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PREFACE. 


jF I -iVjt'tr pp.rmUtcd to mention the nobleman who 
corulefcemJed to^ jhg^ejl the publication of thefe vo¬ 
lumes^ it would he altogether unneceJJ'ary to offer any 
other recommendation of them. name 'which cannot be 
heard or fpoken without a JenJe of fup£riorkalenls, of rare 
ft'^acityy and political erudition, mujl, at once, attraSl 
the eager and favourable regard of the public to any 
work, whether original or colleAive, that may be ho- , 
noured by its faudion. ^ But though I an\ not permitted to 

avail myfelf (f fnch an authority, I have another, which, 

0 

\ if id\ fbould not command fo univerfal and immediate an 
attention, will, I trufl, win \ts*way to public ejlhnalionf* 
and this is derived from a knowledge of thi very impof^ 
taut matter which thefe volumes contain. 


The times in which we live have been, and continue to 
be,fo very dijfeteiU from ihffe which have preceded them ; 
the events of the p'fefenl period are in fitch direct oppo- 
fition to whatever has hitherto occurred in ViTlf^ory of 
the world, that the fcience of politics 'feems to have been 
forced over its former boundary, and to have taken the 
lead, if it has not, in a great rncafure, ufurped the place, 
of all others. The Jpirit of political inquiry, like that of 
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politicalcnterprife, hasgrovon upon ys. It has opined nev^ 
avenues of inf^rniationy and introduced ijjeif into ihofe 
ranks and reccjfes of life, among whicJi^ at no very dij- 
tflnt period, the great events of the world alone found 
their flow way, and produced hd a fniall cowparjtive^ 
effeSt on the opinions Kind concerns of^ ihfe who thus read 
or heard them. 


Printed coUeBions of Jlale papers were then cxchfively 
confined, at leofi as objects of fiudy, to theJivUeJnu’.n, the 
lawyer, and the hijlorian. Piihlic stilus of this kind alfo 

were uncommori, and related to formcr prri'jJs : while the 
people at large were not only contented with a very general 
account of national tranfiitlions, but were even Jalisjied 
'with fuch a knowledge of the hufinijs of parliament 
as was ofj'ered in the printed votes and 7numles of both 
honfes. it would be not only necilLfs, but almofi imper¬ 
tinent, to fiate 'll large the change whii h h is fim e taken 
place in the^ charakJer of the Englijh people ; while the 
utility of that change, dei ived from an advanciniy^^jf]\ 
of political inquiry, and u^itjfnfion of conjliinlional know¬ 
ledge, mayrnbe offer led without the rijk of contraditlion. 
.That thefe volumes are calculated to affijl, enlarge, and 
dire^, that fpirit of political inquiry, mufi be evident to 
every one who becomes acquainted with their contents. 
Such a colle^lion of parliamentary papers are ejfential to 
the fiatefman and the. Jena tor, atid^nvfi he highly uftfid to 
everyyeuin ‘who wifhes to know the hifiory and underfland 
the confiiliition of his country. 


The Kings Speeches, which contain a repi'ijeniation of 
the fiate of the nation^ at the .opening and clofe of every 
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JeJfto}! of Parliament^ together with the Royal Mejfages 
to both HoufeSt and the ^speeches of th^ Lords Chan^* 
cellarsf ami the Speakers of the Ihnfe of Confhions^ arifmg 
from intermediate ctrcunfiances, colleiJed, as they are^ 
from the rejloralion in 1660, to the dijfolution of the 
Parliament in 1796, mufi form a •bery interejiing hifiorical 
feries ; while the Addrejfes and Reprefdktat 'ions of the 
Lords ami Commons to the ThrojiBj may be confuhred not 
only as illujiraiions of ihem^ but as declarations of the 
ancient rights and privileges •of Parl/.imenti and con-' 
Jlitutiofial exertions^ hi fupport of the liberty of the 
jabjtcL 

$ 

7 '0 theje important records are added* the Prolejls of 
the Lords from the year 1242, being the z^th year-cf 
Jlenr) IIf. the earliift peripd, when any parliamentary 
proteji IS known to have been madcy down to the lajlfejfion 
of the slaji Parlianie?it^ in 1796. Wh^n the nature and 
ohjetls of tlieje Prolejh are confideredy their fiiperior value 
and! miportance muji receive the ready acknowledgment of • 
every nJlePting mind. They^itf not the works of official - 
or dependent men. Phey do not proceed froffi the heat ^ 
the momenty the hurry of the occafion, or the impulfe of 
paffion. They are not like public fpeecheSy which fo often 
take their colour as well as fentimeyits from accidental cir- 
cumjiancesy and whofe effects are not expected to extend 
hevond their immedinte objects. The eloquence of public 
debate paffesy as it wcrCy with the hour ihlft is employed 
in it. The befi remembrance of it is imperfe 3 y and what^ 
ever depends for exijtence on memory alone y is liable to 
tnlfreprefentation. But protefs are tin refult of cool re-- 
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J^eSlioftf of an tnvefligaiing ffirit^ t of cotifcmif honour., 
hey contain thej'ohmn, and^ as they may be called^ from 
their Jignatures^ the attejied jujiifications of men of the 
ji\Jl political rank^ for oppoftng meafitres which they have 
oppofed in vain ; and are channels wltich the principles , 
of their ptirljamentarf conduct are communicated to the 
age in which tfiey live, and wilkbe made known to the ages 
that are to come. 

The fubje^s of thefe VNtcJls are of the higheji impor¬ 
tance to the interejis of the nation and ihe freedom of our 
conjlitution. They v'ill be foumUlo pojfefs a large Jlore of 
political knowledge \ while many of them are cloathed with 
an* energy of Aprejion, and a grace of language, which 
give them a place among the fmejl compojiticns of EngUjh 
literature. 

But while the greater ohjcdls ^of the conjlitution, as 
they appear i)i Vnrliameni, have been more mmcdiately 
regarded in the furmaliun of this work,fonie atfentio^jyas 
'alfo been paid to the mor% miniiie and occiifional iraiij- 
'^tlimis vohidt J'orw the orJinary lufuiefs of Parliament. 
A complete colle^ion is accordingly given of the Standing 
Orders of the IJouJe of Lords, as alfo thofe of the Houfe 
of Commons, relative to the applying for and pajfmg 
hills for inclofmg ami draining of land, making roads, 
canals, navigations, docks, bridges f paving and lighting 
towns,-ff^ing fmall debts, (^e. 

Such are the principal rnaierials that compote thefe vo¬ 
lumes : and if Parliament is ihe great fchool of Britijk 
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poUticSy thefe authentic records of %ts proceedings mtifl he 
necejfary to every man whofe duty or isoijk it may he to he-j^ 
come acquainfed with thqfe leading branches of political 
knowledge, the hijtory and legiflature of his country. 


Ficcadilly, 
Jan, 23, 1797. 


Tlf^EDlTOJi, 
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LIST. 


or THE 


SPEAKERS 


o, Tn«; 


Honourable House of Commons, 


FROM THE 


From the earVieJl Account to the frejent Tin-e. 


P ETRUS DE MOUNTFORD w’as'the firft Speaker cer¬ 
tainly knoMTii; when the Loid' a id Commons falVither 
ill feveral Houfci, or at leaft gave tVeir aflent' leverally. 


He VI ab killed at the batj^li 

sr of hveliiani 

— 

—*• 126® 

Sir JfcFFFRY ScROOPE 

£ - 

,—, 

— 

William TMi,sbi l 

_ 

— 


Sir Henry Bt wmont 

— 

.— 

— i 33 » 

— Peter dl l\ Mare 

— 

— 

— 1376 

-—Thomas Hunucrforo, 

firft named on 

record 

— 1377 

— Petlr de l\ Mare 


— 

— 1377 

— James Pickering 

— 

— 

— 1378 

— John Goldsborough 


— 

1380, &c. 


— RiCHA#irSVAi.GRAVL, tlic firft that made any formal 

apology for inabiyity. Aiitcftor of the Earl of Walda- 

bRAVA - — - 

— Jamas PicKEitiNG 4— _ — 

— John Busby, the liift prefeiited to the King by the Com¬ 

mons ^ ^ 


1382 

1386 

*394 

Sir 
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Sir Joirv Busby — , — — 13^^ 

Ditto. This .Parliament# was held in a large timber-houfe 
erefled in Palace Yard, Weftminller, for the impeach¬ 
ment of the^Duke of Gloucesteb, \iflier|in both 
Houfes met together — — —. 13^8 

Sir John Cheyney. He growing infirm, John Dor- 
vvooD, Efq. ^’as chofen. He defired liberty to correft 
niiftakes in what he i^ould deliver from the Commons 

— Arnold Savage —• 

— Henry de RedefOrd , — —- <— 

Arnold Savage _ 

—-William Stormy. This was called Parliementum tn- 
flo^oruntj from no lawyer^ being permitted to be chofen 
in it ^ — — 

— John l^iPTOFT, figned and fealed the deed of entailing 

the crown withj;h?fe words, Nomine totius communitatU. 

He was afterwards made Lord Treafurer, and created 
Earl of Worcester * r-j — . 

Thomas Chaucer, Efq. — —k — 

William Stourton, Efq. who being ftiortly after taken ill, 

JciiiN Dorwooi^ Efq. was appointed in his ftead — 

Walter Hunger ford, Efq! — — 

Thomas Chaucer, Efi:j. — — — 


1399 

1400 

1403 

1404 

1405 


1406 

1408 


Richard Redman, Efq. 

Sir Walter Beauchamp 
Roger Flower, Efq. 

Roger Hunt, Efq. 

Thomas Chaucer, Efq. 
Richard Baynard, Efq. 
Roger Flower, Efq. 

John Russel, Efq. 

Sir Thomas Wanton 
Richard Vernon, Efq. 

John Tirrell, Efq. 
William Allington, Efq. 
John Tirrell, Efq.* 

John Russel, Efq. 

Roger Hunt, Efq. — 

John Bowes, Efq. — 

Sir John Tirrell — 

William Boerly, Efq, 
William Trbsbam, Efq. 


— 1415 

— 1414 

— 1414 

7 * 

— 1415 
1416, &c. 

— i4ao. 
—- •i4it 

— 1421 
'oa 

— 1422® 

— 1423 

— 1425 

— 1426 

— 1428 

— 1429 

— 1431 

— 1432 

— 1433 

— 1435 

■— 1436, &C. 

1439 

1439, 

• Wit. 
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William IJoerly, Efqt — — — 

William Tresham, Efq. — ■"* 

John Say, Efq., — n 

Sir John PopAam, but excufing himfelf ftiortly*after, 
William Tresham, Efq. was again chofen Speaker — 
dir William Oldhall 

Thomas Thorp, Efq. arrefted in execution, and adjudged 
by the Lords not to htve privilege. The Commons then 
cnofe 


1450 

1451 


cnofe 

Sir Thomas Charlton — — *453 

Sir John Wenlock •— — ■— *455 

Thomas Tresham, Efq. T 

•John Green, Efq. -v — , — 146* 

Sir James Strangwaies — 1461 

John Say, Efq. — — — &c. 

WlLLI.AM Allington, Efq. ’ - * 472 » 

John Wood, 5 ^q. — 148a 

William Catbsby, Efq. At this time the Speaker was 
• chofen, prefented, and approved by the Kin^ according 
to the prefent practice , — — — 

Thomas Lovel, Efq. afterwurds Knight and Privy Coun* 
fellor — — — 

John Mordaunt. Efq. — — 

Sir Thomas Fitzwilliams — — 

E.ICHARD Emp^on, an eminent lawyer — 

‘ Sir Reginald Bray ~ — — 

* Robert Drury, Efq. — — — 

i^HOMAS Ini^efield, Efq. — —- 

Edmund DunifEY, Efq. afterwards Privy Counfellor 
Sir Thomas Inglefield — 

— Robert Sheffield, Recorder of London, and aiiceftor 

of the late Duke of Buckingham —> ' — 

Thomas Nevil — — 

— Thomas More prayed, that if any of the Commons 

ihould in any debate fpeak more largely than they ought, ' 
that har«iight be pardoned. Afterwards Lord Chancel¬ 
lor ~ 

Thomas Audley, Efq. Serjeant at Law, afterwards Lord 
Keeper, and then Lord Chancellor ..... 

'Richard Rich, Efq. the firft Speaker recorded to have made 
requeft for accefs to the King. Afterwards made Lord 
Chancellory and created a Baron: from whom is de- 
fceadcd the Earl of W arwick and Holland 


1485 

1488 

1489 
149a 

1496 

i49« 

1497 

1505 

1509 


i53» 


*537 

Sir 
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$ir Nicholas Hare, afterwards Mafter the Rolls and 
Lord Keeper • — _ _ 

Thomas Moyle, Efq. thefirft that petitioned for freedom of 
fpeech on rec&rd — — • — 

Sir Johh Baker —• — 

— James Dyer, Serjeant at Law, afterwards King’s Ser¬ 

jeant, and Lord XJhief jfuftice of the Common Pleas 

John Pollard, Efq. — — _ 

Clement Higham, Efti. afterwards Lord Chief Jiawn of 
the Exchequer — * — * 

John Pollard, Efq. — — 

William Cordele, Efq. Mafter of the Rolls, and Privy 
Counfcllor » — • — _ 

Sir ThomasTtargrave, the Qjieen% Counfel — 

Thomas Williams, — — 

Richard Onslow, Efq. afterwards Solicitor General — 

Christopher Wray, afterwards Lord Chief Juftice of the' 
Queen’s Bench — * — 

Robert Bell, Efq. afterwards Lord Chief Baron — 

Jo&N PopHAM, El^. afterwards Attorney General, and Lord 
Chief Juftice of England * ^ — — 

Mr. Serjeant John Puckering, afterwards Lord Keeper 
Mr. Serjeant Thomas Snag — _ 

Edward Coke, Efq. afterwards knighted, madoLord Chief 
Juftice of Common Pleas, Privy Counfellor, and Lord 
Chief Juftice of England — . — 

Mr. Serjeant Christopher Yelverton, afterwards Judge 
of the Queen’s Bench * — — 

— Serjeant John Crook, afterwards Judge of the Queen’s 

Bench — — 

— Serjeant Edward Philips, Mafter of the Rolls — 

Sir Randolph Crew, afterwards Chief Juftice of the 
King’s Bench — — • — 

— Thomas Richardson, Sejjeant, afterwards Chief Jaf- 

tice of the Common Pleas — — 


1540 

* 5+7 

*553 

*553 

*555 

*556 

*558 

*559 

*563 

1566 

* 57 * 

* 57 » 

1581' 

*585 

1589 


* 59 Z 

*597 

i6oi~' 

i6q3 

1614 ■ 

1620 


■—Thomas Crew, Serjeant * — 1623 

• Henbage Pinch, Recorder of London. Anceftcskfil^the 
Earl of WiNCHBLSBA and Nottingham 

— John Finch, afterwards King’s Counfel, Chief Juftice of 
the Common Pleas, and Lord Keeper • — — 

John Glanville, Efq. — *- 

William Lenthall, Efq. — — 

Francis' Rous, Efq. ^ 




1626 

162^ 

1640 

1641 
x 6 s 3 
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William LEKTHAtiy Efq. ■“ 

Sir Thomas WiDEiNGioN —- • —- 1656 

Chaloneb Chuje, Efq. was cholcn, but being unable to 
attend, 

Sir Lislebohe Long was elected, but vacated, after fevcn f 

, days pollclfion; and on the 15th of April 

Thomas Bampfield, Efq. was appointed — 1659 

Sir Hartbottle Grimstone, afterwards Mafter of the 

Rolls. A^iqgftor of Vifcount Grimstone — 1660 

«i— Edward Turner, afterwards* Solicitor General, and 

Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer *— — i66s 

— Job Charleton — — —* 1675 

Edward Seymour, Efq. — — 1673, 

Ditto again chofen in 1678; But the King refuling hL con> 
feiit, the Commons chofe 


Mr. Serjeant William Gregory in Seymour’s room — 1678 

Willpam Williams, E^.« — — 1679. 

Sir John Trewr — — 1685 

Henry PowLE, Efq. Speaker of the Convention — 1689 

Sir John Trevor, afterwards Mafter of the Roils — 1690 

Paul Foley, Efq. — — 1694. 

Sir Thom AS Littleton — — — 1698 

Robert Harley, Efq. afterwards Secretary of State, Earl 
of Oxford, fnd Lord Treafurer , — 1700, 

John Smith, Efq. afterwards Teller of the Exchequer 

The First Parliament of Great Britahi conftituted by the 
Union, which commenced on May-day, 1707, was fum- 
moned for the a 3d of t)£^ber following, and dilfolved 
the 15th of April, 1708. 

John Smith, Ifq. rechofen Speaker — — 1707 

Sir Richard Onslow, Bart. Anceftor of Lord Onslow 1708 
William BroMleV, Efq. — — .— 17lO 

Sir Thomas if ANMER, Bart. — — 1713 

The Honourable Spencer Compton. Anceftor of the 


Earl of Northampton —. — t7t4» SiC , 

Arthur Onflow, Efq. Anceftor of Lord OnsloW 1727, Scd, 
Sir John Cust, Bart. Anceftor of Lord Brownlow 1761, &c. 
— Fletcher Norton. Afterwards Lord Grantley 1770, &c, 
Charles Wolfran Cornwall, Efq^ 1780, &c. 

Honourable W. W. Grenville. Now Lord Gren¬ 


ville — 

Henry Addington, Efq. 


1789 

1789 
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Letter of King Xlharles the Second to the Speaier of the Houfe of 
Commons, inchfmg his t)ecla%ation of April, 1660. 

Charles R. 

^T^RUSTY and well •beloved, wc greet you well. In thefe 
■*' great and unfupportable affliftions and calamities, under 
which the poor nation‘hath been fo long cxcrcifed, and by. 
which it is fo near exhaufted, wg cannot think of a more 
natural and proper remedy, tl»n to refort to thofe for counfel 
and advice who have feen and obferved the firl^beginning of 
oiir miferies, the progrefs from bad to worfe, and the miftakes 
and mifunderilandings which have produced and contributed 
to inconveniences which were not intended: and after fo many 
revolutions, and the obfervation of what hath attended them, 
are now trufted By our g«od fubjefts to repair the breaches 
which are made, and' to provide proper remedies for thofe 
evils, and for the lafting peace, happiiiefs, and fecurity of the 
kingdom. 

We do affure you, upon our royal word, that none of oiir 
predeceflbrs have had a greater edeem of parliaments, as wc 
have in our judgment, as well as from our obligation: we do 
believe them to be fo vital a part of the conftitution of the 
Itingdom, and fo neceffary for the government of it, that we 

c 3 well 
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well know neither prince nor people c^n be in any tolerable 
ilegree happy without them: and therefore you may be confi¬ 
dent wc ihali always look upon their counfejs^as the beft we 
can receive ; and (hall be as tender of their privileges, and as 
careful to preferve and prote£l them, as of that which is moft 
near to ourfclf, and moft necefl'ary for our own prefervation. 
And as this is our opinion of parliaments, thbt their authority 
is moft nectftary for th^ government of the kingdom, fo we 
arc moft confident that you believe and fkid that the preferya- 
tion of the King’s authority is as necelfary for the prefervation 
‘ of parliamentf.; and that it is not the name, but the right 
conrtiiution of them, which can prepare and apply proper 
remedies for thofe evils, which arc*grievous to the people, and 
which can thereby cllablift^ their peace and fcciiriiy: and 
therefore we have not the Icaft doubt bjjt that you will be as 
tender in, ami as jealous of, any thing thdl may infringe our 
honour, or impair our authority, as of your own liberty and 
property,' which is belt prefeVved by preferving the other. 

How far we have tnifted you in this great affair, and how 
rniich. it is in your power to reftore the nation to all that it 
hath loft, and to redeem it from any infamy it hath undergone, 
and to make King and people happy as they ouglit to be, 
you will find by our inclofcd declaration, a copy of which 
vve have likcwifc fent to the lloiifc of Peers: and you will 
eafily believe, that ^we w'oiild not \oJuntarily and of our felf 
have repofed fo great a truft in you, but upon an entire confi¬ 
dence that you uill not abufe it, and that you will proceed 
in fuch a manner, and with fuch due conlideration of us, 
who have tnifted you, that wc fttall not be afhamed of declining 
other aftiftance (which we hafe afl'urance of), and repairing 
to you for njiore natural and proper remedies for the evils we 
would be freed from, nor forry that we have bound up our 
own intereft fo entirely with that of our fubjefts, as that we 
. refer it to the fame perfons to take care of'^^ who are trufted 
to provide for them. We look upon you) jj? wife and dif-^ 
palfionate men, and good patriots^ who will 'raife up thofe 
banks and fences which have been caft down, tibd who will 
moll reafonably hope, that the fame prorperit^\vSll again 
ipring from thofe roots from which it hath heretofore and 
always grown. Nor can we apprehend, .that you wiir*grojmfe 
any thing to us, or* cxpe£l any thing from us, but tha^vv^ 
are as ready to give as'yoii to receive. ^ • •'U 4 

If you defirc the advancement and propagation tM 
Proteftant religion, we have, by our conftant frofellion'^n^ 

prdt- 
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prailice of it, given fuHicient tclHmooy to the woild, tli.n 
neither the unkindneft ot thole of ihe lame faith towaul.s a,., 
nor the civilities and obligations from thole of a C(mtrarv 
profeflion (of t>6th which we have had abundant evidence;, 
i:ould in tlic lealf degree llartlc ns, or make us fwerve iroai 
it ; and nothing can be propofed to manifcll our '/eal and 
affcLdion for it, 4 o which we will not readily conf- nt; and 
v.e hope, in due time, our fell to jpropofc lomevvlial to you 
for the propagation,of it, tltat vv-ilf fatisfy the wuiJd, that 
we have always made it both our care and oui^liuJv, and have 
enough obferved wliat is molt like to bring diladva.jtage to it. 

If you delire fecurity for thole who in thcle calainitons 
times cither wilfully or weakly have tranfgrcll’ed thole bonnes 
which were preferibed, and havy invaded cacli other’s rights, 
we have left to you to provide for their fecurity and indemnity, 
and in fuch a way as yon fliall think jull and reafonable, 
and by a jult computation of what men liave done and fuffered, 
as near as is poliible, to take care that all men be falislicd, 
which is the furell way to rupprefs and e\tirf)atc all fuch un- 
chariiahlenefs and aniinollty, as might licicaftcr (hake and 
threaten that peace which for the prefcni might feem ella- 
bliOtcd. If there he a ci}«ng fni, for which the nation may 
be involved in the iyfamy lh-at*aiieiuls it, we cannot doubt 
but you will be as folicitous to rctLem and vindicate the nation 
from that guilt and infantv as v\c can be. 

If you deli re that rSvercncc and obedlfcnce may be paid to 
tlic funJamenial laws of the land, and that jnfticc may be 
equally and impartiallyadminillercd to all men, it is that whicli 
■we delire to be fvvorn to owrfell, and that all pcrlons in power 
a ;d authority Ihould be lb too. o 

In a w^ord, theic is nothing that you can propofe, ih.at may 
make the kingdom luppy, which we will noi'^conlcnd wiili 
you to compafs; and upon this confidence and aHur.incc, we 
have thought fit to fend you this declaration, tlnit you inav, as 
much as is poUiblc at this difiance, fee our heart; which, 
when God fliall bring us nearer together (as we hope he will 
do lliortly), will appear to you very agreeable to wfiat we have 
profeired : and we hope that we have maile that Chrifiian 
ufc of our afflidlion, and that the obfervalion and cxpcucrice 
we have had in other countries hath been Inch, as that we, 
and, we hope, all our fubjcdls, lliall be the better lor v. hat \\v 
have feen and fuffered. 

We fliall add no more, but our prayers to Almighty God, 
that he will fo blcfsyour coiinfels, anddircifl youi endeavours, 

c ± that 
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'hat his glory and worfhip may ‘be provided for; and the 
peace, honour, and happinefs of the nation, may be e.labliftied 
upon thofe foundations which can beft fupport it. And fo wo 

bid you farewell. * ‘ 

■* 

Given at our court at Breda^ this day of April, 1660, 
in the twelfth year of our reign. 

Supfrferibed, To otif truf.y and •wtU-lehved the Speaker oj 
the Houje Commons.” 


Letter of King Charles II. to General Monk* 

Charles R. 

^T^RUSTY and well be^ved, W(? greet you well. It can- 
not be believed but that we have been, arc, and ever miift 
be, as folicitous as we can, by all endeavours, to improve the 
affedions of our good fubjeds at home, and to procure the 
afliftance of our friends and allies abroad, for the recovery of 
that right which, by the lawj of CjoA and man, is unqueftion- 
able, and of which we have fo long b(fcn difpoflTefl'cd by fuch 
force, and with thofe circumftances, as we do not defire to 
aggravate by any fliarp cxpreflions, hut rather wifli that the 
memory of what is pall may be buried to the world : that wc 
have more endeavoured to prepare anc^to improve the affedions 
.of our fubjeds at home for our rclloration, than to procure 
afliftance from abroad to Jhvadc either of our kingdoms, is as 
manifeft to the world : and wt cannot give a better evidence, 
that we are«.ftill of the fame mind, than in this conjundiire, 
when common rcafon muft fatisfy all men, that w'e cannot be 
without an alliftancc from abroad : wc chufc rather to fend to 
you, who have it in your own power to prevent that ruin and 
clefolation which a war would bring upon the nation, and to 
make the*'whole kingdom owe the peace, happinefs, fecurity, 

, and glory it fliall enjoy to your virtue, and to acknowledge, 
thaJt your armies have complied with their obligations, for 
which they w'ere firft raifed, for the prefervation of the Pro- 
teftant religion, thcjionour and dignity of the King, the privi¬ 
leges of Parliament, the liberty and property of the fubjed, 
and the fundamentariaws of the land j and that you have vin¬ 
dicated that truft, which others molt perfidioufly abufed and 

I betrayed^ 
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betrayed. How much we defne and rcfolve to contribute to 
thofe good ends, will aj^pear to you by our cnclofed declaration; 
which we delirc vou to caiifc to be publiihed f':r the informa¬ 
tion and fati.sfatflRon of all good fubjedls, who do not dcIlrc a 
further efFufjon of precious Chiillian blood, but to have their 
peace and fecurity founded upon tliat wliich can only fiipport 
it, a unity ofalFedions amongll ouifclvcs, an equal adminiftra- 
tion of julHce to all men, refloiliig Parliaments to a full capa¬ 
city of providing for jll that is amil's, and the l^ws of the laud 
to their due veneration. You huvc'bcen yourfclvc^ witnclfcs of 
fo many revolutions, and have had fo miicli exp'‘ricnce how ‘ 
far any power and authority, that is only alfumcd by paflioti 
and appetite, and not fupported by juilicc, is from providing 
for the peace antHiappincfs of tlue people, or from receiving 
any obedience from them, without vvhich no government can 
provide.for them, that you may very rcafonably believe, that 
God hatlt not been well pltafcd with the attempts that have 
been made, fmee he hath ufually 'iqipreafcd thp confufioii, by 
giving all the fuccefs that hath been delired, and brouglit that 
to pafs without elFedt, w'hich the defjguers have propofed as the 
bed means to fettle and compofe the r.atlon : and, therefore,_wc 
cannot but hope and believe tliat you will concur with us in 
the remedy we have applied, whlVh, to human undcrdancling, 
is only proper for the ills we all groan under, ami that you will 
make yourfclvcs the blefled indruments to biing this blelifng of 
peace and rcconciliatioil upon King and people, it being the 
ufual method in which Divine Providence dellghteth itfelf to 
ufe and fan^lify thofe very means which ill men defign for. 
the fatisfadion of private and parycular ends, and ambition, 
and other wicked purpofes, to« w holefome and public ends j 
'and to cdablilh that good, which is mod coniraj-y to the de- 
figners, which is the greated manifedation of God’s peculiar 
kindiiefs to a nation that can be given in this world. 

How far we rcfolve to preferve your intcreds, and to reward 
your fervices, wc refer to our declaration : and we hope God 
will infpire you to perform your duty to us and tp your native- 
country, whofe happinefs cannot be feparaled from each other. 
We have cntnidcd our well-beloved fervant, Sir John GreenvilUf 
one of the gentlemen of our bcd-cliambcr, to deliver this unto 
you, and to give us an acv'ount of your reception of it, and to 
deli re you, in our name, that it may be publiihed. And fo 
we bid you farewell. 

Given at our court at Ereda^ this iVh of April, l66o, 
in the twelfth year of our re^gn. 


Addrejs 
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Addrefs uf tli Hsujc of Coawions to the King, A!<iy 2, l66o. 
Mod Royal Soverei2;n, ^ * 



nefs, prcfent unto your ^^ajclty the infcigncd thankfulncih of 
our hearts for thofe gra(SoHS cxprcllions of piety and goodnefs, 
and lo\e to and the nations under four dominion, which 
your Majclly's letter ol April ilrtli, dated from Breda, logc 
thcr with liic dcclaiatlon euelofed in it, of the fame date, do 
fo evidently contain ; for which we do, in the hrll place, look 
.wp to the great King of Kitigs, jtid bTcfs hi^ name, who hath 
put thefe thoughts into the*heart of our King, to make him 
glorious in^the eyes of his people, as tjiofe great deli\cranc''s 
which that Divine Majedy hath afforded flnto your royal per- 
fon from many dangers, ajjd the fupport wdiich he hath given 
unto your lienilc and priflccly mind, under various tdals, make 
it appear to all the world that you are precious in Itis fight. 

, And give us leave to fay, that as your Majedy is pleafed to 
declare your confidence in Parliaments, ynui*cdccin of them, 
and this your judgment an^ charader of them, that they-arc 
fo ncced’ary for the government of thtf kingdom, that neither 
prince nor people can be in any tolerable degree happy without 
them; and ihercfcrc fay, that you#will licarkeu unto their 
, counfcls, be tender of their privileges, and careful to preferve 
and proted them: fo we triift, and ^will with all humility be 
bold to aMirm, that your Majcfly will not be deceived in us, 
and that we will never depart from that fidelity which w’c owe 
imtn your Majefty, that '4eal w'hich we bear unto your fcrvice, 
and, acondTnt endeavour to advance your honour and greatnefs. 

And we bcfeoch your Majedy we may add this further, for 
the vindication of Parliaments, and even of the lad Parliament, 
convened under your royal father, of happy memory i—when, 
as. your Majedy w'cll obferves, through miUakes and mifundcr- 
ftandings, many inconvenicncics* were produced which were 
not intended: that tliofe very incoiivcnicncies could not have 
been brought upon us by thofe perfons who had defigned them, 
without fird violating the Parliament itfeU; for they well 
knew it was rujt pQllible to do a violence to that facred perfon, 
whild the Parliamijnt, which had vowed and covenanted for 
the defence and fufety of that perfon, remained entire. Siiicly, 
>ir, as the perfons of our kings have ever been dear unto 
Parliaments, fj wc cannot think of that horrid acl committed 
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igainft the precious life.,of our late fovcrcign, but with Tucli a 
deteftation and abhorrency as we want word's to exprufs it. 

And, next to^\^i(hing it had never been, we willi it may 
never be remembered by your Majefty, to be unto you an oc- 
callon of forrow, as it will never be remembered by us, but 
with that grief and trouble of mind v. hich it deferves, being 
the greatert reproath that ever was incurred by any of the 
Englilh nation ; an offence to all t*e proteftant churches 
abroad, and a fcandal to the profeflion of the tri^dh of religion 
here at home; though both profellion and true profcnbr> and 
the nation itfelf, as well as the Parliament, were molt inno¬ 
cent of it, having been only the contrivance and act of fomc 
few' ambitious and bloody persons, and fiich others as by their 
influence, were milled. • 

And as we hope pray that Ciod will not impute the 
guilt of it, nor of :ftl the evil confequenccs thereof unto the 
land, whofe divine jultice never involves the guiltlefs with the 
gu Ity, fo we cannot but give due praife to your Majeft^ ’s 
goodnefs, who are plcafed to entertain fuch reconciled and 
reconciling thoughts ; and with them not only meet, but, as it 
were, prevent yc^r Parliament and people, propofing yourfelf 
in a great meafurc, and inviting tlic I'arlinmciii to conlider fur¬ 
ther, and advife your fvlajclty what may be necefTary to reftore 
to the nation wdiat it hath loll, raiie up again the banks and 
fences of it, and make the,,kingdom happy, by the advanceiTtcnt 
of religion, the fectiring our laws, liberties, and ellatcs. and the 
removing of all jealoulies and animofitics which may render our 
peace lefs certain and durable; w'hercin your Majclly gives a 
large evidence of your great wifdom fudging aright that, after 
fo high a diftemper, and fuch an^iniverfal lhaking of the very 
foundations, great care muft be had to repair the breaches, and 
much circumfpedion and indullry ufed to provide things ne- 
ceffary for the llrengthening of thole repairs, and preventing 
whatever may difturb and weaken them. 

We fliall immediately apply ourfelves to the preparing of 
thefe things; and, in a vcry^fliori time, wc hope, b& able to 
prefent them unto your Majclly: and, for the prefent, do, 
with all humble thankfulnefs, acknowledge your grace and 
favour, in affuring us of your royal concurrence with us, and 
faying, that we fliall not exped any thing from you, but what 
you w ill be as ready to give as vve to receive. And w'e cannot 
* doubt of your Majelty’s cffedual performance, fincc your own 
piinccly judgment hath prompted unto you the neceflity of 
doing fuch things; and your piety and goodnefs bath carried 
you to a free tender of them to your faithful Parliament. 

^ • You 
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You fppalc as a gracious king; and we will do what befld 
dutiful, Icjving, and loyal fubjecls, wH'o are yet more engaged 
to honour, and highly dleem your Majdly for your declining, 
iis you arc pleafcd to fay, all foreign alliftance^ 'and rather truft 
to your people; w'ho, we do alTure your Majefty, will, and 
do, open their arms and hearts to receive you, and will fpare 
neilher their ellates nor their livcs^when* your fervice ftiall 
require it of them. ^ 

And we have yet more caufe to enlarge our praifes and our 
prayers to GoJ'for your Majcfty, that you have continued un- 
iliaken in your faith: that neither the temptation of allurements, 
pcrfualions, and promifes, from feducing Papifts on the one 
hand, nor the nciltcuiioa and haul ufage fiom fomc fcducevl 
.anti rniriruid''(t profclTors o^the Proicftant rifligion on the othtr 
hand, roiiM at all prevail upon your Majefty to make you for- 
fake the rock of IJraely the God of your fethers, the true Pro- 
teilant religion, in which your Majelty hath been bred; but 
you have flill been as a^rock yourfelf, firm to your covenant 
with your and our God, even now cxprelTing your zeal and 
affcflion for the Pvoteftant religion, and yoni care and ftudy 
lor‘the propagation thereof. This hath been a rejoicing of 
heart to all the faithful of the ’and, and an afl'urance to them 
iJiat God would not foi fake^ ou ; but, after many trials, which 
flmiild but make you more precious, as gold out of the fire, 
leflfire your Majcfly unto your patrimony and people w'ith 
more fplcndi nr and dignity, and make you (he glory ot Kings, 
and the joy of your fubje^s, which is, .and ever fliall be, the 
prayer of your Majefly’s moft loyal*fubjcifls the Cforamons of 
Ev^lutiily affembled in Parliament. 

Signed by the order anti iivthe name of your Majefty’s fub- 
jeds the Commons of England, alfcmblcd in Parlia* 
ment,*' 


IIar. Grimston. 
Speaker of the Commons Houf^ 
V of Parliament. 

ITeft^wj^ery Afny' 2, 1660. 


Letter 
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Letter tf the Houje of Lords to His Majcjijy in anfver to his 
Letter and Declarationy May l66o. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

^OUR loyal fubjc£ls, the Peers now afTembled, do, with 
all humility dnd thankfulnefs, return their acknowledg¬ 
ments to your Majefty for your gni^ious letter and declara¬ 
tion ; and do efteeii? it their greatelt honour^hat your Ma- 
jefty is pleafed to txprefs a confidence of their coiinfels and 
endeavours Tor the compofing the fad and unhappy diftrac- ‘ 
tions of your kingdoms ; and they owe this as their great ad¬ 
vantage, that they may now.ad in difeharge of their own duty 
by your Majefty’s command. • 

Your Majefty’s gr^t and many fufferings have long aftc(fted 
their hearts with Meep refentments of trouble and forrow: 
but the fame power that ufurped and profaned yotir fccplre, 
diverted them of their rights and* privileges, and kept them 
under fuch preflures and difficulties as they were rendered un- 
capable of ferving your Majefty, in order to thofe cuds to 
which their duty and allegiance did engage them. It hath 
been their conftant defire that the nation had continued happy 
and innocent. But your Majefty’s piety and wlfdom hath 
ftiewed you to what degree your clemency is to be extended. 
And we hope all you^ fubjeds wull anfj/ver your Mrijefty’s 
grace and favour to the utmoft point of fidelity and obedience. 
The Peers have a juft ground to own a more particular de¬ 
pendence and fubfervience to the throne of Majefty, not ciuly. 
by the prefcrlptions of law, but ity that affedfion and duty 
which is fixed in their hearts rtpon the foundation ot loyalty, 
which gives them the privilege to ftyle themfelves. 

Your Majefty’s 

Moft loyal, moft dutiful, and moft obedient, 

Subjects and fervants, 

Signed in the name and by the command of the faid 
Houfe of Pe6rs, by 

E. Manchf.stfr, 

Speaker of the Houi’e of Peers pro tempore, 
iVeJlniinjleri yfl of May ^ l66o. 

For the Kind's Mojl ExcelUni Majejiy, 


Kinyr 
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Kln^. Charlesjbe Second"s Speech to the Jhloufe of Peersj ^idy 27> 

i66o» 

My Lords, 

1 firft cams hither to yoir, which was within two 
or three days after I came toJFhitiijall, I did, with as 
much earneftnefs as l|CoiiId, both hy myfelf and the Chan- 
.cellor, recom^^ncntl to yon and the Houle of Commons the 
. fpeedy difpatclt of the Aiff of Indemnity, as a necelfary foun¬ 
dation of that feenrily wc a!) pray tor; 1 did fince, by a par- 
. ticuiar naclfage to tlu- Ilotife of Commons, again prefs them 
to haltcn that important v.'ork ; and did likewifc, by a procla- 
• Illation, pnblifli io all the kingdom, that 1 did with im¬ 
patience cxpecl lljat the act fliould be ^rcTcntid to me for my 
alllnt, as the moil jc.il'onablc and folld* toniKlation of that 
peace, happincls, and I'ecnrity, I hope and pi ay tor to myfelf 
and allViiy dominions. ,[*wili not deny it to you, I thought 
the Houle of Commons too long about that work, and, there¬ 
fore, now it is come uj) to you I would not have you guilty of 
the fame drlav. 1 thank God I liavc the fame intentions and 
refollltior!^ r.oiv I r.m I'.cre with ^ou v/hich I had at Breda^ and 
believe tl.ai I owe my being here to God’s blelling upon the 
intentions and rclbiutions 1 tn-n exprefl'ed to have. 1 will 
read to you wliat } then fald. ^ 

“ And 10 the end that the fear cf punifiimcnt may not 
engage any, confeious to tlicmfelvcs of what is palled, to a 
perfevcrancc in guilt for tlie future, *by oppofing the quiet and 
happinefs of their country in the reftoration both of King, 
Peers, and people, to lhcir*iull, ancient, and fundamental 
rights, wc,do, by thefe prefonts declare, that wc do grant a 
free and general pardon, whicii we are ready upon demand to 
,pafs, under our gicat feu! of E;:^lat:d^ to all our fubjedls, of 
what degree or quality foever, wiio within forty days after the 
publiiliing iicreoi (hall lay hold of tliis our grace and favour, 
and by any public adb dedarc their doing fo, and that 
they return to the loyalty and obedience of good fubje<Sls 
(excepting only Inch perfons as fliall hereafter be excepted by 
Parliament): thole only excepted, let all our loving fubje^ls, 
how faulty foever, rely ujioii the word of a King,^ folemrily 
given by this prefent declaration, that no crime whatfoever, 
' committed againlt us or our royal Father before the publication 
of this, lhall ever rife in judgment, or be brought in qucftion 
again!! any of them, to tlic kail ciidamagcinent of them, 

either 



( xlvil ) 

cither ill their lives, liberties, or clhtcs, or (as far forth 
lies in onr power) fo much as to tlie prejudice of their reputa¬ 
tions, by any rcpiroach or term of dillind^lion from tl-.c red of 
our beft fubjeifs; wc dcfiring and ordering, that henceforward 
all notes of difeord, reparation, and dilfcrenec of puties, be 
utterly aboliftied among all our fiibjedfs, whom we invite and 
conjure to a pcrfc<Sfc unioy among ihemfelvts, under onr pro- 
tcdlion, for the rcfettlement of our juj^ lights and tlieir’s, in a 
free Parliament, by which, upon the \^ord a King, we 
will be advifed.” 


r 

My Lords, 

IF yon do not join with me inextinguiflilng this fear, which 
keeps the hearts of meti awake, and apprehcnllvc of fafetv and 
Iccnrity, you keep me Ifom performing my pron^.lfc; which if 
I had not made, I am perfuaded neither ! nor you lyd been 
now here. 1 pray, let us not deceivt; ihofe Vnu brouglit or 
permitted us to come together. I knew well there were fomc 
TTC 1 who could neither forgive thcmi'eivcs, or be forgi\cn by-us; 
and 1 thank vou*for your julticc towards thofe, the immediafn 
murderers of my father. Anti I ^yill deal truly with you, I 
never thought of excepting any other. I pray tlilnk well tipon 
what 1 have olfered, and the benefit you and 1 have received 
from that offer ; and encourage and oblige «ill other perftms, 
by not excluding them from the benefit of this acf. "f'his 
mercy and indulgence is ^the belt way to bring them to a true 
repentance, and to make them more fevere to thenifclvcs, 
w'hen they find we arc not Ib to thd?m. It will make them 
good fubjeds to me, and good friends and neighbours to you; 
and wc have then all our end, and you fhall find this the 
feciircfl expedient to prevent future milcliicf. Therefore I do 
carncftly defire and conjure you to depart from all particular 
animolities and revenge, or memory of part provocations, and 
shat you will pafs this ad, without other exceptions th.iti of 
thofe who were immcdiatcTy guilty of that murdt* of tny 
father. My Lords, I have told you my opinion, and I hope 
you will be of the fame. If any perfons appear of fuch dan¬ 
gerous and obflinatc piinciples that the peace of the kingdom 
cannot be preferved whilll they have libert;^ iti it, fume other 
courfe may be taken tlsar they iFall not be able to do hurt, and 
1 affure you there is nothing can enable them to do fb much 
harm as the defcniiig the palfing this ait. 

I hope 
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T hope I f-iy nothing of Irelmi^j and that they alone 
/hall not be wjthout the ’>cnefit of my mercy. They have 
/hewed much affi-dbon to me abroad, and yoi| will have a care 
ot my honour and of v hat I have promilcd to them. Ido 
again conjuic \ou that you vtill ufe al* expedition in the dif- 
patck ot this bill. 


SPELCIILS 



TABLE OF CONTEJ^TS 


TO 

VOLUME L 


L U . Page 

ETTER of king Charles ii*. to the Spealcer of 
the Hoiife of Commons, enclofing His Declaration, 

April tItj .xxxvii 

—— Ditto to Getaeral Monk, April . , , -afl 

Addrefs of the Houfe of Commcpis to the King, May s, xlii 

-Letter of the Houf<? of Lords to the King, May 3, . xlv 

1760 The King’s Speech to the Houfe of Peers, July a;, ^ xlvi 
—— - .. Declaration, , ^ . . s 


——- — - --Mefliige to the Houfe ofCommons,June 18, 3 

Meffage *to both Houfes of Parliament, 

July 30, . . • > • • • • 4 

—-Speech, Sept. 13,' .... 5 

- The Lord Chancellor’s (Clarendon) Speech,^Sept. 13, 6* 

-- Speech of the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons (Sir 

Hartbottle Grimllone) to His Majefty, on the day 
of their adjournment, Sept. 13, . ^ . 15 

—— Speech of the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons to 
His Majefty on prefeftting bills for His aifent, Dec. 

*9. .*7 

—— His Majcfly’s Speech, Dec. 29, ... %% 

—— Speech of the Lord Chancellor, Dec. 29, . 23 

1661 The King’s Speech on opening Parliament, May 8, 32 

The Lord Chancellor’s Speech, May 8,* . . 34 

— — Speech of Sir Edward Turner to His Majefty, on being 

chofen Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, May 10, 43 

The King’s Speech on approving the choice of the 
•Commons in electing Sir Ed. Turucr their Speaker, 

M^y iQf * * * * *'** '* 4^ 









4S 

49 


XIV 


CONTENTS. 


1661 Sir Ed. Tjirjjcr’sfleply, May lo, • • • • 

—— The Lord Chancellor’s Speech, Miy JO, 

-A Letter ta His iVlajefty from 

in S’cnrland, feni by His i\iajcfty to both Houfes of 

Pariiainent, May 20, 

-Letter from His Majcfty to Sir Ed. Turner, Speaker 

' of the Houfe of Commons, June 22,* . . 

- Speech of the Speider of the Houle of Commons to His 

Majel^y, July .. 

-His Majefty’s Speech, July 8, • • • • 

——— Speech of the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons on 
prefenting bills to His Majefty, July 3O1 • 

- His Majefty’s Speech on cloflhg the SelTwn, July 30, 

_ 1 opening Parliament, I^v. »o, 

- Speech of the Speaker of the Hoftfe/jf Commons to 

His Majefty on prefenting a bill for His affent, grant¬ 
ing him a film ot^money, Dec. 20, . . • 

-His Majefty’s Reply, Dec. ao, . . . • 

1662 Speech.of the Speaker of,the Houfe of Commons to His 

Majefty, on prefenting bills for His alT^it, May 19, 

. . . His Majefty’s Speech on doing Parliament, May 19, 

•— The Lord Chancellor’s ^pfiech. May 19, 

1663 Addicts of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty, 
• Fehruar^27, ...... 

-Meflage from the King to the feoufe of Commons, 

March 16, . . ^ . 

-both Hoiifes, April a, 

the Hbuig of Commons to the King, 

the King to the Houfe of Commons, 


May i2y 


May 16, 

—— The King’s Speech to the Houfe of Commons, June 5, 

—— Speeclf of the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons to His 
^lajefty, July 27, ^ . . . . 

— The King’s Speech, July 27, .... 

j■' ' “aichai, . . . . 

- Spemi^of the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons to His 

Majefty, *7>. 

- His Majefly’s Speech on clofing Parliament, May 17, 

■ .I . .- . .. — opening - Nov. 24, 

—— Narrative of the late Paffages between His Majefty and 
the Dutch, and His Majefty’s Preparation there¬ 
upon, laid before Parliament, Nov. 24, . 


53 

54 
^5 

58 

59 

63 

64 


66 

68 

. 69 

7a 


73 


81 


83 

84 

85 

85 

86 

89 

91 

93 

96 

98 

99 


100 

1665 



CONTENTS. 


*665 Speech of the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons to the 
King on prefensing a money bill for His aflent, 
Febi • • » • • 

—— His Majefty’snReply, Feb. 9, , . . , 

— Speech of the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons to 
His Majeily, on prefenting bills for His aifenc, 
March 2, • , . 

- Subftance of His IViajefty’s Speech on doling the 

Sellion, March 2, . . 

—— Speech of the Lord Privy-Seal on proroguing the Par¬ 
liament, March s, . 

- The King's Speech on opening Parliament, Od. 11, 
-Speech of the Lord Chancellor, Odober 11, 

— t ■ - The Speaker of the Houfe of Commons’ Speech to His 
Majefty, on prefenting bills for His alfent, 5 lo- 

ber ’• . . • . 

—— Subftance of the King's Speech, Oftober 31, , 

—— Speech of the Lord Privy Seal on proroguing Parlia¬ 
ment, 06tober3i,' .... 

1666 His Majefty’s Speech on opening Parliament, Sep¬ 

tember at, ..... 

—— The King's MelTage to the Houfe of Peers, Dec. 15, 
—-Commons, De¬ 
cember i5> • • • • • 

1667 Speech of the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons to 

His Majefty, January 18, 

—— His Majefty's Speech, January 18, 

• - Speech of the Speaker of the Ho»’,fe of Commons to 

His Majefty, on prefenting Bills for His alfent, 
February 8, . . . . 

-- His Majefty’s Speech, February 8, . ” . 

—— Speech of the Lord Privy Seal on proroguing Parlia¬ 
ment, February 8, . . ... 

—— Effect of His Majefty's Speech, July 29, 

- - Speech of the Lord Chancellor on proroguing Parlia¬ 
ment, July 29, .... 

— His Majefty's Speech on opening Parliament, 0 £t. 10, 

- Speech of the Lord Keeper (Sir Orlando Bridgman) 

October 10, . . . . • 

MW- Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty, 
October 14^. 

— His Majefty’s Reply to ditto, Odoberab, 

^ Meftage from His Majefty, adjourning Parliament, 
December 19, • - ... 

5 


106 

107 


108 

109 

ITO 

ri9 

lit 


121 

124 

125 

125 

iz6 

12; 

127 

129 


13 a 

'33 

*33 

*3* 

*34 

*34 

*37 

*37 

*37 

1668 



XVI 


CONTENTS. 


1668 


His Majefty’s SpeeA on opening Parliament) Eeb. lo, 

McfTage from His Majefty to the Houfe of Common^ 
April 139 . . . ' . 


1669 


1670 


*671 


*673 


April 24, .... . 

HU Majcfty’s Speech on adjoiirningParliarnent, May 9, 
His Majcily*s Speech on opening Pfirliament, 0 (£t. 19, 
Speech of the Lor<f Keeper, October 19, 

His Majefty*s Speech on opening PaiJiament, Feb. 14, 
Speech of the Loid Keeper, February 14, 

Sj)eech of the Speaker of the Houle of Commons to 
His on prefcntuig bills for His aU'ent, 

Apiil II) . • . . * . 

The ’■'tng’s Speech on adjourning Parliament, 

A C ® _ 

lill^ • • • 

-- -. on oponing Parliament, Oc¬ 
tober 24, . • • . , , , 

Speech of the Lord Keeper, Oi^ober 24, . 

■2 Speech of the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons 
to His Majcfty on prefenting bills for fiis alfent, 
March 6, . , • , 

EfFeft of Hh Majefty’s Reply, March 6, 

^lulrefs of both Houfes to His Majefty, for prevent- 
ing the growth of Popery, M^rch 13, , 

Siibftancc of His Majelly’s Anfwer, March 13, 

Eftcft of the Speech of the Speaker of the Houfe of 
Commons to His Majcfty, April 22, (bymiftake 
piinted 1761-2) • ^, . 

Ilis M^efty’s Speech, April 22, 

Speech o^the Lord Keeper, April 22, 

Speech ot the Lord Chancellor (Sir Heneage Finch, 
afterwards Flarlnf Nottingham), deftring the Houfe 
of Commons to chulea Speaker, Februaiy 4, . 

Speech of Sir Job Charlton, pn being chol'en by the 
Houfe of Commons to be their Speaker, Feb. 4, 

Speech of the l.ord Chancellor, approving of the 
cJiMirc of the Houle of Commons, Feb. 6, 

Sir Job Charlton’s Reply, Feb. 6, 

The Lord Chancellor’s Anl'wer, Feb. 6, . 

His Majefty’s Speech on opening Parliament, Feb. 6, 
Speech of the Lord Chancellor, Feb. 6, 

His Majefty’s Conclufion of His Speech, Feb. 6, 

Petition and Addrefs by the.fafoufe of Commons to jhe 
King, Feb. ^4, (by miftake printed 44) . 


*38 

*39 

14 Q 

140 

142 

142 


*44 

*47 

*47 

*47 


* 5 * 

*S* 

*S* 

*54 


*55 

*55 

15 O 


156 

156 

*57 

*57 

158 

*59 

i6« 

. 164 

165 

1674 



CONTENTS. 


i£ 73 Hi« Majefty’s Anfvrcr, February *4* 

—— The Thanks of tl!e Houfe of Commons for Lis Ma- 
jefly’s Anfwer, Feb. a6, . , . 

. The King^s ! 5 peech to the Houfe of Peers, March i, 

—— Addrefs of Thanks by the Houfe of Peers, for ditto, 
March x. . . ' . 

—— Joint AddrHs of botii Houi'es to His Majcfly, refpeft* 
ing tile Popifli Recufants, &Ci«M:irch 7, 

His Majefty’s Speech in Reply, March Oj • 

—■ Report of the liOrd Chancellor, March 8, 

— -» Hi^ Majefty’s \ 3 eflage to the Houfe of Commons, 

March 24, . ^ . 

-r— Two Addrelfts of the Houfe oj; Commons to the King, 
MTarch 2^, . . 

—— Joint Addrefs of iJbth Houfes to His Majefty, March 
27, . j . • • 

—— The King’s Speech, March 29,* » . 

-■ . .^. - on opening Pariiameut, 27, 

——- Meflage from his Majefty, OtftoUer 30, 

—— Addrefs of *tlie Houfe of,Commons to His Majefty, 
October 31, . ■ , . 

—— Petition of both Houfes to the King, defiring a day 
to be appointed for a general Fait, November 3,^ 

1674 His Majefty’s Speech, Januaiy 7, ^ . 

—— Speech of the Lord Keeper, January 7, 

-Petition of both Houfes to the King, January 12, 

-— ■ The King’s Speech, January 24, . . 

—— — - --—, on contluding a Peace, Feb. i z, 

— . . Addrefs of Tlianks of both Houfes in Anfwei^ * 

—— Eft'edt of the King’s Speech, February 24, 

1675 His Majefty’s Speech on opening Parliament, April 13, 

-The Lord Keeper’s Speech, April 13, . . 

■IAdd. el's of the Houfe of Common.) to the Kmg, 
April 23, . . . . • 

— The King's Anfwer to the laft Addrefs, May 7,- . 

- His Majefty’s Speech on proroguing Parii^r;Av;nt, 

June 9, . . . ^ . 

—— Speech of the Lord Keeper, June 9, ^ « 

■— The King’s Speech on opening Parliament, Oft. 13, 

— Joint Addiefs of both Flonfes to His Majefty, Nov. to, 

3676 Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, 
March 10, . .. 

V02.. I. b 


171-2 



CONTENTS. 


1677 The King’i Speech*ofi opening Parliament, Feb, tj, 

— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to Kis Majefty, 

April lOp , , . * 

- The Ring’s Meflage to the Houfe of tommons, 

April u, . 

- Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to, the King, 

April 13, . . 

—— Mtflage frt>m the Khig to the Houfe of Commons, 
April . . . ' . 

-Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty, 

April 16, . . . . 

- — His Majefty’s Anfwer, May 2^* . . . 

— Addiefs of the Houfe of Commons t(f the King, 

h'fay 2^, • . • • , 

- ■ The King’s Anfwer, M^y 28, .• * . . 

— MelTage from His Majcfly, Dec,^3, 

1678 ---, January 15, . 

—— The King's Speech, Jan. 28, . . . 

——Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty, 

J'^n. 3 • 

-The King’s Anfwer to ditto, Veb. 4, 

- - The Houfe of Commons* Addrefs* to His Majefty, 

March 15, ..... 

- Meflage fromt-the King, Maich 19^ . . 

• - Speech of the Lord Chancellor, April 29, « . 

- Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the Kii>g, 

May 10, . ^ . 

— His Majefty’s Speech, May 23, . 

— MefTaga'from the King, May 28, 

* . ' " * June 7> • • . 

-The King’s Sjrecch, June 18, . . . 

21, « • . 

—— Joiuf Addrefs of both Houfes to His Ma jefty, 

-- Nov. 7, 

——- — ... - - - I , Nov. 8, 

Hi? Mi^efty’s Anfwer, Nov. 9, . 

—— The King*8 Aleflage to the Houfe of Commons, 
Nov. 13, . . . 

Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, Nov. 16, 

" ■■ —- - -- - -- ~^Nov. r9, 

——---, Nov. 19, 

iMMi —i " — * . , . . . . ^ Nov. f2, 


2 Cfi 

202 

203 

203 

204 

204 

205 

206 

208 

209 
209 
209 

Sit 

212 

214 

2t5 

2t5 

219 
221 
222 
222 
223 
225 

220 
22B 
228 

230 

231 

231 

232 
*33 

* 3 -V 

1678 




C O N T E N 1* Sj 


xtx 


J6y8 The King’s Anfwer^ Nov. 43* . * , , 234, 

—— The King’s Speech, November * 5, , . 235 

- Meflagefrosa^theKing, Nov. a6, * . 23; 

- Joint Addrefs of both Hoiifes, Nov. . . 236 

—^ Meflage from His Majefty, Dec. 2, . , 236' 

——- . —...... Dec. 4, 4 . 237 

1679 Joint Addrefs to His 5 /Iajefl:y, Marclj 21, . 237 

■ ' Two Addrefles of the Houft of Commons to tVe King, 

April 8, . ... * 238 

- His Majcfty’s Speech, April 72, . . . 239 

—— Addrefs of the Houfe of Cf'^mons to the King, April 

27, . , . •. ^ . . . 239 

. . The King’s Speech, April 30, . . .240 

- Speech of the Lo^id Chancellor, April 30, . . 240 

Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, ]\Iay S, 243 

----, May 14, ■ 243 

— Mefiage from the King, May 14, . . . 243 

1680 Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, Oft. 

• • • • • 

—— His Majefty’s Reply, Oft.*27, , . . . 244 

— — Addrefs of the Hdufe of Commons to the King, 

29^ ..... 

- MelTage from the King to the Houle of Common®* 

Nov. 9, . . . . . 246 

— Addrefs of the Houfo of Commons to His MajeRy, 

Nov. It, . . . . . 246 

—— The King’s Meflage to the Hopfe of Commons* Nov. i 5, 248 

—— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, Nov. 

19 )* • • • •* • 

. .. * —- I* * - — ■ ■ — -, Nov, 22, 

■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ Joint addrefs of both Honfes to the King, Nov. 23, 

- His Majefty’s Anfwer, Nov. 26, . * . 

—— Addrefs of the Houfe of' Commoni, Nov. 27, 

—— .- -, Dec. 29, 

*^81 Meflage from the King, Jan. 4* • • • 

1685 Kino James II.’s firft Speech to Parliament* May 22, 

—^— The King’s Speech, May 30, * * • 

—— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to his Majefty, 

June 13, . . . • « 

- Meflage from the King to the Houfe of Commons, 

June 18, . 


248 

249 

249 

250 
250 

* 5 ? 

259 

259 

261 

261 

262 


Auguft 4, 


• b 2 


262 

168^ 




CONTENTS, 


1685 The King’s Speech,* Nov. g, • * * 

Add refs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, No¬ 
vember s6, . . . < • 

^ * 

«•—— His Majedy’s Anfvi er, November 18, . • 

^688 Deflaraiion of the Prince of Orange, 0 £l. 10, 

- Additional Dec!a:ation of ditto, 061 . 24, •. 

- Order of the Prince of Orange for *the attendance of 

fuch poribns \vho*had been Members of any Parlia¬ 
ment in*the reign of King Charles ill. Dec. 23, 

— Speech of the Prince of Orange, Dec. 26, 

- Addrefs of the Members of the former Parliaments, &c. 

to the Pi ince of Orange, Dfc. 26, . . 

■-The Prince of Orange’s ,/\nf\vcr, Dec. 28* _ . 

i68g Letter from t!ie Pi ince of Orange to th^ Houfe of Com¬ 
mons, Jan. 22, . . • . 

—— Addrefs of the Honfe of Coinm%ns to the Prince of 
Orange, Jan. 22,.... 

-Addrefs of the Houle of Lords to the Prince of 

Orange, Jan. 22, .... 

~~ The Pj ince of Orange’s Anfwer, Jan. 23, • 

—— AddreTs of the Houle of Commons to the Prince of 
OiMiigc, Jan. 29, • .• . . 

— Y^'oclamatiou by both Houfes of Parliament, Feb. 12,' 

- Declaration bf ditto, Feb. 12, •. 

*—— King Wilciam Hi’s Speech on receiving the Decla¬ 
ration, Pcb. 15, . •. 

•—— The King’s Speech, ^b. 18, . . . 

- — Mcflagc from the King tfl the Houfe of Commons, 
Maaih 1, . 

-■■■ • Addrefs of both Hotifes to His Majefty, March i, 

■ . The King’s Anfwer, March 6, . 

— His Majclly’s Speech, hlarch 8, , 

-Addrefs of the Lord 7 >]ayor anfl Aldermen of the City 

of London, preiented to the King, March 13, 

— His Majelly’s Thanks to the laft Addrcls, March 13, 

- Addisfc of both Houfes to the King, March 15, 

~ His Majefty’s Speech, March 16, . 

—— Metfdge from Kis ivlajtlly to the Houfe of Commons, 
March 25, . 

— Addrefs of Thanks of t.hc Houfe of Commons to the 
King, March 28, . 

—— His Majcfly’s Mellagc, April i, . 

Addrefs of both Ploufcs to the King, April 13, 


26^ 

264 

265 
26^ 
276 


277 
*78 

278 
280 

280 

281 

281 
2S2 

282 

283 

=83 

287 

287 

288 
288 
288 
281^ 

290 

291 
291*' 

292 

2g;a 

*93 

294 

294 

1689 



CONTENTS. 


Xx.1 


1689 Speedi of the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons 

(Henry Powlc,*Efq.) to the King, April 13, 

- The King*s Anfvver, April 13, • » . • 

- Addrefs of tlie Houfe of Commons to the King, April 

19} • • • • • • 

—- - His Majefty*|Anfwer, April 20, . . 

* ■ ■■ ■■ ■ Addrefs of the Hottfe of Commons to His Majefty, 
April 25, . . ' \ 

The King’s Anfwer, April 26, . I 

-Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons to the King, June 

• • • • • 

— - Joint Addrefs of both Hopfes to His Majefty, June rS, 
Tlie King’s Speech, June 29, « . . , 

—— Addrefs of the Ho^fe of Commons to the King, July i 

- 2 -, July ^9, 

- The King’s Speech, October 19, 

—— Addrefs of tlie Houfe of Commons to the Kii.g, Nov, 
29, •••«•«•• 

—— The King’SjMeflage to the Houfe of Commons, No¬ 
vember 30, . , . 

— Addrefs of the IJoufe of CCfmmons to the King, 

l^eC. 11,, * • • • a • 

December ii, ' . . ’ . 

1690 The King’s Speech, March 20, . * 

- -, May 23, . 

——-, Oiftober 2, ’ . 

- Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, Oft. 8, 

-- ■ - ■ —. -- —, to the Queen, 'Oft. 8, 

The King’s Speech, Dec. 20, . . . 

1691 His Majefty's Speech, January 3, . 

• — -Oftober 22, . 

—— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, Oc¬ 
tober 28, . . . . • 

-, Oc¬ 
tober 28, . . . . • 

—• ■■■ The King’s Speech, Dec. 31, . . 

itqz -—', Feb. 24, ... 

— ■ - ——- --, Nov. 4^ . • • 

-Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, No¬ 
vember II,a a • • • 

-—a.--- ■ -- to the Queen, 

November 11, . . 

3 


• • • 


301 

303 

3 H 

30s 

306 


309 

310 
312 . 
312 

314 

3^Su 

3^5 


32a 

x69a 





XXll 


CONTENTS. 

1692 MefTage from the King to the Houfe of Commons, 

November 14, . I . . 322 

1693 The King’s Speech, November 3, , • 3*3 

1693-4 Reprcfcntation by the Houfe of Commons to the 

King, January 27, .... 324 

1694 The King’s Anfvver, Jan. 31, . ^ • . 325 

. — —-Speech, March 23, • . . . 326 

-Speecfi, Nov. 12, . , . . 326 

- Addi cfs oV the Houfe of Commons to his Majefty, 

Dec. 29, .... . 327 

7694-5 The King’s Anfwer, January i, . . 328 

169; Reprefentation to His Majefty by the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons, February 264- .... 328 

—— His Majefty’s Anfwer, March b, . . 330 

— Speech of Paul Foley, Efej. to the King, on being 
. chofen by the Houfe of Commons to be their 

Speal^cr, March‘.5, .... 330 

—— The Lord Keeper’s (Sir John, afterwards Lord So- 

mer’s) Speech to Mr. Foley, March I Si • 330 

-r^— Mr. Foley’s Speech, March 15, . • . . 331 

The King’s Speech, April 22, . . *331 

— Speech of the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons to ' 

. His Majefty, November 23, . . * 33 * 

- His Majefty’f Speech, Nov. 26, « . . . 332 

i .— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, No¬ 
vember 27, . . • . , . 334 

I—— His Majefty’s Anfwer^ November 29, . . 335 

- Addrefs of both Houfes^f Pailiamentto the King, 

De^mbcr 14, . . . * 33^ 

—— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty, 

December 14, . . . , 336 

-- The King's Anfwer to the joint Addrefs, Dec. 18, 337 

1696 Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, Ja- 

•"nuary 17, . . • , . .337 

- The King’s Anfwer, Jan.f23, . . . 338 

-The King’s Speech, Feb. 24, , , , 338 

---, OAober 20, . . 339 

—— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, Oc¬ 
tober 22, • . . , , , 340 

The King’s Reply, 0 £l. 26, . . . 341 

7697 Meftage from the King to the Houfe of Commons, 

feb. 18, . . • • , 34* 

jtr—The King’s Speech^ December 3, . , •, 341 




CONTENTS. xxiii 


ji97 Addrefs of theHoufe of Commons to*tbe King, Dec. 7, 34a 

,698 --, Junea3, 343 

---- June 30, 344 

- ----- June 30, 343 

— His Majefty’s Anfwer to the two l.;ft Addreflbs, July a, 346 

— Speech of Sie Thonias Littleton to His Majcfiy, on 
being chofen Speitker of the Houfe of Commons, 

December 9, . ' < . . 346 

—• The Lord Chancellor’s approbation of the thoicc of 

the Houfe ot Commons in their Speaker, Dee. 9, 347 

—— . The Speaker’s Reply, December 9, . . 347 

1699 The King’s Speech, February i, . . 347 

f* • 

—— Addiefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, Fe¬ 
bruary 3, .... . 348 

-The King’s Reply, Feb. 6, . . . 349 

— Addreis of the Houle of Comrnons to the King, Fe¬ 

bruary 18, . . . ., . 349 

—— His Majefty’s Reply, Feb. aa, . . *350 

— — Mcflage from the King to the Houfe of Commons, 

jMarch ^. • ■ • 3 S^ 

—— Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty, 

March zo, '. . . • * 3 $^ 


March 29, .5 . . ^ * . 3^1 

•- The King’s Anfwer, April 4, . . , 35a 

——The K.ng’s Speech, ^'ov. 16, . . . 

—— Addrefs of the Houfe of ComnQons to His Majefty, 

December i, . 1 . . . 354 

——His Majefty’s Speech, Dec, 5, . . 7'4 

1701 Speeches of Mr. Harley (afterwards EaH of bxlorc ). 
on being chofen Speaker of the Houfe of C«. 
mens, February 10, . . . 35% 

—— The King’s Speech, February 14, . o Jr'S) 

— Addrcls of the Hoiile of Commons to His Mr-jcityj 

April 16, . . . . ■> 3?7 

— His Majefty’s Anfwer, April 24, . . 

— — Mefliige from His Majefty, May 8, . 

— Copy of a Letter from the States Genei’iil to Hi? Ma¬ 

jefty, prefented with His Majefty.’s ^^cllage ,of 
May 8, . . . . -359 

—- Copy of a Letter from Mr. Stanhope to Mr. Secretary 
Hedges, prefented with His Majefty’s Meft'age of 
^May 8, , . ♦ . » 36^ 



CONTENTS, 


1701 The Kiog^s Speech,‘June xa, . ^ ^ 

—— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, 
June xa, . . i . . , v 

—— His Majelty’s Reply, June 14, . . • 

xyoa The King’s Speech, Jan. 2, . • • 

— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty, 
January 3, . . # . • 

— ■ ■■ ■ MetFage fiom the Ki^g to the Houfe .of Commons, 
fcbinarf 28, .... 

-■■ ■ ■ Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to Queen Anne, 
on her Acceliion to the Throne, March 9, 

' Her Majefty’s Anfwer, March yo, . • • 

■i — ~ The Qyeen’s Speech, March it, • 

— ■ ■ ■ —— -— -, March 30. ^ 

— . Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to fier Majefly, 

_Mkrch3i, . ^ . • . • • 

■*—— Her Majelly’s Anfwer^ April 8, . . • 

—— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to Her Majefty, 
May 2, • 

— ' ■ Her Majefty’s Anfwer, May 5% • 

•- Joint Addrefs of both Hotffes to the Q»tcen, May 18, 

Her Majefty’s Anfwer, May 22, . 

—— The Qnetn’s Speech, Oil. 23, 

Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to Her Majefty, 

26, ..... 

•—■■■■■ Her Majefty’s Anfwer, 0 £l. 28, 

—— The Queen’s Melfage'to the Houfe of Commons, 

Nov. 21, ..... 


Dec. 10. .... . 

-Addrefs to the Queen by the Houfe of Commons, 

I^cc. 18, ..... 

- Her^ajefty’s Anfwer, Dec. 2^ . 

1703 Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the Qpeen, Jan. 7, 

-Her Majefty’s Reply, (by miflake printed Addrefs) 

Jan. 9, • . > . . 

—— Addrefs of the Houfe Commons to Her Majefty, 
feb. XI, ' . . . 

——- Her Majefty’s Speech, Nov, 9, . 

—— Addrefs to the Queen by the Houfe of Commons, 
Nov. II, . . . . 

—— The Queen’s Anfwer, Nov. 15, . . , 

Her Majefty’s Speech, Dec. i?* - • . 


389 

390 

39 <> 

>703 



CONTENTS. 


atJtf 


1765 Addrefs o? the Hgufe of Commons to the Q^een, 
JDoc. 1. • • • . 

p< — — The Queeji’s Anfwer, Dec. 21, . 

— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to Her Majcfty, 
l^ec. 21^ . . • . . 

1704. Her Majefty’? Anfwer, Jan. 3» . 

——Her Majefty^s Speech, Jan. 2 r, 

— Meffage from th/s Q^een to the Houfe of Commons, 
Eeh. 7i ..... 

- - Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to Her Majefty, 

Eeh. ..... 

—— Her Majefty’s Reply, F^b. 12, . 

--Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the Queen, Feb. 

18, ...... 

—— The Queen’s Anfwer, Feb. 22, . . 

- Her Majefty’s Speech, Oft. 24, . , , 

Addrel's of the Houfe of Commons to the Queen, Oft. 

- Her Majefty’s Reply, Oft. 31, . . . 

——— Speech of Her Majefty, Dec, g, . . • 

1705 Meffage from Hci; Majefty to\he Houfe of Commons, 

Jan. 17, • • • • • 

■■ Her Majefty’s Speech, Nov. i, . 

- Addrefs of the Houle Commons to the Queen, Nov. 3, 

Her Majefty’s Reply, Nov. 7, . . . , 

—— The Qiteen’s Speech, Nov. 27, . . , 

— Addrefs to the Queen by bgth Houfes of Parliament, 
Nov. 27, . . . • . 

-The Queen’s Anfwer, Nov. 30, . . * 

- - The Queen’s Speech, Dec. 21, . 

1706 Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the Queen, Feb. 

xb, . , . . • . , 

— Her Majefly’s Speech, Feb. 16, . 

—Joint Addrefs of both Houfes to the Qjieen, March 11, 
Her Majefty’s Reply, March 13, . , . . 

■ » Her Majefty’s Speech, Dec. 3. . 

--Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to Her Majefty, 

Dec. 4) • • ... • 


- Her Majefty's Anfwer, Dec. 6, , 

——Her Majefty’s Speech, Dec. 21, 

1707 Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the Queen, 
• J^n. 7i • ’ » » • • 


39* 

39* 

3^» 

393 

393. 

393 

394 

394 

395 
400 

40 » 

40X 

402 
40a 

403 
403 

405 

407 

407 

407 

408 
-408 

409 

410 
410 

4 U 

4 ir 

412 

4*3 

4*3 

4*4 

270; 



awvi 


CONTENTS*. 


1707 The Queen’s Atifwer, Jan. 9, • 

Mcffage from Her Majelly, Jan. 9, 

- .— The Queen’s Speech* Jaa, a8, . 

.. .. ., March 6, 

— Joint Addrefs of both Houfes to the Queen, March 8, 

— — Her Majefty's AulVcr, March ra, 

- - -Speech^ April 14, 

- - — -^-, November 10, • 

- Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the Queen, 

November 11, . . 

- Her Majelly*s Anfwer, November 13, 

----Speech, Decernblr 18, a 

—— Joint Addrefs of both Hoiifes to the Qiieeii, 061 :, 22, 
»yo8 Her Majefly’s Anfwer, January 7, * • . 

——— Addrefs of the Houfe of Comiuons to the Queen, 
Eebruar^ 24, 0 *. « . « 

March 4, .... . 

—Her Majefty’s Anfwer, March 6, .* 

, Speech, Mjirch*ii, . . 

— Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons the Queen, 
March 12, . . . .. 

——- Her Majefty’s Anfwer, March 15,# 

* . Speech of the Lord Chancellor (Lord Cowper), No¬ 

vember 22, 

»— Two Addrefies of the Houfe of Commons to Her 
Majefty, November 23,, 

of Her Majefty’s Anl’wer, November 25, 

—— Addiefs by both Honfes to the Queen, Dec. 23, 

.*709 Her Majefty’s Anfwer, January 10, , 

i—— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to Her Majelly, 
J.aiiuary 27, . . • , 

- - The Queen’s Anfwer, January 20, , 

- Joint Addrefs of both Houfes to llcj- Majefty, March 2, 
—^ Her Majefty’s Anfwer, March 4, 

--Speech, November 15, 

— Addrefs of the Hottfe of Commons to the Queen, 
November i6,* . , 

—- The Queen’s Reply, November 19, , , 

1710 Addrel's of the Houfe of Commons to the Queen, 
February 16, ‘ . , , , 

—The Queen's Anfwer, February ao, , . * 


.4«4 

415 

4*5 

416 

417 

4'7 

4 tS 

418 

420 

421 

421 

422 
4*3 

4*3 

4*4 

4*'i 

4*S 

426 

4*7 

4*7 

430 

43' 

43' 

43' 

43* 

43* 

43* 

433 

433 

434 

435 

435 

436 

J71Q 





CONTENTS, 

1710 The Queen’s Speech, November 29, 

— — Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the Queeti, No¬ 
vember 30, (by miftake printed 0 &. za, 1696) 

—— The Queeii’s Anfwer, December a, , , 

1711 Meffage from the Queen, January a,, 

—— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to Her Majefty, 
January 3, % 

—■■■ Her Majefty’s Anfwer, January *5, 

—— Joint Addrefs of both Houles to the Qpeeft', March 9, 

- - The Queen’s Anfwer, March 14, . , . 

. — Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons, April 2, • 

—— The Qiieeij’s Anfwer,, April 10, , 

Meffage from the Qpeen, A^iril 20, 

Joint Addre^ of both Houfes to the Queen, April aq^ 
——Her Majefty’s Reply;, April a I, , • . , 

—— Reprefentation of the Houfe of Qpminons to the Qgeen, 
May 3:, , • . . • 

—— Her Majefty’s Anfwer, June 7, • « , 

—— The Quesn’s Speech, December 7, , , 

—— Addref'^ of the Houfe' of Commons to Her Majefty, 
December .... 

-Her Majefty’s Reply, December 11, 

171 a Meffage from thc^, Queen to the Houfe of Commons, 
January 14, . . . . . 

January 17, • 

>.■■■— Addrefs of the Houfe of Com'tnoos to the Queen, Ja- ' 
nuary 18, . . . . . 

^ Meffage from her Majefty to the Houfe of Commons, 
January ai,. . • . . 

-Her Majefty’s An Aver, January za, 

. . I i, Reprefentation to the Queen by the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons, March i, . 

— Her Majefty’s Anfwer, March 5, . • 

- Meffage from the Queen, March 14, 

-Her Majefty’s Speech, June 6, 

- Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons^ to the Queen; 

June 6, . . , , • 

—— The Queen’s Anfwer, June 10, . • * 

— — ... i . ■ Speech, June a i, • 

> 7*3 ■ ■ ' ' ' ■ j April 9, ♦ 


xxvu 

43 ^ 

437 

439 

439 

440 
440 
440 
44* 
44* 
44* 

443 

443 

444 
449 

■ -449 

45* 

45* 

45* 

453 

453 

454 

455 

455 
466 

466 
466 

47® 
47* 
47* 
47* 
>7*3 



• • • • 
xivin 


CONTENTS. 


1713 Adclrefs of theHoufe of Commons to ^)ie Queen, April 


10, 


5714 


n'‘S 


Her I\lajefty*s Anfwer, April 13, ^ • • 

Addrefs of the Hoiifc of Commons to Her Majefty, 
J une 24, '. * 

Her Majefty’s Reply, June 27, . •. 

-Mfff.ige, June 2:;, * 

Addrefs of the Houic o^'Commons to theQueen, July 3, 
Her Majefty^ AtiAver, July 9, 

---Speech, March 2, . 

Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the Queen, 
March 4, . . • . • 

Her Majelty's Anhver, Alarch 6, . 

Joint Addrefs by both Iloufes to the^C^iecn, April 

2 ^ • • • • • 

The Queen^s Anfwer, ^April 26, 

Speech of' the Lord Chancellor (Lord Cowper), 
Aug. 1;, .... . 

Addrefs of the Houfeof Commons to iheKing^Aug. 6, 
SpcKch of the Lord Chancellor, *Aug. 13, . . 

-, Ang. 2t, . 

His Majeity’s Anfwer to the Commons.’Addrcf', Aug. 

2^, • * « • ^ . . 

Speech of the Hon. Spencer Compton to His Majcfty, 
o« being chofea Speaker of the, Houle of Com¬ 
mons, March 21, .... 

The Lord Chancellor’s 8IJ)eech, March 21, 

The Speaker’s Reply, March 21, . 

The LorcfCharjcellor’s Anfwer, March 21, 

His Mnjelly’s Speech, March 23,, 

Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons, March 24, 

The King’s Anfwer, March 26, 

MtfTiige from Ills Mcljefty, June 23 , 

Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, July 11, 
His M.'ijefty’s Anfwer, July n, . 

Addrefs to His Majelly by the Houfe of Commons, 
July 18, •. 

His Majclly’s Anfvver, July 20, . • 

The King’s Speech, July 20, . . • 

Meflage from His Majelly, Aug. 30, • 

His Majefty*^s Speech, Sep. 21,^ , , 


474 

475 

475 

476 

476 

477 

478 

478 


480 

481 


481 

4S2 


482 

483 

484 

484 

485 


4S5 

486 

486 

487 
487 

489 

490 

491 

491 
4SS 

492 
494 

494 

495 
495 



CONTENTS. 


xxlx 




Speech of the Speaker of the Honfe of Commons to 
His Majefty on prcfenung bills fur bis aii'ent. 

oa. 6, ' 


Meffige fr(?ni the King to the Houfe of Commons, 
December 14, 


1716 




The King’s Speech, January 9, . 

Addrefs of the Howfe of Commons to His Majeftv, 
January 10, . • n. 

His Majefty’s Ahfwer, January 1 a, ^ , 

. .Speech, January 16, , 

Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty, 
January 23, . ... 

HisMajefty'b Keply, Jannar^a^, 

-S|^fcch, February 17, , 

Addrefs of tHe Houle of Commons to the King, 
February 18, *j . . 

The King’s Anfwer, February 2»i, 

-—— Meflage to the Houfe of Commons, 

March 23, . 


T717 


— Speech, February 20, 


1718 


Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, Fe¬ 
bruary 21, *. . • , 

The King’s Anfwer, February 23, 

Mefllige from the Ring, April 3> ^ . . 

His Majefty’s Speech, May 6, . 

Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to His Majefty, 

May 7, . . « . . . 

His Majefty’s Reply, May fo, . 

Addrefs to the King by the Houfe of CoiT*:uons, 
July 4, , 

His Majefty’s Anfwer, July 6, , 

-Speech, November 21, 

Addrefs of the Houfe of.Commons, November 22-, . 

The King’s Anfwer, November 2 

-Meflage to the Houfe of Commons, Fe¬ 
bruary I, . ‘ . . . . 

Meflage from the King to the Houfe of Commons, 
March 17, . . . . 

The King’s Speech, November If, 

TheLoid Cliancelloi’s (I'arl of Macclesfield) Speech, 
by the King’s command, \ovemb-r 1 £, 

Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to tli. King, No- 
* vember 12, 


497 

459 

499 

50* 

503 

503 

504 
506 

506 

507 

508 

505 
■ 508 

5^0 

51* 

514 

. 5 ^ 

5.6 

5.8 

5^9 

5'9 

520 

520, 

S2« 

524 



Ux 


CONTENTS. 


1718 His Majcfty’s Anfwer, November 14,, 

1719 -Speech, March 10, 

■—— The Lord Chancellor’s Speech, March 10, 


— lUi Majefty*s Speech, November 23, . 

— The Lord Chancellor’s Speech, November 23, 

— Addiefs to the King by the Houfe of .Comirons, No¬ 

vember 24, . , . . 

His Ma]efty’t*Anf\vor, November 25, * . 


1720 Mefl'age from the King, May 4, . . 

-Addrefs of the Moufe of Commons, iMay 7, 

. . His Majeft) *s Anfver, May g, ^ . 

—■— Joint Addiefs of both Il^ifes to the King* June 3, 
- llis Majeft)’s Reply, June 8, . ^ , 

- —- -Speech, December 8, • . 

. - — The. Lord Chancellor’s Sjjecch, Dt eir.ber 8, 

- Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to tue King, De¬ 
cember 9, . 

— — The King’s Reply, December 12, 


1721’iMellage from tlie King to thCtHoufe of Commons, 


June 


i6. 


sn 

5*3 

5^4 

524 

524 

526 

5^7 

5^7 

528 

528 

528 

529 
529 

529 

530 

53 ^ 


53'i 


• fully II,. 

, f 

— — Hii Majefty’s Speccli, July 31, 

-The r.oid Chancellor’s Speech, July^ai, 

-i- The King’s Speech, October 19, . . . 

—— The Loul Chancellor’s Speecih, Odober 19, 

——— Addrefs of the lionfe* of Commons lo the King, Oc¬ 
tober 20, . . . . . 

-Ills Majedy’s Reply, October 23, 

3722 Speech of Mr. Comj>ton to His Majcfty', on being 
I hofen Speaker ui the Houfe of Commons, Oc¬ 
tober II,. . 

—— The Loid Clianee'lv)!'3 Speech, Oiftobcr n, 

—- - The Speakers Utply. October it,^ 

-The Lord Chaneellur’-. Aijfwer, Octobei ir, 

■ - IllsM.ijefty’s Speech, October 15, 

-Addrel's of the Hoult of Commons to His Majclly, 

October *6, .... 

- The King’s Anfwer, October 18, 

-Joint Addrefs of both Houfes to His Majefty, No¬ 
vember i7» . 

- His Majefty’s Anfwer, Novem’oji 19, 


S 3 i 

533 

533 

533 

5 U 

535 

537 


5'7 
53 « 

538 

5 J 9 

539 

54 * 

544 

544 

545 
1723 



CONTENTS. 


1723 Adtlrefs of the lloiife of Commons to the Kin?, 

March i8, •. 

- The King’s Ren’.;', March a?, . , 

1724 -January 9, 

-Addrefs of the iloufe of Commons to the King, Ja¬ 
nuary 10, . 

—-— His M.;jcity’s Anfw’#r, Jinuary 13, 

—-Speech, Novembcf fe, 

- - Addrefs of the rfovifc of Commons to the iring, No¬ 
vember 13, . , . . 

-His Majefty’s Anfvver, November 16, 

1725 Mcflage from His Majffty, February 9, , 

- - - * -j ISeL'i'iiary 10, 

-5-, April 8, 

1726 The King’s {fpecch, January 20, . . 

- Addrefs of the Houie *of Corntnons to Ilis Majefty, 

January 21, . *. .* 

—»— His Majefty’s Reply, January 24, 

-Addrefs of^the Houfc of Commons to the King, Fe¬ 
bruary 18- . , . 

—— His Majefty’s Anfwer, Februafyai, 

— Mefliige from the King to the Iloufe of Commons, 
Mar^h 24, . , . . . • 

<—— The king’s Speech, May 34, 

-The J.ord Chancellor’s (Sir Peter, afteiwarcls Lord, 

King) Speech, IVlay 24, 

1727 His Majefty’s Speech, January«7, 

-Addrefs of the Iloufe of dommons to the King, Ja¬ 
nuary 18, . . . . . 

——— His Majefty’s Reply, January 20, 

— Addrefs of both lioufes to the King, March 14, 

-His Majefty’s Anfvver, March 17, 

-Speech, May 15, . . • . 

*—— The Lfjrd Chancellor’s Speech, May 15, 

-His Majefty’s (GEORCit 11 .) ftrft Speech, June 28, 

— — Addi cli of the Houle of Co.mmons to the King, J unc 2C9, 
-Ilis Majefty’s Reply, July i, . • 

-Meflage from the King to the Houfo* of Commons, 

July 6, .... . 


July 8, . . . • 

-Hi,s Majefty’s Speech, July 17, . . 

J728 The Lord Chancellor’s Speech, J mu ary 23, 



XXXll 


C O N T K N T S. 


1728 Speech of Mr. Arthur Onflow, on being chofen Speaker 

of theHo»ne of Commons, Janiiafy 27, 

— - ■ The Lord Cli.»nceilor’s Reply, January 27, 

The Speaker’s Aniwer, Jarn>aiy27, 

- - Speech of the Lord Chancellor, January 27, 

-- The King’s S')eech, Jaruiaiy -^r, 

— - Addrcl:. of the lioulc of Commons tft the King, Feb. 

— The King’s AiU.vcr, Febriiary 3, 

-Repre.'-. ntatio”! fo His Majclly by the Houfe of Com 

inon,, ^piilS, 

— The Kiiig’a Anfwcr, April ti, 

—— Mt.iljgc froiii li.s Mnjefly fo the Houfe of Commons 
1 < V t), . • . . • 

—— Ifis M.';' r.y’a ‘-pcct;!, May 28, . ^ 

- - The l/u'd Chaiictlif iS Speech, May 28,* 

1729 His M.rtlly’s Speech, Ja’.’.uary 2% . 

- Addrt’ls of the IIijU'.cos Comiro ir to the Kmg, Jau. 22. 

— His Majcfty’.s Rep y, Jaiuiaiy 2 
- Joint Addrefs of both HMifc-. to the King, filarch 2 
•' ■ ■ ■ His Majefty’s Anfwcr, March*.26, 

- - Meflage from His Majell}-, May 12, ‘ 

,LIis Majefty’s Speech, May 14, 

— — The Lord Cnanccllot’s Speech, May 14, 

4730 The King’s Speech, January 13, 

- Addrefs of the Houle ol CemmonS to the King, Jan 

— His M.ajefly’fi Speech, May 15,. 

- - The Lord Chancellor’s Speceh, May 15, 

1731 His Majefty's Speech, January 21, 

—— Addrefs of the Houle of Commons to the King, Jan 
—• His Majefty’s Reply, January 25, 

—^-, May 7, 

- Th^ Lord Chrinccllor'.; Spcet:l). May-, 


1732 His Majvfty’s Speech, January 

- Addrefs of the Houle of (hnnmoiis to the King, Jan. 

— . — His Majefty’s Reply, Januaiy 17, 

Addrefs of the'Houle of Commons to the King, May 
His Majefty’s Speech, June i, 

—^ The Lord Chaiiccllo'.’s Speech, June i, . 

2733 His M.ijofty’s Speech, January 16, 

Addrefs of the Houle of Commons to the King, Jan 
Ills Maj.fty’s Reply, January 22, • 




22 , 


» 4 » 


10, 


/» 


474- 

574 

575 
575 
575 

578 

580 

580 

593 

59- 

594 

595 

595 

597 

599 

599 

60 j 
6.;r> 
Co'J 
Cot 
6 oi 
603 

605 

606 

607 

608 
610 

610 

611 

6n 

614 

615 
615 

617 

618 

618 

619 

620 


*733 




CONTENTS 


xxxiii 


* 733 MelTflge from the Kjng to the Houfe of Commons, May 8, 610 
—— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons, May 8, . 6ao 

- The King’* ^eply, May 10, , , . 6»i 

-Speech, June 13, . . .621 

.. Speech of the Lord Chancellor, June 13, , 622 

1734 His Majefty’s Speech, January 17, . . ttz 

— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons t# the King, Jan. 18, 6*4 
-His Majefty’s Anltver, January 22, .• . 626 

— Meffage from the King to the Houfe of Commons, 

March 28, . . . . .626 


-The King’s Speech, April 16, . . . 627 

-Speech of the Lord Chancellor (Charles, afterwards 

Lord, Talbot), April 16, . . . 62S 

1735 - > 23* ^*9 

-Speech of Mr. Onflow cwi lieing chofen Speaker of the 

Houfe of Commons, Januar/zj, . 629 

—— The Lord Chancellor’s Speech, January 23, < . 630 

- The Speaker’s Reply, January 23, . . . 63a 

- The Lord Chancellor’s Anfwer, January 23, . 630 

— The King’s Speech, January 2,7, . . 631 

-Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, Jan. 28, 633 

- His Majefty’s Reply, January 31, . . *634 

-Meffage from His Majtfty to the Houfe of Common?, 

March 26, . . . .63^ 

—— His Majefty's Speeefi, May 15, . . 635 

- Speech of the Lord Chancellor, May 15, . 63b 

1736 The King’s Speech, January 15, . , 637 

— • Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, jSn. 16, 638 

-His Majefty’s Anfwer, January ig, . . 640 

- - -, Speech, May 20, . 641 

-The Lord Chancellor’s (Hardwicke) Speech, May 20, 642 

’737 ... ..—. ., Feb. I* 64a 

-Addrefs of the Floufe of Commons to His Majefty, Feb. 2, 644 

-Meffage from His Majefty, May 24, . . 645 

—— His Majefty’s Speech, June zi, , . 646 

—The l-ord Chancellor’s Speech, June 21.* . 647 

* 7 . 1 ^ The King’s Speech, January 24, * . • 647 

—— Addrefs of the Honfe of Commons tj the King, Ja:i. 25, 647 

-His Majefty’s Reply, January 27, . . 649 

-«... Speech, May 20, . . 649 

—— Speech of the Lord Chancellor, May 20, . 650 

r ;y39 





CONTENTS 


1739 The King’s Speech Fchrnary J» , 

el's of ti'iC Houfi’ of Conwiiors to thc King» Feb. 

- IJis Ain'-.ci, r-biinry 5, !• 

—>— Meli;;gc Jioin iht: Kin;', fo :h: iioufe of Commons, May 3, 
_... - ----—, IMay 10, 

-'Flic .'pci' h, J'li'e i I *» 

-—- Th: I.oi'cl v'lniiLc'.if^fJune 
his Maje-ly’s Sjycecli, Ni'vcmb'M* 13, * 

-Aclili cl's of the i Ionic ot Ko!o 3 to HisMajefty, No- 

Vfini cr :0, , . . • • 

-Miijclly’s Reply, Ko-.cmbci- 16, 

--AJilrcfs of the Iloufc urj'o’.iimons to thc^ving, No¬ 
vember ^6, 

— The Kir,i;*s Am .V r, Nov-.mbir 

1740 MclI'igc lioin tile King to the ^lomc of Comtnonr*, 

■ I'fiiriiaiy 1?., ^ . 


Mai eh 6, , 

-i~r- A'iiln fs of both ITonfo.' to tlie King, Iilartiii 17, . 

-IJis MrijiRy’s Reply, Ahi'ilf ly, ’ 

— ——-— Speech, Apiil ay, • 

-„Tht; 1 Orel ChcncclioiSjiccch, Ap'il 29, 

- Ills Mnjclly’j^pecch, No'.ciiher #8, 

-Adnrcl’s of the] ionic ot l.oriU to the King, Nov. 19, 

. Tiia M.ijcils’s Anfwer, Novcmljcr'iy, 

-Aililrcfa of the lhmfc*of Coiinnons to [Jis Majefty, 

Ni'.v. 20 (piiiAed by afilbike No'.ember 10), 

—•— ills AV^jifty’s Anfiver, November 21, 

{741--Speech, Aprils, 

—— Adfl^f'h of the Houfe of l.or(ls to the King, April to, 

- The Iving’3 Reply, April 10, . 

--Aihhefj of tiic Houle of Commons to the King, April 9, 

—— Hi'. Majtily’s AniKci', April i . • 

-—-— Spcidi, April 23, • , 

-The Lojd Char.ec!!or’s Speech, April 23, « 

— —- t'pcech of ]Mr#OnuoV' on Iv-ing appointed Sjjcakcr of 
the Houfe of t'ornmonc, ]')cceinbcr 4, 

— . - The Lord Chancellor’s Speech, Dcceml er 4, 

-— T’ic .‘Speaker's Anfwer, December 4, , , 

- - ■— The 1 ord Chancellor’s Reply, December 4, 

-Mis Majefty’s Speech, December 4, , * , 

— • Adi’.icfs of the Houfe of Lords to the King, Dee. 5, 


650 

65c. 

655 

65s 




^>57 

65S 


659 

bOa 


66o 


660 
the 
C(>i 

661 
662 
662 
664 
666 

66.6 

667 

667 

669 

669 

670 

670 

671 

672 

67a 

673 

673 

674 
674 
676 

174* 



ly^i His Majefty’s Anfwer, December 5, 

— — Addrd's of the Houfeof Commons to the King, Dec. g, 

-- His Majeiffj’s Anfwer, December ii, 

—— Add refs of the Archbifliop, Bifliops, and Clergv, of 
the Province of Canterbury, in Convocation 
affembled, to His Majefty, December ii, 

— —— The King's Anfwe?, December 11, 

—— MeflTage from the^ King to the K.blf Commons, April i, 

-Lords, ifpril 2, 

—— The King’s Speech, July 15, 

—— The Lord Chancellor’s Speech, July 15, 

- His Majefty’^ Speech, Ivfovember 16, 

- Addrefs of the Houfeof Lords to His Majefty, Nov. 17, 

—— Ilis Majefty’s ^rilfvver, November 17, 

—— Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King, Nov. 17, CS5 


-His Majefty’s Anfwer, Noveml?er*22, 686 

- --Speech, December 21, . . 686 

7743 Addrefs of the Archbifliop, Bifliops, and Clergy, of • 
the Prc^ince of Canteibury, in Convocation af¬ 
fembled, to His M.tjefty, March 3, . 687 

--His Majefty’s Anfrer, March 3, . . 68lJ 

- -Speech, Apiil ar, . , ^ 688 

-Speech of the Lord Chancellor, April 2 . 68g 

- The King’s Speech, December I, . , O89 

—— Addrefs of th(»Houffc of Lords to the King, Dec. 2, 691. 

- His Majefty’s Anfwer, Decembes 2, . . 692^ 

-Addrels of the Houfe of LorSs to His Majefty, Dec. 2, 69a 

- The King’s Anfwer, December 5, . • . 693 


1744 Mcfliige Irom the King to the Houfe of Commons, Jan. 31, 693 

-His Majefty’s Speech, February 14, . . 694 

--Mefliigc ftom His Majefty to both Houfes, feb. 15, 694 

—— Joint Addrefs of both Hsufes to the King, Feb. 15; 695 

- Ilis Majefty’s Anfwer, February 20, . . 6g6 

...Speech, April 3, . . . 696 

- Addrefs of the Houfe of Lords to the King, April 4, 697 

His ftlajcfty’s Anfwer, April 4, • . • 6g8 

■ - Addrefs of the Hotifcof Commons to tire King, April 4, 699 


His Majefty’s Anfwer, April 6, . . • 700 

. . ..Speech, May 12, . . 700 

Speech of the Lord Chancellor, May iz, . 701 

His Majefty’s Speech, November *7, . • 701 


677 

677 

678 

679 
68o‘ 

680 

680 

681 • 

682 

682 

683 
685 






xxxvi 


CONTENTS. 


Addrefs of the Houfc of Lords to the King, Nov. 28, 
His Majefty’s Anfwer, November 28, 

Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the^King, No 
vember 28, . 

The King’s Anfw'er, Nov. 30, . . • 

-Speech, Jan. 14, ^ • . • 

Addrefs of the Houf: of Lords to the King, Jan. 15, 
His Mrtjefty’s Anfwer, Jan. i^, . * . . 

——-Speech, Feb. 14, . . 

———---, May 2, . 

The Lord Chancellor’s Speech^ May 2, . . 

His Majefty’s Speech, ©ft. 17, . * . . 

Addrefs of the Houfe of Lords to tlie Jviiig, Oft. 18, 

The King’s Anfwer, Oft. 18, . * . 

Addrefs of the Houfe* of Cornmons to the King, 
06 t- i-S, . • . 

His Majefty’s Reply, Oftober 21, 

Speech of the Speaker of the Houfe of Comqjons to Hi# 
Majcfty on prefenting Bilis for His aflent. May 2, 

Mefllige from the King'to the Ho^fe of Commons, 
December 19, , , . 


SPEECHES, 
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KINGS’ SPEECHES, 



CHARLES-II.’s DECLARATION. 


Charles Rex.* 


^HARLICS, by the grace of God^ King of England^ ScoN 
^ land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, See, 
To all o’.ir loving fubjccls, of what degree or quality foever, 
greeting. If ihj general ililtradion and confufion, which 
fpi 'ad over the whole kingdoiji, doth not awalcen all men to'a 
dfi'ie and longing, that thofc wounds, which have fo many 
y< 'S a'gethcr been kcp*t bleeding, may be bound up ; all we 
c. ■ fay will be lonopurpufc, How'ever, after this long fileijjce, 

V.'.VC thought it our duly to declare, how ftiuch we defire to 

C' .ante thereunto ; and that, as we can never give over the 
Ii' pe in good lime to obtain the poifeflion of that right, which 
,..,d n?t'3re hath made our due, fo we do make it our daily 
foil 'o the Divitte Providence, tlyit Ife will, in compaffion to 
us and our fubjecis, after fo long mifery and fufFerings, remit, 
aiid pul us into a (]inct and peaceable poflellion of thft our right, 
with as little blood and damage to our people as is pollible. 
Nor do we dclirc more to enjoy what is ours, than that all our 
fubjeds may enjoy what by law is theirs, by a full and entire 
adntiniftration of juftice throughout the land, and by extending 
our mercy where it is wanted, and deferved. 

And t6 the end tliat the fear of piininiment may not engage 
any, confeious to thcmfelvcs of tvhat Is part, to a perfeverance 
in guilt for tile future, by opppfing the quiet and happinefs of 
their country, in the reflaiiration, both of lyings. Peers, and t 
People, to their juft, ancient, and fundan\ental rights ;• we do \ 
by ihefe prefents declare, thdt we do grant a free and general 
pardon, which we are ready, upon demand, to pafs untjer out 


* From the Journals of the Hoiife of Com ni, voL viil. p. 5. 
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great (cal of England, to all our fubjf £ls, of what degree Of 
quality foever; who, within forty days after the publilhing 
hereof, ihall lay hold upon this our grace and favour, and fhall, 
by any public a£l, declare their doing fo, and that iliey return 
to the loyalty and obedience of good fubjefls; excepting only 
fuch perfons as (hall hereafter be excepted by Pariiament: 
thofe only excepted, let all our fubjgdls, how faulty foever, 
rely upon the Mord of c King, folemnly given by this prefent 
declaration, tlwt no crime whatfoever, ^committed againft us, 
or our royal father, before the publication of tins, lhall e^er 
rife in judgment, or be brought in qucllioii, againft any of theni^ 
to the Icaft enviamagement of them, eiflier in their lives, liber¬ 
ties, or eftates, or (as far fbrth as lie* in our power) fo much 
as to the prejudice of their Teputations, by arfy reproach or term 
of diftindion from the reft of our bcl^ fubjeds; we dcfiring 
and ordaining, that henceforward all notes of difeord, fepara- 
lion, aqd dift'crencc of parties, be utterly aboliftied among all 
our fubjcfls j'w'hom \v» invite and conjure to a perfed union 
among themielves under our protedion, for the refettlcment of 
our juft rights, and theirs, in a free Parliament j by which, 
upon the word of a King, we will be advifed.t 

And, bocaul’o the palHon and*uncharitablenefs of the times 
have produced fevcral opiufons in religion, by which men are 
engaged in parties and animofities againft each other, which, 
wlftn tltey lhall torcafter unite in a irecdom of converfation, 
•will be compofed or belter underftood \ we do declare a liberty 
to tender cortfcicnccs ; and that no man fliall be difqiiicted, or 
called in queftion, for dift'crcnccs. of*opinion in matter of reli¬ 
gion, which t!o not dilturi) the peace of the kingdom; and that 
we lhall be t. ady to confent fo fiich an ad of Parliament, as, 
upon matvie deliberation, lhall be orfered to us for the full 
granting tiiai indulgcra'c.’ 

AndbeciuiU;, in the continued diftradions of fo many years, 
and fo many a.id great vc\oliiiions, many grants and pitrchafcs 
of ellateshave been made to and by many officers, foldiers, and 
others,•who are now polfetled «f the fame, and who may be 
liable to adioiis at law upon fevcral titles ; we are likewifc 
willing, that all fuch dilFcrcnccs, and all things relating to fuch 
grants, Tales, and purchafes, lhall be determined in Parliament, 
which can beft provide for the juft faiisfadion of all men who 
are concerned. • 

And we do further declare, that we will be ready to confent 
, to any ad or ads of Parliament to the purpofes aforefaid, and 
to the full fatisfadion of all arrears due to the officers and fol¬ 
diers of the army under thecommand of General Monck ; and 

that 
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that they fliall be received into our fervice, upon as good pay 
and conditions as they now enjoy. • 

Given undcriour ilgn manual, and privyXignet, at our court 
at Breda, this day of April, 1660, in the twelfth 
year of our reign. 


His MajeJiy's Mejja^^o the Houfe of Commons, fjtne 18, i66o. 
Charles Rex.- 

W "E have had too an\lc a manifeftation of your afFeftion and 


‘TXT E have had too amVc a manifeftation of your afFeftion and 
^ ' duty towards us, fcc good efFe£t whereof is notdrious to 
the World, to mak« the llalt doubt qf the continuance and im¬ 
provement thereof \ or, *in the leaft degree, to dillike what you 
have done \ or to coqij^lain of what you have left undone ; we 
know well the weight of thofe affairs, which depend upon 
your councils, and the time that muft unavoidably be fpent in. 
debates, where there muft naturally l)e difference of opinion 
and judgment amongft thofe'whofe defires of public peace and 
fafety arc the fame ; and neither wc nor you muft be over-much, 
troubled, if we nnd our goo(^ intentions, and the unwearied 
pains we take fo reduce thofe good intentions into real a6ls, for 
the quiet and fecurity of*thc nation, mifreprefented and mifin- 
terpreted by thofe who are, in truth, afflidlcd to fee the piib- 
lic diftra£itions, by God’« bleffing fo near %n end; and by 
others, upon whofe weaknefs, fears, and jealoufies, the acti¬ 
vity and cunning of thofe ill men have too great an influence. 

How wonderful and miraculous foever the great harmony of 
affcClions bctw'een us and our gogd fubjcCls is, (and that is fo 
vifible and manifeft to the world, that there fcarce appears the 
view of any cloud to overfliadow or difturb it) yet wS muft not 
think, that God Almighty hath wrought the miracle to that de¬ 
gree, that a nation, fo raiferably divided for fo many years, is 
fo foon and entirely united in their affeClions and endeavours, 
as were to be wiflied ; but that the evil confcicnces of many 
men continue to aw^ake for mifehief; that they are not willing 
to take reft themfelves, or to fuffer others to take it: and W'C 
liave all had too fad experience of the unhappy efteds of fears 
and jealoufies,ohow groundlefs and unreafonable foever, not to 
think it very ncceffary to apply all timely antj proper remedies 
to thofe diftempers; and to prevent the inconveniences and mif- 
chiefs, which too naturally flow from thence : w'c w;cll forefaw, 
that the great violation, which the laws of the land had for fo 
many years fuftained, had filled the hearts of the people with 
a terrible apprehenfion of infccurity to themfelves, .if all they 

B ?; had 
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had faid and done fliould be liable to be examined and punilbeci 
by thofe laws, which had been fo violated ; and that nothing 
could eftabliih the fccurity ot' king and pcopK, but a full pro- 
vilion, that the returning to the reverence and obedience of 
the law (which i.s good tor us all) fliould not turn to the nun 
of any, w'ho arc willing and fit to receive that proteftion 
hereafter from the law, and to pay that fi-bjedlion to it that 
is juft and necciVary;‘‘and theretorc we^uade that free ofler 
of a general 'pardon, in fuch manner as is exprelfed in our 
‘declaration : and how ready and deliroii.t wc are to make good 
the fame, appears by our proclamatio ?, which wc liavc iifucd 
out upofc), and according to, yunr dciif^e. 

idowever, it is evident, that all ’. c have or do offer, doth 
not enough compofc the hiinds of «Sur people; nor, in their 
opinions, can their fccurity be provnkid for, till the aft of 
indemnity and oblivion be palfed ; and \fe find great induftry 
is ufed, by thofe, who do not wifli that peace to the kittgdoin 
they ought to’do, to petfuade our good fubjefts, that wc have 
no mind to make good our promifes; which, in truth, w'e 
defire to perform for our own fake as well as theirs: and w'c 
do therefore very earneffly recommend it to^you, that ail pof- 
lible expedition he iifed in the palling that mott neceflary aft, 
whereby our good fubjeJls generally will be fatisfied, that 
their fectnity is in their own hands, and depends upon their 
future aftions ; and that they are fr^e for all that is part : ami 
fo all the endeavours of ill men will be difappoi'nted, which 
•would perfuade them not to do well, becaufe they have here¬ 
tofore done amifs. Atjd we are th6 more engaged to this our 
recommendation, becaiiie, upon the refleftion of your emi¬ 
nent zeal and affeftion foi* our fervice, and hearty concur- 
xence with us in all we have deiired from you, men are apt 
to perfuade others, (though they do not believe it thenifelves) 
that the palling the aft is therefore deferred, becaufc we do 
not enough prefs the difpatch of it ; which wc do defire from 
our heart; and are confident you will the fooner do, upon 
this ou^ carneft recommendation. 


JI/s Mnjejiys Mejfage to both Houfes of ’Parliament^ July 30, 
, 1660. 

Charles Rex: 

TJIS Nfajcfty is very well informed of the value of thofe 
conceilions which are to pals in the aft of indemnity, 
which relate entirely to h?s Majefty^s profit, and which have 
little or no relation to the war* He knows wclj, that the 

arrears 
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arrears of the wards, the licenfes of alienation, and aliena^ 
tions without licenfe, purveyance, refpite of homage, the 
arrears of rent ftUl in the hands of the tenants, and the other 
particulars, amount to a great and vaft funi; all which are 
releafed and difeharged by this aft : but his Majefty is fo well 
fatished of the good affeftion of his Houfe of Commons, and 
of their intention^and cefolutlons to fettle fuch a revenue 
upon his Majefty, ib may prefervcjtH® crown from want, and 
from being undervalnd by his neighbours ; that«he is refolved 
not to infill upon anjlparticulars, which the Houfe of Comsr« 
mons dcflrcd his Mamly Ihould rclcafe. And therefore, as 
his Majefty thanks th| Houfe of Peers for the info.rmation 
they have given him, ^d for the care they have exprelled of 
his Majefty’s profit ; fc^he is well Contented, ;;hat that claufe ' 
ihall pafs in fuch manner as the Houfe of Commons hath fet 
down ; and continifts his earneft defire, that all expedition be 
ufed in paffing the faid aft, in the manner he hath formerly 
expreffed. 

Given at our court at Whitehall, this thirtieth day of July, 
in the twelfth year of our reign. 

By his Majefty’s command, 

• EDWARD NICHOLAS, 


His Majejiy 5 Afofi Grmclous Speech,* Septfmber 13, 1660, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TF my prefence here hkd not been requifite, for the paffing 
thefe many bills, 1 did always intend to fee you together 
before your adjournment, that if might again thank you for 
the many good things you have done for me and the kingdom; 
and, in truth, I do thank you more for what yc have done 
for the public, than what you have done for my own particular; 
and yet I do thank you for that, with all my heart: but, I 
confefs to you, I do thank you more 'for the provifion you 
have made to prevent free cpiarlcr, during the time riie army 
fliall be difbanding, (which I take 10 be given for my fatis- 
faftio.n) than 1 do for ilic other prefent you have made me, 
for my own particular occafions; and I do promife you (which 
is the beft way 1 can take to gratify you) 1 will not apply 
one penny of that money to my own parttciflar occalloiis, what 
fhift foever I make, till it is evident to me, that the public 
will not ftand in need of it; and if I do, every penny of it; 

* This and the Chancellor’s fpcech have been compared with the 
originals bound up in tiie Journals ,of the Houfe of Lords. 

" B .q ihall 
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fhall be difburfed that way; ahd, I dire fay, I fljall not he 
the poorer for it. I cannot but take notice one particular 
bill I have palTed, which may feem of an extraordinary na¬ 
ture, that concerning the Duke of Somerfet; but, you all 
know, it is for an extraordinary perfon, who hath merited 
as much of the king my father, and myfelf, as a fubjed can 
do: and I am none of thofe who* thin’f that fubjefts, by 
•performing their dutiel in an extraordbj'liry manner, do not 
^oblige their princes to reward them in in extraordinary man¬ 
ner: there can be no danger from fu^h a precedent: and, I 
hope, no man will envy him ; beca/fc I have done what a 
good mailer Ihould do to fuch a fervanj*. 

My Lord5 and Gentkmen, 

1 will not deny to you, that I had fame inclination, when 
I confented, upon your defire, to your "iccefs, to have made 
a feflioa ; which I thought moft agreeable to the ancient order 
of Parliaments: and, thope, you will all join with me, in re¬ 
ducing the proceedings of Parliament to the ancient rules and 
orders of Parliaments; the deviations from which hath doite 
us no good : and, I think, there were netfer lo many bills 
pafl'cd together, as I have^this Hay given my aflent to, without 
a feflion : but, upon the defire and reafons given by the Houfe 
of Commons, for an adjournment without a fcllion, I did 
veiy willingly depart from that inclination; and do as willingly 
give you leave, and diredl you, that you adjourn yourfelves 
till the fixth of November: when, 1 hope, you will all meet 
again ; and, in the mean time, that you will be all welcome 
to your countries, and «do much fervice there. I have many 
other particulars to fay, add recommend to you ; in v/hich f 
cannot enough truft to my own memory: and, therefoje, 1 
fhall command the Chancellor to fay the reft to you. 


After his Majefty had ended his fpecch, the Lord Chancellor 

faid as follows: 


>T^HE King 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

tells you, that he hath commanded me to fay 
many particulars to you : and the truth is, he hath charged 
me with fo many,' that I have great reafon to fear, that I fhall 
ftand in much need of his mercy, for omitting many things he 
hath given me in command; at leaft, for delivering them in 
more diforder and cojnfufion, than matters of fuch moment 
and importance ought to ‘be to fuch an aflembly; for which 
the King himfelf hath even *a kind of reverence, ^as well as 

an 
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an extraordinary kindpefs- I am to mention Tome things he 
hath done already, and many things he intends to do, during 
this recefs, that*you may fee (how well content foever he is, 
that you Ihould have eafe, and pleafure, and refrefltment) he 
hath defigned work enough for himlelf. 

7 'he King hath thanked you for the provlfion you have 
made, that there imay be no free quarter during the time the 
army lhall be difl)a\ding; and hath l^ld you what he will do 
with that jDioney yoOdiave given him, if there ihould be want, 
wherev,'ithal to dilbaiM it. 

And now, I hope,’|you will all believe, that his Majclly 
will confent to the difbinding. 

He will do fo; and\yet he does not take it unkindly at 
their hands, who* have Ithought that his Maj^fty would not- 
difband this army : it was a fober and a rational jealoufy: no 
other prince in Eifrope would be willing to difband fuch an 
army; an army to which vidlory is entailed; and wdiich (hu¬ 
manly fpeaking) could hardly fail l)f^conqueft wheresoever he 
fhould lead it: and, if God had not reftored his Majefty to 
that rare felicity, as to be without apprehenfion of danger at 
home, or from aabroad, and without any ambition of taking 
from his neighbours what they arc poflcfl'cd of; himfclf would 
never difband this army i an anfiy, whofe order and difei- 
pline, whofe fobriety and manners, whofe courage and fuc- 
cefs, hath made it famous and terrible over the world :* an 
army of which the King, and his two royal brothers, may 
fay, as the noble Grecian laid of jEneas; 

—— Stetimus tel^afpcra contray 
Contulimufque manus: experto cr^dltey quantus 
In clypeum ajjur^at, quo turbine torqueat huftam. 

They have all three, in feveral countries, foiind^ ihemfelvcs 
engaged, in the midfl of thefe troops, in the heat and rage of 
battle ;’and if any common foldier (as, nodotibt, many may) 
will demand the old Romans’ privilege for having encountered 
princes fingle, upon my confcience, he will find both favour 
and preferment. They havs all three obferved the diicipline, 
and felt, and admired, and loved, the courage of this army, 
when they were the worfe for it; and I have fecn them, in a 
feafon, when there was little'«qlfe of comfort in their view, 
refrefli themfelves with joy, thal'-the Englifh had done the 
great work ; the Englifh had got •ffift^ay ; and then pleafe 
themfelves with the imagination, whatSvonders they mould 
perform in the head of fuch an army. And therefore, when 
his Majefty is fo entirely poifelTed of the.affection and obe¬ 
dience of this army, and when U hath merited fo ntuch from 

B. 4 him, 
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fiim> can it be believed, or imagined^ that he can, -without 
4 bme regret, part with them ? 

No, my Lords and Gentlemen; he wilP never part with 
them; and the only fure way to part with them, is to difband 
them. Should it be otherwife, they muft be expofed to the' 
daily importunity of his great neighbours and allies : and how 
could he refufe to lend them his troops, which he hath no 
^fe himfelf ? « . 

His MajcRy knows they are too good^ngliflimen, to wifli 
"ihat a ftanding army fhould be kept unin the bowels of their 
own country : that they who but in b^lo pacts get ere negot-unty 
and who, whilft an army, lived likctood hufbandmen in the 
country, and good citizens in the city/will now become really 
fuch ; and take delight ift the benei^ of that peace they have 
f 6 honeflly and fo wonderfully brought t# pafs. 

The King will part with them, as tUfe moft indulgent pa¬ 
rents pvt with their children, for their education and for their 
preferment: ^e will picter them to diibanding, and prefer 
tfiem by difbanding: and will always retain fuch a kindnefs 
for them, and fuch a memory of the fervice they have done 
him, that both officers and foldiers, after tliey arc dilbanded, 
lhall always find fuch countenance, favour, and reward, from 
his Majefly, that he doubts not but, •!£ he fhould have occa- 
iion to ufc their fervice, they will again refort to him, with 
the fame alacrity as if they bad nev^r been difbanded • and if 
there be any fo ill amonglt them (as there can be but very 
few, if any) who will forfeit that favour and protcilion they 
may have from him, by any withftSnding his Majedy’s com¬ 
mands, and the full and declared fenfe of the kingdom, his 
Majefty is confident they w ilt be as odious to their companions, 
as they cau be to any other honed men. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1 am, in the next place, by the King’s command, to put 
you in mind of the ail of indemnity: not of any grants, or 
conceflions, or releafes, he made to you in that a£l; I have 
nothing of that in charge ; no prince hath fo excellent a me¬ 
mory, to forget the favours he does: but of -what he hath 
done againft you in that aft/ ’how you may be undone by that 
aft, if you are not very^ .ireful to perform the obligations he 
bath laid upon yoh L, it,‘ The claufe I am to put you in mind 
of, is this: ** Amf to the intent and purpofe, that all names 
and terms of diftinftion may be likewife put into utter obli¬ 
vion, Be it further cnafted, by the authority aforefaid, That 
if any perfon or perfons, within the fpace of three years next 

• ■ \ enfuing, 
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cnfuing, fliall prefume* raalicioufly to call, of allcdge, drob- 
jea, againft any other perfon or perfons, any name or names, 
or other words hf reproach, any way tending to revive the 
memory of the late differences, or the occafion thereof; that 
then every fuch perfon, fo, as aforefaid, offending, fhall forfeit, 
&c.” It is no matter for the penalty ; it is too cheap a one: 
the King wifhes i\ had been greater ; and therefore nath, by 
his juft prerogative^ (and it is well.fo# us he hath fuch a pre¬ 
rogative^ added ano’^er penalty, more infuppOrlable, even 
his high difpleafure, |sgainft ail who fliall fwerve from thif*'' 
claufe in the adf- 

Give me leave to tclfiyou, that, as any name or/nJmeo^'of'^ 
other words of rc^roaclV are exprefsly againfl ij^letter, and 
punilhablc accordingly ;,yfo evil antTenvioiis looJw, murmuring ' 
and difeontented heattts, are as dircdly againft the equity of 
this ftatute; a dirdtl breach of the a£l of indemnity, and 
ought to be puniflied too; and, I believe, the^ mby be fo. 
You know Kings arc, in fome fenfc, tailed gods ; and fo they 
may, in fome degree, be able to look into men’s hearts; and 
God halli given us a King, who can look as far into men’s 
hearts as any prince alive ; and he hath great fkill in phyfiog- 
nomy too. You would woftder ^what calculations he hath 
made from thcncc ; amf, no.doubt, if he be provoked, by evil 
looks, to make a farther inquiry into men’s hearts, and finds 
thofe corrupted with the yailions of envy andpimchuritablenefs, 
lie will never chufe thofe licarts to truft and rely upon. 

He hath given us a noble and princely example, by opening 
and ftrctching hjs arms <o all who are worthy to be his fub- 
jedls, worthy to be thought Englillmien ; by extending his 
heart, with a pious and a grateitil joy, to find all his fubjefts 
at once in his arms, and himfelf in theirs: and ihall vve 
fold our arms towards one another, and contract our hearts 
with envy and malice to each other, by any fliarp memory of 
what hath been unneighbourly and unkindiy done heretofore? 

What is this but to rebel againft the perfon of the King, 
againft the excellent example*and virtue of the King,'againft 
the known law of the land, thli) blclfed a£l of oblivion ? 

My Lords and Gentlemen,'f>,^ 

The King is a fuitor to you ; t. al^cs it his fuit very hear¬ 
tily, that you will join with him in rellD^g the whole tiation 
to its primitive temper and integrity, to i?s old good mannersi 
its old good-humour, and its old good-nature ; good-nature! 
a virtue fo peculiar to you, fo appropriated to God Almighty, 
to this nation, that it can betranlhlcd into no other language J 
hardly pjadifed by any other‘people; and that you will, by 
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your example, by the candour of yowr converfatlon, by youf 
precepts, and by your pra«l?l;icc, and by all your interefts, teach 
your neighbours, and your triends, Itovv to pa^ a full obedience 
to this claufc of the ftatute, how to learn this excellent art 
of forgetfnlncfs. Let tl»em remember, and let us all remem¬ 
ber, how iingraeiou'5, how indecent, how ugly, the infolence, 
the fiercenefs, the brutiflinefs, of their j^iemies appeared to 
them ; and we may pisfudy and rcafonaby believe, that (iod’s 
indignation ^f^ainll them, ior'th(.ir\ ajjt of bowels, for their 
''iiot being Englilhmen, (for they had tljh hearts of pagans and 
infidel ) lent a vJiirlwind in a mcnTi^nt to blow them out of 
’vTld that is, out of a capacitl to do more mifehief in 
the world ;'\except we' pradife ther vices, and do that our- 
felvcs, which Ve pretend to deteft thc(|n for. I.et ns not be too 
much aftiamed, as if what hath been done amifs proceeded irom 
the humour, and the temper, and the nafure of otir nation. 

The»^ltr«^ogcrs have made us a fair excufe; and truly, I 
hope, a true one : all <the motions of ihefe laft twenty years 
Jhave been unnatural, and have proceeded from the evil in¬ 
fluence of a malignant liar; and let us not too much defpife 
the infiucp.ee of the fiars: and the fame afttologers alfure us, 
that the malignity of thaj llar*is expired ; the good genius of 
this kingdom is become fupc-rior, ftnd hath maftered that 
malignity ; and our own good old liars govern us again: and 
their influence h fo Itrong, that, jvith our help, they will 
repair in a ye.ir, what hath been decaying in twenty; and 
they only Ihall have no cxculc from the liar, who continue 
their malignity, and own all ib.e til that is pad to be their 
own, by con’inuing and improving it for the time to come. 

If any body here, or an)rwhcrc clfc, be too much exalted 
with what he liath done, or what he hath fuffered, and 
from thence thinks himfelf warranted to reproach others, 
let h^Ti remember the llory of Nicephorus: it is an ex¬ 
cellent llory, and very applicable to Iwch dillcmpers : he was a 
pious and religious man ; and for his piety and religion 
was condemned to the fire. When he was led to execution, 
and when an old friend, who had done him injury enough, fell 
at his feet, and alked his pardon, the poor man was fo elated 
with the triumph he was unto, with the glory of mar¬ 

tyrdom, that he rctii.(f^^to be reconciled unto him: upon 
which he was dffayjJoiritcd of his end ; and, for this uncha- 
ritablcnefs, the Spuit of God immediately forfook him, and 
he apollaiifed from the faith. Let all thofe vt^ho are too proud 
of having been, as they think, Icfs faulty than other men, 
and fo arc unwilling to Be reconciled to thofe vi'ho have of¬ 
fended, take heed of the apwltacy of Nicephorus* and that 

thofe 
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tlio(e fumes of envy, rfnd uncharitablencfs, and murmuring, 
do not fo far transport and intoxicate them, that they fall into 
thofe very crimes they value themfelves for having hitherto d*- 
clined. 

But, my Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

Whilft we confp>ste together to execute faithfully this part of 
the bill, to put al^old names and. telrms of diftindion into 
utter oblivion; let us ‘iot find new names and terms to keep up 
the fame, or a worfe tJ^iftindlion. If the old reproaches of Ca-" 
valier, and Rdundheac?, and Malignant, be committed to the 
grave, let us not find mcA e fignificant and better wor^ iV / 5 guif|r’i 
worfe things: let^ not jViety and godlincfs grow^io terms of 
reproach, and dirtmgui^ between tlTe court, aija the city, and* 
the country ; and let not piety and godlinefs be meafured by a 
morofity in manners* an affedation of gellurc, a new mode and 
tone of fpeaking: at leaft,^lct our con(titutioi)f ^i»d com¬ 
plexions make us be thought of a contnury party ; and, becaufe 
we have not aftccfled auflerity in our looks, that we have not^ 
piety in our hearts. Very merry men have been very godfy 
men ; and, if a good confciencc be a oontiaual feaft, there is 
no reafon but men may be verf merry at it. 

You, Mr. Speaker, have this day made a noblc’prcfent to the 
King; do you think, that, if you, and your worthy compa¬ 
nions, had brought it up^ with folded arms^ downcaft looKs, 
with fighs, and other infiances of dcfpeiaiion, it would not 
have been a very melancholy prefent ? Have not your frank and 
dutiful exprelfions, that cHeerfiilnefs and vivacity in your looks, 
rendered it much more acceptable, much more valuable ? 

No prince In Clirificndom lov^s a cheerful giver, fo well as 
God Almighty does; and he, of all gifts, a cheerful heart: 
and therefore, I pray, let not a cloudy and dil'confolate face be 
the only, or the bell, 'lign of piety and devotion in the heart. 
I muft alk you pardon for milplacing much of this difeourfe; 
which I Ihould have mentioned, when 1 came to fpcak .of the 
miniller’s bill: they, I hope,* will endc.wour to remote thefc 
new marks of diftindion and reproaches, and keep their audi¬ 
tories from being impofed upon by ifuch charaders and deferip- 
tions. The King hath paffed tL'.^'.ad very willingly, and done 
much to the end of this ad before ;'hath willingly admitted 
you to be lharers and partners with hfm*)^’i!ffe obligation.' 

I may fay confidently, his Majefty hath bever denied his con¬ 
firmation to any man in poirdlion, who hath alked it; and they 
have all had theelFed of it, except fuch who, upon examina¬ 
tion and inquiry, appear not worthy of it; and fuch who, 
though tijey are pardoned, cannot yet think tliemfelves worthy 



( ) 

to be preferred. His Majefty well knrows, that, by this aflf, 
he hath gratihcd and obliged many worthy and pious menj who 
have contributed much to his reftorationi and who (hall always 
receive frelh evidence of his Majefty’s favour and kindnefs; 
but he is not fure, that be may not likewife have gratified fomc 
who did qteither contribute to his conting in, nor are yet glad 
that he is in. • 

How comes itelfe tn^afs, that herccei/cs fuch frequent in¬ 
formation of Seditious ferrnons in the eij^, and in the country; 

which all indullry is nfed, to alicn^ the afFedlions of the 
people, and to infufe jcaloufies into the/ii of the King, and his 
tj6v\i?«(!&ti,nt ? j 

They tall^of introducing popery,/of evil counfellors, and 
fuch other ol^calumnies are pardon^ by this of indem¬ 
nity. • 

His Maicfty told you, v/hen he was here, what rigour 
and fcv<^rit^tc will hereafter i:fe, how contrary*foevcr it is to 
his nature, in ihcfe cafes; aivd conjured you, my Lords and 
J[^enllemen, to concur with him in tiiis juft and neceflary feve- 
n^y ; which, I am fure, you will do w'ith your utmoft vigi¬ 
lance ; and that you will believe, that toomuth ill cannot befal 
thofe who do the belt ihey^canlo corrupt his Majefty’s nature, 
and to exiinguilh his mercy. 


' My Lords ajid Gentlemen, 

I told you, I was to acquaint you with fomc things his Ma- 
jefty intends to do during this recefs ; that you may fee, he will 
give no intermiflion to his own thoGghts for the public good, 
though for a lime he difpenfes with your afliftancc. 

He doth confider the infinfte importance the improvement of 
trade muft- be to this kingdom ; and therefore his Majefty in¬ 
tends forthvvith to ellablWh a council of Trade, conlifting of 
fome principal merchants of the feveral companies ; to which 
he will add fome gentlemen of quality and experience; and, 
for their greater honour and encouragement, fome of my Lords 
of hisiDwn privy council. • 

In the next place, his Majefty hopes, that, by a well-fettled 
P'^ace, and God’s great blcfling upon him and you, this nation 
will, in a Ihort lime, flouriJh*'to that degree that the land of Ca¬ 
naan did, when Efau it neceflary to part from his bro¬ 
ther ; for tht-ir ritd^^were more than that they might dwell to¬ 
gether ; and the larnl, wherein they were, could not bear them, 
becaiife of thtir cattle. 

. Wc have been out felvcs very near this pinnacle of happinefs; 
ijtfid the hope and contempI&u.>n, that we may be fo again, dif. 
^jpofes the King to be very folitfitous for the improvement and 

profperity 
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profperity of his plantations abroad ; where there is fuch large 
room for the induUry and reception of fiicli who (hall defire to 
go thither: and therefore his Majefty likewife intends to en ti 
and eftablifh a council for thofe plantations \ in which pen'ons 
well qualified will be wholly intent ‘upon the good and advance¬ 
ment of thofe plantati*)ns. 

There arc two otfier particulars, which I am commanded to 
mention, which werV both mentioned aad recommended to you 
by h'.s Majefty, in his'^declaration from Breda : the one for the 
confirmation of falcs, ,'or other recoinpenfe for purchafers; tlnsT 
ether, for compoling tliofe d.ft'erences and dillenipers in reli¬ 
gion, which have too much dillurbed the peace of,.;'*'* 
dom: two very weighty particulars! in whichyh'is Majefty 
knows yon have fpent n) ich time ; 'find concerring which, he 
fltoiild have heard from you before this time,^ if you had not 
met with great diliiculties in the difqnilillon of either. For the 
firft, his Majefty hath not been niihont much thoi^^Tft'npon the 
argument, and Itaih done mucli towards the accoUimoflaiion of 
many particular perfons: and you fhall not be at your jour¬ 
ney’s end, before his Majelly \\ill put thatbulincfs conctrni'ftg 
fales, into fuch a way of cUrpak'li, that he doubts not yon ,v'Jl 
find a £< od prt'gicls made in h;, before your coming t' .iber 
again : and, I believe, the pcidoiis concerned will bever) t.uoh 
to blame, if t}K*y receive not go-/d fuisfadliou ; and hj of 
yon, who ftay in town, ftiall be advifed and‘^onfuUcd v di'in 
that fettlement. 

The other,' of religion, is a fad argument indeed : t; Is a con- 
fideration, that muft make every religious heart to bleed, to fee 
religion, whicii I'hould We tl'.e flrongc 'l oWiigation, and cement 
of aft’eiftion and brotherly kiridnef:> ar d compallion, made now, 
by the pervcife wranglingsof paOionalc and froward men, the 
ground of ail nniiuoruv, hatred, malice, and revenge; and 
this miriily and iininaiily pallion, (which, no queftion, the Di¬ 
tine Naiuie exceedingly ablnjrs) fomctiiues, and, I fear, too 
f^equenfty, tranfjjorts thefe who aie in the right, as well as 
thole who c,. ,,, -cc ’ ji'Cg, .? cl leaves the htier more«xcufe- 
ablc than the former, when men who find their manners and 
difpofiiions very conformable in all the nccelfary obligations of 
human paturc, avoid one anothei"-converfaiion, and grow firft 
unfociablc, and then uncharitable, ;' eaJi other, hccaufe one 
cannot think as the other cloth: ancf t?a^..^fhis reparation we 
entitle Gou to the p'ilronqgc of, and conebrnment in our fan¬ 
cies and diflin£lion ; and purely for his fake, hate one another 
heartily. It was not fo of old, when one of the moft ancient, 
fathers of the church tells us,. that *love and charity were fo fig- 
nal and eminent in the primitive chriftians, that it even drew 
* admiration 
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sdmiration and envy from their advcrfa^ies; Vide, inquiunt, ut 
invicem fe diligant, I'heir adverfaries, in that in which they 
agreed, in their very profccution of thefn, had their pal- 
fions and aniinofities aniongrt thcmfclves: they were only chrif- 
tians that loved, and chciilhcd, and comforted, and were rc.idy 
to die for (me another, ^id mine illi, dicerent Chrijiiani^ Jl 
noflra vidertnt tempera ? fays the inco^npar^lc Grotius. How 
would they look upon qjir lharp and virulq|nt contentions in the 
debates of tlK^chrillian religion, and rhe.lfloody w'ars that have 
proceeded from thofe contentions, u hii|t every one pretended 
to all. the marks which are to attend upon the true church ; 
pMtGcgi,^*dy that which is infeparablc from it, charity to one 
another ? 

My Lords' and Gentlemen, 

This difquifition hath cell the King nr-any a figh, many a 
fad houiv vhen he hath ronfidered the almolt irreparable re¬ 
proach theP^teftant rcligirin hath undergone, from thedivifions 
and diftradlions which have been fo notorious within this king- 
■“dtvn. What pains he hath taken to compofe them, after feve- 
ral difeourfes with learned and pious men of, different perfua- 
^ons, yon will Ihortly fee by a declaration he will publifh upon 
that occafion ; by wliich }'t>u will fee his great indulgence to 
thofe who cart hru. e any pretenfion from confcience to differ 
with their brethren : and, 1 hope, God will fo blefs the can¬ 
dour of his Maje'lfy, in the condcfclnfions he makes, that the 
Church, as well as the Stale, will return to that unity and 
unanimity, which avIU make both King and People as happy 
as they can hope to be ii^ this world. 

My Lords and Gentlcnfen, 

I fhall conclude with the King’s hearty thanks to yon, not 
only for what you ha\c done low'ards him, which hath been 
very fignal, but for what j on have done towards each other, 
for the excellent currelpondcnce you have maintained, for the 
very fcjifonablc deference and coudercenfion you have had for 
each other 4 whiclt will ii ilore Parliaments to the veneration 
they ought to have; and, fince his Majeffy knows that you all 
(fefire to pleafe him (you ha^*. given him ample evidence that 
you do ;) fo he hath appoint me to give you a furc receipt to 
attain that good end^jsr is a receipt of his own preferibing, 
and therefore is lurySlce to fail; be but pleafed yourfclves, and 
perfuade others to be fo; conulvc all the ways imaginable for 
your own happinefs, and you will make him the beft pleafed, 
and the moil happy prince in the world. 


The 
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^The Speech of the Speaks^ of the Houfe of Commons to the ICin^y 
Sept, 13, ^660, the Day of their Adjournment, 


Moft Gracious and Royal Sovereign, 

"^OUR Commons, the knights, citizens, and burgelTes, have 
commanded me to prefent your Majctty with the facrilices 
of their hearts, molHuimWe thanks for their often and frequent 
admillions unto your royal prefence,. aitl lor the freedom you 
have been plcafcd to allow them, upon all (Jtrcafions, of 
making their wants and defires known unto your Majcfty. 


Sir, 

This royal favour, and fatherly kindnefs, unto your people, 
hath naturalized tliifir alFcdions toyqpr perfon, and their obe¬ 
dience to your precepts : and as it is their duty, fo it is their 
defires, to manifelt a^icf evidence the truth and reality thereof, 
by fiipporting and upholding that grandeur and fplcpdjpr which 
is due to the Majefty of fo meritorious a prince, ^-'you your- 
lelf: and therefore they have rcfolved, *unafatUi ct neminecon- 
tradiceulef to make up your royal Majelfy’s conltant and ordi¬ 
nary revenue, twelve hundred ihoufand pounds per annum. 

Rut finding, as to fomepart of the fettlement of that revenue^ 
that there will be a neccllity or making ufe of the legillative 
power; and that the bills, already brought into the Houfe for 
that piirpofe, cannot pollibly be perfected, difpatchcd, 
made ready for your roy;;ri allcnt, until the hext meeting of 
your Hoiifes of Parliament again ; ihcrcforj they have taken 
into their con fide ration your Majcfty's prefent fupply: and, 
firft, how to ralfe it in the moft expeditious way. to anfwer 
your Majefty’s prefent occafions^ arfd, then, how to lay it,- 
ivith the molt cafe and equality, upon your people : and, at 
laft, wrapped up their affcdlions to your Majefty, and the trufl; 
repofed in them by the people, in one of thefe bills here in my 
hand, entituled, An Atil for the fpeedy Raifing of One hun¬ 
dred thoufand Pounds, for the prefent fupply of your Majefty, 
to be levied by way of land rate, within the fpace of one 
month, to begin the twenty-ninth of this inftant September, 
and to be paid into your Majefty’s Exchequer before the end of 
Odober following. ^ 


Sir, 

They have llkewife pafled another L;'l,^}Yith rules and in- 
ftrudions, to empower and dfred your ci.mmilliontTS, how, 
and in what manner, to difband your army and garrifons, and 
to pay off fome part of your fleet, and to begin with thofe (hips 
now in harbour: but, not knowing for certain, what the 
ig pi^ies upoQ^tbg pol l bilU ydlicb j|g de signed for that purpofe, 

* will 
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wjll be fufficient fully to defray that charge; and being unwil* 
ling that any thing Ihould be wanting, on their parts, tb p«fr- 
fedf and complete fo good a work, fo acceptable to your Ma- 
jefty, and fo grateful to all your people; they have palled 
another a£l for railing one hundred and forty thoufand pounds, 
feventy thoufand pounds per rnenfem, to begin the firllof No- 
V^ter, ^d to be paid to your Mojcllvs trtafurers, in that 
bill nominated and appointed, before the twenty-lifth day of 
Oecember next enfuing: both which bills I am commanded, 
in the name of your Cornirions, humbly to prefent your 
Majefty withal; and to pray your gracious acceptance thereof, 
and your royal alTent thereunto. V- 

There arc other bills likewife, which Avait and attend for 
yonr royal alfent; one entitulcd, An*'A£t for regulating the 
Bay Trfjd? ; whi('h is the only way to k*cp up the crcilit of 
that, whi?)'^ai this lime ijS in fome danger to be loll. When the 
credit ot trade begins t6 decline, the trade ilfclf decays with it, 
and is never long-lived alter il. 

Sir, 

Many thoufands of your people depend Avnelly upon tliat 
trade for their livt lihood, •and luitcnanc c of them and their fa¬ 
milies : and as the lofs of that trade would be a great damage 
tnto your people, fo your IVJajcfly v/oiild likewife find the lofs 
of it in yourculfoms ; for that comftiodity hatli its \ent in Spain 
and Portugal, from whence wc have always rich and quick re¬ 
turns: and to prevent the lofs of both, both prince and people, 
that bill is humbly tendered to your Majefty. 

Sir, « 

There is another bill, entitulcd. An A£l for encouraging and 
increafing Shipping and Navigation: which will enable your 
Majefty to give the law to foreign princes, abroad, as your 
royal predecelfors have done before you : and it is the only way 
to enlarge your Majefty’s dominions all over the world ; for, 
lb long asyour Majefty is maftor at Tea, your merchants will be 
’Welcome xvherever they come ; and that it is the eafieft way of 
conquering, and the chiefeft way of making whatfoever is, 
^theirs ; and when it is ours, ^/our Majefty cannot want it. 

There is anodrtj bill, entitulcd. An A£l for reftoring foine 
into their Places, out of which they have been long 
hnd'.injuricully ejefted and expofed; and for the confirming 
others in vacant places. Crazy titles'heed your Majefty’.'* help, 
as much as crazy bodies nCcd the help of phyficians: and what 

your Majefty hath alr^djydjne, m that ^iixtj^ ibis 
I • •• TW 
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ineiit, and what you are how about to do, and what you have 
ever exprelTed yo^ur readinefs, if we could be as ready to re- ■ 
celve, as your Majelly is to give/we hope to vanilh and banilh 
all fears and jcalouftes Out of men’s minds for the future; 
and teach them how, with much confidence and contentednefs, 
to reft, and wholly rely upon yoiir Majefty’s grace and gobd- 
nefs, for what may be thought fiirther necelfary to be done 
hereafter, w^hen a fitting opportunity <111311 be offered, at the 
next meeting of your Houfes of Parliament. 

Royal Sir, 

Wc humbly beg your pardon for making thus bold with your 
patience; and therefore, to preteimit, and pafs over, feme 
ether fuch bills, v^hicb are not of Ipch public concernment as 
thofe I have already mentioned, w'e moft humbly crave your 
Majefty’s favour anjj Ifeave to conclude all oiir v\ork, at this 
time, With that which is our delight, as well as o^x duty, to 
pray for your Majefty’s long life, and happy, bleij^frf, and prof- 
perous reign over us. ** 


Speech by the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, December 29, 

* 1660.* 

Moft Gracious and D^ead Sovereign^ 

knights, citizens, and burgefles, now aflemblcd in Par-* 
liament, being the reprefeniative Ijodyof your Commons 
of England, are as conduit pipes, or quills, to convey the 
ftreams of your people’s dutiful afFe£Hons and humble defires 
into your royal prefence; and, that being done, they need no 
other fpeakerbut yourfelf; for they know your Ikill, and they 
have had experience of .your will. And yet, Royal Sir, though 
they have nocaufe to complain, they cannot but take notice of 
your partiality ; for, when any thing in point of right, or but 
cojiveniency, hath fallen out to be, as we ufc to fay, a raea- 
furing caft, a difputable cafe between yourfelf and your people, 
without any regard or rcfpeil had unto your own right, or the 
advantage that might accrue to.yourfelf by aflerting the fan^ei 
if the good of your people hath^ come in competition with it, 
you have always caft it againft yourfelf, and §iyen it in on your 
people’s ilde. 

Royal sir, thus to undo yourfelf, to do your people good, is 
not to do as you would be done unto. And what can we d^ 
lefs, than, by way of ^ grateful retribution, cheerfully to pay 

V * ThjsSpeech is copied Journals, p. »33. - 
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fout Majefty the juft tribute of our dutiful obedience unto all 
* your royal commands« and upon all occafions readily to facri- 
fice fe et jua^ all that we have or enjoy, liveland fortunes, in 
the fervice of fuch an incomparable fovereign? 

But, Royal Sir, it becomes not me to fill your Majefty’s ears 
■with air. Loquerc ut te vidcantf is the only rhetoric the people 
ought to ufe to fuch a king of kindnefs, and a prince fo full of 
good works; and tharefore, as I am commanded, I muft 
huiiibly afliii« your Majefly, that the many healing expedients 
propounded by yourfelf, in your feveral moft gracious declara¬ 
tions, have been the fubjedl-matter upon which your Com¬ 
mons have wrought all this Parliament: and, in the firft place, 
they took into confideration the great and growing charges 
,which then lay upon your^eople, forthepdyof your army and 
navy: and they conceived it neceftary^o begin with that part 
thereof next at hand, wherein your people would receive tlie 
moft eafe^Sl^pd the greateft fecurity and fatisfa£lion; which w^as, 
the dilhandin'g your Mnjefty’s forces by land, and the paying 
off five and twenty of your ihips then in the harbour, and of no 
ufe: and this led them to the confideration of fuch ways and 
means as were to be ufed to raife monies for that purpofe. And 
that for poll money bein^propounded and pafled, fome w'ere 
of opinion, that that alone w^ould h«ve overdone the work ; 
mhers, having had experience of a former bill of the fame na¬ 
ture, and upon 4 he like occalion, jjjaring it might not anfwcr 
t'xpedation, and being unwilling to be deceived a fecond time, 
tfpecially in fuch a bulinefs as this, wherdin a miftake was like 
to [irove fo penal, moved for a further fupply, which after fomc 
debate, was agreed up»n, of a two months affeflinent, at fc- 
venty ihouland pounds a mdnth ; and both have not yet fully 
done the w'ork for which they were defigned. But, with the 
help of two other bills here in my hand, the one entituled. 

An A<ft for the levying of the Arrears of the Twelve 
Months Aflelfinent commencing the Four and Twentieth of 
June, One riioufand Six Hundred Fifty and Nine, and the 
Six* Months AllcflTment commrticing the Five and Twentieth 
ol December, One Thoufand Six Hundred and F-ifty* Nine,’* 
and the other entituled, « ^ Ad for the further fupplying 
and explaining certain Defefts in an A( 9 : for the fpeedy Provi- 
vifion of Money, for difbanding and paying off the Forces of 
this Kingdom bdfh by Land and Sea,” they hope this accompt 
will be fully cleared off at laft. 

Sir, yO'.ir Commons have likewife taken into their confide** 
rations the charge of your fummer fleet: which, befides that 
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part thereof your Majcfty is plcafcd to take upon yourfelf fos 
your ordinary guard of the feas, will amount unto a very great 
fum. And as it <s a great debt, fo it is a.growii.g debt; in a' 
few months it doubles. There is a faying, dto dat, bis 
dat. 1 am fare, *tis moft true in this cafe, cito folvity bis 
folvit. To pay this debt readily, is the way to pay it but once ; 
and to take time to pay ]t, is the fure way to pay it twice. 
And therefore your Commons, laying|ifide the fad thoughts of 
their long fufferings, and thofe mifefabre devadatjpns and pref- 
fures they have lain under for many years laft part, and looking 
upon the neceffity of affairs, which call importunately, and 
muft be anfwered effeftualfy, have pafTed another bill, here in 
my hand, entituled, “An Aft for Six Months Alfeffment, at 
Seventy Thoufand Pounds per Menfem, to begin the Firft of 
January, and to be p^iid in, the One Moiety thereof before 
the Firft of Februvy, and the other Moiety, being the re¬ 
maining Part, by the Firft of April next enfuing^-.l*' which is 
to be applied wholly to the paying off the arrears ot your Ma- 
jefty’s navy and army!? 

I have three other bills in my hand, which have relation to 
your Majefty’s revenue, and the branches thereof; the one en ¬ 
titled, “ An Aft for the better ordering the felling of Wine's 
by Retail; and for presenting Abhfes in the mingling, cor¬ 
rupting, and vitiating of Wines, and for fettling and limiting 
the Prices of the fameand this bill is tendered unto yo«r 
Majcfty, for preventing aft future difputes touching the legality 
thereof; for we kndW it is your Majefty’s defire, that nothing 
might be done, by any of your officers or minifters that aft 
under you, figura juftiti^Bf et warranto legi^. Another is 
entituled, ** An Aft for erefting and eftabliftiing a Poft-office 
and this, being Ijkcwife legally fettled, will be of very great 
ufe to all your Majefty’s people, and efpecially your mer¬ 
chants, for holding intelligence with their correfpondents, fac¬ 
tors, and agents, in foreign parts. Liter a funt indices animi ; 
and without the fafe and fpeedy difpatch and conveyance of 
their letters, they will never bd able to time their bulincXs, jior 
carry on their trades to an equal advantage with the merchants 
nf other countries. The q^;her bill provides for the increafing 
your Majefty’s ordinary and coTfftant revenue, by the graht of 
an impoft, to ,bc taken upon ale, beer, and otlier beverages 
therein particularly mentioned and exprefted> to hold to your 
Majefty for life, which God long continue. And as it is the 
defire of your Commons that your Majefty might never be nc- 
ceffitated to refort to aiiy extraordinary or unparliamentary ways 
aftd means for the raifingof money-upon your people ; fo they 
likewife acknowledge it to be thpir duties, to fupport and up- 

C a hold^ 



( ao ) 

hold, to the utmoft of their powers, the honour and grandeur 
of your Majefty’s royal ftate and.dignity. ^ .r i r 

And, for a further evidence of your Commons dutiful af- 
feaions to your MajeRy’s mod dear and royal perfon, they 
have prayed another bill, for the railing of feventy thoufand 
pounds for your Majefty’s further fupply; all which bills I am 
commanded humbly to prefent you# Majefty withal, and to 
pray your gracious acctptante thereof, and your royal aflent 
thereunto. ’ ^ ' 

There ire other bills likewife of public concernment, which 
have paired both Houfes, and do now attend upon your Ma¬ 
jefty, w'aiting for your roy.il aftent. The one is entituled, 

“ An Afl: for the Attainder of feveral Perfons, guilty of the 
horrid Murder of His late^acred Majefty, Vour Royal Father, 
of ever-bleflcd Memory.*’ There is amothcr aft, entituled, 

An Aft for Confirmation of Leafes arlH Grants from Col¬ 
leges and This will tend much to the quieting of 

many men’s dilates, that fn the late unhappy times were en¬ 
forced to renew and change their ellates much for the worfe, 
were it not for the favour yonr Majefty intends them in this bill. 

There is another bill to prohibit the exportation of wool, 
wool fells, fullers earth, o^any*otl\er fcouring earths, woollen 
manufaftures, befides the duties they pay your Majefty for 
your cuftoms here at home, have great impofuions laid upon 
tliem in foreign«p.irts where they ^re vended : in the Low 
Countries, lixteen or feventeen per ccQt. and in Portugal 
twenty per ccht. at the lead. But thofe, w'ho for their own 
private bafe, filthy lucre’s fake, having no regard or refpeft 
unto the public good, ^at fteal over the materials of which 
thofe manufaftures tire made* pay not one penny here or there; 
and by that means ftrangers do make thofe manufaftures of our 
■ wool upon fuch eafy terms, that they can afford and *do under- 
fell your merchants ; which is the occafion of a double lofs? 
firft, to your Majefty in your cufto'ms; and, in the next place, 
to yonr people ; who are thereby diflieartened and difeouraged, 
and.in^ Ihort time, if not pr^ented, will be utterly beaten 
out of that ancient native ftaple trade, upon which many thou- 
fands of families do wholly degend*for all their livelihood and 
fubfiftence. 

There is another bill, entituled, ** An Aft forftrohibitingthc 
planting, fettiug, tt- fowing of tobacco in England and Ireland." 
This climate is fo cold, that it never comes to any maturity or 
perfeftion ; for- we 6nd by experience, though it be never fi> 
well healed, made up with the greateft art and ftiil that * pof* 
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fibly can be> yet it is impoffible, after it is made up into the roll,' 
to keep it, and preferve it from putrefying, above three or 
four months at the moft ; and therefote phyficians, even thofc 
that love it beft and ufe it mgft, conclude generally, that it is 
unwholefome for men's bodies. Bcfides, many other great da. 
mages and inconveniences will follow upon it, if it ihould be 
permitted: the abatement of your Majefty’s cuftom ; the de- 
ftrudion of your plantations abrohd ; ^he difcoui^ng of na¬ 
vigation ; and fo confequently the decay of (hippilT^ which are 
the walls and bulwarks of your Majcfty's kingdom. 

There is another bill, entituled, An A£l for the taking away 
the Court of Wards and Liveries, together with Tenures in 
Capiiet Knights J^ervice Tenures, and Purveyances.” '1 hjs 
bill, cx re nata, may properly be called, a bill of exchange ; 
for, as care is therein Aken for the eafe of your people, fo the 
fiipply of that part 5 f your Majefty’s revenue which formerly 
came into your treafury, by your tenures, and for your purvey¬ 
ances, is thereby likewife fully provided for, by the grant of 
another iinpofition, to be taken upon ale, beer, and other li¬ 
quors, to hold to your Majefty, your heirs and fucceflbrs, for 
ever : and that they Ihould not' look upon the condderations 
mentioned in this bill as a fulf conjpenfation and rccompenfe 
for your Majefty’s partirlg with two fuch royal prerogatives and 
ancient flowers of your crown, if more were not implied th^ 
is exprefled. For, Royal ^ir, your tenures capite are not 
only turned Into a tenure in foccage {though that alone will for 
ever give your Majefty a juft right and title to the labour of our 
ploughs, and the fweat of our brows,) but they are likewife 
turned into a tenure in corde. What your Majefty had before 
in your court of wards, you will lie fure to find it hereafter in 
the exchequer of your people’s hearts. The King of Spain's 
mines will fooner deceive him, than this revenue will fail you; 
for his mines have bottoms; but the deeper your Majefty finks 
yourfelf into the hearts and alFedions of your people, the 
greater you find your wealth to be, and the more invincible, 
your ftrength. * ^ 

Royal Sir, we have nothing more to offer, or to alk: but miift 
conclude all our work this Parliajnent with an humble and thank¬ 
ful acknowledgment of God’s infinite goodnefjtand mercy, in 
reftoring youf Majefty to your royal and imperial crown, 
throne, and dignity \ and for making you tife reftorer of that 
which is dearer unto us than our lives, our religion; in which, 
through God’s blefling and gracious afltftance, we^are refolved 
tq live and die; as likewife for reftoring us to bur Magna 
Ch^rta liberties, having taken thec*harge and care pf them into 
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your own heart, which is our greatcft fecurity, and more than 
a thoiifand confirmations* >'' * 

Royal Sir* Xi>u have denied us nothing we have afked this 
Parliament. ' Indeed you have outdone your Parliament, by 
doing much more for us than we could agree amongft ourfelves 
to afk ; and therefore mufl: needs be ^ happy Parliament: this 
is a healing Parliament^; a.iieconciling, peace-making Parlia¬ 
ment a molded Parliauleht; a Parliament, prater excellent 
tianiy that may truly be called ParliamentiJJimum Parliameniumy 
No man can fay, that hath made the moft curious fearch into 
books or records, that there ever was fuch a Parliament as this: 
and it is our unfpeakable joy and comfort, that no man can 
fay, fo long as your Majcfty lives, but we may have fuch ano¬ 
ther ; for you have fet your royal hefrt upon it, to do your 
people good. i 

Apd, as'we have nothing more to fay, fo we have nothing 
more to do, but that jvlfich will be a-dcing as long as we 
have a being, the pouring out ourfelves unto Almighty 
God^ for your Majedy’s long, long, long, and moft happy, 
blelled, glorious, and profperous reign over us. 


His Majefi^s Mojl Gracious Speech^ December 29, 1660. 

My Lords atid Gentlemen, 

T WILL not entertain you with a long difeourfe ; the fum 
”*■ of all I have to fay to you bcijig but to give you thanks. 
And 1 aifure you I find jt a very difficult work to fatisfy my- 
fclf in my own expreffions^ of thofe thanks. Perfundlory 
thanks, ordinary thanks for ordinary civilities, are cafily given. 
But vvhen the heart is as full as mine is, it is a labour to thank 
you. You have taken great pains to oblige me ; and therefore 
it pannot be eafy,for me to exprefs the fenfe I have of it. 

I will enlarge no further upon this occalion than to tell you, 
That^when God brought me hither, I brought with me an 
extraordinary affedion and efteem for Parliaments. I need* 
not tell you how much it is improved by your carriage towards' 
me, ' You have outdone aU the*good and obliging afts of yopr 
predecefibrs towards the Crown; and therefore jwu cannot but 
believe my l^art*»is exceedingly enlarged with the acknow¬ 
ledgment. 

, Many former Parliaments have had particular denomina- 
tion? from what they have done. They have been ftyled 
learned, and unlearned; and fometimes have had worfe epi¬ 
thets. 1 pray, let us all refcjve that this be for ever called, 
‘f TJic healing and the bleffcd Parliament.” . ' 

^ ■ * ' As 
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As ;I thank you, Ihoi&h not enough, for what you have done ; 
fo I have not the leaft doubt, by the bleffing of God, but, 
when fhall call the next Parliament, which I (hall do as 
foon as rcafonably you can expeft or defire, I (hall receive 
your thanks for what I have done fince I parted with you; 
for, I deal truly with you, I fliall not more propofe any one 
rule to myfplf in my *adions and my councils than this. 

What is a Parliament like to fhittS of this a^^n, or this 
council ?” And it fliall be want of underftandingin me, if it 
will not bear that 

I fliair copcludj^V^ith jthis, which I cannot fay too often, nor 
you too often wherfe you go. That, next to the miraculous 
bleffing of Go(l* Almighty, and, indeed as an immediate 
effc£l of that bleffing, I do impute the good difpofition and fc- 
curity wc are all in^t8 the happy A£l of Indemnity and OblU 
vion ; that is the principal corner-ftone which fupports this 
excellent building, that creates kindnefs in us to each other ; 
and confidence is our joint and comnton fecurity. You may 
be fure, I will not only obferve it religioufly and inviolably 
myfelf, but alfo exadt the obfervation of it from others. Ai\d 
if any perfon fliould ever hav^ the boldnefs to attempt to per- 
fiiade me to the contrary, he wiU find fuch an acceptation 
from me, as he would have who would perfuade me to burn 
Magna Charta, cancel all rfic old laws, and to ercil a new g®* 
verument after my own ftivention and appetTte. 

There are many other particulars, which I will not truft my 
own memory with ; but will require the Chancellor to fay the 
reft to you. 

- - — 


After his Majefty had done, the Lord Chancellor came from 
his place^ and kneeled down clofe by his Majefty’S chair ; 
and received his Majefty’s directions what to fay further. 
And being returned to his place, he faid as followeth : 


My Lords; and you," the Knights, Citizens, ir ad=.Burr . 
^ gefles, of the Houfe of Commons, 

cannot be a greater manifeftation of an excellent 
temper,,and harmony of affedVions throughout die nation, 
than that the King and his two Houfes of Parliament meet 
with the fame affeftions and. cheerfulnefs, t!ie fame alacrity in 
their countenance, at the diflTolutjon, as when they met at^the 
convention of Parliament. It is an unqucftionable evidence, 
that they are exceedingly fatisfied.in what they have done to¬ 
wards each other ; that they have very well done all the bufi- 
nefs theii came about. This is now your cafe i you have fo 
^ . C4 'well 
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well fatisfied your own confciences, that you aj’c furc you have 
fatisfied the King’s expeQation> and his hop|, and the defires, 
and wjihcs of the country. 

It was very juftly obferyed by you, Mr. Speaker, That^ 
you have never aiked any one thing of the King, vyhich he 
bath not with all imaginable cheerfulnefs granted.” And, in, 
truth, his Majefty doth with great comfort acknowledge, that 
you have been fo far from denying him any thing he hath aiked, 
that he hatft^arce wiQie3 any thing that you have not granted. 

And it is no wonder that, having fo fully complied with your 
obligations, and having fo well cpinpqfed the minds of the na¬ 
tion, you are willing to be relieved from this extraordinary 
fatigue you have fubmitted fo long to, and to return to the con- 
fideration of your pwn particular affairs, '^hich you have fp 
long facrificed to the .public. And this reafonable wifh hath 
brought the King to comply with you; an<f, which nothing elfe' 
could do, to part with you with an equal cheerfulnefs. And 
he makes no ck)ubt, biit*afl fucceeding Parliaments'wjll pay 
you their thanks for all you have done; and look upon your 
adlions, and your example, with all poffible approbation and 
i'Qverence. 

The King and you have divert fuch earneft to each other of 
your mutual atfedlion, you nave been f# exa£i and pun£lual in 
your proceedings towards each other, that you have made no 
p'roniifc, no profe,'fion to each other, of the making good and 
performing of which the world is not witnefs.. You declared, 
at the adjournment in September laft, your refolution to fettle 
a noble revenue on the Crown : you have done it with all the 
circumflances of aifc6liois and prudence.. The King promifed 
you te eftablifli a council foi* trade, a council for the foreign 
plantations, a commifiion for compofing all dilTcrence upon 
Calcs: all ill is he did before your coming together, and with 
very good efFc^ ; and you fhall hear that the proceedings "in 
every one of them'are more vigorous and tffcdlual after your 
diircdotion. His Majefty then promifed you, that he would 
his endeavours to conTpofe the unhappy differences , 
in matters ot religion, and to reflore the languilhiag church to ' 
peace, unity, and o dcr. pcmftaniine himfelf hardly fpc»t-fp'^ 
much of his own time in private and public conferences to that ' 
pijrpofe.' His Majefty in prjvate conferred,with the learned 
men, and heard a^hthat could be faid upon fcveral opinions 
and intereits apart i and then in the prefence of both parties, 
bimfelf modera ing in the debates fand lefs cafe and diligence 
and authority would not have done the work.) And God hath 
fo bleifed his labour, and made his determinations in that affair 
fo generally agreeable, that he .hath received thanks from his 
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Houfes of Parliamentthat U, from the whole kingdom. If, 
after all this, his^Majefty doth not reap the full har\'eft he ex¬ 
pelled from thofe condefcenfions; if fome men, by their 
writing, and by their preachings, endeavour to continue thefe 
breaches, and very ralhly, and 1 think unconfeientioufly, keep 
up the diftinftions, and publicly juftify and maintain what hath 
heretofore been done amifs, and for which the Ad of Indem¬ 
nity was the beft defence; I IhdJl, f;^ no more,.than that I 
hope their want of modefty and obecifence will «(^fe them to 
be difclaimeci by all pious and peaceable men, who caniipt but 
be weM contented to fee them reduced by law to the obedience 
they owe to law. And his Majefty is confident, that this his 
beloved city, towards which his heart is fo gracious, and fo full 
of princely defigrfs to improve theff honour, their wealth, and 
their beauty, will difcountenance all thofe feditious defigns, 
and, by returning Snd - fixing thcmfelves upon their good old 
foundations, make themfelves the great example of piety, of 
loyalty, and of hearty alfedion,’ to tlie^whole kingdom. 

This difeourfe puts me in mind to fay to you, that though 
the King wonders much more at the many great things you 
have done, than that you left any thing undone ; yet he coqld 
have wiihed, and would have been glad, that your othdt weighty 
affairs had given you time to have publilhed your opinion and 
advice in the bufinefs of the militia; that the people, after fo 
many difputes upon thatiargument, might have difeerned fliat 
the King and his two Houfes of Parliament are as much of 
the fame mind in that as in all other things, as no doubt they 
are. But, fince that could not be done, you may all afliirc 
yourfelves, that the King will proceed therein with all imagin¬ 
able care and circumfpe^lion, fuf the eafe, and quiet, and fe- 
curity of his people. And as he did before tite laft recefs, by 
th^ unanimous advice of his privy council, iflue out his com- 
miflions of )ieutenancy, for the fettling the militia in the feveral 
counties^ to prevent any diforders which many apprehended 
might arife upon the difbanding the army; fo he will now 
again recommend it to thet'fifelves, in fuch a pofturL is. mav 
difappoint any feditious defigns which * are now on foot 4 an3 
cannot be too much circumfpe£lion and vigilance, to 
fruftrate thofe defigns, 

'You havcf heard of- many fufpefted and dangerous perfons 
vvhich have t been lately clapped up; audit was high time to 
look about. His Majefty hath fjlent many hours himfelf in 
the examination of this bufinefs; and fome of the principal 
officers, who, before they came to his Majefty’s prefence, 
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CCTiIi not be brought to acknowledge any thing, after the King 
himfclf bad fpoken, to them, confefled, that lieir fpirits were 
iiifcnfibly prevailed upon and fubdued, and that it was not in 
their power to concea). their guilt from him. They have con- 
feiTed, that there is a party of the late difbanded officers and 
foldiers, and others, full of difeontent^ and feditious purpofes, 
and a refolution to attemj)t tj|e change of the prefent govern¬ 
ment, andtlQ^eredl the^wripiblic. They acknowledge, that^ 
they did purj^e to have Toade their attempt for the refeue of 
thofe wretches, who .were fo juftly condemned at Newgate, 
and fo worthily executed, and that Ludlow ihould then have 
appeared in the head of them ; that they made themfelves fure, 
at the fame time, by parties and confederacy,tto have furprifed 
the Tower of London, and the Cadle VVindfor \ but that 
they found, or at leaft apprehended, that tl^eir defign was dif- 
covered, which fo broke their fpirits, that they concluded they 
imift acquiefee ,for the prefont, and ftay till the army ffioiild be 
difbanded j which, they faid, was generally debauched, that is, 
leturned to an honed and fall obedience to the King ; and that 
it.was evident they were betrayed by thofe who were moll en¬ 
tirely trufted by them. And they w'ere in the right: the King 
bad notice of all their defign, what pro^grefs it made, and the 
Vight they intended to furprife the Tower and Windfor ; and 
g£»^« notice fo the feveral governtirs ; and fo, without any noift, 
that nufohief was,* by God’s goodnell, prevented. Tliey ac¬ 
knowledge that they have lince recovered their courage and 
refolution, and were about this time to make their full attempt. 
They have been promifed fome confidcrable riling in the well, 
under Ludlow ; and in the dnorth, under others. Uut this 
pl^ce was the feene of greatcfl hope. They made fure of i 
body here, 1 think they fay of two thoufand five hpndred men, 
with which they refolvea, in the firft place, to feenre (you 
know what that fcctirity is) the perfon of the general, the 
Puke of Albemarle, with whom they have fo much reafon to 
be angr^ and at the fame time to,poffefs themfelves of White- 
know the me^od ufed in fuch polFeffing; kill, and , 
take pofleffio‘1. And this infupportable calamity God hatlj^ 
qgain diverted from us; though i mull tell you, the poor <Sen7 
who feem to fpeak honellly, and upon the impujlion of cou- 
fcicncc, are very fwr from being confident that there will not 
be fome defperate infurre£llons and attempts in feveral parts of 
the kingdom within a fliort time, which all poffible care will 
be taken to prevent. And in truth this very good city fo well 
requires the King’s abundant,grace and kindnefs to it, that not 
only by the unwearied pains and diligence of the worthy Lord 
Mayor, but by the general temper and cun{fitutio| of the 

whole 
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nrhole city, th? difcontented and feditious party (wliich can 
never be totally* extirpated out of fuch a metiopolis) is like 
to receive little encouragement to piirfue their defperate 
councils. ' 

The King doth not believe that all thofc perfons M’ho at 
prefent are apprehendec^ and in cuftody, will found guilty 
of this treafon. It is a vulgar add kgown artifice, to corrupt 
inferior perfons, by. perfuading that bett^spiien are en¬ 

gaged in the fame enterprife; and the King will make as 
much ha'fte as he can to fet thofc at liberty againft whom the 
evidence or fufpicion is not too rcafonable. In the mean 
time, they who in truth * are innocent, muft confefs that the 
proceeding towaads them hath '^ean very natural, and full of 
clemency ; and no ii|ah will wonder, if his Majcfty be very 
defirous that in this conjuncture, and in order to prevent or 
fupprefs thefe too vifible diftempers and machinations, hi^ 
Majefty in all places be in good order and preparation. And 
you 'j' may affiire yourfeives, that in the forming and condu^ 
of it, he will have fo great a care of the cafe and quiet of his 
people, that if any perfon trufted by him (hall, through want 
of Ikill or want of temper, fatisfy his own paflion or appetite, 
in grieving or vexing, his ncighttburs, his Majcfty will be fo 
fcnfible of it, that, if it can be cured no other way, his trurf 
fhall be quickly determined. And he is not at all refervecWti 
giving thofe animadverfi?)ns and reprehenfions when there is 
occafion, and his ears will be always open to receive thofc 
complaints. 

My Lords and Gentlemen,^ 

You are now returning to ypur countries, to receive the 
thanks and acknowledgments of your friends and neighbour? 
for the great things you have done, and to make the burdens 
you have laid upon them eafy, by convincing them of the in¬ 
evitable neceftity of their fubmitting to them. You will make 
them fe? that you have proqpcdcd very far towards the repara¬ 
tion, and even divorce', of that neccllity from them, 

V they have been fo long married ; that they are now reftored to 
tliaiSblelfed temper of government, under which their ancef- 
’’tocs enjoyed jb many hundred years that full meafiire of felicity, 
an\, the inifery of being deprived of whi^t they have fo fen- 
libly felt ; that they are now free from thofe midnight alarms, 
with which they have been terrified ; and rife out of their beds 
at their own healthy hours, without being falutcd with the 
death of a hulband, a fon, and friend, miferabiy killed the 
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fliglit or the day before, and with fuch •ircumfiances killed, as 
imjproved the mifcry beyond the lofs itfelf: |his enfranchifc- 
ment is worth all they pay for it. Your Lcrmhips will eafily 
recover that eAimatiun and reverence that is due to your high 
condition, by the exercife and pra^ice of that virtue from 
whcricc your honours firft fprang; the example of your juftice 
and piety wfll inflame the hearts of the people towards you ; 
and from y^r pra^ice*tjyy w'ill make a judgment of the 
King himfeln^ They k aKw very well, that you are not only 
admitted to his prefence, but to his converfation, and even in 
a degree to his rriendihip ; for you are his great council. By 
your example they will form their own.manners, and by yours 
they will make a guefs at the King’s. I'berefore, under that 
obligation, you will cauf^* your piety, your*juIlicc, your af- 
fability,^ and your charity, to Ihine as bi^Cght as is poilible be> 
fore tnem. They are too much in love with England, too 
partial to it, who believe ^it the bed co^i^ntry in the world ; 
there is better tarth, and a better air, and a better, that is, a 
warmer, fun, in other countries: but we arc no more than 
jud, when w'e fay that England is an inclofure of the bed 
people in the world, when they are well informed and in- 
ftrudled} a people in fobriejy oPconfcience the mod devoted 
to God Alrnighty j in the integrity of their affcdlions, the 
ino^d dutiful to the King; in their good manners and inclina¬ 
tions, ftiod regardfal and loving to thetnobllity ; no nobility in 
Eprope to entirely loved by the people \ there may be more 
awe, and fear, and terror of tliem, but no fuch love towards 
• them as in England. 1 befeech your Lordfliips, do not un- 
tjervalue this love. They have looked upon your Lordlliips, 
and they will look upon your*Lord(hips again, as the greateii 
examples and patterns of duty to the King, as the greated 
fecurity and proteftion from injury and injudice, and for their 
enjoying whatfoever is due to them by the law, and as the 
mod proper mediators and interpofers to the King, if, by any 
failure of judice, they fliould be expofed to any oppre^on aiid 
- And this exercife of ^otir judice and kindnefs to» 
wards them will make them the more abhor and abominate 
that parity upon which a commonwealth mud be founjjiad, 
becauie it would extirpate, or fiipprefs, or deprive them ^ 
their beloved nobility, which are fuch a fupport and fecurityjTo 
their full happinefsf* 

And you*, Gentlemen of the Houle of Commons, you * 
are now returning to your country, laden with a trud not in- 
ierior, or lefs weighty, than* .that you brought from thence. 

Deed in Original!. 

s you 
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•' V 

You came up their deputies to the King, and he returns yoU 
now his deputi|s to them ; his plenipotentiaries, to inform 
and aflTure them, that he thinks himfelf the happicfl: and the. 
greateft Prince of the world ; not from the fituation of his 
dominions and the power of his great navy, with which he 
can vifit his neighbours and keep them from vif^^dng him, or 
from the noble revenue*you hav^fettled upon him, which he 
will improve with all good huft^gdty ; but from being pof- 
fellcd of the alFe£iions and hearts^ fuch fnbjlfas; that he 
dotii fo entirely love them, and depend upon them, that all 
his actions and all his councils (hall tend to no other end, but 
to .make them happy and profperous ; that he thinks his ho¬ 
nour and his interelt principally to conlift Jn providing for, 
and advancing, tTie honour and iutVeil of the nation. That 
you may have the ifcore credit in what you fay, he will not 
take it unkindly if you publidt his dcfe£ls and infirmities. 
You may tell them, that he is fo confident in the multitude 
of his very good and faithful fubje^G, ihat he is Very hard to be 
perfuaded, that his few ill and unfaithful fubjeds can do him 
much harm j that he fo much depends upon the aifedion of honed 
men, and their zeal for his fecurity, that he is not fo folicitoils 
and vigilant for his own fafety he ought to be, amidii fo 
many combinations, of w'hich he is fo well informed, that his 
lervaitts, who with grief and anguifh importune him notjp 
take fo little care of histown fafety, can obtain no other an- 
fwer from him than what Cxfar heretofore gave to his jealous 
friends, Mori fe malk, quam timer or timere\ he will die any 
death rather than live in fear of his own iubjeds, or that 
they (hould in fear of him. You ^ay tell them, as a great, 
infirmity, that a troubled and difeontented countenance fo afflids 
him, that he would remove it from them at his own charge, as 
if he himfelf were in the fault; and when he hath been in¬ 
formed of any lefs kind or jealous thing faid amongd you, 4|S 
your windows are never fo clofe ihut but that the found of 
your words goes to the feveral comers of the town, his Ma-' 

• jefty hath been heard to fay n& more, but, “ What havcridc-^e ? ^ 
\ 1 wifh that gentleman and 1 were acquainted, that he knew 
me better.’* Oh! Gentlemen, you cannot be yourfelv.es, nor. 

cannot make your friends too zealous, or too jealous, 
jfoil^uch a PKnee’s fafety, or too felicitous for fuch a Prince’s 
fatimdion and content; tp whom we may*yery juflly fay, as 
the king of Tyre writ to Solomon, “ Becaufe God hath, loved 
his people, he hath made thee king .over them.” Even his 
very defeds and* infirmities are very necelTary towards the full 
meafure of our profperity. 
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My Lords and, G^ntletnen^ 

God hath enabled us to invert one arguiient, which, 1 
hope, may to a good degree repair the much mifehief it hath 
heretofor,e done. It hath, been urged very unreafonabty, yet 
fuccefsfully urged, in the worft times, “ That it was not faith, 
but prefumption, to expeft that God would reftore a family, 
with which he feemed to ha^e a controverfy, and had humbled 
fo far ; th^^e would api^ountenance a party, that he had 
fo much difcoimtcnancOT, and almoft deftroyed.” We may 
now much more reafonably, and therefore, I hope, as effec¬ 
tually, prefs the miracles that God Almighty hath lately 
wrought for King and People, as an evidence that he will 
not again eafily forfake We mayiell thofe who are 

iifing all* their endeavours to embroil the nation in new troubles. 
That it is not probable, that a nation againj^ which God feemed 
thefc late years to have pronounced his judgment in the very 
language of the prophet, V Go, ye fwift meifengers, to a na¬ 
tion fcattered and peeleQ, to a people terrible from the begin¬ 
ning hitherto, to a nation rooted out and trodden down, whofc 
land the fivers have fpoiled, the Lord hath mingled a per- 
vdrfe fpirit in the midft ihctco^;” tliat he fhould reduce that 
perverfenefs to the greateiVmcckncfs tuid refignation ; that he 
ihould withdraw his judgments from this nation, and in a 
moment reftore it to all the happinefs it can wifti ; and to no 
other end but to ^xpole it to the mefty and fury of a few dif- 
contented perfons, the w'orft of the nation, is not cafy to be 
believed. 

Wc may tell thofe who ftill contrive the ruin of the church, 
the beft and the bell-reforn^pd church in the Chrifttan world, 
leformcd by that authority, and with thofe circumftances, as 
reformation ought to be made, that God would not fo mi- 
raculoufly have fnatched this church as a brand out of the fire; 
would not have raifed it from tl)e grave, after he had fufttred 
It to be buried fo many years, by the boifterous hands of pro* 
phane a,nd Jacrilegious perfons, jander its own rubbifh, to cx- 
again to the fame rapine, reproach, and impiety. That 
church, which delights itlelf in being called catholic, was' 
never fo near expiration; never had fuch a refurredion. -^That 
fo fmali a pittance of meal and oil fhould be fuflScient to 
ferye and nourlfh^jhe poor widow and her family fo longf is 
very little more miraculous, than that fuch a number of pious, 
learned, and'very agcd.bifhops, fhould fo many years be pre- 
ferved, in fuch v. onderful ftraits and oppreffions, until they 
Ihould plentifully provide for their own fuccelfton i that after 
fuch a deep deluge of facrilege, prophanenefs, and impiety, 

3 , had 
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had covered, and to common underftanding fwallgwed it up, 
that that church ftioufd again appear above the waters God 
be again ferved^in that church, and ferved as he ought to be ^ 
and that there (houM be ftill fomc revenue left, to fupport 
and encourage thofe who ferve him ; nay, that many of thofe 
who feemed to thirfl after that revenue till they had polTefled 
it, (hoiild confcientioull^ reftore what they had taken away, 
and become good fons and willing tenants to that church they 
had fo lately fpoiled; may all pioufly^clicve, that. 

God Almightly would not have Ofecn at the expenfe and 
charge of fuch a deliverance, but in the behalf of a church 
very acceptable to him, and which ftiall continue to the end 
of the world, and againfl which the gates of hdl Ihall nut be 
able to prevail. • 

We may tell tho^ defperate wretches, who yet harbour in 
their thoughts wiojlced dcligns againft the facred perfon of the 
King, in Order to the cumpailing their own imaginations, 
tliat God Almighty would notohave led him through fo 
many wilderneil'es of afflictions of all kinds, conduced him 
through fo many penis by Tea and perils by land, fnatched 
him out of the midlt of this kingdom when it was not worthy 
of him ; and when the hantis of his enemies were even upbn 
him ; when they thought themfclwjs lb fure of him, that they 
would bid fo cheap and vile a price for him ; he would not in 
that article have fo covered him with a cloud, that he travclhd 
even with fome pleafur^, and great obfervaiion, through the 
midft of his enemies i he would not fo wonderfully have new- 
modelled that army, fo infpired their hearts, and the hearts of 
the whole nation, with an honell and impatient longing fot 
the return of their dear Sovereign, and, in the mean time, 
have fo exercifed him (which bad Hide lefs of Providence izt 
it than the other) with thofe unnatural, or at leaft unufual, 
difrefpeCls and reproaches abroad, that he might have a harm- 
lefs and an innocent appetite tohis own country, and return to his 
ow'n people, with a lull value and the whole unw'afted bulk of 
his affledions, without being corrupted or biailed by.extraor- 
dinary fbreign obligations. God Almighty would'ndf’lt.»¥w 
done all this, but for a fervant whom he will always preferve 
as thoapple of his own eye, and always * defend from the moft 
Ucret machigations of his enemies. 

K thefe argumentations, Gentlemen, urged with that vi¬ 
vacity as is moft natural to your own gratitude and affections, 
recover as many (and it would be ftrange if it Ihould not) as 
have been corrupted. |?y the other logic j the hearts of the 

Ofigin. defeend. 
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^hote natiotiy even it a man, will ii/enfibly be fo dcvbtei! tidP 
the King, as the only confervator and protc|^or of all that iff 
dear' and precious to them, and will be fo zealous to pleafe 
him wliofe greated pleafure Is to fee them ple'afedf, that when 
they make choice of perfons again to ferve in JParliament,- 
they will not chufe fuch as they wifh fhould oppofe the King} 
but therefore chufe, becaufi^ they ha^re, and becaufe they are 
like to fei^e the King^yi^ their whole hearts ; and, lince he 
defircs what’^Js bell fori his people, to gratify him in all his 
defires. This blelfed harmony would raife us to the higheft 
pinnacle of honour and happinefs in this world, a pinnacle 
without a point, upon which King and people may fe- 
curely roll and repofe themfelves, againll all the gulls, and 
ftorms, and tempclls, whTch all the malice*of this world can 
raife againll us ; and I am fure you w4[l all contend to be at 
the top of this pinacle. * 

1 have no more to ^dd, but the words of cufiom. That 
the KiAg declare* this prefent Parliament to be diflblved* 
And this prefent Parliament isdiflblved. 


Hh Majejiy's Moft Gracious Sjecchy* May 8, l66l. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

mm " 

J WILL not fpfcnd the time in telling you why I called you 
hether. 1 am fure I am very glade to fee you here. I 
doe valewe myfelfc much upon keeping my worde, upon 
roakeing good whatfoever I promife to my fubje£ls; and I 
well remember, when was laft in this place, I promifed 
that I would call a Parliament as foone as could be reafonably 
expefted, or delircd ; and truely confidcring the feafon of the 
yeare, and all that hath ben done fince we parted, you could not 
reafonably expe£l to meete fooner then now we doc; if it might 
have ben a w'eek fooner, you will confeife there was fome 
reafon to deferr it to this daie} for this daie, we may without 
love one daie, preferr one daie before, another, 
for the memory of fome blelling that befell us that daie, and ■ 
then you will not wonder, that the memory of the great af- 
fedtion the whole kingdoihe Ihewed to me this daie twelve--^ 
month made me dpfirous to mccte you againe this'daie, wh^, I 
dare (Weare, you**are full of the fame fpirit, and that it will 
be lalling in you. I thinke there are not many of you who 
are not particularly khowne to me : there ai;e few of whom I 
have not' hc;ird foe much good, that, I am as fare as I cait 


• From the MS. Jouroals of the Houfe of Peers. 
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•be of any tbinge that ifi to come, that you tyill all concurr 
with me, and th|t 1 (hall concurr with you in all tbinges 
which may advance the peace, plenty, and profperlty of the 
nation ; 1 (hall be exceedingly deceavt^ elfe. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You will finde what mnthode I think beft for your proceed¬ 
ing, by two bills which I have cauVed t|^ be prepared for you, 
which are for confirmation of all tliat \vas cnaftaiS^St our laft 
meeting; and above all 1 muft repcate what I faid when 1 was 
laft here. 

That next the miraculous blcfling of God Almighty, 
and indede as an immediate effedl of that blefting, { 
doe impute the good difpofitioir, and fccurity we are all 
in, to the happ^ a61 of indemnity and oblivion, that 
is the principall corner-done which fupports this excel¬ 
lent building, that creates kindiielTe in us to each other, 
and confidence is our joynt and common fepurity. 

1 am fure 1 am dill of the fame opinion, and more, if it 
be poftible, of that opinion then I was, by the experience I 
have of the benefit of it, and from the unreafonablenefle of 
what fome men fay againft it, though I afTure you not in my 
hcaringe. In God’s natjie provide Tull remedies ibr any fu¬ 
ture mifehiefs ; be as fevere as you will againft new offenders, 
cfpecially if they be fo ujjon old principles^; and pull up 
thofe principles by the rootes. But I (hall never thlnkc him a 
wife man who would endeavour to undermyne or (hake that 
foundation of our publique peace, by infringing that a£l in 
the lead degree, or that he can be ryy friend, or wi(h me 
well, who would perfiiade me cvemto confent to the breach of 
a promife I foe folemnly made when I was abroade, and per¬ 
formed with that folemnity, becaufe, and after 1 promifed it, 
I cannot fufpedl any attempts of that kinde by any men of 
merit and virtue. 

I will not conclude without telling you fome newes, that I 
thinke will be very acceptable V> you ; and therefore I (liquid 
thinke myfelfe unkinde and fll-natured if I (hould not impart 
'it to you. I have ben often put in minde by my friendes that 
it was high time to marry, and 1 .have thought foe myfelfe 
evei fincp I can^p into England: but there appeared difficulties 
enough in the choice, though many overtures .have ben made 
to me ; and if I (hould -never marry, till 1 could make fuqh 
a choice, againft which there could be no forefight of any 
inconvenience that may enfue, you would live to fee me an old 
batchelor, which I thinke you doe mot defire to doe. I can 
now tell you pot pnly that 1 am refolved to marry, but whom 
Voi.L, P * Ins- 
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1 refolvre to marry, if God pleafe; and towards my rc- 
Colution, r have ufed that deliberation, an|l taken that ad¬ 
vice, as 1 ought to doe in an affaire of that importance, and, 
truft me, with all full confideration‘of the good of my fub- 
jc£ls in generall, as of myfclfe: it is with the daughter of 
Portugal. When I had, as well as I could, weighed all that 
occurred W .me, the firft Tefolutiorf I tooke, was to ftate the 
whole ovaj;][ures whiclf lyid ben made to me, and in truth, all 
that had 1 ^ faid againft it, to my privy councell, without 
hearing whofe advice I never did, nor ever will, refolve any 
thingc of publique importance : and I tell you with great fa- 
tisfadion and comfort to myfclfe, that after many bowers de¬ 
bate'in a full councell^for I thinke there w'^as not above one 
abfent; and truly I believe, upon weighing all that can be faid 
upon that fiibjedt, for or againft it, ftry Lords, without one 
dilfenting voice, yet there were very few fatt fylent, advifedroe 
with all imaginable che^rfulnelfe to this marriage, which I 
looke upon hs very vronderfull, and even as feme inftance of 
the approbation of God himfelfe ; and foe tooke my oWn re- 
.folution, and concluded all with the ambaflador of Portugal, 
"who is departing with the whole treaty figned, which you will 
finde to containe many gtseat aSvantages to the kingdoine, and 
I make alLthe haftc I can to fetch yftu a Queen hether, who, 
I doubt not, will bring great blcftings with her, to me and 
you. I will a^d no more, but treferr the rclt to the Lord 
Chancellor. 


After his Majefty had fthiftied his fpeech, the Lord Chancellor, 
having firft conferred wi?li his Majcfly, fpake as followeth: 

My Lords, and you the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, 
of the Houfe of Commons, 

HTHE King called you hither by his writ, to alfift him, with 
your information and advice, in the greateft and weighlieft 
affairs of the kingdom j by his writ, which is the only good 
and lawful way to the meeting of a Parliament; and the pur- 
fuing that w-rit, the remembering how and why they came to¬ 
gether, is the only way to bring a happy end to Parliaments. 
There was no fuch writ as this, no fuch prefence as this, in 
the year i 649 (;*w'hen this unhappy kingdom was diftionoured 
and expofed to the mirth and reproach of their neighbours, in 
the government ‘of a commonwealth. There was no fuch 
writ as this, no fuch prefence as this, in December, 1653 , 
when that infant commonwealth, when the three kingdoms of 
England, Scotland, and Irdand, and the dominions thereunto 

belonging. 
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belonging, were dclivefed up into the bloody and mercilefs 
hands of a devofring Proteaor, and facrificed to his luft and 
appetite. There was no fuch writ as this, no fuch prefence 
as this, in the year : 656 , when that Protefior was more fo- 
Icmnly inveded and inilallcd, and the liberty of the three 
nations fnbmilted to his abfolute tyranny by The Humble Pe¬ 
tition and Advice, Whfen people came together bjr fuch ex¬ 
orbitant means, it is no wonder y)at*their conful^ations and 
conclufions were fo difproportioned from any rufes of jufUce 
or fubricty. God be thanked, that he hath referved us to this 
day, a day that many good men have died praying for ; that, 
after all thofe prodigies in church and {late, we have lived to 
fee the King at the opening of the Parliament; thatweliave 
lived to fee our Kling anointed and crowned, and crowned by 
the hands of an archHifhop, as his predeceflbrs have been; 
and that we are come hither this day in obedience to his writ. 

The King tells you, he hath caufgd a bill or two to be pre¬ 
pared for the confirmation of all that* was enaAed in the laft 
Parliament, and commends the difpatch of thofe to you with 
fome earneftnefs. The truth is, it is a great part of the bufi-_ 
nefs of this Parliament to celebrate the memory of the laft, by 
confirming or re-enading all Vnat .was done by that Parlia¬ 
ment, which, though ii*^vas not called by the King’s writ, 
may be leafonably thought to have been called by God him- 
felf, upon the fiipplicntion and prayer of tlw King and the 
whole nation, as the only means to reflore the nation to its 
happinefs, to it felt', to its honour, and even to its innocence. 
How glad the King was of it, appears by what he writ to 
them from Breda, when he referred •more to them than ever 
was referred to Parliament: he referred in truth (upon the 
matter) all that concerned hlmfelf, all that concerned religion, 
all that concerned the peace and happinefs of the kingdom, to 
them ; and to their honour be it fpoken, and to their honour 
be it ever remembered, that the King, religion, apd the king¬ 
dom, have no reafon to be forry that fo much was entrufted 
to them, nor they to be afh^ied of the difeharge of their 
truft. It would have been a very unfeafonablc fcruplo in any 
map, who (houid have refiifed to bear fiis part in the excel¬ 
lent tranfaftions of that Parliament, becaiife he was not called 
thither by the* King’s writ; and it would be a more unreafon- 
able fcruple now in any man, after we haifS all received the 
fruit and benefit of their councils and conclufions, when'in 
truth wc owe our orderly and regular meeting at this time to 
their extraordinary meeting then, to their wifdom in laying 
hold upon the King’s promifes, arid to the King’s jiiftice, in 
pcrfoi’ming all he promifed, and to the kingdom’s ftikmiflioii 
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and acquiefcence in tbofe pronufes; 1 fay, it weuld be very 
nnfeafonable and unreafonable now to endealour to (hake that 
foundation, which, if you will take the King’s judgment, 
fupports the whole fabric of our peace and fecurity. He tells 
yoii what he fhall think of any who goes about to undermine 
that foundation; which is ^ steal no prince could be tranfported 
with but himfelf. It might have feemed enough for a King 
who had received fo Tna«y injuries fo hardly to be forgotten, 
undergone To many lofles fo impoflible to be repaired, to have 
been willing to confirm, and to rc-ena£l the a<Sl of oblivion 
and indemnity, when you (hould prefent it to him; but to pre¬ 
pare fuch an a<£l: for you, to conjure you by all that is precious, 
by your^friendftiip to hiq[i, to difpatch ihofe adls with expedi¬ 
tion, is fuch a piece of fatherly tendernefs and piety, as could 
proceed from no heart biit fuch a oite in which Cjod hath 
treafured up a ftock of mercy, and juliicc, and wifdom, to 
redeem a nation. And4^ruly, my Lords and Gentlemen, for 
oiirfelves, if *we’ll coiffider how much we owe to thofe who, 
with all the faculties of their fouls, contributed to and con- 
.trived the blefied change, the rcftoring the King to his people, 
and his people to the King, and then how much we owe to 
th^ofe who gave no oppofition to the virtuous aflivity of the 
other (and God knows a little oppbfition might have done 
much harm) whether we look upon the public, or upon our 
own private provocations, there will remain fo few who do 
not deferve to be forgiven by us, that we may very well fubmit 
to the King’s advice, and his example; of whom we may 
very juftly fay, as a very good hifiorian faid of a very great 
emperor, and 1 am fute it^could never be fo truly faid of any 
emperor as of our’s, Facere re^ie elves fuos prineeps optimus 
faciendo docet ; cumque fit impcrlo maximus^ exemph me^or ejl: 
nor, indeed, hath he yet given us, or have we yet felt, any 
other inftances of his greatnefs, and power, and fiiperiority, 
and dominion, over us, ni/i (as he faid) aut levattonc perlculi^ aut 
accejfione dignitatis ; by giving us peace, honour, and fecurity, 
which we could not have wilhout him; by defiring nothing 
for himfelf, but what is as good for us as for himfelf ^ and 
therefore, 1 hope, we ihall make no fcruple of obeying him in 
dhis particular. 

. My Lords*and Gentlemen, 

Though the lad Parliament did great and wonderful things, 
Indeed as much as in that time they could, yet they have left 
very great' things for you, to do: you are to finifli the ilrudure, 
of which they but laid the'foundation : indeed they left fome 
thills undone,'which it may be thought they had finiihed: 
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you will find the reveiiuc they intended , to raife for the King 
very much (hort <ff what they promifed ; you will find the pub¬ 
lic dfebts for the difcharge of the army and the navy, which 
they thought they had provided for fufficiently, to be ftill in ar- 
rear and unpaid : and here I am, by the King’s fpecial com¬ 
mand, to commend the poor Teamen to you, who, by the rules 
which were preferibed fof their payfnent, are in much worfe 
condition than (without queflion) w,^s forefeen they would be ; 
for, by appointing them to be paid but from 1658 (which was 
a fafe rule to the army,) very many are ftill in arrear for two, 
three, or four years fervice; and fo his Majefty’s promife to 
them from Breda remains unperformed. Some other lofles, 
which refill ted from other rules given for their payment, have 
been fupplied to iMfera by the King’s*own bounty. They are 
a people very worthy of your particular care and cheriftiing ; 
upon whofe couragft and fidelity very much of the happinefs, 
and honour, and fecurity of the nation depends; and therefore 
his Majcfty doubts not you will fee jui^ice done ^towards them 
with favour. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You are now the great pbyficians of the kingdom ; and, 
God knows, you have many wayward, and froward, and dif- 
tempered patients, who are in truth very fick, and patients who 
think themfclves ficker than they are ; and Jfome wl^o think 
themfelves in health, and are moft lick of all. ' You muft, 
therefore, ufe all the diligence, and patience, and compaftion, 
which good phyficians have for their patients; all the cheer- 
fulnefs, and complacency, and indulg^ce, their feveral habits, ' 
and confiitutions, and dift:empers»of body and mind, may re¬ 
quire. Be not'too melancholic with your patients, nor Tuffer ' 
them to be too melancholic, by believing that every little dif- 
temper will prefently turn to a violent fever, and that fevej: 
will prefently turn to the plague ; that every little trefpafs, 
every Utile fwerving from the known rule, muft infenfibly grow 
to a ncgle£i of the law, and that neg1e6i introduce an abfolute 
confufion \ that every little difterence in opinion, or praiftice in 
confcience or religion, muft prefently deftroy confcience ^nd 
religion. Be not too fevere and rough towards your patient^, 
in preferibin^ remedies, how well compounded foever, too nau- 
feous and ofFenfive to their ftomachs and appetite, or to theix 
very fancy. Allay and correct thofe humours, which cormpt 
their ftomachs and their appedtes: If the good old known 
tried laws be for the prefent too heavy for their necks, which 
have been fo many years without any yoke at all, msdee % 
porary provifion of an eafier and li|^ter yolce, till, by living 
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a wholefome air, by the Benefit of « foberer converfation, by 
keeping a*better diet, by the experience of atgood and juft go¬ 
vernment, they recover ftrength enough to bear, and diferetion 
enough to difeern, the benefit and the eafe of thofe laws they 
difliked. If the prefent oaths have any terms or exprefhons in 
them that a tender confclence honcftly makes fcruple of fubmit- 
ting to, in God’s name let other oaths be formed in their places, 
as comprehenfive of alf thofe obligations which the policy of go¬ 
vernment muft exadl; but ftill let there be a yoke : let there 
be,an oath, let there be fomc law, that may be the rule to that 
indulgence, that, under pretence of liberty of confcience, 
men may not be abfolvcd from all the obligations of law and 
fcrcnce. 

I have befought your good-nature and indulgence towards 
forne of your weak patients, if by it fhey can be brought to 
follow and fubmit to your preferiptions for their health ; nor is 
it reafonable to imagine tljat the diftempers of twenty years can 
be redlified aitd fubdued in twelve months. There muft be a 
natural time, and natural applications, allowed for it. But 
there are a fort of patients that I muft recommend to your ut- 
Hioft vigilance, utmoft feverily, and to no part of your lenity or 
indulgence; fuch who artj fo I’^r from valuing your preferip¬ 
tions, that they look not upon you as rtieir phyficians, but their 
patients; fuch who, inftead of repenting any thing that they 
may have done amifs, repeat every day the fame crimes, for the 
indemnity whereof the aft of oblivion was provided. Thcfe 
are the (editions preachers, who cannot be contented to be dif- 
penfed with for their full obec'lerjce to fome laws eftablifhed,' 
without reproaching ai»d inveighing againft thofe laws, how 
eflabtilhed foever; who telf their auditories, that the apoftle 
meant, when he bid them ftand to their liberties, that they 
ihould ftand to ihcir amis ; and who, by repeating the very ex- 
preffions, and teaching the very doftrinethey feton foot in the 
year 1640, AiflRciently declare that they have no mind that 
twenty years ihould put an end to the miferies we have under¬ 
gone.. • 

What good Chriftian can think without horror of thefe mi- 
nifters of the gofpel, who by their funftion ihould be themef- 
'Tengers of peace, and are in their praftice the only trumpets of 
war, and incendraries towards rebellion: hovr much more 
Chriftian was thilf Athenian‘nun in Plutarch, and how fhall ftie 
rife lip ia judgment againft thefe men, who, when-Alcibtades 
‘was condemned by the public Jiiftice of the’ ftate, and a decree 
made, 'that the religious, the priefts, and the nuns, ihould re¬ 
vile and enrfe him, ftoiitly'retufed to perform that office, ftyr 
** profefled religious, to pray and 10 blefs. 
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not to curfe and ban.’’ .And if the.perfon and the place can 
imWove and aggravate the oiFence, as no doubt it doth both be- 
for^God and Man, methinks the preaching'rebellion and 
treafon out of the pulpit (hould be as much worfe than the ad¬ 
vancing it in the market, as the poifoning a man at the com¬ 
munion would be worfe than killing him at a tavern : and it 
may be, in the catalogue ef thofe fins, which the zeal of fome 
men declares to be againft the Holy Gjjoft, there may not be 
any one more reafonably thought to befuch, than a minifter of 
Chnft’s turning rebejs. againft his prince, which is a moft no¬ 
torious apoftacy from his order ; and his preaching rebellion to 
the people as the dodrine of Chrift, adding blafphemy and 
pertinacy to his apoftacy, hath all the marks by which good 
men arc taught t* know and avoid»that fin againft the Holy 
Ghoft. If you do npt provide for the thorough quenching 
thefe firebrands \ King, Lords, and Commons, fhall be their 
meaneft fubje^s, and the whole kingdom kindled into one ge¬ 
neral flame. • 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

When the King fpake laft in this place before this day, he 
faid, “ When he Ihould call tfee next Parliament, he ftioul'd 
receive their thanks for.what he had done fince he had diflblved 
the laft ; for (he faid) he fliould no more propofe any one rule 
to himfelf, in his actions or his councils, than this. What is a 
Parliament like to think of this adlion, or *of that council} 
And that it (hould be want of underftanding in him, if it 
would not bear that tefthe told you but now, “ That he 
values himfelf* much upon keeping his word, upon performing 
all that he promifes to his people.* .^nd he hath the worft luck 
in the world, if he hath not complied with this promife, and 
if his underftanding hath failed him in it. It was in a very 
little time after the dilfolution of that Parliament, his Majefty 
giving himfelf a few days to accompany his royal mother to the 
fea fide, the only time he hath flept out of fhis town near thefe 
twelve months, that the moft (^efperate and prodigious rebellion 
brake out in this city, that hath been heard of in any age; 
which continued two or three nights together, with the murder 
of feveral honeft citizens'. Let no man undervalue the treafon 
becaufe of tlje contemptiblenefs of the number engaged in it. 
No man knows the number; hut, by the i^Ititude of inter¬ 
cepted letters from and to all the counties of England, in which 
the time was fet down wherein the work of the Lord was to 
be done, by the defperate carriage of the traitors themfclves, 
and their bragging of their friends^ we may conclude the com¬ 
bination reached very far. And in truth we may reafonably 
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believe, that if the an<^nnted coiiragd, and the indefatigahrc 
mdudry of the Lord Mayor, who deferves to^be mentionediwe- 
fbre King, Lords, and Commons, and to be efteemed by them, 
haid nor prevented it; I fay, it is probable this fury would not 
hare been extinguilhed, before this famous city, or a great part 
of it, had been turned intq afties. ^ 

If you inquire wliat the fling did upon this unheard-of pro¬ 
vocation, what vengeahee he took upon thofe whofe profeifed 
and avowed principle was, not to diltinguilh between him and 
another man, nay, to kill him fooner thin any other man, you 
will find (as was faid of Casfar) that Ubentius vitam vi^or jam 
daret, quam vi^i acciperent ; that his mercy hath been no lefs ob- 
iltnate than their malice apd wickednefs ; th^t few perfons have 
fuffered; and that he hath reftrained the law from being fevere 
to many,who at the fame time continue thlir^guilt,and undervalue 
his companion i that there hath not been a week fince that time, 
in which there have not J^een combinations and confpiracies 
formed againK his perffin, and agaitift the peace of the king¬ 
dom, which before this time would have taken efFeft, if God 
had not put it into the hearts of fomc who were trufted in the 
councils, to difeover the defign time enough for prevention. 
And upqn all thefe alarms, and the interception of fuch letters, 
as would in all other countries have produced the rack for fur¬ 
ther dtfeoveries, and under the late government in this would 
have erected high* courts of jiiftice for their punifliment, he 
hath left the offenders to the judges of the law, and thofe judges 
tt) the precife forms and ordinary rules of the law. 

My Lords and GenUemen, 

If the new licence and corruption of this time hath exceeded 
the wickednefs of former ages, that the old laws have not 
enough provided for the punifhment of wickednefs they could 
not forefec or imagine; it will become your wifdomsto provide 
new remedies for new difeales. and to fecure the precious per- 
fon of our dear fovereign from the firft approaches of villany, 
and the peace, of the kingdom ffom the firft overtures of fedi- 
tiort. 

If you will not provide laws to do it, the King will not do 
any thing extraordinary, even towards his own prefervation. 
You ice the rule by which he hath walked ; anU as he hath 
made good his prdbiife to you, fo, I doubt not, you will make 
good hrs prophecy, and that he (hall receive thanks for what 
he hath done fince he was laft here. 

He hath told you now what he hath done; that he is refolved 
to marry, and refolved whofh to marry; which, I believe, is 
grateful news that the whole kingdom hath longed for, 
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(Hi^xould receive, from the firft day of his landing here. And 
wW^nthey (hall kifow the great deliberation he hath ufcd before 
that refolution, and the circumftaHces in rcfolving it, they will 
furely have caufc to confefs, that never King, in the difpofal 
of himfelf in marriage, took fo gr^t care for the good and 
felicity of his people. / 

Within a very fhort time after lw 4 landing in this kingdom, 
he was moved by the ambalfador of Poftngal to renew a treaty 
between that crown and the nfurpcr ; a treaty in very many re- 
fpe^s the mod advantageous to this nation that ever was entered 
into with any prince or people ; a treaty by which, at this time, 
that crown is paying the penalty (which the iifurper exaded from 
it) for the moll noble and heroic a£l of honour and friendlhip, 
performed by that IClng to our mafler, that ever was performed 
by any prince tow^ards Smother prince in diftrefs. And yet tho 
King was nothiiig forward to ratify this treaty ; though it is 
very true, every article in it but one^was entirely for the bene¬ 
fit of this nation, for the extraordinary advancenient of trade, 
for the good of religion, and for the honour of the crown : 
yet there was one, one Angle article, that muft oblige the King, 
as it did the ufurper, to fupply Portugal with an army for hi« 
aflidance, when he Ibould reqdire it; that is, Portugal fliould 
have power to make lefies of ten thoufand men for their'fer- 
vice. This, the King forefaw might produce a war with 
Spain,which he was very unwilling to undergo that engage¬ 
ment; and yet his council reprefented unio him how heart¬ 
breaking a thing it would be to his people, to lofe the pofiellion 
of fo great a trade, and thofe other immenfe advantages they 
had by that treaty ; and that it would «be judged an irrecovera¬ 
ble error in policy, if Portugal • ifiouId be fufFered again to be 
fwallowed up by Spain. However, the King was rcfolved not 
precipitately to engage himfelf in fuch a treaty as might be at¬ 
tended with fuch an inconvenience, but to take time fully to 
confider of it: and this delay the Portugal could not be pleafed 
with, and fo the ambaffador returned home to his mafter. 
About this time, the Houfe of Commons Tent up a bill to the 
Lords, for the annexing Dunkirk and Jamaica to the crown of 
England, which feemedto have the moft univcrfal confent and 
approbation from the whole nation that ever any bill could be 
attended withT: yet the fame confideration which retarded the 
treaty with Portugal made the King lei's wailti towards the ad¬ 
vancing of that bill; and the Spanifh ambalfador was foii- 
citous to obllru£l it, as he hath been fince to obllrud the'match' 
with Portugal. This being the cafe ; and the Portugal ambaf¬ 
fador returning with fuch particular overtures to the King for 
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a marriage "^ith the daughter of that crown, that, both in re- 
fpedf of portion, and many other tranfcendcut advantages^Jfor 
the advancement of the trade and empire of this kingdom^ the 
like hath not been offered in this age ; and his Majefty having 
received as full information and fatisfa£tion in the beauty and 
excellency of that renowi^d princefs as can be had without a 
perfonal interview (a cirVujiiftance*very rarely admitted to 
princes it was not in«his Majefly’s power to be without fome 
approbation and inclination to this alliance : yet even then he 
would nottrurt himfelf in this great affair, which fo nearly and 
fo dearly concerns himfelf, and himfelf above ’ all othersn 
Though the benefit and advantage could but appear the fame 
upon further confultation, yet there might poflibly be fome 
mifehiefs, or fome inconfeniencies be difeerned, which he had 
not forefeen. He refolves, therefore, to call his council ; tells 
them fome days before, that he had an aftair of great impor¬ 
tance to impart to them, and to receive their advice in ; and, 
therefore, appointed anj,extraordinary day, that they might all 
appear, (and truly, I think, there was but one Lord abfent, 
who was then indifpofed in-his health.) In this council he 
i^ated the w'hole matter, all that was offered of benefit and ad¬ 
vantage, all that occurred of Irazard or inconvenience, with¬ 
out the lead difeovery of his own inclinations, further than 
that you would have believed he had feen the pidfure of his 
miflrefs ^ it havipg been a fpcech he hath often accuilomed 
himfelf to, that he would not marry a woman he had not fome 
leafon to believe he could love, though flie could bring him the 
empire of the world. He did not conceal from my Lords, what 
tlie Spanifh ambaffador hgd offered againO this marriage, (who is 
not over-referved in giving dbunfel, nor in communicating the 
counfcl he gives,) what proffers he had made of others, what 
threats of war in one cafe, what advantage of dowry in ano¬ 
ther i that he is fo folicitous for the advancement of the Pro- 
tedant religion, that he bad offered feveral Protefiant princeffes 
to whom his mader fli.nll give a portion, as with the liil'anta of 
Spain ; and truly Icfs than the imiverfal monarch could not dif- 
pofe of fo many princeffes without the lead confent or privity 
of their own. His Majefly commanded all my Lords to deli¬ 
ver their counfel and advice freely, upon a full profpetSl of 
what might appear good and happy for his people as well 
as for himfelf; afiTuring them, as he hath done you now this 
day, that as he never did, fo he never will do, any thing of 
great importance, without coiifulting with them. You will 
believe that my lords of the council are folicitous enough for 
the advancement of the Protedant religion, upon which the 
vvei£arc of this kingdom fo mu,ch depends. But they were very 
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.aflorehenlive, thnt the firft Proteftant daughter that ever any 
of Spain hfid, would not probably bring fo great advan¬ 
tages to it as was pretended. They have no mind to encourage 
the King to a war ; we have had war enough : but they do not 
think he fhould fo much fear a war, as, out of the dread of it, 
to be at the difpofal of any other prime ; and that when he hath 
freed his own fubjedls frbm wardliwps and from liveries, that 
he fhould himfelt become a ware to the King of Spain, and 
not marry without his approbation and confent. Tliey ob- 
ferved, that in the fame memorials, (I do nofmean that which 
he laft printed, but a former) in which the Spanilh ambalfador 
threatens war if the King marries with Portugal, he preffeth 
very earneflly the delivering up of Dunkirk and Jamaica ; and 
it is plain enough* he would have that recomprtife from the 
portion he v.?ouId L'vva And, in truth, whofoevcf is againit 
the match with Porlugal, Is for the delivery of Dunkirk and 
Jamaica; war being as fnre to follow from the latter as the 
former, and from neither till the King^f Spain# find it conve¬ 
nient for himfclf, which I hope he will not yet do. 1 will not 
-enlarge upon the many renfons. 'I'he King hath told you the 
conclufion. There was never a more unanimous adviceTrom. 
any council, not any dillentiftg voice,, in the bcfeeching his 
Majefty to make this nwrriage, and to finifli it with all the ex¬ 
pedition imaginable. Upon this, he fent for the Portugal am- 
baflador, declared his refolution to him, hajh writ himfelf to 
Portugal, and is preparing his fleet to fetch home our queen. 
And I hope now he hath deferved all your thanks, both for the 
matter and the manner ; and that not only ourfclvcs, but the 
ages that are to fucceed us, Oiall ha¥e caufe to blefs God and 
his Majefly for this refolution thih he hath taken, and that he 
bath declared to us this day, and hath referved for this day, ha¬ 
ving obliged his council to ftcrecy, that he might himfclf com¬ 
municate it to his whole kingdom at once. 

There are fome other particulars of weight; but he will not 
mingle them with this great important one, which mufl fo much 
fill your hearts and your hea^ ; but will referve them till he 
fees you again after you have chofen your Speaker to him at 
four of the clock upon Friday. 


Speech hy Sir Edward Turner^ Speaker of the*fIoufe of Commons 

May 10, i66i. ^ 

May it plcafe your Moft Excellent Majefty, 

knights, citizens, and burgefles of the Commons 
Houfe of Parliament, being there aflembled by virtue of 

your 
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your Majeily^s moft gracious writ, h^e been plealed (I 
not fay to chufe, but) to name me their Speaker. 

It is an undoubted privilege of every member in that Hdufe, 
to be heard fpeuk, much more when he fpeaks for or againft 
himfelf. Bui, Sir, whether more out of favour to me or in¬ 
jury to themfelyes 1 cannot tell, they were not pleafed to hear, 
at lead: they would not accept, my jullfapology and excufe from 
this fervicc. • 

Therefore, from this their judgment, if I muftfocallit, I 
do moft humbly appeal to your I'overeign jnftice; befeeching 
your Majeliy, for the errors that are t< o vifible and apparent 
in their proceedings, that you wltl review andreverfe the fame. 

My inexperimee in the cuftom and orders of the Houfe, my 
inability to colledl their*fenfe, and flate the qucflions riling 
upon long hnd arduous debates, do juftly render me unfit, and 
therefore unworthy, of this weighty empl8ymeat. 

Your Majefty well knows, when a Ihip puts forth to fea, 
(he lliould be {jrovided ^ith mariners of all forts. In cafe a 
ftorm doth rife, forae muft trim and lower the fails, fome 
muft watch aloltthe decks, fome niuft work at the pump : but 
Kc had need be a very good feaman that is the pilot. Sir, I 
hope I may be ufcful to this yeJUr fovereign vefl'el in fome of 
thefe inferior places *, but 1 dare not undertake to be their Ileerf- 
man. 

I do moft humbly therefore bcfeech your Majefty, that you 
will not take us at our firft word ; our fecond thoughts are beft. 
Pray, therefore, be pleafed to command the members of the 
Houfe of Commons to returt; into their Houfe, to recoiled^ 
theml'elves, to prefent your Majefty with a better choice. 


After, conferring with his Majefty, the Lord Chancellor an- 

fwereth as foiloweth: 


Mr. Speaker, 

have not diferedited yoitrfelf enough to perfuade the 
King to diifent from his Houfe of Commons in the elec¬ 
tion they have made. If he had never feen you before, you 
have now fpoke too well againft yourfelf, for his Majefty to 
fufpe£t you are no good fpeakcr : but you have the honour to 
be well known to the King; have fpoken very often before 
him; and his Majefty well knows that you are not without 
any of thofe parts; of knowing the orders of the Houfe, 
where you have fat long ; or colledling and ftating and putting 
the queftions aptly, which nruft conftitute aright good fpeaker. 
Therefore his Majefty is fo fat from thinking the Houfe hath 
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^juwde an ill choice,' tha>he believes they coiiKl not have made 
a better i or from»admitting your excufe, that he confirms their 
eledion, and thanks them very heartily for making it; and re¬ 
quires you to fubmit to it, and to betake yourfclf with all ala¬ 
crity to the fcrvice. 

.- j 

His Majefty having thus denied Mri Speaker’s excufe, and ap¬ 
proved of the Commons choice of him ; Mr. Speaker pro¬ 
ceeded, and faid, 


"OE that know his mafter’s will and doth it not, is worthy to 
•■■‘be beaten with many ftripes. I fhall therefore humbly 
and cheerfully, to the bell of my poor Ikill and knowledge, 
apply myfelf to the performance of my duty; not doubting 
therein to obtain your* Majelly’s gracious paidon for all invo¬ 
luntary tranfgreflioffs i for it is a rule in law, and in coiifciencc 
too, non fac 'it reum,, niji Mens Jit rea. 

And, lince 1 have found this favour jn the figjvt of my Lord 
the King, pray let me beg your Majelty’s patience, for a while, 
to make a Hand, and from this place to look about me. Sir, 
a weak head is fcon giddy ; but the ftrongeft brain may here be 
turned: the pretence of this glory, and the glory of this pre- 
fence, do tranfport me# Whilft I contemplate the incompa¬ 
rable beauty of this body politic, and the goodly order of this 
high court of Parliament, where at once I behold all the glory 
of this nation, I am almoft in the condition of St. Paul, when 
he was taken up into the third heaven. All he could fay upon 
his return was, “ he faw things unutterable.” 

God, that made, all things lor the^ ufc of man, and made 
him governor over over all his wotks, thought it not fit to leave 
him to himfelf, nor to live without a law and government. 
The forms and fpecies of governments are various; monarchi¬ 
cal, arillocraiical, and democratical: but the firft is certainly 
the beft, as being neareft to divinity, itfelf. 

Ariftocracy is fubjedl to degenerate, and run into fa£l:ion j 
but democracy naturally runs into confufion. Then every man 
becomes a tyrant over his neighbour ; homo homini lupus^ homo 
homini daemon. 

This famous ifland, hifiorians tell us, was firfl inhabited 
by the Britans, then by the Romans, then by the Saxons, 
■then by the Danes, then by the Normarw*; and during all 
thefe fuccellions of ages and variety of changes, though there 
was fometimes divifum imperium, yet every diviiion was happy 
under a monarchical government. 

Since the entrance of the Nomiaiv race, twenty-five kings 
and queens, famous in their generations, from whom your. 
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Sacred Majefty is lineally defcended,r.have fwayed the royajL, 
iceptre of this nation. • L 

The childicn of Ifrael, when they were in the wildernefs, 
though they were fed widt Ciod’s own hand, and eat the iood 
of angels, yet they furfeiled, and murmured, and rebelled 
againd Mofis. V 

The fa me unthankful dwelt in thi.s nation for divers 

years lafl pull. The rnen of that ago were weary of the go¬ 
vernment, ihcuigh it was relincd to the wonder and envy of all 
other nations ; tlicv nuarreiled with our Moles, bcc.iufe he was 
the Lord’s anointed, Nclumus hunc rjegnnrey was their firft 
quarrel; but Icvtiling, parity, and confufion followed; then 
tyranny and ul'ui nation was f.ie conclufion. 

Wc read of the Einpftror Adrian, vvhen*hc lay a dying, he 
complained that many phyficians had dcilroyed him ; meaning, 
that their contraiy conceits and diftlrcnt fliredions for his re¬ 
covery had hallcncd his death. 

So it is whh us; \^'c*were lick of reformation; our re¬ 
formers were of all ages, fexes, and degrees ; of all profef- 
(ions and trades. The ‘very coblcr W'cnt beyond his laft, 
Thefe new llatcfinen took ujion them to regulate and govern 
our govGinors : this was the ficknefs and plague of the nation. 
Their new Wvvs were all written in bl®ody letters ; the cruelty 
of their tribunals made the judgment-feat little differ from a 
(laughter-houfe :,the rich man was made an clFcnder for a 
word ; poor men were fold for Haves, as the Turks fell heads 
twenty for an afper : yet for all this villany there was at length 
found a prote^for. 

No amendment at lerjgth would ferve thefe reformers turns; 
no ctmcelfions, though the nibll gracious that could be imagined, 
would fatisfy thefe ufuipers: but, root and branch, all mull go. 
Our late fovereign lord, of blefled memory, muft be offered 
up a facrifice to their lull ; your facred perfon fgreat Sir) pro- 
feribed, and all the royal family exiled. Monarchy itfclf was 
voted burthenfome, and therefore they muft try a common- 
weaWi; and, the better to dtg;cfl»it, the people were intoxicated 
with a belief that they Ihould all, like themfelves, be princes in 
their turns. 

- Amongft the Perllans, after the death of their governor 
there w'as ufed to be avop* tthIc rl^EpSv, a five dayskulcfsncfs, in 
which time every* man might do what he lifted ; during ihofe 
five days there v/as fuch killing, and robbing, and deftroying 
one another, that, before they were ended, the people longed 
again for their old government. 

After the death of your Majefty’s moft royal father, here was 
the like Ucentioulhefs ; but,, alas! it continued more than 
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^ice five years; liberty they called it; but it was Llbertas 
quidlibet audendi^t Your loyal fubjcdls were a prey to wolves 
and lygers; and to the molt cruel of all bealls, unreafonable 
men. Every man did what feemed good in lus own eyes; for 
in thefe days there was no King in our Ifrael. 

But, as the former fpirit of refo/mation at firft brought us 
into this mifery, fo the* fpirit of giddinefs, which God fent 
amongft our reformers, at length cured us. The brazen fer- 
pent w'as the belt cure for thole that were bitten by the fiery 
ferpent. The divifions and fubdivilions of thofe that cxercifcd 
dominion over us, weakened their own power, and ftirred up 
the hearts, and ftrengthened the hands, of your loyal fubjeds, 
to reftore our ancient government, and to bring your Sacred 
Majelty back to your royal throne ift peace, as, to the joy of 
all our hearts, we fee.it this day. 

This was the wftrk of God, and it is admirable in our eyes. 
And as w'c have caufe at all times to blefs God, that he hath 
thus brought your Majefty to you? people; fp w'e have juft 
caufe at this time to return our hearty thanks unto your Ma- 
jefty, that you have thus brought iyour people to yourfelf. 

The fun exhales the vapours from the earth, and fends them 
down again in Ihowcrs of pl«nty. So we, to our great joy, 
do find that our obediei^e and aftedion to your Majefty are re¬ 
turned upon our heads, in plenty, peace, and protedion. 

The laft meeting here in Parliament was Jiappy, in healing 
the bleeding wounds of this nation. They were blefled alfo, 
even for their works fake. Your facred Majefty did blefs 
them , and therefore they fhall be blelfed to all pofterity. 

But, Sir, we hope you have a bleljjng left for us too. That 
was your Parliament by adopiiofl, but this is your’s by birth¬ 
right. This Parliament is Irce-born. 1 hope this honour will 
beget in us an emulation to exceed the adions of our predecef- 
fors ; and not only to meet your Majefty as our fovereign with 
the duty of fubjeds, but with the love of fons to a moft indul¬ 
gent father. 

Next to the glory of your Adajefty’s royal throne, I cannof 
but obfcM ve the brightnefs of this fecond orb. This firmament 
is richly deckt with ftars of fqveral magnitudes ; each ftar ap¬ 
pears like the morning ftar, and yet each ftar differs from 
another in glory. 

. You cannot want commanders, either «by fea or land, to 
manage your defigns, whilft all thefe fons of Mars Hand can¬ 
didates to ferve you in the wars. 

You cannot want counfellors, to advife you in the great af¬ 
fairs of the nation, whilft all thefo ftatefmen, fent^tors, each fit 
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to be a confu!, contend \vbo fliall mof^ cafe you in the thorny 
cares of the government. , 

Amidft thefe noble Englilh barons are placed the reverend 
judges of the land, the fagcs of the law; men fo learned and 
expert in the ciifloms and ftatules of this land, that if Wat 
Tyler, or Jack Cade, orVhe new fanatics of this latter age, 
had burned our books, they,were abledto reftore our laws in pvi- 
rity and perfection. • 

And next to thefe, though in a lower orb, appear the wor¬ 
thy knights, the prudent citizens and burgefles, of the Houfe 
of Commoiis, being the third eftalc of Parliament. 

When the fame of Solomon’s wifdom had tilled the neigh¬ 
bouring nations, the Queen of Sheba could not contain herfelf 
at home ; but, with man)»cameU, laded with fpices, with gold, 
and precious flones in abundance, the j;ome& to Solomon, to 
commune with him of all that was in her keart. 

Great Sir, whiltl this your native country was unworthy of 
you, foreign nations weref made happy in the knowledge of 
your perfon, your piety, and your wifdom. And now the 
Lord our God hath brought,you home, and fet you on your 
ihrone, your I'ubjeCts long to tee you. 

* What ftriving and rejoicing vwas there, at your firft landing, 
to fee our rifing fun ! , 

What ftriving was there, at your coronation, to fee the im¬ 
perial crown fet upon your royal head! 

What ftriving nath there lately been, in all the counties, 
cities, and boroughs of this nation, who ftiduld be fent up to 
hear your wifdom, and confer with you in I^arliamcnt I 

Royal Sir, thefe cho^n worthy mclfengers are not come 
empty-handed; they are laden, they are fent up to you heavy 
laden, from their fevcral counties, cities, and boroughs. 

If the aftcClions of all Englilhmcn can make you happy ; if 
the richtesof this nation can make you great; if the ftrength of 
this warlike people c.nn make you confidcrable at home and 
abroad ; be allured, you are the greateft monarch in the world. 
Give me leave, 1 befeech you, t^ double my words, and fay it 
again, I wiftj my voice could reach to Spain, and to the fnclies 
loo, you are the greateft monarch in the world, 

I fear your royal patience may be tired. I will therefore 
fpeak no more my own words; but, in the name of tjie Commons 
of England, hunjbly prefent unto your Majefty their accuf- 
tomed petitions when firft they are affembled in Parliament, 
and fo conclude : 

Firft, I do befeech your Majefty, that, for our better at¬ 
tendance on the important fexvice of the Houfe, oiir- 
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felves, and ourMecelTary fmants, may be free, in our 
perfons afid cft^tes, from all arrefts and troubles. 

2 . That, debate and difputes being neceiTary to the dif- 
quiiiiion of many matters in the Houfe, your Majefty 
will be pleafed to votichfafe ,us liberty and freedom of 
fpeech ; which, I doubt not, we Ihall ufe with loyalty 
and fobriety. * 

3 . That, if the great affairs retire it, your Majefly, 
upon our humble fuit, will vouchfafe us accefs to your 
royal perfon. 

4 . I'hat the proceedings of the Houfe may receive a 
benign interpretation, and be free at all times from mif* 
conltri]£lions. 


The Speaker’s fpcech being ended, the Lord Chancellor again 
conferred with His Majefty; and anfwered, 

Mr. Speaker, * * 

'T^HE Kiiig is well pleafed with your obedience, and that you 

have fo .cheerfully fubmitted to undergo that province tlie 
Houfe of Commons hath defined you to : he promifes himfelf 
and the King as great fttiif and benefit from your joint fqrvices, 
as ever any of his progenitors received from a Speaker and a 
Houfe of Commons. The King did his part, by publifhing 
the very day he intended the Parliament fliould meet, a good 
time before the writs were fealed; by fending out the writs 
much longer than was neceffary before the day of meeting, that 
the country might not be furprifed in«thcir cledions, but that 
they might fend up fuch, as he iftight make a clear view and 
profpeft of the aifeeftions and defires of his people; and he is 
perfuaded that the Commons of England were never more ex- 
a^ly reprefented than they are at prefent, in you, the knights, 
citizens, and burgeftes. And yet 1 have a very particular com¬ 
mand from his Majefty to tell you, which in truth he meant to 
have faid to you himfelf the other day, and which he hopes you 
will not take ill in point of privilege, that his Majefty takes 
notice, indeed he cannot chufe but take notice, of one ill cir- 
cumftance in many elections, which he imputes rather to the 
vice of the times, a vice worthy your feverity, than to any 
Corrupt intention; that is, excefs of drinlftng, which pro- 
duceth that other fcandalous excefs in the expence. His Ma¬ 
jefty doth very heartily recommend it to your wifdom, for the 
honour and dignity of Parliaments, that you will take fome 
courfe to prevent this inconvenieneb for the future ; and if you 
VoL. I. E. thUk 
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think (it to call for any help from him*towards it, you will bc^ 
fure to have it. * 

You have made, Mr. Speaker, a very lively defcription of 
the extravagancy of that confulion which this poor nation 
groaned under, when they would throw off a government they 
had lived and prufpered under fo many ages, indeed from the 
time of being a nation, and .which is*as natural to them as their 
food or their raimentlf to model a new one fpr thcmfelves, 
which they knew no more how to do, than the naked Indians 
. know how to drefs themfelves in the French faflaion ; when 
(as you fay) all ages, fexes, and degrees, all profedions and 
trades, would become reformers, when the common people of 
England would reprefent the Commons of England; and ab> 
je£l men, who could neither write nor read*, would make laws 
for the government of the mod heroic and the mod learned na¬ 
tion.in the world; for fure none of our neighbours will deny it 
to have a full excellency gnd perfeidion both in arms and let¬ 
ters. And it «vas the grolTed and mod ridiculous pageant that 
great impodor ever expofed to public view”, when he gave up 
the nation to be difpofed of Uy a handful of poor mechanic per- 
ions, who, finding they knew not what to do with it, would 
(He was fure) give it back to Kim again, as they diortly did, 
which .makes his title complete to the government he meant to 
cxercife ; no man undervalues the common people of England, 
■who are in truth the bed and the honeded,* aye, and the wifed 
common people in the world, when he fays they are not fit to 
model the government they are to live under, or to make laws 
they are to obey. Solomon tells us, there is a time when one 
man rules over another tb his own hurt; we have had abundant 
indances of ,fuch a time. It is the privilege, if you pleafe, 
the prerog.ative (and it is a great onej of the common people of 
England, to be reprefeiited by the greated, and learneded, and 
wealthied, and vvifefl: perfons, that can be chofe out of the 
nation ^ and the confounding the Commons of England, which 
is a noble rcprel'entaiive, with the common people of England, 
was-the fird ingredient into that accurfed dofe, which intoxi¬ 
cated the brains of men with that imagination of a common¬ 
wealth ; a commonwealth, Mr. Speaker, a government as 
impolllble for the fprrit and temper and genius of the Englifh 
nation to fubinit to, as it is to perfuade them to give their cattle 
and their corn to"other men, and to live upon roots and herbs 
themfelves. I w'ifli heartily that they who have been mod de¬ 
lighted with that imagination, knew in tru^h the great benefit 
under the government. There is not a commonwealth in Eu- 
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rope, where every marfthat is worth one thoufand pounds doth 
not pay more to the government than a man of a thoufand 
pounds a year did ever to the crown here before thefc troubles. 
And I am perfuaded that monfter commonwealth coft this na¬ 
tion more, in the few years (he was begot, born, and brought 
up, and in her funeral Qwhich was the beft expenfe of all,) 
than the monarchy hath done thefe fix hundred years. 

You have well done, Mr. Speaker, ^n taking notice of the 
great efteem the King hath of the memory of the laft Parliament. 
He takes all occafions himfelf to do it; and it deferved it at his 
hands; but as the wifeft father takes joy in the hopes his heir will 
be wifer than he, and the greatefi monarch in the hopes that his 
fuccefibr will be greater than he; anc^if the fouls departed feel 
any joy upon what is done in this world, it is in the cafe of 
fuch an heir, fuch a fuccelTor; fo, you may be confident, the 
ghoft of the deceafed Parliament will be much delighted, much 
exalted, to fee your aftions excel theirs, and your fame exceed 
theirs. It was a bleifed Parliament; «but there are other and 
greater bleflings referved for you. They began many things 
which you may have the happinefs to jfinifii; they had not 
time, nor opportunity, to begin many things which you may 
have the hojiour to begin and finiih. They invited his Majefty 
home, reftored him to h!s throne, and monarchy to the nation. 
It will be your glory, fo to eflablifii him in his power and great- 
nefs, fo as to annex monarchy to the nation, that he and his 
pofterity (hall be never again'forced to be abroad, that they be 
invited home, nor in danger to be reftored; fo to rivet mo¬ 
narchy to the hearts, and to the underftandings of all men, that 
no man may ever prefume to con^irtf againft it. Let it not 
fuflfice that we have our King again, and our laws again, and 
Parliaments again: but let us fo provide, that neither King, 
nor laws, nor Parliament, may be fo ufed again. Let not our 
monarchy be undermined by a fifth monarchy, nor men fuf- 
fered to have the protection of a government they profefs to 
hate. Root out ail anti-monarchical principles ; at lead, let 
not the fame ftratagems prevail againft us. Let us remember 
how we were deceived ^ and let not the fame artifices over-reach 
us again. Let King, and church, and country, receive more 
and greater advantages, by the wifdom and induftry of this 
Parliament. *Let trade abroad and at home be encouraged and 
Enlarged, all vices and excefles be reftralned and^Abolilhed, by 
new laws and provifions; let profitable arts and induftry find fo 
great encouragement, that all thriving inventions may be 
brought from all parts of the world to enrich this kingdom, 
and that the inventors may grow rich in this kingdom. And 
upon this argument of encouraging induftry, Thave a com- 
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jnand from tlic King,. to recommend to you the encouragement 
or prefervatioii of a great work of indultry, in which the ho¬ 
nour and intereft of the nation is more concerned than in any 
work this age hath brought out. It may be in any nation ; and 
that is, all the drainings in England, which have given us new 
countries upon our own continent, and brought an inelliinablc 
benefit to the King and people, ati ad of creation making 
earth, and mending »ir by wit and indiiilry. Let no way- 
wardnefs in pariicular perfons, or confideraiion ot private and 
particular advantage, give diflurbance to works of fo public a 
nature, much Icfs deftroy fuch works; but provide out of hand 
for the upholding and fupporting them by foine good law, in 
•which due care may be taken for all particular interefls, when 
the public is out or dan'^er. • 

I have but one defire more, Mr. Speaker, to make to you 
from the King, to which the ftafon of*the year, as well as 
your inclinations to gratify him, will difpofe you ;• and that is, 
that you v/ill^ufe fuch expedition in your councils of mofl: im¬ 
portance, that ih.c rcll may he left to a rcccfs in the w'intcr, 
after an adjmr, nntent; that*his Majefly may have time to be- 
'dlow himfclf upon his fubjecls in a progrefs, which he ■would 
be glad to begin before the cifd of July. I have leave to tell 
you the progrefs he intends; that lie dafires again to fee his good 
city of W' oivciler, and to iltank God for his deliverance there, 
and to thank Cjod even in ihofc cottages, and barns, and hay¬ 
lofts, in which he was fheltcred, and feafted, and preferved ; 
and in the clofe of tliat progrefs he hopes he fhall find his queen 
in his arms, and io return to meet you here in the beginning of 
winter. • 

Mr. Speaker, all your petitions arc very grateful to the 
King. You and your fervants, in your perfons and cflates, 
are free from all arrefts or njoleftalions. Y»)ur liberty and free¬ 
dom of fpeech is very willingly granted to you. When ypti 
would repair to his \iaj(‘fly, you lhall be welcome. And his 
Majefty will be fo far from jcaloufy of your aftions, that he 
believes it is impoifiblc for himno be jealous of you, or you of 
him ; and if you plcafe, he will make it penal to nourilh that 
unwholcfomc weed in any part of the kingdom. 


A Letter 
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A Litter to His Majejly from the Ejiates of Parliament in Scot¬ 
land, jent by His Majejly to the Lords and Commons, May 20, 
1661. 

For the King’s moft Sacred and Excellent Majefty. 

Mofl; Sacred Soveraii * 

many and great bleflings which this your Majeily’s an- 
•** cient kingdom does now enjoy, under tlie adminiftration of 
your royal authority, and the deliverance they have thereby from 
the miferies, bondage, and tyranny, of thofe twenty-three 
years troubles, have fo ravilhed the fpirits of all your good fub- 
jeds with joy and admiration, that, yi a fenfc of their bypaft 
fallings, and prefent duties, %ve are obliged, in difeharge of 
our confciences anck truft, to allure your Majefty, that this 
kingdom doth conceive it their happinefs, above other nations, 
to live under the government and protection of fo religious, fo 
wife, and fo gracious a prince \ and wttl be zeaplous, that the 
returns of their duty and alk-giancejhall be fuitable thereunto; 
being ready, at all occafions, to hazard their lives and fortunes, 
in the maintenance of your hjajerty’s authority and govern** 
ment, in its prefent conflitution ; and in every other thing, 
that may concern your Majelty’s royal power, prerogative, 
and greatnefs ; by which alone the liberties, freedom, andjult 
intcred, of your people can be fecured. 

And lince your Majefty hath been pleafed to declare your 
gracious acceptance of our weak, but faithful endeavours, 
which we are obliged unto, in difeharge of that duty we owe 
to God, and to your Majefty, an^ for vindicating of the ho¬ 
nour and juftice of that glorious martyr, your royal father, and 
our native and dread foveran of blefted memory, we are 
thereby encouraged, as your gieat council, to reprefent to your 
Majefty, that we conceive it necelfary, for your own honour, 
for the advancement of your fervice, and for fecuring a firm 
and lading peace to your peopl^ that two hundred horfc, and 
fomc foot, for the necelfary garrifons, be kept on pay : and 
that, befide thefe, there be a militia of fome troop-^, fettled 
upon confiding perfons, in the feveral counties of the kingdom. 

And it is our humble defire, that, for the further endearing 
^he afieCfions *of your people, and for conjuleting of their ' 
happinefs by your confidence in them, your \lajefty may be 
pleafed to order, that all the forces to be made ufe of within 
this kingdom may confift of natives; and that all other may be 
removed. , 

And, becaufe many of our late troubles were occafioned, 
either by the too much countenahcc given to difatfefled per- 
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foil's, who employed the royal favour!, and crown revenues, 
beftow^ed upon them, for keeping up thofe troubles, or by the 
unftreightnefs of fome public minifters, we are confident your 
Majcfty V ill have fpecial regard, in the difpenfing of favours 
and trufts, to luch as have been and are faithful to the royal 
interefts; which will be a great faiisfaftion to the generality 
and body of this kingdom, who are fo loyal and affectionate to 
your Majefty’s iniereftf as there is no reafon either to fear or' 
flatter any who are otherwife difpofed. 

And, that your Majefty may have the more full account of 
our actings, and of the condition of this kingdom, and your 
afiairs in it, we have, with the allowance of your commiffioner 
(whofe loyalty, prudence^ and faithfulnefs, in this his trull, and 
in a more full and legal aiferting of the royhl power, than in 
any age formerly, doth much above what we are able recom¬ 
mend to your Majefty’s fpecial favour) made choice of the Earl 
of Glencairne, your chancellor, and the Earl of Rothes, pre- 
fident of your council, who have been eminently inftrumcntal 
in your fervice here, to wait upon your Majefty; and do 
humbly recommend them, and fheir employment, to your fa¬ 
vourable acceptance ; expeCting fuch a gracious return, as may 
be an eft^bliftiment to your Majefty’s authority and fervice, 
and an encouragement to all honeft meft ; and, among them, to 

Your Majefty’s moft humble, moft faithful, moft 
obedient fubjeCls and fervants. 

The eftates of your Parliament of Scotland, 
Edinburghy April 24, 1661 . 


A Letter from his Majejiyf June 22, 1661 . 


To our trufty and well-beloved Sir Edward Turner, 
Knight, Speaker of our Houfe of Commons: to be 
communicated to the ffoufe, 

Charles Rex. 


^TPRUSTY and well-beloved, we greet you well. At the 
opening our Parliament, you were told, that, we had a 
great defirc this fummer to make a progrefs through fome parts 
of our kingdom*; which we refolve to begin, in desvotion, t6 
our city of Worce^er, that we may pour out our thanks to 
God for our deliverance there; and the feafon of the year 
quickens us in that inclination, as we prefume it difpofes you 
to a defire to withdraw from this city, and to vifit your coun¬ 
tries : but you may remember, we told you then, that we had 
A.;caufed 
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eatifed fome bills to bd prepared for yon, for confirmation*of 
what we ena£led at our laft meeting: and we faid all wd 
could to you, of the value we fet upon the A£l of Indemnity, 
as we have great reafon to do; and if we could have ufed 
ftronger expreflions to have conjured you fpeedily to have dif- 
patched it, we alfure you we would have done it. And we did» 
think, what we faid wotild have made an imprcflion in all, 
who profcfs a defire to ferve us; and tthercfore we expeded 
every day, that the fame bill would have been prefented to us, 
for another aflent. We muft confefs we hear, you have 
fhewed great affedion t# us, fince your coming together; and 
that you have already prepared and paifed fomc very good bills 
(for which we heartily thank youj that are ready for the royal 
alfent: yet we caiftiot but tell you, that though wc are enough 
concerned to expedite thofe bills, we have no mind to pa& 
them, till the A£l*of Indemnity be likewife prefented to us; 
upon which (if you take our word) moft of our quiet and good 
depends; and in which, we are fure, qur honour is concerned: 
thereof we muft again, and as eariieftly as is polliblc, conjure 
you, to ufe all pofiiblc expedition'in the palling that ad, in the 
fame terms we already paifed it; to which we take ourfelveS 
obliged ; and that you will, for the prefent, lay alide all pri¬ 
vate bufinefs, that fo, betaking yourfclves only to the public, 
you may be ready to adjourn b^y the middle of the next month, 
which will beft fuit with all our occafions. And fo, not 
doubting of your readinefs to comply with us in thefe our juft 
and necelfary defires, we bid you heartily farewel. 

Given at our court at Whitehall, the twenty-firft day of. 

June, 1661, in the thirteenth year of our reign. 

WILLIAM MORICE. 


Speech hy the Speaker of the Houfe of Commmsy July 8, i66l* 

May jt pleafe your moft^excellent Majefty, 

^HE writ of fummons, whereby your Majefty was pleafed 
^ to call together the'knights, citizens, and burgelfes, of the 
Commons' Houfe of Parliament, gave us to underftand, “ That 
your Majefty had divers weighty and urgent matters to c<an- 
municate to us ; fuch as did- concern your loyal perfon, your 
ftate and dignity, "the defence of the kingdom, and the church 
ef‘England; and in the fame method propounded to us hy your 
Majefty, we have applied ourfelves to offer you our beft coun« 
fel aniadvice.” 
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Wc have found your Majefty miraculeufly preferved, by the 
hand of God, from the hands of your enemies : we found you 
peaceably feated in the throne of your anceftors; we found 
the hereditary imperial crown of thefc nations aulpicioufly fet 
upon your royal head; and all this after a lharp and bloody 
civil war. 

We held it our duties, in the firft* place, to endeavour the 
fafety and prefcrvation tf your Majeily’s perfon and govern¬ 
ment i and to that purpofc have prepared a bill. 

Next to the fafety of your Majefty, we look into confidcra- 
tion the ftaie and power that is nccelfary for fo great a prince; 
and do hope ere long to fettle your militia fo, that, by the 
blefling of God, you need not fear ftorms from abroad, or 
earthquakes here at hoin^. « 

'Your Majefty was pleafed, at the opening of the Parliament, 
to recommentl unto us two bills ; one, for'confirming of pub¬ 
lic ads i another, for the private ads that palled the laft Par¬ 
liament. 'I hey were fc^ many in number, and great In weight, 
that hitherto w'e could not confider of them all: but fome we 
have perufed; the Ad for Confirmation of Judicial Proceed¬ 
ings ; for taking away the court of wards and liveries, and 
purveyances; and alfo all thofe that do relate to your Majefty’s 
cuftoms and excife. t 

And, that we might with fome cheerfulnefs fee your Ma- 
jefty’s face, we have brought our brother Benjamin with us: 
1 mean, your Ad of Oblivion: 1 take the boldnefs to call it 
your s, for fo it is by many titles; your Majefty firft conceived 
it at Breda. You helped to contrive and form it here in Eng¬ 
land j and, we niuft all (bear you Avitnefs, you laboured and 
travailed till it was brought* forth : and lince it had a being, 
fome queftion being made of its legitimation, your royal heart 
is not at * eafe until it be confirmed. And now, Sii, give me 
leave to fay, by the fufPrage of a full, a free, and legal Parlia¬ 
ment, it j.'- prefented lo your Majefty, to be naturalized. Your 
Majefty s defires are fully anfwered by all the reprefentatives 
of the people : and their hearty prayer to God is, that all your 
fubje6ts may be truly tliankful to you ; and that your Majefty 
may long live to enjoy the fruits of this unparalleled mercy. 

Your Majefty was pleafed to intimate to us op Saturday laft. 
That you fo valued the quiet and fatisfa<ftion of your people, 
and the keeping «f your royal w ord wdth them, that, although' 
divers other bills were made ready for you, you would vpuch- 
fafe the honour to this bill alone, your favourite, to come and 
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pafs it. Sir, hereby yoa have made this a great holiday ; and 
•we Ihall obierve it with joy and thankfgiving. Upon fuch 
folemn feftivals, there ufeth to be a fecond fervice, an anthem, 
and a qollefi, or at leaft an offering. My anthem fliall be, 
^uid tibi retribuamf Domine ? And my coUe 61 , a Ihort report 
ot your revenue. We know, great Sir, that money is both 
the finews of war, and bbnd of peace. W'c have, therefore, 
taken care of your Majetty’s revenue ;P and do delire to make 
it in fome good proportion fuitable both to your grandeur and 
your merit. 

We do believe, the ftate of our King is the honour of our 
(late; and the bell way to preferve our peace, is to be well 
provided for war. Our time hath not permitted us to* finifh 
this work ; but, af an earneft of our good afl'edlions, we delire 
your Majcfty to accept an offering from us* 

We cannot enoujjh admire your Majefty’s patience, provi¬ 
dence, and frugality abroad. You did not bring home a debt 
for us to pay, great as a prince's ranfoin. An^ fince your "re¬ 
turn, you have not, with King Edward the Third after his 
wars in France, or Henry the Kdurth, Henry the Seventh, or 
Henry the Eighth, dcfired new and great aids, and heavy fubA 
fidics, from your people for yoftr fupplies. 

No, Sir ; you have been fo far from asking, that part of the 
money wi.irh was given you lart Parliament for your houfehold 
provifion, y<m have i'Tued out towards payment of our debts; 
you have robh.d your own table {I had almoft faid 'given the 
meat out of your own belly) to feed the hungry feamcn. 

Dear Sir,*lhefc thmgs have a juft influence upon the people ; 
they fill our hearts with joy and affe£fion to your Majefty. 

1 do not pretend much to phyTiognomy ; but, if I miftake 
jiot greatly, the faces of the people do promife great franknefs 
and cheerfulnefs in your prefent fupplies. 

What would not your Majefty s friends have given, within 
thefe eighteen months, to have feen your Majefty thus happily 
fettled r And what can be too much for thole to return, who 
have received all they enjoy frbm your Majefty’s mercy. 

Great Sir, to conclude this folemn fervice \ the Commons 
of England do, by me their fervant, humbly prefent you with 
this bill, intituled, “ An Aft for a free and voluntary Prefent 
jind wifli it arfuccefs anfwerable to your royal heart's defire. 


After 
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After this, his Majefty was picafed to make a very gracious 

fpeech, as followeth : 

My Louis and Gentlemen, 

TT is a good time fince I heard of your palling this bill for 
money ; and I am lure yon would have prcRmted it to me 
fooner, if you ,bad tli«ught 1 had delired it; but the truth is, 
though I have need enough of it, 1 had no mind to receive it 
from you, till I might at tl’c lame time give my alTent to this 
other very good bill that accompanies it, for which I longed 
very impatiently. I thank you for both with all my heart ; 
and though there arc other good bills ready, with which you 
will eafily believe I am t^ry well pleafed, aitd in which 1 am 
indeed enough concerned, yet I chufe rather to pafs thefe two 
bills together, and to pafs them by ihemTelves without any 
other, that you may all fee, and in you the whole kingdom, 
that I am at leaft eqpayy*concerned for you and them, as for 
myfelf: and in'truth it will be want of judgment in me, if I' 
ever defirc any thing for myfelf, that is not equally good for 
ytpu and them. I am confident, you all believe that my well¬ 
being is of fomc life anil bcncltt to you ; and I am fure your 
well-being, and being well pleafed, is the greateft comfort and 
blefling 1 can receive in this world. 

I hope you will be ready within few davs to difpatch thofe: 
other public bills which are fiill depending before you, that I 
may come hitii r ar.d pafs all together, and then adjourn till 
winter, when what reniains may be provided for: and I would 
be very glad that you w»uld be ready by the tweiuielh of this 
month, or thereabouts, for tl?e adjournment ; which methinks 
you might callly be, if you fufpended all private bulinefs till 
the recefs. The lall Parliament, by God's blclfing, laid the 
foundation of the happinefs we all enjoy ; and therefore I 
thought it but juRice to the memory of it, to fend you bills for 
the C(n\rmation of what was ena6ted then ; and I cannot 
doubt but you will difpatch whit remains of that kind with 
all convenient fpeed ; and that you will think, that what was 
then thought necelTary or jit for the public peace to be enabled, 
ought not’to be fhaken now, or any good man lefs fecure of 
whar he pofrefles, than he was when you came togtther. It is 
to put myfelf in nfind as w'ell as you, that I fo often (1 think' 
as often as I come to you) mention to you my declaration from 
I’lreJa : and let me put you In mind of another declaration,^ 
publilhed by ypurfclves about the fame time, and which, I am 
perfuaded, made mine,the more efFedlual; an honeft, generous, 
and CnriiUau declaration, figrtcd by the moft eminent perfons, 

who 



■ ( 59 ) 

■who had been the moft eminent fufferers, in which you re¬ 
nounced all former aiiimofities. all memory of former unkind- 
neffes, vowed all imaginable good-\yiU to, and all confidence in, 
each other. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Let it be in no man’s power to charge me or you with breach 
of our word or promife, which can nevar be a good ingredient 
to our future fecurity. Let us look forward, and not back¬ 
ward; and never think of what is paft, except-men put us in 
mind of it, by repeating faults we had forgot; and then let 
us remember no more than what concerns thofe very perfons. 

God hath wrought a wonderful miracle in fettling us as he 
hath done. I pray let us do all we cdli to get the reputation at 
home and abroad of being well fettled. We have enemies and 
enviers enough, wlfo labour to have it thought otherwife; and 
if we would indeed*have our enemies fear us, and our neigh¬ 
bours love and rerpe^l us, and fear us ^nongh to love us, let us 
take all the ways we can, that, as the world cannot but take 
notice of your extraordinary afFe&ion to me, and of the com¬ 
fort 1 take in that affedion, fo that it may likewife take notice 
of your afFedion to and confidence in each other ; which will 
difappoint ail defigns againfi the public peace, and fully efia* 
blilh our joint fecurity. 


Speech by the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons^ July 30, 1661, 

May it pleafe your moft excellent Majcfty, 

^T^HE wife men tell us, There « a time to fow, and a time 
to reap. Since your Majefty did convene the Icnights, 
citizens, and burgefles ot the Commons Houfe of Parliament, 
they have with unwearied labour confulted for the fervice of 
your Majefty, and the good of this nation ; and now the fields 
grow white to harveft. In the great field of nature all fruits 
do not grow ripe together ; "bilt fome ia one month, fome in 
another; one time affords your Majefty primrofes and violets; 
another time prefents you with July-flowers. So it is in the 
courfe of our proceedings : fome of our fruits are in the blof- 
fom, when Others are in the bud; fome are near ripe, and 
others fit to be prefentedto your Majefty. Xmongft the num¬ 
ber of our choiceft ripe fruits, we firft prefent you with a bill 
for the fafety and prefervation of your Majefty’s royal perfon 
and government. 

Your prcdeceflbr Queen Elizabeth, of famous memory, in* 
the thirteenth year of her reign/ by Pius Quintus, then bilhop 

of 
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of Rome, was excommunicated and ‘anathematized, John 
Felton polled up a bull at the Bilhop of London's palace, 
whereby Ihe was declared to be deprived of her title to the 
Icingdom, and all the people of this realm abfolved from their 
allegiance to her ; the Qiiecn of Scots was then a prifoncr in 
England ; and the Duke of Norfolk, for many defigns againft 
our Queen, committed to the Tower. Hiftorians tell us, the 
times were very troiiblcfbme, full ot fufpicions and confpira- 
cies. But, Sir, what then wu.s only feared, hath in onr time 
been put in execution. No age hath known, no hillory makes 
meiiilon of, fuch fad tragedies. It therefore now becomes 
your people, after this glorious reftitution, to endeavour all juft 
ways of prcfervaiion. ^ 

The (^ecn, in her time of trouble and efanger fummoned 
a Parliament; and fuch was the love of the^people to her and 
her government, that they forthwith made a law for her fe- 
curity. According to whiidi precedent, we your loyal Com¬ 
mons allb, who have beferc them no Icfs caufc of fear, but 
more obligations and affedion to your Majcfty, do humbly 
tender you a bill, wherein wc Scfire it maybe enaded, “ That 
if any perfon ftiall compafs, imagine, or dclign, your Majefty’s 
death, deftrudion, or bodily harm, to iniprifon or rellrain your 
' royal perfon, or depofe you, or (hall levy war againll your 
Majcfty wiihin or w'iihout your realm, or ftir up any foreign 
power to invade you, and lhall exprefs or declare fuch his 
wicked intention, by printing, writing, preaching, or malicious 
and advifed fpcaking, being thereof legally coiivided, fliall be 
• adjudged a traitor.” 

And, bccaufe ranch oiP^otu^ late mlfery took its rife from 
feditious pamphlets, and fpeeches from the pulpits, it is pro¬ 
vided, 1 hat if any m.an lhall malit^ioully and advifedly 
publiili or affirm your Majefty to be an heretic, or a papift, or 
that you endeavour to introduce popery, or ftiall ftir up the 
people to hatred or diftike of your royal perfon or government, 
then every fuch perfon ihall be made incapable of any office or 
employment either in church or*ftate; and if any man (hall 
malicioufly and advifedly affirm, that the Parliament begun at 
Weftminller the third ot November, 16^0, is yet in being, or 
that any covenant or engagement ftnee that time impofed upon 
the people doth oblige them to endeavour a change of the go¬ 
vernment either ifi church or ftatc j or that cither or both 
Houfes of Parliament have a Icgiftativc power without your 
Majefty; then every fuch offender, being thereof legally con¬ 
victed, ftiall incur the penaities ot z premimirc^ mentioned in 
the ftatute made i6 R. 11 .” * 


In 
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In, the next place, Sir, give me leave, I bcfeech you, (vviih- 
out any violence to the Adi of Oblivion,) to remember a fad 
efFed of the diftempers in the la(t age. When the fever 
began to feizc upon the people, they were impatient till they 
loft fome blood. The Lords Spiritual, who in all ages had 
enjoyed a place in Parliament, were by an ad ot Parliament 
excluded. * 

Your Majefty’s royal grandfather •was often wont to fay, 
“ No biftiop, no King.” Wc found his words true ; for, 
after they were put out, the fever ftill increafing, in another 
fit the Temporal Lords followed, and then the King himfelf. 
Nor did the humour reft there ; but, in the round, the Houfe 
of Commons was firft garbled, and ^en turned out of doors. 

It is no wondeA when a fword is put into a madman’s hand, 
to fee him cut off limb by limb, and then to kill himfelf. 

When there is a great breach of the fea upon the low 
grounds, by the violence of the t^jrrent, the rivers of fweet 
waters are often turned ailde, and tho» fait wafers make them- 
felves a channel; but when the breach is made up, good huf- 
bands drain their lands again, ahd redore tlie ancient fewers. 

Thanks be to God, the flood is gone off the face of this 
ifland. Our turtle dove hath Yound good footing. Your Ma- 
jefty is happily reftor€d to the government; the Temporal 
Lords and Commons are reftored to fit in Parliament. And 
ihall the church alone now fuffer ? 

Sit ecclejia Anglicana libera^ et habeat libertates fuas illafas* 

In order to this great work, the Commons have prepared a 
bill to repeal that law * which w'as made in 17 CaroU, where¬ 
by the bifhops were excluded this Ifoufe: thefe noble Lords 
have all agreed; and now we beg your Majefty will give it 
life. Speak but the word, great Sir; and your fervants yet 
fhall live. 

We cannot well forget the method, how our late miferies, 
like waves of the fea, came in upon us : hrft, the people %vere 
invited to petition, to give colour to fome illegal demands; 
then they muft remonftrate, !hcn they muft proieft, then they 
muft covenant, then they muft aflbeiate, then they muft engage 
againft our lawful government, and for the maintenance of 
the moft horrid tyranny that ever was invented. For the 
prevention df this pra£lice for the future, wc do humbly tender 
unto your Majefty a bill, intituled, “ An ASt againft Tumults 
and Diforders, upon Pretence of preparing or prefenting pub¬ 
lic Petitions, or Addreifes, to your Majefty or the Parliament,” 


• Deed in Ofiginali. 
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In the next place, wc.held it our dufy to undeceive the peo¬ 
ple who have been poifoned with an opinion, that the militia 
of this nation was in thcmfelves, or in their reprcfentatives in 
Parliament; and, according to the ancient known laws, we 
have declared the foie right of the militia to be in youV Ma- 
jefty. And forafrauch as our lime hath not permitted us to 
hnifh a bill intended for the future ordering of the fame, wc 
fhall prefent you with*^ a temporary bill, for the prefent ma¬ 
naging and difpofing of the land forces ; and likewife another 
bill for eftablilhing certain articles and orders for the r^ula- 
.tion and government of your Majefty’s navies and forces 
by fea. 

According to your M^iefty’s commands, we have examined 
many of the public and private bills whiclf palfed laft Parlia¬ 
ment ; and have prepared fome bills of /lonfirmation. Wc 
have alfo afeertained the pains and penalties to be impofed 
upon the perfons or e(late% of thofe mifereants who had a hand 
in the murder,of youi* royal father of bleffed memory, and 
were therefore excepted in j^our Majefty’s A6t of Oblivion ; 
whereih^we have declared to all the world, how jtift an indig¬ 
nation we had againrt that horrid regicide. 

We have likew'ife prepared a bill for the colle£lion of great 
arrears of the duty of excife ; which*! do here, in the name 
of the Commons, humbly prefent unto your Majefty. The 
reafon, we conctive, why it was not formerly paid, was be- 
caufe the people difliked the authority whereby it w'as impofed. 
But, undtrftanding that it is now given to your Majefty, it 
will come in with as great freedom; aitquifque mala er’it ujus 
in tilo. • , 

Your Majefty was pleafcd, at the opening of the Parlia¬ 
ment, to tell us, “ 'i'hat you intended this fummer to take a 
progrefs, and fee your people, and at your return did hope to 
bring a queen home with you.’* Sir, this welcome news hath 
made us cafl: about all ways for your accommodation. And 
therefore, that no convcniencics, might be wanting, cither for 
your Majefty, your queen, or your attendants, we have prepared 
a bill, intituled, An providing neceflar}' Carriages in all 
your Royal Progrefies and Removals.” 

Your Majefty was likewife pleafed, at our firft meeting, -to 
fay, “ You wouljj not tire us with hard duty and* hot fervicc; 
a/id therefore about this time intended a recefs.” That royal 
favour W'ill now be very reafonable; and we hope advan¬ 
tageous both to your Majefty and ourfelves : we know, in our, 
abfence, your princely heart and head will not be free from 
cares and thoughts of our protedlion *, and when we leave our 
hive, like the induftrious bee/we (hall but fly about the feveral 
3 countries 
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‘countries of the nation U gather honey; and, when your Ma- 
jcfty fliall be pleafcd to name the time, return with loaded thighs 
into our houle again. 

After this, his Majefty^was pleafed to make this following 

fpeech: 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T PERCEIVE, by this thin appearance of the members of 
^ both Houfes this day, that it is high time to adjourn. In 
tnith, the feafon of the year as well as your particular affairs 
require it ; and therefore 1 do w'illingiy confent to it. 

I thank you fot the many good bills you liave prefented me 
with this day; of ^hich, I hope, the benefit wdll redound to 
the whole kingdom. 

I thank you for the care you ha^e taken for the fafety of 
my perfon ; which, truft me, is the more valuable to me, for 
the confequence, 1 think, it is of to you. And, upon my 
confcience, there is nobody wifhes ill to me, but t;jiey who 
would quickly revenge themfeJves of you if they could. 

I thank you for the care you have taken of yourfelves, of 
your own fafety and hbnour, in the adf agairft tumults and 
diforders upon pretence of petitions ; to wdiich licence we owe 
much of the calamities we have undergone: but 1 thank ycui- 
with all my heart, indeed as much as I can do for any thing,' 
for the repeal of that aft which excluded the biihops from 
fitting in Parliament. It was an unhappy aft, in an unhappy 
time, paffed with many unhappy ^irctimltances, and attended 
with miferable events; and therefore 1 do again thank you for 
repealing it. You have thereby reftoYed Parliaments to their 
primitive inflitutions : and 1 hope, my Lords and Gentlemen, 
you will in a fhort time refiore them to the primitive order, 
and gravity of debates and determinations, which the licence 
of the late dillempered times |^ad ib much corrupted; which 
is the only way to reftore Parliaments to their primitive 
veneration with the people, which 1 heartily vftfh they fhould 
always have. 

My Lords Gentlemen, . 

Yon arc now going to your feveral countTies; where you 
cannot but be very welcome, for the fervices you have per¬ 
formed here. I do yery earneftly recommend the good gOf 
vernmeut and peace of your countries to your care, and your 

V Origin, its» 
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counfel, and yoiir vigilancy. There* are diftempcred^ fjpiriM 
enough, which lie in wait to do mifehief, by laying reproa^es 
upon the court, upon the government; reproaches upon mC, 
and reproaches upon you. Your wifdoms and reputation iihd 
authority 1 doubt not, weigh down their light credit ; 
and the old and new good laws will^ I hojje, prevent any mif¬ 
ehief they intend. However, you have done very well ('and I 
do very heartily thank^ycu for it) in declaring my foie right 
over the militia ; the quefiioning of which was the fountain 
from which all our biller waters flowed. 1 pray, make hafle 
to put the w'hole kingdom into fuch pofture, that evil men, 
who w'ill not be converted, may yet chufe to be quiet, becaufe 
they find that they Ihall^ot be able to do the harm they define, 
to do. * 

I know you have begun many bills in^both Koufes which 
cannot be finifhed till your meeting again ; and, that they may 
be finilhed then, I forb(v>r to make a fellions now ; but am 
contented that you adjourn till the twentieth of November, 
w'hen I hope, by God’s blelling, we fhall come happily toge¬ 
ther again. 

* In a word, my Lords and Gentlemen, I thank you for what 
you have dope; and am-coutident, that w^hat you have left 
undone you will difpatcb, with all‘alacrity, and to all our 
fatisfa6tions, at our next meeting. And fo you may adjourn 
till the twentieth of November. 


His MajeJIy's Afoji Gracious Speech, November 20, i66i. 
My Lords, and GentleWn of the Houfe of Commons. 

T KNOW the vifit I make you this day is not necelfary, is 
not of courfe ; yet, if there were no more in it, it would 
,not be ftrange that I come to fee, what you and I have fo long 
defired to fee, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and the Com¬ 
mons of England met together^ to confult for the peace and 
fafety of church and ftate, by which Parliaments are reftored 
to their primitive lufire and integrity: I do heartily congratu¬ 
late with you for this day. Put, my Lords and Gentlemen, 
ps my coming hither at this time is fomewhat extraordinary ; 
fo the truth is, the occafion of my coming is nfore extraordi¬ 
nary. It is to* fay fomething to yon on my own behalf, to 
aJk fomewhat of you for myfelf; which is more than I have 
done of you, or of thofe who met here before you, (ince my 
coming into England. I needed not have done it then ; and, 
upon my confcience, I need not do it now. They did, and 
you do, upon all occafions, cxprcfs*fo great an affetStion and 

care 
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of all that concert^ me, that I may very well refer both 
the matter and manner of your doing any thing for me, to youf 
owh wifdoms and kindhefs. And indeed, if I did think that 
what I am to fay to you now did alone or did moft concern 
myfelf; if the uneafy condition I am in, if the ftraits and 
neceflities I am to ftruggle with, did not manifeftly relate to 
the public peace and fafety, more than to my own panic ilar, 
otherwife than as I am concerned in thfc public, 1 Ihould not 
give you this trouble this day. I can bear my neceifities which 
merely relate to myfelf with patience enough. 

Mr. Speaker, and you Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

I do not now importune you to maSe more hade in the fet¬ 
tling the conftant revenue of the crown, than is agreeable to 
the method you projfcfe to yourfelves \ to delirc you ferioufly 
to confidcr the unfupportable weight that lies upon it; the 
obligations it lies under, to provide foj the intereft, honour, 
and fccurity of the nation, in another proportioA than in any 
former times it hath been obliged to ; but I come to put you 
in mind of the crying debts which do every day call upon me 
of fome ncccdary provifions which are to be made without 
delay for the very fafety of the kingdom ; of the great fum of 
money that (hoiild be ready to difeharge the feveral fleets when 
they come home ; and for the necellary preparations that are 
to be made for the fetting out new^ fleets to fea againd the 
fpring, that revenue being already anticipated upon as impor¬ 
tant fervices which ftiouUl be alligned to thofe preparations. 
Thefe are the prefling occafions which J am forced to recom¬ 
mend to you with all polfible earA;flnefs, and to conjure you 
to provide for as fpee^ly as is poflible, and in fuch a manner 
as may give us fccurity at home, and fome reputation abroad. 
1 make this difeourfe to you with fome confidence, becaufe I 
am very willing and delirous that you fhould thoroughly exa¬ 
mine whether thefe neceifities I mention be real or imaginary; 
or whether they are fallen upon us by my fault, my own iJl- 
managery or excelfes, and provide for them accordingly. I 
am very willing that you make a full infpe<Slion into my re¬ 
venue, as well the difturfements as receipts; and if you find 
it hath been rll-managcd by any corruption in the officers I 
trud, or by my own unthriftinefs, I lhall take*ahe information 
and advice you fliall give me very kindly: I fay, if you find it; 
for I would not have you believe any loofe difeourfes, how 
confidently foever tirged, of giving away fourfeore thoufand 
pounds in a morning, and many orfier extravagancies of that 
kind. 1 have much more reafo^i to be forry that I have npC 
VoL. i; . F 'to 
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to reward thofe who have ever faithfully ferVed the King my 
father and myfelf, than ailiamed of any bounty I have exer- 
cifed towards any man. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I am forry to find that the general temper and affections of 
the nation are not fo well compofed as I hoped they w^ould 
have been, after fo fi^nal blcffings from God Almighty upon 
us all, and after fo great indulgence and condefcenlions from 
me towards all inlcrcfts. There are many wicked inftruments, 
ftill as. active as ever, who labour night and day to difturb the 
public peace, and to make all people jealous of each other. It 
will be worthy of your^care and vigilance, to provide proper 
remedies for the difeafes of that kind; aftd if you find new 
Jifeafes, you niuft ftudy new remedies. ^Let us not be dif- 
:ouraged: if we help one another, we (hall, with God’s blcf- 
Ing, mailer all our diffici^ties. Thofe which concern matters 
jf religion, I v;onfefs t« you, are too hard former and there¬ 
fore 1 do commend them to your care and deliberation, which 
ran belt provide for them. 

I fliall not need to recommend, or pul you in mind of, the 
(ood corrclpondence that ougfit to be kept between you, for 
he good of yourfelvcs and me, and tht: whole kingdom ; and I 
nay tell you, it is very ncceffary for us all. You will find, 
rhoever doth not love me, doth not love you ;'and they who 
avc no reverence for you, have little kindnefs for me. Thcre- 
ore, I pray, let us adhere fail to each other; and then we 
lall, with the help of God, in a ihort time, perfuadc or oblige 
11 men to that I'ubmiihon ^iid obedience to the law, as may 
onilitiite a full meafiire of happinefs to prince and people, 
nd peifuacle our nciglibours to that eileem and value they have 
jrmerly had for us. 


^eech hy the Sj^cakn q/ the Hqufe of Commons, December 20, 

1O61. 

May it plcafe your moll Excellent Majefty, 

pHE laft lime the knights, citizens, and burgeiTos of the 
'• Commons Houfe of Parliament had the honotir to wait 
)on you in thiS place, your Majefty was gracioully pleafed 
congratulate v/ith tiiem, for the glorious meeting of the 
3rds Spiritual and Temporal and Commons of England, in 
is your full, free, and legal Parliament. 

Great Sir, it is our prelent comfort, and will be our future 
)ry, that God hath made us inttrumcntal for the repairs of 

thofe 
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thofe breaches which the worft of times had made upon the 
heft of governments. The late great eclipfe in our horizon, 
occafioned by the intcrpolition of the earth, is now Vaniftied ; 
the ftars in our firmament are now full of light; the light of 
our moon is become like the light of the fun; and the light of 
our fun is fevenfold. • 

A man that fees the river of Thara^ at a high water, and 
obferves how much it finks in a few hours, would think it 
running quite away ; but, by the fccret providence of God, 
we fee that when the ebb is at the lowed, the tide of a rifing 
wafer is neareft the return. 

Your Majefty waslikewife gracioufly pleafed to fpeak fome- 
thing to us on your own behalf; arid did vouchfafe to fay, 
you would afk fomething foryourfelf; withal declaring fome 
iineafinefs in your (londition, by reafon of fome crying debts 
which daily called for fatisfadion. 

Great Sir, I am not able to exprefs, at the hearing of thofe 
words, with what a fympathy the whcfle body*of the Parlia¬ 
ment was prefently affedled, Tfie circulation of the.blood, 
of which our naturaliils do tell us, was never fo fenfibly de-r 
monftrated as by this experigient. Before your Majefty’s 
words were all fallen from your lips, you might have feen us 
blufli: all our blood came into our faces; from thence it hafted 
down without obftrudlion to every part of the body; and, 
after a due confulting of the feveral parts, it was found ne- 
ceflary to breathe a vein. 

We cannot forget how much our treafure hath been ex- ^ 
haufted ; but we remember alfo, it was by ufurping and tyran¬ 
nical powers ; and therefore we »re eafily perfuaded to be at 
fome more expence to keep them out. 

The merchant tells us, it is good policy, in a troubled fea, 
to lofe fome part of our cargo, thereby to fave the reft. 

With your Majefty’s leave, we have been bold to look into 
the prefent ftate of affairs ; aad find thofe great fums that 
have been heretofore advanced upon us were raifed moft of 
them in bad times, and for ill purpofes, to^keep your Majefty 
out of this your native kingdom ; and when your Majefty 
returned home from your long baniftiment, you found the 
naval ftorehopfe unfurnifhed, which will not eafily be fupplied. 
The unfettled humours, and unquiet fpirits, ^hat are amongft 
us, do necefiitate a coftly guard for your royal perfon ; the ho¬ 
nourable acceflions of Dunkirk, Tangier, and Jamaica, do at 
prefent require a great fupply ; but, we have reafon to believe, 
in time to come, will repay this /lation their principal with 
good intereft. 


Your 
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Y^r Majefty hath fcnt a royal fleet upon a happy errand, 
to bring your royal confort hither: and is there any Englifh- 
man will ftick to pay the wages of thofe mariners, whofe 
inips do bring fo good freight ? 

upon all thefe confiderations, your loyal Commons were in 
pain, until, like prudent and good hu^ands, they had redeemed 
the nation from all its public debts. And that your Majefty 
may at Once have a full meafure of their duty and affedlion to 
yourfelf, and that your neighbours abroad, as well as the dif- 
contented commonwealth’s men with all their complicated 
interefls here at home, may fee the happy correfpondence that 
is between our head and all the members of this body politic; 
we have cheerfully ancWinanimoufly given your Majelly twelve 
hundred and threefcore thoufand pounds; if hich fiim we defire 
may be levied in eighteen months, by quarterly payments, 
after the rate of feventy thoufand pounds per menfem, to 
begin the five and twevieth of this prefent December ; in 
order whereunto, we IfUmbly pray your Majefty’s royal alfent 
unto this bill. 


# 

After this, his Majefty was pleafed \fi make this fhort fpeech 

following; 

Mr. Speaker, and you Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

•you have made me this day a very great and a very noble 
prefent ; a prefent that I have received benefit from al¬ 
ready, before you prefent^ it: for, truft me, the benefit is 
not fmall, which I and you boih have already, from the repu- 
tatiofi of this prefent, from the alacrity and affeaion you have 
fo unanimoufly exprefled in this affair. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I do thank you with all my heart for it; and I will not en¬ 
large thofe thanks-further, than by telling you, that I do not 
cpme more willingly this day to pafs this bill, than I will do 
topafs any other bills which you fhall provide for the'cafe 
benefit, and fecurity of my people ; and I do-verily believe 
that you and I^all never be deceived or difappointed in the 
expectation we have of each other. 


Speech 
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Speech of the Speaker of tbcHoufeof Commons^ May 19, 1662. 
May it pieafe your mod Excellent Majefty, 

'T^HE glorious body of the fun doth exhilarate the foul of man 
with its light, and fruftify the earth by its heat. In like 
manner, we, the knightsf citizens, and burgelTes of the Com¬ 
mons Houfe of Parliament, do, with aU humility and thank- 
fulnefs, acknowledge thefe frequent acceflions to your royal 
prefence do both comfort our hearts, and influence out a&ions. 

Geographers do tell us, the land of Egypt is a dry foil, but 
made fertile by the overflowing of the river Niius ; and, ac¬ 
cording to the degrees of the flood”, th^ inhabitants do prognof- 
ticate the fniitfuln^s of the enfuingyesflr. If it flows'to twelve 
degrees, it prefages a good harveft ; if to thirteen, then more 
plentiful ; but if to fourteen degrees, their hopes are raifed to 
an expcidation of an abundant increafe. 

Great Sir, * , 

Your return into this nation in the twelfth year of your reign 
refembles the flowing of the river Niius in the twelfth degree. 
That year was crowned with the enjoyment of your royal per-** 
fon. The laft year, being the thirteenth year of your Majefty’s 
reign, we were made h»ppy in your coronation, and by your 
fand-ion of many good and ufeful laws, both for the church and 
ftate. And now our river Niius begins to flow fourteen degrees, 
Ve are, by the mercies of God, in an humble expedation of a 
great jubilee. Otir gracious Queen is now happily landed; 
w'ho, we do hope, and daily pray, may prove a fuitable com¬ 
panion to your royal perfon, and, erejong, a nurfmg mother 
to this nation. * 

If your Majefty but pieafe to caft your eyes upon the table, 
and behold the great number of bills that there prefent tliem- 
fclvcs before you, like fo many (heaves of corn bound up and 
ready to be houfed ; and will vouchfafe to fee how both my 
hands are filled with no light prefents from your loyal Com¬ 
mons ; and If your royal Majefty, the great lord of the har¬ 
veft, (hall tmuchfafe to crown this day by your gracious concef- 
lions to our defires, the world will then lee how great a duty 
your people cheerfully pay both to your royal perfon and your 
government ;*and likewife how great a zeal your Majefty hath, 
by the faithful advice of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, aifembled in Parliament, to fettle the church in 
her ancient glory, and to reftore the happy people of this nation 
to iheir ancient rights and privileges 

Some foreign writers, that envy the happinefs of our govern¬ 
ment, injurioufly afperfe this nation with a reproachful faying, 

Y 3 <*That 
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** That the crown of England is only^maintaincd by the bene¬ 
volence of the people y which never is granted, but in exchange 
of fomc royal prerogative.” 

Great Sir, 

We know, the ftrongeft building muft fall, if the coupling 
pins be pulled out: therefore our care hath been to prepare fuch 
conftitutions, that the prerogative oT the crown and the pro¬ 
priety of the people ftay, like fquared ftones in a well ouilt 
arch, each fupport the other, and grow the clofer and ftronger 
for any weight or force that lhall be laid upon them. 

We cannot forget the late difputing age, wherein mod per- 
fons took a liberty, and fome men made it their delight, to 
trample upon the difcjpline and government of the church. 
The hedge being trod down, the foxes and the wolves did enter; 
the fwine and other unclean beads defiled the temple. At length 
it w'as difeerned, the Smeilymnian plot din not only bend itfelf 
to reform ceremonies, but fought to ereft a popular authority 
of elders, and^to root out epifcopal jurifdidion. In order to 
this work, church ornaments were fird taken away ; then the 
means whereby dillinilioif or inequality might be upheld 
amongd ecclefiadical governors; then the forms of common 
prayer, which as members bf the public body of Chrift’s 
church were enjoined us, were decriOvl as fupcrllilious, and in 
lieu thereof nothing, or worfe than nothing, introduced. 

Your Majedy having already reftored the governors and go¬ 
vernment of the church, the patrimony and privileges of our 
churchmen ; we held it now our duty, for the reformation of 
all abufes in the public worftiip of God, humbly to prefent 
unto your Majedy a bill for the uniformity of public prayers 
and adminidration of facraments. 

We hope the God of order and unity will conform the hearts 
of all the people in this nation, to ferve him in this order and 
uniformity. 

Next to the worfliip and fervice of God, we applied our- 
fclves to the fettling our great concern, the militia. We have 
already, according to our duties*and the laws, declared the foie 
right of the militia to be in your Majedy ; and now, with 
your permidion, we humbly tender your Majedy a bill for the 
better regulation and ordering the danding forces of this nation; 
wherein we have taken care to make all things dfeertain, that 
your Majedy^s Ubutenants and their deputies may know what to 
command, and all the people learn how to obey. 

And becaufe our late wounds are yet but green, and podibly, 
before the body politic be well purged, may incline to break out 
again, whereby your Majedy may be forced to draw your 
fword before your treafury be fiipplicd with money ; we have 
' • confented 



. ( V ) 

confented that your Ma 5 efty may raife, for the three next en- 
fuing years, one month’s tax in each year, after the rate of 
fevcnty thoufand pounds per menfem, if nccelhty fliall fo re¬ 
quire. 

In the rfext place, according to your Majefty’s commands, 
we have furveyed the wafted revenue of the crown; and, in 
purfuance of our promifes, do humbly propound unto your 
Majefty a fair addition. Wc confideiEd, that great part of 
your Majefly’s revenue is but for life ; and both that, and alfo 
part of the reft, depends upon the peace, the trade, and traffic 
of the nation, and therefore may be much impaired by wars 
with foreign nations. This pul us upon the fearch of fome- 
thing that might arife within our own walls, and not to be fub- 
jeft to fuch contii)gencies. We pitched our thoughts at laft 
upon thofe places where we enjoy our greateft comforts andfe- 
curities, our dwellirfg-houfes; and, confidering even that fecu- 
rity is fecured unto us by your Majefty’s vigilance and care in 
the government, we have prepared abiH, whereby wc defire it 
may be enabled, that all houfes in this kingdom, which are 
worth in yearly value above twenty (hillings, and not inhabited 
by almfmen, may pay unto your Majefty, your heirs and fuc-; 
cefTors, two (hillings yearly foi» every chimney-hearth in each 
houfe for ever. • 

When the great Ahithophels of our latter age had by force 
raviihed the venerable laws of this nation (and ab/tado datOyfe- 
quuntur mllle \) then every petty aftift in his way, yea, even 
the very common beggars, had the confidence to offer violence 
to their chaftity. 

We have therefore been cojiftrainet^to prepare fevcral bills 
for the regulation of trade, our t:loathing trade, our fifhing 
trade, our trade for (fufFs, our trade for (ilks ; and, for the 
better maintenance of intercoiirfe in trade, to reinforce our 
former laws for maintaining the highways, with fome additions 
for decency and pleafure of travellers. 

° God, in his providence, hath determined, th^t poor we 
muft have always with us: fome are made fo by the immediate 
hand of God; others by their loyalty, duty, and fervice of 
your royal perfon and your hlelfed father; others by their own 
wickednefs and idlcnefs. Wc have taken care to relieve th<? 
iirft, to encourage the fecond, and to reform the laft. 

Nor hath the cafe of any private perfon be^ unwelcome to 
us. Thofe many private bills that lie before your Majefty da 
enough confirm this trutli, that where we found it juft and 
honourable, we have denied our helping baud tq none that 
prayed |t. • 
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And now, great Sir, after thcfe many months m'oft painful 
and^ faithful fervice of your Majefty and our countries, we 
hope we lhall have leave to go home, to vifit our relations, to 
tell our neighbours what great things your Majefty hath done 
for us ; what great things f'abjit invidia vet bo) we have done for 
your Majefty ; and what great things^God hath done for us all; 
and> fo pray Almighty God for his mercy to this nation, in 
the continuance of y^ur Majefty’s long and happy reign 
over us. 


His Jbfajtjiy's Moji Gracious Speeebt Afay ig, 1662, 

My Lords, and you the Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons, 

T THINK there have been very few feffions of Parliament in 
which there have beep fo many bills as I have paifed this day, 
I am confident,* never fo many private bills ; which I hope yon 
will not draw into example. • It is true, thefe late ill times have 
driven men into great ftraits, and may have obliged them to 
make conveyances colourably, "to avoid inconveniencies, and 
yet not afterwards to be avoided. And men have gotten 
eftates by new and greater frauds than have been heretofore 
pra£lifed ; and therefore, in this conjundlure, extraordinary re¬ 
medies may be nccefl'ary, which hath induced me to comply 
with your advice, in palling thefe bills. Hut I pray let this be 
Very rarely done hereafter. The good old rules of the law are 
the beft fccurity, Andjet not men have too much caufe to 
fear that tne fcttlcments they*make of their eftates (hall be too 
eaiily unfettled whep they are dead, by the powtr of Parlia¬ 
ments. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You have fo much obliged me, nftt only in the matter of thofe 
bills uhicli concern my revenue^ but in the manner of palling 
them with fo great affeftipn and kindnefs to me, that I know 
not how to thank you enough. I do afTiire you, and I pray af- 
fure your friends in the country, that I will apply all you have 
given me to the utmoft improvement of the peace and hap- 
piuefs of the kinj;doin, and will, with the beft* advice and 
good hufbandry I* can, bring my expenfes within a narrower 
compafs. 

Now I am fpeaking to you of my own gopd hufbandry, I 
miiiVtelf ypu, that will ppt be enough ; I cannotbut obferve to 
you, that the whole nation fee'ins to me a little corrupted in their ' 
excefs of living. Sure all men fpepd much more in their 

cloaths. 
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cloaths> in their diet, in all their expenfei^ than they have ufed 
to do. I hope it hath only been the excels of joy, after fo long 
fnfFerings, that hath tranfpotted us to thcfe other excelfes. 
But let us take heed, that the continuance of them doth not in^ 
deed corrupt our natures. I do believe I have been faulty that 
way myfelf : I promife you, I will reform; and if you will 
join with me in your fcveral capacities, we (hall by our exam¬ 
ples do more good, both in city and country, than any new 
laws would do. 1 tell you again, I will do my part; and I will 
tell fame of you, if you do not yours. I hope the laws I have 
paired this day will produce fome reformation with reference to 
the multitude of beggars and poor people which infeft the king¬ 
dom. Great feverity muft be ufed to tbofe who love * idlcnefs, 
and refufe to worl#: and great care and charity towards thole 
who are willing to ^work. 1 do very heartily recommend the 
execution of thofe good laws to your utmoll diligence ; and I 
am furc I need not put you in mind fp to fettle the militia, that 
all feditious infurredions may not only4)e preve/tted, to which 
the minds of too many are inclined, but that the people may be 
without reafonable apprehenfion of fuch infecurity. 

You will eafily believe, that jt is very necelTary for the pubi 
lie jullice of the kingdom, and even for the prefervation of the 
reverence due to Parlianlbnts, that 1 make this a felTion. And 
it will be worthy of your wifdoms, when you come together 
again, to provide that there be not fo great clamour againll the 
multitude of protedlions. 

1 will fay no more ; but renew my hearty thanks to you all, 
and refer the red to the Chancellor. 


His Majeny’s*fpeech being ended, the Lord Chancellor came 
from his place, and kneeled to the King, and, having re¬ 
ceived diredlions, returned to his place, and made this en- 
fuing fpecch: 

My Lords, and you, thg Knights, Citizens, and Bur-; 
geffes, of the Houfe of Commons, 

TT is now little more than a year that the King firft called you 
to attend him here, at the opening of the Parliament: then, 
you may remember, he told you, that he thought there were not 
many of you, who were not particularly kno\(n to him : that 
there were very few of whom he had not heard fo much good, 
that he was (he faid) as furc as he could be of any thing that was 
to come, that you would all concur with hhn, and that he 
ij^ould concur with you, in all things which might jidvance the 

s 
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ppacc, plenty, and ppifperity of the nation. His Majefiy faid, 
he lhoijld.be exceedingly deceived elfe. '' 

It was a princejy declaration, and a rare confidence, which 
could flow from no other fountain but the fincerity and purity 
of his own confcicnce, which, admitting no other dcfigns or 
thoughts into his royal bieall, but fuch as muft tend to the un- 
quetlionable profperity and greatnefs'^f his people, could not 
but be aiiurcu «»t }our full concurrence and co-operation with 
him. It wasd happy aiul a blelfed drnen, which at the inftant 
llruck a terror into ilie heait.s of ihofo who proniifed ihemfelves 
fL'ine advautsige.s from the ditferences and divilion.s in your 
counfcls, atjcl hoped from ilu-nce to create new troubles 
and mt-'leflatiojis in the kin"(lom. And God be thanked! the 
King italli bec'ii fo fat Irntu In itigexceedingly deceived, that he 
doth acknowledge lie haih bctti txcccriittgly complied with, ex¬ 
ceedingly gratified in all he hath delired; Ui^d he hopes, he hath 
not in the leall degree dtfa^pointed your expeftation. 

Ml. Speaker, andyou Gentlemen of the Houfc of Com¬ 
mons, 

. You have, like the richeftandthc noblefl foil, a foil manured 
and enriched by the bountiful hearts of the bell lubjcjTts in tho 
world, yielded tlic King tv/o fitll harvclis in one year; and 
therefore it i*. bttt good hulbandry to Ife fallow for lorne time. 
You have not only fnpplied the ciovc n to a <:;(»o(! degree, for dif- 
charging many debts and prellhrcs under w I'isth it even groaned, 
and enabled it to Ilrugglc w'lih the prel’cnt llrailsand necclliiics, 
debts not oontradted, and necellities not run into, by improvi¬ 
dence and excels ; you may, when mjii pleafe, receive fuch an 
:lCComp^ as w-ill clear fkll J).ich reproaches: but you wifely, 
very wifely, piovided fuch a cimliant grow'iiig revenue, as 
may, with Gofl’s blclfing, preferve the crowm frdm thofe fcan- 
dalous wants and neceflitics as have heretofore expofed it and 
the kingdom to thofe difmal miferics, from which they are but 
even iiow'^ buoyed up ; for, whaifnever otl’.er human caufes may 
be afligned, according to che feveral fancies and imaginations 
of men, of our late miferable 3iftra£lions, they cannot be fo 
reafonably imputed to any one caufe, as to the extreme poverty 
of the crown: the want of pow'er could never have appeared, 
if it had not been for the-want of money. 

You have, nij; Lords and Gentlemen, w'orthily^rovided for 
the vindication afid manifeflation of the one, by the bill of the 
militia ;'and for the fupply of the other, by the a£t for the ad¬ 
ditional Revenue: and 1 am confident, both the prefent and fuc- 
ceeding ages will blefs God, and celebrate your memories, for 
thofe two bills, as, the fouridation of their peace, quiet, and 
Security, how froward and jndifpofcd foever many arc at pre- 

fent. 
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fcnt, who* finding fiicn obfiru^ions laid in their w'ay to mu-* 
tiny and fedi ion, uTe all the artifice they can to pcrfuade the 
people that you have not been folicitous enough for their liberty, 
nor tenacious enough for their profit; and wickedly labour to 
leifen that reverence towards you, which fure was never more 
due to- any Parliament. 

It was a very natural and an ingenious aniinadvcrfion and re- 
fledUon, which the late incomparablef Lord Vifeount of St. 
Albans made upon that old fable of the giants, who were firft 
overthrown in the war again!! the gods, v\ hen the earth, their 
mother, in revenge thereof, brought forth fame; which, he 
faid, is the fame when princes and monarchs have fupprefled 
adlual and open rebellion, then the majignity of the people, the 
mother of rebelliom, doth bring forth libels, Handers, and taxa> 
tion of the date ; \^hich, he fays, is of the fame kind with re¬ 
bellion, but more feminine. And without doubt this feditious 
daughter of the earth, this fpirit of jibelling, was never more 
pregnant than it is now; nor King, nor^Pailiamcnt, nor church, 
nor ftate, ever more expofed to thofe flagella linguofj thofe 
ftrokes of the tongue, from whici? God Almighty can only pre- 
ferve the molfc innocent and mofl. excellent perfons ; as if re¬ 
pining and murmuring were the peculiar exercife of the na¬ 
tion, to keep it in heallh ; as if kngland had fo much of the 
merchant, nunquam habendifruilujehxy jemper autem quesrendi 
cup ’idiiaie miferrima. 

Men are in no degree difpofed to imitate or remember the 
general excellent temper of the time of Qiicen Eliy.abeih ; the 
blclfcd condefeenfion and refignation of the people then to the 
crown, the awful reverence they thei»had to the government, 
and to the governors both in churai and (lute, '^'his good and 
happy fpirit in a time beyond our memory ; but they re¬ 
member, as if it were but ycllcrday, how fevv fubfidics parlia¬ 
ments then gave to that Qiiecn, how final I fupphes the crown 
then had from the people ; and wonder that the fame meafures 
fhouldnot ftill fill the coffers, and give the fame rcpiitation, and 
make the fame noife in Chriftendom. 

But, my Lords and Gentlemen, how bold foever forae un¬ 
quiet fpiriis are with you, upon this argument, you are much 
Aipcrior to thofe reproaches. You know veil, and you can 
make other? know, without breaking the ad v)f indemnity, 
how the crown hath been fince ufed ; how OU'* fovereign lord 
the King found it at his blelfed return to it You can tell the 
world, that as foon as he came hither, bcudes the infinite that 
he forgave, he gave more money to the people, than he hath 
fince received from them ; that at two pans of three, that 
tJiey have lince given him, have iiiijeJ for the diibanding armies 

never 
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never raife'd by him^ and for paying of fleets never fcnt out 
by him, and of debts never incurred by him. You wdl put 
them in mind of the vaft difparity between the former times and 
thefe in which we live; and consequently of the difproportion 
in the expenfe the crown is now at for the protedlion and be> 
nefit of the fubjefts to what it formerly underwent: how great 
difference there is in the prefent greatnefs and power of the two 
crowns, and what they Vere then poirefl'ed of, is evident to all 
men; and if the greatnefs and power of the crown of England 
be not in fome proportion improved too, it may be liable to 
inconveniences it will not undergo alone. How our neighbours 
and our rivals, w'ho court one and the fame miltrefs, trade and 
commerce, with all thj world, are advanced in fliipping,- 
power, and an immoderate defire to engrofsihe whole traffic of 
the univerfe, is notorious enough ; and this unruly appetite 
will not be reflrained or difappointed, nor the trade of this na¬ 
tion fupported and maintained, with the fame fleets and forces 
which were maintained in the happy times of Queen Elizabeth. 
Not to fpeak of the naval power of the Turks, who, inflead of 
fculking abroad in poor iinglS fliips as they were wont to do, 
domineer now on the ocean in ftrong fleets, make naval fights, 
and have brought fome Chriili^'ns to a better correfpoiidence, 
and another kind of commerce and traffic with them, than was 
expetf^ed ; infomuch as they appreherul no enemy upon the fea, 
but what they find in the King of England’s Ihips, w'hich hath 
indeed brought no fmali damage upon them, with no fmall 
charge to the King, hut a great reputation to the nation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You may with a very ^ood,confcience aflure yourfelves, and 
your friends and neighbours, that the charge the crown is now 
at, by fea and land, for the peace and fecurity and wealth and 
honour of the nation, amounts to no lefs than eight hundred 
thoufand pounds a year, all which did not coft the crown beforo 
thtfe troubles foiirfcore thoufand pounds the year; and there¬ 
fore they will never blame you fqr any fupply yen have given, 
or addition you have made to the revenue of the crown. And 
- whofoever unlkilfully murmurs at the expenfe ot Dunkirk, and 
the other new acquilitions, which ought to be looked upon as 
jewels of an immenfe magnitude in the royal diadem, do not 
enough remeinbet what we hate lolt by Dunkirk,*and (hould 
always do if it were in an enemy’s hands; nor duly conlider 
the vaft advantages thofe pther dominions are like, by God’s 
tL'ffing, in a fhort time, to' bring to the trade, navigation, 
wealth and honour of the King and kingdom. His Majcfty 
hath enough expreifed his deTirc to live in a perfect peace and 
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Simity with all his neighbours; nor is it an ill ingredient* to¬ 
wards the firmnefs and (lability of that peace and amity, which 
his royal anceftors have held and maintained with them, that he 
hath fome advantages in cafe of a war, which they were 
without. 

It was a right groiind.of confidence, fuch an one as feldom 
deceives men, that the greatilaw-makej, the wife Solon, had, 
when he concluded that reverence' and obedience wotild be 
^ yielded to his laws, becaufe he had taken the pains to make ids 
^ citizens know and iinderdand, that it was more for their profit 
to obey law andjufiice, than to contemn and break it. The ex¬ 
travagant times of licence, which I hope we have almoft out¬ 
lived, have fo far corrupted the minds, and even the nature of 
too many, that thiy do not return with that alacrity they ought 
to do into the roat4 and paths of order and government, from 
which they have fo long been led altray ; nor, it may be, is 
there pains enough taken to make them iinderltand ihe profit, 
benefit, and eafe, w'hich always attends^ cheerful obedience and 
fubmiflion to laws and governmejit. 1 am perfuaded, a little 
pains and kindncfs, and condefcenfion, in the wife towards the 
weak, halt the diligence and dexterity in converfation imd ex¬ 
ample which hath been ufed to corrupt the people in their loy¬ 
alty and underllanding, will quickly reduce them to their pri¬ 
mitive temper ; which is to be the bell neiglibours, and the bell 
friends, and the bell fubje£ls of the w'oild; and I make no 
quellion, but the great piety and devotion, tl^e moderation, 
wifdom, charity, and hofpitulity, of my lords the bilhops, in 
their feveral diocefes, will in a Ihort time recover the poor 
milled people. And though the f«)rw Jrdnefs and pride of fome 
ot their teaefijirs may not be yet enough fubdued, though fome 
of the clergy Hill repeat their old errors, for w^hich they have 
been glad to receive paidon, and do in truth difer^it ail their 
other doctrine with the abfence of any vilible repentance for 
what mifehief they have formerly done ; yet I hope the laity 
will foon return into the bolbirvof their dear mother the church, 
and ealily difeern the fraud and impollure 6t' their feducers; 
and tltat all diligence and dexterity will be ufed, ferioufly and 
heartily to reconcile both clergy and laity, by all means which 
rtay prove ^edlual. 

You have, my Lords and Gentlemen, Jikewife patriots. 
Upon yolir obfervation, that the mod fignal indulgence and 
condcfcenlions, the temporary fiifpcnfion of the rigour of for¬ 
mer laws, hath, not produced the effedl which was expelled.; 
that the humour and fpirits of men^are too rough and boidefous 
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for thofc foft remedies; you have prepared (hafper Taws and 
penalties, to contend with thofc refraiiory perfons, and to 
break that ftubbornefs which will not bend to gentler applica¬ 
tions ; and it is great reafon, that they upon whom clemency 
cannot prevail, ihould feel that feverity they have provoked. 
You have done your parts like good,phyficians, made whole- 
fome preferiptions for^ihe conilitution of your patients ; well 
knowing, that the application of thefe remedies, the execution 
of thefe lharp laws, depends upon the wifdom of the moft ^ 
difeerning, generous, and merciful prince, who, having had 
more experience of the nature and humour of mankind, than any 
prince living, can beft diflinguifh between the tendernefs of 
conference and the pridc'of coufcicnce, between the real efFctr.'' 
of confcience and the wicked pretences t5 confcicncc, who, 
having fought with beads at Ephefus, kiiows how to guard 
Iiiinfelf and the kingdom from the alfault and violence of a 
ftrong, malicious, corrujilcd underftanding and will, and how 
to fccure himlelf and *the kingdom from the feeble traps and 
nets of deluded fancies and ijnaginations : in a w'ord, a prince 
of fo excellent a nature and tender a confcience himfelf, that 
He hath the highcll compafliqn for all errors of that kind, 
and will never fufier the weak to undergo the punifliment or¬ 
dained for the wicked, and knows and underftands better than 
any man that excellent rule of Qiiinlilian, Eft aliquid quod 
non oportety ctiamji iicety et aliud eji jura fpc^larCy allud juf^ 
tiiiam. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Machiavcl, w'ho, they f»y, is an atithor mu^h ftudied of 
late in ibis kingdom, to extol his own excellent judgment 
and infight in hillory, in w'hich indeed he was a mailer, would 
perfuadc i^en to believe, that the true reafon why fo many un- 
cxpe61ed accidents and mifehiefs fall out to the dcltrudlion of 
Hales and empires is, bccaufe their governors have not ob- 
fexved the fame mifehiefs heretofore in Hory, and from whence 
they proceeded, and what progrefs they made ; which, he fays, 
if they had done, they might ealily have prclcrved themfcivcs 
from ruin, and prev^ented the incoveniencies which have fallen 
out. I am fare you are all good hillorians, and peed only re¬ 
fort to the recytls of your o^vn memories. Remember how 
your peace hath been foro>crly difturbed, by what contrivance 
and artifices the people have been alarmed with unreafonabic 
smd unnatural fears and jealoufies, and what dlfmal eftedls thofc 
fears and jealoufies have produced. Remember how near mo¬ 
narchy hath been diffolved, and the law fubverted, under pre- 
tfxicp of .reforming and fupp&rting government, law, and juf- 
' ’ 3 . ’ tice. 
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tice. Ahd rememter how many honeft perfons were miflfed 
by not difcerning confcqtiences, who would as foon have re¬ 
nounced their part in heaven as have concurred in the firll un¬ 
warrantable action, if they had fufpe£led what did follow. 
And if we fiiffer the fame enemy to break in upon us at the 
fame avenues, if we fujffer our peace to be blown up by 
the fame trains and machinations^ w'e, fliall be held very ill 
hiftorians, and worfe politicians. 

There is an enemy amongft us, of whom I doubt we ate 
not jealous enough, and towards whom w'e cannot be too vi¬ 
gilant, and, in truth, in comparifon of whom we"%iay rea- 
ibnably undervalue all other enemies ; that is, the republicans 
and commonwealth’s men, who are cv'cry day calling in aid of 
the law, that the/ may overthrow and abolilh the law, which 
they know to be »heir irreconcilcablc enemy. Indeed, my 
Lords and Gentlemen, there is a very great party of thofe 
men in evtry faclion of religion, who truly have no religion 
but as the pretence ferves to advance iliat faftwn. You can¬ 
not be too folicitous, too inquifiljive after thele men, who arc 
relllcfs in their councils, and wonderfully pun£lual and induf^ 
trious in their corrcfpondcnces, which they maintain abroad 
as well as at home ; and you cannot doubt they have encou¬ 
ragement enough from abroad. Few of our neighbours love 
us fo exceeding well, but that they would be glad to fee us 
entangled in domcftic broils. Thefe men arc worthy of your 
care and diligence, in your fpcedy fettling the militia, which 
the King hath even now fo particularly recommended unto 

I (hall conclude with only putting you in mind, that there 
was fcarce cvj^cr a more dangerous fedition in the republic of 
Rome, than in a time of full peace ; when the citizens were 
fullen, when there was no noife but in wliifpers, when men 
neglefted their trades, and (laid idle in their own houfes, as if 
they cared not which way the wmrld went; from whence 
alone their neighbours the Etrurians were encouraged to make 
a war upon them, l^ovum fedhionis genus (fays Livy)/TAw/nw* 
otiumque inter cives. Never any nation under heaven has lefs 
caufe of fullenncfs than we, never more of joy and thankf- 
giving. We all know that God Almighty loves a cheerful 
giver, and we may as well know that he lovit;s a cheerful re¬ 
ceiver. Befides all other ftupendous blelfings conferred upon 
us, he hath given us the moil cheerful giver that ever people 
hath been bleft withal; a King that hath with all imaginable 
cheerfulnefs given- us all we have ajked of him, all he hafh' to 
give; who would not take or retain any thing we to 

him, but for our own fakes f thit, by recciviril;, and : ^ 
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it, he may give it to us again in more abundance, in aBundance 
of peace and plenty, and honour, and all the comforts which 
can make a nation happy* 

This time hath made a glorious addition to our happinefs, 
which ought proportionably to increafe our cheerfulnefs. We 
wanted only one blcfling, the arrival of our Queen, whom 
God hath- now fafely brought to us*; a Queen of fiich rare 
perfedlion in body and Blind, of fiich endowments of wifdom, 
virtue, and piety, that we may reafonably promife onrfelves 
from her all the happinefs we are capable of, and a fucceflion 
of prince^ to govern us till the end of the world : and there 
cannot be a more tranfeendent inllance of the King’s love and 
paflion for his people, than that he hath ftaid thefe four days 
to take his leave of you ; and, that he might give you this 
day’s work, all thefe good laws, liath defied himfelf fo long 
the enjoying thegreatell comfort he is allured of in this world. 

If there be not the n^'H univerfal joy in the reception of 
thefe bleilings,, if ther» be not an univerfal contentednefs and 
fatisfadlion in the hearts of all men, and if that coMcntednefs 
and fatisfa6iion do not break out, and is not vifible, in the 
hooks, and thoughts, and words, and adlions of the whole 
nation, to the inflaming the hearts of the other nations under 
his Majefty’s obedience by our examjfle ; w'e are guilty of an 
ingratitude that is worthy to deprive us of all we enjoy, and 
difappoint us of ail w'e pray for. And therefore 1 do molt 
humbly bcfccch you, my Lords and Gentlemen, that as there 
is a moft noble cheerfulnefs and alacrity vilible in you, and 
hath fhed itfelf over all your countenances, fo that you will 
think it worthy of yoift- p^ns, to infufe the fame good fpirit 
into city and county, that they may all exprefs that joy and 
delight in the blelfing they are pofielfed of, and'cheerlully en¬ 
deavour to improve thofe blellings by their cheerful enjoying 
them, that God may continue thofe blefllngs to us, and the 
King’s comfort he fees wc have in him, and in what he hath 
done for us; and as all princes may take a pattern froiB him 
fo govern, and make their fubjeds happy, fo that all fubjeds 
may learn from us how to obey, by an eminent and innocent 
alacrity in their acknowledgment. 

I im, by the King's exprefs command, to add one particu¬ 
lar, which his Majelly meant, but fojgot to fay ttfmfclf; yuu 
cannot but obfdi-ve, that his Majefly hath not palfed the bill 
that co^^erns the Earl of Derby; which you cannot imagine 
proceeds from his Majefty’s .wan\ of care of and kindnefs to 
family, which hath ferved him fo faithfully, and 
flinered fo much for fo doing: but all parties having referred 
Majeftjf, he doubts not but to make a better 
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end for that noble earl, than he would attain if the bill had 
paiTed. ‘ 

Jddrefs to his Majefty hy the Hoitfe of Commonsj Feb. 27 , 1662 . 

May it pleafe your Moft Excellent Majefty, 

yo«r Majefty’s hioft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
knights, citizens, and biirgeflcs t)f the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons, in Parliament aftcmbled, having, with all fidelity and 
obedience, confulercd of the fevera) matters comprifed in your 
Majefty’s late gracious declaration of the twenty-fixth of De¬ 
cember laft ; and your moft gracious fpeech at the beginning 
of this piLrcin ftftion ; do, 111 the firft place, for oiirfelves, 
and in the names f>f all the Commons of England, render to 
your Sacred Majei^ the tribute of our moft hearty thanksi 
for tlial infinite grace and gorKinefs, wherewith yonf Majefty 
liaili Ikhi plcafed to publifti your royal intentions of adhering 
ti) your ad of indemnity and oblivion^ by a conftaint and re¬ 
ligious obili vaiice of it; and our hearts are farther enlarged 
in tlu le returns of thanfgivings, when v»c conlider your Ma'- 
jefty’s moil princely and heroic profeffions, of relying iipoii 
the aft'ediorih of your people, ‘i^nd abhorring all foit of mih'- 
tary and aibiiiary rule. 'But, above all, we can never enough 
remember to the honour f)f your Majefty’s piety, and our 
own unfpeakahle < omfort, thofe folciv.n and moil: endeaiing 
invitations of us your Majefty's fiibjcds, to prepare laws, to 
.-be prefented to your Majefty, againft the growth and incrcafe 
of popery ; and, withal, to provide more laws againft licen- 
tioufnefs and impiety ; at the fame t]me decLiring your own 
refolutions for maintaining the dlSl of uniformity.- And It 
becomes us al%A ays to acknowledge and admire your Majefty’s 
vvifdom in this your declaration ; whereby your Majefty is 
plcafed to refoUe, not only by fumptuary laws, but by your 
ow'n royal example of frugality, to reftrain that excefs in 
men’s expenfes, which is grown fo general and fo exorbitant; 
and to dired: our endeavours toPfind out fit and proper laws for 
iidvancemciit of trade and commerce. 

After all ibis, we moft humbly befecch your Majefty to 
believe, that it is with extreme unwillingnefs and reludancy 
of heart, tb#t wc are brought to difter from any thing whidh 
your Majefty hath thought fit to propofe : and, though we d(y 
no way doubt, but that the imreaforrablc iliftcmpers of men’s 
fpirits, and the many mutinies and confpiracies which were 
carried on dining the late int ,Vals of Parliament, did rea- 
fonably incline your Majefty to endeavour, by your declara¬ 
tion, to give Coinc allay to thofe ill hnmoursy till the|Parlia- 
Vot. I. . 0 %fcmRnt 
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ment aftembled ; and the hopes of an indulgence if the Par* 
liament fliould confent to it, efpecially feeing the pretenders 
to this indulgence did feem to make foine title to it, by virtue 
of your Majelty's declaration from Breda; ncverthelefs, we 
your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjc£ls, who are now 
returned to ferve in Parliament frpm thofc fevcral parts and 
places of your kingdom, for which we were chofen, do hum¬ 
bly olFcr it to yOur Majcft} ’s great wifdom, that it is in no fort 
advifeable, that there be any indulgence to fuch perfons who 
prefume to dilfent from tiie adt of uniformity, and religion 
eftabliflied ; for thefe reafons : 

We have conlidered the nature of your Majefty’s declara¬ 
tion from Breda ; and arc hiimbly of opinion, that your Ma- 
jefty ought not to he prelfcd with it any fuflher; bccaiife, it ij- 
not a promife in itfclf, but only a gr:|cious declaration of 
■your Majefty’s intention, to do what in you lay, and what a 
Parliament ftiould aclvifi your Majefty to do; and no furh ad¬ 
vice was ever given, oi*lhought fit to he offered : nor could it be 
otherwife underftood ; hecaufc there were law's of uniformitv 
.then in being, which could not be difpculcd with, but by aft 
of Parliament. ^ 

They, w'ho do pretend a right to tlint fup[;ofed promife, put 
their right into t’u; hands of their rc^iTfeniatives, whom they 
elude to ferve for them in this Parliament; who have puffed, 
and voiir JVIajcfty confented to, the aft of uniformity. 

If any ihall prefume to fay, that a right to the benefit of 
this (.'ecl.iration doth (till remain, .iftcr this aft paifed ; it tench 
?o diifcilvc the very bonds of government ; and to fuppofe a 
difahility in ycuir iMajftly,,and your Houfes of Parliament, to 
make a law contrary to any part of your Majefty's declaration, 
though both Houl'fS lliould advife your Majelly^o it. 

'Ae have alfo coniidcred the nature of the iij.'Iulgence pro- 
poled v/lth reference to thofc eonrcqucnces whtch muft nc- 
tefh.ii’v attend it. 

It w ill cltablifh fehifrn by ^ law ; and make the whole go¬ 
vernment of the church prccaricms, and the ccnfiues of it of 
no monjcnt or conficieration at all. 

It will no way become the gravity or wifdom of a Parlia- 
liament, to pals a law at one feilion for uniformity, and, at 
the next felfiou (the reafons for uniformity contJTtTung ftill the 
lame,) to pals another law, to fruftrate or weaken the execu¬ 
tion of it. 

It wdll expofe your Majefty to the rcftlefs Importunity of 
every feft or oplnicni; and of every fingle perfon alfo that fliall 
prefume to diilent from tile church of England. 


It 



It will he a caufe of increafing feas fcaaries, whofe 
number's will weaken the true Protcftant profellion fo far, that 
it will, at lead, become difficult for it to defend irfelf againll 
them, and, which is yet further confiderable, thofe numbers 
which, by being troublefome, that fo, at length, they may 
arrive to a general toleration, which your Majedy hath de¬ 
clared againd ; and, in time, fome prevalent fcdl will, at lad, 
contend for an edabliflimcnt, which, fof aught can be forefeen, 
Hiay end in popery. 

It is a tliii.g altogether without precedent, and will take 
away all means of c(>:uicl;ing recufants, and be inconfident 
with the method and proi^eedings of tlie laws of England. 

Laltly, it is humbly conceived, that the indulgence propofed 
will be fo far fr^iu tending to the peace of the kingdom, 
that it is likely rq|hcT to occalion great didurbance: and, on 
the contrary, the averting of the laws and the religion eda- 
blifiled, according to the a6l of uniformity, is tlie mod pro¬ 
bable means to produce a fettled peaceiiand obedience through 
the kingdom ; bccaufe the variety of profeffions in religion, 
when openly indulged, doth dircfily diitinguifh men into par¬ 
ties, and, witiial, gives them opportunity to count their nuirr- 
bera; which, conlidering the anTmofiucs that, out of a religious 
pride, will be kept on 4bot by the fcveral factions, doth tend, 
dircdtly and inevitably, to open didurbance; nor can your 
Majelly have any feenrity, that the doftrine or w'orfhip of th? 
fcvcral fai^lions, which are all governed by a feveral rule, (hall 
confident .with-the peace of your kingdom. 

And, if any perfon fliall prefume to didurb the peace of the 
kingdom, wc do, in all humility declare, that we will for 
ever, and upon all occafioiis, be ready, with our uttermod 
endeavours and afliilance, to adhere to and ferve your Majelly, 
according to oui bounden duty and allegiance. 


Ills jVfnkfty f Aj'JJa^c to the Hoi^e of Commons f Afarch 16 , 1663. 

Ch.vrlks Rex. 

TJIS Majedy is unwilling to enlarge upon the addrefs lately 
made to him by his Hoiife of Commons, or to reply to 
tlie realbir57*th<mgh he 6nds what lie had faid much mifunder- 
dood : but renews his hearty thanks to them, for their expref- 
(ions of fo great duty and affedlion \ and for their free decla¬ 
ration, ** 'T hat, if any perfon fhall prefume to didurb the 
peace of the kingdom, they will for ever, and in all occalions, 
be ready, with their utmoll endeavours and affidance, to adhere 
tv, and ferve his Majelly and doth very heartily delire them 

O 2 ’ lu 
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fo to enable himj and to put the kingdom into fuch a^pofture# 
as, if any dlfturbance or fcditious defigns arifc, they may be 
ealUy fupprcffcd. 

11—1 f M—M—»l I 

Ills J\4ajcfty‘ s Mejfage to both Hottfcs, April 2 , 1663 . 
ChArles Rex. 

TJlS Majefty having fcrioufly confidercd and weighed the 
humble reprefentation and petition of his Lords and Com¬ 
mons airembled in Parliament, and the great affeSion and 
duty with, which the fame was prefented unto him ; and after 
having made fome reflexions upon himfelf, and his own aXions, 
is not a little troubled, that his lenity and condefccnfions to¬ 
wards many of the Popifh perfuafion, whith w'crc but natural 
efteXs of his generolity and good-natur#, and after having 
lived fo many years in the dominions of Roman Catholic 
princes, and out of a juil memory of what many of them had 
done and fuffeted in the fervice of his royal father, of blcifed 
memory, and of fome eminent fcrvices performed by others 
.of them towards his Majdly himfelf, in the time of his greatdl 
’affliXion, have been made fo ill ufe of, and fo ill deferved, 
that the refort of jefuits anJ priells into this kingdom hath 
been thereby increafed ; with which*lns Majefty is, and hath 
long been, highly offended; and, therefore, his Majefty readily 
concurs with the advice of Ins two Houfes of Parliament ; 
and hath given order for the preparing and ilfuing out fvich a 
proclamation as is defired ; with the fame claufe, referring to 
the treaty of marriage, as was in the proclamation, which, 
upon the like occafufn, pitied out, upon the advice of both 
Houfes of Parliament, in the year 1640 ; and his Majelty 
will take further care, that the fame lliall be effeXvial, at 
lead to a greater degree than . ny proclamation of this kind 
bath ever been ; and his Majefty farther (Lclarcs, and allures 
both hi.s Houfes of Parliament, and all his loving I'tibjf Xs of all 
his dominions, that, as his aRcXion and zeal for the Proteftant 
religion, and the church of England, hath not been concealed, 
or untaken notice of in the world ; fo he is not, nor ever will 
be, fo folicitous for the fettling his own revenue, or providing 
any other expedients for the peace and trantjuiUity of the 
kingdom, as for the advancement and improvenfPPITt of the re¬ 
ligion eilablilhed; and for the tiling and applying all proper 
;tiid cffcXual remedies, to hinder the growth of popery : both 
which he doth, in truth, look upon as the belt expedient to 
eft^blifti the peace and profperity of all his kingdoms. 

Given at our court jft Whitehall, the firll day of April, 
1663 , in tlje fifteenth year of our reign. 


AIefJu?e 
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MeJJage from the Houfe of Commons to the King, May la, 1663. 

T^HAT the King’s Majefty be humbly moved, from the 
Houfe, to take care for the encouraging of the vent of 
woollen and other manufadlurcs of England into Scotland 
and Ireland ; and that Tao impofitions be laid, or continued, 
in thofe kingdoms, that may difeourage the vent of thetn# 
That the King'^ Majefty be humbly moved, from the Houfe, 
to give leave, that there be a conftant free exportation of 
geldings \ and that he would be pleafed to recall his proclama¬ 
tion that reftrains their exportation. 

That his Majefty be humbly defired, by the Houfe, that no 
confulihip be conjinued, or hereafter granted, in any place, 
but at the delire of tho refpeftive merc-hants trading to that 
place; and at fuen allowances and charges-only as the mer¬ 
chants fhall confent to give them. 


llh Alajefty s graciou t Mejfa^ to the JJonfe of Commons, 

May 16, 1663. 

Charles Rex. ^ 

I.OIS Majefty hearing the meflage from his Houfe of Conw 
mons, of the twelfth of May, touching the poll office, 
commands it be anfwcrcd, that there is no new gram or (.on- 
tra<£l made concerning that office ; what Mr. Oueale hath had, 
is but the remaiiider of that time which Is yet to come upon 
Mr. Bidiop’s patent; in the executioi^ of Avhich, his Majefty, 
not being fatisfied for the extraordinary nmiiber of nori-con- 
formifts and ilifafFe( 3 .ed perfons in that office, was inclined to 
admit of this change : but the term being expired, his Majefty 
will have a care to fee it raifed to that pro. 1 it may fairly be ; 
remembering always, that, it being an oihee of min h truft, 
as well as a farm, it will not be fit to give it io ijim that bids 
inoft ; bccaufe a dillioncft 01* difalFc£led perfon is likclieft to 
exceed that w'^ay. 

2. His Majefty ilfued forth his late proclamation, forbidding 

the trailfportation of g.ddings, refleiling i^uinong or < rcafons) 
upon fcarcity of them, occafioned by tt c death of 

very many more thefe laft years than ufuallyj .■ hen his Ma¬ 
jefty feeth the numbers reftorcci, he ftiall wiiirngly comply 
with the defires of his Houfe of Commons, in allowing a free 
tranfportation of them. 

3. His Majefty, knowing of public a benefit it is, will 
he always ready to encourage manuHifufes, efpecially the 

G 3 WjSIgUen 
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v^oollen ones; and that the impofitions ... be fairjy laid, 
urpofeth to appoint cominiflioners of the refpeclive nations, 
j^ho may repiefent to him the reciprocal convenicncies of 
hem: upon which his Majefty will make his deteiminations 
ccordingly. 

4. His Majefty finds, that the nomination of confiils, in 
he fa<£lorie& abroad, hath always been in the crown, and kept 
here ; becaufe, in molt pirts, they arc agents to maintain the 
rivilege of the nation, and the articles of peace made for the 
idvantage of it: th-at, if his MajeOy (honld grant what is dc- 
ifed to the merchants here, it would manifeiUy dilnbligc the 
ert of the kingdom, etjnaliy engaged in the trade: however, 
tis Majcfiy fo far complicth with the defircs of his Iloufe of 
Commons, as to proinife care fhall be tr.kcn to nominate 
tone, but in fnch places where they arc j*recifely iiccciTary ; 
nd with fuch allowances as the merchants fiiall think ht, in 
heir refpedlive faflories and alfo that the faid confiils bo 
nen fitly qualifia!, and •acceptable to them. 


JJis Speech to the Hoi^c of Commonsy June 5, 1663. 

Mr. Speaker, and yon Gentlemen bf the Houfc of Com¬ 
mons, 

f HAVE fent for you this day, to communicate with yon, as 
good friends ought to do, when they difeover the Icali jea- 
aul’y growing, which may Icfiln their confidence- in each 
ther: it is a freedom very neceiiary to be iifed between me 
nd you i and you may* all .remember, that when there was 
itely a little jcaloufy amongft you, upon fomewhat 1 had 
aid or done, I made all the haltc I could to g*ivc yon fatis- 
aftion ; for which you all returned me your hearty thanks ; 
nd were, I think, really fatislicd. 

Gentlemen,- 

It is in no man’s power, no not in your ow'n powrer, to 
take me fiifpcft, or in the Icafl: degree imagine it pofliblc, 
lat your afftdlion or kindnefs is lelfencd or diminifhed towards 
ic. I know very well, that the people did nether, in any 
gc, ufe that vigilance and circnmfpcdfion in theirnPIecxion of 
erfons of known, and tried afFeclion to the crowm, of your 
ood principles and unqiicllionable inclinations to the peace of 
fiiirch and flate, for their reprefentatives in Parliament, as 
H’y did when they chefe you. You arc the very fame men 
^ho, at your firft coming tpogether, gave fuch fignal leftimo- 
ics of your affedtion and friendfhip tp my perfon, of your 
< • zeal 



( 87 ) 

real for the honour and dignity of the crown, and liberal fup. 
port ofthe government, and of your horror aiid dcteliation 
of thofe men whofe principles, you difeerned, keep them 
awake, to take all occafions to diiturb the peace of the king¬ 
dom, and ' to embroil us all in a new civil war : which is as 
much their endeavour now as ever ; and it may be not enough 
abhorred by others whofd principles and ends are very different 
from them. You aie uic fame men who, at your lirll meet¬ 
ing, by a wonderful and cheerful harmony and concurrence 
in whatloevcr 1 could wifli, gave me reputation abroad, and 
fecurity at hotne ; made our neighbours folicitous for our 
fricndlhip, and let a jnit value upon it! and, trud me, fuch 
a reputation is of vait importance, and made my evil fubjefts 
even dvfpair of b^^inging their wicked purpofes to pafs^ And 
is it, poiliblc, tha^ the fame perfons can continue together, 
without the fame afl'etSlion for me, or prudence for the public 
peace and profpciity? I am fare it is impoliible : and yet I 
inuft tell you, the reputation I h;ftl ^from your concurrence 
and tendernefs towards me, is not at all intproved fince the 
beginning of this fclTion: indeed it is much Iclfened: andJ 
am fure I never flood more in need of that reputation,than at 
prefent, to carry me through* many difficulties, in which the 
public is, at lead, as <much concerned as myfelf: let me and 
you thiuk never fo well of ourfclvcs, if all the world knows, 
or believes, lliat we arc poor, that we are in extremity of 
want, if our friends think v/c can do'thcm no good, and our 
enemies believe we can do them no harm, our condition is 
far from being profperous. You cannot take it amifs (you 
Ihall ufe as much freedom with me,^when you pleafe) that I 
tell you there hath not appeared that v\ armlh in you of late, 
in the confitleration of my revenue, as i expedit'd, as well 
from fomc of your meflages, as from my own confidence in 
your care and kindnefs. It hath been faid to inyfclf, that it 
is ufual for Parliaments to give the crown extraordinary fup- 
plies upon emergent occafions, but not to improve the oon- 
llant revenue of the crown.* 1 wifh, and fo do you, that 
nothing had been lately done in and by Parliaments*but what 
was ufual. Put if ill Parliaments contrive the ruin and dil- 
inherifon of the crown, God forbid but good Parliaments 
fhould‘“vt.pair it, how iinufual foever it is. If you yourfelvcs 
had noi, in an extraordinary manner, imprgvcti my revenue, 
the government could not have been fupported: and if it be 
not yet improved in the proportion you have defigned, 1 can¬ 
not doubt but yon will proceed in it w'ith )our old alacrity. 

] am very well contented, that yoy proceed in your infpe£lion : 
J know it will be to my advantage ; and that you will neither 

G 4 m 
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find my receipts fo great, nor my expenfes fo exorbitant, as 
you imagine. And, for an evidence of the laft, I wiil give 
you prefently an account of the ilfues of the twelve hundred 
thoufand pounds you fo liberally gave me ; not one penny 
■whereof was difpofed, but upon full deliberation with myfelf, 
and by my own order; and I think you will all fay, for the 
public fcrvice. But, Gentlemen, tltis inquifition cannot be 
finilhcd in the fliorl time we can now conveniently flay to¬ 
gether: and yet, if you do not provide, before wc part, for 
the better paying and coliedling what you have already given 
me, you can hardly prefume what it will amount to: and if 
you do not fupport even what you have already given me, by 
ibme addition, you will quickly fee lawful ways found out to 
lefTen the revenue, more than you imaging : and therefore I 
cannof but expedt, that your wifdom v^ill feafonahly and 
fpcedily provide a remedy for that growing mifehief. Believe 
me. Gentlemen, the moll difafFedlcd fubjedls in England arc 
not more imw’illing to«|3ay any tax or impofition you lay upon 
th^m, than I am to receive it: God knows, I do not long 
Aore for any blcffing in tlfis world, than that I may live to 
call a Parliament, and not alk or receive any money from 
them : 1 will do all I can to fee that happy day. I know the 
vaft burdens the kingdom hath borneJ^thefe lall: twenty years, 
and more; that it is exceedingly iinpoveriflied: but, alas! what 
will that which is left do them good, if the government cannot 
be fupported; if I am not able .to defray the charge that is 
necelfary for their peace and fecurity. I mult deal plainly 
with you ; and I do but difeharge my confcicnce in that plain- 
nefs : if yon do not, beiiides the improving my revenue, in the 
manner 1 ha\e recommended to you, give me fomc prefent 
fupply of money, to enable me to ftruggle with- thofe difficul¬ 
ties I am preifed with, I lliall have a very melancholy fummer, 
and fhall much apprehend the public quiet. You have heard, 
I prefuine, of the late dcTign in Ireland, for the furprife of 
the caltle of Dublin'; which was fpread over all that kingdom ; 
and many Parliament men thdre engaged in it: there is an 
iabfolnte nccelfity, that I forthwith fend over a good fum of 
money thither, for the payment of that army, and putting the 
garrifons there in good order. You will not doubt but that 
thofe feditions perfons had a correfpondence with tfbtii friends 
here ; and, I pray, let us not be too carelefs of them. I afliire 
you, I have fo great occafion of money here, which my re¬ 
venue cannot fupply me with, that I every day omit the doing 
fomewhal that is very necclfary for the public benefit. Thefe', 
fure, are juft motives to perfuade you to give a fupply, as 
ha\'c ever moved a Houfe of .Commons ; and therefore I con- 



( 89 ) 

jtre you to go cheerfully about it, artid let me no* be difap- 
pointed in my confidence of your afFedlions. And, I pray, 
remember the feafon of the year, and how neceflary it is, that 
we make a recefs in or about Midfummer. I have eiilarged 
much more to you upon this occafion than I have ufed to do, 
and you may perceive it hath not been very eafy to me; but I 
was willing you Ihould imderftand, from myfelf, what 1 de¬ 
lire and expert from you ; and the rather, becaufc I hear 
fome men have confidently undertaken to know my mind, 
who have had no authority from me ; and to drive on defigns 
very contrary to my defires. I do pray you heartily, that the 
eftedl of this day’s converfation may be the renewing our con¬ 
fidence in each other, and railing our joint reputation ; which 
will be our itronjjcft fecurity, with God’s blelTing, the king¬ 
dom can have for fts peace, plenty, and full profperity'; and, 
upon my word, you ^ill all have great confort i« what you 
lliali do for me, upon this my very earned and hearty recom¬ 
mendation. * « 


Speech by the Speaker of the Houfe*of Commons, delivered in the 
Houje of Peas, f itly, 27, 1663. 

May it pleafe your n¥)d Excellent Majefty, 

HE knights, citizens, and burgclics of [the Commons 
Houfe of Parliament, have, fiiicc their lad meeting, in 
many weighty and arduous affairs, prefenteci your Majelly with 
their humble advice : which, whh all thanhfuincfs they ac¬ 
knowledge, never wanted a molt gracious reception. Never 
any prince did fd freely commune with his people ; and never 
any people did with more joy and duty commemorate their 
happinefs. % 

The laft feflion of Parliament, our care w^as chiefly to fecurc 
the being of this nation under our ancient, happy monarchical 
government. This feflion, we have endeavoured to advance 
the peace and well-being both of church and date. 

Material ftru£tures are bed* fecured by deep foundations in 
the earth ; but the foundations of true liappincfs are from 
above. We have therefore, in the firfl place, perufed the 
laws w'hich do enjoin the obfervation of the Lord’s day ; and 
where“vvc have found any deleft, cither in rules or penalties, 
we have with great care fupplied them ; weAl knowing, that 
he who doth not remember on the fird day of the w'eek to ob- 
ferve a Chriilian fabbath, will hazard before the week’comes 
round to fsrget he is a Chridian. 

We read in the dory of Le\vis.the Ninth of France, when 
he took his voyage into the eaftejn empire to ainil the diftrefled 

Chrift. 
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Chridians, the fame of his holinefs moved King of Tar-* 
tary to fend his ambalfadors to offer him triendfhip, and to ac¬ 
quaint him he had a defire to become a Chrifti'in ; whereupon 
Lewis fent him preachers, to inftnift him in the Chriiuan re¬ 
ligion. But the Tartarian oblerving the lives of the Chrif- 
tians w^ere not anfwerable to their profeffion, they returned 
with the fhame of liicir own ill lives noon them, whofe doc¬ 
trines were fo famous. 

That which in thofe days th'* rfnror?''^ '■•f thofe Chrif- 
tians, is much more at this da) the Ih int wf this nation ; wc 
know more, but piaiTiife lefs, thaii they did; wc generally 
Jove a fccptical rather than a piailical religion ; and are con¬ 
tented to fpend that time in Itudy of curious deceitful notions, 
which ought to be employed in the prafliev of ktiowu trutlu. 
Too many amonglt us arc of the fctl of tliji Gnollics, hunting 
after novelties and phantafms, till variety of notions makes 
them mad. Hence do arife all thofe fcdls and fcliifnis in tlic 
church, whichj being <mrfed up in pride, rctuic to contorin 
to any laws, and make reliijioo itfclf the cloak of all their 
reparations j whereas true fchgion is the hand of fociety, the 
dnews that hold fall the joints of the body politic. If ihcfe 
be broken, the body mull be difmembtred: if they be but 
{trained, the whole body is in pain,"and the member made 
unureful. 

At the opening of this fellion, your Majelly was nioft gra- 
cioufiy plcafed to call upon us to prepare fornc Lin's tor the 
prevention of the growth of p^'pery ; and wc l..ivc licartily la¬ 
boured therein, both to prevent the growth of pupory and all 
foits of fcfStarics and ponconfonc.ilts. But, as the rankelt 
corn and the fullcfl cars arc aptelt to bt l.iid, fo faies in this 
matter ; thcle fruits are nof yet ready for the hat’xcd. Jhit wc 
are confident, by the wifdom of your Majefty’s government, 
and tlic readinels of your taithful fubjects to fupport it by the 
juft and due execution of tliel;nr. cfpecially it fiich p.;rfons 
be entrulfcd wnli the cxecu'.ion of the laws as do love them,) 
thefe pfTion;; ^v'ill either be pLifuadcd to conftirmity, or foictd 
info a peaceable aud orderly ( Oixvcrlation. 

T o this purpofe, I am eo.mil. mrled by the knights, citizens, 
and hnrgeUcs of the Commons Houfc of Farliauicnt, humbly 
ill their name to bifeech your Majt-fly, that yon wilHrc-pleafcff 
to illiic out youv proclamation, for the putting thofe laws w'liich 
now are in force, ag.-iinfl ilic popifh rccufants, fcdlaries, and ' 
nonconformilb, in effeilual execution. 

I am likewlfe commanded to d«Tire your Majefly, that you 
W'ill be pitafed to ilfue out enother proclamation, for the pre¬ 
vention of that prophanenef^ debauchery, and licentioufnefs, 

whivh 
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which toi,thchigh difpleafure of Almighty God, the dilhonour 
of your Majefty’s government, and the grief of all good men, 
is nov\r pradtifed amongltus: and, for the better fccuring the 
peace of the nation againft the united counfcls of all the dif- 
Icntcrs to our religion and tllabliflied difeipHne, wc have pre¬ 
pared an additional bill fo* the ordering the lorces of the king¬ 
dom, whereby your Majelty's lieuienajus and their depuiv 
lieutenants will be enabled to train, tlifciplinc, and keep toge¬ 
ther, fuch a party as will be able to prevent difortlers, and fiif- 
ficient to check any infurredions, till the great body of the 
militia can come in to their aililiance. 

During the late unhappy wars in this rr.ition, our neighbours 
eyes were open, to fpy out all advantages of fpoUing our trade, 
and to advance their own ; bm, by the fevcral good bills made 
ready for your Majllly’s royal all'cnt, we hope we fhall reftore 
and increafe the flouriihing trade of this nation. 

Great Sir, * , 

I have btit one word more ; and that is by command from 
your \dajclly’s loyal and dutiful* fubjeds the Commons of 
England. They have dttly confidcred the prefent unfettled 
condition of this nation, and th*- great exncnfu \\h!ch muff at¬ 
tend fuch diltradions ; t.nd do humbly befeech your Majcdy 
to accept an aid from them, confilliug of foju entire fubfi- 
dics ^ two of which are to be paid by t!ie flrlt of November 
next, and the other two by the tirll of May next following. 


His Majeftys mojt gracious Speech^ yuly 27, 1663. 

My Lords aVid Gentlemen, 

T TKANK you for the prefent you have made me this day ; 

and I hope your countries will thank you when you come 
home for having done it. I am notconfeious of having brought 
the ftraighis and ncccilitics 1 agri in upon myfclf, by an imprgvU 
dence or ill hufljandry of my own : I know the contrary 5 and, 

1 alhirc )ou, I would not have dcllrcd or received the fupply 
you have now given me, if it were not abfcluiely nccelfary for 
your peace and quiet as well us mine. And, I miilf tell you, 
it vviirdo me very little good, if 1 do not improve it by very 
good hii/liandry of my own, and by rctrenchin'^; thofe very ex- 
penfes which in many rel'peds may be thought ncceifary 
enough. But you fhall fee, I wdll much rather rinpofe upon 
myfelf than upon my fubjeds ; and if all men will follow my 
example in retrenching their expetlfcs, which (it may be) they ■ 
may do with much more convenience than 1 can do mine, the 
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kingdom will in a very fliort time gain what you have given 
me this day. 

I am very glad you are now going into your feveral coun¬ 
tries, where your prefence will do much good ; and I hope 
your vigilance and authority will prevent thofe diilurbanccs 
which the reftlefs fpirits of ill and unquiet men will be alw'ays 
contriving, and of which, I do alTure* you, they promife them- 
felves fome effedls this fummer. 

There have been more pains and unufual ways taken to kin¬ 
dle the old fatal fears and jealoufies than I thought I fhould 
ever have lived to have feen, at lead to have feen fo counte¬ 
nanced. 

I do defire you, and conjure you, my i.ords and Gentle¬ 
men, to watch this evil fpirit and temper, with )our utntoll 
care and prudence, and fecurethe perfons pf thofe whom you 
find are poireffed with it, that the peace of the kingdom be not 
facrificed to their pride, humour, andmadnefs.* 

I did expedf to havc*had fome bills prefented to me againfl 
thfe feveral diftempers in religion, againft feditious conventicles, 
againft the growth of poper^; but, it may be, you have been 
iin fome fear of reconciling thofe contradidions in religion, in 
fome confpiriicy againft the piiblic peace, to which, 1 doubt, 
men of the moft contrary motives in confciencc are inclinable 
enough. 1 do promiiV' you to lay this bulinefs, and mifehiefs 
which may flow from tlu licences, to heart. And if 1 live to 
meet with you again, as I hope I ihall, I will myfclf take 
care to prcfeiu two bills to you to thaf end. And, as 1 have 
already given it in charge to the judges, in their feveral cir¬ 
cuit';, to life ilieir utiuoft endeavours to prevent and punifh the 
fcandalous and feditious meetings of fedaries, and to coiivid 
the papilts ; fo I will be as watchful, and take /ull the pains I 
can, ntiiher the one or the other (hall dillurb the peace of the 
kingdom. 

I fhall not need to defire you to ufe all diligence in levying 
and colleding the fubfidiv': you have given me ; and heartily 
wilh the dirtribution may be nfadc wdth all equality and juf- 
tice, and without any animofity or fadion, or lemcmberlng 
any thing that bath been done in the late ill times, which, you 
know, w'eare all obliged to toigct, as well as to forgive. And 
indeed, till we have done fo, we can never be in pcrfr^^icace i 
and therefore I^'an never put you too much in mind of it. 

1 think it necelfary to make this a fellion, that fo the current 
of juftice may run the two next terms without any obftrucUon 
by privilege of Parliament ; and therefore I Ihall prorogue 
you till the fixteenth day of March, when I doubt not, by 
God's bklfing, wc ihall meet again to our joint fatisfadion, 

I' and 
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and that you fliall have caufe to thank me for what I do in the 
interval* 


His Mojefty s moft gracious Speech, March 21, 1664. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

■\ 70 U fee, God be thanked, you have met together again at 
the time appointed: and 1 do alTurc yon, 1 have been 
fo far from ever intending it ihould be oiherwife, that I do not 
know one perfon who ever wiihed it (hould be otherwife. 
Think, therefore, I pray, what good meaning thofe men 
could have, who, from the time of the prorogation to the day 
of your meeting, have continually whifpered, and indii{lri> 
oufly infufed into ^e mirids of the people, that the Parliament 
iliould meet no mare ; that it ftiould be prefently diflblved, or 
fo continued by prorogation, that they (hould be kept without 
a Parliament. I pray, watch thefe whifpercr'> all you can, as 
men who ufe their utmoll endeavours tp fow jealoufiesbetween 
you and me. And I do promife you, they fhall not prevail 
with me ; and I do promife m^fclf, they (hall not prevail 
with you. And the truth is, we are both concerned they 
ihould not: and we (hall thch, with God's blcfling, prevent 
all the mifehief they iiftcnd. 

You may judge by the late treafon in the north, for which 
fo many men have been executed, how a£live the fpirits of 
many of our old enemies (lill are, notwithftanding all that 
mercy. 1 do alfure you, we are not yet at the bottom of that 
biifinefs- 'I'his much appears manifeflly, that this confpiracy , 
W’as but a branch of that whicli I difiovered as well as I could 
to you about two years fincc, and had been then executed near¬ 
er hand, if khad not, by God’s goodnefs, come to the know¬ 
ledge of fomc tlic principal contrivers, and lb fecured them 
Irom doing the mifehief they intei;ded. And if I had not, by 
the like Providence, had timely notice of the very hour and 
feveral places o( their rende-'vous in the north, and provided 
for them accordingly, by fenfsing fome of my troops, as well 
as by drawing the trained hands together, their conjunilion 
w'onld have been in greater numbers than had been convenient. 

You will woiulcr (but I tell true,) they are now even in thofe 
p'aitS“,‘*and at this time, when tliey fee their friends under 
trial and cxeculitm, (till purfuing the fameco«ful'’ations. And 
it is evidentihey have correfpundcncc with defperate perfons 
in moll counties, and a (landing council in this town, from 
which they receive their dirediens, and by whom they were 
advifed to defer their lull intended infurredion ; but thofe or^ 
dtrs ferved only to diltrad then;, and came too«||jiite to prevent 
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I'hcir dej(lru£lion. I know more of their intrigues than they 
think I do, and hope 1 fhall ihortly dil'cover the bottom ; in- 
the mean time, 1 pray, let us all be as watchful to prevent, as 
they are to contrive, their mifchief, 

1. cannot omit, upon this occafion, to tell you, that thefe 
defperate men in their counfels (as appears by fevcral exami¬ 
nations) have not been all of one mind in the ways of currying 
on their wicked refolutions. Some would Itlll iiifiit upon the 
authority of the Long Parliament, of which, they fay, they 
have members enough willing to meet; others have fancied to 
themfelves, by fonie compulation of their own upon I'otnc 
claufe in the Triennial Pill, that this p-.cf nt Parliament was 
at an end fome months iijice ; and that, lor want of new writs. 


they may aiTtimble thciin'clves and ckoofc members of Pailia- 
ment; and that this is the belt expedient ^o bring themfelves 
together for their other purpofes. 

For the Long Parliament, you and I can do no more ifian 
wc have done, to intorm*anu compofc the minds of ail men. 
Let them pi(\"t‘cd upf>n iltcir ptiii. Lut mctiiinks there is 
nothing done to dilaLulc them in rcfpt '.l ef liit 'riiennial Pill. 
^ confefs to you, my Lords and (jentLna n, I lKi\e {^hen my- 
fclf read over that bill ; and ibnugb tltae l.^, no colour tor the 
fancy of the determination of if is Pa^ 'i n-’.LUt, yet I -will not 
deny to you, that 1 ha\c al\va\s c-ypeeb-d that ynn would, and 
ftven wondered that you have not conltdcicd the wonderliil 
claufes in that bill, which palled in a liinf.- very unLarclul for 


the dignity of the crown, or t'u: feurity of 
I pray, Mr. Speaker, and you 
Common.-, give thar'I^jicnniai ih.i one-' a 
Houfe; and then, in Ood’.s name, downi: 


tlie people, 
of thi Houfe of 
rcadiu'j; iii vour 

O 

vr;u think fii for 


me, and yjnifelvcs, and the whole hiugd.vm. ^ I'.ecd not tell 
you how much I love Parlijmculs. Nt’.er was fo much 
beholden to Pailiainents us / have betu : nci do I think the 


crown can eter be happy wMioiil frequent p, 
alTure youi fcives, if ! ihould think otherw ii 
fuifer a Parhanient to come togciher by tl.c 
by that bill. 


arliainents. But, 
I would never 
n;e.,MS ])refcrihcd 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I mufl renew my thanks to yr'U, for the fiee fuj'iUi’' 
gave me this lajl fellion, of four fubfulies: \<,i I canimt but 
tell you, that that fiipply is fallen much Ihori what I ex¬ 
pelled, or you intended. It will hardly be believed, yet you 
know it to be true, that very many perlbns, who have elhi'u s 
of three and four thoufand pounds a year, do not pay for ihefc 
four fubfidies fixtcen pounds ^ fo that, whereas you intended 
1 * and 
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and declared that they Ihonld be collected according to former 
precederfts, they do not now arife to half the proportion they 
did in the time of Qiieen Elizabeth; and yet fiirc the crovva 
wants more now than it did then, and the fubjefit is at kail as- 
weli able to give. 

I'hc truth is, by the licence of the late ill time, and ill-hu- 
mor.r of this, too many of the people, and even of tliofe who 
make fair jnofeliioiis, believe it to be no fm to defraud the 
crown of any thing that is due to it. You no fooner give me 
tonnage and poundage, than men arc deviling all the ways 
.they can to I'lcal cnltom ; nor can the farmers be fo vigilant 
for the colleclion, as others are to fte,al the duties. 

You give me the excife, which all people abroad believe to 
be the moll: infenlible impolltion that can he laid upon a peo¬ 
ple. What conf|^racies and combinations arc entered into 
againll it by the brewers, who, I am fare, bear not that bur¬ 
then them (elves, even to bring that revenue to nothing, you 
will hear in \Vcll;min!lcr-hall. • ^ 

You have given me the cliltnncy-moncy, which you have rca- 
fon to believe is :i growing rcvenifc, for men build at leall fall 
enough ; and you will ilierefore wonder that it is already do- 
dliied, and tiiat this half 3 ear tarings in lefs than the former 
did. 1 pray, thcrelov- f levlevv that bill ; and lince I am fure 
you v/oii! 1 have me receive whaiiuevcr you give, let me have 
the colleding and liulbanding of it by my own officers ; and 
then 1 doubt not but to iir.piove that receipt, and will* be co¬ 
zened of as little as I can. 

I will conclude with defiring and conjuring you, my Lords 
and Gentlemen, to ketp a very good ^orrefpundence together, 
tiiat it may not be in the power of any leditious or fadious 
fpirits to inai-^* you jealous of me, till you fee me pretend one 
thing and Jo a»mther, which I am fine you never have yet 
done, 'rntil me, it lliall be in nobody’s pow'er to make me 
jealous of you. 

I pray, contrive any good fliort bills which may improve the 
induilry of the nation. And,* fince the fcafoji of the year will 
invite us all Ihortly to lake the country air ; I dcfire you will 
be ready forafcflioii within two months, or thereabouts; and 
wc will meet next caili-i in the year. And fo God blefs your 
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Speech hy the Speaker of the Houfe of CommonSy May 1664 * 

May it pleafe your moft Excellent Majefty, 

AT the opening this feflion, your Majefty was pleafed to- 
^ recommend fbveral things to the care of your two Heufest 
of Parliament ; the which we have deliberately confidered, and 
iinanimouriy prefented our humble advice thereupon. 

The hrft thing w^e took into conftderatiou was, the aft 
made in the lixtecnih year of the late King of glorious me¬ 
mory, for Triennial Parliaments : when wc had given it a read¬ 
ing, we found it dcrogaxiry to the eftential prcrogaiivc of the 
crown, of calling, holding, and dill'oiving, Parliaments, wc 
found it unprafticablc, and only ufeful to learn the people how 
to rebel: therefore we melted it down,(^cxtrafted the pure 
metal from counterfeit and droflTy alloys, and then prefented it 
to your'Majefty, to be new ftamped, and make current coin, 
for the ufe of the naVon. We do return our moft humble 
thanks to your Majefty, that you were pleafed to accept our 
advice, and to pals our billbut more efpccially for tliofc gra¬ 
cious expreflions your Majefty was pleafed to ufe at that folem- 
nity, whereby wc are allured, *^001 only of your perfoual affec¬ 
tion to Parliaments, but of your judgment alfo, that the hap- 
pinefs of the crown conlifts in the frequency of Parliamenis. 

In the next place, we reviewed the aft for chimney-money, 
which we intended a great branch of your Majefty’s revenue, 
although by fome miftakes it is fallen Ihorl: and, in hopes 
your Majefty may improve that receipt, we have prepared a 
bill for the collefting that duty by fuch officers as your Ma¬ 
jefty and your fuccullors lhall from time to time think fit to ap¬ 
point, 

Whilft wc were intent upon thefe wciglity-'affairs, we were 
often interrupted by petitions, and letters, and motions, repre- 
fenting the unfctiled condition of fome countries, by rcafon 
of fanatics, fcctaries, and nonconfnrmifts. They riiffer in 
their ftiapes and Ipccics, and accordingly are more 01 icf^ dan¬ 
gerous : but in this they all agree ; they are no IVieiids to the 
cftablilhed government eitlier in church or (late ; and ii the 
old rule hold true, ^li ccdffuc contradlch non J: paafun'i we 
have great reafon to prevent their growth, and to piifiI(iV'i’ii{,'ir 
ptaftice. To this purpofe wc have prepared a bill againil their 
frequenting of conventicles, the fccd-plois ati^'. nurferics ot 
their opinions, under pretence of religious worfiiip. The 
firft offence we have made puniftiabic only with a /mail fine <>f 
five pounds, or three months imprifoninent, and ten pounds 
for a peer. The fcconti pfteace with ten pounds, or lix 
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months Imprifonment, and twenty pounds for a peer. But for 
the third offence, after a trial by a jury at the general quarter 
feflions or aifizes, and the trial of a peer by his peers, the 
party convided lhall be tranfported to fome of your Majefty’s 
foreign plantations, unlefs he redeem himfelf by laying down 
one hu;.'li'.d pounds: Imntcdicabile vulnus eufe rcjcindendunit 
ne pars Jinara trahntur. 

We have had much thought how to improve the induflry of 
the nation, and prevent that idlenefs and licentioufnefs which 
too fad grows upon us, efpecially by exccllive and diforJerly 
gaming. Men arc not contented to fport away their precious 
time, and play away their ready money; but to lofe or pawn 
their houfes and lands, their manors, and their honours alfo. 
For the prevention of the growth of thisdifeafe, we have pre¬ 
pared a bill, to mike all fecurities for money won at play, 
whether real or pc ilonal, tobe vjid. 

We have examined alfo the reafoiis of the decay of trade. 
In the firft place, w'e found our merchants arc,undermined by 
fraud and pradlice, and fometimes beaten out, in the Eaft and 
Weft Indies, in Turkey, and in Africa, by our neighbours 
the Dutch, who, befides the unfufferable indignities offered t6 
your royal Majcfty, have in a few years fpoiled your fubjefts to 
the value of feven or ei^ht hundred Uioufand pounds ; for re¬ 
medy whereof, we have made our humble addrefs to your Ma- 
jeffy, and received a gracious anfw'er; and have no caufe to 
fear but a fhort time will produce a juft and honourable fatis- 
fadfion. 

The next obftrudlion to our trade hath been, a bafe and 
dangerous pra<^ice of fome feamen, who are willing to be 
robbed by pirates, that they may fhare in the prize. We have 
therefore preparsqd a bill for the puniftiment of fuch treacherous 
adlions, and for'fhe juft reward of thofe honeft feamen that 
(hall preferve their owners goods, and manfully maintain the 
honour of our Englifti nation. 

Some other difeoveries we have made, which may be the 
fubjedi: matter of future bills; but, in refpedf of your Ma- 
jefty’s intimation of a ftiort feffion, we were not willing to at¬ 
tempt more than we could reafonably difpatch. 

And now, great Sir, give me leave with joy to remember 
That unparalleled unanimity that hath this fellion attended our 
counfels. “ Our conftancy and refolution hath bdfen tried beyond 
the precedctu ^f former Parliaments, or any other feffion of 
this Parliament. 

The heathens were wont to obferve, and truss the ChriA. 
(tans, for their unify* and love of dne another ; at invh 
voL. r. H » 
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cemje diligunt t^hrifuani! And may this happy cor re fpondenc* 
between your royal Majefty and your two Houfes of Parlia¬ 
ment increafe, and grow to be the envy of the world, till all 
your Majefty’s enemies are forced to cry, Ecce^ ut invicem Je 
diligunt Angiicanl. 


» His Aftjjcftys moft Gracious Speech, May ly, 1664. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T DID dcfi;c and conjure you, at the opening of this feftion, 
that you wfjuld keep a very good corrcfpondence together, 
that it iniglit not be in the power of any feditioiis or fa<Slious 
fpirits to make you jealous of each other, or cither of you jea- 
lotis of me ; ;..id 1 (Iclire you to be ready 4 or a fellion, williin 
two months or thereabouts. 

I mull confefs ro you, you have complied very fully witiT 
me, for which 1 can sever thank you enough : you have per¬ 
formed thofe good refpcdlp towards me, and kept fo very good 
^orrcfpondencc towards each other, that you have exceedingly 
difappointed thofc ill men, who both at home and abroad had 
xaifed great hopes and cxpetflation of new troubles and confu- 
fums ; you have gratified me in all 1 defired, and are now 
ready for a feilion within the time propofed. This harmony 
will (with Ciod's bltlling) make us all efteemed abroad, and 
fectire at lupine ; and thefc obligations cannot but make me 
think the lime long till we meet again. The fcafon of the 
vear and your own afiairs will invite you into the country ; and 
your prelcncc there is tti great importance to my fcrvicc, and 
to the public peace. You will watch thofc unquiet fpirits, 
which aie ftiii lurking and ready to embrace ?U opportunities 
to involve the nation in new diitradlions, ui?t?erwhat fpecious 
pretences foever ; and you will carefully inform the people, 
how much it is in their own power to be as happy as they can 
W'ifti to be: indeed, if they are truly fenfible ot their prefent 
happinefs, it will qi'iekly be irfiproved. I will add no more, 
but that I thank you all and every one of you; and if Ciod 
blefs IIS till November, we will meet here again. I name 
November to you, becaufc, if nothing extraordinary fall out, 
I refolve not to meet till then : but, becaufe fomewiTDL'*'ex- 
traordinary may fall out, you fhall be at prefentaprorogued 
t till Auguft ; and before that day you fliall ^ -vc feafonable 
itice, by protlamation, not to give your attendance, except 
?re be occafion ; and then November will be the time. And 
cordingly I have commanded the Chancellor to prorogue 
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^fis MajeJly^s Mofi Gracious Speech^ Novemlrer 34, 1664. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

we parted lail in this place, I told you that I did 
^ not think wc fliould meet here again till November, 
though I prorogued you but to a day in Auguft. But I muft 
now tell you, that if 1 could have fufpedted, or reafonably have 
imagined, that our neighbours Would have dealt fo unneigh- 
bourly with me, and have forced me to make fuch preparations 
as they have done for my defence, at fo vaft an expsnfe ; I fay, 
if 1 could have forefeen in Augull that they would have treated 
me thus, I fhould not have prevented your coming together 
then. Yet truly I have reafon even to be glad that it hatii 
been deferred thus tong. You have had Icifiire to attend your 
ow'n convchicnclcs in the country, and the public fcrvice these ; 
and I have been able to let our neighbours fee, that I can de* 
fend myfelf and my fubjedfs, againlt tlfcir infolence, upon the 
Hock of iny own credit and reputation ; and that, when I find 
it neceiiary for the good of ray people, I can fet out a fleet to 
fca, which will not decline mee^ng with all their naval power, 
even before the Parliiynent comes together; which, I am 
perfuaded, if they had believed poflible, they would not fo 
importunately have preil me to it. I will not deny to you, I 
have done more than I thought 1 could have done ; which I 
impute to the credit your vote gave me, and to the opinion all 
men have, that I did what you wifhed I Ihould do. By bor- 
rov/ing very liberally from myfelf out of my fto^s, and by' 
the kind and cheerful affiflancc the cit^ of London hath given 
me, I have a fleet now at fea worthy of the Englifli nation, 
and (to fay no not inferior to any that hath been fet out 

in any age, and which (that I may ufe all freedom with you) 
to difeharge to-morrow, and replenifli all my ftorcs, I am per¬ 
fuaded, would coH me little lefs than eight hundred thoufand 
pounds. • 

What hath pafTcd between me and the Dutch, and by what 
degrees, accidents, and provocations, I have been neceflifated 
to the preparation and expence I have made, you fhall be told 
( have done. I fliall only toil you, that if 1 had pro¬ 
ceeded'..••ore flowly, I fhould have expofed my own honour 
and the hoj^CvUr of the nation, and fliould have feemed not con¬ 
fident of your "iffl6lions, and the alfurance you gave me, to 
(land by me in this occafion. 

That which I am now very earneflly to defire, and indeed 
cxpcdl from you, is, that you will ufe all poflible expedition 
in your rcfolutions , left tliat, by'unneceflary formalities, 
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world (hould think that I have not your full concurrence in 
what is done, and that you are not forvvard enough in the fup- 
port of it; which I am fure you will be ; and that, in raifiiig 
the fupplies, you take fuch fure oidcr, that when the expenfe 
is obvious and certain, the fupplies be as real and fubflanlial, 
not imaginary as the laft fubiidies were, wliich you all well 
enough undcrltand. 

Mr. Speaker, and you Gentlemen of the Houfc of 
Commons, 

I know not whether it be worth my pains to endeavour to 
remove a vile jealoufy, which fome ill men fcattcr abroad, 
and which I am Cure vNill never link into the breaft of any 
man that i< worthy to hi upon your benclys, that, when you 
have given me a noble and propoitionahle Supply for the fup- 
port ot a war, I may be induced by fome evil councellors (for 
they will be ihcnght to,think very * refpeftfully of my ow'n 
perfon) to make a fudflen peace, and get all that money for 
my own private occafions. am fure, you all think it an un¬ 
worthy jealoufy, and not to deferve an anfwer. I would not 
he thoiiglit to have fo brutilh ap inclination, as to love war for 
war-fake. God knows, I defire no blelling in this world fo 
much, as that I may li\e to fee a firm peace between all 
Chriitian princes and ftates : but let me tell you, and you mav 
be moft confident of it, that when I am compelled to enter 
into war, for the proteftion, honour, and benefit of my fub- 
jefls, I w'ill (God willing) not make a peace but upon the 
’'obtaining feturing thofe ends for which the war is entered 
into ; and when that cAi be done, no good man will be forry 
for the determination of it. • 

To conclude; my Lords and Gentlemen, l -ionjure you all, 
in your feveral Rations, to ufe all polfible expedition, that our 
i(riends and our enemies may fee that I am poirelfed of your 
hearts, and that we move with one foul; and I am fure you 
will not deceive my expedatioo. 


After this, jjis MajeRy delivered a narrative ; which was read, 

as foJIoweth: 

if Narrative of the late PaJJages between his Ma'^y and 
the Dutclb, and his Majijly's Preparations th^ltpon, 

Cmakles RjiX. 

U’lS MajeRy doth not doubt but that his two Houfes of Par- 
liament do well remember the Addrefs they made to his 
MajcRy about the end of April laR, upon the general repre- 
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fcntations which had been made to them of the great injuries 
and oppreffions the fubjcds of this nation fuftained in the Eaft 
and Weft Indies, and in other places, from the Dutch, and 
the univerfai obftrmftion they brought upon the trade of this 
kingdom ; and the warm and vigorous vote they then prefenled 
his Majefty with, if he could not otherwife remove that mif- 
chief. The anfwer they received from his Majefty was fo full 
of candour, as if he thought his good allies the States General 
would never put him to life extreme remedies, but would 
meet the complaints of his fubje£ls with juft and proportion- 
able fatisfaHion ; and that he did really believe, as well as 
vvifli, that they would do fo, is mar.Ifeft, by his having pro¬ 
vided for that fcafon a much Icfs guard of Ihips than he had 
let out ever fince his happy reftorati )n, intending, by the 
faving that unnec'flary expenfe .'as he then thought) to have 
plentifully fupplied his magazines and ftorcs, which is a trea- 
liire he ha+h always laboured to ha\^ ftill in readinefs by him. 

His Majefty took tliis occafion to trequire^ his minifters at 
the Hague to prels the btates General very carneftly for expe¬ 
dition in doing that juftice which for above a year he had in 
vain preft'ed them to do, and in which, he told them, the o'p- 
preftions his fiibjcdls underwent could not bear longer delay. 
Inftcad of returning ;*ny anfwer to his Majefty, which for 
fomc months they deferred to do, they with great paflion and 
noife fent orders to their feverai admiralties, to prepare and 
equip a great number of fliips of war, the number whereof 
they increafed every ten or twelve days ; with unufttal orders, 
that no time ftiould be loft in making the preparations, but 
that they ihould A\oik night and day# as well the Sundays as 
the other part of ihc tvcck ; and great numbers of landmen 
were likcwir(v^;jpp(dtued to be raifed tor their expedition. 

This ftrange kind of treatment, together with many rude 
pamphlets and infolent expreflions, which can hardly be pre¬ 
vented in popular governments, prevailed with his Majefty 
(although he yet believed himfclf fecure in the wlfdom of the 
States General againft any rafli attempt in the violation of the 
peace) to take fpeedy courfe for the putting ten or tw’elve (hips 
into a readinefs (w’hich yet he meant Ihouid be no further than 
rigging), if they fliould purfuc their prefent diftempers. 

Auguft they received news, that Captain Holmes, who> 
with one>f his Majefty’s ftiips, had*convoyed feme merchants 
of the royal .company to the coaft of Guiney, had by aflault 
taken and polTefled himfelf of a tort near Cape de Verte, be¬ 
longing to their Weft Indian Company ; whereupon the States 
General fent a wonderful brifk meft'age to the King, at once 
complaining of the injury, and •requiring, in very perejpg|Ofy 
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terms, that hi* Majefty would forthwith give order for the 
fe-delivery of the faid fort to them. The King alfured the 
Ambailador, upon his princely word, “ That he had given no 
commifiion or order to Captain Holmes for that purpofe, nor 
did know i;pon what grounds he had proceeded to that act of 
hoRility ; that he cxpeiti^ him ihortly at home ^ and that he 
would then proceed in a' very ftri£l examination of his pro¬ 
ceedings, and would caufe exemplary juftice to be done, as 
well in the re-delivering the fort, as in punilhing the perfon, 
if his carriage and demeanor deferred ii.” This ajifwer hod 
no better luck than the former melfage : new orders for more 
ibips, for railing of money, for laifing of men, pnbliiliing in 
their prints, that what was done by Captain Holmes was by 
his Majefty’s warrant and authority; and within a very* (liort 
time after they had the confidence to dem&nd of his Majcfty, 
in exprefs terms, that he would give it under his royal hand to 
them that he would caufe jhe fort to be delivered within fuch a 
time. . • 

-His Majefty did not yet, after all thefe provocations, lay 
afide all hope of awaking the States General to a more tem- 
pnerate confideration of what had paifed. He defired them, in 
an anfwer which he made to lome of their propofltions, and 
which he tran Quitted to them under his* own hand by their am- 
baiTador, to refleft a little upon the method of their proceeding 
with him, and courfc he had obferved towards, them; not to 
mention thofe loud affronts, indignities, an^ injuries, he had 
put into oblivion in his late treaty with them, he put them in 
«0iind that, fince that treaty, he had given them redrefs upon 
their complaints, in many particular cafes, with that expedi¬ 
tion, that he had not put them to the formalities even of courts 
of juftice ; that inftead of any return in this from them, 
hisminifter at the Hague had importuned thefcTeighteen months' 
for about twenty lliips taken from his fubjefts upon the coaft 
of Guincy, and very great affronts and damages fuftained by 
others in the Eaft Indies, without any other fhadow of right, 
but being the ftrt^nger, and able to opprefs. And yet, fince 
the treaty required fuch formalities in the demand of repara¬ 
tions, how flow foever their juftice was„ he had thus long for¬ 
borne to be his own carver. He wilheti them to confider, 
whether their order of proceeding towards them had b^yuf^r- 
fuant to the tresfiy, or agreeable to the refpedV that^7t^s due to 
him: that, upon the firft information of an a^c of violence 
committed by the captain of one of his fhips upon their fub- 
je&s, difowned and difavowed by his M^jefty himfelf, and 
juftice and reparation being'promifed, they have upon the point 
declared war. againft'bis Majefty, in rcfolving tq recover by 
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force of arms what they could not expe£l by the Goiirfe of jUf- 
tice. fte conjured the States General to remember the obli¬ 
gations of their own iQvereignty, by whicii they entered into 
alliances with their neighbour princes i that, if they fuffered 
their particular focieties of merchants to involve them in a wy 
with their neighbour^ nations for their particular interell and 
benefit, and to fupport their fuii'>us and extravagant alliiminga 
dominion aguinll the law of nations, (putting them in mind, of 
what he had often drmanJed ju'iice for, of the declarations 
publilhcd by their commanders both in the Eall and Weft 
Indies, intcrdiilitig all trade and commerce to all oilier nations, 
to the natives of thole countries, becaufc they call them their 
fubiedls,) they would make thcmfelvcR infupporrable to their 
neighbourp, and their friendlhip inconfillent with the liberty 
of all the world bm thernfelves. 

And, upon this occalion, his Majcfly thinks fit that his two' 
Ilotifes of Parliament fliould know the very compendious way 
thefe States have found out to make thwnfelvcs monarchsof the 
olctradc of the whole Eail anti Weft Indies. They have, 
itis very true, by their very cotnmcndablc induftry, and by 
other acts of horrible injuftice and cruelty, planted thernfelves 
in ft'-onger fadlories than an/ prince in Europe hath done, 
efpccially in the Eaft Pndics, where their naval power is very 
great. When they find the natives inclined to traffic with 
other nations, as they do generally defire to do, being in truth 
univcrfally weary of the yoke the Dutch lay upon them, foine 
Dutch lliips are fent to lie before thofe ports, and then declare 
that they are in war with this or that prince, or that city, and. 
tliereupoii inhibit all other nations to»have any .traffic or com¬ 
merce with them ; and, by this new reafon of ftate, they inhi¬ 
bited and reftrvjncd the Englifh Ihips, under the command of 
the Earl of Ma«dborough, two years fince, to go to Porcatt, 
and to take in a great cargafon of goods provided there by the 
Eaft Indian Company here, and forced his Majefty’s fliips to 
return empty home; and bcin^ exalted with this fuccefs in tha 
Eafi, they have publilhcd the fame declaration in the Weft 
Indies, a<ad not only hindered the Englifh boats and other vef- 
fels from going on fhore to traffic with the natives, but have 
very frankly fent to fome of the fadlories, requiiing them to 
remov'^ from the places they are in, becaufe they are refolved 
they fhail not live fo near them : and, after «11 this, to fhew 
how good neighbours they would be at any diftance, they hired 
the King of Fantine, at the price of a great fum of money, 
arms, and ammunition, to furprize his Majefty’s fort at Cor- 
iTiantine, which he endeavoured to do, hy two ftrong afiaults; 
but, being driven off with lofs, he conteffed, with furrow and 
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(hime for his own infidelity, being in terms of friendiljip with 
the Engliih, that he had been corrupted by the Dutch to that 
undertaking: his Majefty’s garrifon having had the good for¬ 
tune to furprize a good part of the arms, ammunition, and 
grenadocs, which the Dutch fent to the natives. When the 
King complained to them of this infan;ous and treacherous 
proceeding of their chief officers in thofe parts, of which he 
hath as full evidence as he can have that there are Englifh and 
putch (hips on that coaft, or that he hath a fort called Cor- 
mantine, they do affiite him, “ I'hat his Majefty is milinform- 
ed, and defire him not to give any credit to it; for that they 
have received letters from their commanders there, which men¬ 
tion no fuch thing, and which inform them, that the King of 
Fanttnp had taken a particular exception to Jhe Englifh gover¬ 
nor;” taking no notice that the King had likewile charged 
them, that their fhips came at the fame time, and lay before 
the fort, kept feveral of^the Englifh veflels and boats from' 
landing, and took the heats, and kept the men prifoners, till 
they found the enterprixe had mifearried. 

To conclude: his Majefty ufed all the arguments he could 
to decline thefe hoftilc preparations, and to betake themfelvcs 
to thofe ways for the prefervat* >n of the public peace as were 
preferibed by the treaty ; afliiring thedi, that as he cxpe6ted 
reparation for the damages his fubjedts had fuftained, and fe- 
curity for the future againfl the like exceffes fo he was as ready 
to give them all ilie fatisfadtion for any injuiacs done to them, 
which juflice could require. 

» The anfwer they gave his Majefty to his cxpoflulalion for 
their fo hidden giving direction for the provifjon of fo many 
(hips of war, only upon his demanding jnftice for injuries 
done, and damages fuftained, ought to be madqAnown to you. 
They anfwerrd, “ It w^as eafy to judge ho\^much they were 
troubled and furprifed by the tricks and devices of thofe that 
fbreftalled the Parliament of England, and had obliged them 
-by evil informations to carry fuch fliarp coniplainrs againft 
them and their country to his Majcfly; and therefore it was 
not ((range that, in the unquietnefs and difturbance which the 
animolity of the Parliament did give them, they had prepared 
tin extraordinary equipage, to be upon their guard.” ^ 

When the King found that his moderate way of pn|«?feeding 
was fo far front abating any of their preparatioin^inat it did 
but render them the more confident and exalted ;f^nd the Atn- 
baflTador himfelf had told his Majefty, “ That they had given 
, inftru£(ioRs to the Admiral of ihcir fleet, that was then going 
for pujney, to take their fort near Cape de Verte by force, and 
to take any Englifh which had had a hand in doing them in- 
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Jury jiis Majefly gave fpeedy directions for the fetfing put 
thofe (hips to fca, towards which he had before only made 
fome light preparations ; and declared that he would fend his 
coufin Prince Rupert, admiral of tliat fleet, to proted his fub* 
jeCla upon the coaft of Guiney. This was no fooner known 
and publiihed amongft them, than in truth their choler fome- 
■what leemed abated, though their preparations were not dimi- 
niflied: and they then fent, “ That they had a wonderful defire 
to preferve the peace between the two nations, and to prevent 
the effufion of .Chriftian blood, which would probably happen, 
if, in a conjundure of fo much jealonfy, two fitch fleets as 
were now prepared for Guiney fliould meet in thofe feas 
and thereupon propofed, that the fleets on cither fide might be 
detained within th^ harbours, and not fuffered to put to Tea; 
and that fomc expedients might be found out by treaty for each 
other’s fatisfaCtion, they having, at the fame lime when they 
made this planiible overture, lent voders to thtir fleet in the 
Streights, under the command of De Ru) fer, to make all pof- 
lible liafle to Guinev, to execute all thofe inflrudions which 

^ m ® 

they had given to their fleet here, which tlity f cined to be 
contented, thofe moiivcj of clKjriiy, fhould remain in 

their ports ^ and it is now about two n onihs fmee l)e Ruyter 
left the Stieigl'.ts upon that expedition, lince which time they 
have done all within their power to mate their other fleets 
ready to convoy each other through the Cham.ei. and which, 
by-the blclflng of God, in the crofs winds, they have* been 
hitherto reftrained fro.ii doing; and now his Majelly is very 
willing they fliould attempt it. 

It js a very unpleafant circumftanci to his Majefty, in thefe 
proceedings, to find that it hath been in the power of rhe 
Dutch Weft I‘'''dian Company to involve their own ar d this 
country in a war,^ without the confent or privity of rhe States 
General, whofe alone feenrity his Majefty hath lor the prefer- 
vation of tlic p.acc between the two nation'^. And his Ma- 
jefty is well alfured, that the. States General have given nb 
order for this expedition of De :;':ytcr, though their fubje£fs 
in general are like to l)e; furf'erers in the war thus made by 
them ; for it cannot be imagined but ihar his Majcfty will take 
all the ways he can, that he may have v hercwiihal in his 
hands *o fatisfy his good fubjedls for the damages he expe£ls 
to hear, af^er this denunciation of a war, they have Juftained 
by De Ruyter on the coaft of Guiney and other places j and 
another damage and indignity which, there is too much caufe, 
to fear, we lhall fhortly hear of concerning Polaroone; fpt* 
though his Majefty cannot exprefsly fay that the delivery of It 
VP is denied tq that fh^p w'hicif is gone to receive it, yet, fey 
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the carriage of the governor of Batavia to that fliip aild thf 
officers thereof in its pallagc to Polaroone, and upon the diC- 
cuurfe ot that fubjeft, there is too great a prefumption that it 
is not yet delivered up, and in truth that the Eall India Com¬ 
pany in Hollarid never intended that it fliould be. ^ 

The States General having Jikevtdfe begun, without colour 
of right, by an embargo of fnips bound for this kingdom, and 
driven into their ports by the toulncfs of the weather, as par¬ 
ticularly a Svt^ediih Ihip laden with malts and cordage buupd 
for London upon tlie account of feveral Englilh merchants 
here. ' • . 

This being the true Itate of what hath palTcd in this affair; 
and his Majefty having been, by thefe turious proceeding*;, 
and, in truth, d. inincialuin of a war again!! him, forced to put 
hinifelf into the pdlure he is now in, for^lhe defence of his 
fubjecls, at fo valt an expenfe, doth not in the Icafl; degree 
doubt but that his two Houles of Parliament will cheerfully 
enable him to profecutc Hic war with the fa.ne vigour he hath 
prepared for it, by giving him fupplics proportionable to the 
charge thereof. * 

C. R. 


Speech by the Speaker of the Houfc of Commons^ February 9, 1665* 


May it pleafe your mofl: Excellent Majefty, 


lalL feftion of this Parliament, the Lords and Com- 
—** moiis did humbly reprefent unto your Majefty *he many 
wrongs and indignities <hat were done to your Majefty, and 
the many injuries done to your merchants, by the fiibjecls of 
the United Provinces \ and did rnoft humbly bc^'ceU your Ma¬ 
jefty, that fome effectual coiirfc might bc*fdkcn for redrefs 
thereof. 

Your Majefty, at the opening of this fcllion, was gracloufly 
pleafed to acquaint your two Hoiifcs, That, in purfiiancc of 
their delircs, you had, by your agent, required J'atisfav^lion ; 
but that way proved ineffedual, and many frelh provocations 
were offered, whereby your Majefty was ncccftitated to a war¬ 
like preparation; by the fpeedy difpatch whereof, you had 
let your neighbours fee, that you could defend youvfclf and 
your fubjeSs againft their infoicnee, upon the ft<^ of your 
.own credit, before your Parliament came together. 

And now, Sir, give me leave to'^fay, your neighbours may 
ice how a great King is made greater by his Parliament. Your 
loyal Commons, after they»convened, did not fuffer full four 
and twenty hours to pSfs, vbefore they mofl: cheerfully gave 

your 



I 


< 5 

your ^^ajefty more than four and twenty hundred thoufandl 
pounds. 

Hiflorians tell us, that in Bifcay, a figniory of Spain, when 
the King entercth into the frontiers of the country, the LordB 
and. Cjentlemen tlicre dwelling proffer him fome few brais 
pieces, called Maravedis, in a leathern bag hanged at the end 
of a lance j but withal they tell him, that he inuft not take 
them. 


Great Sir, 

Your Lords and Commons will not only yield obedience to 
you with their Hjodies, but with their purfes alfo: in token 
whereof, 1 do, in the name of all the Commons of England, 
prefent unto your Majclly this bill, whereby wc have given 
unto your Majedy a royal aid of four and twenty hundred 
feventy-feven thoufand and five hundred pounds, to be paid in 
three years, by twelve quarterly payments, to begin from the 
five and twentieth of December lafl, And we do humbly 
bcfcech your Majclly to accept it, as a pregnant demonflratioa 
of our mod unfeigned duty and tllankfulncfs to your Majelfy. 


After this, his Majedy made a fhort fpeech, to the eifeft 

following ; 

Mr. Speaker, and you Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

'yj OU have given me a very noble prefent, worthy of yOJJf 
fclves, and w'orthy of the vote y^u pafl'ed on the 22d of 
April lad ; for W'hich I thank yon as much as is poffible for 
me to do. J hope that your liberality herein will appear to be 
good hufbandry. • And I aifure you that the monies (hall be 
employed as you yourfelves would wifh. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I perceive by the bill, that you have put an engagement 
upon yourfelves to be fuddenly in the country ; and therefore 
J tlcfirc you to haden your councils, that fo I may put an end 
to this fedion as foon as is pofiible. 

I have no more to add, but again to give yon my hear^ 
thanks. 


Sfttek 
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Speech by the Speaker cf the Heuje of Commons) Alar eh 2, l66^. 


May it pleafe your ffioft Excellent Majefty, 

•T^HE knights, citizens, and'burgefTes of the Cornrions TIoufe 
of Parliament, having in the beginning of this fellion ap¬ 
plied theinfelvcs to the aiding your Majefty in your naval pre¬ 
parations, have of late conhdered of fome bills that may be 
moft grateful to the people, eirher in redrelung things that are 
grievous to them, or in adtancing their trade and commerce, 
lAfhich are the foi.l and life of the natitm. 


Evil manners produce gootl laws; but ihe^eft laws in time 
may grow obfolctc: and iiich is the wicked nature of man, 
that when he cannot by torcc break througjji a law, he tvill by 
fraud and tricks endeavour to evade it. 

I may with great truth affirm, the common law of England 
is the beft municipal iawjn the world ; and ycr, if the Icgifla- 
tive power were not rcJdv to countermine the works, and make 
tip the breaches that are daily made upon it, the fons of Ze- 
Xuiah would be too nnuig for us. 

We have now prefented your Majefty with fevcral bills for 
‘ the regulation of the lav/, which will ferve to prune foinc 
exuberant branches, and to pull aw'ay the ivy that robbed this 
itree of her jull nouri'hmcnt: and if your Majedy now be 
pleafed gracioufly to (hine upon her, (he will yield her fruit in 
great abundance, to the content of your Mujcfly and all your 
people. 

• “Caftnographers do agree, that tliis iftand is incomparably 
furnifticd with pleafant*rivcrs, like veins in the natural body, 

, which convey tlie blood into all the parts, whereby the whole 
is nourifticd, and made iifeful; but the poet ./c!!s us, he a£ls 
beft, qui m'lfcuh utile dulci : therefore w'c ITavc prepared fome 
bills for making fmall rivers navigable : a thing that in other 
countries hath been more experienced, and hath been found 
very advantageous ; it eafeth ihf people of the great charge of 
land carriages ; preferves the highways, which are daily worn 
put with waggons carrying cxccflive burdens ; it breeds up a 
purfery of watermen, which, upon occalion, will prove good 
feamen; and with much facility maintain intercourfe and , 
communion between cities and countries. 

We have been much affected with the cries and wants of the 
poor this hard feafon, efpecially thofe about this town, who 
are ready to ftarye for want of fuel, the price of coals being 
fo unrcafonably enhanced by the extorting engrofl'ers. We 
have, therefore, for their brefent and future cafe, prepared a 
jaill, authorizing the Lord Mayor and the Cqurt of Aidcrmen 
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In the CJty of Loftclon, and three juftices 01" peace in. the coun-* 
try, whereof one'to be of the quorum, from time to time, to 
(et the prices of coals, having regard to the price paid to the 
importer, and other emergent charges. 

And now, great Sir, having hniihcd our prefent councils, 
we hope your Majefly will give us leave to return for a time 
into our countries, where, in our feveral fphercs, we (hall be 
ready to ferve you with our ptrfons and our purfes, and alfo 
with our prayers to the great God of Hofts, that he will be 
pleafed to ftrengthen your hands in the day of battle, and make 
your Majehy viftorious over all your enemies both at home 
and abroad. 


After this, his Majefty made a fliort fpeecK ; the effe^l of 

which was : 

’ ^ » 
TJE told the Lords and Commons, he had very little to fay 

more than again to renew his thanks to them for the pre¬ 
fent they made him when he met Uiem lafl: here. 

He dcfircd the Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, that, 
W'hen they are returned into tiieir countries, they would take 
care for the equal rating the taxes laid upon the people. 

His Majelty told the Commons, he had been at fome charge 
himfelf, that no counties might be over-rated ; and he per- 
fuaded himfelf, that if the members of tlsc Houfe of Com¬ 
mons and the reft of the commiffioners, will take care that it 
might be equally taxed in the feveral counties, it will Jw— t h e 
more readily and cheerfully paid in. ■And his Majefty detired 
thofe that were lieutenants and deputy lieutenants, that they 
would take care ttyjreferve the peace of the kingdom ; for, 
his Majefty did kflme them, the republican party have ftill 
their councils on foot, and are yet in hopes to make fome ad¬ 
vantages to themfelves, upon the fcore of the prefent war. 
But his Majefty did not doubt but, by God’s blefling upon, has 
and their endeavours, their expetStations would be fruftrated. 

His Majefty faid, his intentions were, that the Houfes 
(hould not meet here again till this time twelve months. But, 
left there fhould be any occaficn of his needing their afliftaace 
fooner, he did intend the prorogation fhall be only till Juna 
next; before which, he fhould, by a timely proclamation, give 
notice of the next meeting, if it hold not at that timer And 
fo he left the reft to the Lord Privy Se^l. * 


Then 
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Then, the Lord Privy Seal fpoke to this effcd t 

My Lords, and Mr. Speaker, and you Gentlemen of th# 
Houle of Commons, 

TT is his Majefty’s pleafure that this Parliament be prorogued 
• to the one and twentieth day of June next. And accordingly 
this Parliament is prorogued to the one and twentieth day of 
June next. 


Jlis Majeftysmoft vracious Speech, OSloher li, i 66 ^» 

My Lords and Genth Ricn, 

T AM confident you all believe, that if it had not been abfo- 
lutely necelTary to confult with you, I would not have called 
you together at this time, when the contaj^on hath fo fpread 
itfelf over fo many parts qf the kingdom. 1 take it for a good 
omen, to fee fo good aTi appearance this day ; and I doubt not 
eifery day will add to your i^umber. And I give you all my 
thinks, for your compliance fo far with my defires. 

'The truth is, as I entered ugon this war by your advice and 
encouragement, fo 1 do dcfire that you ^ay as frequently as is 
pofiiblc receive information of the condutl and effedls of it; 
and that I may have the continuance of your cheerful fnpply 
for the carrying it on. I will not deny to you, that it hath 
proved more chargeable than I could imagine it would have 
been. The addition they flill made to their fleets, beyond 
purpofe, made it una-.oidably nccelVary for me to 
make proportionable prC'jtarations, which God hath hitherto 
bleifcd with fuccefs in all encounters. And as the enemy have 
nfed their titmofl endeavours, by calumnhvs and falfe fuggef- 
tions, to r.'ake themfclvcs friends, and *10 perfuade others to 
alHft them againft us, fo 1 have not been W’^anting to encourage 
thofe princes who h.avc been wronged by the Dutch, to recover 
thek own by force ; and, in ord^r thereunto, have aflifted the 
Bilhop of Munfler with a very great fum of ready money, and 
am to continue a fupply to him, who is now in the bowels of 
their country with a powerful army. Thcfe ilVues, which I 
may tell you have been made with very good condu£l and huf- 
^andry (nor indeed do 1 know that any thing hath been fpent 
that could have been well and fafely faved); I fay, this ex- 
^enfe will not fufler you to wonder, that the great fupply 
which you gave me for *this war in fo bountiful a proportion 
is upon the matter already fpent, fo that I muft not only expedt 
sn afliftance from you to cairy on this w'ar, but fuch an allill- 
^hce ^ may enable me to det«id myfclf and you againft a more 
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powerful- neighbour, if he (hall prefer the fricndlhlp of the 
Dutch before mine. 

% 

I told you, when I entered upon this war, that ! had not 
fuch a brutal appetite as to make war for war’s fake. ^ 1 am 
ftill of the fame mind ; I have been ready to receive any pro- 
poHtions that France hath thought fit to offer to that end ; but 
hitherto nothing hath been offered w'orthy my acceptance; nor 
is the Dutch lefs infolent; though I know no advantage they 
have but the continuance of the contagion. God Almighty, 
1 hope, will fliortly deprive them of that encouragement. 

The Chancellor will inform you of all the particulars. 


The Lord Chancellor's Speech, 

My Lords, and you the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, 
of the Houfe of Commons, 

King is not content, yoti fee^ to leave you to your- 
felves, to make a ftate of the war, and the fuccefs that 
hath attended it, by your own obfervation and the general coin- 
munication of all th.at hath fallen out, w’hich in truth hath left 
few men ignorant of any thing, who have had any curiofity 
to inform thcmfelves ;''but takes care that you be informed by 
himfelf, that you may know all that he knows, that fo you 
may be able to give him your counfel upon the cleared evi¬ 
dence. 

in order to this, it will not, I hope, be unreafonable or 
ungrateful to you, to refrcfli your memory, by looking 4 e«i€ 
years backwards, even to the time of-his Majedy’s happy rc- 
doration, that we may take the better profpedi of the podure 
we are now in, and how we have come into it. What in¬ 
clinations his MaJeSj brought home with him to live in amity 
with his neighbours of Holland, though he had received in¬ 
dignities enough from them, and in truth had been little lefs pro- 
feribed there than he had been in England, needs no other 
jnanifedation, than that he chofe that place to embdtk himfelf 
in, when he was preffed by the two neighbour king$, from 
whom he iud received mote civilities, to have made ufe of 
their ports. 

It cannot he denied but that his deception in Holland was 
with great civility and ludre, and a fufficiettt evidence that 
they had a full fenfe of the liigh honour his Majefty had vouch- 
fitfed to them, and- the departure from thence was with equal 
and mutual fari'sfadlion in each other; which made many men 
the more wonder, that, albeit the atnbafTadors who were'to fol¬ 
low had been nominated befoie ihrKing left the Hague,'there 
I was 
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, Was So long an interval before their arrival hete, that the tvra 
neighbour kings and many other prints had (inifhed their 
emballies of congratulations, before we had heard any more 
from the Unittd jProvincts. 

You all remember how long it wd!s before the armies were 
dilbanded, and the fleets paid off, during which time his Ma» 
jelly lived tipnn his credir, and eallly contradlcd a great debt, 
for the me *e iiioport of himfelt and his houlhold, which was 
not fo eal ly o iv I,.irged afterwards. There was one thing 
that exceedingly furprifed him, when he found (which will be 
incredible to poftcrityj that a triumphant nation, that had 
made itfelf terrible to Chriftendom, by having fought more 
battles than all the neighbour kingdoms and Ifates together 
had ever done in lb few years, and feemed to be in a pollure 
ready to fight them over again, that had fo long reigned over the 
ocean in formidable fleets, fhould, at the time of his Ma- 
jefty’s h appy return, as if on the fudden all tlicir arms had 
been turned into plough-ftiarcs, and their fvvords into priming- 
hooks, not have in all the magazines, in all the itores, arms 
enough to be put into tlie*hands of five thoufand men, nor 
pfovilion enough to fet out ten new fhips to fca ; which his 
Majefty did uot defirc IhoulcTbc known to his bell neigh¬ 
bours, how little foever he fufpecled fheir affedlions, nor did 
indeed fo much as make it known to his Parliament; but made 
it his firft care, without the leafl noife, and with all ima¬ 
ginable fliifts, to provide for the full fupply of thofe impor¬ 
tant magazines and Itores, which have been ever fince re- 
piMuihed as they ought to be. 

He had not the lealt imagination, that any of his neighbours 
would wantonly affect to interrupt the happy calm that he and 
themfelves enjoyed; and therefore refolvei^to retrench the vail 
expenfe of the navy, under which he f?j<rhu*the nation even to 
groan, and out of that good hufbandry to provide for more 
neceflTary dilburfements. Yet, that the world might not think 
that he had abandoned the ocean, and that the memory of the 
glorious aflions the Englilh had fo lately performed upon it 
might not vanilb in an inflant, after he had provided fuch a 
guard as the narrow feas never ought to be without, in the 
fpring he font a ftrong fleet againft the pirates of Algiers and 
Tripoli (who had grown, to that ftrength and boldnefs that 
they interrupted the whole trade of Chriftendom) as the only 
enemies he would chlife to have. 

It was a defign of great glory and equal expenfe, crowned 
in the end by God Almighty with the fuccefs we could wifti, 
and with an entire fubmifTiMi to the Englilh flag, and as great 
iecurity to all, his Majefty \fubje(Sls in their trade as the en- 
; * gagement 
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glagemcnt and honour of infidels can give; and this agree- 
knent ratified with all formality (the like v licrced hud neve/ 
been before 1 by the grdat l urk. 

Hereupon the King again renewed his for ri fut" 

ther retreiichincnt of his naval expenfc, "V. ; !o the, icifcning 
the guard in the narrow fcas, his mcr' lir. . in al! place;': re¬ 
ceiving lefs interruption in their trade ti;an they had in any 
former lime undergone, until he received iiitelegcnce from the 
Straits, that the failhlefs people ot Vigitrs, who had fo 
lately fiibniitied to him, had comniiiied new infolencies 
upon fomc of his fiibjcfts, or rather upon foreign perfons 
taken by his fubjeils into tlieir protedfiohe, and winch the 
Turks pretended the) miglit do without violation of the treaty. 
But his Majcfty, rcfolving to admit none ot thofe elucidations^ 
loft no time in fending a new flroi'.g fleet into the Mediterra¬ 
nean fea, to chaftife thofe perfidious pirates ; and after a 
chargeable war made upon them for near or full twelve 
months, and after having taken feverai of their fhips from 
them, and upon the matter blocking them up in their harbours, 
he received a fecond fiibmiftion from them, with better'and 
more advantageous conditions ihan the former. 

I muft not omit one circnmftance, that about this time the 
Dutch, who received m'lich more prejudice and damage from 
the Turks than the Englifh had done, befoMght his iVIaJefty, 
that he would once more fend a fleet into thofe fcas agaiuft 
thofe pirates, and that it might upon all occafions join with, 
one they were likcw'ifc ready to fend out to the fame Chriftian 
end, and for the extirpation of thofe fea robbers ; and w4!}«Hr 
a very fhort time after the Englifh fle«t was gone, they like- 
wife fent De Ruyter with a gfaod fleet thither, which was fo 
far from any conjunftion with us, that when our fhips chace4 
any Algier men ntSr ,^cm, they never offbred to obftrjidt 
their flight, but qutcklyv made it manifeft that rather 
brought money with theth to buy a dlflionourablb and difad- 
vantageous peace, than to make, a war upon them. ' 

Matters itanding thus, the Kin^s fleet being gbne into the 
Straits againft the Turkifti pifates, and there remaining few 
fhips. in the narrQw fcas, we began every flay to hear of de¬ 
predations by the Dutch upon our mefcrhaiits in all patts. 
Inftead of delivering up,the ifland of Polfcfoone Jn the Eaft* 
Indies, as by the treaty they ought to have dbricj> they by fhexr 
naval power in thofe parts; hindeted dbf fhipsfrbm taking irf 
their lading of fuch mercHandife as the faftbrs ftid provided^pd 
made ready for their freight, upon ^etence th^ thofe pbrts whett 
the mcrchandife was ready to be embarked Wete in the domini¬ 
ons. of fomc princes who they had declared to be their enettiles, 
VoL. I. ■ I * and 
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and fo they would not fufFer any traffic to be maintained with 
them ; and they publilhed the like declaration, and challenged 
the fame fovereignty, in Africa, and'by virtue thereof would 
not fufFer our fliips to trade upon that coaft, where we had a 
trade long before the Dutch had any footing in ihofe parts. 

Thefe infolci cicR made that noife in the worlu, that the 
Englilh merchants felt the eilefls of it in all places, till it 
reached the cars of the Parliament, which in April was 
twelve montiis prebnted the fame to his Majelly, and befought 
him that he would take fome fpeedy and effeClual courfe for 
the redrefs of thofe wiongs, diflionours, and indignities, which 
Avere the greattlf obftrvnStions of our trade ; and declared, that 
in the profeention tlicreof, they would with their lives and 
fortunes alliif his Majefly againtt all oppolltion whatfoever. 

My Lord's and Gentlemen, 

You very vtcll remember, that thougli his Majefly w'as very 
Avell pleafed with thjj ^rcat zeal you ihewed for tlic advance¬ 
ment of trade, he was far from refolving to make a war upon 
the warmth of that declamtion *, but told you, tliat he would 
examine and pcnife the particular complaints which had been 
reprefented to his Parliament, and w’ould thereupon demand 
julUce and reparation from the Stales General; w hich demand 
he appointed his minifter refiding there to make in a fhori 
time after. What efFe£l that candid way of proceeding found, 
is enough known to the world : inflcad of other application, 
the^ declared thcmfcivcs wonderfully offended with ilie decla¬ 
ration of the Parliament, with many infolent exprclTions, 
fiiifablc to the manners of a commonwealth. They gave 
prefent order for equipping a very great fleet, and the railing 
many land foldiers, making greater preparations for war than 
they had done in many years before. ^Tbcy had a complaint 
to his Majefty, that a captain of otic of the fliips which his 
Majefly had lent to the royal company had, in his voyage 
thither, taken a fort belonging to them, near Cape Verie, 
for which they demanded fatisfa£lion. The King aflured 
them, that he had not the leafl commiflion or authority from 
him for fo doing; that he expelled him home very fpccdily, and 
then he fliould be fure to undergo that punllhmcnt which the 
nature of his offence required, when the matter iliould be 
examined; an^ they fliould be fure to receive full reparation. 
This fatisfled them not; but, in a great fury, they rcfolvcd 
to fend forth a flrong fleet to Guinea, and granted a commiflion 
(which they took care to publifli) to the commander in chief, 
to make war upofi the Englilh in thofe parts, and to do them 
all.the mifehief they could^ 
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The Jving found liinifelf now obliged, in what jfli‘aight 
foever, to jprovitle for the protection of his fubjeCts in th^ 
parts, and for the fijpport of that trade, which, I doubt, is 
nor enough taken to heart, and the value thereof not enough 
underllooJ ; and, in order thereunto, with great fpecd, caufed 
thet to be made n idy for that expedition, under the com- 
('f his lii/hricf Prince Riipcrt, who was under fail for 


the 
P' nil 


tjc, when his Majc'ty found it necetfary to ftop the 
j'lr'iicT profeciition of it, upoi. good intelligence ihat 


' I'- f >m< h h.,'l ipp.'o.r'd their adiiiiral, with a Heel ot hfly 
fei! <( coavoy ;1 k’ oil.er |h-et defigned *or Guinea through the 
Cha;.*i.j. ;,i conuiit})' of his riLgcfty. who had a very fmall 
fleet in lea Ini. s; and that i)e Ruyter was liivcM ife f( ut out of 
the Straights, tnun profccuting the Turks, to make war upon 
the Englifli in Guinea, when at the fame time they had ear- 


ncflly pi died the King, upon many proGtl 'Uis of defire to 


prevent a war, that PiiiM-r Ruj. r- . 
as theirs fhould do, till ^ m- an. 


I .l•l ’h. d.tv in harbour, 
,1 ! 1 i tnufid for an 


accommodation of all djH'e.-.nces^ and, in Ciuih, '.uis very 
diflicnlt itratagem, of pretending one thing and intending 
another, of promifmg with all folemnby and never refolving 
to perform, of fwcaring this day not to do a thing, when they 
had ferved their turn by having done it yefterday, that nobody 
could know, is the higheft pinnacle of their wifdom of flate, 
by which they govern their affaire, and dt’udc their neigh¬ 
bours. 


The winds were not favourable to this triuu'phant deflgn. 
And now the King found the value of the vote and uec‘a?a-»' 
tion of his Parliament; it was a rich a«d a mafly vote, which 
in a (hort time he coined into two hundred thoufand pounds 
ready money, in the chamber of the city of London, with 
which he gave ordtfr"fo.ihwdth to make ready more Ihips; and 
the Duke going himfcl\to the fleet, by his indefatigable in- 
duftry, with incredible ej^edition, added fo many good (hips 
to thofe under the comjr^nd of Prince Rupert, that in No¬ 
vember he put himfelf on board the fleet, rcfolving to flop the 
Dutch, if the wind gave them leave to purfue their former re- 
foliition, which, from the time the Duke was known to be at 
fea, they fairly declined, and Were content rather to be fafe 
in their owui harbouilfs, than to look to the fecurity of their" 
merchants. It was fhigh time now to feize upon a^ many of 
their (hips as came in our way, to fatisfy the damages wc had 
reafon to believe we fliould fuftain from De Ruyter’s expe¬ 
dition into Guinea with the commiffion mentioned before; 
but there w'as not the lading of ony (hip fold, or difpofed of, 
till his Majefty received full informr.doD of De Ruyter’s having 
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to run the war upim the coaft of Africa, by fcizing upon our 
l^s, taking our forts, and committing all the ads of hoftility 
which his new commilTion direded him unto ; his Majefty like- 
wife at the fume time receiving new advertifement of their 
refufal to deliver up the ifland of Poleroone to him, which they 
were bound to by their treaty. And will you not wonder, 
after all thi<, at the confidetict of tlicfe men ; and more, that 


any neighbour prince iliotild have that conlidcnce in them, as 
to declare, that the King our mailer is the aggreflbr, that he 
firft began the war r 

From this time the war began to be more in carncfl, and to 
he carried on at another expenfe. Though his Royal Highnefs 
ventured himfclf in November, in a fleet confillingof little 
more than fifty (hips, to flop the Dutch from palling through 
the Channel, y«.t, in April (which was within few days after 
youf prorogation at the end f)f your laft ftilion) he w'ent again 
to fea, with a ivuch llwjnger fleet, and more proportionate 
to the great pn parations the enemy had made ; and even after 
he w as gone to R-a, upon^ great additions of llrength cA'ery 
day made by trie Dutch, more good fliips W'cre fent to rein¬ 
force the fleet; infomuch as, ^ipoii that glorious third of June, 
when they had the courage to vilit otir coafls, after the Duke 
had in vain called upon them at their own doors, and took 
many of their nicrchants fliips in their fight, the Englifli fleet 
confifled of very few lefs than one hundred fail. Tlic adlion 
and bleiling of that day have been celebrated in all the churches 
in England, and in the hearty devotions of all true Kngliflr- 
and therefore I fhall fay no more of it here, favc only, 
that whethA the publicfjoy then, even upon the folemn thankf- 
giving-day, was fuperior to the univerfal conflernation that 
fpread itfelf over the nation before, I anneal to the breads of 
all here prefent. We, who had th(^ Ttonour to be near the 
King at that time, obferved him to be in that agony that can¬ 
not be exprelfed, an agony himfclf could not have long eu- 
chired, even w'hen, by all the. intelitgence he received hourly 
from the coafl, he had rcafon to afliire himfclf of the viftory. 
tn that great aclion, wc funk, burned, and took, eighteen 
good fhips of war, whereof half were the bed they had, with 
the lofs of one flngle fmall fliip of ours, but of many noble 
and gallant perfons, of too much valut to be ventured (if 
there had not* been a greater venture) a^infl fuch trafh, and 
whofc memories ought ever to be prefervPj, and extolled, and 
made prcciOTS to pofterity. No diligence was omitted, hut all 
imaginable exp.edirion ufed, in refrcfhing, repairing, and fet- 
ting out the fleet again ; ifj order to which, the King himfelf 
«iadc a journey thither, ai\d ftaid till he fa>y all ready and fi.t 
‘ ' 4 . * to 
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to fail but then, no intreaty, no importunity, could prevail 
with him to venture his brother again, though his -family and 
all preparations for the voyage were ftill on board. HisMa- 
jefty too well remembered, and ftill fel^ the imprellions he 
had undergone the third of June; and having got his brother, 
into his arms again, he would not return without him, com* 
mitting the charge of the fleet to the Earl of Sandwich,, who 
had adled fo good a part in it. 

Within few days after, the beginning of July, the Earl of 
Sandwich went again to the coalt of Holland, with a fleet in 
no degree inferior with the former, and rode before the 
Texel, to invite the Dutch to a new engagement, they having 
ufed all the arts at home to conceal the lols and di(honour 
they had undergone, and pretended to be very ready and foli- 
citotis for another battle, wlicn there W'as no appearance of 
their purpofc 10 come out : and, upon furc intelligence that 
the Eail India fleet was coming about by the north, he received 
orders to go for Norway, upon fuCh,encouragement as was 
not made good: fo that he was difappointed of the expefta- 
tion he had very reafonably carrtecl with him thither, and at 
a feafoij when that climate gives little encouragement to abicife 
in thofe fca.s, I am not yet io*enlarge upon that matter, tilt 
we hear a better accoui^t from feme of our friends ; however, 
though he could not meet with their \vhoIe fleet as he endea¬ 
voured to do, yet he hath had the good fortune, in tv\'o en¬ 
counters, to take eight of their great (hips of war, two of 
their belt Eall India fl)ips, and about twenty of their mef- 
chant (hips, all under tlie protection of their fleet, or ougbfc 
to have been ; and was then, by tenyjcfl, and other reafons 
which no v ifdom of his could prevent, obliged to put into our 
own harbours. 

I do not mentif..'! * great number of prifoners. wo liave 
taken, an army of pri^ners, who in truth do us more harm 
at land than ever they (fkl at Tea ; and are a charge tliat never 
fell under our cltim^c ai^ computation. I would not be un¬ 
derflood, that vve Iiad Entered upon a war and never thought 
of prifoners, and .fick and w'ounded men ; but that the prifon* 
ers and w'ounded ^en Oiould bring upon us fo prodigious an 
expenfe, and of which we can yet fee no bottom, infomuch as 
in one place, I thinlcCoIcheftcr, that charge comes to twelve 
liimdred pounds the^cek ; I fay, fuch an expqjtfe never came 
into our computation. 

The King tells you, he hath enabled the Prince and Bifhop 
of Munfler to demand juftice from thofe who have fo noto* 
rioufly opprclfcd hiiA with fuch outrageous circumftances of 
infolence and fcorrt a? are enough know^n to the world; and he 
• J 3^ Hath 
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hath demanded !t bravely, in fuch an equipage as hath not been 
made for little money, in which he can take as well as alk 
fatisfa£tion. 

After all this, fir^ce there is a juftice due to the worft ene¬ 
mies, we muft do them this right, that they do not at all 
feem weary of the war, they do not difeover ihe Icaft inclina¬ 
tion td peace. 

• It is true, the French King hath offered his mediation ; 
and truly, if he intends no more than a mediation, it is an 
office very worthy the moft Chrillian King. I wilh \vi»h all 
my heart that (as a mediatorj he would make equal propofitions, 
or that he would not fo importunately prefs his Majeliy to 
confent to thofe he makes, upon an inllancc and argument 
that he holds himfelf engaged by a former treaty (of \s!iich 
we never heard till fince the beginning of this war, and had 
fome reafon to have prefumed the contrary) to afVilt the Dutch 
with men and money if his Majelty doth not confent. 

His Majefty tells yuu, that he hath not an appetite to make 
war for wear’s fake, but will be always ready to make fuch a 
peace as may be for his honour and the inteicft of his fubjcdls; 
and, no doubt, it will be a great trouble and grief to him, to 
find fo great a prince, towa'^rds whom he hath mantfclUd fo 
great an affediion, in conjundion with his enemies. Yet even 
the apprehenfion of fech a war will not terrify him to pur- 
chafe a peace by fuch coticeffions as he would be afhamed to 
make you acquainted w'ith ; of w'hich nature you will calily 
believe the propofitions hitherto made to be, when you know 
that the releafe of Poleroone in the Eaft Indies, and the dc- 
molifhing the fort of Cabo Corfo upon the coaft of Guinea, 
are two, which w'ould be, upon the matter, to be content 
with a very vile trade in the Eafl: Indies, utrdcr their contioiil, 
and with none in Guinea; and yet tHi^are not propofitions 
unreafonable enough to pleafe thc^' Dutch, who reproach 
France for interpofing for peace, ini'.tcad of aflifting them in 
the war, boldly inlifling upon the irivan'^age the contagion in 
London and fome other parts of theVindom gives them ^ by 
which, they confidently fay, the King wdll- be no longer able 
to maintain a fleet againfl them at fea, and aLif God Almighty 
had fent this heavy vifitation upon the kingdom on their be¬ 
half, and to expofc it to their malice andyinfolence. 

They load ws with fuch reproaches ajf the civility of no 
other language will admit the relation, ^'he truth is, they 
have a dialeft of rudenefs fo peculiar to ‘their language and 
'their people, that it is high time for all Ungsand princes to 
oblige them to fome rcforqpation, if they intend to hold cor- 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Yon fee in what pofturc wc ftand with reference, to our 
neighbours abroad, who are ojur declared Ynemics. Their 
malice and adlivity to make others declare thcmfelves fo too, 
the great preparations they make, and even declarations that 
they will have another battle, towards which they have in rea- 
dinefs an equal number of new, greater, and better fliips than 
thofe they have loll, furnifht.d ^^ith larger and greater artillery ; 
lb that, if they were to be manned with any other nation than 
their own, they might be worthy our apprelienlion. What 
preparations arc to be made on our part, you can beft judge. 

1 have fully obeyed the command that was laid upon me, in 
making you this plain, clear, true narrative of what hath 
palfcd. 1 have no order to make refledlion upon it, nor any 
dcdudlion from it. The King liimLli hath told you, that the 
noble unpara leled fupply ycj have already given him is upon 
the matter fpeni; fpent w'ith ail the sniimadverfions of good 
huJbandry that the nature of the alFair will bear. What is 
more to be done he leaves entirely to your own ;,<enerousunder- 
(landings.; being not more aifuredof any thing that is to come 
in this world, than that the lit.ne noble indignation for the ho¬ 
nour of the King and the nation, that firlt provoked you to in¬ 
flame the King himfelf, 'will continue the fame pallion ftill 
boiling in youi loyal brealls ; that all the world may fee, 
which they hoped never to have I'ecn, that never prince and 
people \>ere fo entirely united In their alrc£lioi'.r, ter their true, 
joint, infeparable honour, as the only lore, infallible expedi¬ 
ent to pielcrvc their diftindf fcveral intirclls. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Having yet only'^pretnted yon a fhort view of your foreign 
enemies, it may not bt^ltogether unfeafonable that you take 
a little ptofped: of thofe\at home; thofe unquiet and rcftlefs 
fpirits in your own^bo^ls, upon whofe infidelity, I doubt, 
your enemies abr^d Kave more dependence than upon their 
own fleets. I mtifl: appeal to every one of your obfervations, 
w hether the cousAnances of thefe men have not appeared to 
you more ere£led, mire infolent, in all places, fince the be¬ 
ginning of this wary than they were before. In w'hat readi- 
nefs they were, i^my misfortune had befaHen the King's 
fleet, (which they promifed thcmfelves,} to have brought the 
calamity into your ^elds and into your houfes, is notorioitfly 
known. 

The horrid mt^derers of our late roytil mafter have been 
received into the; raoft fecrct counfels in Holiand ; and other 
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infamous f roftitutcd perfons of our nation are admitted to a 
fhare in the conduct of th9ir affairs, and maintain their cor¬ 
respondence here,, upon liberal allowances and pcnlions. Too 
many of Juis Majefty’s fubjeds, who were lent by this crown 
to affift and defend this ungrateful ilaie againll their enemies, 
have been miferably wrought upon, for the keeping a vile 
mean fublillencc, rather than livelihood, to renounce their alle¬ 
giance, and becoaie enemies to their native country ; feme of 
whom have wantonly put themfelves on board the enemy’s 
fleet, without command or oflicc, purely out of appetite and 
delight to rebel againll their King, and to worry their country. 
It is great pity thefe men Ihould not be taught, by fome exem¬ 
plary brand, that their allegihncc is not circumicribed within 
life four feas; but that they have obligations upon them of 
djjty and loyally towards the King, in what part foever of the 
Vforld they Ihall inhabit. 

Their friends at home, impatient of long delays for the 
fji^ceifes they had prontiled themfelves, and lor the fuccours 
which others had promifed to fend to them, made do doubt of 
doing the bufinefs themfelves, if they could appoint but a 
I^cky day to begin the work j and you had heard of them in 
all places upon the third of the'laft month (their fo much cele¬ 
brated third of September.) if the great vigilance and indefa¬ 
tigable induftry of the good geneial, who is always aftivc for 
the King’s fafety and the peace of the kingdom, had not two 
days before apprehended the feditioiis leaders, and given adver- 
tifements for the feciiring others in molt parts of the king¬ 
dom j by the confejfions of many of whom, their wicked de- 
flgn is enough manifefttrd, and ready forjuftice; yet fome of 
the principal perfons are not yet taken, and fome others got 
themfelves refeued after they were apprehended. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, / 

Let it not, Ibefeech you, be faid /f us, what was hereto¬ 
fore faid of the fenate of Rome, wlKn thW were profperous 
enough, and when they had obtainetNgr^er vidlories over 
their enemies abroad than we have done, Eivellentibus ingetiiis 
ehfus dejult ars, qua civem regant^ quatn qua hifkm perdanU Let 
not thpfe fcorpions be kept w arm in ourpofoms till they fling 
ns to death : let not thofe who hate the goiprnment, would de- 
flroy the governtnent, be flieliercd under tr|p ftiadow and pro- 
teiElion of the government. 

It is pofliblp, and God knows, it is but that.fome 

men, who are not friends to thi.s or that p^t of the govern- 
haent, (for you are not to believe that theV always difeover 
what in truth they aj e nioft angry with,} whq would not buy 
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fhofe aUcrations they moil defire at the price of a civil war* 
they would bring it fairly about, wait for a godly Parliament, 
and do aU by their confent: yet thofe perfons rauil not take it 
ill that we cannot defire they Ihould ever have ii in their power 
to bring thofe alterations to pafs, by thefe means they now 
feem to abhor; and I do heartily wifli, I aiu fare they will 
not be the worfe men nor the worfe fiibjeds for it, that they 
would a little refle^l upon what is part, remember how much 
they have outdone, more than they intended to have done i 
nay, what they heartily abhorred the thought of doing; and 
they will then find, the only way to preferve themfelves inno¬ 
cent is to keep their minds from being vitiated by the firft im- 
preffioiis, by jealoufies, murmurings, and repinings, and abovp 
all, by their converfations with thofe men, or indulgence to¬ 
wards them, who would facrifice the peace of the kingdom 
their own ambition, pride, and even to their humour. 

If you carefully provide for the fupjirelfing your enemies at 
home, which will put you to little othe^ expenfe that) of cou¬ 
rage, conftancy, and circumfpedlion, you will find your,ene¬ 
mies abroad lei's exalted, and in a (Tiort time more inclined to 
live in amity with you than to make war upon you, efpecially 
when they fee you do in hello pads gcrcre negottum ; and that 
you take the carrying on the war to heart, as the beft and the 
only expedient to produce a happy and an honeft peace. 


Speech hy the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons^ OSi, 31-, 1665. 

May It pleafe yonr moft Excellent Mtqefty, 

'T'HE knights, citizens, and burgelfcs of the Commons 
^ Houfe of Parli7.:nent, in obedience 10 your Majefty’s writ 
of adjournment, came L|iccrfully to this city ot Oxlord, to re¬ 
ceive your royal commands. And when your Majefty was 
pleafed to fpeak to t|icm,\and acquaint them with your 
expenfes this fum^r, i»nd the continuing infolencies of the 
Dutch, they were fo inflamed w ith an ailedion and zeal for 
your Majefly’s fervjicpf that they could not fuffer the lead pun£io 
of time to pafs, byorJ they had made a return foitable to their 
engagements, that th(w would ailid your Majedy with their 
live and fortunes, ag^nd the Dutch, or any others tliat Ihould, 
ulfid them in oppofit/on of your Majefty : 


Jiuraque 


-l^Tlhi ttosf tiht mfira fuppelUx, 
Jervierhit* 


The. 
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The Englifhman ufcth to fpeak as he writes, and thc*Engli(Ii 
Parliament to fpeak as they think. No feciirity upon earth 
can be greater than the engagement of your two Hoiifes 
of Parliament, - Sed qtdd verba audianiy dum fafia v'ldcam ? 
As a demonftration of their fidelity, I am commanded to pre- 
fent nnto your Majefty this bill, whereby they have given you, 
for a prefent fupply, tw'clve hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, 
to he levied in two years, to begin from Chrifimas next, by 
quarterly payments, added to the former royal aid. 

And, to the end your Majefty’s occahons may be fupplied 
Wfivh ready money before tliis additional aid can be raifed, wc 
have by this bill prepared an undoubted fccurity for alt fuch 
perfons as ihall bring their money into the public bank of your 
exchequer : as the rivers do naturally empty themfclvcs into the 
fea, fo wc hope the veins of gold and filvcr in this nation will 
plentifully run into ibis ocean, for the maintenance ol your 
^Majefly’s juil fovereignty on the leas. 

Great Sir, 

When firft we bvfcught yV>ur MajcHv to corredl the infolen- 
c’tes, and to repair your fuhjecls againll the rapines of the 
Dutch, we did real'onably fu^pole, that the julticc of your 
Majelty’s demands would at lealthavc had a fair and iugenuous 
reception ; but the Dutch rcfolved, with Machiavtl, to keep 
by force what they had got by wrong, and to return thcii an- 
fwer by the thundering voice ol their cannon. The great 
God of Hods, to w'hom vengeance belongs, hath eminently 
appeared in your Majefty’s tjuarrcl, and fliarply rebuked the 
infolencc of that prouti people, whole heart is hardened even 
to deftru£lion. 

It is true, our fins do cry aloud, as well as theirs ; but God 
is plcafcd in mercy to correct us himfdf, Vhilft by our hands 
he doth punifti them, and make thety fly before us. I hope 
this mercy will invite us to a nation^ repentance : and if God 
be with us, who then can be againlt VP ? v 

We cannot: but take notice of the iKfdi^ defection of Tome 
Englifti fugitives, who have traitcroufly jfviintjJ with the Dutch, 
both in their councils and adlions, agalnltl, 4 ^our Majefty and 
this their native country. We therefore|^ha\e prepared a bill, 
whereby they arc enjoined to return by a..da)^ and anfwcr the 
law ; or elfe they Ihall be attainted, and otifubjedl; to the pains 
and penalties of condemned traitors. 

It hath been an old obfcrvalion, ThaJ fcandaloiis livings 
** make fcandalous minifters and this rr|oft frequently falls 
out in cities and corporate town.s, where ara little or no predial 
; and therefore the preachers, for mcrc^^ixant, arc forced 
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to chaot fuch fuch tunes as may beft pleafc the rich men in 
tbcsr pariflies : tor prevention of this for the futtire, there is » 
bill pri-piii cd, for the uniting of fmall churches and chapels in 
cities and towns corporate by the confent of the patron, re- 
ferving all other parochial rites diftin^f as they were before. 
This being a time wherein your Majefty needs great' fup- 
plies, we held it our duty to eafe the people in fome unnc'i?f- 
fary expenfes ; and therefore we have prepared a bill for the 
more effedtual proceeding upon diitreiles and avowTies for 
rents; another to avoid circuity of actions; and a,third to 
leflTen the charge of unncccifary fuits in law : there is an ancient 
fee received in your Majelty’s courts of law, called damage clear, 
or damna tlerlcoy unif which is the tenth penny of fuch damage, 
as are there recovered in many aclioiis. This was firft intro¬ 
duced for the encouragement of clerks, to employ theinfelves 
to the ftiuly of drawing fpccial pleadings, which are grown fo 
familar by the difufc of real adlions, that the fee now is, 
looked upon as a grievance, ef|3cci'a!ly» when the plaintiff is 
forced to pay it upon the llgning ot his judgment ; and per¬ 
haps the defendant is not able to anfwer any part of the exe¬ 
cution : therefore wc have prepared a bill for the regulating of 
this for the prefent, aruKitter feven years to lake it quite away, 
Tacitus hath a faying, Such as arc falfc in their love, 
“ arc true in their hate and this rule wc find verified in our 
nonconformills. Whilft they were in the bofom ot the church 
of England, they were like inward vapours and inward bleed¬ 
ings, always oppreffmg and (Irangling the body of the church ; 
and now they are cjedled and excluded from their ininifterial 
fimdtion, they have more malice, ani no lefs opportunity to 
propagate their principles than they had before. Some of them 
are objedls of pi y. 'Elicy lubiTiiiieii their reafonto their lead¬ 
ers of a h'ghcr clalV, wlto tailed them in their hopes, and left 
them to the rigour ot ' the law. The*fe poor creatures have 
feen their error, and tcei.the nnart, and would live peaceably; 
but their jcfiiitical J-adii *s keep up their fpirits, and herd with 
them in cities aiyf ctftporate tovMis, where, by pretence of 
perfecuiion and l|;lMenial, they move the city of good-na¬ 
tured people, ancjjutit their charity keep tip their party, lef- 
fen the niaintciui^c <lf conforming ndui(lei‘«, and fpread their 
contagion anrfbligfl tl,ie youth of the nation; for the prevention 
of this growing mischief, we have prepared ^ Shibboleth, a 
left to diftinguifli a’r.ongft them, who will be peaceable and 
j^ive hopes oi future conformity, and who of malice and evil 
nifpofition remaininbdurate. The one we lhall keep amongft 
)is with all love ijid charity; the other we (hall exclude from 
/ cities 
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cities and corporate totvns, like thofe iliat have an infe^ious 
difeafe upon them. 

It is not ijnufual for the Commons, at the clofc of a fef- 
Con of Parliament, by their Speaker, to prefent a petition to 
tlieir fovereign; and, with your Majcfly’s leave, 1 am now 
conintanded that fcrvice. 

We do, with all humble thankfulnefs to God, acknowledge 
our great happinefs, that we are govtri'ed by a prince, whofc 
prudence in counfcl, wjiolc valour in artion, and wliofe fa¬ 
therly care in proti, “ion of his people, is eminent throitgh all 
the world: and it is not the lead mercy, both to your Majcfty 
and your people, that Gotl hath bleilcd you with a brother fo 
like yourfelt. 

The name of his Royal Highnefs is already enrolled amongft 

the heroes of other nations ; but this his native country had 

not fo great experience ot him, till your JVIajelly was plcaled 

in this fumircr's expedition to trull him wiili the condudl ol 

tire mod n'yal fieei that ever I'ailcd upon the Britilh fcas, 

wherein he ihcvvcd that prowefs, and that prudence, and, by 

the bleilintr of Almibrh’v as crowned with tliat Aicccfs 

« ^ *■ “ ^ > • 

^ainll the Dutch, that w'e cannot pals it by in lilciicc i and yet 

we are at a lofs how to expreTs our thanks both to your Ma- 

jefty and to him. 1 am commanded^ therefore, to befeccli 

your Majcdy, that you \\ili vouchfafe to let us make a prefent 

to yoi^ of a month’s tax, to come in the rear, after the four 

and twenty months of your Majelly’s royal aid ; and that your 

Majcfty will be pleafed to bellow it upon his Royal Highnefs. 

And now, great Sir, 1 have no more, but to bcfecch Al¬ 
mighty God, who haiii#fo mir.iculoully preferved your royal 
perfon and voiir two Houlls of Pailiamcnt, from all dekuefs 
and contagion, during this felllon, that he will be plcafed to 
fend health throughout the nation ; thanhe will crown all your 
deftgns againlt your enemies with viclory and fncccfs, and 
give your Majcfty a long and liappy ttign over us. 


This being ended, his Pv'Iajcfty made atV^t fpccch, to this 

effea : 

JTIS Majcfty told his two Houfes of Pa^iai^cn>, that he did 
not compliment with them, when he Ihoul*! i-.ll them, 
that they had done for him all that he couftl wilh they Ihould 
have done j and therefore thanked them heartily. 

His Majefty further faid, that he belicvccAthat no one there 
imagine that he would have called tlifcm hither at this 
^‘^cn an abfolutc necSritv for it. He 

thanked 
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thanked*ihcm with all h\s heart for their affc£lions IheWcd td 
him in this pi t font fupply; which, thouj'h it is not tobefuppofed 
that it can laii till the end of the time in w'hich it is to be raifedy 
(if the w'ar fltould fo long continue,) yet his Majefty faid, he 
could not expetft that his tw’o iloufes diould do more than 
they had done at this meeting, coniidtring the deadnefs of 
trade through the whole nation, by reafon of the contagion, 
which addeih to the many ftraits they have to druggie with. 
Anti his Majefty faid, that for their kiiKincfs to his brother, 
he tln'iiked them no lefs than if what they had done for his 
brother had been done for liiinfelf; he having deferved fo well 
of himfcH and the Avhtde nation. 

His Majefty told them, that it is probable they fhould not 
meet till April next ; br.t yet, left he might hat'e occafion for 
their alhftance fooner, hf Inul given order for the proroguing 
this Parliament but till Februnry next; and if there ftiould be 
no occafion of coming togetl'er ther^, he wtaild, by a procla¬ 
mation, give timely notice thereof; ancl'fo left the prorogation 
to be pronounced by the Lord Privy Seal. 


Then the Lord’Privy Seal fpoke to this elFt£l: 

My Lords, and you Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons, 

I T is his Majcfty’.s pleafnre, that this Parliament be pro¬ 
rogued to the twentieth day of FebruaiV next to the city of 
Weftminfter. And accordingly this Parlianitin is prorogued to 
the twentieth day of F'ebruary next. 


His Majfjlys moJt'^Graclous Speechf Sept. 21, 1666 . 

My Lords and Gontlcraen, 

T AM very glad tfh m/et fo many of you together again ; aftd 
God be thankett iJi our meeting together in this place. Lit¬ 
tle time hath pafi^Ti/ice we were almoft in defpair of having 
_^his place left us » ir.tet in. You fee the di final ruins, the fire 
ftlalh made ; ybB nothing but a miracle of God’s mercy could 
have pnifisKvd wdiai is left from the fame deftr«61ion. 1 need 
make no cxcufe to you for difpenfing with your attendance in 
April. I am confjjl^ent you all thanked me for it. The truth 
is, I defire to put you to as little trouble as I can ; and I cafi 
tell you truly, I ,Jcfire to put you to as little coft as is poflible. 
1 wifh with all heart that 1 could bear the W’hole charge of 
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this war tnyfelf, and that my fnbjeds fliould reap th« benefit 
of it to’hcinh-h rs. Bi > have two very great and pov\erl\il 
rntniiej, 'aIio ui. all the means they can, fair and toiil, to 
make ail the ui rid to eonenr with them ; and the war is moft 
charge..-!'-’, In' tha: corijtii -n, th.oi a;.} body thought it would 
have Kv.n. 1 neeil not teil you the ot this fiimmer, in 

■which (j J hath givfp o'- great rnccer'-', and no (|neftion the 
enemy li.i’.h nil'..'.'I!:‘''ru' griat .ilies. Aiul i( it liad picaled Ciod 
to hate withheid ii.ii late judgivent by hie, we had been in no 
ill condliion. 

You have given me very large frpplics for the carrying on 
the ■war. And vet I midi tell you, i; I h.'.d not, by aiiiici- 
pating mv own icvcmie, railed a very gnat (urn o* mtmey, 1 
had not be«.n able to luive itt out the licet ll.i- lail Ipring: and 
] have I'omc l Ope.'-, ujtoM the fame credit, to hi able to pay olV 
the great liiips a'« they e-'me in. ^ ou will eonlidtr what is to 
be done next, when \cu .'.re we!! informed of theexpenfe. And 
1 mild leave it to Vfio «v. rfdoni'?, to liiul out the bell expedients 
for the carrying on ’h:s war witli as little biiideti to ihe pioplc 
as is poinblc, I ihail .idd ho more, than to put you in imnd 
that our eiiPtuics a.e very inl'jb. n’ ; and if they wi're able this 
lad year to perfuade the;: imkfable pLo^dc, whom tliey millcad, 
that the contagion had lo waiLd the iration, and impoveriihed 
us, ih.1t wc would not i t able to fd out any fleet, how will they 
be exalted with tlii'. lail iir.powiilhmtnt of this city, and con¬ 
temn all reafonublc coudiilon.-j of peace ! and therefore I cannot 
doubt but you will or -vidc accordiiiglv. 


Ills Afujrjly s A'itjjt.yc tW Ihufc of Pecfs^ f^ht fleet to ihj 
Hot'Jc b) Lord /Ii Irtigton^ Dicmibir 15, ib66.* 

CH.4P.I.ES Rf.X. f 

tllS Majcfly is forry the diiTicuItic^'have been fuch, that the 
fiippiy he hoped Ict not yet *perfc£lcd. His Majeuy 
could wilh that the poilme ot his a^^iirs would permit the 
giving hi.s two Mf-uft 'i a lln'rt recefs ak Cfitiflinas; but, the 
feafon of the yc.ir being conlidercd, aiidtlH;^; much the netef- 
fary preparations agaiufl the fprii.g dtpcilds ”pon the difpatch 
of the fijpply he airure' himfelf is prepaiting v^.him, he can¬ 
not think it consilient wiih his lei vice andnhe puNlic J^^-iy, fo 
permit any adjournment, except tor the chief tclfival days, 
until that and the other moll public bills bet pcrfc^cd ; which 
he defires may be hadened, and wlfKli hislMajcfly (lioiild be 

• From thcjoi rr.ab of ilic Iluiift; of Lords, \ol . xii. p. 47. 
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glad, if,pof!ib 1 c*, might be finilhed by Chriftmas, as well for 
their cafe as for fiis (crvice. 

Given at the court at Whitehall, this 15th day of De¬ 
cember, j666. 


His A'lujtjly s Aftjjage to the Hoiifc of Commov^^ dd'ivered by 
Secretary Mot ice, December 166C.* 

Charles Rix. 

TJlS iMajtfly is forry, that the diHicuity his Hoiifc of Com- 
mons hath met with, hath detained them lb long, without 
perfeding his lupply. His Majelly cuuld wifli, that the pof- 
ture of his affairs would permit the giving his two Houles a 
fliort rccefs at Chriilmas ; btit the feafon f»f the year being con- 
ftdered, and how mud. the ueceilary preparations againft the 
fpring depend upon the dilpatch of the fnpply he alFurcs hina- 
felf is preparing for him, he cannot t/jii-ik it conlilk-nt with his 
fcrvice, and the public fafety, to permit any adjournment, ex¬ 
cept for the chief feflival days, lAiiil that and the other moft 
ptiblic bills be perfeded ; which he defires may be haftened i 
and which his iVIajefty fltould Be glad, if pnflible, might be 
linilhed by Chriftmas, As well for their cafe as for his own 
fer\ice. 

Given at the court at Whitehall, the 15th day of De¬ 
cember, i666. 


Speech of the Speaiet of the Heufe of CemmonSy January 18, 

1666. 

May it plcafc your moft Excellent Majcfly, 

CINCE the two Houfes of Parliament, by your Majelly*s 
command, were lafl convened, they have with great care 
infpeded the ft ate of the kingdom; they tindyour Majefty en¬ 
gaged in a lharp ct^ftly W'ar, oppofed by mighty princes and 
llatcs, that arc in . oiyundicn againll us. They fee with for- 
row the grcatcll p fyo^' your metropolitan city buried in alhes. 
Thefe arc ardua rSni indeed, and lit only for the advice of a 
■+^al Parliamcm;,» Bi.t, Sir, looking narrowly into things, we 
_b<V»y politic entering into a confumption ; our trea- 
lures, that^c the linews of war, and the bond of peace, as 
much exhaufted; the great aids which arc given to your Ma¬ 
jefty for the inalnichancc of the war are but like the blood in its 


• Fionj the Jourijals of the Houfe of Commons, vol. viii. p. 663. 
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CfTctilation, which will return again, and nourifli^ all the 
parts: but a great deal is yearly tiaiifportcd in fpecie into 
F rance, to bring home apes and peacocks ; and the bcfl returns 
are but fnperlliiities and vanities: we have therefore nnani- 
tnoufly belought your Majcfly to flop this ilftic of blood ; and 
wc hope your Majellv’s moft feafonabk* and gracious proclama¬ 
tion will prevent the tiiturc expiraticni of thefe ipirits. 

have likewifc been alarmed fn^m all parts ot the king¬ 
dom, by the infolencie-s r)f popilh pridls and jefiiits, who, by 
theirgreat numbers, attd bold writing'', declaietoall the worKI, 
they are in cxpcdlation of a plentiful harvclt here in England; 
but your Majcdy, by your graciotis anl'wcr to the defire of 
both your Houfes, your command for all otticers and loldiers in 
your Majclly’s pay to lake tlic oaths ot allegiance and fupre- 
inacy, and your proclamation for ilic departute of priells and 
jefuits out of this nation, Itave in a great meafurc feenred us 
againftthofc fears. 

When your Majefty*w'tis plcafed, at the opening of this fcf- 
fion of Parliament, to fpeak to ns, you commanded us to bnd 
out the belt expedients we doiild, for carrying on the war with 
as little burden to the pet»pie as was polFiblc. 

The kniglits, citizens, a^td biirgclfes of the Commons 
Hoiife of Parliament, have iiuitilli ieinflv applied thcmfelvcs to 
the confidtration of this matter. They quickly refolved on a 
fupply for your Majefty, fnitablc to your occanons, of eighteen 
hundred thoiifand jiounel.,: hut it hath taken much of their time 
fo to lay this aid, that it may not feem a burden. A little 
weight lying ahva\s ujjon one Ihouhler will at length becon'ic 
uncafy ; but being Ihijte-d fometimes to the other fliouklcr, 
there will be fomc rcfrelliment. 

The grcaicrt part of the taxes that have been raifed thefe fix 
andtw'enty years were laid upon oiir lands, which made us de¬ 
lire to give them feme reft : we have therefore prepared a poll 
bill; whereby vre have brought in all forts of perfon'^, profef- 
lions, and pcrional eftatts, to give their affiftance to \(n;r Ma- 
jefty, and to cafe the land tax : v 

Afuho) am Alati'.bn^ grenu/c om^s. 

This bill w'e hope, will fpmlilv bring in a\nfideiable fum of 
ready money, for your Majefty’s prefent ufc>-', X 

W"e have likfWile taken care for fuppljing tlic^j^jp^jt-fider of 
the eighteen liiindrcdthonfan'l poumls by another bill remaining 
with us, which in a fliott time will be ready to be brcfenicd to 
ymr Majefty. 

The better to ( rablc ynur M.iji fly’s good ftibjciSlsto pay ihcfc 
r:vcral aids, ai.d v\ith checrlulnefs to fitpply vour Majefty’s fu¬ 
ture 
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tkire oci:afions> thought it neceflary to remove a liiiifance oat 
of their way. The infinite number of foreign cattle that were, 
daily imported did glut our markets^ and bring down the prices 
both of* home-bred cattle and our lands; therefore we have 
prepared a bill for the prohibiting of any foreign cattle for feven 
years. 

We find yotir Majefty’s mint is not fo well employed as for¬ 
merly ; and the reafon is, becaiife the fees and wages of the of¬ 
ficers and workmen is in part paid out of the bullion that is 
brought to be coined, and.what is w'anting is made up by your 
Majefly. We have-, therefore, for the eafe of your .Majefty 
and tliofc that lhall bring in any plate or bullion to be coined 
there, made another provMon, by an impofition upon wines, 
brandy, and cyder, imported from any foreign nations. 

Having given your Majefly this fhort account at prefent, we 
lhall, w ith your leave, return to perfcdl thofe bills that flill re¬ 
main with us; and we hope fo to finifh them to your Majefty's 
fatisfadlion, that all yotir M.ijclty's enemies, both at home and 
abroad, may fee and fttl the eifedts of this blelfed correfpondence 
between our gracious King and his loyal Pailiament. 


Afterwards his Majefly made this fpcech following; 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE now palfcd your bills; and I was in 'Tood hope to 
have had other bills ready to pafs too. I cannot forget, that 
within few days after your coming together in September, both 
Houfes prefented me with their vote ard declaration, that they 
would give me a fupply proportionable to my occaiions; ana 
the confidence of this made me anticipate that fmall part of my 
revenue which was unanticipated for the payment of the fea- 
mcn: and my credit hath gone farther than I had reafon to 
think it would; but ’tis now at an end. 

This is the firfl day 1 have heard of any money towards a 
fupply, being the idth of January; and what this will amount 
to, Ciod knows ; and what time I have to make fuch prepara¬ 
tions as arc nccclfai /'to meet three fuch enemies as 1 have, you 
^n well enough /udge; and I muft tell you, what difeourfes 
fSa^atarc abrofid,^ 1 am not in any treaty; but, by ihe grace of 
God, I SJvSiMot give over myfelf and you, but will do what is 
in njy power for the defence of myfelf and you. *Tis hi^ time 
for you to make good your promife ; and ’tis high time for you 
to be in th^ country, as well for the raifing of money, as that 


V Origin, home-breed. 
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the lords lieutenants and deputy lieutenants may watch Jlhofe fc- 
ditiou^ fpiriis which are at work to dillurb the public peace ; 
and therefore 1 am refolved to put an end to this fedion on Mon¬ 
day next come fevennight, before which time, I pray, let all 
things be made ready that I am to clifpatch. I am not willing 
to complain you have dealt unkindly with me in a bill I have 
now paired, in w'hich you have manikited a greater dillruft of 
me than 1 have deferved. 1 do not pretend to be w ithout in¬ 
firmities : but I have never broken niy word with you ; and, 
if 1 do not flatter myfelf, the nation never had lefs caufc to 
complain of grievances, or the leall injulliceor oppreliion, than 
it hath had in thefe feveii years it hath plcafcd God to rcllore 
me to you. I w'ould be ufed ascofdingly. 


M 


Speech by the Speaker of the Ihufc of Commonsy February 8, 

1666. 

May it plcafe your JVIbfl Excellent Majefly, 

jOTHING conduceth more to the happinefs of a nation, 
than a right underftahding between the prince and the 
jjeople ; and nothing more advanceth this corrcfpondencc, than 
frequent meetings in common council. Ey the wifdom ot our 
forefathers, the fecurity of our lives, our liberties, and our pro¬ 
perties, is lodged in our Englilh Parliaments ; and fo gracious 
have your Majfcfty’spredeceflbrs been, that, for the fatisfa6liun 
of their people, they have made feveral laws, feme for triennial, 
finite for annual Parliaments. Your Majcfiy, by their exam¬ 
ple, upon the humble fuit of your Lords and Commons, hath, 
in a former fellton ofithis Parliament, palled an a<Sl for trien¬ 
nial meetings in Parliaments; but in this your Majelly hath cx- 
£eeded all your predeceflfors, that, as your happy rcfioratioii 
was in a convention of Parliament, fo of your own accord, 
for the public good, and as t demonflration of your extraordi¬ 
nary love Parliaments, you have voucltfafcd, ever fince 
■your return, to converfe with your people in Parliament; this 
heing the fixth year, and the lixth fcfiipn, vof tjjiii prefeut Par¬ 
liament. V 

The laft time your Majeily was pleafe^to fpeak to us, you 
commanded us to make ready all things yoilt were to difpatch 
this (eilion* In obedience thereunto we have^v,ith alijnchifiry 
imaginable eildeavoured fo to prepare thofe mawei-^Yliat were 
^forc us, that your Majefty and the whole nation may receive 
fatisfadion in our difpatches. 

^ it concerned us to keep our words with your Majcfty, 

in finilhing that fupply which we promifed you for carrying on 
the war. 


In 
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In ord^r whereutito, I do here prefent unto your Majefty th?s 
bill of eleven months aireflhient upon our lands, to take place in 
a port-charge after the additional royal aid novv current is ex¬ 
pired. Thi*: a£t, together with the poll bill lately pafTed, we 
conceive, will fully m:.'., up the eighteen hundred thoufand 
poi nds we promiled to your Majefty. 

Wc muft for ever w'uh huiinlity acknowledge the juftice of 
Godin puniJhing this wdiolcnation by (he late dreadful confla¬ 
gration of Lond.m. We know they were not the greati lt Tin¬ 
ners on whom the tower of Syloc fell; and doubtlcfs all our 
fins did Contribute io the filling up that meafurc, which, being 
full, drew dow n ibe wrath of God upon that city. But it very 
much rcvivctli us to behold the mirac ulous bleflingof God upon 
your Majelly’s endeavours for the pr fervaiion td that part of 
the city which is Iclt; ct fas (/} njar^crc mcenui We 

hope God will dirciSl: your royal h^art, and foitunate hand, in a 
few days, to lay a foundation lloi c in the rcbuililing that 
royal city • the beauty and praife wliercof fliail fill the whole 
earth. 

For the encouragement of this noble work, wc have prepared 
feveial bills: one, for the crtablilhing a judicatory, for the 
fpeedy determining all atlions, and caufes of adion, that have 
or may arife between landlords and tenants, upon this fad acci¬ 
dent. Though, I perfuadc myfclf, no Englifhman would be 
exempted Irom making fome otFering to carry on this pious un¬ 
derfaking, yet the exemplary charity of your Majefty's twelve 
reverend judges is fit with honour to be mentioned before your 
Majefty : they are willing to fpend all their fand that doth not 
run out in your Majefty’s immediate fervice, of difpenfing juf- 
lice in their feveral courts to your people, in, hearing and deter¬ 
mining thofe controverfics that may arife upon old agreements, 
and making new rules between owners and tenants, for their 
mytual encouragement in this glorious adion. ^ 

Wc have likewife prepared a bill for the regularity of the 
new buildings, that they may be raifed with more conveniency, 
beauty, and fecurity, than they had before. Some ftreets we 
have ordered to be opened and enlarged, and many obftru6Lions 
to be removed; but all with your Majefty’s approbation. This 
ty e con ceive cy'.u^t be done witli juftice, unlefs a compenfatioR 
begTrp« ^,ojpfe that (hall be lofers: we have therefore laid an 
impolition M twelve pence upon every chalder, and twelve peuqe 
upon every chaldcr, and twelve pence upon every ton of coal^, 
that fhall be brought into the port of London, for ten years, 
the better to enable the lord mayor and aldermen to recompen(]b 
thofe perfons whofe grounds fhall be taken from them/ 

K 2# Rome 
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Rome was not built in a day; nor can we, in the,clofe of 
this feffion, 'finifh the rules for the dividing of pariflies, rebuild¬ 
ing of the churches, and the ornamental, parts of the city. 
Thcfe things mu(l reft that we intended, till another feftion. 
But we know your Majefty in the mean lime will take them 
into your princely coniideration, and make it your care that the 
hoijfes of God and your own roj al chamber be decently and 
conveniently reftored. 

And now, great Sir, having thus happily finifhed the bufinefs 
of this feflion, we beg your Majefty’s leave tliat wc may return 
to our own homes, there to put in execution the good laws 
which you have made, and to defend our fcveral counties 
againil all defigns to dillurb the peace ot the nation. And we 
befeech Almighry God, who hath hitlierlo wonderfully pre- 
ferved your Majeliy’s perfon, and made you glorious in all 
your achievements, llill to profper your forces both at fea and 
land, till he Iiath made your Majefty an afvluin tor all your 
friends, and a tenor Po your enemies both at home and abroad* 


Afterwards his Majefty^made the following fpecch : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ' 

T THANK yfiii for this other bill of fiipply which you have' 
given me ; and 1 aifure you, the money lliall be laid out for 
the ends it is given. I hope W'e ihall live to have bills of this 
nature in the old ftilc, with fewer proxifos. 1 looked to have 
had fomewhat ofFered to me concerning tiiC accompfs of the 
money that hath bcea already railed lincc the war; which, 
lince you have not done, I will take care, after fo much noife, 
that the fame be not ftiHcd, but will ifl'tie out my enmmiflion in 
the manner I formerly promifed the Houfc of Peers : and the 
commiftioners Ihall have very much to ar.f'v\cr, if they do not 
difeover all matters of fraud and cozenage. 

The feafon of the year is very far fpenr, in which our ene¬ 
mies have got great advantages over us: but, by the grace of 
God, I will make ail the preparations I can, and as fart as 1 
can. And yet I muft tell you, that if any good overtures be 
made for an honourable peace, I will not r^jccl them ; and 
hclieve all fober men will be glad to fee it broiiglit to pafs^^ y 
liliall now^prorogue you till towards winter, 4k5it you may 
in your feveral places intend the peace and fccunty of your fe- 
veral counties, where there are unquiet fpirits enough W'orking. 
And I do pray you, and I do expect it from you, tiiut you will 
■ufe jroiir utraeft endeavours to remove all thofc falfe imagina¬ 
tions in the hearts ot the people^ which the malice of >11 men 

* have 
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have indunrioufly infiifcd into them, of I know not whk j^a- 
loufies and grievances; for I muft tell you again, and I am 
fure I am in the right, that the people had never fo little caufe 
to complain of oppreflion and grievances as they have had fince 
my return to you. If the taxes and impofitions are heavy upon 
them, you will put them in mind, that a war with fuch power¬ 
ful enemies cannot be maintained without taxes ; and 1 am Hire 
the money raifed thereby comes not into my purfe. 

[ (hall add no more, but that I promife myfelf all good ef- 
fedls from your afFeiSlions and wifdoms, wherever you are. 
And I hope w't: (hall meet again of one mind, for my honour, 
and the good of the kingdom. 

And now, my Lord Piivy Seal, do as 1 have direfted you. 


Whereupon the Lord Privy Seal faid: 

My Lord*:, and you, the Knights, t^itizens, and Burgeffes, 
of the Houle of Commons, 

IT is his Majt-fty’s plcafure that this Parliament be pro^ 
"*■ roguccl to the tenth day of O^Jober next; and accordingly 
this Parliament is prorogued to the tenth day of October next. 


EfFc£l of his Majefty’s Speech, July 29, 1667. 

TTE conceived, he could not give his Houfes of Parliament a 
greater tcilimony of his afte «51 ions to them, than by fending 
for them when he was in fuch ftraits af were fuperior to any 
other counfcls ; which now being over, -he was cohiident, he 
could not better plcafe them, than tudifmifs them again to their 
Icvcral counties at fuch a time as this is. His Majefly faid,' 
the peace being now concluded, the articles would be made 
public within a few days, which he fuppofed would feem rea- 
fonahlc to them, and all Chriftendom as much rejoice at the 
peace as they were difturbed by the war. His Majefty further 
told his Houfes, that their own affairs now require their pre- 
fcnce elfewhere ; and he did hope they would ufe all indiiilry 
and feverity (for both were neceffary) to reduce the people to a 
bette.r temper than they have been in of late. His Majefty fur¬ 
ther faid, he wondered what one thing he had done fince his 
coming into England, to perfuade any fober perfon that he did in* 
tend to govern by 4 Handing army ; he faid he was more an En- 
gUfhnian than fo. He defired, forafmuch as concerned him, 
to preferve the lawsj and if others will pay that duc«rfpeft' 
they owp to the la^s, there would be no fear of any fuch thing, 
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His Majcfty faid, theUft year he raifed fome troops, which he 
difbanded as foon as the feafon would permit; and he was cer¬ 
tain, he deferred raifing forces long enough this year. In that 
he gaVe not one commiffion till the enemy was landed; and he 
was fure, that the.perfons now in commiffion are fucTi as will 
be as defirous to be out of the employment as to continue in it* 
He further faid, he would fay no more, but that he hoped his 
two Houfes of Parliament fliould meet here in OAober next, 
and that they would then come w'ith fnch 'nclinatioiis as rnay 
relfore the kingdom to as good a condition as it was ever in ; 
and he did affure them, he fiiould not be wanting on his part. 


After this, his Majefty bid the Lord Chancellor do as he had 

commanded. 

Whereupon the Lord Chancellor faid : 

I^y Lords, andyou,«tlfe Knights', Citizens, and Burg>.’{rcs, 
of the Houfc of Commons, 

I .Tds hisMajefty’s pleafurc^hat this Parliament be prorogued 
■ to the tenth day of Odloljcr next i and ace rdiiig V 1 ts 
l^arljarncnt is prorogued to the tenth da^ of October next. 


His Majefty s Moft Gracious Speech, O^oher lo, 1667. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T^HEN wc lafl met here, about eleven weeks ago, I 
thought fit to pre^-ogue the Parliament till this day, re- 
folving that there fliould be a feflion now, and to give myfelf 
time to do fomc things I have fince done, which 1 hope will not 
be unwelcome to you, but a foundation fora greater confidence 
between us for the future. The other reafons of that proroga¬ 
tion, and fome other matters with which 1 would acquaint you, 
I have commanded my Lord Keeper to declare unto you. 


Then the Lord Keeper fpake as folioweth : 

My Lords, and you, the Knights, Citizens, and BurgejObs, 
of the Houfe of Commons, 

Parliaoicnt, after many good and wholefome laws 
made with your advice in feveral feffions, many great fup- 
plics-and aids given to his Majefty, and for the maintenance of 
Ihev. ars, and many other flgnal teflimonies of your affetJfion 
?nq dtity to him, for which he again and again renews unto you 
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his moft hearty thanks, was, as you very w^l know, prorbguedi 
from February laKI, till this tenth day of 0 £lober ; his Majeily' 
having then rcafon to believe that there would be no caufe of 
your re-aiTembling in the mean time. 

But in this interval, the Dutch, who, fince the war begun^ 
were (Irengthened by the union of France and Denmark, having 
a great fleet, actually invaded the land: and the French at the 
fame time had a royal army in the held, not far from the fea 
coall, theconjundtion of which with the others, in feme defigii 
again!! England, in f-Mnc* other of his Majeily's dominions, 
we had thtti caufe to luf’x ilt. 

In this (trait, his )-i!y ;who, in lefler difficulties had fre* 
quent recoiirfe nut. his 1 arh.iment, as his great and faithful 
coun 'il, and therefore hath every year once, otten twice, re-af- 
fcmhled you'l thought it neetdfary to anticipate the time, and 
ilfucd out pruclamations for )Our meeting on the tive and twen- 
ticlii day July l:dl pait. ^ 

Thia, though uruu.ul, was done by the advice of his privy 
council ; p' hi c ncecifiry and exigencies allowing, or at leaft 
ilifpcj’.ling with, many ihing', v\hich. except in fuch cafes, 
Weil, not io he allowed, or diipefifcd viithal. 

Iktorc the live and iwentieth day of July there was a prof^ 
peiit and laily cxpcChi'.lou, and, within three days following, 
an a iuranc' of a peace, concluded with, and ratified by, ou'f 
ti'.ivi .H'l.iii ad\criaries. 

i he l! 'rm which threatened us being thus blown ove'r, and 
fi;c- eev.ed by lo g,eat a fereuilv, it was raifed as a doubt by 
grave anil w ife men, wlictlieror no the nccelTirics and diu.cul- 
tics v\hich c.uifc d lo earlv a lunimons b*fein<r removed, vou could 
lit or act as a Parliament before the tendi ot Oftober, being 
the lixtd unit to whieh you were formerly prorogued. 

l or tlii>. I eufe, together with tiiofe others mentioned by his 
Majclty, [>., in his princely wdfdom, held it nccelfary, in a 
matter ol io great confetiucncc, again to fix upon this day fof 
your nuetint: in Parliament, about whi dt there can be no dif- 
pute ; v\hich being thus tvvii.c prefixed, and you meeting here 
upon a double call, his jViajtfty hopes it is a happy omen that 
this fellion of Parliament, which in law is but one day, all 
acts of this feflion referring to it, unlcfs otherwife fpecially pro- 
vUlni, will he happy and profperous, to his Adajelfy, to you, 
and to the w'hole kingdom. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

His Majcfty fnppofcs that no man would expe£l, that during 
your recefs he fhould have refufed overtures of peace ; the vicU 
nity, as well as potency, of his united enemies, the great ex.» 
penfes of the war, carried on wjth much difadvantage, by rea«> 
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fon of the plague and difmal fire in London, the confideration 
of the pofture, of affairs abroad, befides many other motives ob¬ 
vious unto you, induced him to embrace the opportunity of 
concluding a^eace. 

But you well know, that though the war be at an end, all 
the effects thereof are not yet enJed.; it will require time, and 
your good advice, to remove thofc obftiu^lions which hinder 
the current of trade, both at home anil abroad; and in this par¬ 
ticular, his Majefty thinks lit to recommend it to your wifdotn, 
to fettle fuch a balance of trade betwee'n his fubjedls of this 
kingdom and thofc of Scotland, as that we may not be preju¬ 
diced, by the import of tiieir commodities hither, nor yet they 
fo difeouraged as to leave olf trading here, and find cut another 
vent abroad, more dangerous to us. This he finds too hard for 
him without your afliftance, though, upon your recommending 
it to him, he hath ufed fomc endeavours therein. 

His Majefty formerlyjgroir.ifed that you fhould hwe an ac- 
compt of the monies given towards the war, which his Ma- 
jerty hath commanded hi> officers to make ready and fince that 
w.ay of commiftion, wherein he had i'lii the examination of 
them, hath been ineff dual, he is oilliog you Ihould follow 
your own method, ex. - i inc them in w^at way and as ftrictly 
as you pieafe. Ke doth afuire yi'ii, he will leave CAcry one 
concerned to ftand or fall, according to his own innocence or 
guilt. 

His Majefty hath reafon to believe, that fome difaffeded 
perfons, taking advantage of the public ncceifities, have fpread 
abroad difeourfes and rumours refleding upon tlie government, 
intending thereby to be^fet a dilfatisfadion in his good fubjeds. 
Audit is an eafy thing to take exceptions, cum ueque culpom hu^ 
mana injirmitas, neque calummam rcgnandi difficultas^ ez'itet* 
But his Majefty proinifes himfelf, from your good affedions, 
that every one of you, in your feveral place.s, will endeavour 
to preferve a good underftanding between his people; and 
if any juft grievances fliall have happened, his Majefty will 
be as willing and ready to redrefs them for the future, as you to 
have them reprefented unto him. 

And his Majefty doubts not but you will give healing and 
moderate counfels, and imprint that known truth into the 
hearts of his fubjeds, that there is no diftind intereft between 
th-; king and hfe people ; but the good of the one is the good of 
both. 

Tjiis is all I have jn command to fay at this time. 
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Addrefs (0 His MajeJly by the Houfe 9/ Commons^ Ofieber 14, 

1667, 

your Majefty’s loyal and faithful fubjefts, the Cotn- 
’ ^ mons, in Parliament aifembled, having taken into our 
ferioiis conlidcration your Majefty’s gracious fpeech; wherein 
you were pleafed to let us know, that your Majefty thought 
fit to prorogue the Pyliamcnt till the tenth of this Odober, 
that you might give yourfelf time t(j do fomething that would 
not be unwelcome; but a foundation for a great confidence, 
for the future, between your Majefty and your people; we find 
ourfelves bound in duty to return your Majefty our humble and 
hearty thanks, for your gracious declaration in your royal in¬ 
tentions, in that your Majefty’s gracious fpeech, and that deli¬ 
vered by your Majefty’s command by the Lord Keeper : and 
particularly, that your Majefty hath been pleafed to difband the 
late raifetl forces ; and to d Cr.jfs thTfc*papiUs from out of the 
guards, and other military employments: for yoyr Majefty’s 
care in quickening tlie execution of the act for reftraining the 
importation of Irifti cattle for caufing the Canary patent to be 
furrendered and vacated : ard more efpecially, that your Ma¬ 
jefty hath been pleafed ibdilj-iace the late Lord Chancellor, and 
remov • him from the cxercife public truft and employment, 
in affai rs of (late. 

For all which atfts, grace, atid public benefits, we your faid 
Common': do bcfcech your facred Majefty to accept of tfaefe 
our humble and hearty thanks. 


flis MajeJly's Anfwcr to the above Addrefsy October 26, 1667. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THANK you for your thanks. I am glad the things Thave 
done have given you fo good fatisla£lion ; and for the Earl of 
Clarendon, 1 aifiire you, 1 will never employ him again in any 
public affairs whatfoever. 


A MeJJagefrom His MajeJlyy December 1667. 


Charles Rex. 


^j^IS Majefty having, by a former meffage, acquainted you, 
that he intended an adjournment to the beginning* of Fc-' 
bruarv, he doth conceive, that Thurfday the fixth of February 
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is a convenient day, to which fueh adjournment may ho> made t 
and his Majedy is willing that you may adjourn to that time. 

Given at our court at Whitehall, the nineteenth day of 
December 1667, in the nineteenth year ot our reign. , 


Jlis Majeftfi mojt graclotu Speech^ February lO, 1668. 

« 

My Lords and Gentle'ncn, 

T AM glad to fee you here ag.:in, to tell you what I have done 
in this intcr\al, which I am confident you will be pleafed 
with, fince it is fo much for the iionour and fccurity of this 
nation. 

I have made a league defenfive with the States of the United 
Provinces, and likevife a for an cdicacious uu di-ition 

of peace bctw'eef* the two crowns, into w'hich league that of 
Sweden by its ai./oaifado^^iath offered to enter as a principal. 

I did not at our lail meeting move you tor any aid, though 
i lie under great debts cont.ciCtCcl in the lait war. But now 
the pofture of otir neighbours abroad, and the confequcnce of 
this new alliance, will oblige rise, tor our fecurity, to fet out a 
confiderabie fleet to fea tliis fummer j afid befides, 1 muff build 
more great ffiips ; and it is necclfary that I do fomc things 
in order to the fortifying fomc of our ports, I have begun 
fomething aiv fclf in order to thefe cuds; but, if I have not 
your fpeedy afliftance, I lhall not be able to go through with it; 
wherefore I do earneffly defire you to take it into your fpeedy 
confideration; tor the lofs of a little time now, may beget a 
prejudice not to be repaired. And for the fettling a firm peace, 
as well at home as abroad, one thing mt>rc 1 hold m)felf 
obliged to recommend to you at this prefent; which is, that 
you would ferioufly think of foqjic courfe to beget a better 
union and compofurc in the minds of my proteftant fubje£ls in 
matters of religiujt; whereby they may be induced not only to 
fubmit quietly to the government, but alfo cheerfully give their 
ailiffance to the fupport of it. 


Afejpige from his Afujefty to th Houfe of Commons^ 

• j^pril 13 , 1668 . 

Charles Rex. 

Majeffy not long fince acquainted you, that he fioped 
you would difpatch your bufinefs fo, that you inigiit be in 
your counties by Whitfuntidc : he thinks fit now to let you 
know, that he refohes to put a period to this fcffiun on Monday 
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the fourth day of May next, being the Monday before Whif- 
funtide. And again earneftly minds you to difpatch the bufi- 
nefs of the fupply, and your other public concernments, by 
that time. 

Given at the court at Whitehall,‘the thirteenth day of 
April, in the twentieth year of his Majefty’s reign. 


JMeJfage from his Afajefty to the Houfc of Commons^ 
April 24, 1668. 

Charles Rex. 

T_JIS Majefty, by his former meflage, thought fit to acquaint 
you, that he intended the prefent fcllion of Parliament 
fhould determine on Monday the fourth of May ; but, finding 
that the proceedings in many important bulineifcs now under 
agitation, would be loft, if there f^oukl be a feftiun ; and that 
many things, not yet forefeen, mayj^appen to induce him to 
call you together again before winter ; hath now thought fit to 
acquaint you, that he intends oitly an atljonrnment for about 
three months , and defircs you therefore to pcrfe<ft the bill for 
fupplies, and fui 1» others as may be made ready by the faid 
fourth of May, fo that he may then give his royal aflent to 
them before the adjournment. 

Given at the court at Whitehall, the twenty-fourth of 
April, i608. 


Hit Majeftfi mojt gracious Speeds^ Afayg, i668. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T CAME hither purpofely to pafs fome a£ls which are now 
ready, and to thank you for the fuppH you have now given 
me i which I hope w ill be fufficient. Oui neighbours being 
now agreed upon articles of peace, I cannot chufe but take 
notice ot what 1 hear abroad, of fome differences between 
both Houfes, touching the Eaft India Co'".|:mv. I a»'.i 7 ts 
fcnfible <if the privileges of the Houieof Peers f wherein I am 
Concerned* as I am of the liberty of the lloufc of Commons; 
bill 1 hope, in this recefs, there may be fome means found out 
for an accommodation therein. 

I am willing yoti ftiould adjourn to the eleventh day of 
Auguft next i and if there be no preffing occafion of your 
meeting then, I will giyc you timely notice by proclamation. 
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The Speech efhis Majcfiy^ and the Lord Keepert Oiiober ig, 1669. 
My Lords and Gentlemen. 

1 AM very glad to fee you here at this time ; and I hope this 
will be a happy meeting; for I have had great experience 
of your affe^lion and loyalty to me, and am very confident of 
the continuance of it. It is now alnioll a year and half (ince 
your laft fitting; and though my debts have prefled me very 
much, yet I was unwilling to call for your alliftance till this 
time. What you gave me laft, was wholly employed to the 
navy, and that extraordinary fleet for which it was intended. 
I defire that you would now take my debts effedhially into 
your confidcrations. Something I have to propofe to you, of 
great importance, concerning the lutiting of England and 
Scotland i but it will require fome length ; aud 1 have left that, 
and fome other things, to m^' Lord Keeper, to open them more 
fully to you. 


. My Lords, and you Knights, Citizens, and Eurgeftes, 
of the Houfe of Commtwis, 

TJIIS Majefty, in his moft gracious Ipeech, hath cxprcITetf 
his great ratisfa 61 ion in feeing you here at this time j and 
bis hopes of a happy ilfue of this meeting. 'I'o obtaiu this, 
nothing can conduce more, than a good corrcfpondency and 
union among yourfclves. 

He hath reafon to believe, that you all come with the fame 
common affc£lions for jhc general good ; and therefore per- 
fuadcs himfclf, there will be no diftcrtticcs between the two 
Houfes: but, if there fiiould be any iiich, he carnetlly recom¬ 
mends it to you, tliat by your moderation and wifdoms, fuch 
expedients may be found out, as may compofc them ; and that 
thereby no delay or obftrudlion be to your other proceedings. 

His Majefty hatli alfo defired you to take his debts effcdlually 
into cpnfideraticn. I need nf>t mention to you the iineafincls 
df^his condition with that burden; nor the inconveniences or 
mifehiefs which might fall out, if he (hould continue under it. 
It is not unknown to you that his Majefty hath been a happy 
inftrument, by the treaty at Aix, and by the triple alliance, to 
procure peace between the two neighbouring croi.wnsi the fe- 
curing of that peace, wherein our own peace is concerned, 
and his Majefty’s reputation abroad, will alfo much depend 
upon your kindncTs to him i and therefore he hopes, that you 
wUl confidcr of how great an importance it is at this time, that 
his Majefty be enabled to bear fuch a part in the affairs of Eii- 
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rope, gs may contribute moft to his own honour, and the (afetf, 
benefit, and glory, of this nation. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, you may remember, that, upon 
his Majcfly’s recommendation, an act was lately made for 
fettling freedom and intercoufe of trade between England and 
Scotland ; which was oceafioncd, upon complaints of new' 
duties impofed, in each kingdom, upon divers commodities, of. 
the growth, produdlion, or manufadure of the other. 

According to this ad, commiflioners were appointed by his 
Majerty, for both kingdoms, to treat upon that affair ; and they 
had fcveral meetings, w'hich produced no effed, unlefs it were 
a convidion of the difHculty, if not impoflibility, of fettling it 
in any other way, than by a nearer and more complete union 
of the two kingdoms. 

His Majefly is fully perfiiaded, that nothing can tend more 
to the good and fecurity of both nations, than fuch an union ; 
and finds, that his royal grandfather. King James, of blelfed 
memory, went fo far on towards/i^iis good work, that, by 

ad of Parliament in the firfl ycar^-reign, commiffioners 

were authorized to treat and confult with commiflioners from 
Scotland concerning it. 

And, in purfnance their treating, in the fourth year of his 
reign, an ad was made for the repeal of hoflile taws, and the 
abolition of the metiiory of hoftility between the two nations: 
and after the end of that feflion, about the feventh year of his 
reign, it was, by the judges of all the courts at Weftminfter 
Hall, folemnly adjudged in the cafe of thc/>o// mti, that thofe 
who after the dcfccni of the crown to King James, were born 
in Scotland, were no aliens in England i and confequently 
were capable, not only of lands, but all other immunities, as 
if they had been born here. By thefe fteps, fo great an ad¬ 
vance hath been made towards this union, that his Majefly 
well hopes, that what is yet wanting to the perfeding of it, 
may be now accomplifhed ; the continuance under the fame 
obedience and fubjedion, for near thrcefcore and feven years, 
having begotten llic fame common friends and common ene¬ 
mies to both nations ; and taken off a great part of thofe dif¬ 
ficulties which at the firfl flood in the way; and therefore his 
Majefly doth mod heartily recommend it unto you, that com- 
millionera may be nominated to treat and confult with com¬ 
miflioners from Scotland, concerning this uAion. His Ma- 
jcfly hath given diredions to the Earl of Lauderdale, his com- 
iniffioner for Scotland, to make the like propofal to the Par¬ 
liament which is now fitting there; and doubts not, but, upoa 
the meeting of fuch commiflioners of both kingdoms, thdfi:. 
things will be offered to your confidcratipns, in order to. the 
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tmion, as (hall tend to the honour of his Majefty, and the cdtti- 
nion g )od of all i;is> fubjefts 

And this is all I have in command to fay at this time. 


His Majejifs Mofl Gracious Speechf Ftlfiuary 14, 1670. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I SENT forth my proclamation, that there might be a good 
appearance a; this meeting ; having moll confidence in ftill 
Houfes, where well-being of the church, and all other in- 
terefts of the crown and nation, are belt fecured. W'hen we 
met laft, ! afted you a fupply ; and 1 aflc it now again with 
greater inllancc. The uneafif.efs and itraightnefs ot my af¬ 
fairs cannot continue without very ill effects to the whole king¬ 
dom. Confider this ferioufly and fpeedily. It is yours and 
the kingdom’s intereft, well as mine; and the ill confe- 
quence of a w'ant of anr^edual fupply mull not lie at my 
door: and that no mifapp^ienfions or miilakes touching the 
e^jpenfes of the lalt war may remain w'ith you, I think fit to 
le*t you know, that I have fnllyjnformed niyfelf in that matter ; 
and do affirm to you, that no part of rhofe monies that you 
gave me for that war have been diverted to other ufes; but, 
on the contrary, befides all thofc fupplies, a very great fum 
hath been raifed out of my (landing revenue and credit, and a 
very great debt contra£led ; and all for the war. 

One thing I mult earntftly recommend to the prudence of 
both Houfes; that yon will not fuller any occafion of diffe¬ 
rence between yourfelve^ to be revived, fince nothing but the 
unity of your minds and counfcls can make this meeting happy, 
either to me or to the nation. 

I did recommend to you, at our lad meeting, the union of 
the two kingdoms, and I did the fame to my Parliament in 
Scotland ; they have made a great (lep towards it, and I do 
again ferioufly recommend that matter to you. 

I have dire£led my Lord Keeper to fpeak more at large to 
you. 


Then the Lord Keeper fpake as followeth ; 

My Lords, and you, Knights, Citizens, and Burgeifes, of 
the Houfe of Commons, 

ik T your laft meeting, his Majefty did acquaint you with 
the great wcafions he had for a firpply; and that he had 
f^born to alk it fooner, more in confideration of giving fome 
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time for the cafe of the people, after the burden of the waf, 
than that the condition of his affairs could fo long have want¬ 
ed it: and his Majcily hath commanded me now to fpeak 
more fully and plainly upon this fubjedl. 

His Majcily hath not only by his minifters, but in his own 
royal perfon, examined the accompts touching the expenfes of 
the laft war; and hath thought himfelf concerned to let you 
know, that all the fupplics wiiich you gave him for the war 
have been by him applied to the war, and no part of them to 
any other ufes: nay, fo far from it, that if the preparations 
towards the war lhall be taken to be for the ufe of the war, as 
they mull be, a great part of his own revenue, to many hun¬ 
dred ihuufands of pounds, hath been empl'^yed alfo, and fwal- 
lowcd up in the charges of the war, and what did neceflarily 
relate to it: to which may be added, the great debts contracted 
by his Majcfty in the war, anti the great charge in the repairs 
of the hulls of his Ihips, and putting his navy into fuch a con-, 
dition as it was before. 

Befides, his Majelly thinks it to be confidered, that 

when the charges of the war were at the highcll, the inevi¬ 
table effeCls of it, and ihofc other calamities which it pleaftii 
God (at that time) to luring upon us, did make fo great a dimi¬ 
nution in his levu.ues, that (bcfidcs all other accidents and 
difadvantages) the lofs that he fullained in three branches of 
his revenues, in his culloms, cxcife, and hearth-money, by 
xeafon of the war, the plague, and the fire, did amount to little 
iefs than fix hundred thoufand pounds. 

Thus you fee, that though your fupplics have been great, 
yet the charges occaiiuned by the var, and the calamities 
which accompanied it, have been greater; and that the debt 
which is left upon his Majefly, and which hc'complains 
hath been contracted by the war, and not by the diverAon 
the monies defigned for it. 

His Majefly hath commanded me to fay one thing more to 
you upon this fubjeC\: that he did not enter into this war 
upon any private inclination or appetite of his own. The 
hrft ftep he made towards it did arife from your advice, and 
the promifes of your afliflancc ; but if the charges and acci¬ 
dents of the war have outgone all your fupplics, and left him 
under the burden of this debt, he thinks that, as well the 
tice to your promife as the duty and loyalty you have always 
(hewed him, will oblige you to relieve him from it j and the 
rather, when you ihall ferioufly conilder, how uneafy this 
burden mufl be to him, and what ill confequence the con**' 
tinuance under it muft draw upon all lus affairs. In which 
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jl^articular, you, an<J every perfon you reprefent In fhU nation, 
>¥111 be concerned as well as hitnfcif. 

His Majelty doth therefore command me, in his name, to 
dedre you once more, and to conjure you, by that conftant 
duty and lovr.llv which you have always p'cnrtMTal to him, and 
by all the curiccrt.nicin >c/j ha’.i. i- r tii„ Jo^yirt fthe honour 
and fafety of his jiAt-rMoeiitv \ i rovi it *.h a fupply for 
him at this lime a. ii-O'p:oi'')i(’)n o the prefling occa- 
fions that he hatii, aiul tc thi it.ite of his aiFairs at home and 
abroad ; and fo fpeedily and fo elFcaually, as may anfwer the 
ends for v-hjeh he hath delired it. 

His M ijelly hath further commanded me to put you in mind 
of what was at your laft meeting propoleJ to you concerning 
an union between tlie tw^o kingdoms ; and to let you know, 
that the ParliaiT;cnt of Scotland hath llncc declared to his Ma- 
jefty, that fuch commiflioncrs as his Majefly I'lall name (hall 
be authorized on their part to treat w’th co iim.flioni..rs for this 
kingdom upon the groni^e and coniiitions i t the union. His 
Majeily therefore t’lougiir^flt now again tv), recommend it to 
you, to take that matter cfFt^ually into your confideration. 


Speech by the Spcaler of the Ihujc oj ComwoKs^ Jpril 11 , 1670 . 

May it plcafe your mod E.xccllent Majefty, 

A T the opening of tliis ftflion of Parliament, your Majefly 
was pleafcd to (peak to your two Houfes, and recom¬ 
mended three things cfpecially tu us ; unity amongfl onrfelvcs, 
the union of your Ma^efly’s two kingdoms of England and 
Scotland, and the fupply of your Majcity’s prefent and urgent 
occaflons: in obedience to your Majefly’s commands, we have 
induflriouily applied ourfehes to the conlideraiion of ihcfc 
matters. 

By the blefling of Goil, all differences arc buried In obli¬ 
vion. Your Majefly’s happy expedient hath, like a flrong 
gale of wind, blown up the rolling lands, and filled up all 
■impieflions ; i;eftigia nuUa retrorjum. And as your people will 
univcrfally enjoy the fiuitof this happy union, fo our united 
prayers to God fhall be, that your Majefly may be crowned 
with thd'promifcd blefling, bcatl paclfict. 

In order to the union ol your Majelly’s two kingdoms,'both 
your Houfes of Parliament have humbly befought your Majefly 
to name coinmiflioners for this your kingdom of England; 
and we have prepared a bill to aiithorife them to treat with 
Gommiflioners to be appointed for your kingdom of Scotland, 
tipon fuch grouud.s as fhall be thought conducing to that end. 


\ 
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aiwi to report them to your Majedy) and to both Houfes of 
Parliament of this your kingdom of England ; referving always 
to your Majefty and the two Houfes of Parliament the entire 
coniideratiun of ilie whole, and the allowing or difallowing 
thereof, or any part thereof, as they fltall think fit. 

Wc have aJfo conlidered of a fupply for your Majefty's 
occahons: and 1 am commanded, by the knights, citizens, 
and burgeffes, of the Hoiife of Commons, to prefent your 
Majefty wiih this bill, whereby we have given to your Ma¬ 
jefty an impofition upon all wines and vinegar imported, after 
the rate of eight pounds per tun for all French wines and, 
vinegar, and twelve pounds per tun for all other wines; and 
have granted this unto your Majefty for eight years, to com¬ 
mence from Midfummer next. And I am further commanded 
to-acquaint your Majefty, that we apprehend the revenue 
arifing by the power of granting wine licences, fettled upon 
his Royal Hjghnefs by a£l of Parliament, hath been preju¬ 
diced^ by file laft impofition upon \y'»flcs, and will be much 
mord-impaired by this prefent imp(^i'||n ; we therefore added 
the laft year unto this bill of fupply w'iih this vote, ** That 
your Majefty be humbly deft red therewith to recompenfe his’ 
Royal Righnefs the Du|£.e of York for the damage he hath 
received, and lhall receive, in his revenue of wine licences, 
by this and the laft impofition.” 

flaving thus, in the firlt place, with all dutifulnefs obeyed 
your Majefty’s commands, we held it nectTary to remember 
thofe that fent us hither, and to prefent unto your Majefty 
fomc bills that will be of public ufc lor all the people of this 
nation. « 

There is, firft, a bill for the preventing of feditious con¬ 
venticles, whereby no man is hindered the ufc of his own 
judgment in the exercife of religion, by himfelf, or in his own 
family, or in the piefence of four ftrangers; but, becaufc the 
peace of the nation may be endangered by more populous 
meetings, contrary to the liturgy and praifticc of the church of 
Ejiglaud, w’e have iinpofed a penalty of five (hillings for the ' 
firft offence, and ten ihillings for the fecond, and every other ; 
offence, upon all fuch offenders *, to be levied by diftrefs and I 
falc of the offenders goods. 

We arc informed, that your Majefty fiiffers much by the 
ftcaling and embezzling of your ordnance, amn.xinition, fail 
cloths, and ftores; and Ukewife your good people are much 
damnified by'S| wicked fort of people, who make it their prac¬ 
tice, in the night time, to ftcal woollen cloths and ftuffs from 
off the racks; and they are much encouraged in this their 
vrickednefs, by rcafon they have their clergy : We have therc- 
VoL. I. L fore 
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fore prepared a bill for the taking a’vay the benefit of clergy 
upon the convidion of all fnch offenders. We have Hkewife 
prepared an additional bill for the rebuilding the city of Lon¬ 
don, wherein we have revived the judicatory of your Majefiy’> 
twelve judges, empowering them to hear and determine the 
jcmiiindcr of caufes and controvtrfies, vihich ha\c not already 
received a feltlcmcnl by them ; we have alfo made provilion 
for the wl<Iening many more llrect^ than were mentioned in the 
former acl, atid to enable the lord-mayor and aldermen ol the 
city of London to give, ratisfieSlion to thofe w'hofc grounds 
(hall be taken from them ; and alfo for laying the foundation, 
at lead, of ilie famou'; cathedral of St. Paul, and towards tlic 
rebuilding of lifiy-one parilh churches, W 9 iiavc added an im- 
polltion of two Ihillings for -very chaldron of coals that fliall 
he brought into the port of London for the fpacc of fevcntccn 
years yet to come. We have liketvlfe prepared a bill fjr the 
afeertaining tin* meafiircs of corn and fait; and provided, that 
one mcafure lhall be fficd in all the market towns of this 
kingdom. jr 

. We have found grc.ir iMcovcnicn<’cs bv the want of due re- 
pairing the highways of this kingdom ; anti have therefore 
taken care for time to come, both amend them, and to 
pieveiit the fpoilingof them again, by carrying cxcellivc U)ati<, 
and drawing them with extraordinary number of horfes and 
other cattle. 

Experience tells ns, when the confnmption of foreign com¬ 
modities exceeds the iilc and cxportativ>n of our native com¬ 
modities, the nation miHl infenfibly grow ptx)r, and t)ur trea- 
fure will be exhauflci: wc have therefore prepared a bill for 
Jthc cncoHragement of tillage, by permitting the exporting of 
corn ; and alfo tor the encouragement of other forts of good 
hulbandry, by exporting of horfes, fvvinc, and other cattle, 
and of butter and cheefe ; and have made ihom all free mer- 
chandife, paying certain duties to your Majeily upon the ex¬ 
portation. 

I'here be fomc other hills of a public nature, and divers 
private bills, ail winch are ready to be prefented to your Ma- 
jpfty for your royal alit nt ; the which I lhall forbear to enu ¬ 
merate, for fear tt luny prove tedious !o vx)ur Majellv'. 

Having given your iVIaj^-Hy this account ol our proceedings, 
fince our lafl*ineeiing in this our fhi>rt but liappy fcliion ; it is 
evident we have not milnent our time ; but, with the goixl fer- 
vant in the gofpei, have gained many talents, f<». that wc mav 
with comfort and latislaction return to our houfes ; and we 
hope Vi'c fliall i.,iiry our dialler's blcffing with us. 
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His Aiajeflys moft Gracious Speech^ April ii, 1670.- 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM unwilling to let you go away without telling you, that 
I am very well fatisfied with the fuccefs of this meetings 
and that you have fo well complied with my defires, both in 
the corrclpondence between the two Houfes, and in the pro- 
grefs yoti have made towards an union between the two 
kingdoms. 

1 heartily thank you for the fjipply you have given me ; and 
I afTure you I will make it go as far as I can towards the fa- 
tisfying iif my debts. And bccaule you have been long from 
home, I am content \ou adjourn yourfclvcs till the 24th of 
Odlobcr next. 


Ills Jifoiffty s meft acious Spceeby O^ioher 24> 1670. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, -f*! 

TV/TY principal tlellgn being the '^ooJI of the kingdom, and 
believing that will be belt provided for when the HoufeJ 
are fullell, I thought fit by my proclamation to fummon you 
all to be here. 

My Lord Keeper will open at large the particulars I hav» 
to recommend to you at this prefent; and what you do, I 
would have difpatchcd before Chrillmas, that you may then 
have lei fore to return home, and that your own domeltic ail'airs 
may not lulter by the care you take of me and the public. 
You have given me fo many great teliinjonies of your zeal and 
afledlion, th.it it weie to do you an injury to fulpccl your 
want of kindnefs at a lime when there is fo much need of it ; 
and if you could pollibly make any quclliori of the value and 
love 1 have for you, I Ihould tliink myfelf unhappy, fince I 
have nothing more in my heart than to give evidences of it to 
the whole world. 


Then the Lord Keeper fpakc as follows: 

My Lords, and you, Knights, Citizens, and Burgelfes, of 
the Houfe of Commons, 

the two Houfes were kill adjourned, this day (as 
^ ^ you well know) was prefixed for your meeting again. 
The proelam.iiion (fince ilfiicd) requiring all your attendances 
at the fame time, flicws, not only his Majell) ’s belief that his 
Intlinefs will ihrivx* bell when the Houfes arc fulkil, but the 
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importance alfo of the affairs for which you‘are fo called; and 
important they arc. 

You cannot be ignorant of all the forces, both for land and 
fea' fervice, which our neighbours of France and the Low 
Countries have raifed, and have now- in a£lual pay ; nor of 
the great preparations which ihey continue to make, in levy¬ 
ing of men, building of fliips, filling their magazines and 
ftorcs with immenfc quantities of all forts of warlike pro- 
vifions. 

Since the beginning of the laft Dutch w'ar, the French have 
increafed the number and greatnefs of their ihips fo much, that 
their ftrength by fea is thrice as much as it was before ; and 
fince the end of it, the Dutch have been very diligent alfo in 
augmenting their fleets. 

In this conjundure, whilft our neighbours arm fo potently, 
even common prudence requires that his Majefty fliould make 
fome fuitable preparations, that he mity at leaft keep pace 
with his neighbours outgo them) in the number and 

ftrength of his fhippii»4^or, this being an ifland, both our 
fafety and our trade, our being and our well-being, depend 
upon our force at fea. 

His Majefty, therefore, of his princely care for the good 
of his people, hath given order for the fitting out of fifty fail of 
Ws greatefl (hips againfl; the fpring (befides thofe wiiich arc 
to be for fecurity of our merchants in the Mediterranean); 
as forefeeing that, if he flioiild not have a confiderablc fleet 
whilft his neighbours have fuch forces both. at land ahd fea, 
temptation might be given, even to thofe who now feem not to 
intend it, to give us ,an affront (at leall) if not to do us a 
mifehief. 

To which may be added, that his Majefty, by the leagues 
which he hath made for the common peace of Chrlftendom, 
and the good of his kingdoms, is obliged to a certain number 
©f forces, in cafe of infradion thereof, as alfo for the alliftance 
of fome of his neighbours, in cafe of invafion : and his Ma¬ 
jefty would be in a very ill condition to perform his part in 
the leagues, if (whilft the clouds are gathering fo thick about 
us) he Ihoulci (in hopes that the wind would difpcrfe them) omit 
to provide agalnft the ftorm. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Having named the leagues made by his Majefty, I think it 
neceflary to put you in mind, that, fince the clofe of the laft 
war, his Majefty hath made fcveral leagues, to his own great 
honour, and of infinite advantage to the nation: one, known 
by the name of the triple alliance, wherein his Majefty, the 
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Crown ,of Sweden, and the States of the United Provinces, 
are engaged to preferve the treaty at Aix- la Chapelle, concern¬ 
ing a peace between the two then warring princes; which 
league produced that effeft, that it quenched the fire which 
was ready to have fet all Chriftendom on a fiame; and(bcfide 
other great bcncflrs by it which flie ft ill enjoys) gave opportunity 
to tranfmit thofe iorces againft»thc infidels, which would 
(otherwife) have been imbrued in Chriftian blood. 

Another, between his MajcHy and the faid States, for a 
mutual aftiftance, with a certain number of men and (hips, ia 
cafe of invafion by any others. 

Another, between his Majefty and the Duke of Savoy, efta- 
blilhing a free trade for his Majefty’s fubjedts at Villa Franca, 
a port of his upon the Mediterranean, and through the domi- 
r.ions of that prince, and thereby opening a palfagc towards a 
rich part c'f Italy and part of Germany, which will be of 
very great advantage, for the vending of cloth and other our 
hojiue commodities, and bringing bacXjfilk and other materials 
for manufa£i:urcs here. \ 

Another, between his Majefty and the King of Denmark, 
whereby thofe impofitions which were lately laid upon our 
trade there arc taken oft^ and as great privileges are granted to 
our merchants as ever they had in former times, or as the fub- 
jecls of any other prince or ftate do now enjoy^ 

And another league upon a treaty of commerce with the 
Crown of Spain, whereby there is (not only) a ceflion, and 
giving up to his Majefty, of all their pretenlions to Jamaica, 
and other the iflands and countries in the Weft Indies, in the 
pofteftlon of his Majefty or his fubjcfls ; but withal, free li¬ 
berty is given for his Majcftj’s fubjecls to enter their ports, 
for viduals and water, and fitfety of harbour j and return, If 
ftornis and other accidents bring them thither: privileges which 
were never before granted by them, cither to the Knglifti or 
any others. 

Not to mention the leagues formerly made with Sweden and 
Portugal, and the advantages which we enjoy thereby; nor 
thofe treaties now depending between his Majefty and France, 
or his Majefty and the States of the United Provinces, touch¬ 
ing commerce, wherein his Majefty will have a fingiilar re¬ 
gard to the honour ot the nation, and alfo to the trade of it, 
which was never greater than now it is. ■» 

In a word, almoft all the princes of Europe do feek his 
Majefty’s friendfhip, as acknowledging they cannot fecure, 
much lefs improve, their prefent condition without it. 

His Majefty is confident, that you will not be content to 
fee him deprived of all the advantages which he might pro- 
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dire hereby to his own kingdoms, nay even to all Chrlllen- 
dom, in the repofe and qviict of it that you will not be con¬ 
tent abroad to fee your neighbours flrengthening ihcmfelvcs in 
fliipping fo much more than they were before, and at home to 
fee the government ftruggling every year with ditlicultics, and 
not able to keep up our navies equal with theirs. 

He finds, by his accounts, that from the year 1660 to the 
late war, the ordinary charge of the tlect (ccmmwiibxts anu 'is) 
came to about five hundred thoiifand pounds a year, and it 
cannot be fiipportcd with lefs : if that particular alone takes 
up fo much, add to it the other conllant charges of the go¬ 
vernment, and the revenue (althougli the commillioncrs ot the 
treafury have managed it with all imaginable thrift) v\lll in 
no degree fiiffice to lake off the debts due upon inlcreft, much 
lefs give him a fund for the fetting out this fleet, which, by 
eftimate thereof, cannot colt Id’s than eight hundred thoufand 
pounds. 

His Majefty, in bistort gracious fpeech, hatli exprefled 
the great fenfe he hatatT^your 7 .c:il jik! affeoUon tor him : 
and as he will ever retain a ^latelul menufry nt your former 
r’eadinefs to fupply him in H lus cxigem ies, lo he <!oth with 
particular thanks acknov. ledge \oiir fr#nk and cheerful gilt of 
the new duty upon vines at y«)ur l.u'l meeting : but the lame is 
like to fall very Ihort in value ot what it was coucci\ed to be 
worth ; and fliouhl it liave anfwered expedlation, yet far loo 
fliori to cafe or help him upon ihefe ( ccafions. 

And therefore, fuch a lupply as may enable him to take off 
his debts upon interefl, and let out tins fleet againlt ilie next 
fpriiig, is that which kc defircs from you, and rccommcnils it 
to you as tliat which concerns the honour and fupport ot the 
government, and the welfare and fafety of yourl'ehes and the 
whole kingdom. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You may perceive, by what his Majefly hath already faid, 
that he holds it rcquifitc that an end he put to this meeting 
before Cliriftmas: it is fo, not only in reference to the pre¬ 
paration of his fleet, which mult be in a rcadinefs in the 
fpring, but alfo to the fcafou of the year; it is a time when 
you w’ould be willing to be in your counties, and your neigh¬ 
bours would <be glad to fee you there, and partake of your 
hofpitality and charity ; and you thereby endc;ir yourfclves tmto 
them, aiu! keep up that intcreff and power an.onglt them which 
is neceffary for the fervice of your King and country. And 
a recefs at that time (leaving your bufinels tinfiniihcd till your 
return^ cannot be either touvenient for you, or fuitablc to 
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iVic condition of his Majefty’s affairs, which requires yonr 
fpeedy, as well as affcdlionate, conlidcraiion. 

'I'liis is all I have in command to Cay at this time. 


Epecch by the Speaker of the PPoufc of Commons^ A [arch 6, 1671-2. 

May it plcafc your moft Excellent Majclly, » 

'T^HE knights, citizens, and hurgelfes, in the Commons 
Houfc of Parliament, taking into their ferious conlidera- 
tinn the fnpply of your Majclty, for the carrying on the great 
charge of the gov^ernment and payment of your Majefty’s debts, 
prefent your Majefty with tvvv) bills \ the one intituled, ** An 
“ Acl tor granting a Sublldy to his Majefty, for Supply of his 
extraordinary Occafions,” the other, “ An Adi for an Ad- 
“ ditional Excife on I 3 cer, Ale, and other Litjuors which 
tliey befeech your Majefty to accept of, as an carnclt of their 
dutiful affections to you. \ 


Edict of his Majefty’s Speech, March 6, 1671-2. ■ 

My I .ords and GerJilemcn, 

T HAVE uotliiug to fay to you now, but to thank you very 
heartily for the tvvo bills now paffed for my fupply ;• and to 
delire you to make what hafte you can in fuch public bills as 
are in your hands, that tlierc may be a recefs towards the lat¬ 
ter end of this month. 


j'PUrtJs by both IToitfes^ prejentefi to his Afajeftyy for preventing 
the Gro‘u.>ih of Popery^ AJarch 13, 1671-2. 

May it plcafc your inoft Excellent Majefty, 

your Majefty’s inoft humble and loyal fubjedts, the 
Lords fpiritiial and temporal, iind Commons, in this pre¬ 
fent Parliament aflemblcd, being fenfible of your Majefty’s 
conftancy to the prolcflant religion both at home and abroad, 
hokl ourfelves b(nind, in ccuifcicnce and duty, to reprefent to 
your moll facred Majefty the caufes of the dangerous growth 
of popery in thefe your Majefty's dominion*, the ill confe- 
quences whereof we heartily deiire maybe prevented; and 
therefore, what we humbly conceive to be fome prefent reme¬ 
dies for the faid growing mifchicfs, wc have hereunto added, 
in our nioft humble petitions. 
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Caufes of the Growth of Popery. 

t. that there are great numbers of priefls and jcfiilts 
frequenting the cities of London and Weftminfter, and mod 
•of the counties of this kingdom, more than formerly, fedu- 
ckig your Majefty’s good fubjedls. 

2. That there arc feveral chapels and places ufcd for ftying 
of mafs, in the great towns, and many other parts of this 
kingdom ; belides thofe in ambaifaclors hcuifes \ whither great 
numbers of your Majclly’s fubjeefs conllanily refort and re¬ 
pair without controiil, and efpecially in the cities cl London 
and Weftminfter, contrary to the cllabliilicd lau'?. 

3. That there arc fraternities or convents of Knglilh pnpifli 
priefts and jefuits at St, James, i nd at the Combe in Herctord- 
(hire; and others, in other parts of the kingdom ; beful's, fe- 
veral fchools are kept in divers parts of this kingdom, tor the 
corrupt educating of youth in the principles of popery. 

4. The common and|^iiblic felling of p ipiih catcchifms, 

and other feditious popKi%;;)oks, even in the time of Parlia¬ 
ment. * 

• . 

* 5. The general remitTnefs 0/ the magillrate*;, and other of¬ 
ficers, or clerks of the alli^e, and cleiks of the peace, in not 
convicting of papitts, according to law. 

6. That fufpefled reciifants arc free from all offices charge¬ 
able and troiiblefome; and do cnjf)y the advantages of otlices 
and places beneficial, executed cither by themfclves, or per- 
fons intruded by them. 

7. That the advowfance of churches, and prefentations to 
livings, arc difpofed of*by popifh recufants, or by others in¬ 
truded by them, as they dircil; whereby mofl: ot thofe li\ ings 
and benefices are filled with fcandalous and unfit minifters. 

8. That many perfons take the liberty to fend their children 
beyond the fcas, to be educated in the popifh religion ; and 
that feveral young perfons arc fent beyond the feas, upon the 
notion of their better education, under tutors or gvi.irdians, 
who are not put to take the oaths of allegiance and fiipremacy ; 
and ufually corrupt the youths under their tuition imopcipery. 

9. That there hath been few exchequer proccll'cs illiicd forth 
(ince the adl of oblivion, againft the popifh recufants convibf, 
though many have been certitied thither. 

10. 1 he grdit infolcncics of the papids in Ireland, where 
doth publicly appear archbifhops and bifhops, rcputc<t to be 
made fucb by the pope, in oppofnion to thofe made under his 
Majefty’s authority, according to the religion eftabliflied in 
England and Ireland ; and the open cxcrcifc of mafs in Dub- 
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lin, other parts of that kingdom, is a further great caufe 
of the prtfcnt growth of popery. 

TItal Peter Talbot, the reputed archbifliop of Dublin, was 
publicly confccrated fo at Antwerp, with great and pid)lic fo- 
Icmnity ; trom whence he came to London, where he excr- 
cifed his funJ-dion, and was, all along his journey to Chcllcr, 
treated with the charadter of “ His Grace,” by the popifli 
recu'anls whom he viflitd ; and, at his landing in Dublin, 
he was received with very great folcmnity by thofc of the 
popiih religion there j where alfo he cxcrcifed his funftion 
publicly, great multitudes then flocking to him ; and Itill con¬ 
tinues to do the f.i:ue: his prefent relidencc is w'ithin three 
miles of Dublin, at his brother’s. Colonel Richard Talbot, 
who is now herfoliciting your Majcll), as public agent, on 
the behalf of the liilh papifls of that kingdom. 

'I'hai Remedies agalnjt thefe grouiifig Afjchttfsy ‘a.t, the Lords 
and 'Temporaly and Commo\}St in this prejint Parlia- 

nuiit ajjtmblcdy duy in all humility-eprejent to your Sacred 

Alajelty, in thefe our Petitions foll/'Mll^ : 

1. THAT your Majefty, by your proclamation, would be 
mo/t graciouily plcafcd to commatid, that all popiih priefls and 
jd'uits do depart this realm, and all other your Majefly’s do¬ 
minions, on or before a fhort day to be ptefixed, at their perils; 
cxcej'ting only fiich foreign priclls as attend her Majcity s per- 
fon by the contradl of marriage, and ambafladors, according 

10 the law of nations : and that all judges and juitices of the 
peace, and all other minillers and officers of juitice, do caufe 
the laws now in force againft popifli ,rccufants to be put in 
due cxpcutioti ; and, in the firft place, for the fpeedy convic¬ 
tion of fuch popiih rccufants, that all judges and juitices afore- 
faut do llri^tly give the faid laws in charge unto the juries, 
at all adi/xs and feffions, under the penalty of incurring your 
Majelly’s highell difplcafure. 

2. 'I’hat your Majcity w'ould be gracioufly pleafed to rc- 

11 rain and hinder the great concourfc of your native fubje6ts 
from hearing of mafs, and other cxercifes of the Romilh re¬ 
ligion, in the hoiifes of foreign ambafladors or agents, and in 
all other chapels and places ot this kingdom. 

3. 'I'hat your Majcity would be mod gracioufly pleafed, 
out of your molt princely wifdom, and pious copfidcraiion, to 
take care, and caufe that no office or employment ot public 
authority, trull, or command, in civil or military afiairs, be 
committed to, or continued in, the hands of any pcrlon, being 
a popiih iccufant, or jullly fufpcifled to be fo. 


4. That 
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4-. That your Majefly would be gracioufly plcafed,to take 
notice of all fraternities and convents of Knglifli and other 
popilh priefls, jefuils, or friars, and fchools for the educating 
of youth in the principles ot popery, creeled \\ithin your 
Majclly's dominions ; and to caufe the fame to be abolillied, 
and the faid prielts, jefuits, friars, and fchoolmailers, to be 
duly pnnilhed for fuch their infolcncies, 

5, That your Majefty would he gracioufly picafed, froiu 
time to time, to require, and caufe, that all the odiccrs of, or 
relating to the exchequer, iiliie forth procefs effbclually upon 
popilh recufants convidl ccriilied thither: and that fuch olliccr, 
as lhall refufe or neglc£l to do his dut} as aforel'aid, be fe- 
vercly pnnilhed for fuch his failure. 

6. That your Majelly woiiltl be gracioiidy plcafi J to give 

order for apprehending, and bringing over into England, one 
riimckclt, A\ho goes under the name of Priniate of Ireland, 
and one Peter Talbot, who takes upon him the name of 
Archbilhop of Dublin, tto anfwcr fuch matters as lhall be ob¬ 
jected againft them, *' 

I'o thefe otir moil fiunmlc petitions, pn)cc''ding from our 
Suty and zeal for the glory of God, and good of voui f.icred 
Majefty, and from the care nicumheqt on us, for t!ie fafety 
and peace of thefe yotir iVIajcllv kingdoms, we do, in all h\i- 
ntiJity, befccch your Majeity to vonchfafe a gravious anfwcr. 

And we your Majclly’s moll loyal and obedient fubjcels, 
the Lord and Commons in this prefent Parliament al- 
fcmbled, fhall ever pray lor your Majelly‘s long and 
liappy reign over us ; and, as in coiiicicucc we arc 
obliged, fhall Cotillanlly adhere to, and allill your Mu- 
jelly, in the maintenance and defence ot your Majclly’s 
fupremacy, and the true protellant religion now ella 
blilhed in yotir Majclly’s dominions, in oppolition to 
all foreign powers and popilh preienfions whatfoever. 


His Majefty's anlwcr was to this effect : 



that the laws againft popery fliouhl be put in execution; atul 
that he would take all the care he could, for fupprclTing the 
growth of popery. 

That it was no wonder, if he did make a diftinclion between 
thofe who had newly changed their religion, and thofe who 
were bred up in it, and had faithfully Icrved his father and 
himfelf, ia the late wars. 

KJfUi 
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Effect of the Speaker’s Speech, April 2a, 1761-2. 

f^IIA'r his MajeRy was plcafecl, in Odfober lafl, (when the 
”*■ Parliament then met) to acquaint them how his revenue 
was clogged with debts \ and that the Commons, taking the 
fame into coniiderution, refolvcd to fupply his Majefly accord¬ 
ingly ; and that, on the lixth day of jVJurch laR, he prefented 
tlis MajcRy, from the Houfe of Commons, with the fubfidy 
and excife bills \ and now, by their command, he prefented 
his Majcfty with the bill for laying impofuions on proceedings 
at law : that iie was commanded humbly to befecch his Ma- 
jcRv, that tile revenue thereof might be efFe£lually applied tp 
the paymcjii of his debts: and tliai he had further in com¬ 
mand from them, to let his Majefty know, that they had en¬ 
larged the time lor the impofitions on jjrocccdings at laAv to 
nine years, that thereby his Majelly might be the better ena¬ 
bled to falisiy his debt owing to t)ic Prince of Orange; he 
begged his jvirdon, that he called it his debt, it being con- 
trackd for fupplics afforded to his-i'oVjl father and himfclf in 
ih<ir Miihapp) neceRlties, and therefore not to be forgotten- 
Jfe faivi, tl'.at f;e{)graphers write-.of fome iilands called 
!\ttui:u/,r, wliofe harvl'R is faid to be in March and April; 
lie hoped, that England ni'ght be accounted one of thofe 
iilamls, having afforded his Majefly fnch a crop in March lad, 
and this April, which he humbly hefoughi his Majcfty to ac¬ 
cept as a pledge of their dutiful affeiliou to him. 


Ilis Majefty then fpakc as'followcth; 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T CilVE you very hearty thanks for the fupply you have now 
given me. His Majcfty alfo proceeded further to thank 
them lor what ilicy had further intended him; and affiired 
them, “ '['hat what thev had given him fhould be employed 
toward the payment of his debts, and his expenfes for this 
“ year : that it was now time for them to go into their coun- 
lies ; and he defued them t<' lake care that in the laying and 
“ colUIdling the fubiidy they had given him, it might be 
“ improved to what they intendevl.” He faid further, “ That 
he intended the Parliament fhould be prorbgucd, not to 
meet again for almoft a year ; but hoped iliat when they do 
“ meet, they would come again with the fame affe£lions to 
his fcriice as formerly ; and what he had further to fay to 
them, they ftiould imderftand by tlie Lord Keeper.” 


Then 
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Then the Lord Keeper fpake to this effed : 

My Lords and Qcntlemcn, 

TJIS Majefty hath told you with how great fatisfadion he 
hath accepted your fiippllcs, as real tellimonics of the 
conftancy of your good affedions. 

His Lordfliip further told them, “ That many of them be- 
** ing cominiilioners in the country for the new fublidy, his 
** Majeily fired them to ufe their endeavours to make it ef- 
fedual, and fuitable to their intentions ; and willicd them 
to allure their neighbours, that he would employ the monies 
** entirely towards the payment of his debts/’ 


Speech hy the Lord Chancellor^ February 4, 1673. 

My Lords, and you, the Knights, Citizens, and Burgofles, 
of the Houfc CoiY^fTc^is, 

"S/TIS Majefty hath commanded me to tell you, that he hath 
many things to fay to yo^i : but he thinks not this a pro¬ 
per time, but will defer it till the HouiH (4 Cimnnons he com¬ 
pleted with a new Speaker; for hi* Majefty hath, lincc the 
Jaft fellion, as a mark of his favour to his Houfe of Commons, 
and that he might reward fo good a lenant, taken their late 
fpeaker. Sir Edward Turner, to be Lord Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer, and called him by writ to be an aftiftant to this 
Houfe. I am therefore commanded to acquaint you. Gentle¬ 
men of the Houfe of Commons, that it is tlic King’s plea- 
fure you repair to your Houfe, and eled’t a clifcrect, wife, and 
learned man ; who, after he hath been by you prefinted, and 
that prefentation admitted by his Majefty, ftiall then polLl's 
the office of your common mouth and fpeaker. And the King 
is pleafedto be here to-rnorrow in the atternoon, to recci\e tlie 
prefentment of him accordingly. 


Sketch by Sir Job Charlton^ Speaker of the Houfe of Commonly 

Feb. 5, 1673. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

'HE knights, citizens, and burgefles, of your Houfe of 
Commons, in obedience to your royal command, have 
proccecdcd to the choice of a Speaker. They have among 
them many worthy perfons eminently qualified for fo great a 

Iriift * 
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tnift; yet, with too favourable an eye, have caft it upon me, 
Vho am really confeious to myfclf of many infirmities, ren¬ 
dering me much unlit for fo great an employment. And al¬ 
though my endeavours of cxcufing myfclf before them have 
not been fuccefsful, yet they have been fo indulgent as to per¬ 
mit me to continue my endeavouis therein before your Ma- 
jefty’s mod piercing and difeerning judgment. 

The veneration due to Majcfiy, which lodgeth in every 
loyal bread, makes it not an eafy matter to fpeak before 
your Majcdy at any time, or in any capacity. But to fpeak 
before your Majedy in your exaltaticn, thtis glorioully fup- 
ported and attended, and that as Speaker of your Houfe of 
Commons, retjuiies greater abiliiies than 1 can pretend to 
own. * 

J am not alf) without fear that the public affairs, wherein 
your Majeily and your kingdom in this jundure of time are fo 
highly concerned, inav receive detriment through my weakrefs. 

1 therefore, w ith a plain htimble heart, prodrate at your 
royal feet, bcfeech that you will (oinn■?nd them to review what 
they have done, and to proceed to anodicr eletSlion, 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by diredions from his Majefty, 

returned this aiifwcr: 

Mr, Serjeant Charlton, 

King hath very attentively heard your dlfcrcct and 
handfomc difeourfe, w’hercby you endeatour to cxcufe and 
difablc yourfelf for the place of Speaker : in anfwer whereof, 
his Majedy itath commanded me to fay'to you, that he doth in 
no fort admit of the fame ; for his Majcdy hath had l6ng ex¬ 
perience of your abilities, good alfedtion, integrity, and refo- 
Intion, in feveral employments of great trnd and w'cight. He 
knows you have been long a Parliament man, and therefore 
every way fitted and qualified for the employment. Bcfides, 
he cannot difapprovc the eledion of this Houfe of Commons, 
efpecially when they have exprelfcd fo much duty in chufing- 
one worthy and acceptable to him. And therefore the King 
doth allow of the eledion, and admits you for Speaker. 


Whereupon Mr. Speaker made this roply. 

Great Sir, 

CINCE it is your gracious plcafiirc not to accept of my luim- 
^ ble excufe, but by your royal approbation to fix me under 
this great though honourable weight, and to think me fit to be 

inveded 
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invefted with a tnift cf fo high a nature as this is ; I ,t;ikc it, 
in the firft place, to be incumbent upon me, that I render 
you*’ Majclly all pollibic thanks; which I now humbly do, 
with a heart iull of all duty, and affedled with a deeper lenfe 
of gratitude than I can find w'ords to exprefs. 

Next, from your royal deterniiiuifion in this affair, where¬ 
by you have imprinted a new charadcr upon me, 1 take cou¬ 
rage againft my own diffidence, and cheerfully bend myfclf. 
with Inch ftreiigth anil ahilifies as CIoil fhall give, to the ferr 
vice lo gracii'ully afligned me ; no way doubting that your 
Majelty will pleafe to pardon my frailties, to accept of my 
faithful endeavours, and always to look favourably upon the 
work of your own hands. 

^nd now. Sir, my tirlf entrance upon this forvicc obliges 
me to make a few necchfary, but humble petitions, on the be¬ 
half of your molt lo)aland dutiful Houfc of Commons : 

1. That, for ovlr better attendance on the public fcrvicc, 
W'C and our fervants may be free in our perfon.s and 
cflates from arrei^and other diilurbinces. 

2 * That, in <jui- ^cba*Pes, libeiiy and freedom of Ipcecii 
be allowed us. 

3, That, as occafimis flTall require, your Majcfly, iipoji 
our humble fuir, and at fucfi times as your Majclly 
fhall judge feufonablc, will vouchfatc us uccefs lo your 
royal perfon. 

4. Tliat all our proceedings may recc•i^e a favourable 
conltrudlion. 

That God who hath broiudit vou back to the throne of sottr 
fathers, and with you ^11 our comforts, grant you a h.>ng and 
profperous rejgn, and fend yoti victory over all ) ’ur cnemi'-s ; 
and every good man’s heart will fay, Amen. 


Upon which, bv his Majefty's further diredion, the Lord 
Chancellor faid as followeth : 

Mr. Speaker, 

'HE King’s Majefly hath heard, and wcil weighed, your 
■*" Ihort and eloquent oration ; and, in the hrfl place, much 
approves that you have with fo much advantage introduced a 
ifioiter w'ay rjf fpeaking upon this occafion. His Majclly 
doth well accept of all thofc dutiful and afFeilionatc cxprcniotis 
in which you h.tve delivered yotir fiibmillion to liis royal plca- 
fure ; and looks upon it as u good omen to his affairs, and as 
an evidence that the 1 loule of Commons have ffill the fame 
heart, that have cliofen luch a mouth. The conjundlure of 
i time. 
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time, the King and kingdom’s affairs require fuch a Houfeof 
Commons, fuch a Speaker; for,- with reverence to tlie Holy 
Scripture, upon thisoccafion the King may fay, He that is 
not with me, is againft me for he that doth not now put his 
hand and heart to fupporl the King in the common caufe of this 
kingdom, can hariliy ever hope for fuch another opportunity, 
or find a time to make f.itisfaclion for the omiilion of this. 

Next, 1 am commanded by his Majcffy to anfwcr your four' 
pctiiions ; whereof the lirfl being the freedom of you and yotir 
iervauts, your perfons and eftates, without arrefts or other 
diitiirbance, the King has gracioully pleafed to grant it, as full 
as to any of your predecciTors: the feeond, for liberty and freedom 
of fpeccb : the third, for accefs to his royal perfon ; and tho 
fourth, that your prtxrcedings may receive a favourable con- 
Uriidfion ; are all freely and fully granted by hisMajcfly. 


Then His Majeily fpakc as followeth : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, _ • 

T AM glad to fee you here this day. f would have called you 
fooner together, hut that 1 was \\ illing to cafe you and the 
country till there were an ahfolutc ncceji’ty, * 

Since you were lafl lierc, I have been forced to a mod im¬ 
portant, necclfary, and cxpenfive war; and I make no doubt 
but yoti will give me fuiiable and cffLcLi.d alfidance to go 
throtigh with it. I refer you to my declaration for the caufes, 
and indeed the necellity ol this war; and fhall now only tell 
you, that I niigltt iiave digefted the indignities to my own per¬ 
fon, rather tluii have hnatglu it to thi'-Extremity, if the intc- 
rert as well * as tl.e honour of the whole kingdom Ivad not been 
at llakc, and if i had omitted this conjun£lure, perhaps I had 
not again ever mtt with the like advantage. 

You will find, that tltc la(l fupply you gave me did not an- 
fwer expectation lor the ctuls you gave it, the payment of my 
rlcbts: thcrefne I muil, in the next place, recommend them 
again to your efpetial care. 

Some few days heiore 1 decl.ircd the war, I put forth my 
declaration for indulgence to diilciUers, and have hitherto 
found a good elKcl ot it, by fecuriug peace at home, when I 
had war abroad, riu ie is one part in it that hath been fubjecS 
to mirconllnutions, which is that concerning tltc papills ; as 
if mote liberty were granted them than to the other recufants, 
■when it is plain there is lei's ; for the others have public places 
allowed them, and 1 never intended that they lliould have any, 
but only have the freedom of their religion in their own houfes, 

without 
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without any concourfc of others. And I could not grapt them 
lei's than this, when I had extended fo much more grace to 
others, moil of them having been loyal, and in the fervice of 
me and of the King, my father; and in the whole courfe of 
this indulgence, I do not intend that it iliall any way preju¬ 
dice the church, but 1 will fupport its rights, and it in its full 
power. Having laid this, I lhall take it very ill to receive 
contradiction in what I have done. And, I W'ill deal plainly 
with you, I am rcfolvcd to itick to my declaration. 

There is one jealoul'y moic, that is inalicioully fpread abroad, 
and yet fo weak and frivolous that 1 once thought it not of mo¬ 
ment enough to mention, but it may have gotten fome ground 
with fome well-minded people; and that is, that the forces I 
have raifed in this war were dcfigncd to controul law and pro¬ 
perty. I wiih I had had more forces lall fummer; the want 
of them then convinces me 1 mull raife more againrt this next 
fpring; and I do not doubt but you will conlidcr them in your 
fup plies. ^ • 

1 will conclude with ^is afliirance to you, that I w ill pre- 
ferve the true reform^ pVotcllant religion, and the church 
s£s it is now ellablilhed in this kingdom, and that no man’s 
property or liberty ihall ever be invaded. 

1 leave the relt to the Chancellor. 


Then the Lord Chancellor fpake as follows: 

My Lords, and yon, the Knights, Citizens, and BurgciTes, 
of the Houfe of Commons, 

^T^HE King hath fpolcen fo fully, fo excellently w'tll, and fo 
-*■ like himfelf, that you are not to expcdl much from me. 
There is not a word in his fpccch that hath not its full w’ciglit 
and I dare with alfurance fay, will have its effcCl with you. 
His Majefty had called you fooner, and his affairs required 
it, but that he was refolved to give you all the eafe and 
vacancy to your own private concerns, and the people as much 
refpite from payments and taxes, as the neceflity of liis bufincfs, 
or their prefervation, would permit. And yet (which I can¬ 
not but here mention to you) by the crafty infinuaiions of 
fome ill-affedcd perfons, there have been fpread flrange and 
defperate rutryurs, which your meeting together this day hath 
fufficiently proved both malicious and falfe. 

His Majefty hath told you, that he is now engaged in an 
important, very expcnfive, and indeed a war abfolutcly ncccf- 
fary and unavoidable. He hath referred you to his declaration, 
W'herc you will find the pcrfonal indignities by piiStures and 

medals. 
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medals, and otlier public affronts his Majefty hath received 
from the States; their breach of treaties both in the Surinam 
and Eail India bufinefs ; and at lafl they came to that height of 
infolence, as to deny the honour and right of the flag, though, 
an undoubted jewel of this crown, never to be parted with, 
and by them particularly owned in the late treaty of Breda, and 
never contcfled in any age- And whilft the King firft long ex- 
,pe6led, and then fblcmnly demanded fatisfadion, they difputed 
his title to it in all the courts of Chrillcndom ; and made great 
offers to the French King, if he would Hand by them aiairn't 
lis. But the Mofl: Chrillian King too well remembered what 
they did at Munftcr, contrary to fo many treaties and folemn 
engagements, and how dangerous a neighbour they were to all 
crowned heads. 

7 'he King and his miniffers had here a hard time, and lay 
every day under new obloquies: fometimes they were re- 
prefented as felling all to France for money to make tliis war ; 
Portfmoiith, Plymouth, and Hull wore to be eiven into the 
French hands, for caution. 'I'lie next-day news came, that 
I'rancc and Holland were agreed.' 'Ihcn the obloquy was 
turned from treachery to folly. The mlnifters were now fools, 
tliat fome days before, were vdlains. And indeed the c<;>lFee- 
hoiifes were not to be 'blamed for their lait apprebcu-i Jiis, 
fince, if that conjunciion had taken effedf, then Engl-Ui i l!ad 
been in a far worle cafe than now' it is, and the war had been 
turned upon us. But both Kings, knowing their intereff, rc- 
folved to join againll *heni, who were ihe common enemies to 
all monarchies, and i may fay, cfpcciaMy to our’s, their only 
competitor tor trade and power at lea, and wlio only ftand in 
their w'ay to an univerl'al empire as great as Rome. This the 
States undcrltood 1..' wch, an l iiad iwallowed fo deep, that, 
under all their prel'ent diiUel-; and danger, they are fo intoxi¬ 
cated with that va(t ambition, that they iliglit a treaty, and 
rcfiifc a cefl'ation. 

All this you and the whole nation faw before the* iail war; 
but it could not then be fo well timed, or our alliances fo well 
made. But you judged aright, that at any rate, ddenda eji 
Carthago, that government was to be brought down ; and 
therefore the King in.iy well fay to you, ‘tls your war. He 
took his meafurcs from you, and they were juli and right ones; 
and he cxpcdls a fuitable allillance to lb neccilary and expen- 
five an action, which he* hath hitherto maintained at his own 
charge, atid w'as unwilling eitlier to trouble )ou, or burthen 
the country, until it came to an inevitable necellity. And his 
Majefly commands me to tell you, that unlefs it be a certain 
fum, and fpeedily raifed, it can never anfwcr the occafion, 

VoL. I. M My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Reputation is the great fupport of war or peace. This war 
had never begun, nor had the States ever flighted the King, or 
fever refufed him (atisfadion, neither had this war continued to 
this day, or (iibfllled now, but that the States were deceived in 
their mcafures, and apprehended his Majefty in that great want 
of money, tliat iie mufl fit down under any affronts, and wa,!?. 
not able to begin or carry on a war. Nay, at this day, the States 
fupport rhemfclves amongft their people by this only falfeliood, 
that they arc alhired of the temper of England, and of the Par- 
Jiamc/jt, and that yoti will not fupply the King in this war ; and 
that if the) can hold out till your meeting, they will have new 
life, and may take new meafures.” 'I here are lately taken 
two ot their principal agents, with their credentials and in- 
ftnicli'nis to this purpofe, who arc now in the Towxr, and 
lhall be proceedetl againit according to the law of nationb. 
But the King is lufficienily allured of his people : knows joii 
better; and can never^^oubt his Parliament. This had not 
been mentioned, but ^to Micw' you of what importance the 
^rankneis and fe.afonablenefs of this fupply is, as well as the 
lulr,-^„- o} it. Let me fay, the King hath brought the States to 
that h..ndition, that yotjr hearty conjundVion at this time, in 
g his Majtlly, will make them never more formidable 
tlarigerous to England. And if, after this, you 
luftcr tl’.em to get up, let this be remembered, the States o( 
Holland are England’s eternal enemy, both by intcrell and 
inclination. 

In the next place teethe fupply for the carrying on of the war, 
his Majefty recommends to you the taking care of his debts. 
What you gave the lafl feffion, did not near anfwer your own 
cxpeftaiion. Befidcs, another confiderablc aid you defigntd 
' his Majeify was unfortunately lofl m the birth ; fo that the 
King was forced, for the carrying on of his affairs, much againit 
his will, to put a flop to the payments out of the Exchequer. 
He faw the prefl’urcs upon himfelf, and growing inconvenien- 
cies to his people, by great intereft ; and the difference, through 
all his b'llmtfs, between ready money and orders. 'J'his gave 
the King the neccllity of that proceeding, to make ufe of his 
O’.t^n revv,nuc, wiiich hath been of fo great effe£l in this war. 
But, thoijgik he hath put a flop to itic trade and gain of the 
bankers, yet he w'ould be unwilling to ruin them, and opprefs 
fo many fj.H.iiies as are concerned in ihofe debts. Befldes, it 
were too difproportionable a burthen upon many of his good 
lubjc£l:<f. Jiut neither the bankers nor they have reafoii to 
complain, if you now take them into your care, and they have 
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pai J them what wa*; due to them when the flop was made, with 
I'lX percent, interefl from that lime. The King is very much- 
concerned both in honour and interefl: to fee ihi; done ; and yet 
he dcfires you not to mif-time it, but that it may have only the 
ftcond place; and that you will lirfl fettle w hat you ititend 
about the fupply. 

His Majeity hath fo fully vindicated bis declaration from 
that calumny concerning the papilH, that no reafonable fcrnple 
can be made by any good man. He hath fulhciently judined it 
by the lime it was piiblifhcd in, and the cfFedls he hath had 
from it; and might hdve done it more, from the agreeablenefs 
of it to his own natural difpofiiion, which no good Englifhmari 
can wilh other than it is. He loves not blood, nor rigorous fe- 
veriiics ; but where mild or gentle ways may be ufed by a wife 
prince, he is certain to chufe them. The church of England 
and all good prtneitants have rcafou to rejoice in fuch a head* 
and fuch a defender. His Majefty doth declare his care and 
concerns for the church, and will maintain them in all their 
rights and privileges, equal if not ,^cj^nd any of his predecef- 
fors. He was born and bred up in ik: it v/as that his fathef 
died for : wc all know how greapemptations and offers he re- 
lifled abroad, when he«was in his lowcfl conditionhe 
thinks it the honour of his reign, that he hath been the rtflOTer of 
the church : it is that he will ever maintain, and hopes to leave 
to pollerity in greater lullrc, and upon furer grounds than our 
anceftors ever faw it. But his Majeity is not convinced that 
violent ways are the interefl of religion, or of the church. 

I'hcrc is one thing more that I am commanded to fpcak to 
you of, which is, the jealoufy that hatl* been foolilhly fpread 
abroad, of the forces the King hath raifed in this war ; wherein 
the King hath opened himfelf freely to you, and confefl'cd the 
fault on the other hand : for if this lafl fummer had not proved a 
miracle of llorms and tempefls, fuch as fecured their Eaft India 
fleet, and protected their feacoafls from adcl'cent, nothing but 
the true reafon (want of money) could have juflilied thedc:<.Cl 
In the number of our forces. ’Tis that his Majefly is providing 
for .againfl the next fpring, having given out orders for the 
railing of feven or eight regiments more ot under the com¬ 
mand of pcifons of the greateft fortune and quality. And I am 
carneflly to recommend to you, that in your lupplics you will 
take into your conflderalion this necclfaj-y additioinof charge. 

And alter his Majefly's concluflon of his fpetoh, let me 
conclude, nay, let us all conclude, with blelliug God and the 
King: let us bid's God, that he hath given us fuch a King, to * 
be the repairer of our breaches both in church and llate, and 
the rertorer of our paths to dwell in ; that, in the midfl of w'ar 
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and miferj’, which rage in o»it ncighhoiir countries, o»ir gar¬ 
ners are full, and there is no complaining in ourllreets ; and 
man can hardly know there is a war : let us blcfs God, that 
hath given this King lignally the hearts of his people, and moil 
particularly of this Parliament, who, in their afFeilion and 
loyally to their prince, have exceeded all their prtdecclVors ; a 
Parliament withwnom the King hath many years lived with- 
all the carelfes of a happy marriage. Has the King had a con#- 
cern ? You have wedded it. Has his Majefly wanted fup- 
plies ? Yon have readily, checriully, cial fully provided tor 
them. You have relied upon the w lfdom and condinSl; of his 
Majefty in all his affairs, lo that yon ha\c never aticmpted to 
exceed your bounds, or to impofe upon him : wluKl the King, 
on the other hand, hath made your counfcls tiie foundation of 
all his proceedings; and hath been fo tender of you, that he 
hath upon his own revenue and credit endeavoured to fupport 
even foreign wars, that he might be lead uneafy to you, or 
burthenfome to his people. And let me fay, that though this 
marriage be according t(> Mofes’ law. where the hulbaud can 
give a bill of divorce, put her away, and take another, ye‘t, I 
dan allure you, it is as impoilible for the King to part with tliis 
Parhi 4.1 l«.ll f, as it's tor )c)u id depart f’^om that loyalty, affec¬ 
tion, Vnd dutiful behaviour, you have hitherto fliewcd lo.vards 
him. 

Let us blefs the King for taking away all our fears, and 
leaving no room for jcaloufies ; for thofe alfuranccs and pro- 
mifes he hath made us. Let us blefs God and the King, that 
our religion is fafe; that the church of England is the care of 
our prince ; that Par'iements arc fafe ^ that our properties and 
liberiics are fafe. What more halii a good Englilhman to alk, 
but that this King may long reign ^ and that this triple alliance 
of King, Parliament, and People, may never be dilfolved i 


After this, hi.-, Majedy fpake to this effed: 

/^NE thing I forgot to nun'ion to yon, which happened 
during this prorogation : I did give order that fome writs 
might ilTuc out, for the elevJdion of members indcad of thofe 
that are dead, to the end the Houfe might be full at their 
meeting ; and I arn midaken if this be not done according to 
former precdUents: but [ delirc that you fall not to any other 
bufinefs till you have examined that particular; and 1 doubt 
not but precedents will jullify what is done. 1 am as careful 
of all your privileges as of my own prerogative. 
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Ptliuott and Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons to the King^ 

Februaty 44, 1673. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majcfiy’s moll loyal and faithful fubjcdls, the 
^ ^ Commons ail'cmblcd in Parliament, do, in the firft place, 
as in all duty bound, return your Majelty our molt humble and 
hearty thanks for the many gracious piomifes and alTurances 
which your Majelty hath feveral times, during this prefent 
Parliament, given to us, that your Majefty would fccure and 
maintain unto tis the true reformed protellant religion, our li¬ 
berties and properties: which moll gracious aiiiirances your 
Alajelly hath, out of your great goodnefs, been pleafed to re¬ 
new ujito us more particularly, at the opening of this prefent 
fclfion of Parliament. 

And further, we crave Lave humbly to reprefent, that we 
have, with all duly and e\pcdItion, jaken into our conlidera- 
tion fever.d parts of your Majelty 's lalt fpecch to us, and w'ithal 
the declaration tliercin meuiioned;.,fui indulgence to dilFentcrs, 
dated the fificenth of March lall: and*we find ourfelv'es boui\dl 
in duly to inlorm your Majelty, that pHn^il llatutcs, in ma^fs 
tvcleliallical, cannot b^ riifpcndeJ but by ael of I^ 3 fflU'fi.;.'!ft 7 
We th( reforc, the knights, citizens, and burgefies,«f your 
Majelty’s Houfe of Commons, do molt humbly befeech your 
IVIajclly, that tlie faid law's may have their free courfc, until it 
fliall be otherwife provided for by act of Parliament: and that 
your Majelty would gracioully be pleafed to give fuch direc¬ 
tions herein, that no apprehenfions or jealoulies may remain 
in the hearts of your Majelty's good and faithful fubjects. 


Flh Afujtjlfs AnfxK'cy to the Piihion and Addrcf^ 
Fibiuaty 2 ^, tb/S- 

Citari.es Rex. 


TJlS Majelty bruh received an adtlrefs from you; and he 
hath ferioullv conlidercd of it, and returneth you this an- 
fw'er: 

That he is very much troubled, that that declaration, which 
he put out for ends fo necelfary to the quiet of his kingdom, 
and tfpccially in that conjiiiu^.ttire, ihould hal'C proved the 
caufe of difquict in his Houfe of Commons, and give occafion 
to the qncllioning of his power in ecclclialtics, which he finds 
not done in tlic reigns of any of his anceltors. He is fure he 
never had thoughts of ufing it othcivvife than it hath been 
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tntrufted in hijn, to the peace and eftablifhment of the church 
of England, and the cafe of all his fubjcils in general: neither 
doth he pretend to the right of fufpending any laws, wherein 
the properiies, rights, or liberties, of any of his fubjedfs are 
concerned ; nof to alter any thing in the cilablilhcd do6lrine 
or difcipline ol the church of England : but his only defign in 
this wafcj to take olF the penalties the ftatutes inflidl upondif- 
fenters; and which he believes, when well confulered of, you 
yourfclvcs wt)uld not wilh executed according to the rigour 
and letter of the law. Neither hath he done this with any 
thought of avoiding or precluding the advice of his Parliament: 
and if any bill Ihall be otFered him, which ihall appear more 
proper to attain the aforefrid ends, and fecure the peace of 
the church and kingdom, when tctidcred in due manner to him, 
,!ie will fliew' how readily he will concur in all ways that Ihall 
appear good for the kingdom. 

Given at the court at Whitciiall, the twenty-fourth of 
February, 1672-3. 




T^hanks of the Hoitfc r ' Ccmmois f/r his Alojtfy's , 

..-1 

Gnicious Sovereign, 

your Majeily’s niolf humble and loyal fubjccls, the 
knights, citi/ens, and burgeU'es, in this prefent Parlia¬ 
ment alfemhlcd, do render to your fiicrcd Majclly our moll 
dutilul thanks, for that, to our unrpeakable comfort, your Ma- 
jefty hath been plcafcd fo otten to reiterate nnto us thofe gra¬ 
cious promifes and alVnranccs of maintaining the religion now 
cftabliOied ; and the liberties and properties of your people : 
and we do not in the lealt meafurc doubt, but that your Ma- 
jefty had the fame gracious intentions, in giving faiisfadlion to 
your Aibjefls, by your anfwtr to our lali petition and addrels ; 
yet, upon a ferioio confidcration ilicrcot, vve find, that the faid 
anfwer is rot fufficient to clear the appfchinfiuns that may 
jnltly remain in the minds of your people, by your Majclly’s 
having claimed a power to fufpend penal flattttcs, in matters 
ecclefi^flical ; and which your Majclly does Itill fce*m to alfcrt 
in the faid anfwer, to be intruded in the crown, and never 
quedioned in the reigns of any of your anceftors : wherein w'c 
humbly, conceive, your Majcdy liath been very much mifin- 
foirmed \ fincc no fuch power was ever claimed or cxercifcd 
by any of your Majedy’s predeccdors: and if it ihould be ad¬ 
mitted, might tend to the intcrrupiing of the free courfe of the 
lawsj and altering the Icgdlative power, which hath always 

been 
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been acknowledged to refide in your Majefty, and your t^o 
Houfcs uf Parliament. 

We do therefore, with an unanimous confcnt, become again 
moft humble fuitors unto your I’acrcd Majelty, that you would 
be plcafed to give us a full and fatisfadory anfwer to our faid 
petition and addrefs : and that your Majefty would take fuch 
effectual order, that the proceedings in this matter may not, 
fpr the future, be drawn into confequence or example. 


Hii Majijty's mojt gracious Speech to the Iloufc of Pcer^f 

March 1, 1673. 

My Lords, 

know that, at the opening of this fellion, I fpake here 
^ to your fatisfaflion : it hath notwithllanding begotten a 
greater difquict in the Houfc ot Commons than I could have 
imagined. 

I received an addrefs from them"which I looked not for; 
and 1 made them ananfwcr that oii^ghj to have contented them; 
but, on the contrary, they have mavie me a reply, ot fuch,a 
nature, that I cannot think lit to proX^^ any further in tljis 
matter without your acWicc. f 

I have commanded the Chancellor to acqtiaint you ;;/ith all 
the tranfadlion, wherein you will find both me and yourfelves 
highly concerned. I am fenfible for what relates to me ; and 
1 afTure you, my Lords, 1 am not kfs fo for your privileges 
and the honour of this Houfe. 


Addtcfs of Thanhs hy the Houje of Peers to his Alajefy, 

TYTK, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament af- 
fcmblcd, do unanimouily prefent to your facred Majefty 
our moft humble thanks, for having been pleafed to communi¬ 
cate to us what hath paifed between your Majefty and the 
Houfe of Commons ; whereby you have gracioufly offered us 
the means of fltewing our duty to your Majelty, and of affert- 
ing the ancient jull rights and privileges of the Houfe of Peers, 


foint Addrefs f both Houfes to the Ki}ig» 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

TTY^E, your Majefty’s moft loyal fiibjeds, the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parlia¬ 
ment alfemblcd, being very fenfible of the great dangers and 
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mifchicfs that may arifc within this your Majefty’s rejim, by 
the incrcafe of Popifh rccufants amongft us; and confidering 
the great refort ot prieds and jefuits into this kingdom, who 
daily endeavour to feduce your Majelly's fubjeds from their 
religion and allegiance ; and how defirous your loyal fiibjeils 
arc, that no Popi(h recufanis be admitted into employments of 
truft and profit, and efpccially into military commands over 
the forces now in your Majefty’s fervicc j and having a tender 
regard to tlie prefervation of your Majelly’s perfon, and the 
peace and tranquillity of this kingdom, do in all humility 
defire; 

That your Majcily would be plcafcd to ilfiie out your royal 
proclamation, to command all prie fis and jefuits (other than 
fuch as, not being natural-born iuhjedls to )our Majelly, are 
obliged to attend upon your royal confort the '^lecnj to depart 
w'ithin thirty days out of this your Majefty’s kingdom; and 
that if any prieft or jefuit ftiall happen to be taken in lingland 
after the expiration of the faid lime, that the laws he put in 
due execution againft them; and that your Mujefly \\oi:ld 
pieafe, in the faid proclalna'don, to command all judges, jufticcs 
pf the peace, mayoi\y bailiffs, and other oiMeers, to put the 
fji d lattii in executioh accordingly. 

your ?*iajefty would likewifc lie pleafed, that the Lord 
Chancellor of England fiiall, on or beiore the five and ivveu- 
tieth clay of March inftant, iifuc out coinmiftions of Juinnus 
poieJtaLcm to the judge advocate and commillaries of the ir.uf- 
ters, and fuch other perfons as he fltall think fit (not being 
officers commanding foUliers,) to tender the oaths of allegiauee 
and i'lpicmacy to all officers and foldier? now in your ^lajefty’s 
fervicc and pay; and that fuch as refufe the faid oaths may be 
immediaii ly clifbandcd, and not allcnvcd or continued in any 
pay or penlion ; and that the Chancellor (hall reciuire due re¬ 
turns to be made thereof within fome ccjiivenie-nt time after the 
iffuing out of ihc faid commiflions. 

That the faid commillaries of the mullers be commanded 
and enjoined, by your Majefty’s warrant, upon the penalty of 
lofing their places, not to permit any officer to be nuiftercd in 
the fervice and pay of your Majefty, until he (hall have taken 
the oaths of allegiance m»l fupreinaey, and received the Sacra¬ 
ment of the Lord’s fiippei according to the law s and ufage of 
the chj^itrch oj* England; and that every foldier ferving at land 
lhall take the faid oaths before his firft mnftcr, and receive the 
facranient in fuch manner betorc his fccond miiftcr. 

And this we prefent in all dutifiilnefs to your TVIajcfty’s 
princely wdfdom and confitleraiion, as the beft means tor tlie 
fatisfying and compofing the minds of your loyal fuhic<?fs ; 

humbly 
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^umbly dcfiring your Majefty gracioufly to accept of this otir 
petition, as proceeding from hearts and aiFe^lions entirely de¬ 
voted to your Majefty's fervice, and to give it your royal ap¬ 
probation. 

His A^ajefly mo/} gracious Speech^ jHarch 8, 1673. 

My T.ord-^ and Gentlemen, 

ESl'KRDAY you prefented me an addrefs, as the bell 
means for the fatistying and compofing the minds of my 
fubjeds ; to which 1 freely and readily agreed; and 1 (hail 
take care to fee it pertormed accordingly. 

J hope, on the (nh(.r fidf., yon, (ientlcmcn of the Houfe of 
Commons, will do your part ^ for 1 .mult put you in mind, it 
is near live x>ceks llncc I demand^.d a fupply ; and what you, 
voted unaninioiilly upon it, did bo»h give hte to my affairs at 
home, and difhearttned my enemies abroad: but the Teeming 
dehu it hath * met w ithal fincc, hath made them take new 
courage; and they are now prep^rii;g for this next fummer 
a greater fleet (as they fay) than ever |hcy had yet ; fo that, if 
the fupply be nor very fpcedily (^ifpatcflbjj, it will be altogether 
ineffcClual; and the fifety, honour, and 
muii: of ncccMity be expofed. Pray lay this to heart ^-^nd let 
not the fears and jcaioufies of fome draw an inevitable ruin 
upon us all. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

If any feruple remain with you concerning the fufpenfion 
of penal laws, I here faithfully promifc.' you, that what hath 
been doiie in that particular fliall not for the future be drawn 
either into confeqticncc or example ; and as I daily expert 
from you a bill for niy fupply, fo, 1 allure you, I lhall as wil- 
llngU receive and pafs any other you fliall offer me, that may 
lend to the giving you fatisfacfion in all your jufl grievances. 


'I'hen, the Lord Chancellor rcpnrtcil, that both Houfes waited 
upon the King yeflerday, and prefented him with the ad- 
drefs againit the growth of popery; and his Majefty hath 
been plcafed lo return this anfwcr ; 

My Lords and Gentlemen, * 

T DO heartily agree with you in your addrefs, and (hall give 
fpeedy orticr to have it put in execution: there is one part 
to which 1 believe it is not your intention that it fhould ex- 


* Orig. meet. 


tend; 
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tend ; for I can fcarce fay thofe are in my pay tJial arc prc- 
fently to be employed abroad ; but a& for all tljc other parts, I 
ihall take care it fhall be done as you dcfire. 

After which, the Lord Chancellor faid, “ He had fomewhat 
more to impart to the Houfc, by the King\s command ; which 
was, that his Majcfty lall: night, having fpoken with fevera! 
members of both Houfes, found fome dilfatisfailion remained 
Concerning hisanfx er to their addiefs, in the particular of lljc 
olncers to be employed abroad; of wliich number he had five 
or fix that were of the befi oiiiccrs of France or Flanders ; 
and, being his own (bbjetts, he hath been very folicitous to 
get: but if that breed any mribrage, the King commanded him 
to let them know; tb it he uTolves to give both his Houfes full 


Fatisfa^lion lo fJv-dr defircs/' 

“ There was ani'thei partieolar, ','thc Lord Chancellor faid) 
he thought lit to acquaint lluin with; wliich, though it rvas 
ly his Majclly’s leave, yei it was not by hi-j command; how¬ 
ever, he thought it his j:iiity to acquaint the 1 Ionfe with it 
(Ml. Secrctaiv Coventry intcnilirg t>' ai.qnaint the Hnufc of 
Comntoiis with tlw fa”:?' his MajcMy had the htt night, 

m purfiiaiice ot what ^ nit-.iitUd, and n’cvlared tliis morn- 

Wgj^oiistmQiTij^ j^iei'/tirpenfiori of |»c:ial laws ;;<■)! being <or the 
futtiri drawn cVif.cr ii U) confequence or example, earned the 
criginih declaration under the great feal to be caucellcd in his 
prefence i whereof himfclf and fcseral other l.ords ci th*. 
council were witneire.-..” 


Mejlage fren. bis^AIajcf.y to ike Ihafe of C'jmmJHS^ 

JtJui t/? ^^7 d* 

Charles Rix. 

1 AM commanded by his Majefiy, in purfuance of his late 
mefTage, to acquaitit you, that his Majclly intendeth yon 
fhall rife before Ealler ; and therefore expects an expedition of 
fuch bills as are of mofl importance ; the hill of popery, am! 
that of fupply, particuiarly : and, for fnch other bills, that 
concern cither the public, or particular, and cannot be fo foon 
ready ; that they may not receive a difappointnicnt, his Ma- 
jefly rcfolvcth to make this an adjournment, till the beginning 
of Oftober ; when you may continue their profecution : and, 
in the mean time, his Majcfty will take fuch care of the pro- 
fefiant religion, as you ihall have no occafion to complain. 

At the court at Whitehall, this 24th day of March, 1673, 
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5it?(9 AddreJJes hy the Commons to the King^ March 35, 1675. 

TX 7 E your Majefty’s mort loyal fubje^ls, the Commons, in 
^ * this prefent Parliament aiFcmbled, conceiving ourfelves 
bound, in necelFary duty to your Majelty, and in clifcharge of 
the trult repofed in us, truly to inform your Majelly of the 
clfate of this your kingdom ; and, though we are abuiidantlyt 
fatished that it hath always been your royal will and picafnrei 
that your fubje£ls ihouid be governed according to the laws 
and cultoms of this realm ; yet finding, that contrary to your 
Majelly’s gracious intentions, fome grievances and abufes arc 
crept in; we crave leave humbly to reprefent them to your 
Majclly’s knowledge ; and to defirc, 

That the impofitiun of twelve pence a chaldron upon coal, 
for the providing of convoys, by virtue of an order ot council^^ 
tlatcd the filteenth of May 1672, may be recalled ; and aU 
bonds, taken by virtue thereof, canccUed. 

That your Majelly’s proclamation of the fourth of Decem¬ 
ber 1672, for prevention of difoftlefs which may be com- 
n'litted by foldiers; and w'hereby thc^ldicrs, now in you^ 
Majelly’s fervicc, arc, yi a mannl*r, excmfb'* oidi* 
nary couiTc of jufticc, may likewife be recalled. 

And, ulicrcas great complaints have been made, out of feve- 
ral parts ot this kingdom, of divers abufes committed in quara 
teriug of foldiers, that your Majelly would be pleafed to give 
order to redrefs thofe abufes; and, in particular, tliat no fol¬ 
diers be hereafter quartered upon any private houfes ; and that 
due fatisfadlion may be given to the innjjeepers and victuallers 
where they lie, before they remove. 

And, iince the continuance of foldiers in this realm will 
neceflarily produce many inconvenienciesr to your Majelly’s 
fubjeds, we do humbly prefent it as our petition ami advice, 
that, when this prefent war is eniled, all the foldiers, w^ich 
have been rutiled lince the lall fcllion of Parliament, may be 
dilbanded : 

That your MajcHy would likewife be pleafed to confidcr of 
the irregularities and abufes of prelling fi-lciiers; and to give 
order for the prevention thereof for the tuturc. 

And, although it hath been tiie courfc of former Parliament* 
to delirc redrefs in their grievances, before they proceeded ta 
give a fiipply ; yet we have fo full alfurance of your Majefty’s 
tendernefs and compallion towards your people, that we humbly 
prollratc ourfelves at your Majelty’s feet with thefe our petit 
lions ; deliring your Majelly to take them into your princely 
confidcration, and to give fuch order for relief of the fubjeCU, 
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and the removing thefe prelTures, as (hall feetn beft to your 
royal vvifdom. 


your Majefty’s moft loyal fubjeds, the Commons in 
this prefent Parliament alTcmblcd, taking into confi- 
deration the great calamities which have formerly befallen your 
Majedy's kingdom ol Ireland from the popilh rcciifants there, 
■who, for the inoft part, arc profeifed enemies to the proteiiant 
religion, and the Lnglilh iutereft ; and how they, making ill 
life of your Majclly's gracious difpoliiion and clemency, arc, 
at this time, grown more infolent and prefumptuons than for¬ 
merly, to the apparent danger of that kingdom, and your Ma- 
jelty’s proteftant liibjecls there; the confeejuence thereof may 
iikewife prove very fatal to this your kingdom of England, it' 
not timely prevented ; and having ferionfly weighed, what re¬ 
medies may be mod properly applied to thefe growing dilfem- 
pers, do, in all humility, prefent your Majeiiy v\ith thefe our 
petitions: 

That for eftabliOn'n^^ aftid quieting the porfcllions of your 
^ajefty's fiibjects iiVrihat kingdom, your Majclty would be 
pla^fe^ acf df fcttlemcnt, and the explanatory 

act tl^reupoii; and to recall the commilhon of inquiry into 
Irilh affairs, bearing date the feventeenih of January lail ; as 
containing many rsew and extraordinary pon ers, not Oiily to the 
prejudice of particular peiTons, wh^ie ellates and titles arc 
thereby made liable to be qncllioned; but, in a manner, to 
your overthrow of the faid acls of fettleme/jt \ and, if purfued, 
may be the occafion of great charge and attendance to maiiv of 
your fubjefls in Ireland; and fhake the peace and fecurity uf 
the whole kingdom. 

That your Majcfty would give order, that no papHf be ei¬ 
ther continued or admitted to be a commander or foldicr in that 
kingdotn : and, that becaule the Irilh papills have lurnllhcd 
themfelves with peat quar.tiiies of arms, that your Majelly 
would pleafe to give directions fo to difarm them, that they 
may not be ilangeroiis to the government there ; and that their 
arms be brouglit into the public magazine. 

That the like order may be given, that no papiUs be cither 
continued, or hereafter admitted to be judges, jultices of the 
peace, fhtri(fs, coroners, mayors, fovereigns, or portreves in 
that kingdo.o. 

■ That the tittilar popilh archbillnips, bifliops, \icars general, 
abbots, and all other cxereiling ‘ccck'ii.iflical jurifclidion by the 
Pope’s authority, and in particular i’eter Talbott, pretended 
Archbilhop of Dublin, for his notoiious diiloyaliy to your Ma- 
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jelly, and difobediencc and contempt of your laws, may ba 
commanded by proclamation forthwith to depart out of Ireland, 
and all other your Majefty’s dominions ; or otherwife to be pro- 
fecuied according to law; and that ali convents, feminaries, 
and public popilh fchools may be dilTolved and fupprelfed, and 
the regular priells commanded to depart, under the like penalty. 
That no Irilli papills be admitted to inhabit in any corpora¬ 
tion of that kijigdom, uiilcfs duly licenfed, according to the 
aforefaid atls of fettlcmcnt: and that your Majelly would be 
pleafed to recal your letters of the twenty-llxth of February 

1671, and your proclamation thereupon ; whereby general li¬ 
cence is given to fuch papills to inhabit in corporations there. 

'rhat} nir Majclty’s letter of the twenty-eighth of September 

1672, and tlie onlcr of council thereupon, wlicrcby your iVla- 
jei'ly’s fubjecls arc requiretl not tt* profccnle any adiions againft 
the Irilh, for any w'longs or injuries committed during the late 
rebellion, may likcw il'e be recalled. 

Th.it Colonel Richard T aibott, who hath notorioully af- 
fumed to himfclf the title of agent of the Rtiman Catholics in 
Ireland, be immediately difmiUccl dut of all command, either 
civil or uuHtary \ and forbid an aculjfs to your Majtlly’s 
court. f ^ , 

That your Majcfiy would be pleafed, from time to time, 
out of your princely wifdom, to give fiicli further orders and 
diredions to your Lord Lieutenant, or other chief governor of 
Ireland for the lime being, as may belt conduce to the encou¬ 
ragement of the Ergliih planters, and protellani intcreft there ; 
aiul the fupprcfllon of the iniolciicies and diforders of the Ijrifh 
papills. , 

Fhcfe our humble defircs wx prefent to your Majelly, as the 
bell means to prelcrvc the peace and fiifcty ot that your kingdom, 
which hath been To much of late endangered by the pradices of 
the fdid Iriih papills, and particularly of the i'.nd Richard and 
Peter'ralbotl ; and we doubt not but your Majelly vvill find 
the happ) ctfeds thereof, m the great fatisfadion and fecurity 
of your Majefly's perfon and government : w nich of all 
earthly things is moll dear to your Majcu)‘s molt loyal arid 
obedient fubjeds. 

~ 11 — iiiwi ■■ — 


ydnt /iJeUefsby both Houjis^ Ma^ch 27, 1673. 

Mod Gracious Sovertign, * 

your Majefly’s mod loyal and dutiful fubjeds, the 
Lords Spiritual and I'emporal, and Common.*:, in Par¬ 
liament aflembled, do humbly bcfeech your Majelly, that you 
will be gracioullv pleafed, bv your own example, fo encourage 
1 ' ' the 



f *74 ) 

tfje conftant wearing of the manufadliires of your own king¬ 
doms and dominions •, and to difcountcnance fuch perfons 
(men or women in your court) as ihall wear any manutadurcs 
made in foreign countries. 


His AJajfJty 5 mojl gracious Specihf Afarch 2 ^y 1673. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THANK yon very kindly for the fupply yon have given 
"*■ rac; and, that you may fee how kindly 1 take it, I have 
given to my fubjeds a general pardon, which I have made as 
large as e\er was granted by any of my predeccHors. What 
you have now left undone, 1 hope yon will finiili at your next 
meeting; and fo yon may adjourn yourfelves to the twentieth 
day of Odober next. 


His A'lujtfty s mojt gracious Speech, Oclobcr 2 7, 1673. 

(My Lords and Gepshemen, 

t THOUGH'^iTus day to have wcljomcd you with an ho- 
noumble peace ; my preparations for the war, and conde- 
fcenlions at the treaty, gave me great reafon to believe fo: 
but the Dutch Iia\e difappoinled me in that expedation, and 
have treated my ambafladors at Cologne with the contempt of 
conquerors, and not as might be expeded from men in their 
condition. They lia\e other thoughts than peace. 

T his obligcthjric to'inove you again for a fupply : the fafety 
and honour of the nation necellarily requiring it. It mull be 
one proportionable totheoccalion. And 1 midl tell you befides, 
that if 1 have it not fpcedily, the mifehief will be irreparable 
in my preparations for the next fpring. 

The great experience I have had of you, Gentlemen of the 
Hoiife of Commons, w ill not fuffer me to believe, that the ar¬ 
tifices of our enemies can polTibly dl\crt you from giving me 
this fupply ; or that you can tail of jdjulling the proportion of it. 

I hope I need not nfe many words to perfuadc yon, that 1 am 
Heady in maintaining all the profeflions and promifcs I have 
made yon concerning religion and property : and I lhall be very 
ready to ji,ivc‘you frefli i.nlances of my zeal tor preferving the 
eftahiifited religion and laws, as often as any other occafion 
ihall require. 

In the laft place, I am highly concerned to recommend to 
your coii.'iiieratioa and care, the debt I owe the goldfmiths, in 
which Very many other of my good fubjedls arc involved: I 

heartily 
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heottny.recommehJ their condition to you ; and defire youraf- 
fdUnce for their relief. 


A Mfjfage frutn His Majcjiy^ OBohcr 30. 1673. 

Chakt.es Riirc. 

TJiS Majefty having received an addrefs from the Houfe of 
Commons, prefcnting their humble deiirc, that the in¬ 
tended marriage between his Royal Highnefs and the Duchefs 
of Modena be not confummated; cominandeth this anfwer to 
be returned: 

That he perceiveth the Houfe of Commons have wanted a 
full information of this matter ; the marriage not being^ barely 
iniended, but completed according to the forms ufed among 
princes, and by his royal confent and atithoriiy: nor could he 
in the Icall fuppofe it difagrceablc to his Houfe of Commoos^ 
his Highnefs having been, in the view of the world, for feveral 
months, engaged in a treaty of marriage with another catholic 
princefs j and yet a Parliament held during that time, and not 
the kali exception taken at it. 


/iddt'ejy hy the Houfe of Commons, Otiobcr 31, 1673. 

your Majcfly’s moH humble and loyal fubjeSs, the 
^ Commons, in this prefent Parliament airembled, being 
toll of an airurauce of vour Majclty 's gracious intentions to pro- 
v>de for the cllablilhment of religion, and the prefervation of 
your people in peace and feenrity ; and terefe^ng the dangerous 
coulequcnccs which may follow the marriage of his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of York with the Princefs of Modena, or 
any other perfon of the popiUi religion; do hold ourfelvcs bound 
in confcicnee and duty to reprercni the fame to your facred Ma- 
jelly ■ (not doubting but thofe conftant tellimonies that wc 
have given your Majefty of our true and loyal afteftions to your 
facred perfon, will cafily gain a belief, that thefe our humble 
dclires proceed from hearts ftill full of the fame affections to¬ 
ward your facred Majelly, and with intentions to eltablilh your 
royal government upon thofe true fupports of the proteftant re¬ 
ligion, and the hearts of your people ;) v. i h all humility, de- 
liring your Majefty to take the fame into your princely confi- 
dcration ; and to relieve your fubje^ls from thofe fears and ap- 
prehenfions which at prefent they lie under, from the progrefs^ 
that has been made in that treaty. 

We, 
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We do therefore humbly befeech your Majefty to <?qftfider, 
that if this marriage do proceed, it will be a means to difquiet 
the minds of your proteflant fnbjc6ls at home, and to fill them 
with end^efs jcaloudes and difcontcnts; and will bring yoiu' 
Majelfy iiilofuch alliances abroad, as may prove highly prejiKli- 
cia!, if not deftruilive, to the intereft of the very proieiiant re¬ 
ligion itfelf. 

That \vc find, by fad experience, that fuch marriages have 
increafed and encouraged popery in kingdom; and given 
opportnnl’^j m priclls and jefuits :o p.oounaie tlicir opinions ; 
and fcdu^cd grtar numbers of yt-nr pioteUant fobj-cts. 

And \vc do already obferve, how much that par y are ani¬ 
mated wid) the h(ipes of this match, which weje lately difeou- 
T&gf d by your Majeif) s gracious c'onccllion:> in the lalt meeting 
of this Pailiameut. 

That we greatly fear this may be an occadon to IciU n the af- 
fcflions of tile people to his Royal H'ghncfs, vrho is lo nearly 
related to tlic crown ; anti whole honour and clteem we defiie 
miiy be always entirely preferved. 

.That, for another age/ af leaft, ibis kingdom will be under 
continual apprehenfion|^,)f the grov/lh of popery, and the dan¬ 
ger of the prdt f.t Un,*''Religion. 

Laftly, we confider, that this Princcls, having fo near a re¬ 
lation and kindred to many eminent peifons of the court of 
Rome, may give them great opportunities to promote their de- 
figtis, and carry on their pra£lices amongll us ; and by the fame 
means penetrate into your Majelly’s moll fccrct councils, and 
morecafily difeover the fiatc of the whole kingdom. 

And, finding, that the opinions of very many learned 
men it is generally’admitted, that fuch treaties and contrads by 
proxy are diffolvable; of which there arc fcvcral inllanccs to be 
produced; we do, in all humbicnefs, bcfccch your Majelly to 
put a flop to the confummation of this intended marriage : 
and this we do the more importunately defire, bccaufe wc have 
not, as yet, the happinefs to fee any ilfue of your Majefiy’s, 
that may fuccced in the government of tficfe kingdoms; which 
bleffing we moft heartily pray Almighty God in his due time lo 
bellow upon your Majelly and thefe kingdoms, to the unfpeak- 
able joy and comfort of all your loyal fubjeds; who defire no¬ 
thing more than to continue under tjie reigns of your Majclty> 
and your royaj pollerity for ever. 


Petition 
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Petition prefented to His Alajejlyy November 3, 1673. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

your Nlajefty’s moft loyal and obedient fubjeds, the 
^ ^ Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Parlia¬ 
ment alfcmbled, being paftionately fenfible of the calainitoui 
condition of this hingdom, not only by rcafon of the war, 
wherein it is at prefent involved, but many other inteftine dif¬ 
ferences and divifions amongft us, which are chiefly occafioned 
by the undermining contrivances of popifti recufants, wh fe 
numbers and infolcncics are greatly of late increafed, and whefe 
reftlefs pradices threaten a fubverfion both of church and ftate, 
all which onr fins have juuly deferved ; and, being now aflem- 
bled in Parliamen*, as thr great council of thi- your kingdom, 
to confult on fuch means to. \e ftiall tliink hiu ft to redrei'i tbe 
prefent evils wherewith wc arc furrounded ; we do, in the firft 
place, humbly befecch your Majefty^, that, by your cfpecial 
command, one or more days, may be forthwith folemnly fet 
apart, wherein both ourfclves, and. this your kingdom, may, 
by falling and prayer, feek a reconciliat'on at the hands of Al- 
mighty God ; and, with humble* and penitent hearts befeech* 
him to heal our breache#, to remove the evils we lie under, and 
to avert thofe iniferics wherewith we are threatened, and con¬ 
tinue the mercies we yet enjoy ; and that he will be gracionlly 
plcafcd to beftow his abundant blcffing upon your Majefty, and 
this prefent Parliament, that all our cuitnfels and confultations 
may tend to his glory, and the honour, fafety, ar.d pr r-fperity, 
of your Majefty, and all your people. 


His Majejlys moft gracious Speech, January J, 1674. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T^I^HEN I parted with you laft, it was but for a little time, 
^ ^ and with a refolution of meeting fuddenly again: that 
'alone was enough to fatisfy my friends, they need not fear; 
and my enemies, that they could not hope for, a breach betw'cen 
us : 1 then told you, that the time of this ftiort recefs ftiould be 
employed in doing fuch things as might add to your fatisfa6lion. 

I hope I have done my part towards it; and, if there be any 
thing elfe, which you think wanting to fecure religion or pro¬ 
perty, there is nothing which you ftiall reafonably propofe, 
but I ftiall be ready to receive it. I do nowexpeil you lhall do ^ 
your parts too j for our enemies make vigorous preparations for 
war; and yet their chief hopes are toodifunite us at home: it 
Vot.I. N iV 
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is ihcir common difcourfe, ami they reckon upon it as their bell 
relief. 

My Lorcii* .ind Gentlemen, 

It is not pofiiblc for me to doubt your affedions at any time, 
much lefs at fuch a time as this, when the evidences of your 
affedions are become fo neceflary to us all. I defire you to coli- 
fider, that,.as the war cannot be well made without a fupply, fo 
neither can a good peace be had without being in a poliurc of 
war. 1 am very far from being in love with war for war’s 
fake but if I faw any likelihood of peace, without dilhonour 
to myfelf, and ^damage to you, 1 would foon embrace it; but 
no propofals of peace have yet been offered, which can be ima¬ 
gined with intent to conclude, but only to amtife. Therefore 
the tvay to a good peace is, to fet out a good fleet, which vve 
have time enough to do very cft'cdually, if the fupply be not 
delayed. If, after this, a peace fhould follow, yet the fupply 
would' be well given ; for, whatever remains of it, I am wil¬ 
ling fhould be .tppropria,tt;d tor building more iliips. 

, To conclude, a fpe^y, a proportionable, and, above all, a 
cheerful aid, is now nfore necefliiry than ever, and I rely upon 
you for it. • 

I latfily put you in mind of niy debt to the goldfmiths: I 
hope a fit time will come to take that into coniideration. 

I cannot conclude without Ihewing you the entire confidence 
Xhave in you. 1 know you have heard much of my alliance 
■with France \ and, 1 believe, it hath been very ftrangely mif- 
reprefented to you, as if there were certain fecret articles of 
dangerous coiife^pjtence'i but I will make no difficulty of letting 
the treaties, and all the articles of them, without any the Icafl 
referve, to be feen by a fmall committee of both Houfes, who 
may report to you the true fcope of them : and I afliire you, 
there is no other treaty with France, either before or fince, not 
already printed, which fhall not be made known. And, having 
thusiVeely tniflcd you, I do not doubt, but you will have a care 
of my hontfiir, and the good of the kingdom. 

The, reft I refer to my Lord Keeper. 


Then the Lord Keeper fpake to this elFcdl:: 

c 

* My Loids^ and'yoti^ the Knights^ Citizens, and Burgeffes, 
cu thoHoufe OT (Ammons, 

King hath alfeady, in pait, told you what he hath done 
for you fince the laft recefs ; what he is (till ready to- do ; 
and wlmt it is he doth now exped from you ; and this in terms 

fo 
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fo full, •and fo obliging, fo generous, and fo fatisfafloryj that 
he, whofe aifedions are not raifcd by that difcdurfe;' he, 
cannot acquiefee in the fulnefs of this aflurance; he, whole 
heart is not cftablilhed by it in fuch a belief as may entirely dif* 
pofe him to the fcrvice of the crown, will hardly be recovered 
to a bettt'r difpofttion by any other expedient. 

For, indeed, what better way can be found to undeceive 
thofe who have been abufed ? the King refers you to the time 
pad, not to his promifes, but to his performances ; gives men 
leave to judge by what they fee, of what they hear; by what 
hat!; been done fince the lad fedion, of what is offered you 
now ; and what is likely to be done for the time to come. 

And doth not every man fee, that the King hath given new 
life and motion to fuch laws as were long dead, or »fl afleep } 
that he hath once more repaired the hedge about our vineyard^ 
and made it a fence indeed againd all thoic who are enemies ta 
the planting of it; who would be glad to fee it trodden down, 
or rooted up, and liudy how to fap 'and undermine our very 
foundations. i 

• * 

Do you not fee, that the King hath made it his care, and 
his buiinefs, to do all that is poffi^Ie to preferve us in our civil 
rights too r That he ma|ces the laws of his kingdom the inea- 
fures not only of his power but his prudence ? That he fuffers 
no man to be wifer than the law j and he thinks he cannot j iidge 
of the healths or fickneffes of his date, by any better indication 
than the current of his laws; and fuffers nothing to remain, 
that may, in the lead meafure, hinder judice from flowing in 
its due and proper channels ? 

A very few indances, of many that might will ferve 

to demondrate it. 

If the conviSion of all recufants, and bringing them under 
the penal laws, can fupprefs popery; 

tr, without daying for the forms of law, in points of coa> 
vision, the prefent forbidding of all papids, or reputed papifts, 
to come to court, and the extending, this prohibition to his 
royal palace at St. James's, be enough to difcountenance them; 

If the not extending his prerogative beyond its due limits can 
fecure your liberties; 

If his Majedy’s lelfeningand reducing all his land forces, 
and maintaining fo few extraordinary, that they will fcarce be 
enough to help to man his fleet this fummer, can the 

fears of a danding army; "' 

If a rigorous and fevere proiecution at law, of all theemoerse, 
and foldiers in bis Majedy's ordinary guards, when they mif- 
behave themfelves towards the mbaned fubjedls, can ieciire 
your properties: 

N a 'If 
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If the abrogation of all the privileges from arrefts,. which 
Were claimed by his Majejly’s feryants extraordinary* who 
are very numerous, can prevent the delays and obflrudions 
of jiiilice; 

Then furely his Majelly has reafon to believe, that nothing 
is wanting which can lawfully be done, or inodcftly be wilhed, 
either for )our iatUfaciion or your fecuri'.y. 

Thcfe are not Tingle and tranfient arts, but fiich arts as 
flow from habits; ihcfc are not leaves and blolToms, but 
true, folid, and lading fruits. Long, long, may that royal 
tree live and tioiiriih upon which thefc fruits do grow ! 

And yet his Majelly’s indulgence to you refls not here. He 
gives you leave to lliidy and contrive your own aflurance; and if 
you think you want any further fecurity, if any thing have 
efcaped his Majcily’s care, (w'ho meditates nothing more than 
your prefeivation) ypu fee you haye free leave to make any 
reafonable propofilion ; and ins gracious promife that he will 
receive it. 

This is a fatisfartion equal to all your wiflies : now, if ever 
your joys are full, ilit^re wants no more to the improvement 
ot this happinefs, but* the wifJoin of the Puiliament, to ufc 
thefe advantages* due moderation. ^ 

If therefoie, upon inquiry, you fliall think it needful to 
apply any otlfcr remedies, it is extremely to be wilhed, that 
thofe remedies may be few; and withal, that they ma*y be 
gentle and eafy too. 

For they that are Tick, perilH as often by too many remedies, 
as by none at all ; but nunc fall fo fatally and fo finally as 
they, who, b^jng^ ^nteard into fome degree of convalcfcencc, rc- 
folve to recover in an indant; and had rather make fomc great 
effort, or try fome bold experiment upon thcmfelvcs, than ob- 
ferve the methods, or attend thofe gradual progrcflions, wiiich 
are nccelfary to perfert that health, and complete that recovery. 

I muft not omit one inftance more of his Majefty’s care for 
you; and that it is the great induftry and application of mind, 
which his Majelly hath uftd all along, in hopes to obtain, by 
this time, (if it had been poilible) an honourable and a jud 
peace. 

A very few words will ferve to give you the whole dedurtion 
of it, from the flrd original to this prefent moment. 

Much time was fpent in agreeing the places of treaty, 
whete^th^ 0utch were gratified in their delircs; and the city 
of Cmogne is accepted for the place. 

When his Majedy’s ambaifadors arrived there, the very fird 
meeting with thofe from the States General made it evident, 
that their plenipotentiaries came not with any intention to 

enter 
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enter upon a ferious treaty, but only to draw the matter out ifi 
length, until their affairs might meet v,’ith a better and more 
pkafing conjuncture. 

For ihcir very credentials or plenipotentiaries were fo pen¬ 
ned, that there were no lefs than four grofs equivocati'ns in 
the body of them ; which was fo manifeft, and without all 
reply, that they were fain to fend to their mailers at the 
H’ague, to get them mended. 

And that w'hlch gave greateft offence of all, and was pur- 
pofely done for that end, was the pre-’ml’c ; wherein they 
take upon them to beg the qodlion, to dcfire the Jufrice of the 
caufe, and to afio. LTi matters of fadl as they had reafon to 
believe would never be admitted. 

No amurcnts ot onr ambalfadors, no inftance of the me- 
diators, though never fo importunate, could prevail then, or 
yet prevro’ to have it altered. 

1 hi treaty fliould naturally have topped here, but that his 
Majclly was refolved to give a beginning to it; and which 
was all that could be done, fufter,ed his ambafladors to enter 
upon it with a prot'flaiion. » 

Our -.f^'rantls arc no fooner given ih, but prcfcntly two of 
the U itch andriifadcrilgo away to the Hagiie, on pv-.tence to 
co:i!< ’t :‘u:ir inallers , where they (laid a full month ivithout 
any o* atifw'cr given, or exception? taken, to hisMijefty’s 
denuinds. or any the leafl ilep made in this negociation. 

Vv'^i'cn they came luck, their a.'fwer was a remonftrance 
rather than an anOver •, and fnch a remonftrahcc, as was fitter 
for a l apttsrc than a treaty : there wa? fcarce one period in it, 
which did not rather give occalion of than any 

fatisfaiflion for what tvas paR'ed. 

'fheir very converfation, from that time forward, wanted 
much of its former civility. 

They waited for the conclufion of a treaty w iih Spain ; 
wherein one article was, that, as foon as Spain had broke 
witli France, they would prefently break off their treaty at 
Cologne. 

And now this article is in cffeCl performed; for two of 
their principal ambalfadors are adfually gone away from Co¬ 
logne, as they long threatened they would do, leaving only 
two other for form fake ; who, in all probability, either mult 
not, or will not, conclude without their colleague^’,. 

His Majefty, notwiihflanding, hath not futfered to 

be diverted from iifing all the ways and means that were^“ 
ble to facilitate a peace: to this ctid, he direCled his ambaf- 
fadors, from time to time, to moderate their demands in fuch 
particulars as were capable of it; and wholly relaxes fom« 

N 3 points 
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points which wfere of the higheft importincc to'the Dutch to 
gatn^ and very confiderabie di>atements of his Majetly’s juft 
fatisfadion. 

A condcfccnfion well cftcemed and received by the media¬ 
tors, though it hath not yet found any fuitable reception from 
the Dutch minifters, as their fuperior loids. 

By this time they began to hope, that the fubje£ls of Eng¬ 
land would grow weary of the war; and that they (hould be 
able to profit ihemfelves very much by our impatience. 

To increafe this as much as wafe polbble, they prepare a letter, 
which they fend by a trumpeter, fitting the Parliament, or 
very near it, and catife it to be given out, that nothing could 
be more defired than they had offered. 

His Majefty quickly made that letter, and his anfwer to it, 
public ; and,' for that time, defeated the defign of this paper 
llratagcm. 

The next recourfe was, to fuch propofals as they could 
procure the Spanifh ambdlfadors to deliver on their behalves. 

Wherein, befides the d^niands of reftitution of prizes, 
which was wholly impra^icable, there was a total omiffion 
of any regulation of trade iq the Indies; no mention made of 
relcafmg his Maj&fty’s ftibjedfs at Surinam, where they re¬ 
main in a Hate of bondage; no recompenfe offered, nor fo 
much as leave alked, for the liberty of fifhing upon our coaft. 

And yet the right of our foie fifhing is fo clear, that we find 
in our ancient rolls of Parliament, in the time of Richard 1 1 . 
a tax laid upon all ftrangers who 6fli in our leas ; and this 
not by way of cuftom, when they came into our ports, but by 
way of tribuASMl^/tfMng in our Teas. 

And this evidence of his Majelly's dominion in the Britifh 
feas hath been, in ail ages downward, preferved in fome 
meafure, until the time of the late ufurper, who, for private 
xeafons, bril abandoned it. 

As for that fatisfa^lion in the matter of the flag, which 
the propofais mention, it is but rcafonable to imderfland it in 
that fenfe, wherein they fometiines ufed to exprefs themfeives 
at Cologne; 

That is, the thing (hall be done: whole fleets (hall ftrike 
tb^ir fails to Hngle (hips j and they (hall do it'out of the Britifh 
feas too: but that, of right, they ought to do it within the 
Britifh never be acknowledge. 

defire to change the ancient inheritance of the 
_ irn into a new purchafe, and to turn that purchafe into a 
matter of ciyility; which they may equally pay to all crowned 
heads, and equally refume, according to their g(^ plcafure and 
eecafions. 


Now, 



( *83 ) 

Now, though thefe propofals Inve been backed with fom^ 
kind ofintimation of a war with Spai\), in cafe of refiifal, yet 
his Majeily, who knows the article'^ cf p!'?ic;e bewvecn himletf 
and that king, and his own oire to prTerve them; who 
knows the uhfulrK f*; of his alliance to that kin<, and the 
many good he hath always been ready to do for him; 

and, withal, coniidcrs the great wjfdom and prudence of that 
council, and how carefully they ufe to deliberate, before they 
come to great and important refohitions; will not eafily be¬ 
lieve it polliblt. for iliat kin^ to proceed to fuch extremities: 

The rather, bccaufe the Dutch themfelves have fince de¬ 
parted from thole very propofals, which they procured the 
Spanifti ambaliltdor fo carnclfly to recommend; for they after¬ 
wards fent til/ ambafTador a reply to his Majefty’s anfwer to 
their letter; wherein they abate much of what the ambalfadors 
had offered, and feek to reduce things to the ffate they were in 
at Breda. 

So that it is haid to knov/, by vi'hat kind of propoCils they 
intend to be bound ; but it is moll reafonable to believe, they 
intend thofc made by themfelvcs, rather than thofe made fqr 
them : and yet this reply, befulps the clifrefpeiSt it carried to 
Spain, whofe propor.ls it Dirunk ^'rom, w;is fo offenlive to 
his Maicfty, that the ambrnfridor, like a wife and great mi- 
niller, that i.s, like himfelt, thought it became him to fend it 
back again, without ofFeiiug to prefent it. 

Ncvcrthclefs, this paper hath fince llolcn into the prefs, and 
is printed at tlu Hague, as a letter delivered ; and hath been 
feut hither, under covers to fevcral niomhers of the Houfe of 
Commons, whom they libelled in tho* their 

zeal, and now pretend to reverence for their ddiberallon. 

And all this, in hopes vou will not think lUeni obffinate, 
who refufe to treat at the place of their own appointment, or, 
to be well undcrliood any where elfe; how is it pollible to un- 
derffaiid thde proceedings to be real, and with a truedelire of 
peace ; and if they ihould yet fend, during this feffion, any 
new propofal, (for who knows the defign of an enemy) what 
forms foever thefe overtures may be drefled in, we may juftly 
rufpc£i, that their end is, if they cannot divide us, at leall 
amufe us, and Iclfcn our care in providing for the war. 

Perhaps it is more than an honourable war doth allow, to 
go about to raife feditioii, though in the country ttj^n enemy; 
but furely the artifice of appealing in a manner totf’^an^^ple, 
and making them the judges of peace and war, is a liu 
plain and open to take any effe^ here. 

I have done with thefe few iuffances of his Majeffy’s care ; 
thpfe of his kindnefs are infinite: that which you have heard 

N 4 this 
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this tporning, is of a tranfccndent, and, indeed, a vhry fur- 
prifing nature; it is an a£i; of fo entire a coniidciice on his 
Majelty’s part, that can never be repaid by any other tribute 
on your part, but that of a true and humble affiance in him. 

I inuft now proceed to put you in mind, that there arc 
fome other things which his iMajcIty, with great jufticc, and 
great afliirance, doth expe£t from you again. 

The firft is, his fpeedy and a proportionable fupply ; and 
this is of abfjlute nccellity both for war and peace. 

His Majcfty is veil alfiired liis fleet is in fuch a forward- 
nefs, that, if the fupply come in any reafonable time, you 
will find no time h.ilh been loft in preparation; and it was 
no fmall matter to bring it to that pafs, that we may be as 
forward as our enemies, if we pleafe, or very near it. 

If the fupply be at all delayed, it will have as ill efFe£l al- 
moft as if it were denied ; tor we may chance to be found 
like Archimedes, drav-iug lines in the dull, while the enemy 
is entering into our ports ; and, it the turilicr progrefs of this 
fleet be flopped for want-of your concurrence;—make ac¬ 
count all h' pes of peace are flopped too : tor though the fruit 
of the war be peace, yet it to fuel', a fniii as we mull n(»t hope 
to gather without our arms in our hands': 

It is 'not the way U) a brave peace, to ft'.ew ourfclvcs w'c.iry 
of the war: who e\ci trufted to the good-nature t>t then 
enemies r 

It is a vigorous aflifiance of the crown, that muft not only 
make your arms coulit.crablc, but your treati;.s too. 

f'>n the other fide, if the putting of yourfclvcs into a good 
pofture of produce a peace, as poffibly it may do, 

yet you will have the heft account of your fupply your hearts 
can wifh : for his Majclty is content it be appropriated to the 
building of more fhips. 

Therefore, if the difeourfe upon this fubjc 61 be a little more 
prefftng than ordinary, you may be furc the occafion is fo too. 

There cau'iOt be a higher gratification of your enemies, 
than to be b.u'Vward in this pomt ; the very opinion theyltavc 
that )ou w’oulu be fo hath already done us fo much haiin, that, 
perhaps, it is one great caufe of the continuance of the war. 

Had the enemy defpaired of any divifion here, it is likely 
his proceedings had been more fincere, and our peace had not 
been fo as now it feems to be. 

TlWfcis one thing more the King hath mentioned, and only 
lentioned to you, that is,'the confidcration of the goldfmiths ; 
which Involves fo many perfons and families, that the concern 
IS little Icfs than national; it is an affair the King lays very 

much 
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much fo heart, and hopes a proper time will come, when a 
favourable regard may be had of it. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The King doth not only alFure himfelf of your afFeflions to 
him at this time; but, from fuch atfedions, fo known, and 
fo tried, as your’s, he doth yet expect far greater things than 
th'cfe. 

He doth exped, that you fhould do your endeavours to 
Tcftorc and improve the mutual confidence between him and 
his people ; and that you fliould do it to fuch a degree, that it 
may recover its full ftrength, and quite extinguifh all their 
fears and jcaloufies. 

l or the King takes notice, that the malice of his enemies 
hath been very adtve in fowing fo many tares as are almoft 
cnoiigh to fpt>il that harvefl of love and duty, which his Ma- 
jc:ky mav jnilly expect to reap from the good feed which he 
hiiiitelt had fown. * 

Among the many venomous infimiations ■which have been 
made ufe of by ♦ * * fears arkl jcalouli'. s of religion and li¬ 
berty are of the word fort, and th^mod dangerous imprenions. 

Certainly malice w'hs nevermore bufy tlian it hath been in 
tbefe reports ; and it hath been aiHfled by a great de,al of in- 
\cntion. 

But it is to he hoped, that no man’s juvlgmnnt or afFedions 
w'ill be either milled or dillurbed by fuch reports. 

j (.4 calumnies and ilandeis of this nature are like comets 
in ihe air; they may feem, perhaps, efpec:ally to the fearful, 
to be ill prognoltics, and the dired foii>:ru ^ ^ n(.r^^ ^of mifcliicf; 
but, in themfelves, they are vain apparitions, and have no 
kind of folulity, no permanence or duration at all; for, after 
a little time, the vapour fpends itfelf, and then the bafe ex- 
I'.alatinn quickly falls buck again into th^t earth from whence 
it came. 

Religion and liberty (land fecit red by the mod facred ties 
that arc ; nay, the King hath a greater inlcred in the preferva- 
timi of both than yourfelves ; for as religion, the Protedant 
religion, commands yonr indifpcnfable obedience, fo it is a 
jitd and lawful liberty which fvveetens that cbinmand, and en¬ 
dears it to you. . 

Let other princes therefore glory in the mod^figned obe¬ 
dience of their vaflals, his Majedy values him^fx^^on the 
hearts and aftedions of the people, and thinks his 
when fcated there, better eltablilhcd than the mod cxalteT* 
fovereignty of thole w'ho tread upon the necks of them that 
rife up againd them. 


Since 
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Since the world flood, never any King had fo great a caufe 
to retl upon this fecurity ; they were your hearts that mourned 
in fecret for the abfence of the King ; they were your hearts 
and a{fc£lions to the King, which tired out all tlie late ufur- 
pations, by your invincible patience and fortitude ; it was you 
that taiight our Englilh world to fee and know, that no go¬ 
vernment could be fettled here, but upon the true foundations 
of honour and al!c;r;n>icc- 

This, this alone, tnutle way for all the happy changes which 
have follov ed. 

And yet pnflcrity will Jiavc caufe to doubt, which was the 
gicaler fehcuy of the twi>; that r.o'idcnce which reftored 
the crown, or that v.hich fent ns fuch a Parliament to preferve 
it wild) it was ;clloieil. What may not tlic King now hope 
from )on r w’hat may not you aiiiirc ycuifclvcs from him ? can 
any thing be ditncult to hearts fo united, to interefl fo twilled 
and interwoven togetl'.cr, as the Kiiig's and vojik's arc? 

Doubtlcfs the Ki::g wiH firpafs himfclf at this time, in en¬ 
deavouring to procure the good of the kingdom ; do btit you 
excel yourfcives too in the cOiirlnued evidences of your affec¬ 
tions ; and then the glory of reviving this Hale will be entirely 
due to this fellion. ( 


Then they, wlio w'ait for the hmguifliing and the declina¬ 
tion of tnt piefenr govd imu-nl, v\ ill be amazed to fee fo happy 
a crifis, fo bielfetl a rcvoiiition : 

And ages to come will find caufe to celebrate your memo¬ 
ries, as the truei't phyficiaris, the wifell counfcilors, the nobleft 
patriots, and the befl fellion of ih.c bell Parliament, that ever 
king or kingdoj^met^ ith. 


Petition of both Ihufcs, ffanuary 12, 1674. 

your Majefly’s moll loyal fubjc£ls, the Lords and 
Commons, in Parliament alfcmbled, being paflionafely 
fenflbie of the calamitous condition of this kingdom, not 
only by rcafoii of the war, wherein it is at prefent involved, but 
many other inteftine differences and divifions amongft us, which 
arc chiefly occafioned by the undermining contrivances of 
Popifh recufants, whofc numbers and infojcncics arc greatly 
of late incr^fed, and whofe refllefs pratSUccs threaten a fub- 
verfion of church and flate ; ail which our fins have 

ocfervcd ; and being now' allVnihled in Parliament, as 
ine great council of this your kingdom, to confult on fuch 
means as wx lhali tiiiri': fit left to rcclrtfs the prefent evils, 
wherewith we are furroumiedi wc do, in the frrft place, hum¬ 
bly 
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bly befeech your Majefly, that, by your fpecial command, one 
or more days may be folemnly f. t apart, wherein botli our- 
felvcs and 'his your kingdom may, by fatting and prayer, feek 
a reconciliation at the hands of Almighty God ^ and with hum¬ 
ble and penitent hearts befeech him to lieal our breaches ; to 
rem we the evils we lie under; and to avert thofc miferies 
wherewith we are threatened; and continue the mercies wc 
yCt enjuy ; and that he tvill be gracioufly pleafed to beftow his 
abundant batting upon your Majefty and this prefent ParMa- 
mern, that all our councils and confultations may tend to his 
glory, and the honour, fafety, and profperity of your Majefty, 
and all your people. 


HU Majefty s moft gracious Speech, yanuary 24, 1674* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

A T the beginning of this feflion I told you (as I thought I 
had reafon to do) that the States General had not yel 
ihade me any propofals which could be imagined with inteht 
to conclude, but onIy|:o amufe.^ 

To avoid this imoutation, they have now fent me a letter 
by the Spanith ainbalfador, offering me fome terms bf peace, 
upon conditions formerly drawn up, and in a more decent ftyle 
than before. 

It is upon this that I defire your fpeedy advice: for, if you 
lhall find the terms fuch as may be embraced, your advice will 
have great wtight with me: and if you find them defedive, 
I hope you will give me your advice an^T^WiiWfPe, how to get 
better terms. 

Upon the whole matter, T doubt not but you will have a 
care of my honour, and the honour and fafety of the nation, 
which are now fo deeply concerned. 


His Majefty s moft gracious Speech, February il, 1674- 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE piirfued your advice; and I am come hither to tell 
you, according to your advice and defire, 'l^liave made a 
fpeedy, honourable, and, I hope, a lalling peace i '^vhich is 
figned already, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Speaker, ?iid you Gentlemen of the Hbufe of 
Commons, 

I told you yefterday, in the Banqueting Houfe, that I would 
give you a Ipecdy anfwcr to your adilrcfs, about difbanding the 
forces therein mentioneJ; and I tb a.iuic you, that, before 
you had made that addrefs, I liad given orders for doing of it 
as foon as 1 IhouU be iurc of the peace ; and I fhall reduce 
them to a lefs number than they were in the year i (^63. 

As for thofe forces that rarne out of Ireland, I lhall give 
directions for their march hence thither: but as our forces are 
lenened at land, it will be neced'ary to build more great fliips; 
feeing vve /ball not be fafe, unltTs vve equal the llrength of 
our neiglibours at fea; therefore I (liali recommend it to your 
care, to give me means for the cffeClual doing thereof; and 
this is all I have to fay to you at this time. 


Addrrfi by both Houfes. 

'T'HE Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in 
Parliament allembled, do leturn thei^ humble thanks to his 
Majefty for his gracious fpetch made this day ; and concluding 
a peace, according to their humble advice and defire. 


EJfect of his Alajejiy i Speech, February 24, 1674, 

^^HAT when his Majefty was here laft, lie told them that 
the peac e wa^: fi grtfd: he was come now to tell them that 
it is ratified ; an^TusMajelty hopes it w ill be a hajipy and a lad¬ 
ing peace to both nations. 

This, and the fpring coming on fo faft, his Majefty faid, 
he knows they will all deiire to be at home in their fevcral 
countries, where they may do l’v>lr c v\n bniinefs, and his Ma- 
jefty’s alfo. IJis Majefty therefore tiiinks it fit to make a rc- 
cefs at this time ; the winter Iv ing more fit for biifincfs and 
confultation here. In the nu-an v\iiilc, liis Ma'ieily will do his 
endeavour to fatisiy the world of his fteadfaftnefs to the pro- 
teftant reliLdon, as it is now cftablilhcd ; and of his delirc for 
the fccuiing of their properties. And fo, his Majefty faid, 
he hath given^rdei; to the Lord Keeper to prorogue the Parlia¬ 
ment to tttf»^e*nth of November next. 


His 
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Mis Majf/t/s moft gracious Speech, Jptll i^, 1675. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'T^HE principal end of my calling you now iff, to know what 
you think may be yci v/anting to the fi:curing of religion 
and property, and to give myfelf the fatisfadion of having 
uCed the utmoil of my endeavours to procure and fettle a right 
and lading undcrflanding between us ; for, 1 mud tell you, 1 
find the contrary fo much laboured, and that the pernicious de- 
figns of ill men have taken fo much p'ace under fpccious pre¬ 
tences, that it is high time to be watchful in preventing their 
contrivances; of which it is not the Icaft, that they would, 
by all the means they can devife, make it unpraclicablc any 
longer to continue this prefent Parliament: for that rcafon, I 
confefs, I cannot tltink fuch have any good meaning to me ; 
and, therefore, when 1 confider how much the greateft part of 
this Parliament has, either ttiemfelves, or fathers, given me 
tcllimony of their aifedions and loyalty, 1 Ihould be extreme 
loath to oblige thofs enemies, by parting with fuch fiiends ; 
and they may be aflTured, that none lhall be able to recommeini 
thcmfelvcs to me by an^ other viJt)' tlian tlieir good fervices. 

1 have done as muen as on my part was poifiblc, to extin- 
guifli the fears and jcaloufies of popery, and w ill leave no¬ 
thing undone that may flicv/ the world my zeal for the pro- 
teltant religion as it is eitabiilircd in the cii'i’.eh of England, 
from which 1 will never depan. 

I mud needs recommend to yon the cordliion of the fleet,, 
which 1 am not able to put into that date ii oi.ght to be ; and 
which w^ill require fo much time to rt]^»J»a*W^tiild, that I 
Ihotild be forry to fee this fumnicr (and confequcntly a whole 
year) lod, without providing for it. 

The fcafon of the year will not admit any long fefllon ; nor 
would I have called you now, but in hopes to do fomething 
that may give content to all my fubjeds, and lay before you 
the conlidcraiion of the fleet; for I intetid to meet you again 
at winter. 

In the mean time, I earnedly recommend to you all, fuch a 
temper and moderation in your proceedings, as may tend to 
unite us all in counfel and affedion, and difappoint the expec¬ 
tation of thofe who hope only by violent and irregular mo¬ 
tions to prevent the bringing of this feflion to a. conclu^ 
fion. ^ 

The reft I leave to the Lord Keeper. , 


Then 
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Then the LortI Keeper fpake as follotvcth : 

My Lords, ar.dyoii, the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffb^y 
of il'C Houfe of Conitxions, 

'T^HE fo^emnity of this d:iv’s appearance is equal to the 
wei '.ht and itnpoiHuu e of the occalion, '1 he matters to 
be treated or defeivu no Icfs than an aiftinbly of the three 
dfatesy and a full c^ncomre of all the wife and excellent per- 
f< 3 ®vs who bear a part in this great council, and do conllitute 
and complete this hi^h and honourable court. 

The King ha-.h called you, at this time, to examine and 
concur with hin. in the belt eApedients for the prefervalion of 
the protettant religion, for fecuiing the ertablilhment of it by 
a due execution of the laws, for providing for the fafety of the 
km^om, and for the impiovement of its honour and reputa¬ 
tion ; and withall, in order to thefe ends, and above all the 
reft, to unite the hearts of his Parliament and people to him- 
fclf, by all the emanations of grace and goodnefs that from a 
great and generous prince can be expelled. 

• To all which the King is pleafed to add, the confideration 
of your liberties and propcrfies ; and while he docs fo, you 
may be fure, that he who is fo careful of your rights, will be 
mindful of his own too; for he that does juttice to all, can 
never be w'anting to hlmfelf. 

Thefe points are fuch, as though they be but mentioned by 
the King, though they are but only touched, as I may fay, by 
bis golden feeptre, yet this ropl declaration of himfelf, joined 
fo what he hath alre^^ldonc, doth not only raife all onr hopes, 
buf carries in*fl^t'TR?evident an alfurance, and is ftampt by fo 
facred an authority, that there remains no place for doubting, 
nothing can be added to the eflicacy of it. 

jHis Majefty begins with the confideration of religion. He 
lees it is the hrft thing in all your thoughts; and you cannot 
but fee that it hath beenj and (till is, the ftrft and principal 
part of his care. 

His Majefty hath confidercd religion, firft, in general, as it 
M^roteftant, and Hands in oppofition to popery; and upon 
this account it is that he hath awakened all the laws againft the 
paprfts: there is not one ftatute extant in all the volume of our 
hlws, btrt his^Majefty hath now ptit it in a way of taking its 
full courf^^gainft them; and upon this account alfo it is, 
that^^i a league lately rcncwetl with a proteftant crown, his 
-Mijcrty hath made :t one article of that league, that there 
(hall be a mptual defence of the proteftant religion. 

His 
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His Majcfty hath coniidcred religion again more particu- 
larly, as it is the proteftant religion eftabliHicd by law in the 
church of England: he fees, that as fuch, it is not only bell 
fuited to the monarchy, and moft likely to defend it, but moft 
able to defend itfclf againft the enemies of all reformation ; 
and therefore upon this account it is, that his Majefty, with 
equal and impartial juftice, hath revived all the laws againft 
dillenters and non-conforinifts: but not with equal feverity; 
for the laws againft the papills are edged, and the execution 
of them quickened, by new rewards propofed to the informers; 
thofe againft didenters are left to that ftrength which they have 
already. Both thefe, and all other laws wliatfoever, are al¬ 
ways underftood to be fubjeiSl to tiie plcafiire of a Parliament, 
which may alter, amend, or explain ihemfelvcs, as they fee 
caufe, and according unto public convenience. 

For, when we confider religion in Parliament, we arc fup- 
pofed to confider it as a Pariiaiueut fliouM do, and as Parlia¬ 
ments in all ages have done ; that is, as it is a part of our laws, 
a part, and a necelTary part, of our government: fu-, as it 
works upon the confcience, as it is an inward principle of the 
divine life by w'hich good men do^govern all th(.ir actions, the 
ftate hatli nothing to dn with it, it Ir« a li ing v. hlch bc’ jngs to 
another kind of commiflion than that bv \.iuch we fit here. 

Now, as it relates to government, it is f .intwhat an un- 
pleafant obfervation, to fee how ilow mam inferior magiftrates 
are in the difeharge of this part of ti.tir di’t/, which refers 
to the fafety of the church againft the enemies on both lides of 
it, the papifts and the difl’enters : for this is that which opejis 
men’s mouths to objeft againft the laws t^millvcs; this is that 
which encourages offenders to difputc that author?'y which 
they fliould obey, ami to judge thofe laws by which they ought 
to be judged. They have Found a way to meke even juftice 
itfelf criminal, by giving it a hard name, and calling it per- 
fecution. 

To what a ftrange kind of perplexity do men labour to re¬ 
duce this government: if the laws againft recufants be not 
executed, the church of England is abandoned; if they be, 
all forts of recufants complain of perfecution, as if the aban- 
of the church of England were not in fome fenfe a 
perfecution too* 

Let us fuppofe that poftible, which the piety ^d goodnefs 
of the King hath made next to impoflible: but le>. it be for 
once Tuppofed, that the church of England w'ere forfaken.^er 
authority made inftgnificant, her government precarious; 
fuppofe her dtfarmed of all thofe laws by which Ihe is guarded, 
denied all aid from the civil magiftratc, and that none were 

obliged 
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ebitged to obey her commands but tliofc that have a mind to it« 
would not this turn a national church into notlung alio but a 
Tolerated fcA nr party in the naiion r ould it not take away 
all appearasicc ot ellablilhmmt from it r Would it not drive 
the church into tl<e wilderncfs agifln, where flie Iht^uldbc fure 
to find hcrfelf enccan^a.'.cd veiih all forts of enemies, if at 
lead (he cuuld fiitvl hci.cli at all, in the iiiidn; of fo many to¬ 
lerations ? 

Seeing then no way can he taken, hut one fide or other will 
cither call or iliir.k it perfeention, :ii'j c' oice is not dilficult j 
it is better to have a it riel rule rh.ar none at all; better to make 
the law thvtt rule, than to Icatc every man to be a law and u 
fule un;o hloifeli'. 

Happy tiiat government w'hcn men complain of the Uriel 
execution ot,tiie laws, efpecialU when a Parliament is fitting 
which can take tlie trued nv afurc-^, and where the wifdom or 
the nation ir tvi judge of the intereli of it. 

In the next place, the,king h.uh thought fit to direfl your 
conliderations upon the fatetj and honour ol the date ; both 
which are then bed pro\ided for, when we keep up the 
ftrength and leputation of oiir licet. 

So the Roman date ihougtn, (when,as the orator tells us) 
they decree, Aiu Juihm ajUuy jcU ctiam omanai imperii caujd 
navigandUm (jjc. 

It is not uliijgelher the natural decay of fliipping, no, nor 
the accidents of war, that Itave lell'ened our flcit, thougli fome- 
thing may be attiibutcd to both thefc ; btit our fleet lecnis r.a- 
ihcr to be w'eakened tor the prefent, by being outgrown, and 
outbuilt by our ncighbi^ur.'.. 

Now', as f 7 tC»tiffT« of )oiith and health are bed employed in 
providing againd the incommoditics and inconvenicncies of 
lickncfsand old age ; fo tlierc cannot be a better ufe made oi 
times of peace, than to provide for limes of war ; there can¬ 
not be a greater fecniity againd your enemies, than tube al¬ 
ways in a poflurc ready to receive them. 

Fleets may fecurc vcni abroad, but good laws arc neceffary to 
preferve you at home. Nothing recommends the prefent age 
unto pofterily fo. much as the w ifdom and the teiv.pcr of the 
laws that are made in it ; (or all fuccccding ages judge of our 
laws, as we do of Our ancedors, by the true and unerring rule 
of experience. 

lnmukj>tgof laws, therefore, it will import us to confidcr, 
that;^ many laws arc a fnare, »oo few arc a weaknefs in the 
■gCfwrnmtnt ; too gcntli aie (eldom obeyed, too fevcrc arc as 
feldom executed ; and f.inguin.'irv Lws are, for the mod part, 
cither tbccauR* or the efl'cet ut adidemper in the date* 


To 
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Xo ortablifh this ftate, there fccms not to need many new 
laws; fome w'ill always be wanting ; and though all that is 
•w^anting ihonltl not now he finiihed, yet whatever fliail remain 
unfinilhed, may be perfed!;^ in winter; at whidi time, w'c 
have a gracious intimation from his Majefty, that we lhall 
meet again. 

But, left your greater and weightier affairs Hiould make you 
paiTby things of Idler moment, it may not be amifs to put 
you in mind to provide againlt the excels of new buildings near 
London and Wcltminller : it i'^a grow ing irdlcljicf, which no¬ 
thing hut a new law can pul a Ihip to ; a mifehief which fur a 
long time hath depopulated tiic coniitry, and row begins to 
depopulate the city too, b} leaving a great part of it uninha¬ 
bited. 

Yet, that you may not only entertain yourfelvcs with careful 
and provident thonglits for the tiiturc, be pleafed a little to 
coiilider and rejoice in tlic hapj)iiK*rs of our prefent ellate. 

If wc look upon the Hate of things abroad, we lhall find 
ourftlves in fiu h circumllances, tliat it were great impiety not 
to acknowledge tfiofo mercies vrliicli, by a rare felicity, have 
diHiiigwilhed us fr(?mournow’ inir» 4 -able neighbours. 

Wars and confiifions Oliver the iacc of the rcH of the chrif- 
tian world ; while we have no other part in all thefc afflidfions 
but that of a chriHian compallion. 

Wc are new ly gotten mu of an expenfive war, and gotten 
out ol it upon terms more lionourablc than ever. The whole 
world is now in peace w ith us, all ]3orts are open to tis, and 
wecxcrcife a free and uninterrupted trauic tlvroUj^h the ocean ; 
and we are reaping the fruits of all this hy -a daily im¬ 

provement of our trade, and in the increafe of our lliipping 
and navigation. 

Our conltitution feem.s to be fo vigorous and fo Hrong, that 
jiothinijcan difor(hr it but ourfelv^s. 

No inllnenccs of the liars, no conligurations of the heavens, 
are to be feared, fo long as thefe two Houfes Hand in a good 
tlifpolitifm to each other, and both of tlieni in a happy con- 
jundlion with their Lord and Sovereign. 

Why IhoulJ we doubt it ? Never w'as difeord more iinfea- 
fonablc. 

A difference in matters of the chttrcli would gratify ibc ene¬ 
mies of our rcliirion, and do them more fervice thuN the beft 
of their auxiliaries. 

A difference in matters of Hate vvonld gratify our cncmieJ 
too, the enemies of our peace, the enemies of this Parliament; 
even all thofe, both at home and abroad, that hope to fee, 

VoL.I. O 3tn4 
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and pra£life to bring about, new changes and rcvolntiocis in the 
government. 

They underhand well enough that the bell health may be 
deftroyed by too much care ot it; an anxious fcrupiilous care, 
a care that is always tampering, a care that labours fo long to 
purge all ill humours out ot the body, that, at lalt, it leaves 
neitlicr good blood nor fpirits behind. 

In like manner, there are two fymptonis which arc da'ngc- 
rous in every Hate, and of which the hiilorian hath long lince 
given us warning. 

One is, when men do qiiltia moi'tycy when they llir thofe 
things or tjueftions which are and ought to be in peace; and, 
like unllcilful architecls, tliink to mend the building by remo¬ 
ving all the materials which are not placed as they would have 
them. 

Another is. Cum rca parv<e nioitbu\ apu'itur^ w’hcn 

things that are not of the grcatcil moment, are agitated with 
the greatcll heat, and as*much weight is laid upon a new', and 
not always very neceirary propofition, as if the wholj; fum of 
.aifairs depended upoir it. 

Who doth not fee that ikere are in all governments dilbenl- 
ties more than enough, though they I'.'icei with no intcltine di- 
vifions.; difficulties of fuch a nature, that the united endeavours 
of the Hate can hardly flruggle with r Ihit, alter all is done 
that can be, they will Itill remain infuperable. 

This is that which makes the crowns of princes, w'hen 
they are W'orn by the clearell and the noblell title, and fuppoit- 
cd with the mightielt aids, yet at the bell bur wreaths ot glo- 
lioiis thoii)^.^ He,^iKit would go abont to add to the cares and 
folicitudes of his prince, does what in him lies to make thofe 
thorns pierce deeper, and 111 elofer to the laryal diadem iliau 
ever they did before. 

No zeal can excufe it; for, as there may be a religious zeal, 
a zeal for God, which is not according to knowledge, fo there 
may be a Hate zeal, a zeal for the public, which is not accord¬ 
ing to prudence, at leaH not according to the degree of pru¬ 
dence which the fanne men have w'iicn tiicy arc not under the 
tranfport of fuch a lervctir paHion. 

Hath it not been a Hrange millakc in fomc general coun¬ 
cils, and a miHake v. hi-.h is fatal at this day to the peace of 
thechrifti^n church, llu-.t in moH of their canons and filiations 
they have more corn'ldercd whom they Hiould oppofe, than 
W^hat they fhould cHablilh ? 

And may it not prove a piece of as ill conduct in any fc- 
cular ftirumbly, to purfue good ends by violent means, and, 
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in tlie heat of that pnrfnit, to chufe rather to lofc that good 
they mi^»ht have compaffcd, than to fall fhort of any of thofe 
good ends which they have once propofed unto themfelves ? 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The King is far, infinitely far, from fearing any excefs of 
tills kind here. He knows too well the wlfdom, the honour, 
and the loyalty of this great aiTembly, to apprehend any kind 
of error, either in your judgments or your affedlions. 

He docs not only find himfcir fafe, hut he thinks himfelf 
armed too, while he is attended with fuch a nobility, fuch a 
gentry, as this. 

You that were able to raife the King’s affairs when they 
were in their low'ell and moll deplored condition, will furcly 
be able to keep tlicm from any rclapfe. 

Yoti tliat were able to make this government take root 
again, will furcly be able to preferve it in a growing and 
flourilhlng Hate. ’ 

Such pilots need not fear a florm. If you could, this con- 
fidcration alone W'cre enough to fupport you, that you carry- 
Cxfar and his fortunes: you ferty a prince, in w'hofe pre- 
fervalion miracles arc become familiar ; a prii’ce, in v/hofc fiyie 
J)ci Cralia feems not to be written by a vulgar pen,, but by 
the arm of Omnipotenre itfelf. 

Raife up then, by y. ur example, the hearts and hopes of 
all thofe \\!»om ill nitu have vsrf-Mght upon to fuch a degree, as 
to call U’.em into fadref'^, and into a defpondcncy, wliich is 
mofl unrcafonable. 'V hat the Homans fcorn.cd to do after the 
battle of Canna;, wivat the Venetians ncv 's^ilid wh^n they had 
loft all their ten a Jinnat that men are now^ ijught to think a vir¬ 
tue, and the ligii «)f a ,\ ifc and good man, dtjfniare dc rcpubiicay 
and all this in a time (d a.- much jufticc and peace at home, as 
good law's for tie fccurity of rcUgum and liberty, as good 
execution of iliefe laws, as great pl-uity of trade and com¬ 
merce abroad, anti as likely a conjuntfturc of affairs for the 
continuance of tliefe blcfiings to us, as ever nation profpered 
under. 

Confirm the faith, then, of thofe that are made w'eak, by 
(hewing them the fteadfaftnefs of your belief. Give the King 
the hearts of all his fubjecls, by making him a prefent of 
yoiir’s. ‘cs 

Then will the King efteem himfelf a richer prince than if 
he were polfcirett of all the ireafurcs of the Eaft. Then, 
though this fellion (hould clofc in a fcv\ weeks, yet it may be 
perpetual, for the fruit it (hall produce, and for the comme- 
moratioii that will follow it. I'lien will this year be a true 
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year of juhilec; and we Ihall have nothing left to* wifh or 
pray for in this world, but the blcifcd continuance of his Ma- 
jelly’s long and happy reign over us. 


Addnjs by the Houfe of Commons^ Jpri! 23, 1675. 


your Majcfly's woft dutiful and loyal fuhjcds,'' tht 
Commons, in this prefent Farliatnvnt aircmblcd, do, 
with humble thankfulnefs, ackuowleilgc yo»ir Majelty’s care 
for the fafety of your people, in calling us together at this time, 
to confult of the bell means for the prefervaiioa of our religion 
and properties: and though we have great caufe to roll allured 
of the continuance of your Majtlly’s gracious difpolltion tc- 
w'ards us; yet ue find, upon a fenoiis examination ot the Hate 
of this kingdom, that there is a great jealoul'y arifen from fomc 
late proceedings in the heart.s of your fi.lucHs, that fome j>erfons 
in great employment uruler \our M.tjedy luive fomented defign-* 
contrary to the intertll both of your hlajelty ai'.d your people, 
•intending to deprive us of our ancient rights and li'oMiii-v, ihat 
thereby they might the niojir eaiil) in'ii'-luee the I’opi'h n tlgion, 
and an arbitrary form of goverrnneui'’o\cr us, to ilie luiii and 
deltruc^ion ot the whole kiiiL-dom. 

Amongil thofc who arc at prefent explored under ;iour 
Majefty, we have jult rcafon to actufe for a promoier of liich 
defigns, the Duke of Lauderdale, 1 i‘e!y created Karl of 
(iuilford ; becaufewe hr.’.c had it teliii'h.d iu our IL-ule, by 
fevcral of our own member*:, tl-.at, in the hearing before the 
council of the catirTif Mr. I’linin r.e V' h.thu, who liad Com¬ 
mitted Mr. John |nnu"*, ci-utrary to V''ur Majk.^l)''s declara¬ 
tion uf tlic 15th t;f Mar.ii, 71, lit- the Lid ])nk<- ol Lau¬ 


derdale did openlv allirm, in the prcLuce of )our Majeity fit¬ 
ting in rouncil, and befou divirs «;f )our fubjecls then at¬ 
tending there, that \our Majeitv's edicts ought to be obeyed ; 
for y«)Ur Alajciiy’s eiiuHs arc equal \'>i‘h laws, and ought to 
be obferved in t!,c nrl' place; thtn.bv, as much as in him lav, 
juilifvlngthe Ltd uc>-...i-a’.iuti, and tlie piocccdiiigs iliercupt>n ; 
and declaring 1,1- ira I.',a;i''n toaibltrarv councils, in terror ot 
your good pc(;ple. 

And we arc fun: ci-nfirmed in tliisoj-inion by two late 
acls of Paritament, a verv It range and dangejous nature, 
which we have obfeivcd aiuongll the printed (latutes of the 
kingdom of Scotland ; the lull whereof was in the third fcllion 
of the firll Parliament held there under your MajcHy, cap. 25. 
and the other in yonr Majcfly’s fecond Parliament, cap. 2. 
llie lika whereof have never paifetl lincc the union of the two 
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crowns and ar« diiciltly contrary to the intention of an aft 
paiU'd here in the fourth year of the reign of King James, for 
the better abolitit)n of all memory of hollility, and the de¬ 
pendencies thereof, betweem Englaml and Scotland, and forth* 
reprelling of occalions of difeords and ilih'rders in time to come; 
and of a like aft, palled abotil the fame time in the kingdom of 
Scotland ; by force of which faid late afts there is a militia 
fettl,.d in that kingdom, of twenty thou land foot, and two 
thoufand horfe, who are obliged to be in a rcadinefs to march 
into part of this kingdom, for any fervice w'herein your Ma- 
jedy's honour, aiithority, or greafnefs may be concerned ; and 
arc to obey ftich orders and directions as they fhall from time 
to time receive from the ])rivy couticil there. 

Rv colour of which general words, we conceive, this realm 
may be liable to be invaded, under any pretence whatfoever. 
And this hatli been done, as \\e apjirehend, principally by the 
procurement of the faid l)ukeof Lauderdale j he having all 
the time of thefc tranlaftioiK*! been p-rincipal fecretary of the 
faid kingdom, and chieily intrnfled with ti e adminidration of 
.affairs of date there ; and hiinfelf commifiioner for holding the 
Parliament at the time of palling ^he latter of the faid afts, 
whereby the provi.iing cA the faid horfe and foot is effeftually 
impofed upon the faid kingdom, and this extraordinary power 
\c<ted in the privy co’’r,oil there: and vse conceive we liave 
jud reafon to apprehend tie ill confequcnces of fo great and 
unufiial a power ; efpccially while the affairs of that kingdom 
aie managed by the fai I Duke, who hath ma lifefted himfclf a 
perfon of fuch pcrniciotiS principles. 

We do therefore, in all lumfilitv, i'wplo.r^ yonr facred Ma- 
jody, conlidcring how iinivcrfal a fari.c a'.vl claimmr of the 
laid mifdcmeanors runneth openly throughout all your realm, 
that for the cafe of the hearts of your people, vthoarepof- 
ii tfed with extreme grtef a'd forrow to fee your Majcdy thus 
ahufed, and ihe kingd»>m fulangered, that )Our Majelly woidd 
gracioiifiy be pleafcil to rc'n.u\e the faid Oi.ke of Lauderdale 
trom all his emphiymenis, at d trom your sjefty's pit-LriCc 
and councils, tor ever, as bciu^ a perfoii obnoxious and dan¬ 
gerous to the govcrimient. 


^nfjL'cr to the ahc'vc ^dJrcJi, Afay^^ *^ 75 ” 


Charles Rex. 


T.llS Majedy has confidered of the addrefs againd; the Duke 
^ of L:iuderdalc, and the rcafons accompanyiug it. As t» 
tile ails of Pailiaincnt, mentioned to have been patfeu in Sta 
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land, his Majefty obferves, that the firft of thofe a6lf was in 
the year 1663 ^ whu'h was long before the Duke of Lauderdale 
was his Majelly's'commillioner in that kingduin ; the l.^tcr 
was in purfuance of the former. As to the woids, “ by the 
time of Mr. Pcniltone Whaley's cafe,'’ His Majeltv perceives, 
that if they had been fpoken, they muft have bt-cii fpoken be¬ 
fore the laft adl of gent ral pardon : and his Man fty, bring 
fenfible how great a fatisfadlioii and feenrity the mvioiablc 
prefervaiion of the former adl of indemnity and oblivi'm has 
been to all his fiibjedls, cannot but apprehend the dangiitnis 
confequences of inquiring into any tiling il.ui Ini': been p..i- 
doned by an adl of general pardon, left tlie example of that 
might give men caufe to fear their fecuriiy under the bill adl 
of oblivion. 

Given at the court at Whitehall, the feventh of 
May, 1675. 


His mojt gracicus 9, 1675- 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THINK I have given f’.il^i nf evidence to ’.lie world, that 
"*■ I have not been .nn ing, i.n i:,v in my enoeavoiirs to 

procure, tlte full lato i.tl'on oi all mv (iil)ici'‘ts in the n atters 
both of religion and pu.peiiv. 1 have not ; niy invited yon to 
thofe confiderations at oiir firtl rnee'ing : but I lu've bcc-ti care¬ 
ful through this whole fclbon, that no concern ot my own 
fhoiild divert voii from them. 

Befides, as I iiad only di ligned tlic matter of ii U) be the pro¬ 
curing of good laws fo, tor the gaiiMiin. ot tlimi, I have al¬ 
ready waited much longer than I inieiv'n d ; and fhui'id have 
been contcnicd liill to have continued mv ex' edtalion, had 
there any hopes remained of a good tonclulion : hut, 1 ondl 
confefs, tliC ill deligns of onr tnernie' h.c.e be^ n too j)rcv.itent 
againit thofe good ones 1 Inal pr(*poftci if) myfett in luli.dt of 
my petiple ; and thofe unhappy diltei-nccs betwevn my tv o 
Hotifes arc grown to futh an height, dial I I ml no potlihlc 
means of putting an end to them, bm b\ a pror''g..tion. 

It is with great unvviilingiiffs that 1 ii'.-ke ul'e ot this expe¬ 
dient ; having always intended an afljomnircni, lor the pre- 
ferviiig fueii bills a" were m limllied : hut my tiopes arc, 
that, by tbU means il c pi lent occafu n ot dinereimc-s being 
taken away, yon - ill hi io careful hereal'cr ot the* public, as 
not to feek new ones, i.(;i to revive the old. 

I intend to mci.t you here again in winter; and liave dl- 
refted niy Lord Keeper to prorogue you till the thirteenth ol 
O^tobcf next. 


Tlicn 
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Then the Lord Keeper faid, 

My Lords, and you, Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, of 
the Houfe of Commons, 

TT is his Majciiy’s plcafiire that this Parliament be prorogued 
to the thirteenth day of Ottober next: and this Parliament 
is p;»orogucd to the thirteenth day of Odlober next. 


ITis Majefiy's tnoJI gracious Speech^ O£lohcr 13, 1675. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T MEF/r you now with a more than ufual concern for the 
event of tiiis feilion ; and I know it is but what may rca- 
fonably be expcCfcd from that care I ov\e to the prefervation of 
the government. 'J’he caufes of the laft prorogation, as I, for 
my part, do not defire to remeinbc?, fo 1 hope, no man eife 
will, unlefs it be to learn from thence how to avoid the like 
occadons for ilie future: and I pray, confuler how fatal the 
confe(piences may be, and how little benelit is like to redound 
to the people by it. However, it any thing of that kind fliall 
arife, I delire )ou would defer ihofc debates, till you have 
brought fuch public bills to p^ rfciidion, as may conduce to the 
good and fafety of the king;lorn : and particularly I recom¬ 
mend to you whatever may tend to the fccurity of the protcllant 
religion, as it is now cllablilhed in the church of England. 
I mull likeA\ ife delire tour allillauce in fome fupplies ; as well 
to take off the anticipations which are upon my revenue, as for 
building of fhips. And, though the war hath been the great 
caufe of tliefe .mticipations, yet I lind, by a late account I have 
taken of mycxptnfes, that 1 have not been altogether fo good 
an hufhancl as I might have been, and as I n folvc to be for the 
futuie ; although, at tlie fame time, I have had the i'atisfaclion 
to find, thar [ liave been tar from fuch an (stravagancy in my 
own txpenfe, as fome would have the woild believe. 1 am not 
igiiora.it that tliere arc many who would prevent the kind- 
rntics of my Parliament to me at this tip e: but las well 
know, that your aifeAions have never faiUd me ; and you may 
remember it is now above three years lince 1 have alkcd you 
any tiling for my own ufe. 


O4 
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^ddrcfi to his A^pjcfty^ Novonher 10, lf>75« 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

Tl^E your Majefty's moft clu'iful fubje£ls, the Loirls Spi- 
’ ’ ritual and 'I'cmporal, and Commons, in Parliament af- 
fembled, taking notice, to our great fatisfadtion, of your Ma~ 
jefty’s royal proclamation, bearing date the nineteenth of May, 
1675, intituled, “ A Proclamation, commanding the imme¬ 
diate Return of all your Majelly’s Subjedh who ha\e gone 
into the Service of the French King, as Soldiers, lince the late 
Treaty of I’eace with the States Cicneral ot the United Pro¬ 
vinces, and prohibiting all your Majefty’s Snbjccls to enter 
into the faid Service for the Time to comeAnd hnding 
there hath not been that obfervance paid to it, whiclt your Ma- 
jefty might hare expcdleci, and all jonr loyal fnbjedls could 
have wilhed, do, out of our earneft denres that your royal in¬ 
tentions, fo agreeable to the intcreit and wcltaic of y('ur peo¬ 
ple, ftiould no longer be dlhsppoiritcd, hunibly ir.ake this our 
petir.on and addrefs unttjyour i\Tajelty, that you \vo\ild be gra- 
cioufly plcafed to renew yourtori. er proclainaiinti, Itreugthcn- 
ing it with fuch additional Icverities, upon thole who lhall not 
obey it, as fliail be agreeable to law. 


Addrefs to his Afojfjh'^ March 10, 1676. 

May i: picafe your Majefty, 

your Majdly's moft l"ya! fubjecls, the knights, clti/cns, 
and burgeUes,*in Parliament adembled, find oitrfelves 
obliged, in duty arul faithfuliicfs to your Majefty, and in dif- 
charge of the truil repofed iu us by tltofc whom we reprefent, 
moft humbly to offer to your Majefty’s ferious coiilideration, 
that the minds of your Majcfly's people arc much difqiiietcd 
with the inaiiifeft danger ariling to y<vur Majefty’s kingdoms 
by the growth and power of the French King; (fpeeially by 
the acquilitions already made, and the furilu r progrefs likely 
to be made by him in the Spanifh Nethcrkimls ; in the prefer- 
vation and fecurity whereof, we humbly c<;nccive the intereft 
of your Majefty, and the fafety of your people, are highly con¬ 
cerned : and, therefore, we rnoft humbly befeech your Ma¬ 
jefty to take the fame into your royal care, and to llrengthcii 
j'ourfelf with ftich ftriiSler alliances, as may leenre your Ma¬ 
jefty’s kingdom, and preferve and fecure the faiil Netherlands ; 
and thereby quiet the minds of your Majefty’s people. 


Ills 



{ HOI ) 


Ills Mojejlf s moji p'acxoui Spechy February i^y 1677 * 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE called you together again, after a long prorogation, 
^ that you might have an opportunity to repair the misfor- 
tunes of the lalT feflion ; and to recover and rellore the right 
cnil ‘and ufc of Parliaments. 

'J'he time I have given you to recollecl yourfclvcs in, and to 
conlider v/liithcr thofe dltFcrciices tend, which have been fo 
unhappily managed and improved between you, is enough to 
leave you without all excufe, if ever you fall into the like 
again. 

1 am now rcfidvcd to let the world fee, that it lhall not be 
my fault, if they be not made Jiappy by your conAdtations in 
l^irliamcnt ; lor 1 declare myfclf very plainly to you, that I 
come pieparcd to give you ail the fatisfa6lion and fecurity in 
the great concerns of the proteftaiit religion, as it is ellabliiheJ 
in the church of England, that fhall reafonably be alked, or 
can confill with chriliian prudence. And I declare myfclf as 
IVecIv, that I am ready to gratifyjon in a further fecuring of 
your liberty and property, as you can think you want it, by as 
many gooil laws as }ou lliall propofe, and as can confift with 
the faieiv of the ‘mvernment ; without which there will nei- 
ther be liberty nor prt'perty left to any man. 

Having thus plainly told you what I am ready to do for you, 
I lhall deal as plainly with you again, and tell you, what it is 
1 tlo expedl from yoi;. 

I do cxpeil and require from you, that all occafions of dif¬ 
ference between the two Iionfes be careluUv avoided; for elfe 
they who have no hopes to prevent your good refoluiions, will 
hope, by this referee, to hinder them from taking any effc£l* 
And let all men judge who is moll for arbitrary government; 
they that foment fneh differences as tend to diffolve all Parlia¬ 
ments ; or I, that wiu'ld preferve this and all Parliaments from 
biicig u'ade urelt fs bv fi.ch dillcnlicns. 

In the next place, I tk'firc you to confulcr the neceflity of 
building more ihips; and how much all our fafeties arc coil¬ 
ed ned in it. And fiiicc the additional revenue of cxcife will 


Ihoitly expire, you that know me to be under a great burthen 
of dibt'i, and liow hard a fliift I am making to pay them off 
as fad as I can, I hc'pc will never deny me the continuance of 
this rcvi nue ; and foir.c reafonablc fnpply to make my condi¬ 


tion inoie cafy. 

And that you may be faiisfied, how impolfible it is (what¬ 
ever fome men thitik) to fuppoit the government with lefs than 
I the 
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the prefent revenue, you may at any time fee the yearjy cfla- 
bliflied charge; by which it will appear, that, the confiant 
and unavoidable charge being paid, there will remain no over¬ 
plus towards the difcharging thofe contingencies which may 
happen in all kingdoms, and which have been a coniiderable 
charge to me this lad yea'r. 

To conclude, I do recommend to you the peace of the 
kingdom, in the careful prevention of all difterences ; -the 
lafety of the kingdom, in providing for fome greater drcngth 
at Tea; and the profperity of the kingdom, in alliding the ne- 
ceflary charge and fupport of the government. 

And, if any of thefe good ends Ihould happen to be difap- 
pointed, I call God and men to witnefs this day, that the mif- 
tbrtune of that difappointment (hall not lie at my door. 


Addrejs to his Alajcjly, Apy il i o, 1677. 

May it pleafe your Majefly, 

your Majefiy’s mod loyal fiibje£ls, the knights, citi* 
^ ^ zens, and burgelles, in diis prefent Parliament aifembled; 
having, at the petition of divers commoners, greatly concerned 
in the prefervation of the life and edate of the Duke of Nor¬ 
folk, entered into confideration of the prefem condition of the 
faid Duke ; and, upon folcmn hearing of counfel on both fides, 
and examination of feveral witncUcs before the Houfe, having 
found that the faid Duke is a liinatick, and hath been fo for 
many years pad ; and during all that time to have been kept 
in parts beyond the fea, at Padua, under the dominion of the 
date of Venice ; notwithdanding his condition is fuch, as we 
conceive, that he may be fafely and conveniently, and to the 
great benefit of his perfon, (conlidering his dideinper) be re¬ 
moved thence into England; do mod humbly befecch your 
Majefly, that you would gracioufly be pleafed to take fume 
cdedluai courfc, that the faid ] 3 uke may be fpecdily brought 
over into this kingdom ; that thereby he may be more imme¬ 
diately under your Majefly’s care ; which will be not only to 
the great comfort and relief of the fuid petitioners, but the ge¬ 
neral fatisfadlion of your Majefly’s fubjeds ; who think them- 
felves, and all others in whom they are concerned, mod fafo 
and fecure under your Majedy’s royal proteclion. 
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His Alajeftys Mejfagt to the Houfe of Commons^ jtipril 11, l677« 
Charles Rex. 

'LJlS Majefty having confidered your laft acldrefs, and finding 
Ionic late alteration in the affairs abroad, thinks it necef- 
fary to put you in mind, that the only way to prevent the dan¬ 
ger whit h may arife to thefe kingdoms, mult be, by putting 
his Majclty timely in condition to make fuch fitting prepara¬ 
tions ns may enable him to do what (hall be molt for the fecu- 
rity of them. And if, for this rcafon, you (hall defire to fit 
any h*iigcr time, the King is content you adjourn now betore 
Ealter, and meet again fuddenly after ; to ripen this matter, 
and to pei fed fonie of the molt ncceirary bills now depending. 

Given at the court at Whitehall, the eleventh day of 
April, 1677. 


Addrefs to his Majejiy^ April 13, 1677. 

May it pleafe your moll Excellent Majefty, 

■f^^E your Majefi/’s molt dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons in this prefent Parliament aifembled, do, with 
great fatisfadion of mind, obferve the regard your Majefty is 
plcafcd to cxprels to our former addreffes, by intimating to us 
the j'Uc alteration in affairs abroad; and do return our moft 
hiiirblc thanks for your Majclty’s gracious offer made to us 
thereupon in your laft meffage: and, having taken a ferious 
deliberation of the fume, and of the preparations your Majeftf 
hath therein intimated to us were fitting to be made, in order 
to thefe public ends ; we have for the prefent, provided a fc- 
curity, in a bill for an additional duly of cxcife ; upon which 
your Majelty may raife the Ann of two hundred thoufand 
P'lunds; and if your Majelly (hall think fit to call us together 
again for this purpofe, in fome fliort time after Ealter, by any 
ptiblic lignifuMtion ot your Majefty’s plcafure commanding 
our attendance, we (ball, at our next meeting, not only be ready 
to rcimbiirfe your Majelly what Anus of money lhall be ex¬ 
pended upon Aich extraordinary preparations as lhall be made 
iji ptirfiiance of our former addreffes; but lhall likewife, with 
mo»t cheerful hearts, proceed, both then, and at all other times, 
to llirnilh your Majclty with fo large proportions of alfiftances 
and Aipplics tipon this occafion, as may give your Majelly and 
the whtile world an ample teilimony of our loyalties and allec- 
tions to your Majefty’s fervice ; and may enable your Majefty, 
by the help of Almighty God, to maintain fuch ftrifttral- 

lUncct 
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liances as you Hiall have entered into, againft all oppofition 
whatfoever. 

Altjjage from his, Majefty to the Houfe of Commons, 

April i6, 1677. 

Charles Rex. 

U[IS Majelly having confidcred the anfwcr of this Houfe* to 
his laft melfage, abi.ut enabling him to make fitting pre¬ 
parations for the fecitrity of thefe kingdoms, finds by it, that 
‘ they have only enabled him to borrow two hundred thoufand 
pounds, upon a fund given him fi^r other ufes: his Majefty 
defires, therefore, the Houfe ihould know, and he hopes they 
irill always believe of him, that not only that fund, but any 
other within his power, (hall be engaged to the ulmoft for pre- 
Icrvation of his kingdoms. 

But, as his Majelly’s condition is, (which, he doubts not but 
is as well known to this Houfe' as to hirufelf,) he mull tell 
them plainly, that, without a fum of fix hundred thoufand 
po|inds, or credit for fuch n fum upon new funds, it will not 
be poilible for him to fpeak^or act thoie things which Ihould 
anfw'cr the ends of their Icveral addieii'esf without cxpofing the 
kingdoms to much greater dangers. 

Hi.> Majerty di'cc further acquaint them, that having done 
his part, and laid the true.Rate of things before them, he will 
not be wanting to ufe the heft means for the fafety of his peo¬ 
ple, which his prefent condilii'n is capable of. 

Given at the court at Whitehall, the fixtecnth day of 
April, 1677. 


AdJrefs by the Hovje of Commons, April 16, 1677. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

■^OUR Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful fubjedts, the Com- 
mens, in this prefent P.irlia!nent alfembled, having con- 
fidered your Majefty’s laft mefiage, and the gracious exprclfions 
therein contained, for employing your wdiolc revenue, at any 
time, to raife money for the prefervation of your Majefty’s 
kingdoms, do find great caufe to return our moft humble thanks 
fov the fame ; and to defire yotir Majefty to reft afliirc^, that 
.you (hall find as much duty and aftediion in us, as can be ex- 
l^refled by a moft loyal people to a moft gracious fovercign. 
And, whereas your Majefty is pleafed to fignify to us, that the 
fum of two hundred thoufand pounds is not fufticient, without 
'vfoithcr Aipplies, to enable your Majefty to fpcak and adl thofe 

things 
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things ■which are dedred by your people, we humbly take leave 
to acquaint jour Majefty, that many of our members b^ing, 
upon an expcdlatioa of adjournment before Eafler, gone into 
their feveral countries; we cannot think it parliamentary, in 
their abfence, to take upon us the granting of money; but do 
therefore defire your Majefty to be pleafed, that this Houle 
may adjourn itfelf for fome ihort time, before the fum of two 
hu’ndred thoufand pounds can be expended, as your Majefty 
ihall think fit; and by your royal proclamation command the . 
attendance of all our members at the day of meeting: by 
which time we hope ycur Majefty may have Co formed your 
affairs, and fixed your alliances, in purfuance of our former ad- 
dreffes, that your Majefty may be gracioufly pleafed to impart 
them to us in Parliament. 

And we no ways doubt, but, at our next aiTembling, your 
Majefty will not only meet with a compliance in the fiipply 
your Majefty defires, but -vvith all fuch afiiftances, as the pof- - 
ture of your affairs fhall require: in confidence whereof, we 
hope your Majefty will be encouraged, in the mean time, to 
fpcak and adl fuch things, as your Majefty Ihall judge neceifary 
for attaining thofc great ends we have formerly reprefente^ to 
your Majefty. ’ • 


His Aliijcji/s Attjwcr, May 23, 1677, 

Gentlemen, 

T SENT for you hiihcr, that I might prevent thofe miftakes 

and diftrufts, which I find fiune arc ready to make, as 
if I had called you together only to get money from you for 
other iifcs than }ou would have it employed. 

I do allure you, upon the word of a king, that you Ihall not 
repent any truft you repofe in me for the fafety of my king¬ 
doms ; and I dcfire you to believe, 1 would not break my cre¬ 
dit with you. 

But as 1 have already told you, that it will not be poflible 
for me to fpeak or aft thofe things, which Ihould anfwer the 
ends of your feveral addreiie?, without expofing my kingdt^s 
to much greater dangers ; fo 1 declare to you again, that 1 will 
neither haxard my own fafety nor your’s, until I be in a better 
condit|on than I am able to put myfclf, both to defend my itibiu 
jefts,' and offend my enemies. 

1 do further allure you, that I have not luft one day lince 
your laft meeting, in doing all 1 can for ycuir .defence ; and 1 
tell you plainly, it (hall be your fault, and not mine, if oor 
fecuritics be nut fufficiently provided for. 


jiddnfi 
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jiddrefs by the Commons to the Kingt May 25, 1677# 

May it pleafe your moft Excellent Majefty, 

Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful fubjedls, the Com-» 
mons, in Parliament alFembled, having taken into their fe- 
Yious confideration your Majefty’s gracious fpcech, do befecch 
your Majefty to believe it is a great affliclion to them, to find 
themfelves obliged, at prefent, to decline the granting your 
Majefty the fupply your Majefty is pleafcd to demand ; con¬ 
ceiving it is not a .,rceablc to the ufage of Parii-ment, to grant 
fupplies for ivaintenance of wars and alliance, before they are 
fignified in Parliament; winch the two wars againft the States 
of liie u nited i-’roviiices, lince your Majefty's lia;'py rellor.ition, 
and the league made with them in january 1668, lor prel’erva- 
tion of the Spanillt Netherlands, fufficicntly prove, without trou¬ 
bling your Majefty with inftances of greater antiqr.ity. From 
which ufuge if we ftionld depart, the precedent might be ol 
dangerous confcqiience in future times ; though your Majefty’s 
goodnefs gives us great fccurity during your Majefty’s reign; 
which we befeech God long continue.* .This confideration 
prompted us, in our laft addrefs to your Majcjty before our late 
recefs, humbly to mention to your Majefty'vair hopes, that, 
before our haeeting again, your Majefty’s alliances might be fo 
fixed, as that yonr Majefty might be gracioufly pleafed to im¬ 
part them to us in Parliament ; that fo our carneft delircs of 
fupplying your Majefty for profecuiing thofe great ends w^c had 
humbly laid before your M.ijcily, might meet with no impedi¬ 
ment or obftruclion ; being highly fenfiblc of the ncccllity of 
fupporting as well as making the alliances humbly dcfircd in our 
former addrciTcs: and which wc ftill conceive fo important to 
the fafety of your Majefty and your kingdoms, that we cannoi, 
without unfaithfulnefs to your Majefty, and thofe wc reprefent, 
omit, upon all occafions, humbly to bcfcech your Majefty, as 
we now do, to enter into a league, offenfive and defenfivc, 
* with the States General of the United Provinces, againft the 
growth and power of the French king; and for the prefervation 
of the Spanifh Netherlands; and to make fuch other alliances 
with fuch other of the confederates as your Majefty fliall think 
fit and ufeful to that end. In doing which, that no time may 
*^)C loft, we humbly offer to your Majefty thefe reafons for the 
expediting it: 

' I. That, if the entering into fuch alliances fliould draw on 
a war with the French king, it would be leaft detrimental to 
your Majefty’s fubjecls at this time of the year ; they having^ 
now, l^weft effects within the dominions of ibat king. 

^ il. That 
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II. That though we have great reafon to believe the power 
of the French king to be dangerous to your Majelly and your 
kingdoms, wlien he fliall be at more leifure to molelt us; yet 
we conceive the many enemies he hath to deal with at prefent, 
together with the fitualion of your Majeily’s kingdoms, the 
unanimity of your people in this caufe, the care your Majefty 
hath been plcafcd to take of your ordinary guard for the fea ; • 
together with the credit provided by the late a£t, entituled, 

** An A<S for an additional Excife for Three Years V’ maKC 
the entering into and declaring alliances very fafe; until we 
may, in a regular way, give your Majeity fuch further luppUes 
as may enable your Alajcfty to fuppor' your alliances, and de¬ 
fend your kingdoms. 

III. Bccaufe of the great danger and charge which muft ne- 
cclfarily fall upon your Majelty’s kingdoms, if through want of 
that timely encouragement and alTillance, which your Majefty’s 
joining with the States of the United Provinces, and other the 
confederates, would give them, the faid States, or any other 
confidei able part of the confederates, (hould this next winter, 
or fooner, make a peace or truce wdth the French king (the 
prevention whereof h^^le^to mud be acknowledged to be a lin¬ 
gular etfed of G(‘j‘s*goodncfs;) w'hich if it (hould happen, 
your Majcrty v^hild afterwards be irccelTitafed with fewer, 
perhaps with no Alliances or aflillanccs, to withltand'the power 
of the French king, which hath fo long and fo fuccefsfully con¬ 
tended with fo many and potent adverfarics: and, whilft he con¬ 
tinues his ovcrbalaucing greatnefs, mull’ always be dangerous 
to his neighbours ; fince he w'ould be able to opprefs any one 
confederate before the red could get together, and be in fo good 
a podure of ofiending him as they now arc, being jointly en¬ 
gaged in a war; and if he Ihould be fo fuccefsful as to make a 
peace, or diiunite the prefent confidcration againil him ; it is 
much to be feared, whether it would be pollible ever to reunite 
it: at lead, it would be a w'ork of fo much time and difficulty, 
a.s would leave your Majefty’s kingdoms expofed to much raifery 
and danger. 

Having thus difeharged our duty, in la^’ing before your Ma¬ 
jefty the dangers thrcaterdtig your Majefty and your kingdoms; 
and^e only remedy we cm tltink of for preventing it, and fe- 
cunng and quieting the mi mis of yotir Majefty’s people ; with 
fome few of tliofc reafons which have moved us to this and our" 
former addrelfes on this fubjedl, we moil humbly bcfeech your 
Majefty to take this matter into your moll ferious conlideration ; 
and to take fuch refolutions, as may not leave it in the power of 
any neighbouring prince to rob your people of that happinef$ 
which they enjoy ,under your Majefty’< grafi'ousgoverntnent; 

bcfeechlng 
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befecching yotir Majcfty lo reft confident and affiircJi that, 
when your Majefty fhall be pleafed to declare fuch alliances in 
Parliament, we fhail hold ourfelves obliged, not only by our 
promifes and alfuranees given, and now with great unanimity 
renewed in a full Houfe, btit by the zeal and defires of thofc 
whom we reprefent, and by the interefl: of all our fafeties, mod 
cheerfully to give your MajeAy fuch fpcedy fiipplies and afliA- 
ances, as may fully and plentifully anfwer the occaiions ; and, 
by God’s blcfhng, prelerve your MajeAy’s honour, and the 
fafety of your people. 

All which is moA humbly fubmitted to your Majefiy’s great 
wifdom. 


His Afujefty s jlnfujcry Afoy 2^^ 1^77* 
Gentlemen, 

^OULD I have been filent, I would rather have chofen to 
be fo, than to call to mind things fo unfit for you to med¬ 
dle with, as are contained in fome parV)f youraddrefs; wherein 
you have entrenched upon fowuiidoubtco^' right of the crown, 
that 1 am confident it will appear in no^agv. (when the fword 
was not drawn) that the prerogative of makbi^g peace and war 
jiath been’fo dangeroufly invaded. You do not content yoiir- 
fclves with defiring me to enter into fuch leagues, as may be 
for the fafety of the kingdom ; but you tell me what fort of 
leagues they muA be, and with whom : and as your addrefs is 
worded, it is more liable to be tindcrilood to be by your leave, 
than your requcA, that I Ihould make fuch other alliances as 1 
pleafe with other of the confederates. Should I fntfer this liin- 
damental power of making peace and war to be fo far invaded 
fthotigh but once) as to have the manner and circumllanccs of 
leagues preferibed to me by Pailiamcnt, it is plain, that no 
prince or Aatc would any longer believe, that the fovereignty of 
£ngland refls in the crown; nor couM I think myfclf to fignify 
any more to foreign princes, than the empty found of a king. 
Wherefore you may rcA affurtd, that no condition lhall make 
me depart from, or lellcn, fo effential a part of the monaichy : 
and 1 am willing to believe fo well of this Houfe of Commons, 
that I am confident tiiefc ill confcquences are not intended by 
'you. 

Thefe are, in flvort, the reafons, why 1 can by no means 
approve of your addrei's. And yet, though you have declined 
lo grant me that fupply, which is fo necellary to the ends of it, 
1 do again declare to you, that, as 1 have done all that lay in 
my power, fince vour laft meeting, fo 1 will Aill apply myfelf, 

by 
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all means I can, to let the world fee my care, both for the 
fecurity and fatisfaaion of my people; although- it may not be 
with thofe advantages to them, which, by your affiftance, I 
mig^t have procured. 


A Meffage fram his A'Jaj^y^ December 3, 1697. 
CriARLEs Rex. 

UIS Majefty, having igiven notice by his proclamation, that 
he intended the Houfes fhould be adjourned till the fourth 
of April, hath now, for weighty coniiderations, thought fit to 
meet with both Houfes fooner ; and therefore his pleafure is, 
tiiat this Houle be adjourned to the fifteenth day of January next. 


A Mejfage from his Majeftyf January 15, 167S. 
Charles Rex. 

TJIS Majefty hath matter of very great importance to com* 
municate to both Houfes, in order to the fatisfa£tion of 
their late addrelTes f^t^e prefervation of Flanders: but it fo 
happening that mat^s are not yet fo ripe, as within a few days 
they will be; therefore his Majefty’s pleafure is, that thft Houle 
be immediately adjourned till Monday, the twenty-eighth of 
this inftant January. 


His Majefty s mejigracious Speech^ January 1678. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

"Xl^HEN we parted laft, I told you, that, before vre met 
^ ^ again, I would do that which ftiould be to your fatisfac- 
lion. I have accordingly made fuch alliances with Holland as 
are for the prefervation of Flanders; and which cannot fail of 
that end, imlefs prevented either by want of due alfiftances to 
fupport thofe alliances, or by the fmali regard the Spaniards 
themfelvcs muft have to their own prefervation. 

The firft of rhefe I cannot fufpeCf, by reafon of your repeated 
^^itga|gefirfents to njaintain them \ and I know you are fo wife, 
as to confider, that a war, which muft be the ncceflary confe*. 
qiience of them, ought neither to be profecuted by halves, nisi 
to want fuch ali'uranees of perfeverance, as may give me 
encouragement to purfue it: befides, it will not be lefs necef&xy 
fo let our enemies have fuch a profpedl of our rcfol'ntions, as 
may let them fee certainly, that we (hail not be weary of 
• VoL. I. P arms. 
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arms, till ChriAendom be reftoredto fuch a peace, as ihall not 
be in the power of any prince alone to difturl). 

I do acknowledge to you, that 1 have ufcd all the means pof- 
fible, by a mediation, to have procured an honourable and fate 
peace for Ciuiilendom ; knowing how preferable fuch a peace 
would have been to any war, and efpecially to this kingdom ; 
which muil neceflarily own the vaft benefits it has received by 
peace, whilft its neighbours only have yet fmartcd by the .war : 
but, finding it no longer to be hoped for by fair means, it fliall 
not be my fault, if that be not obtained by force, which can¬ 
not be had otherwife. For this reafon I have recalled my troops 
from France ; and have confidercd, that, although the Dutch 
(hall do their parts, we cannot have lefs on our’s, than ninety 
fail of capital ihips conflantly maintained ; nor lefs than thirty 
or forty thoufand landmen, with their dependencies, to be em¬ 
ployed upon our fleets, and elfewherc. And bccatife there 
(hall be no jealoiify or fear of mifemploying what you fhall give 
to thefe ufts, I am contented, that fuch money he appropriated 
to thofe ends as ftriclly as you can dcfirc. I have given tefli- 
mony enough of my care in that ki^id, by the progrefs I have 
made in building the new' (hips ; .',^|;icrein, for the making 
them more ufeful, 1 have '^directed fuph^jarger dimcnficns, as 
will cofl me above one hundred thoufand p^iunds more than the 
-mft allow's. I have gone as far as 1 could ki lepairing the old 
fleet, and in buying of neceffary (lores for the navy and ord¬ 
nance : and in this and other provifions for the better feeming 
both my foreign plantations, and the iflands nearer home, 1 
have expended a great deal more than the two hundred thoufand 
.^pounds ybu enabled me to borrow upon the excife ; although 1 
have not found fuch credit as 1 expected upon that fccurity. 

I have borne the charge both ot a rebellion in Virginia, and 
a new war with Algiers: 1 (land engaged to the Prince of 
Orange for my niece’s portion ; and I fhall not be able to 
maintain my conftant neceffary eflablifhmcnts, unlcfs the new 
impofls upon wines, &c. be continued to me ; w'hich would 
brheiwife turn only to their profit, to whom we lead intend it. 

1 hope thefe things will need little recommendation to you, 
when you confitler your prornifes in fome, and the ncceflity of 
the reft. And, to let you fee, that I have not only employed 
my time and treafure for your fafety, but done all I coiflo-lo re¬ 
move all forts of jealoiiiies, I have married my niece to the 
Prince of Orange; by which 1 hope 1 have given full affurances, 
that I (hail never fufler his interefls to be ruined, if 1 can be af- 
£fted as 1 ought to be to preferve them* 

:y Having done all this, 1 exped from you a plentiful fupply 
fuitablc to fuch great occafions; wheteon depends not bnly the 
» honour. 
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hoi\qur^ but, f(|.yught I know, the being of an Engllfh nation; 
which will not be faved by finding faults afterwards; but may 
be prevented by avoiding the chief fault of doing weakly and by 
halves what can only be hoped from a vigorous and thorough 
profecution of what wc undertake. 

Thefe confiderations are of the greatefl; importance that ever 
concerned this kingdom: and therefore I would have you enter 
immediately upon them, without fuffering any other bufinefs 
whatfoever to divert you from bringing them to good refolutions. 


Addr^fs by the Houfe of Commons f fanuary 31, 1678. 

your Majefly’s moft humble and loyal fubje£ls, the 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament alfembled, do, in 
all duty and gratitude, render our moft humble thanks to your 
mart ficred Majeily, for the great care your Majefty hath ex- 
prclfcd for the prefervation and encouragement of the proteftant 
religion, by concluding a marriage between the Lady Mary, 
your Majefty’s niece, at^d the Prince of Orange; being a 
Prince profelling the rr-*ne religiojt with us, and engaged in 
arms for the defenc/of the common caufe of Chriftendom: 
for the promoting^r which we do, in all humility, and with 
the higheft zeal ro your Majefiy’s honour, and the Tafety of 
your people, bcfcech your Majefty not to admit of any treaty of 
peace, whereby the French King fliall be left in the pofleffion 
of any laiger dominions and territories, or of any greater power, 
than what he retained by the Pyrenean treaty : Icfs than which, 
we conceive, cannot fccurc your Majefty’s kingdoms, and the'- 
reft of Europe, from the grow th and power of the faid King; 
but that he alone may be able to diftuib the peace thereof, w'hen- 
foever he is minded to attempt it; the places referved by that 
treaty to the King of Spain, in the Netherlands, being advan¬ 
tageous, as well by the vicinity of fome important towns and 
garrifons to the kingdom of France, as by the extent of the ter¬ 
ritory. And we do moft humbly defire, that in all treaties, ar¬ 
ticles, and confederations, in order to the obtaining that end, 
your Majefty w-ould be pleafed to provide, that none of the 
j^riies that (hall join with your Majefty in making war for that 
X purpolS, may lay down their arms, or depart from their alli¬ 
ances, until the faid King be reduced at leaft to the faid treaty's 
and w e do further defire, as one of the moft cfFeflual means to 
obtain thofe ends, that it may be agreed between*your Majefty 
and the confederates, that neither ourfelves, nor any of them, 
(hall hold any commerce or trade with the French King, or his 
fubje^s, during fuch war; and that no commodity of tho 
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ptd&fl, or manufa£ture of France, or of any ofthe ter- 
ritories or dominions of the French King, be admitted to be 
brought into your MajefW’s, or any of their countries and domi¬ 
nions, either by land or fea \ or to oe fold within the fame ; but 
that they be feized and deftroyed wherefoever they be found; and 
days to be limited for the fame, in as ihort a time as the nature of 
fuch affairs will permit: and that in ail treaties, articles, and 
confederations, made in order to or for the profecution of'fuch 
war, it may be agreed and declared, that no veifel of any na¬ 
tion whatfoever (hall be permitted to enter into, or come out of 
the ports of France, but that the fhip and nfen fhall be feized, 
and the goods deftroyed. 

We do therefore muft humbly defire your Majefty to proceed 
in making fuch alliances and confederations, as (hall be necef- 
fary for the attaining thofe ends ; and though wc believe your 
Majefly can never doubt of the afFe£lions of your people, yet^ 
upon this occafton, tire do, w'ith all alacrity, and, with one 
unanimous confent, renew our former promifes and engage¬ 
ments : befeeching your Majefty to reft confidently afliired of 
©ur perfcverance in the profecution the faid war; and that, 
when your Majefty fhall jrteafe to impart fuch alliances and 
confederations to us in Parliament, we ip^ll, upon all occa- 
fions, give your Majefty fuch ready afliftanc\;s and fupports, as 
may, by the bleffuig of God, bring the faid war to a happy 
concluliun. 


His MajeJly's Anfwtr to the ebwe Addrejsy February 4, 1678. 
Charles Rex. 

IJIS Majefty hath received’ and perufed the late addrefs of 
this Houfe; and thereunto returneth this anfwer. 

He is not a little furprifed to find fo much inferted there, of 
what there fhould not be, and fo little of what fhould. 

In the fifft place, his Majefty’s fpecch was to both Houfes 
jointly: and the matter being of lb public a concern, it is cer- 
minly very convenient the return to that fpecch fhould be made 
jointly; for to receive fevcral aJdrcfles, and poffibly very dif¬ 
ferent, cannot but adminifter matter of diftradion to his coun- 
fcls, and confequcntly to the affairs of the nation : noA 'c ih*: 
Houfe of Peers reafonnbly to be left out, in tranfa£Ving thofe 
things which at laft muft ncctls pafs by them. 

In the next place, he obferves in the uddrefs of this Houfe, 
uf the twentieth of May laft, you invite his Majefty to a league, 
ofFcnfivc and dcfenfivc, with Holland, againft the growth 
**hd power of the French King, and for prefervation of the 
^anllh Netherlands ; and* upon his declaration of- fuch alli- 
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ances, you affure his Majefty of fuch fpeedy afliftances and 
fupplics, as may fully and plentifully anfwer the occafions: 
his Majefty hath made, accordingly, the alliances, olFenrive 
and defenfive, with Holland ; and declared it to you in Parlia¬ 
ment , fo his part is performed : but, as to that of this Houfe 
for fupplies, though he a(Vf d it in his fpeech, you give no an¬ 
fwer, nor the lead hin*^ ■ ^ ::^Fording him any thing to fupport 
the treaties he hath made: only the old proinifcs are put to nevr 
conditions; and fo he may be ufed to eternity, fliould he feem 
fatisfied with fuel', proceedings. 

You are tmt to think, that cither his MajcRy, or the States 
General, being to embark in fo great a defign, would deprive 
themfelvesof the other lb confidcrablc alliances. Some minif- 
ters of the moft concerned princes have known -rd approved 
his treaty with the Slates General : and, tliai he hath not for¬ 
merly concluded one wit', them, i.... .^afon is, that the diftance 
of the places the princes concerned rcfidc in, would not give 
time to perfeft fo many treaties, <0 be ratified in places fo re¬ 
mote : and, laying well the foundation in Holland, there could 
not be much doubt of t’fcir confent, for whofe intereft that 
treaty is made : but n .ining can delay, or indeed difappoint, 
thofe treaties, mor^' tlflan the failing of this Houfe to fupport 
thefe his Majefty’Vath made: he muft acquit his credit there, 
and fee his word' ihali he maintained, before he can engage 
it elfcwherc afrefh. 

In hisMajefty’s anfwer to the addrefs of this Houfe, of the 
twentieth of May, he told you how highly He was offended at 
that great invafion of his prerogative : but you take no notice 
of it ; but, on the contrary, add to your former ill condudi 
new invafions, equally ofFenfive to his Majelly’s authority, as 
contrary to his, and, he thinks, moft other men*s judgments. 

This Houfe deflres his Majefty to oblige his confederates 
never to confent to a peace, but upon condition the Moft 
Chriftian King be reduced to the Pyrenean treaty at Icaft; a 
determination fitting only for God Almighty ; for none can tell 
what can be fitting conditions for a peace, but he that can cer¬ 
tainly foretel the events of the w'ar. 

You advife his Majefty to enjoin not only his allies, but all 
tl." .VK^'rld, not to let a Ihip of their’s to go to, or come from 
France, upon pain of lofs of goods, capture of (hips and men, * 
not excepting either ally, prince, or ambaflador, (ifamongft 
them): he doth not believe that ever any affembly of men gave 
fo great and public a provocation to the whole world, without 
either having provided, or fo much as confideretl how to pro¬ 
vide, one (hip, one regiment, or one penny, towards juftifjr- 
ing it, (at leaft as far as you have acquainted him.) Howev^r^ 
to (hew you how willing his Majefty is to g^ve all reafonablo 
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fatisfa£lion to this Hoiife, how unrcafonable foever the propo- 
fitions made him are, he doth again repeat to you what he (aid 
on the twenty-eighth paft, that if, by your affiflancc, he may 
be put into arms fufficient for fiich a work, his Majefty will 
not be weary of them, till Chrlltendom be rcftored to fuch a 
peace, as it fhall not be in the power of any prince alone to 
dillurb. 

This is, in the confequence of it, as much as a prince that 
valueth his word, can fay to you : and he is fuch a one. But, 
to fay he will make no other peace, than fuch a particular 
peace, whether able or not able, whether abandoned by his 
allies or not, is not to be faid upon folcmn engagement; be- 
caufe not certainly to be performed. 

In fum, Gentlemen, the right of making and managing war 
and peace is in his Majefty ; and if you think he will depart 
from any part of that right, you are millaken. The reins of 
government are in his hands i and he hath the fame refolutioii 
and concern to preforve them there, as he hath to preferve his 
own perfon ; and he keeps both forjjis people’s protc< 5 lion and 
fafety ; and will employ them fo far a:^he can. If tl.is Houfc 
encourage his Majefty to go farther in alliances, by fupplying 
him in maintaining thofe he hath madc,"^his care and utmoit 
endeavour will be employed for you. If this Houfe doth in¬ 
tend this, it muft be fpeedy ; the time and conjuncture afford 
not leifure toconfult long: and therefore his Majefty defireth, 
that, without further lofs of time, you apply yourfclvcs to the 
confideration of that fupply ; for from thence he mull take his 
jnealures. 


Addrefs by the Houfc of Commons, March 15, 1678. 

your Majefty’s moft humble and loyal fxrbjccls, the 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament alfembled, do, in 
all duty and faithfulnefs to your Majefty’s fcrvice, humbly pre¬ 
fent your Majefty w'ith this our advice ; that, for the fatisiyiug 
the minds of your good fubjeCls, who are much difqui. ted 
with the apprehenfions of the dangers arUing to this kin - I nn 
from the growth and power of the French King ; and f \ he 
, encouragement of the princes and Hates confederatecP!l:,>.‘n/t 
him; your Majefty would gracioully be plcaftd inuTUd::;icly 
to dcclai'e, proclaim, and enter into an aChial war again i t tlic 
faid French King: for the profecution whereof, as v.c have 
already pafted a bill of fupply, which only wants yoMi royal 
affent, fo we defire your Majefty to reli conftantly mlurcd, 
that we will, from time to time, proceed to Hand by and aid 
jfOur Majefty with fuch plentiful fupplics and afliftancts, as 
; . I your 
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your Majelly’s oecarions for fo royal an undertaking (hall ror 
quire. ^ And becaufe your Majefty’s endeavours, by way of 
mediation, have not produced thofe good efFeiSls your Majefty 
intended, we do mo(t humbly befeech your Majefty, that you 
would gracioufly be pleafed to recal your ambairadors from 
Nimeguen and France, and to caufe the French ambaflUdor to 
depart from hence ; that your Majefty being publicly difen- 
gaged from a(J!fing as a mediator, or upon fuch terms and con¬ 
ditions as were then propofed, your Majefty may enter into the 
war to no other end, than that the faid French King may be re¬ 
duced unto fuch a condition, as he may be no longer terrible to 
your Majefty’s fiibjcdls; and that Chriftendom may be reftored 
to fuch a peace, as may not be in the power of the faid King to 
dilturb. 


MeJJage from his Mujejiy, March ity, 1678. 

Charles Rex. 

T_IIS Majefty hath rcccivtd the notice fent him by this Hoiifc, 
that the poll bill was now ready for the royal aftent: which 
his Majefty was well pleafed to hear, .and refolveih to pafs it 
to-morrow. His Majefty defircth this Houfe to difpatch the 
reft of the fiipply promifed him, with all expedition*: the fea 
and land preparations run great danger of being difappointed, 
if thofe fiipplics.be retarded: and it would be a fatisfaiS^ion to 
his Majefty, that no more time ftjould be loft in a work fo ne- 
ceflary for the fafety and reputation of the nation, as the hnifti- 
ing thofe fupplics. 


Speech by the Lord Chancellor, April 29, 1678. 

My Lords, and you, the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes, 
of the Houfe of Commons, 

TlJlS Majefty, having made a league offenftve and defenfive 
with Holland, and endeavoured to improve that league by 
entering into further and more general alliances, for the profe- 
cution of the* war, hath neverthelefs thought fit, before he 
make his lall ftep, to take the further advice of both his 
Houfes of Parliament; and rcfolves to govern himjelf by it. 
And to the end his Parliament may be able to give a clear 
and certain judgment in this matter, his Majefty hath com¬ 
manded that the prefent ftate and condition of affairs Ihould be 
fully and plainly opened to you. And this I lhall do in few 
words. 
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The addrefs to his Majefty from both Houfes was ujpon tho 
fixteenth of Marche one thoufand fix hundred and feventy-fix ; 
wherein the dangerous growth of the French monarchy being 
obferved, and the conquefis made in Flanders, together with 
the ill confequences arifing from thence, his Majefty is defiroiis 
foftrengthen himfelf by fuch ftriileralliances as may fecure his 
own kingdoms, and prefervethcSpanifli Netherlands. 

But this addrefs did neither defire nor feem to intend, that his 
Majefty ihould fo fuddenly and fo abruptly depart from his 
figure of mediator, as immediately to become a party in the 
War, before any fuch alliances were made: for this addrefs was 
followed with feveral other addreftes from the Commons, in 
thejmonths of March, April, and May following, all of them 
prelling his Majefty to haften his entry into fuch alliances ; and 
one of them particularly pointing at a league oft’enfive and de- 
feiifive with the States General. And, in truth, as no alli¬ 
ances could well be made, till we had concluded with Holland; 
fo no entry could be made upon ahy alliance with Holland, un¬ 
til the mind of the Prince of Oranre were pcrfe£lly known; 
for upon him would depend much of that certainty and fecrecy 
which was abfolutely necelfary to bring fiich a treaty to perfcc- 
t’oi: but’he Prii.ee was in fo great a hurry of bufmefs, and 
fuch a hta* cf adion, that no time c'.uld pollibly be found all 
that fummer to enter upon this treaty. And yet that no time 
might be loft, his Majelly did ail he could at home, to fit and 
prepare himfelf for fuch an alliance, when *the time ftiuuld 
come : he repairs his old fleet; buys in necelfary ftorcs for the 
navy and ordnance: and in this and other provilions, for better 
fecuring his foreign plantations and iflands nearer home, ex¬ 
pended a great deal more than the two hundred thoufand pounds 
which he was enabled to borrow upon the excife: and if he 
Could have then prevailed to have had the fix hundred thoufand 
pounds completed, as he defired, the expenfe of that in other 
ftores and provilions, both for land and fea, would by this time 
hare given an univerfal content and fatisfadion. 

Nor did his Majefty reft here, but he continued all the reft of 
that fummer to make all the fteps he could towards an alliance 
with Holland. To this end he did, in the nrtonth of June, 
ftnd for his ambalTador, Sir Wm. Temple, to come to him 
from Nimeguen, in order to his being employed to negociate 
with the Prince of Orange, touching thofe meafurcs which 
Were neceftary to be taken for the common fafety: but the 
IVince’s continual a£lion caufed it to be deferred ; and yet, in 
Airgnft following, rhe King appoints his ambaflador Mr. Hyde 
tCbiMraj|( upon the Prince, and to know of him what courfe he 
' thought 
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thought beft to be taken, as things then flood ; and to defire 
him, that he would either write his own mind, tir fend fome 
perfon hiiher, inftrucled with it, or come himfelf. The Prince 
was plcafed to chvife the latter. 

By that convcrfation with his Highnefs, his Majcfty quickly 
underflood to what a low eftate the affairs of Holland were re¬ 
duced ; and in what great tliforders the refl of ihe confederate* 
were; they in Flanders totally defponcling, and the people in 
Holland being violent for a peace. So that il'.cve I'cemed to be 
no other remedy or expedient left, but lor His Majcfly to try 
whether a peace could be obtained «ipon reafo:table conditions ; 
this bring the main and principal point to which the King had 
been all that year earneflly folicited by the States; that is to fay, 
in the months of January, May, and September lafl, juft be¬ 
fore the Prince came over: and his Majcll/ liad rcafon to be¬ 
lieve, that fuch endeavours would be grateful lo the States; 
and took thereby an opportunity to engage the States, that, in 
cafe of refufal, they fljould enter into fuch an alliance with his 
Majefty, as might enabicjhim to obtain his deiires by force of 
arms : for his Majcffy did well perceive, tha? the States of 
Holland, whom he had fo long foBnd weary of the war, would 
never ctucr into any alliance with his Majefty for the profecu- 
lion of this war without a profpeift of a peace. 

And, to convince the world that his Majclly was refolved 
to erpoiifc the ititereft of the Stales General to the uttermoft, 
his Majefly (who could not but fee that the happinefs and prof- 
perity of the Prince did very much depend upon the quiet and 
repofe of th> fc countries,) did, in the time of their moft 
preding dangers, give his own niece in marriage to the Prince ; 
which acf alone was enough to extinguilh all the fears at home, 
and raife the hopes of all that were abroad. And with this af- 
furance, and this evidence of the King’s good intentions to the 
States, the Prince returned. 

And now, to the end it might be known whether his Moft 
Chriftian Majefty would confent to fuch condition", of peace, 
as might be grateful to the States; and that fuch meafures 
might be taken as were fit, in cafe of refufal, conditions were 
prepared and fent to Paris, by the Earl of Feverlham, in No¬ 
vember lad ; and in December following, the Earl of Fe- 
verlham returns with an anfwer very dilfalisfa<^1ory. 

This ill anfwer being reuirned, his Majefty haftened th» 
meeting of the Parliament; and proceeded to clofe up the 
treaty with the States General, for obtaining of thoft- condi¬ 
tions by force of anns^ which could not be obtained by £atf 
means. 


And 
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And this is the league offenfive and defenfive made with 
Holland, and concluded in the beginning of January lafl:: 
which his Majefty is gracioufly pleafed may be communicated 
to the Parliament, if they fliall dclire to fee it. 

And his Majefty, at the fame time, and for the fuller fatis- 
fadlion of his Parliament, and the better focuring of his king¬ 
doms, in all events, did further take care to conclude another 
perpetual defenfive treaty with the States General. 

In execution of the offenfive and defenfive league, his Ma¬ 
jefty fent to the States, to have the number of forces by fea and 
land adjufted ; and did agree what his own quota by fea fhould 
be; and fent over fome forces into Flanders ; and liad font 
more, but that fome difficulties were made on that fide ; which 
his Majefty, for the friendfhip fake which he hath with them, 
does not think fit to remember. 

The next thing abfolutely neceffary to be done, was, to have 
one common alliance for all parties to enter Into for the car¬ 
rying on of the w'ar, by difpoiing the fcvtr.il ftations of the 
joint forces, by the general proliibition of commerce, and by 
providing againft all poflibilitics of any fi par.itc [x-acc: for 
which caufes, his Majefty appoints hi'^.own commiftioners, to 
meet and treat w ith the foreign minifters; but to the King’s 
great difappointment, it appeared, that the Dutch ambalfador 
had no power to treat; which made the other minilfers refufe 
to enter upon any difcf>nrfe ; and therefore, to obtain thefe 
pow’crs to be fent, his Majefty, befidcs the repeated and pref- 
iing inftances of his own ambaffadors in Holland, was pleafed 
to write himfelf to the Slates verv tarnelllv in this matter. At 
laft powers come: but then the atnballador wants initruc¬ 
tions ; fo that nothing at all could be concluded touching thole 
points which were moft eft'cntial and neceffary to be fettled 
between us ; and which the King hath never ceafed to prefs 
for, to this very day. Bnt hitherto the King finds what he 
always feared, that the Dutch are making hade to get out of 
the war ^ and are fo far from difpoiing themrelves to enter into 
any new alliance for the more vigorous profecution of it, that 
v^hether they will pcrfevcrc in the league oft'enfive and defenfive 
which they have made with the King, or to what degree they 
will a6l, if they fhould pcrfeverc, depends upon very many and 
very great uncertainties: tor they arc at this very time entered 
upon confiderations of accepting fuch a pcacc.a'' the Mofl Chrif- 
tian King hath thought fit to offer lately a: Niincgiu n, though 
it be without his M.ijefty’s coiifenl or pri\ity, and contrary to 
that league by which they ftaiid obliged to him to profccutc the 
war, till a much better peace can be obtained. 


To 
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To prevent this, the King hath fent an exprcfs, on purpofe 
to know what they intend by this manner of proceeding; and 
to difruade them from it, by letting them fee, that this will be 
as ill a peace for ihcmfelves and the reft of Chriftendom, as 
their enemies could wifti. 

But the King, as yet, can receive no other account from 
them, but complaints of their great poverty and utter inability 
to be any fmiiicr charge in carrying on the war: and the 
King is infoimed by his ambaftador, that they intend to fend 
over an envoy extraordinary to his Majefty, to beg his Majefty 
to accept of thefe propolitions; and to excufc therafclves for 
this, upon the general impatience of their people. 

'I'his is the fta;c of the cafe ; and thus it llands* at this day 
between us and Hoi land; from whom we have little hopes now, 
ihat they i'lould ever fo far enter into this new and common 
alliaiico, ac lo make i: quadrupartite. 

And nnvv, .'pon the w-hole matter, the King demands your 
advice, whit may be fit for him to do in this difncult c«n- 
junilnre ; and rcfolves tf purfue it: and therefore delires you 
to rake this matter into your moft fpeedy and moft ferious con- 
fideralions. , 

Aild.efi hy the IJoufc of Commons to the Klngy May lO, 1678* 

■\X 7 F., yotir Majefty’s moft humble and loyal fubjetfts, the 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament allcmbled, do, in 
all duty and thankfulnefs, humbly acknowledge your Majefty’s 
great giacc and favour, in demanding our advice upon the ftate 
of your urtairs in this prefent jundlurc, wherein your Majefty’s 
honour and the fafety of this kingdom is fo nearly concerned: 
accortlitig to which command of your Majefty’s, we did im¬ 
mediately enter upon conlideration of what was imparted to us 
by your Majefty’s order , and after ferious examination and 
weighing of the matter, we did refolve upon an advice; 
which, becauie of the urgency of affairs, and the exhibition 
they require, we did prefent in that form as was not iifual in a 
matter of fo great importance ; and which we then direiffed to 
excufc to your Majefty, upon that conlideration. And bccaufe 
wx prehended the danger were fo eminent, that the delay of 
the Ic'.ut time might be of great prejudice to your Majefty’s ' 
fei ci''c, and the fafely of your kingdom, after fo much time 
ah c l.^y io'i, vve thought it nccclfary to apply immediately to 
your Majefty by (".irfclves ; wftiich in matters of this nature is 
ivioll) in the choice of this Houfe, and hath been frequently 
pr.irtifcd by us. And becaufa thefe occafions are fo preiling 
upon your Majefty, and the whole kingdom fo deeply fcnfible 

thereof; 
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thereof; we mdft eaineftly befeech your Majelly to commuiu* 
cate to us the refolutions your Majefty hath taken upon ouk 
faid advice, that thereby thefc imminent dangers may be timely 
prevented. 

And whereas the Commons conceive, that the prefent in> 
convenicncie'i ami dangers under vvhl.h the kingdom now lies, 
might either toMlly, or in a great meafiire, liave been pre¬ 
vented, if yonr M.ijciiy had a. tepted of that advice, which in 


all humility and 
upon the 26th of 
Majelly upon the 
refufi ISg \.jI W * 11 - h 


fuitliluhufs we nrefented to your Majefty 
May L'il ; aivi which we reiterated to your 
inic and t!riti.‘tii ol january eiifuing: the 


i.dvicc, and ii;i'of the Farliaiucut in 


May lali, ^'.as t! ;; occallon o: thofe ill confeqiiences, nhich 


have lii'.ce rue*.!"'..icd hi)th at ii-erio and abitud \ all which hath 


arifen tronithofe niii'iLprcf.'wi.;*lonv our proceedings, which 
have been Inggellcd to vonr by foiuc partictilir per- 

fons, in a cbtidcftiae .i\, v\ Itliout the - arti<.ipation and ad¬ 
vice, as we conce-'ic, ot ;>mr c.nnacil board; as ’hough we 


had invaded vour ?vl Mc hpr«.-!-oitaii.Vf of niaki; peace 


war; wl'icrcas \\c did only oiii 


otir’!iu.id>!c a(hicc in malfors 


wherein the lafety of the 1. ir-.gdom was concerned : which is a 
fight never yet rnn.(iione(l in the tiiuis oi your royal pre- 
dccelfors,.and v. itluuit whici vour Majefty c n never be fnfe : 
upon whiLh gioniul' your M -jefty ua^ indii-.od to give us fiicli 
■anfwers to thole t\v»' addieifc;., rejebing onr aiKicc, as thereby 
your ?»!ajefry's good fubjeCts ita\e been inhnltcly dilcouraged, 
and the ftatc of vour Majeftv’s affairs reduced to a moft deplo¬ 
rable conditicn : we rlt; t he i off're mod huuibiy dciire, that, for 
the good rnul fafoty of this kingtiom, and ih.e fatisfaclion of 
your fubjects, yotir Majcity uould gracioully be pleafed to re¬ 
move thefe counffllors who advi fed the anfwers to our addreffcR 


of the lix ami twentieth of May, and the one and thirtieth of 
January laft, or either of them. 

And uedohirihcr muft humbly defire your MajcHy favour¬ 
ably to accept this our huiuMe petition and uddrefs, as pro¬ 
ceeding from hearts entirely devoted to \ our Majefty’s fcrvicc ; 
and that a? we have never yet faded of gl'ing tcllimonics of 
our affeciions and loyalty to your Majefty ’s perl’on and govern¬ 
ment, fo yotir Majcity may reft confidently alTured, that we 
fiiall never be wanting to fupport your Majefty's greatnefs and 
intereft whilft your Majefty relies upon our councils ; which 
can have no other end than w'hat finccrely tends thereunto, not- 
withftanding any liniftcr or felf-intcrclled endeavours to make 
imprcfllons in your Majefty to the contrary. 


17;. 
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, His Majejly s moji gracious Speech, May 23, 1678, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

X^^HEN I met you laft, I afked your advice upon thegredt 
^ conjunctures abroad. What return you, Gentlemen 
of the Houfe of Commons, made me, and whether it was 
ruita*bie to the end I intended (which was the faving of Flan¬ 
ders) I leave to yourfelves, in cold blood, to confider. Since 
I afked your advice, the conjunctures abroad, and our diftem- 
pers, which influence them fo much, have driven things vio¬ 
lently on towardvS a peace : and where they will end 1 cannot 
tell; but will fay this only to you, that 1 am refolved, as far 
as 1 am able, to fave Flanders, cither by a svar, or a peace, 
which way foever I fhall find molt conducing towards it: and 
that muft be judged by circumftances,asihey play from abroad. 

For my own part, I Ihould think being armed were as ne- 
ceflary to make peace as war; and therefore, if 1 vvere able, 
would keep up my army and navy at fea for fomc time, till a 
peace were concluded, ?f that muft be : but, becaufe that 
will depend upon your fupplics, L leave it to you to confider, 
wliether to provide fdr their fubliftence fo long, or for their 
difbanding fooner ; and to take care in either cai'e, not to dif- 
courage or ufe ill fo many worthy gentlemen, and bVave men, 
who came to offer their lives and fervice to their country upon 
this occaiion ; and in purfuit of your own advices and refolu- 
tions. I muft put you likevvife in mind of a branch of my 
revenue, which is now expiring; and of another greater, 
which is cut off by a claiife in the Poll Bill; as alfo of the two 
hundred thoufand pounds, taken up upon the credit of the ex- 
cife at your reqiieft: and 1 fhall confent to any reafonable bills 
you (hail offer me, for the good and fafety of the nation. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I fhall fay no more, but only toaffure you, whatfoever fomc 
ill men would have believed, I never had any intentions but of 
good to you and my people, nor ever Ihall; but wdll do all 
that I can for your fafety and eafe, as far as you yourfelves - 
will fuffer mo : and fince thefe are my refolutions, I deiire you 
will not drive me into extremities, which muft errd ill bqth 
for you and me, and (which is worft of al!) for the nation ; 
which we ought ail to have equal care of: therefore I deftre wq 
may prevent any diforders or mifehiefs that may befall them by 
our dtfagreement; :and, in cafe they do, I lltall leave it to God 
Almighty to judge between us, who is the occafion of it,' 
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One thing more I have to add ; and that is, to let you know, 
that I will never more fuffer the courfe and method of ‘pafling 
laws to be changed ; and that, if fcvcral matters iliall ever 
again be tacked together in one bill, that bill (hall certainly 
be loft, let the importance of it be never fo great. 

The reft I leave to my Lord Chancellor. 


Mcffagc from his Aloj.jly’j Alay 28, 1678- 

Charles Rlx. 

TTISMajcfty having penifcd the vote of this Houfe of the 
t\\enty-rcvcnth of May, hath thought fit to return this 
anfwcr: that the moll Chriltiaii King hath made fuch offers 
for a ceflTation, till the tuen'y-foventh of July, as his Majefty 
does not only believe will be accepted, but does alfo verily be¬ 
lieve will end in a general peace : yet fince that is not certain, 
his Majefty does by no nicans think it prudent todifinifs cither 
fleet or army before that time ; nor does he think it can add 
much to the charge; becaufe the nifing of the money, ami 
paying them off, would take as long time as that, although 
fhe fpeedieft difbanding that^ is poftible were intended. 

That, in the mean time, his Majefty ddircs fome fupply 
may be provided for their fubfiftcncc, that as hitherto they have 
been the moft orderly army that ever were together, they may 
be encouraged to continue fo. 

That there is another thing which preffes his Majefty with 
very great inconvenience in his domcllic affairs ; which is the 
want of the two hundred thoufand pounds you promifed to re¬ 
pay him at your next meeting after ; and which docs affedt 
that V. hole branch of his revenue, by having a fifth part taken 
out of every payment, which Ihould be applied lo the neceffary 
life*- of his houfthold : he docs therefore defire you will im¬ 
mediately apply yourfelvcs to the repayment ot that money to 
him. 

Given at our court at Whitehall, the twenty-eighth d.ay 
of May, 1678. 


Mefpigc fromhh Majejiy, June 7, 1678. 
Charles Rex. 


TJIS Majefty, in his fpccch to both Houfes, on the three and 
twentieth of May laft, told you, that, if he were able, 
he would keep up his army, and navy at fca, for fome time, 
till a peace were concluded, if that muft be: but, bccaufc 

that 
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that would depend upon your Tupplies, he left it to you to 
confideV, whether to provide for their fubfiftence, or to difband 
them fooner. His Majefty hath often fmee had his thoughts 
employed upon the fame fubje^l; and is every day more and 
more confirmed in his firfl: opinion; viz. That the faving a 
few days expenfe can no way countervail the prejudice that 
would arife from the parting with his fleet and army, if, after 
that> peace flioulu not follow. And'though it Ihould, yet the 
hazarding fo much, upon a bare prefumption of the iflue of a 
thing in itfelf altogether uncertain, and quite out of his own 
power, is hardly to be countenanced by any precedent: his 
jMajefty therefore again recommendeth to the conlideration of 
this Houfe, his advice of the three and twentieth of May laft; 
that they would fee the cfFc^Ssof theceffation in Flanders, be¬ 
fore his Majefly be ncccifitatcd to difarm himfcif; but more 
efpccially, that you would confider of that part of the army 
Vviiich is in Flanders; which if he (hould recall liefore the 
peace, it would be liable to a very bad conftrudion, viz. that, 
having tahcii fcveral of the King of Spain’s towns into his 
protciflion, he ha<l, witl|oiil any rcafonable warning, in order 
to their rc-garrifoiling, withdrawn his forces, and abandoned 
thofc towns to ihc diferetion of llib enemy. 


His Alujify's moft gracious Speech, yune i8, 1678. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T KNOW very well, that the feafon of the year requires this 
feflion jfliould be Ihort; and that, both for my health and 
your occafions, w^e may all have liberty to go Into the country 
by the middle of tlvc next month at furtlicfi. 1 think it a 
matter of yet more importance, that we part, not only fairly, 
but kindly too, and in perfcjS: confidence one of ano'.licr; fince 
nothing clfe can render us cither fafe and cafy at home, or con- 
fldcrcd fo far abroad as this crown has ever been, and is now 
more nccelfarv than ever, both for the fafety of Chrillcndom 
and our own: therefore I fliall at this time open my heart freely 
to yon, in fome points that ncareft concern both you and me; 
and liopc you will confider them fo; becaufe 1 am fure our 
interclls ought not to be divided; and for me, they never IhalF. 

I told you at the opening of this felfion, how violently 
things abroad were driving on towards a peace; and that I 
could not tell where they w'oiild end; but that I was refolved 
to fave Flanders, either by a war or peace; in which I an^ ftifl 
fixed, as in the greateft foreign interefl; of this nation. I muft 
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flow tell you, that things fccm already to have determined i<t 
a peace, at Icaft as to Spain and Holland, who have fo*tar ac¬ 
cepted the terms offered by France, that my ainballador at 
Nimeguen writes me word, he expeded to be called upon to 
iign by the lad of this month. My part in it will be i.ot only 
of a. mediator, but to give my guarantee to it; which the con* 
federates m ill call upon me for, and I am refolved to give in 
the ftrongeft manner they thernfeivcs will defire, and 1 am 
able. How far this wdll go 1 cannot tell; but they fend me 
word already, that unlefs England and Holland will both join 
in the charge of maintaining Flanders, even after the peace, 
the Spaniards will not be in a condition of fupporting it alone, 
and muft fall into other meafures: on the other fide, they 
think France will be left fo great, that nothing abroad can 
treat with them hereafter upon any equal foot without the 
hopes of being fupported by this crown : and to this end I am 
ftire it will be tiecelfary, not only to keep our navirs conflantly 
ftrong at fea, but to leave the world in feme afl'urancc of our 
being W'ell united at home; and thereby in as great an opinion 
of our condud hereafter, as they arc! already of onr force. 

‘ Upon this occaiioii 1 canot but fay, that though after our 
joint refolutions of a war, and the fypplies you have given 
towards it, you may think the peace an ill bargain, becaufe It 
will coft you money ; yet perhaps you will not believe it fo, if 
you confider, that by it fo great a part of Flanders is like to 
be laved; whereas without the paces we made towards war, 
there is nothing fo certain as that the w'hole of it would have 
been abfoluteiy lod this campaign, if not by this very time t 
and 1 believe you would give nuich greater fums than this will 
cofl you, rather than the Tingle town of Ollend Ihould be in 
the French hands, and forty of their men of w’ar in fo good 
a haven, over againft the riv.er’s mouth : befides, both you and 
1 (as we are true Englithmen) cannot but be pleafed, and 
underfland the importance of that reputation we have gained 
abroad, by having in forty days raifed an army of near thirty 
thouiand men, and prepared-*-navy and ninety fliips; which 
would have been now' ready at fca it w'c had gone into a war. 

Now, my Lords j^ndGentlemen, I know, that in fo great 
conjunctures you dclire 1 Ihould keep the hon(Mii of my 
crowns, and look to your fafety by feme balance in the aflairs 
abroad; and I /hould be very glad if 1 were able to do it; 
but I do not fee how it will be pollible for me, even in a time 
of pca. c, with a revenue fo impaired as mine is, by my debts 
long Hnce contracted, and the prefent anticipations; and, at 
the beft, fo difpr jportioned, not only to that of the kings my 
neighbours, but even :o that of the United Provinces them- 

fclves, 
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felvMf thouglfi of no larger exteot than two or thice of our 
counties; therefore, ais 1 fajjjjl I would open my hea^ freely to' 
you, fo I miift tell ygu, that if you would fee me able in any , 
kind to influence the great conjunSpres abroad, wherein the 
honour and fafrty of the nation arc fo much concerned, an3, 
wherein the turns are fometimes fo fbort as not to give me 
* Itavc to call in time cither for your advice or a^^ances; if , 
you. would have me able but to purfne Aich a war as this of 
Algiers with honour; and at the fame time keep fuch fleets ^ 
about our own < oafls, as may give our neighbours the refpeft 
for us that has bet n always paid this crown ; if you would 
have me pafs any mrt of my life in cafe or quiet, hnd all the 
reft of it in pet tea confidence and kindnefs with you and all 
fucceeding Parliaments, you muft find a way of fettling for 
my life, not only my revenue, and the additional duties, as 
they were at Chriftmas laft, but of adding to them, upon fome 
new funds, three hundred thoufand pounds a year: upon which 
I fliall confent, that an a£l may p'tfs for appropriating fiv« 
bundled thoufand pounds a year to the conftant maintenance 
of the navy and ordnance; wl'ich 1 take to be the greateft 
fafoty and intereft of thefe kingdoms: and 1 will at the fame 
time, as t do now', a^ure you, that 1 ihull not only this, or 
any other fcITion of Parliament, confent to fuch reafonable^ 
and public bills as you ihaU offer me; but fhall emplc^ my 
whob life to advance the true and public good and lafety 
my people; and endeavour, while 1 live, that none elfe Inali. 
ever be able%t> do them harm. 

I did not 111 my laft fpeech mention the forty thou fand pounds 
I am engaged to pay the Princt of Orange for my niece*s 
portion, b^caufe I had reconimonded it to you fo lately before: 
but the fiif^ payttieni being already due, and demanded by 
him, 1 muib again put you in mind of it, and deftre ybu will -* 
enable me to keep my word with him* 


t 

His Mqje^ys moji gracUus Sptiebf Offahrzif 


My Lords and Centlcmen, 

T HA thought the rime very long fince we parted laft; and 
* would not have deforred your meeting by fo many proroga- ^ 
tions, if 1 could woU ha^e met you fooner. 

The part which 1 have liad this fummer, in the preferva^ 
tion of our neighbours, and the well-fecuring w^t was left , 
of Flanders, is fuffict^^ known and acknowl^n^ by aU 
that are abroadt 
voi». I ' <i 
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And though, for this oaufe, I l^^ve been obliged to kftep up 
my troops, without which our neighbours had abfolutcJy eje-, 
fpalrtd ; yot both the honour and intcreft of the nation have 
been fo far improved by it, that 1 am confident no man iiero 
would repine at it, or think the money raifed for their difband- 
ii>g to have been ill employed in their continuance; and 1 do 
affurc you, I am fo much more out of purl'c for that fci\ice, 
that I expedl you flioiild fupply u. 

How far it may be ncccU’ary, conCdcriiig the prefent (late 
of Chridendom, to reduce the land and fca forccssj or to what 
degree, is vt'orihy of all our ferious confi-leration. 

I now iniend to acquaint you (as 1 fliall always do w ith 
jffiy thing that concerns mei that 1 have been inioimed of a 
defigo againd my pcifon by the jifuits; of which I fitall for¬ 
bear any opinion, left 1 may feem to fay too iriucli, or too 
little; hut I will leave the matter to the law; and, in t!ie 
mean time, will take as much care as I can, to prevent all 
manner of practices by that fort of men, and of others too, 
who' have been tampering in a higliidcgree by foreigners, and 
c 6 ittriving how to introduce^opery amongif us. 

I fliall conclude with the recommending to you my oilier 
concerns. • . 

I have* been under great difappointmcnls by the clefti>. of 
the poll bill. My reveiiue is under grc.ii aniicipuiions ; and, 
at the bed, was never equal to the conflant and nccenary ex- 
penfe of the government; whereof I, intend to have the whole 
iUte laid before you ; and require you to look into it, and 
confider of it, with that duty and affcdlion w'hich I am fure 
1 (hall ever find from you. 


^foint Addrcfi by both Houjes to the Xingj Oiiober 20 , l 6 y 8 , 

*TI^E,your Majedy’s mod dutiful-and loyal fubjccls, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament 
sdcmbled^ having taken into our ferious conficleraiion the 
bloody and traiterous defigns of popifli rccufants againrt your 
Majefty’s facred perfon and government, and the proteflant 
religion, wherewith your Majefty hath been gracioully 
pleafed to acquaint us: for the pi eventing whereof, we do 
mod humbly befeech your Majcdy, tliat your Majcdy 
would -gracioufly pleafe, by your royal proclamation, to com¬ 
mand all and every perfon and pexfons, being, popifh rt:cu- 
fslnts,* or fo reputed, forthwith, under pain of your Majedy’s 
bighed difpleafure, and fevere execution of your laws againd 
them, to depart and retire themfelves and their families from 
, your 



( 227 ^ 

your royal palaces of Whiteh'aU^ Somerfet houfe, and St. 
James's, the cities of Lunc^Dn and Weftminfter, and from air 
other places within ten miles of the fame j and that no fuc.h 
perfon or perfons do prefume at any time hereafter to repair or 
rettirn to your Majefty’s faid palaces, or.the faid .cities, or 
either of them, or whhin ten miles of the fame, other than 
houlholdcrs being traders exercifing fome trade, or manual^ 
occupation, and. fettled for-twelve months laft paft in houfes; 
of their own,- and not having an habitation elfc 4 giving in, 
their own names, and the names pf .all other perfuns in their 
families, to the two next juftices of the peace: and that it 
may be inferted in the faid proclamation, that, immediately, 
after the day limited for their departure, the conftable.s,,church-; 
wardens, and other the paiifti officers, go from houfe to hQufp, 
in their fcveral parilhes, hamlets, conllableries, anddivIHonStj 
refpedlively, and there take an account of the names and fur- 
names of all fneh perfons as are popifh reaifants, or fufpe^led 
fo to be, as well houfeholdcrs as lodgers or fervants; and tQ 
carry a lift of their names to the two next juftices of the peace; 
who are to be thereby ^required and enjoined to, fend for 
fliem, and every of them, and to tender them, and to every 
of them, the oaths of^llcgsince dhd fupremacy 4 and tp com¬ 
mit to prifon, till the next fucceeding feffions of the peace, 
all fuch perfons as (hall refufc the faid oaths 4. and at the faid 
feffions to proceed againft them according to law:, and that 
your Majefty will be pleafed to direift commiffions to bo forth? 
-tvith iftiied under the great feal of England to all. juftices 
within the cities of London and Weftminfter, and within tejci. 
miles of the fame, to authorife and require them, or any two. 
of them, “to adminifter the faid oaths accordingly: and that 
your Majefty would -further ploafe to command** that no war¬ 
rant or licence be granted by the Lords of youn Majefty’s raoft 
honourable priv'y council, or^any of them, or otherwife, fof 
the ftay, return, or repair of any fuch perfon or perfons, in 
or to any of the faid places, till fome more efFeftual law be 
palfed for preventing the. faid popifti.confpiracics, and for the 
prefervation of your Majefty’s facred perfon, and the religion 
and government by lawi.eftablilhed,^ for lyhich we your.Ma* 
jefty!s moft loyal and dutiful fubjeifts -will-always employ pur 
utmoft endeavours and'^daily prayers- » . , . 


Q.a 




^omt Addrefs by both Houjes to the Kingt l^ovember 7, 1678. 

W^E yowr Majefty’'S moft dutiful and loyal fubjedls, the 
Lords ispiiitual and Temporaly and Commons, in this 
prefcnt Parliament a'll'ctnblfid, confidering how reftlefs the en¬ 
deavours of prieftr. and jefuits, and other popifli recufants, 
have always been to pervert your loyal fubje4^s, and to feducc 
this kingdom again under jhe bondage of popiiii fuperiUtJon; 
and feeing how tiiat, notwithftanding your ^ajefty’s goodnefs 
and clemency, they have, for feveral years paft, carried on 
a moft wicked dcfign, for the utter extirpation of the pro- 
teftant religion and the government eiUbliflied in this king¬ 
dom ; and fince we find it neceflary to proceed againft them 
with greater feverity than hath hitherto been tifcd, we do hum¬ 
bly conceive, that the beft way to fatisfy the minds of your 
fubjetfts, and to ftop the mouths of our adverfaries the papifis, 
whofe daily praftice is to raife fcandais upon your Majefty’s 
perfon, and to defame the proteftaj^t religion, and thofe, that 
profefs the fame will . . to caufe fome undeniable evidences of 
their tranfadtions here, and their correfpondences abroad, to 
be divulged: we do therefore moft hdmbly defire, that your 
^ajefty would be pleafed to orders that Mr. Coleman’s letter 
to Morlf, Le Cheze, the French King’s cpnfeflbr, dated the 
twenty-ninth of September, 1675, wherein much of the faid 
matter is contained j as alfo another letter of Mr. Coleman’s 
to the fame perfon, wherein he owns the fending of the faid 
letter; and Monf. Le Cheze’s anfwer, whereby he acknow¬ 
ledges the receipt thereof; may be fpeedily printed and pub- 
liflied, for the prefent fatisfadion of your Majef^y’s proteftant 
fubjcdls, until a further narrative of the particulait: relating tq 
this horrid confpiracy may be publickly fet forth. 


Joint Addrefi by both Houfet to the Kin^, November 8, 1678. 

• VOUR Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful fubjeds, the Lords 
^ Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament 
affembled, do humbly befeech your moft facred Majefty to ifliic 
out your Royal proclamation, that certain perfons, called 
fjeorge Conyers, Simonds, Thomas Beddingfeild, and John 
Cattaway, who ftand charged as perfons guilty of the damna- 
|>lc and hellifli plot for tl)e deftrudion of your Majefty’s royal 
"jf^prfon, and the fubverfion of fhe government, and the extir- 
"^tion of the Proteftant religion, and are fled from juftice, 
that they cannot be proceeded agajnft according to law, do. 
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by a, day certain, after the proclamation thereof, render 
themfelves to feme one or more of your Majefly’s juf* 
tices of the' peace; ■who are thereupon to commit the party- or 
parties, fo rendering him or themfelves, to your Majefty’* 
gaol of the county or place where he or they lliall fo render 
him or themfelves, there to remain in fafe cuftody; and to give 
prefent notice thereof to the L<»r 5 i Chief Juftice of ygur Ma- 
jefty’s Court of King’s Bencli, in order fo their receiving their 
legal trial: willing and commanding therein all lieutenants, 
deputy.lieutenants, and all juflices of the peace, fheriiFs, con** 
ftables, and other your Majefly’s officers and loyal fubjeds, to do 
their utmofl endeavour for the apprehending of the fatd perfons, 
and every of them ; and for their imprifonment and fafe cuf¬ 
tody : and that it be inferted in the faid proclamation,thatthecon- 
ftables,churchwardens, headboroughs, tythingmen,borfeholders, 
and other parifh officers, within the cities, counties, liberties,' 
and places of this your Majefly’s realm, and the dominion of 
Wales and town of Berwick upon Tweed, do, with all poffible 
expedition, make diligent fearch and inquiry in all houfes 
within their refpe£live^parifhes, hamlets, and villages; and 
there take an exadl account of the names and firnames of'all 
fuch perfons as are •popifli recufants, or reputed fo to be, as 
,well houfholders as lodgers and f^rvants, and every of them; 
and to make up a prefent lifl of the names and fiilsames,. age 
and quality, of all fuch perfons, being of the age of fixteen 
years, or upwards ; and to deliver the fame forthwith to one 
of the juflices of the peace near Adjoining, to fend for the 
faid perfons fo tided, and every of them, and to tender to 
them, and every of them, the oaths of allegiance and fupre- 
xnacy; and,/ in cafe of refufal, to enter into recognizance to' 
appear the next feflions of the peace for fuch city, county, 
or liberty ; or, in default of entering into fuch 'recognizance, 
to commit them to the common gaol, there to remain under 
fafe cudody until the next quarter feflions of the peace ; and 
then all fuch perfons, fo refufing, to be proceeded againd ac¬ 
cording ,to law : and that, fpecial commiffions be forthwith 
idued, under your Majefty’s great feal of England, authorifmg 
the refpeflive judices of the peace, or any two or more of 
them, to adminider the faid oaths : and that all the faid lieu¬ 
tenants and .deputy>lieutenants, and judices of the pdace, 
within their rbfpeuive jurifdidlions, do proceed without delay 
to difarn^ all fuch- perfons as fliail fo refufe to take the faid' 
oaths: and, for the better efFedling thereof, and bringing to 
judice the aforefaid odenders, that your Majedy would gra- 
cioufly be pleafed to declare, that a reward dial! be given to 
fuch perfons as (hall difeover any of the arms of popifli re* 

<i.3 cufants^ 



eufants, or performs fo reputed; and (hall apprehend, and 
bring before any jufticc of the peace, any one of Ihe faid 
offenders; and further, that all your Majefty’s officers of, or 
belonging to any of your Majefty’s fea ports, oiay be enjoined 
to take fpecial care for the apprehending all popifh priefts, 
and other perfons, who they ffiall find caufe to fufpcdf, coming 
into, or going out of this your realm ; and to carry every fuchf 
perfon before feme juftice of the peace; who (hall be required to 
tender to every of them the faid oaths; and, upon refufal thereof 
to commit the perfon, fo refufing, to-the prdper prifon of the 
place ; and to certify their proceedings therein to your Ma- 
jcHy’s moff honourable privy council, from time to time,-that 
fuch further courfe may be taken for the fafetyof your Ma- 
jefty and the goVernriient, as in your Majefty’s wifdora ftiall be 
thought fit. 


Hh Majejiy s jitifwir, T^vemhr g, 1678. 

My Lords and Cientiutnen, . 

. J AM fo very fcnfible of the great anfi extraordinary care you 
have already taken, and ftill coniihue to fhtw, for the fafety 
and prefervatio'n of my perfon in thefe times of danger, that 
I could not fatisfy myfelf without coming'hither, on purpofe 
to give you all my mqfl; hearty thanks for it; not do 1 think 
it enough to give yoU' rtiy thanks only,- but I hold myfelf 
obliged to let you fee, withal, that I do as much ftudy your 
prcfervatlon too as' I can pollibly ;'and that l am as ready to 
join with yoii in all the ways' and means thattaiay cftablilh a 
firm fecurlty of tlie prdteftant religion, as youK^wn hearts 
Can wilh : and this not only duting my time, (of , which 1 am 
in re you have no fear) but in all future ages, even to the end 
of the vvorld. 'k ► , 

And therefore I am come to affure you, that whatfoever- 
redfonabic bills you fhall preffeift tb be paff'ed into laws, to make 
you fa‘fe in the reign of my fucceflbr, fo as they tend not to 
impeach the right of fucceflion, hor the defeent of the crown 
in the true line; and" fo as they reftrairi not my.power,-nor 
thb juft rights of any proteftant fucceflbr^ thall find from me 
a ready concurrence. 

And I defire yon, withal, to think of forae rhore effedlual 
means for the convidiion’ of popHh’ recufants; and to expedite 
your counfels *Us faft as you cafr,' that the world may lee- our 
unanimity, and that I 'may have the opportunity of. ihewing 
you* how ready I'am to do anything that may give comfort 
»nd fiitisfadion to fuch dutiful and loyal fubjeds. 

' HU 
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iits ^ajejt^s^ u 

• I 

CHARLES Rex. 


the Houje of CemmonSf November 13 , 
1678. 


TJIS Majefty having confidered of the addrefs of this Houfe, 
of the twelfth inttant, defiring his Majefty, that a fpecial 
commUIion may be ilfued forth, for tendering the oaths ot alle- ' 
giance and fupremacy to all the fervants of his Majefty, and 
his Royal Highnefs, ^nH to all other perfons fexcept her Ma¬ 
jefty's. Portugal fervaAts) reliding within his Majefty’s haufes' 
of Whitehall, St. James’s, and Somerfet houfe, and all other 
his Majefty’s houfes; .and that there may, likewile, fpecial 
comraiHions be ifliied forth for tendering the faid oaths fo all 
perfons refidihg within the two Serjeants Inns, all the Inns of 
Court, and Inns of Chancery j his Majefty is pleafed that, this 
anfwer bd returned s ' • -• 


That as to all hia Majefty's own fervants, all the fervants of 
his Royal Highnefs, all other perfons* refiding in Whitehall, 
St. James’s, Somerfet houfe, br in any oth^rof his'Majefty’s 
palaces or houfes, except the menial fervants of the Qiieenj and 
of the Duchefs'; as^lfo, all pe*rrons vlrithin either of the Ser¬ 
jeants Inns, ot any of the Inns of Court or Chancery, his 
Majefty willingly grants it: but, “as to the Queen’s/ menial 
fervants, who are fo very inconfidcraWe in number, and within 
the articles of marriage, his Majefty doth not think' it fit, 'And 
his Majefty cannot but take notice,Hhat in a late addrefs from 
the Houfe of Peers, for prohibiting ail papifts to oonde to 
court, the menial fervants of the Qiieeti and Duchefs were 
excepted:, and his Majefty hopes this Houfe will proceed 
.with the fame moderation as to that particular. 

Qiven at the court at Whitehall, the 14th day of 
November 1^78; ' ’ 


Addrefs by the Hofeji of CemmOnSj November t6, xfiyS* 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

your Majefty’s inoft loyal and dutiful fubjedls, the 
. ^ Cdmmons^'jn Parlidmeht aflembled, having" informa¬ 

tion, that Charles Mehaine 'hath continued -in cuftody, iti thf 
borough of Denbigh,* in thfe' county of Denbigh, fince^June 
laft, upon violent fufpidon of -being ap6pilh prleft*; ^nd that 
WHli^m Lloyd now remains’in gafol at Bfecon, in>t^ county 
’of upiMi d ddrifiiiitmeht for being a popifli prieft: and 

fofafmudf-is you't'■M^cfly'b''iuftice for .the greatfor 

** ’ ' ■ ^ 0 , 4 - 
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the county of Denbigh, at the great feflions held for the fatd 
county in September laft, did not try the faid Charles Mehaine 
for the faid otfence ; your Majefty’s proteflant fubjeiRs being 
much dirqiiieted, and p(-pilli recufants animated, by realon that 
delinquents of that kind are not brought to fpeedy juftice, 
cfpccially at this time of manifeft danger to your Majefty’s 
facred perfon, government, and religion cftablilhed by law, 
proceeding from the notorious confpiracies ot popilh priefts, 
jefuhs, and popifli recufants: we humbly apprehending it to 
be highly ncccH'ary, as forrte eafe to the hearts of your-Majefty's 
good proteftant fubjeds, filled with prefent fears of popery, to 
have the laws fpeedily and effedually executed upon popilh 
pricfis;^o, with all humility, beleech your Majefty, to grant 
one or more cominillions of Oyer and Terminer, for the trial 
of the faid Charles Mehaine and William Lloyd, according to 
the known'ahd well-eftabIifhed laws of the kingdom. 

And w e do further and humbly befeech your Majefty, that 
yonr Majefty may be pleafed to command your Attorney Ge¬ 
neral, with all care and diligence*to prepare the whole evi¬ 
dence againft James Coiker, a Bencdidine monk, and who 
alfumes to himfclf the title of Bifhop London, for his trial, 
at the next gaol delivery for the county of Middlefex and city 
ef London. 

And we do further humbly befeech your Majefty, that your 
Majefty will gracioufly be pleafed to illue forth your procla¬ 
mation, w ith a promife of a reward to any perfon that fliall 
apprehend a popifli prieft or jefuit. 


jfildrefs hy the Houfe of Commons^ Novembei\c, 1678. 
May it pleafe your Majefty, 


'y^E your Majefty’s moft loyal and moft dutiful fubjeds, 
the Commons, irr Parliament aflemblcd, cannot fiiffi-, 
cicntly adinire your Majefty's love of juftice, and care of your 
people, which have moved your royal heart to propofe a par¬ 
don, and rewartf, to fuch as' lhall reveal the munlerers of Sir 
Edmund Berry Godfrey ; whilft no encouragement is given 
unto fuch as" fhall make a further difcovery of the perfons dc- 
' againft your Majefty’s own life, (which we befeech 

God long to preferve) : and therefore we humbly befeech your 
b'lajefty, fo far to confider your own fafety, the prefervation 
ol the proteftant religion, and fafety of your people, which fo 
much depend upon it, as to ifliie out your proefantation, where¬ 
by fomc fitting encour^ement may be given la any wha lhall 
do fu important a fervice j, that fo meft of fuch wicked prin¬ 
ciples 
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eiptes’may be difencouraged from the like attempts for the 
future. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons^ November 1678, 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

your Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful fubjeds, your 
" ^ Commons, aflembled in Parliament, having taken into 
our ferious conllderation, what your Majefty was plcafed to 
deliver to us this day in the Banquetting houfe ; and being 
moft defirous, not only to exprefs our loyalty and afFedions to 
your Majefty’s fervice, but alfo to preferve your Majefty’s 
good opinion of the manner of our proceedings, do humbly 
prefent to your Majefty the rcafon of our proceedings in the 
commitment of Sir Jofeph Williamfon, a member of the 
Houfe. 

That divers commiftions were granted to popilh officers* and 
counterfigned by the faid Sir Jofeph Williamfon; and deliver¬ 
ed out in Odober laft, lince the meeting of this Houfe, and 
the difeovery of the prefent popifti confpiracy. 

Divers warrants h#ve alfo been produced before us of dif- 
penfations, contrary to law, for popifti officers to continue in 
their commands, and to be pafled in mufter, notwiihftanding 
they have not taken the oaths of allegiance and fupreraacy, 
and received the blefted facrament of the Lord’s fupper, ac¬ 
cording to the late ad of Parliament in that behalf: all which 
faid warrants were likewife counterfigned by the faid Sir Jofeph 
Williamfon. 

Which being complained of to us, and confefted by the faid 
§ir Jofeph Williamfon, in the Houfe of Commons ; we, your 
moft dutiful fubjeds, having the immediate confi- 
defation before us of the imminent danger of your Majefty's 
^erfon (the fafety whereof is above all things moft dear,) and 
Oikewile the dangers, from popifti plots, fo nearly threatening 
the peace and fafety of your Majefty’s government, and th© 
proteftant religion, were humbly of an' opinion, we could,not 
difeharge our duties to your Majefty and the whole kingdom, 
without the committing of the faid Sir Jofeph Williamfoa; 
and therefore moft humbly defire, that he may pot be dif* 
charged by your Majefty. , 

And we further moft humbly defire your Majefty to recall 
all commiftions granted to all papifts within the kingdoms of 
England and Ireland, or any other your Majefty's dominions 
and territories. 


Addref^ 
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'Addrefs tg his A'lnjefsy by the Heuje yf Comment^ November 22 * 

1678. 

May it plcafe. your MajeAy, 

TT^E your MajcAy’s moll loyal and dutiful fubjc^ls, the 
^ ’ Corarrions, in Parliament aAembled, taking into confi- 
detation the itiuninent dangers arifing to yotirMajcAy and the 
-W'hole ikingdojn, frotn pojnlh prafticcs and confpiracies ; and 
conceiviiig that nothing can lo well rcliA their attempts, as 
forae part of the ntiliiia, the fettled legal forces of this king¬ 
dom, aihially in arms, (on whom your Majefly may rely w'ith 
the grcaicA t (Mifidcnce and fccurity): we do therefore humbly 
defire your Majetty to command your lieutenants and deputy 
lieutenants of the feveral counties of this kingdom, to gite 
order to all their trained bands to be in a readinefs; and to 
draw.together one third part of ilicir rerpedtive militia, and tf» 
continue them in a body for .fourteen days ; and alter they aic 
difmiffed, to draw up another tliird part for the fame time : 
and to require tliem to be very vigflant in the feizing all fulpi- 
cious perfons, cfpecially fiich as travel with arm?, or at unfea- 
fbnablc times, or in unufual nunfliers. And we likcwK’c 
humbly defire your Majcfly to command the tticiifts of the re- 
fpe£lw^ counties of this kingdom to be ready w'ith their poffe 
ecmmitaiuSf to fupprefs any infurredlion or ditturbance of the 
peace that .may happen within the precinds of their feveral 
■jttrifdidions. 


His ednfiuer, November 23, 1678. 

Chariles Ki-x. 

vilTJlS'Majeily, having received an addrefs the nini^tt^nth in.* 
ttant, from-this •HQure,.is.pleafcd to rciiirn this anfwL-; 

•*< That.he relcafed Mi;. Secretary W,iIliamfon feveral hours 
before lyour addrefs came as ho^told you in the Banqu.caihg 
^houfe he would do. 

'« As the icefonspf. grat^g thpfe; commifllions, his-Majetty 
lacquqintc^ you ^ .largciwith them, in hisfpccch, when you 
laft s^tfndied him i but, in ^nfwer to your prefent addrefs, his 
Majefty f>romifcth to recall' ail commiflions whaifoever given 
JO papifts,* ‘!or reputed papifts,. cither in. England or Ireland^ 
immediately: and /or his remoter dppfjthions, they fhall he 
.. likewife re-called, w'itb all the .expedition the fafety of thofe 
places will permit. 
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His Mujefty s moji grackus Speech, November 25, 1678. 

My Lords and Gehtlemen, 

T TOLD you in the beginning of this feflion how much I had 
been obliged to keep up ray forces in Flanders \ that with¬ 
out.it our neighbours had abfohitely delpaircd ; and by this 
means, whatever had been faved of Flanders is acknowledged 
to be wholly due to my interpofition : and I (liewed yon withal, 
that I had been forced to c:mpl()y'thit~money, whiclt had been 
raifed for difbanding thofe troops, in the continuance of them 
together ; and not only fo, but that f had b6cn much more, out 
of purle for that fervice ; a fcrvlte by which the honour and 
interell of the nation had been fo far improved, that, as 1 am 
confident, no man would repine at it, fo I did not doubt but 
you would all be willing to fupply it. 

I have now undergone this expetife fo long, that I find it 
abfohitely impofllble to fupport the charge luiy longer; and 
did therefore think of pplting an end to that charge, by re¬ 
calling rny troops with all pofiible fpeed, who are already ex* 
pofed to the utrnoft^extrcmities*of want and mifery, being, 
without any profpe\fl of further pay or fubiillence: but whilli 
1 was about to do this, I have been Importuned by the Spamfti 
miniliers to continue them a little longer, until the ratifications 
of the peace be exchanged: without which, all that hath hi¬ 
therto been done, they fay, will be utterly loft ; and that which 
hath hitherto been faved of Flanders, will inevitably fall into 
the bands of their enemies 

And now, between their importunity to keep up thefc troops, 
and my own inability to pay them any longer, 1 find myfeif in 
great fliflicuitieS'what to refolve. 

you do not think that the piublic'fafety may require their 

e ontinuiince, I do wifti, as heartily as any man, that, for the 
ublic eafe, they may be fpeedily di/banded and paid off. 

I have thought fit thus to lay the matter before you: and, 
having acquitted myfclf to all the world* by alking your advice 
and alliftancc, 1 dc'ire it may be fpeedy, and without any man¬ 
ner of delay. 


HhJlfajeJiys MeJfagCy November ab, 1678. ’ » 

Charles Rex. 

H IS Majefty having received an addrefs from the Houle of 
Commons, dsfiring his Majefty, that Mr. lledlow’s par¬ 
don may extend to this day inclulive : his Majefty is pleafed, 
that this anfwer be returned, **That Mr. Bed low’s pardon, to 

the 
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the firft of November, is as full to all offences as can be dc- 
fired:” if any offence hath been committed fincethat time, his 
Majelly ought to know it, before he pardon it; for a pardon 
for an offence to come (as a pardon for a whole daj incliiiivtly 
amounts to, when it is granted befoie the day is expired) will 
not be good in law. 

Given at our court at Whitehall, the fix and tweiUicth 
day of November, 1678. 


yoint Addrefs af bath Hou/es, November 28, 1678. 

TTTE yonr Majefty’s iiioft loyal and dtititiil fiibjeds, the 
* Lords Spiritual and T'emporal, and Commons, in Par¬ 
liament affembkd, having received informations by fever.d wit- 
neffes, of a moft defperate and traiierous defign and confpiiacy 
againlf the life of your moft facred Majelly ; vv herein, to their 
great aftonilhment, the Queen is particularly charged and ac- 
cufed i in difeharge of our allcgianjpe, and out of our affcdlions 
and care for the prefervation of your Majelly’s facred perfon, 
and confcquently of the w 4 iole kingdom, do moft humbly be- 
feech your Majefty, that the Q!ieen,*and all her family, and 
all papifts, and reputed or fufpefled papifts, he forthwith re¬ 
moved from your Majefty’s court at Whitehall, 


Mejjage by his Majejiy^ December 2, 1678, 

Charles Rex, 

TJiS Majefty, having received an addrefs from the Houfe of 
Commons, dated the eight and twentieth of November 
laft part, hath thought fit to return this anfwcr : 

That his Majefty will give a pardon to Mr. Oates, for mif- 
prifion of treafon, from the beginning of the world till }.he 
fiiid eight and twentieth of November laft part: that he ftlall 
have liberty to walk where he plcafeth in Whitehall and St. 
James's park ; and enjoy all other liberties of writing and con* 
verfing, which he had in Whitehall, before Sunday the four 
and twentieth of the faid November. 

He (hall have a convenient allowance for all things necef- 
lary for him. But the guards his Majefty doth not think fitting 
to remove in refpcdl of the fafety of Mr, Oates his perfon. 


JMeJfage 
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MeJJage from his Majcjiy to the Houfe of Commons^ 
December 4, it)7h. 

Charles Rex, 

TLJIS Majefty, to prevent all mifunderftandings that may arifis 
from his jiot pafling the late bill of the militia, is pleafed 
to dctflare, that he will readily aflent to any bill of that kind, 
which fliall be tendered to him, for the public fecurity of the 
kingdom by the militia \ fo as the whole power of calling, 
continuing, or not contim»ing of them together, during the 
time limited, he left to his Mujefly, to do 'herein as he dull 
hnd it to be molt expedient for the public fafety. 


fel»t Addrefs to his Majejlyt March 21, 1679, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
^ ^ Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Coi. mons, in this 
prefent P,.rHament aflembied, bemg deeply fenii de of the fad 
and calamitous condi ion of this your Majefty’s kiogdom, 00- 
calloned chiefly by the ^pioiis and* malicious conlpir; r:ies of a 
popifti party ; who have not only plotted and intended .lie dc- 
ftnidtion of your Majefty’s royal perfon, but the total fni-ver- 
iion of the government, and true religion eftablifhed aniongil 
us, (all which our many and grievous fins have juftiy deferved); 
and being now, by your gracious favour, aflembied in Parlia¬ 
ment, as the great council of your faid kingdom, to confult on 
fuch means as we conceive fitteft to redrefs the manifold evils 
wherewith the nation is furrounded; do, in all humility, be- 
feech your Majefty, that, by your royal proclamation, one or 
more days may be folemnly fet apart, wherein both ourfelves, 
anej# all your Majefty’s loyal fubje^s, may, by falling ^nd 
pf'ayers, feek a reconciliation with Almighty God ; and, with 
b^imble and penitent hearts implore him, by his power and 
goodnefs to infatuate and defeat the wicked councils and ima¬ 
ginations of our enemies i and continue his mercies, and the 
light of his gofpel araon^*1is, and our pofteritics: and par¬ 
ticularly to bellow his abundant bleflings upon your facred 
Majefty, and this prefent Parliament; that our confultations 
and endeavours may produce honour, fafety, and profperity,,!© 
your Majefty, and your people. 
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7W(7 /IddrfJJls by the Houfe of Commons tp the Kiagy 

May it plcafc your Majefty, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjcfts, the 
Commons, in Parliament aH'cmbled, having. ac*c»jrding 
to .our duty, made inquiry into the damnable and heiliih^plot 
againit your Majefty’s facred perfon and government, and for 
the extirpation of the protclla»'’t religion, have, upt)n examina¬ 
tion, difeovered, that NaUianacI Heading, Efquire, hath induf- 
trioufly, and againd the dttty ot a loyal fubject, held frcqtient 
correfpondencies with fcveral lords and other perfons that 
Hand comniit'cd for Itigh treafon ^ and alfo nfed his utmoft cn- 
deavoui.s to prevent and fiipprcfs yonr Majefiy's evidence; and, 
as.much as in him lay, to {title the dil’covcry of the faid plot, 
and thcreby'to render the fame ii6liiious, and of no reality j 
and by fuch undue means to prevent the malefadlors from 
coming to judicc; therefore we your faid Conimons do mod 
humbly befecch your^ Majclty, th.tt you will be graciotidy 
pHafed to command, that a commiifion of Oyer and 'I'ermirier 
do immediately ilfuc forth for thctrial^^of the faid Nathanael 
Reading for the faid offence, that fo he may be brought to 
public juftice. 


May it pleafe your mofl exccllrnt Majcffy, 

Tl^E your Majefty*? mofl dutiful and loyal fnhjcils, the 
^ ^ Cotnntons, in Parliament alfenibled, do mofl humbly re- 
prefpnt to your Majeffy, that Thomas, Earl of Danby, late 
^(gh Treafurer of England, (lands now impeached irt Parlia- 
of high treafon, and other high orimes’and mifdcmeanors; 
9 .nd that be the faid Thomas, Karl of Danby, with an intdt^ to 
^elay an^f pbllrinEl the execution of juffice upon him, hath con¬ 
cealed and withdrawn himfclf: your Majclly’s obedient 
kjSs dp tlicrefore humbly befecch your Majefly, that your 
iVtajeffy wjll be gracioufly pleafed to caufe your proelamation 
ilTqe commanding the faid 7 'homas, Earl of Danby, 
forthwith to render himftdf, in prdcr to his Irial: and that your 
n{raj.efty will be pleafed to command all your officers and mi- 
hillcrs of jullice to ufe their utmoll diligence to apprehend the 
faid Thomas, Earl of Danby J and alfo to require all your 
Majelly’s fubjefts, that they, nor any of them, offer to conceal 
of harbour the faid Earl of Danby: and likewife, that your 
Majefty will fignify your royal pleafine, that all the officers of 
you*r Majclly’s houlhold do take caie, that no perfon whajfoevcr 

do 
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do pfrmit or the f^idThomas, EarVbf D'nnbyi'lacon-. 
;fal himfch m any ol'your Majefty’s palaces, in tlic grantiijgi 

rejoice, 
;rcal;/ 



His Afajejiys mojl a} acious Spiechy J^rll 2ly 1679. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T ’I'HOlJCjH'j' it neeei-ary to acquaint you wiiat I havc done 
this day: which is, ihrt 1 have eftablifhed a new privy coun¬ 
cil, the conftant ruiinher of which fhall never exceed thirty. 

I have made choice of filch perfons, as are worthy and able 
to advifc n\e: and dm refoivcd, in all my weighty and importaiu 
affairs, next to the advice of my great council in I’arliament, 
(which I fliall very often confult with,) to be advifed by this 
privy council. 

I coidd not make fo gre^t a change w'ithoiit acquainting both 
Honfes of Parliament; and I de/ire you all to apply yourfelvcs 
heartily (as I ffiall do) ti^thofc thing? which are neceflary for the 
good and fafety of the kingdom; and that no time may be loft 
in it. 


^ddrefs hy the HguJc of Commons to the Klngy April 27, 1679. 

"O^E, your Majefty’s moft humble and loyal fiibjefls, the 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament aflemblcd, taking 
into ferious conlideration the great and apparc.nt dangers which 
have arifen to your Majefty’s perfon and this kingdom, from 
the horrible confpiracies of popiflt rccufants, who have been 
principally incited thereunto by plriefts and jefuits, daily re¬ 
ferring into this kingdom, and continuing here contrary to your 
Mijefty’s laws, (xvhereby they incur the penalty of high trea- 
fon,) as alfo iri contempt of fevtral proclamations iftued by 
yonf Majefty, by the advice of both your Ploufes of Parliament, 
commanding them to depart out of the realm ; and having re¬ 
ceived certain inforhiation, that one Pickering, now a prifoaer 
in Newgate, (who was erriployed by fome of the cenfpirators to 
execute their execrable defign of murdering your royal perfon ; 
and upon his trial tvas fouhd guilty thereof;) as alfo divers 
priefts and jefuits, who have been condemned by ^ur Majefty’s 
judges at the Old Bailey, and in the feveral circuits ; do remain 
as yet unexecuted, to the great emboldening of fuch offendcr^^ 
in cife they fhould efcape without punifhnient; we do there¬ 
fore 
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fore moft humbly deHre, <hat your Majeily would be pleafed t® 
give order to your Majefty’s judges, and all other officers con¬ 
cerned therein, that immediate execution may be done upon the 
faki offenders, to the terror of all fiich wicked perfons, who, 
by their daily traitcrous praflices, do jufHfy the prudence of 
our anceftors in making fiich laws, and the manifeft neceflity 
of putting them in execution. 


His Majejiy s moji gracious Speech, April "go, *679. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

fcafoiiof the year advancing fofaft, I thought it necef- 

fary to put you in mind of three particulars ; 

1. Profecution of the plot. , 

2. Difbanding of the army. 

3. Providing a fleet for our common fccurity. 

And to fhew you, that, whilft; you are doing your parts, my 
.thoughts have not been mifemployed \ but that it is my conflant 
care to do every thing that may prefefve your religitm, and fc- 
cure it for the future in all events; 1 have commanded my 
Lord Chancellor to mention fcveral particulars, which I hope 
will be an evidence, that, in all things that concerns the public 
fccurity, t fhall not follow your zeal, but lead it. 


The lyord Chancellor’s fpeech was as followcth: * 

My Lords, and you the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, 
of the Hoiife of Commons, 

^T'HAT royal care which his Majcfty has taken for the general 
•*“ quiet and faiisfadlion of all his fubje£ls, is now more evi¬ 
dent by thefe new and frefli inflances of it, which 1 have in 
commands to open to you. 

His Majefty hath confidered with himfelf, that it is not 
enough, that your religion and liberty isTecurc, during his own 
reign ; but he thinks, he owes it to his people, to do all that 
in him lies, that th?fe blclfings may be tranfmitted to your pof- 
terity: and fo well feciircd to them, that no fucceflion in after¬ 
ages may be able to w'ork the lead alteration. 

And therefore his Majefty, who hath often faid in this place, 
that he is ready to confent to any laws of this kind, (fo as the 
fame extend not to alter the defeent of the crown in the right 
line, not to defeat the fuccellion,) hath now commanded this to 
be further explained, 

" * And, 
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And, to the end it may never be in the power of any papiil, 
if the crown defc:;nd upon him, to make any change either in 
church or ftate ; I am commanded to tell you, that his Majclly 
is willing that provilion may be made, firft, to lUllinguilh a 
popiih from a protcftant fuccclTor ; then to limit and circum- 
feribe the authority of a popiih fucceflbr in thefe cafes follow¬ 
ing ; that he may be difabled to do any harm : 

Flrfl, in reference to the church ; 

His Majelty is content, that care be tuken, that all ccclcfi- 
aflical and fpiritual benefices and promotions, in the gift of the 
crown, may be conferred in fuch a manner, that W’^e may be 
fure the incumbents lhall always be of the moft pious and learned 
protellants; and that no popiih liicceflbr, while he continues 
fo, may have any power to controul fuch prefentments. 

In reference to the ftate, and civil part oi the government: 

As it is already provided, that no papift can fit in either 
Hoiife of Parliament; fo the King is pleafed, that it be pro¬ 
vided too, that there naay never want a Parliament, when the 
King lhall happen to dig ; but that the Parliament then in 
being may continue indilfoluble for a competent lime ; or, jf 
there be no Parliament in being, tlicn the lall Parliament which 
was in being before thdltime, may re-aifemble, and lit a com¬ 
petent time without any new fummons or eleifions. ^ And, as 
no papifts can by law hold any place of truft ; fo the King is 
content, that it may be further provided, that no lords or others 
of the privy couucil, no judges of t]ie common law, or in 
Chancery, ftiall, at any time, during the reign of any popiih 
fucceflbr, be put in or difplaced, but by the authority of the 
Parliament; and that care alfo be taken,' that none but ftncerc 
proteftants may be juilices of peace. 

In reference to the military part; 

The King is willing that no lord lieutenant, or deputy 
lieutenant, nor no officer of the navy, during the reign of any 
popiih fucceflbr, be put in or removed, but either by authority 
of Parliament, or of fuch perfons as the Parliament lhall entruft 
with fuch authority. 

It is hard to invent another reftraint to be put upon a popiih 
fucceflbr, confidering how much the revenue of the fucceflbr 
will depend upon the confent of Parliament, and how impof- 
lible it is to raife money without fuch confent: but yet, if any 
thing elfe can occur to the wifdom of the Parliament, which 
may further fecure religion and liberty againft a popiih fuccef- 
for, without defeating the right of fucceffion itfelf, his Majefty 
will moft readily confent to it. 

Thus watchful is the King for all your fafeties: and, if he 
could think of any thing elfe that you do either want or wilh 
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In make you happy, he would make it his bufinefs to tffefl it 
tor you. 

God Almighty loug continue this hlelTed union between the 
King, and his Parliament, and people. ^ 


Addrefs by the lloufc of Commons to the King^ May 8, 1 6 79 ' 

V)^F,, your Mu^.lty's nio!} loyal and dutiful fubje£ls, the 
Commons, in Uiis prcfeni Pailiamcnt allcnibled, finding 
your Majefiy’s kingdoms involved in imminent dangers, and 
great difficulties, Ky the evd defigns and pernicious coimfcls of 
lome who ha\e been and are in high place, tiull, and autho¬ 
rity about your royal perfon, who couirary to the duty of their 
places, by their arbitrary and dcllrucdiivc counfels, tending to 
the fuhverfion of the rights, liberties, and properties of your 
fubjedls, and the alteration of the protcifant religion efta- 
blifhed, have endcav<>ured to alienate tlie hearts of your loyal 
fubjeds trom your Majelty and ),our govcinmeiit; amongfl 
whom we have jufl reafon to accufe ^ohn, Duke of Lauderdale, 
for a chief promoter of fuch coumCcls, and more particularly, 
for contriving and endeavouring to raJlTe jealoufies and mifun- 
derflandings between yotir Majelly’s kingdoms of England and 
Scotland, whereby hofliliiies might have enfued, and may arife, 
between both nations, if not prevented: wherefore, wx, your 
your Majelly's loyal fubjccls, could not but be fenfibly affcdled 
■with trouble to find fuch a perfon (notwithftanding the repeated 
addrefles of the laft Parliament) continued in your councils at 
this time, when the affairs of your kingdom require none to be 
put into fuch employments but fuch as are of known abilities, 
intcrcft, and elh‘e.m in the nation, without all fufpicion of either 
iniftaking or bciraving the true intcreft of the kingdom, and 
coiXcquently of adviiing your Majefly ill. We do therefore 
moft htimbly befcech your mofl facred Majefly, for the taking 
away the great jcaloufies, dilaffedions, and fears, amongll 
your good fubjecls, that vour Majefly will gracioully be pleafed 
to remove the Duke of Lauderdale from your Majcfly’s coun¬ 
cils in your Majefly’s kingdoms of England and Scotland, and 
from all offices, employments, and places of trull, and frtnu 
your Majefi) s* piefeiicc fi'r ever. 


Aildrej:^ 



Jtdctrefs hy the Houfe Commons to the King, May 14, 1679, 
Moft dread Sovereign, 

your Majcfty’s. moft dutiful and loyal fubjcas, the 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament alTembled,. do, 
Vvith all humble gratitude, acknowledge your moft gracious af- 
furanees your Majcfty hath been pleafcd to give us, of your 
conftaut care to do every thing that ma’/ preferve the protellant 
religion ; of your firm refoluiion to defend the fame to the ut- 
moft; and your royal endeavours, that the fecurity of that 
blelfing may be tranfmitted to pollerity : and we do humbly 
reprefent to your Majefty, that, being deeply fenfible, that the 
greateft hopes of fuccefs againft our religion, in the enemies 
thcre'tf, the papifts, are founded in the execrable defigns which 
they have laid againft the facred perfon and life of your Ma¬ 
jefty, (which, it is not only our duty, but our intereft, with 
the grcatclt hazards to preferve and defend;) we have applied 
our counfclsto the making fuch provifion by law as may defeat 
thefe popifli adverfaries, Stheir aoettors and ad‘icren!s, of their 
hopes of gaining an advantage by any vi«>lcnt alte»'ipts aguinft 
your Majefty ; and mgy utterly fruftiale their expectation of 
fubverlingthe proteftant religion thereby in time to come : and, 
further to obviate, by the beft means we can, all wicked prac¬ 
tices againft your Majefty, while any fuch laws arc in prepara¬ 
tion and bringing to perteClion, it is our refolution, and we do 
declare, that, in defence of your Majefty’s perfon, and the 
proteftant religion, we will ftand by your Majefty wit’' our 
lives and fortunes ; and fhall be ready to revenge, up ■; the pa¬ 
pifts, any violence offered by them to your facred p-Tfon : in 
which, wc hope your Majefty Avill gracioufly pleafe to be the 
more affured, as we ourfelves are the more encouraged, in that 
the hearts of all your Majefty’s proteftant fubjedts, with the 
moft fincere affediion and zeal, join with us herein. 


MeJJage from his MajeJly^ May 14, 1679. 
Charles Rex. 

'T'HOUGH his Majefty hath already, at the firft meeting 
in Parliament, and lince, by a word or two, mentioned 
the neceffity of having a fleet at fea this fummer; yet the 
feafon for preparing it being far advanced, and our neighbours 
before us in their preparations, he cannot hold himfelf dif- 
charged towards his people, if he do not now, with more 
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earneftncfs, a^ain recommend the feme to your prefctit care 
and conflderation: and the rather, from the daily expectation 
©f the return of the fleet from the SWeights; to which a great 
arrear is due: and he mud acquit hiinfcil of the ill confcquences, 
which the want of a fleet in fuch a juncture may prtxluce r 
and he hath not done this without cunfidering, that the entering 
on this work prefcntly can be no hinderance to the other ercat 
affairs upon your hands; but rather a fecurity in the diipalch 
thereof. 


jiJdrefs by the Houfe of Commons to the King, OHober 27, 1680. 
May h pfeaie your Majefty, 

^TITE, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeCts, the 
Commons, in Parliament alfemblcd, being highly zea¬ 
lous for the prefervation of the" proteftant religion, yotir Ma¬ 
jefty’s facred perfon and government; and refolving to purfue, 
with a ftriCl and impartial iqquiry, the execrable popilh plot 

which was deleted in the two laft ^r’arliamcnts : and has been 
• * ' 

fupported, and carried onjhy potent and reftlcfs praClices and 
machinations, tfpecially during the late rccefl'es of Parliament, 
whereby fcveral perfons have been terrified, and difeouraged 
from dedaring their knowledge thereof ; moft humbly befeech 
your Majefty, that, for the fecurity of fuch perfons who fhall 
be willing to give evidence, or make further fatisfadfory difeo- 
very concerning the fame to this Hotifc, your Majefty would 
be plcafed to ilfue your royal proclamation, alluring all the faid 
perfons of your gracious pardon, if they ftiall give fuch evi" 
dcncc, or make fuch difcovery, within two months after the 
date of fuch proclamation. 


His Majefty was pleafed to return hijs gracious anfwer to tliis 

efiedi ; 

HAT he did intend to dire^ fuch proclamation; and was 
■*' refolved, not only to profeente the plot, but popery alfo; 
and to take care of the proteftant religion cftabliihed by law ; 
and if we join, and this Houfe go on calmly in their debates 
without hear, he did not doubt to bear down popery, and all 
that belongs to it. 


Addrefi 



( H5 ) 


Addrefs hy the Houfe tf Commons to the King^ Ofloher 29, i6So. 

May it pleafe your inoft excellent Majclly, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and obedient fubje^ls, tht 

’ Commons, in this prefjnt Parliament alfeii-bled, do, 
with molt thankful hearts, acknowledge, not only your Ma- 
jefty’s many former royal declarations of your adherence to the 
proteftant leligitni in the prefervation and piotedion thereof, 
but your further maniiellation of the fame in your grac'ous 
fpeech to both Houfes at the opening of this prefent Parlia¬ 
ment; in which your ?,^jielty is picafed to command us 
ftri( 5 tly and impartially tu profecute the horrid popilli plot: 
without which, W'e do fully a;k-nt to your Majefty’s great 
judgment, that neither your perfon nor government can be fafe, 
nor your proteftant fubjedfs ; it being part of the very religion 
of popery, where it can obtain, to extirpate all proteftants, 
both prince and people ; which hath caufed, in the limes of 
your royal anceftors, fmee the reformation, that great care to 
oblige the fubjt dls againft* heir return to the papal yoke, in the 
very fame oaths, wh^icin th.'v fwegr allegiance to their prince: 
and as now the eyes o£ all the proteftant kingdoms and ftates 
abr'.ad are upon us; and, looking upon your Majefty as the 
royal heatl of fo many pro^Hlant covinu ies, cannot‘but hope, 
upon a happy and f.lid liconty in our rel'giort at home, that 
your Majefty ' ill be t e greateft protection to them, frorti 
whom w'e may expect -i mutual aliiftance, as being involved in 
the fame conenou (.ianger; fo we do humbly aftiire your Ma¬ 
jefty that we tl' ili be alwavs ready m preferve your Majefty’s 
perfon and government, end to fupport the protci^aot religion, 
both at home and abroad: and do hnmbly befeech your Ma¬ 
jefty, to cdeem all peifous whuifoever, who (hall otherwife rc- 
prefent us to y<.i;c Majefiy, ac thole who defign to divide be¬ 
tween the king and his p:.ople ; and to defeat the meeting and 
fitting of Parliantents: that ihofc popilh defigns may fucceed, 
which, they well know, cannot oiherwifc profper: and this 
they have made more undeniably evident in the interval of Par¬ 
liament, by conniving, with unparalleled infolence, a moft 
damnable and wicked defign, to transfer their own crimes upon 
fo many of your Majefty’s loyal proteftant nobility and gentry; 
hoping thereby to deftroy thofe who, with the greateft zeal and 
integrity, endeavour to difeover and profecute them. 
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Mejfagt from his Majejiy to the Houfe of Commont) Novfmhef 9» 

1680. 

Charles Rex. 

“OIS Majpfty defir96 this Houfe, as well for the falisfa^lion 
of his people, as of himfclf, to expedite fuch matters as 
are de pt nding before them, relating to popery, and the plot; 
and would have them reft afl'urcd, that all remedies they can 
tender to his Majcfty conducing to thofe ends, fhall be very ac- 
pepiabl' to nim ; provided they be fuch as itijy confift with pre- 
ferving the fuccdfion ot ihc crown in its dtie and legal courfe of 
defeeut. 


Addrefs to his Majrfty by the Houfe of Commonsf November il, 

1680. 

Miy it plcafc your moft excellent Majefty, 

"E, your Majefty’s moft loyal and obedient fubjedls, the 
Commons, in this pr^fetii Parliat^ent aifembled, having^ 
taken into our moll feiious conli/lcration your Majefty’s gracious 
meflage, brought unto us the ninili day of this inftant Novem¬ 
ber, by Mr. S' crciary Jenkins, do, with ail tlranktulnefs, ac¬ 
knowledge y.ii j JViajefty’s care and goodnefs in inviting us to 
expedite fuch matters vs are depending befoM us, relating tc. po¬ 
pe* y and the plot; and we da, in ali humility, rcprefenl it to 
your Majcity, that we au fully convinced, that it is highly 
incumb, tu upon us. In difchargc btth of our duty to your Ma- 
jefty, and of that great truft repoffd in us by ihofe w^hom we rc- 
prefcni. • > endeavour, by the mo-t fpeedy and cfteftiial ways, the 
fuppieflioi- of popery within this your kingdom; and the bringing 
to pubiic julli'cc aii fuch as fliall be found gviilty of the horrid 
and damnable popifli plot; qp*l though the time of our fitting, 
abating what rruit r.eceftarily be fpent in chu^ng and prefenting 
a fpeaker, appointing giand. committees, and in taking the 
oaths and lefts, injoined by adt of Parliament, hath not much 
exceeded a fortnight; yet wc have, in this time, not only made 
a conlidorr’blc progrefs in fome things, which to us feem, and 
when prefented to your Majefty in a parliameplary way will, 
we truft, appear to your Majefty to be abfolutely ncceflary for 
the fa’Vty or your Majefiy’s perfon, the eftcdlual fupprellion of 
popery, and the fecurity of the religion, liyes, and eftates, of 
yotir Majefty’s proteftant fubjcdls ; but, even in relation to the 
trials of the five lords, impeached in Parliament, for the exc- 
prable popifli plot, we have fo far proceeded, as, \ye doubt not 
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but, iM a fliort time, we fhall be ready for the fame; but we 
cannot, without being unfaithful lo your Majcfty, and to our 
countries, by whom wc are intrulled, omit upon this occafion 
humbly to inform your Majdly, that our diliKultici, even as to 
thefe Trials, are much in> rcafed by th" evil and delhudlit e coun- 
fels of th'jfe perfons vho ?dvil'cd your Majelly firlt to the pro¬ 
rogation, and then to the diifolution of the hdl Pailiamenl, at a 
time’when the Commons !i:id taken great pains about, ami were 
prepared for tliofe ti ialc i and, by the like perniciout'counfelsof 
thofe whoadvifed the many and long prorogat’u'iis of the piefent 
Pailiamcnt, before tlie fame was peimiued to fit; whereby 
fome of the evidence, which was prepared in the laft Parlia¬ 
ment, may ])oilIbly, during fo long an interval, be forgotten' 
or loll i and fonv; perfons, who might prc-bably have come in 
as witnelfes, are either dead, have been taken off, or rnay have 
been difeouraged from git ng tlieir evidence : but of one mif- 
chievous confequenoc of thidb dangerous and unhappy counfcls 
we arc certainly and Ta lly feiitib.e ; namely, that the teilimony 
of a material ifnel's agaiyfl every ot thole five lord'i, and who 
could probably have tlifcovered and brought in much other evi¬ 
dence rtbout the ph)t in general, and ihofe lords in particular, 
cannot nov be given'^i’iz'a voct ; forafmuch as that witnefs is ' 
unfortunately diad between the calling and fitting of this Par¬ 
liament. 

To prevent the like or greater inconveniencics for the future, 
we make it our mofl bumble requdt to your excellent Majcfty, 
that, as you tender the fafeiy ot your royal perfon, the fecurity 
of your loyal fiibjebls, and the preiei ration ot the true protef- 
tant religion, you ’.vill not fuffer yourfelf to b I'revailcd upon 
by the like coimfels, to do any thing which may occafion, in 
confequence, titouch we pre aliiired never w'ith your Maielty’s 
intention, either the dcKrring of a foil ;r;d perfeft difeovery 
and examination of this molt wicked amt dctcftable plot; or the 
preventing the confpirators therein from being brought to a 
fpcedy and exemplary jullice and punifliment: and we hum¬ 
bly befeech your Majefty to reft alfured, notwithftanding any 
fuggeftions which may be made by perfons, W'ho, for their owm 
wicked purpofes, contrive to create a diliruft in your Majefty' 
of your people, that nothing is more in the defires, and (hall be 
more the endeavours of us your faithful and loyal Commons,’ 
than the promoting and advancing of your Majefty’s true hap- 
pinefs and greatnefs. 
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Mt£agt from bis Majejiy tQ the Houje of Commons t 
November 15, 1680. 

Cmarlbs Rex. 

TJlS Majcfty did, in his fpeech, at the opening of this feflion, 
delire the advice and alTiflance of his Parliament in rela¬ 
tion to Tangipr: the condition and importance of the place 
obliges his Majefty to put this Houfc in mind again, that he 
relies upon them for the fupport of it ; without which it can¬ 
not be much longer preferved : his Majefty does therefore very 
carneftly recommend Tangier to the due ponfideration and 
CEre Qf this Houfe. 


Jiddrefs hy the Houfe of Commons to bis Majejiy, Nov, 19, 1680. 

T\ 7 E, your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
’ ’ Commons, in Parliament airembled, having received a 
complaint again Sir George jefleryes, Knight, your Majefty’s 
Chief Juitice of Chtfter ; and heard* the evidence concerning 
the. fame ; and alfo what he ^id allege and prove in his defence; 
and being thereupon fully fatisfied, that the faid Sir Ger)rge 
jefferyts, well knowing that many of your loyal proteftant 
fubjeds, and particularly thofe nf your great and .amous city 
of London, out of zeal for the prefcivation of the proteftant 
religion, yotir Majefty’s royal perfon and government, and in 
hopes to bring the popifli confpirators to fpeedy jullice, were 
about to petition to your Majefty, in an humble, dutiful, and 
legal way, or the fitting of this Parliament, the fald Sir 
George jefteryes, not regarding his duty to his Majefty, or the 
welfare of your people, did, on purpofe to ferve his own pri¬ 
vate ends, and to create a mifunderftanding between your Ma¬ 
jefty and your good fisbictfs, though difguifed with pr- -cnee of 
fervice to your Majefty, maliclouily declare fiich petitioning 
fometimes to be tumultuous, feditious, and illegal \ and at 
Other times did prefumc publicly to infinuate and atfcri, as if 
your Majefty would deprive your citizens of London of their 
charters, and divers other privileges, immunities, and advan¬ 
tages, and alfb of your royal favour, in cafe they (hpuld fo 
petition, there fhpiud not be any meeting or fitting of Parlia¬ 
ment ; tjiereby traducing your Majefty, as if you would not 
purfuc your gracious intentions, the rather, becaufe they were 
grateful to your good ri:bje6ls ; do, in the mod humble manner, 
befeech your Majeft) to remove the faid Sir George Jeffery<;s 
out of the faid place of Chief Juftice of Chefter, and out of 
all other public offices and employments under your Majefty. 

Addrefs 
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jiadrefs by the He^fe of Commons^ ^iovemher 22, i68o. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majcfty’s moft dutiful and loyal rnl>jefls, the 
Commous, in this prefent Parliament .'ireii;h;ed, being 
deeply fenfible of the manifold dangeis and n.ifchi-.fs which 
have bee n occalioned to this your kingdom by the di 'olution of 
the lait Parliament, and by the frequent prorogations of this 
prefent Parliament ; whereby the papifts h .ve been greatly en¬ 
couraged to cany on their hellifli and damnable confpiracies 
againif yojr rc yal ueifon and government, and the protcilant 
religion now tJi.'blilhed among!! us; and have had many oppor¬ 
tunities to Cfn' ive lalfe and malicious plots again!! the lives 
and honouis of feveral of your loyal pro',c^lant fubjeds; and 
having ’Hit reafon to believe that the laid difroliuiun was pro¬ 
moted by the evil and pernicious counfels of Get>rge, Earl of 
Halifax, do therefore moft humbly pray your Majefty, for 
the taking away of occaiions of diftrurt and jcaloufy between 
your Majefty and us your*loyal Commons, and that we may 
with greater cheerfulnefs proceed ya pcrfedl thofe matters now 
before us, which tend^o the fafety and honour of your facred 
perfon and government, and to the prefervation of the true 
proteftant religion, both to ourfelves, and to our*pofterity, 
that you would begracioufty pleafed to remove the faid George, 
Earl,of Halifax, from your prefence and counfels for ever. 


Addrefs by both Houjes to the Kingt November 23, i68o. 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjedts, the 
^ Lords and Commons, in this prefent Parliament aifem- 
bled, being deeply fenfible of the fad and calamitous condition 
of this your Majefty’s kingdom, occafioned chiefly by the im¬ 
pious and horrid confpiracies of a popiih party, who have not. 
only plotted and intended the dci!t‘u£fion of your Majefty’s 
royal perfon, but the total fubverfion of the government and 
true religion eftabliftied among!! us; and finding the fame de- 
teftablc machinations ftill obllinately profecuted by them, as 
weli by fomenting diviiions among!! your Majefty’s loyal pro¬ 
teftant fiibjcdfs,* as all other the moft wicked contrivances, not- 
withftanding the many difeoveries thereof by God’s great mercy 
and wonderful providence lately brought to light \ all which 
dreadful judgments are now impending over us, moft defer- 
yedly, for our many and grievous fins; and cannot otherwife 
in human reafon be prevented, but by the particular biefting of 

God 
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God upon the confultations and endeavours of your great Coun¬ 
cil now aflcmbled in Parliament ^ do, in all humility, bcfeech 
yorr Majefty,. that by your royal prociamaiion, a day may be 
fo^pinnly fet apart, wherein both ourfelves and all yos i Ma- 
jeily’s loyal fubje6bs, may, by fading and prayers, endeavour 
a reconciliation with Almighty God ; and with humble and 
penitent hearts implore him, by bis power and goodnefs, to 
divert thofe judgmcius, and defeat the w icked counfcls and de¬ 
vices of tor enemies, to imitc the heaits of yoir loyal protef- 
tant fubjedts, ai.d to continue liis mercy, and the light of his 
gofpel, to us and our podcritics ; and more efpecially to bc- 
flow his abundant blelbngs on your facred Majefty, and this 
prtTent Parliament, that our confultations and endeavours may 
produce hv)nour, I'afcty, and profperity to yrmr Majdly, and 
your people. 


His Majcflj s AnJvjcfy JNovember 26, 1680. 

Charles Kex* • 

TT IS Majwily having rcccival tlie addrefs of this Iloufe re- 
lating to the Eaii of l^alifax, hath thought fit to return 
this anfwcr : 

That he conceives tlie faid addrefs Ip be liable to fevcral ex¬ 
ceptions ; but having a great defire to preferve all polllblc good 
undcrilaiiding with this lloufc, he eludes to decline to enter 
into particiitars, to avoid all occafions of difputc ; he therefore 
thinks hi 10 tell them, iliat he doth not find the grounds in the 
addrefs of this Houfe to be futhiiint to induce him to remove 
the Earl of Halifax ; but he anfwers them at the fame time, 
that, whenever this Houfe lhall, in a due and regular courfe, 
piove any crime cither againil tlie faid Earl of Halifax, or any 
’•other perfon, who cither now is, or lhall hereafter be, in his 
council, he will leave him or them tothtirown legal defence, 

. without initrpofing to protc£l them. 


Ailibcfs hy the Hoitji of Cemmonst Nov, 27, 1680. 

May it picafe your mofl excellent Majcfty, 

your Majefty’s moft obedient and loyal fobjeiSls, the 
Commons, in Parliament aflemblcd, having, with all 
duty and regaid, taken into our ferious confideration your Ma- 
jefly’s late mclfage relating to ^'angier, cannot but account the 
prcfenl condition of it, as your Majcfty is plcaftd to reprefenf 
it in your faid niciTagc, after fo vaft a treafure expended te 
: mak« 
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mzkt Ifufeful, not only as one infelicity more added to the 
fliaed ellate of your Majeliy’s laithlul and loyal fubjeas, but 
as the rcfuit alfo of the fame counftls and dellgns, which have 
brought your Majelfy’s perfon, crown, and" kingdoms, into 
thofe great and imminent dangers with which at this day they 
are furrounded; and we are the Icfs I'lirprifid to hear of the 
exigencies of Tangier, when w'e remember, that, fmee it be¬ 
came part of your JVlajetiy’s dominions, it hath fcveral times 
been unde, the command of popiih governors ; particularly, 
for fom<* ^ime under the command of a lord impeached, and 
now pr.fone.- the Tower, tor tlic execrable and horrid 
popidi 'jl. t that th-. fjppties ft.:;t thither hav been, in great 
p^ri, 00 popiih othcers and f: .!! . ; red that the 

Iriih p^pi.ts among the ibldicrs of tha’ garni. I’ave been the 

perfons mott countenanced and encouraged. 

To that pait oi your Majelty’s meifage, which •"xon tr'S a 
reliance upon this Houfe tor the fupport of Tangier, and a le- 
commendation of it to our fpeedy cure, w'cdo, with all 10:1.:- 
lity and reverence, give this anfwer; that, although, in duo 
time and order, we Iball omit nothing incumbent on us for the 
prefervation of every part of you? Majelty’s dominions, and 
advancing the profperuy and flouriftiing eltate of this your 
kingdom; yet at this tune, when a cloud, which has long 
threatened this land, is ready to break upon our heads in a 
ftormof ruin and confufion, to enter into any further confidcra- 
tion of this matter, efpecially to come to any rcfolntions in it, 
before we are etfcdlually fecured from the imminent wnd appa¬ 
rent dangers ariling from the power of popiih perfons and 
coiinfels, wc humbly conceive will not conlilt either with our 
duty to your Majelly, or the trull repofed in us by thofe wc 
reprefent. 

It is not unknown to your Majelly, how relllefs the endea¬ 
vours, and how bold the attempts of the popiih party, for many 
years lafl: pall, have been, not only within this, but other your 
Majelly’s kingdoms, to introduce |he Romilh, and utterly to 
extirpate the true protcllaiit religion. The feveral approaches 
they have made towards compalling this their dclign, allilled by 
the treachery of posbdious protellants, have been fo llrangely 
fuccefsful, that ii is matter of admiration to us, and which w'c 
can only aferibe to an over-ruling Providence, that your Majef- 
ty’s ixign is Hill continued over us, and that we are yet airembled 
to confult tlie means ot our prcfgrvation* 

This bloody and relllefs party, not content wdth the great 
liberty they had a long time enjoyed, toexcrcifc their own re¬ 
ligion privately amongH thcmfclves, to ...take of an equal 
freedom of their perfons and cllates yviti* your Majefty’s protef- 

taQt 
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tant fubjc^s, and of an advantage above them, in bsing cx- 
ciifed fiom chargeable offices and employments, hath fo far 
prevailed, as Icj find countenance : from an open and avowed 
pradlice of their fuperlliiion and idolatry without controul, in 
ieveral parts of this kingdom, gr.at fwarms of priefls and ]e- 
fiiits have reforted hither, and have here excrcifed their jurif- 
didlofi, and been daily tamp* ring to pervert the confeiences of 
yout Majefty’s fubjedh, their oj pofers they have found fneans 
to difgrace ; and it they ere judges, juffices of the peace, or 
Other magiffiatts, to have them tunicd otit of commiflion ; and, 
in contempt of the laws of the land, they have piaiSlifed upon 
pc«)ple (tf all ranks and qualities, and gained ovei divers to their 
religion *, ff>tno openly to p» ofefs it, others fecretly to efpoufc 
it, as moft conducive to the fervice tlterer^f. 

After finite time, they became able to influence matters of 
Rate and government, and thereby to deffroy thofc they cannot 
corrtipt : the continuawce or piorogaiion of Parliaments has 
been accorninodatcd to I'ervc the purpofesof that party : money 
raifed upon the people to fupply your iVIajcfty’s extraordinary 
occafions, was, by the prevalence df popiili cotinfels, employ¬ 
ed to make war upon a protcliant ffatc, and to advance and 
augment the ciieadfiil pow'cr f)f the h'ltnch King \ though, to 
the apparent hazard <»t this, and all other proteftant countries ; 
great nuinhers of your Majefty’s fubjeds were fent into, and 
continued in the fcrvice of liiat King ; notw ithftanding the ap¬ 
parent iritereft of your Majfily’s kingdoms, the addreffes of 
the Parliament, and your Majeffy’s gracious proclamations to 
the contrary i n('r can we foi bear to mention, how that, at 
the beginning of the fame war, even the minifters of England 
were made inftruments to prefs upon that ftate the acceptance 
of one demand, among others, from the French King, for pro¬ 
curing their peace with him ; that they fhould admit the public 
exercife of the Roman Cathol'*’ religion in the United Provinces ; 
tjhc churches there to be divided ; and the Romifli priefls 
maintained out of the public levcioc. 

At home, if your Majefty did, at any time, by the advice 
of your privy council, and of your two Hoiifcs of Parliament, 
command the laws tt> be put in execution apainft papiffs ; even 
from thence they gained advantage to their party, while the 
edge of thofe laws was turned againfl; proteftant diffenters, and 
the papilts efcaped, in a manner, untouched; the a6l of par¬ 
liament, enjoining a tell to be taken by all perfons admitted 
into any public office, and intend' d for a fecurity againfl papifts 
coming ir>toemployment, had fo little efFedl, that either by dif- 
penfations obtained from Koine, they fubmitted to thofe tefts, 
held their offices themlclves j thofe put jn their places 

were 
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were fo favourable to the fame interefts, that popery itfelf has 
rather gained than loft ground (ince that a<ft. 

But, that their bufinefs in hand might yet more fpeedily and 
ftrongly proceed, at length a popUh llcrctary, fince excouted 
for his treafons, takes upon him to let afoot and maintain cor- 
refpondencies at Rome, fparticularly with a native fiibjeft of 
your Majefty’s, promoted to be a cardinal,) and in the courts 
of other foreign princes, to ufe their own form of fpcech, 
“ for the fubduing that peftiicnt herefy, which has fo long do¬ 
mineered over this northern worldthat is, to root the pro- 
teftant religion out of England ; and thereby to make way the 
more ealily to do the fame in oilier proteilant countries. 

Towards the doing this great work (as Mr. Colman w^as 
plcafed to call it,) jefuits, ilic moil dangerous of all popilh 
orders to the lives and efta»es of princes, were dirtrib‘it.cd fo 
their fevcral precinifs wi" ;’n this kingdom ; and held joint 
councils with thofe of the f-me order in all neighbour popifti 
countries: out of thefe councils and correfpondencies was 
hatched that damnable and hellini plot, by the good providence 
of Almighty God brought to light above two years fince, but 
ftill threatening us ; wherein the traitors, impatient of longer 
delay, reckoning the pi'olonging of your facred Majefty’s life, 
(whicli God long preferve,) as the great obllaclc in the way to 
the confummation of their hopes ; and having in their profpeil 
a profelyted prince immediately to fneceed in the throne of 
thefe kingdoms, refolved to begin their work with the alVaifi- 
nation of your Majefty ; to carry it on v/ith armed force ; to 
deftroy your proteilant fubjed'ts in England ; to execute a fe- 
cond matfacre in Ireland ; and fo, with cafe, to arrive at the 
fuppreflion of our religion, and the fubverlicn of the govern¬ 
ment. 

When this accurfed confpirncy began to be difeovered, they 
began the fmothering it with the barbarous murder of a juftice 
of the peace within one of your Majefty’s own palaces, who 
had taken Tome examinations concerning it. 

Amidft thefe diftra^fions and fears, popilh officers for the 
command of forces were allowed upon the mufters, by fpecial 
orders furreptitiouily obtained from your Majefty, but counter- 
figned by a fecrctary of ftatc, without ever palling under the 
tefts preferibed by the aforementioned a 61 : of Parliament: in 
yke manner above fifty new' commiffions were granted about 
the fame time to known papifts ; bcfidcs a great number of 
defperate popilh officers, though out of command,.yet entexv 
tained at half-pay. 

When in the next Parliament, the Houfeof Commons went 
prepared to bring to a legal trial the principal coafpirators in 

7 this 
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this plot, that Parliament was firfl: prorogued, and then dlf- 
folved : the interval between the calling and the fitting of this 
Parliament was fo long, that now they conceive hopes of co¬ 
vering all their part crimes, and gaining a fcafonable time and 
advantages of praftiling them more elfedlually: witnelfes are 
attempted to be corrupted ; and not only promires of reward, 
but of the favour of your Majclly’s brother, made the motives 
for their compliance ; divers of the mc/t confiderable of* your 
Majerty’s protedant fubjed^ls have crimes of the iiigheft nature 
forged agiinil them , the charge to be fnpportcd by fnborna- 
tion and perjury, that they may be dellroyed by forms of law 
and jiiflice. 

A prefentment being prepared for a grand jury of Middlefcx 
againfl your Majefty’s faid brother, the Duke of York, under 
whofe countenance all the rell: Iheltcr theinfclvcs, the grand 
jury were in an unheard-of, and unprecedented, and illegal 
manner difeharged ; and tha* with fo much haile and fear, Icll 
they ihoulJ finifh that prefentment, that they were prevented 
from delivering many other indidments by them at that time 
fpund among other pr»pifli recufants*. 

Bccaufc a pamphlet came forth weekly, called, The 
** Weekly Pacquet of Advice fiuiii Rome,” which expofes 
popery as it deferves, as ridiculous ti> the people ; a new and 
arbitrary Tide wms made in your Majefty’s Court of King’s 
Bench, rather like a Star-chamber, than a court of law, that 
the fame (hould not lor the future be printed by any perfon 
w hatfoever. 

We acknowledge your M.ijcfly’s grace and care in ilTuing 
forth divers proclamations llnce the difeovery of the plot, for 
the banilhing papiils from about this great city, and rcfidcnco 
of your Majefty’s court, atal the Parliament; but, with trou¬ 
ble of mind, we do humbly inform your Majefty, that, not- 
withftanding all ihefe prohibitions, great numbers of them, and: 
of the m(Ml dangcious fort, to the terror of your Majelly’s pro- 
teflant filbjc6ls, do daily lefort hither, and abide here. 

Under thefe and other fad effedls and evidence of t!ic preva¬ 
lency of popery, and its adherents, wc, your Majerty's faithful 
Commons, found this your Majelty's diilr^ffed kingdom, and 
other parts of your dominions, labouring, when wc affcmblcd : 
and therefore, from niir allegiance to your Majefty, our zeal 
to our religion, our falthfulncfs to our country, and our care 
ofpoftciity, we have lately, upon mature deliberation, pro- 
poied one remedy of thefe gieat evils, without which, (in our 
judgments) all others will piove vain and fruitlcfs; and, like 
m deceitful fccurities againfl certain dangers, will rather 
fe your Majt fly’s pcifou to the greatcll hazaul, and 

the 
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the people, together with all that is valuable to them, as men 
or Chriltians, to utter ruin and deftrudion. 

We have taken this occafion of an accefs to your Majefty’s 
royal prefen'Sje, humbly to lay before your Majelly’s great judg¬ 
ment, and gracious con fide rat ion, this moft dreadful delign of 
introducing popery, and, as nccelfiiry confcquenccs of it, ail 
other calamities, into your Majefty’s kingdoms: and if, after 
all this, the private fuggeflions of the fubtle accomplices of 
that party and defign fliould yet prevail, either to elude, or to¬ 
tally obftrudl, the faithful endeavours of us, your Commons, 
for an happy feltlement of this kingdom, we lhall have this re¬ 
maining comfort, that we have freed ourfelves from the guilt 
of that blood and dcfolation which is likely to enfue. 

But our only hope (next under GodJ is in your facred Ma- 
jefty ; that, by your great wifdom and goodnefs, we may be 
efFeflually fecured from popery, and all the evils that attend it; 
and that none bur perfons of known fidelity to your Majefty, 
and finccre affeflions to the proteflant religion, may be put into 
any employment, civil or military : that, whilll we fliall give a 
fupply to Tangier, we may be alfured we-do not augment the 
flrength of our popifii adverfarie;, nor increafe our own 
dangers. • 

Which defircs of your faithful Commons, If your Majcfiy 
fhall gracioully vouchfafe to grant, we fliall lujt oniybe ready 
to afiifi your Majefty in defence of Tangier ; but do wdiatcvcr 
elfc ftiall be in our power, to enable your Majefty to protect the 
proteftant religion and intereft at home and abroad, and to rcfilt 
and repel the attempts of your Majefty’s and the kingdom’s 
enemies. 


^ddrejs to his J[^ajefty by the Houfe of Commons^ 
December 29, 1680. 

May it plcafe your Majefty, 

\)^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, theCom- 
mons, in this prefent Parliament airembled, have taken into 
our ferious confideration your Majefty’s gracious' fpeech to both 
yourHoufesof Paj^ament, on the fifut r.th cf this inftant De¬ 
cember ; and do, with all the grateful fenfe of faithful fubje^ts 
and fincere proteftants, acknowledge your Majefty’s great 
goodnefs to us, in renewing the afiiirances you have been 
pleafed to give us, of your readinefs to concur with us in any 
means for the fecurity of the proteftant religion ; and your gra¬ 
cious invitation of us to make our defires known to your 
Majefty^ 

But, 
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But, with Tgricf of heart, we cannot but obferve,* that to 
tfiefe princely offers your Majefty has been advifed (by what 
fecret enemies to your Majefty and your people we know not) 
to annex a refervaiion, which, if inlifltd on, in tihe inftance to 
which alone ii is applicable, will render all your Majeily’s 
other gracious inclinations pf no effed or advantage to us. 

Your Majefty is pleafed thus to limit your promife of con¬ 
currence in the remedies which (hall be propofed; that they 
may confift w'iih preferving the fucceflion of the crown in its 
due and legal courfe of defeent; and we do humbly inform 
your Majefty, that no interruption of that defeent has been en¬ 
deavoured by ns, except only the defeent upon the perfon of 
the Duke of York, who, by the wicked inftruments of the 
church of Rome, has been manifeftly perverted to their reli¬ 
gion. And we do humbly reprefent to your Majefty, a:s the 
ilfue of our inoft deliberate thoughts and confultations, that 
for the papifts to have their hopes continued, that a prince of 
that religion (hall fncceed in the throne of thefe kingdoms, is 
utterly inconfiftent with the fafety^of your Majefty’s perfon, 
the prcfervatioii of the proieftant religion, and the profperity, 
peace, and welfare of your proteftant fubjeds. 

That your Majefty’s facred life is in*continual danger, under 
the profped of a popifli fucceifor, is evident, not only from 
the principles of ihofe devoted to the church of Rome, which 
allow, that an heretical prince (and fuch they term all pro¬ 
teftant princes excommunicated and depofed by the pope) may 
be deftroyed and murdered; but alfo from the teftimonies given 
in the profecution of the horrid poptih plot, againft divers 
traitors attainted for defign'tng to put thefe accurfed principles 
into pradice againft yonr Majefty. 

From the expedation of this fucceflion has the number of 
papifts in yonr Majefty’s dominions fo much incrcafed within 
thefe few years, and fo many been prevailed with to defert the 
true proteftant religion, that they might be prepared for the 
favours of u popifh prince, as foon as he (hoiild come to the 
poffeilion of the crown : and while the fame expedation lafts, 
many more will be in the fame danger of being perverted. 

This it is that has hardened the papi0x« of this kingdom, 
animated and confederated by their priefts and jefuits, to make 
a common piirfe, provide arms, make application to foreign 
princes, and folicit their aid for impofing popery upon us; 
and ail this even during your Majefty’s reign, and while your 
Majefty’s government and the laws were our protedion. 

It is your Majefty’s glory and true intcreil to be the head 
protedorof all proteftants, as well abroad as at home: but 
hopes remain, whai alliances can be made for the ad- 
• vantage 
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vantage of the proteftant religion and intereft, which (hall 
give confidence to your Majelty’s allies to join fo vigoroully 
with ^your Majefty, as the ftate of that intereft in the world 
now.rctpjires; while they fee this proteftant kingdom in fo 
much danger of a popifh fucceflbr; by whom, at the piefent, 
all their counfels and adions may be eluded (as hitherto they 
have been) and by whom, if he Ihould fucceed, they are fure 
to be deftroyed ? 

We have thus humbly laid before your Majefty fome of 
thofe great dangers and mifehiefs which evidently accompany 
the expeftation of a popifh fucceftbr: the certain and un- 
fpeakable evils which will come upon your Majefty’s proteftant 
fubje^s, and their pofterity, if fuch a prince fhould inherit, 
are more alfo than we can well enumerate: our religion, which 
is now fo dbngeroufly (haken, will then be totally overthrown; 
nothing will be left, or can be found, to prorefl or defend it: 
the execution of old laws muft ceafb, and it will be vain to 
expe£t new ones: the moft facred obligations of contrads and 
promifes (if any ihould bp given) that fhall be judged againft 
the intereft of the Romifh religion, v^ill be violated; as i§ 
undeniable, not only fr^m argumenf and experience elfewhere, 
but from the fad experience this nation on«'e b^d on the like 
occafion. In the reign of fuch a prince :hc pope will be ac¬ 
knowledged .fupreme, though the fubjeds of this kingdom 
have fworn the contrary; and ail caufes, cither as fpiiitual, 
or in order to fpiritual things, will be brought under his jurlC- 
diflion: the lives, liberties, and eftates, of all fuch proteftaftts, 
as value their fouls and their religion more than their fccuUr 
concernments, will be adjudged forfeited. 

To all this we might add, thaL it appears in the difeovery of 
the plot, that foreign princes were invited to aftift in fecuring 
the crown to the Duke of York ; with arguments, from his 
great zeal to eftablilh popery and to extirpate proteftants 
(whpm they call heretics) put of his dominions; and fuch will 
expeft performance accordingly. 

We further humbly befeech your Majefty in your great 
wifdom to confider, whe'ther, in cafe the imperial crown of 
this proteftant kingdom fhould defeend to the Duke of York, 
the oppofition which may poftibly be made to his poflefting it, 
may not only endanger the farther defeent in the royal line, but 
even monarchy itfelF. 

For thefe reafons, we are moft humble petitioners tt> yoUc 
moft facred Majefty, that; in tender commiferation of your 
poor proteftant people, your Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed 
to depart from the rcfervation in your faid fpeech: and, when 
a bill lhall be tendered to. your Majefty, in a parliamentary 
Voi. I. S vray,^ 
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way, to difable the Duke of York from inheriting the crown, 
your Majefty will give your royal afleut thereto; and, as ne-r 
ceflary to fortify and defend the fame, that your Majefty will 
likewife be gracioufly plcafcd to aftent to an ail, whereby 
your Majcfty’s proteftant fubje^ls may be enabled to alfociate 
themfelves for the defence of your Majefty’s perfon, the pro- 
tcl\ant religion, an<l the fecurity of your kingdoms. 

Tbefe requefts we arc conftrained humbly to make to your 
Majefty, as of abfolufe neceftity for the fafe and peaceable en¬ 
joyment of our religion. Without thefe things the alliances 
of England will not be valuable, nor the people encouraged to 
contribute to your Majefty’s fervice. 

As fome farther means tor the prefervation both of our re¬ 
ligion and property, we are humble fuitbrs to your Majefty, 
that From henceforth fuch perfons only may be judges within 
the kingdom of Englar\d, and dominion of Wales, as are 
Imen of ahiliiy, integrity, and known affedVion to the,proteftant 
religion ; and that they may hold both their offices and falaries 
quam dlu Jc bene gcjjcrint: that (fdt'eral deputy lieutenants and 
jufticcs of the peace, fitly qualified for thofe employments, 
having been of late difjdaced, and oThers put in their room, 
who are men of arbitrary principles, and countenancers of 
papirts and popery) fuch only may bear tlic office of a lord 
lieutenant as are perfons of integrity, and known affedion to 
the p'rotleftant religion : that deputy lieutenants and juftices of 
the peace may be alfo fo qualified, and may be, moredver, 
men of. ability, of eftates, and intereft in their country: that 
none may be employed as military officers, or officers in your 
Majefty’s fleet, but men of known experience, courage, and 
affedion to the proteftant religion. 

. Thcfc our humble requefts being obtained, wc fhall, on our 
■part, be ready to aflift your Majefty for the prefervation of 
Tangier; and for ptjtting your Majefty’s fleet into fuch a con¬ 
dition, as it may preferve your Majefty’s fovereignty of the 
feas, and be for the defence of the natibn. If your Majefty 
%ath or 'fliall make any neceffary alliances for. defence of the 
jpydteftaiit religion and intereft, and fecurity of this kingdom, 
this Houfe will be ready to aflift and ftaftb by your Majefty in 
the fiipport of the fame. 

• After this our humble anfwer to your Majefty’s gracious 
fpeech, we hope no evil inftrumcnts whatfoever Ihall be able 
to leflfen your Majefly’s efteem ofthat fidelity and affedion we 
to yttur'Majefty’s fervice ; but that yOur'Majefty will aK 
retain, in your royal breaft, that favourable opinion of us 
your idpl Commons, that’thofe oth&rgo6d'bills which we have- 
under coiifideration, conducing to the great ends We have 
’ ' ' before 
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before inontipned ^ as a1(b all laws for the benefit and comfort 
of your people, which (hall from time to time be tendered for 
your Majefty’s royal affent, (hall find acceptance with your 
Majefty. 


Mejfage from bis Majejiyy January l68i. 

.Charles Rex. 

XJIS Majefty received the addrefs of this Houfe with all the 
difpofition they could wifli, to comply with their reafon- 
able defires: but, upon perufing it, he is forry to fee their 
thoughts fo wholly fixed upon the bill of exclufion, * as to de¬ 
termine, that all other remedies for the fuppreffing of popery 
will be inefieSual; his Majefty is confirmed in his opinion 
againft that bill, by the judgment of the Houfe of Lords, who 
rejefled it: he therefore thinks there remains nothing more 
for him to fay, in anfwer to the addrefs of this Houfe, but 
to recommend to them the>confideration of all other means for 
the prefervation of the proteftant religion ; in which they ha\'e 
no reafon to doubt of his concurrertce, whenever they (hall be 
prefented to him in a parliamentary way: and that they would 
confider the prefent ftate of the kingdom, as well a^ the con¬ 
dition of Chriftendom, in fiich a manner as may enable him 
to preferve Tangier,'and fecure his alliances abroad, and the 
peace and fettlement at home.. 


His MajeJly^Jthe Second’s jirji Speech^ May 22j l68^. 
My Lords and Gentlemeni 

A FTER it pleafed Almighty God to take to his mercy the 
late King, my dearqft brother, and to bring me to the 
peaceable poilefliion of the throne of my anceftors, I imme¬ 
diately refolvcd to call a Parliament, as the bed means to fettle 
every thing upon thofe foundations that may make my reign 
both eafy and happy to you ; towards which I am difpofed to 
contribute all that L lit fo# me to do. What I faid to my privy 
council at my firft coming there, I am defirous to renew to* 
you, wherein I fully declared my opinion concerning the prin¬ 
ciples of the church of England, whofe members have (hew^ 
themfelves fo eminently loyal in the worft of times, in defence 
of my father, and fupport of my brother, of blefl’ed memory; 
that 1 virill always take care to defend and fupport it: I will 
make it my endeavour to preferve this government, both in 
church and liate, as it is now by law eftabliihed. And as 1 
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V'ill never depart from the juft rights and prerogative*of the 
crown, fo I will never invade any man’s property: and you 
may be fure, that, having hitherto ventured my hfe in the de¬ 
fence qf this nation, 1 (hall ftill go as far as any man in pre- 
ferving it in all its juft rights and liberties. 

And, having given you this afliirancc concerning the care I 
will have of your religion and property, which I have chofen 
to do in the fame wouls I ufed at niy firft con ing to the crown, 
the better to evidence to you that I fpokc them not by chance, 
aijd confeqiiently that you may the more firmly rely on a pro- 
mife fo folemnly made; I cannot doubt, that 1 lhall fail of 
fuitable returns from you, with all imaginable duly and kind- 
nefs on your part; and particularly in what relates to the fet¬ 
tling of my revenue, and continuing it during my life, as it 
W'as in the time of the King my brother- 

I might life many arguments to enforce this demand, from 
the benefir of trade, the fupport of the navy, the neceility of 
the crown, and the well being of the government itfelf, which 
1 mull not fuft'er to be precarious :• but I am confident, your 
oWn confideration of W'hat is juft and rcafonable will fuggeft 
to you w'hatever might be Enlarged upon this occafion. There 
is one popular argument, which I foretcc may be ufed againft 
what J alk of yf)u, from the inclination men may have to fre¬ 
quent Parliaments ; which fomc may think would be the beft 
Retired, by feeding me from time to time by fuch proportions 
as they lhall think convenient: and this argument (it being the 
firft that I fpeak to you from the throncj I will anfwer once 
for all, that this would be a very improper method to take 
with me, and that the beft way to engage me to meet you often 
is always to ufe me well. I expe£l, therefore, that you will 
comply wi'h me in what I have defired ; and that you will do 
it fpeedily, that this may be a fliort felHun, and that we may 
meet again to all our fatisfaiftions. 

My Lortl^and Gentlemen, 

J muft acquaint you, that I have had news lhi<5 morning 
from Scotland, that Argyle is landed in the wcllern Iflands 
with the men. he brought with him fronk^yolland; and that 
there are tw'o declarations pu.blilhed, one in the name of 
thofe in arms there, the other in his own; it would be too 
long for me to repeat the fubftance of them ; itMs fufficient to 
tell-you, that in both of them 1 am charged with ufitrpation 
and tyranny. The thorter of them I have dirci'iiled to be^ forth¬ 
with communicated to you. 1 lhall take the beft care 1 can, 
that this declaration of their own treafon and rebellion may 
ineet with the reward it deferves j and I will not doubt, but 
. that 
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that ydu will be more zealous to fupport the government, and 
give me my revenue, as 1 have defircd it, without delay. 


His MajcJiy s tnojl gracious Speech, May 30, 1685. 

Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THANK you very heartily for the bill you have prefented' 

me this day; and I alTure you, the rcadinefs and cheerful- 
nefs that has attended the difpatch of it, is as acceptable to 
me as the bill itfelf. 

After fo happy a beginning, you may believe I w'ould not 
call upon you unnecelfarily for an extraordinary fiipply: but 
when I tell you, that the ftoies of the navy and ordnance are 
extremely exhaulled; that the anticipations upon feveral 
branches of the revenue are great and burden feme ; that the 
debts of the king my brother to his fervants and family are 
fuch as deferve compallion ; that the rebellion in Scotland, 
without putting more woght upon it tlian it really deferves, 
muft oblige me to a confiderable exjjenfe extraordinary ; I arh 
furc fuch confidcratio^p will move you to give me an aid to 
provide for thofe things, wherein the fecurity, the eafe, and 
the happinefs of my government are fo much concerned. But, 
above all, I muft recommend to you the care of the navy, the 
ftrength and glory of this nation; that you will put it into 
fuch a condition as may make us confidered and refpeded 
abroad. J cannot exprefs my concern upon this occallon more' 
fuitablc to my own thoughts of it, than by alVuring you, I 
have a true Englilh heart, as jealous of the honour of th? 
nation as you can be: and I plcafe myfelf with the hopes, 
that, by God’s bleiling and your affiftange, I may carry the 
reputation of it yet higher in the world than ever jt has been 
in the lime of any of my anceftors. And, as 1 will not call 
upon you for fupplies, but when they a/c of public ufe and 
advantage, fo I promife you, that what you Ihall give me upon 
fuch occalions Oiall be inanaged with good hufbandry, and 1 
will take care it (hall be employed to the ufes for which I alk 
th?m. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons, fune 13, 168^, 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

E your Majefty’s moft loyal ftjbjedls, the Commons of 
England, in Parliament alfembled, do, with ail duty, 
return our moft humble and hearty thanks for your Majefty’s 
l^racious melfage, communicated to us by the Earl of Mid* 
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dleton, on« of your Majefty’s principal fecretaries of Ikte/of 
the invading this your kingdom by that ungrateful rebel James, 
Duke of Monmouth ; and do, with all duty and loyalty, and 
utter detellation of fuch rebels and traitors, alTure your Ma> 
jefty that we are, and always (hall be, ready to ftand by and 
aflift your Majefty with our lives and fortunes againft the 
the faid James, Duke of Monmouth, his adherents and corre- 
fpondents, and all rebels and traitors; and all others whatfo- 
cver that (hall aflift them, or any of them. 

And lince the prefervation of your Majefty’s perfon is of 
the higheft concern to the peace and happinefs of this kingdom, 
we, your moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, do moft humbly be- 
fecch your Majefty to take more than ordinary care of your 
royal perfon j which we befeech God long to preferve. 


Mejfage from his Majejiy to the Houfe of Commonsy June i8,1685. 

James Rex. • 

TJlS Majefty judges it neceflary for the good of his fer- 
vice, that the Gentlemen of this Houfe (on whofe loyalty 
and aftetftion he depends, wherever they are) ftiould be prefent 
in their rdfpedive countries; and therefore defigns there (hould 
be a recefb in a very few days : but, becaufe the rebellion in 
the weft will occafion an extraordinary expenfe, his Majefty 
defires there may be a good fund of credit provided, for a pre¬ 
fent fum of money, to anfwer the immediate charge his Ma- 
ji^lty muft be at; and, to the end none of the bills now depend¬ 
ing may be prejudiced, his Majefty is pleafed, that this fepa- 
ration ftiall be an adjournment, and for fome ftiort time only. 
Given at our court at Whitehall, the eighteenth day of 
June, 1685. 


HU Majeff s Mejfage to the Houfe of Commonsy Jug, 4, 1685. 

JA ME8 Rex. .. 

IT is his Majefty's pleafure, that this Houfe be immediately 
adjourned till Monday the ninth day of November next. 
Whitehall, the fourth day of Auguft, 1685. '> 
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ffu Maje/ffs moji grudous Speech, Nov, 9, 1685. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Ak FXER the (liorin that (eemed to be coming upon us when 
^ we parted laft, I am glad to meet you all again in fo great 
peace and quietnefs ; God Almighty be praifed, by whofe 
bleffing that rebellion was fuppreircd : but when we refle£l:, 
what an inconfiderable number of men began it, and how long 
they carried it on without any oppofition, 1 hope every body 
will be convinced that the militia, which hath hitherto been 
fo much depended on, is' not fufficient for fuch occafions ; and 
that there is nothing but a good force of well-difcipltned 
troops in conflant pay, that can defend us from fuch as either 
at home or abroad are difpofed to dillurb us: and, in truth, 
my concern for the peace and quiet of my fubjeds, as well as 
for the fafety of the government, made me think it ncceifary 
to increafe the number to the proportion I have done : this I 
owed as well to the honour as the fccurity of the nation ; 
whofe reputation was fo infinitely expofed to all our neighbours 
by having fo evidently lain open tt^ihis late wretched attempt, 
that it is not to be repaired without keeping fuch a body of 
men on foot, that none may ever have the thought again of 
finding us fo miferably unprovided. 

It is for the fupport of this great charge, which is now more 
than double to what it was, that 1 afk your aflifiance in giving 
me a fupply anfwerable to the expenfe it brings along with it; 
and 1 cannot doubt, but what 1 have begun, fo much for the 
honour and defence of the government, will be continued by 
you with all the checrfulnefs that is requifite for a work of fo 
great importance. 

Let no man take exception, that there are fomc officers in the 
army not qualified, according to the late tells, for their em« 
ployments : the gentlemen, I muft tell you, arc moft of them 
well known to me ; and, having formerly ferved with me io 
feveral occafions, and always approved the loyalty of their 
principles by their pra£lice, I think fit now to be employed 
under me : and I will deal plainly with yOu, that after having 
had the benefit orth*eir fervice in fuch time of need and danger,' 
I will neither expofe them to difgrace, nor myfelf to want of 
them, if there fhould be another rebellion to make them nccef- 
fary for me. 

I am afraid fome men may be fo wicked to hope and expeil 
that a difference may happen between you and me upon this.oc* 
cafion: but when you confider, what advantages have arifea 
to us in a few months, by the good underflanding w.e have hi-. 
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tbcrto had ; what wonderful eiFe£ls it hath already produced in 
the change of the whole fcene of affairs abroad, fo much more 
to (he honour of this nation, and the figure it ought to make 
in the woild ; and that nothing can hinder a further progrefs in 
this way, to all our fatisfafiions, but fears and jealoufies 
amongfl ourfelves ; 1 will not apprehend that fuch a misfortune 
can befall us as a divifion, or but a coldnefs, between me and 
you ; nor that any thing can (hake you in your fteadinefs* and 
loyalty to me; who, by God’s blcfling, will ever iiiiake returns 
of all kindnefs and protection, with a refolution to venture 
even my own life in the defence of the true interefl of this 
kingdo.m. 


Addrefs hy the Hiufe of Commons to the Kingt Nov. i6, 1685* 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

'IITE, your Majefty’s moft loyal and faithful fubjeCts, the 
^ Commons, in Parliament afljbmbled, do, in the firft 
place, as in dutv bound, return you? Majefty our moft humble 
a'lid hearty thanks for yonr ^rcat care and condud in the fup- 
prcilion of the late rebellion, which threatened the overthrow of 
this government both in church* and ftate, and the utter extir¬ 
pation of bur religion by law eftablifhed; which is moft dear to 
us, and which your Majefty has been gracioufly .... to 
^ive us repeated aifurances you will always defend and fup- 
port; which, with all grateful hearts, we lhall ever acknow¬ 
ledge. 

\Vc further crave leave to acquaint your Majefty, that we 
have, with all duty and readinefs, taken into our confideration 
your Majefty’s gracious fpeech to us: and as to that part of it 
relating to the officers in the army, not qualified for their em¬ 
ployments, according to an aCl of Parliament made in the 
* twenty fifth year of the reign of your Majelly's royal brother of 
blcffeo. memory, intituled, ** An aCl for preventing dangers 
wliich may happen from popifli recufants,’-’ we do, out of 
our bounden duty, humbly reprefent unto your Majefty, that 
thofa officers cannot by law be capable of iheir employments ; 
and ’^hat the incapacities they bring upon themfelves thereby^ 
can no ways be taken off, but by an aCl of Parliament; there¬ 
fore, out of that great deference and duty owe unto your 
Majefty, who has been gracioufly pleafed totake .... of their 
fervices to you, we are preparing a bill to pafs both Houfes for 
your royal affent, to indemnify them from the penalties they 
have now incurred. And bccaufe the continuance of them in 
their employments may be taken to be a difpenfing with that 
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law wuhout a6l of Parliament (the confct^uenCe of which i% 
of the greateft concern ta the rights of all your Majefty’s duti¬ 
ful and loyal fubjeds, and to all the laws made for fecurity of 
their religion); we therefore, the knights, citizens, and bur- 
gefles, of your Majefty’s Houfe of Commons, do moft humbly 
befeech. your Majefly, that you would be gracioufly pleafed to 
give fuch diredions therein, that no apprelienfionsor jealoufies 
ihay remain in the hearts of your Majeliy’s good and faithful 
fubjeds. 


Anfwtr hy hh MajeJiy^ November iS, 1685. 

jbiD not exped fuch an a^drefs from this Houfe of Coin:«k 
mons ; having fo lately recommended to your confideration 
the great advantages a good underilanding between us had jpro- 
cliiced in a very Ihort time, and given you warning of fears arid 
jealoufies amongd ovirfelves. 

I had reafon to hope, that the reputation God hath blefled 
me with in the world, \%ould have created and confirmed a 
greater confidence in you of me, and of all I fay to you 

.and be very juft to my word in every one of my 

Ipecches. * 


His Highnefs the PrinC^ of Orange’j Declaration^^ 

ORober 10, 1688. . ' 

tT is both certain and evident to all men, that the public 
peace and happinefs of any ftate or kingdom cannot be pre- 
ferved, where the laws, liberties, and cuftoms, eftabliftied by 
the lawful authority in it, are openly tranfgrefled and annulled; 
more efpecially where the alteration of religion is endeavoured,' 
and that a religion, which is contrary to law, is endeavoured to 
be introduced ; upon which thofe who are moft immediately 
concerned in it are indifpcnfably bound to endeavour to pre- 
ferve and maintain the eftablifhed laws, liberties, and cuftoms, 
and above all, the religion and worfhip of Goef, that is efta- 
blilhed among them ; and to take fuch an effcdual care, that 
the inhabitants of tJae faid ftate or kingdom may neither be 
deprived of their religion, nor of their civil rights: which is fo 
much the more neceffary, becaufe the greatnefs and fecurity 
both of kings, royal families, and of all fuch as are in autho¬ 
rity, as well as the happinefs-of their fubjeffs and people, de¬ 
pend in a moft efpecial manner upon the exadl obfervation and 
maintenance of thefe their laws, liberties, and cuftoms. 

Upon thefe grounds it is that we cannot any longer forbear 
to declare, that, to our great regret, wc fee, that thofe coun- 
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fcllors, who have now the chief credit with the King, have 
overturned the religion, laws, and liberties of thofe realms, and 
fubjedled them, in all things relating to their confciences, li-- 
bertics, and properties, to arbitrary government j and that, 
not only by fccret and indircdl ways, but in an open and un- 
difguifed manner. 

Thofe evil counfcllors, for the advancing and colouring this 
with fome plaufible pretexts, did invent and fet on foot the 
King's dlfpetifing power \ by virtue of which they pretend, 
that, according to l.iw, he can fufpend and difpenfe with the 
execution of the laws that have been enadled by the authority 
of the Ki;\g and Parliament, for the fccurity and happinefs of 
the fubje£l \ and fo have rendered thofe laws of no effedl: 
though there is nothing more Certain, than that, as no laws 
can be made but by the joint concurrence of King and Parlia¬ 
ment, fo libewifc laws fo enadlcd, which fecure the public 
peace and fafely of the nation, and the lives and liberties of 
every fnbjetSl in it, cannot be repealed or fufpended but by the 
Tame authority. ' 

^ For though the King may parddn the punifhmcnt that a 
tranfgrelTor has incurred, agd to which he is condemned, as in 
cafes of treafon or felony, yet it cannotibe, with any colour of 
reafon, inferred from thence, that the King can entirely 
fufpend rite execution of thofe laws relating to treafon or fe- 
^ lony, unlefs it is pretended, that he is cloathed with a defpotic 
and arbitrary power, and that the lives, liberties, honours, and 
eflates of the fubjc^ls, depend wholly on his good will and 
pleafure, and arc entirely fubje^ to him; which mull infallibly 
follow on the King’s having a power to fufpend the execution 
of laws, and to difpenfe with them. 

Thofe evil counfcllors, in order to the giving fome credit to 
this llrange ard execrable maxim, have fo condu«£led the mat> 
ter, that they have obtained a fentence- from the judges, de¬ 
claring, that this difpenfmg power is a right belonging to the 
Crown ; as if it w’ere in the power of the twelve judges to olFcr 
up the laws, rights, and liberties of the whole nation to the 
King, to be difpofed of by him arbitrarily, and at his pleafure, 
and exprefsly contrary to laws cnadlcd for the fecurity of the 
fubje£ls. In order to the obtaining this judgment, thofe ^vil 
counfpllors did, beforehand, examine fecretly the opinh n of 
the judges, and procured fuch of them, as could not in con- 
fcience concur in fo pernicious a fentence, to be turned out, 
and others to be fubllituted in their rooms, till, by tee chattges 
which were made in the courts of judicature, they at laft ob¬ 
tained that judgment, Ani they have raifed fome to thofe 
trulls, who make open profclBon of the Popilh religion, 
'* . though 
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though 4 hofc are by law rendered incapable of all fuch cm- 
ploymcntSi 

It is alfo inanifeft and notorious, that, as his Majefty wa« 
upon his coming to the crown, received and acknowledged by 
all the fubje<as of England,' Scotland,. and Ireland, as their 
King, without the Icaft oppofition, though he made then open 
profeflion of the Popiih religion, fo he did then promife and 
folemnly fwear at his coronation, that he would maintain his 
fubjefls in the free enjuyment of their laws, rights, and liber¬ 
ties and, in particular, that he would maintain the church of 
England, as it was'eilablidled by law. It is likewife certain, 
that there have been, at divers and fundry times, feveral laws 
cnadted for the prefervation of thofe rights and liberties, and 
of the protedant religion ; and, among other fecurities, it has 
been enabled, that all perfons whatfoever, that are advanced to 
any ecclcnaflical dignity, or to bear oflice in either univerfity, 
as likewife all others that fhould be put in any employment 
civil or military, (hould declare, that they were not papids, but 
were of the protedant religion, and that, by their taking ot the 
oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, and the tell: yet thefe evil 
counfellors have, in effect, annulled and abolilhed all thofe 
laws, both with relation^o ecclefiadical and civil employments. 

In order to ecclefiadical dignities and offices, they have, not 
only w'ithout any colour of law, but againd more exprefs laws 
to the contrary, fet up a commiffion of a certain number of per¬ 
fons, to whom they have committed the cognizance and direc¬ 
tion of all ecclefiadical matters; in the which commiffion 
there has been, and dill is, one of his Majedy’s miniders of 
date, who makes now public profeffion of the popiih religion; 
and who, at the time of his drd profeffing it, declared, that for 
a great while before, he had believed that to be the only true 
religion. By all this, the deplorable date to which the pro¬ 
tedant religion is reduced is apparent,. fmee the affairs of the 
church of England are now put into the hands of perfons who 
have accepted of a commiffion that is manifedly illegal, and 
who have executed it contrary to all law; and that now one of 
their chief members has abjured the protedant religion, and 
declared himfelf a> papid; by which he is become incapable of 
holding any public employment. The (aid commiffionors have 
hitherto given fuch proof of their fubmiffion to the diredions 
given them, that there is no reafon to doubt, but they will. dill 
continue to promote ail fuch defigns as will be mod agreeable to 
them. And thofe evil counfellors take care to raife none to 
any ecclefiadical dignities, but^perfons that have no zeal for the 
protedant rriigion, and that now hide their unconcernednefs ^ 
for it under the fpecious pretence of moderation. The faid 
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commiflloners have fufpcndecl the Bilhop of London, dhly bc- 
caijfe he refufed to obey an order that was fetit him to fiifpend 
a worthy divine, without fo much ar- citing him before him to 
tnakc his own defence, or obferving the common forms of pro- 
cefs. 7 'hey have turned out a prefident chofen by the fellow'st 
of Magdalen College, and afterwards all the fellows of that 
college, without fu much as citing them before any court that 
could take legal tognizaricc of that affair, or obtaining any 
fentence againll Oiem by a competent judge : and the only rea- 
lon that W4S given for turning them out, was, their refufing to 
chufe for their prtfifJent a perfon that was recommended to 
them by the inftigation of thofe evil cotmfellors, though the 
right of a free elcilion belonged undoubtedly to them ; biif 
they were turned out of their freeholds contrary to law, and tO' 
that txprefs ])rovil'iori in Magna Charta, that no man fhall lofe 
lift or goods but by the law of the land: and now thefe evil 
counftllors h-ve put the faid college wholly into the hands of 
the papifls; though, as is above faid, they are incapable of all 
filch emplmmeiits, both by the law of the land, and the flatutes 
of the college. Thefe commillioners have alfo cited before 
them all the chancellors and arclideacons of England, requiring 
them to certify to them the names of all%ch clergymen as have 
read the K'ng’s declaration for libcity of confcicnce, and of 
fufh as have nor read it, without confidcring that the reading 
of it was not injoined the clergy by the bifhops, who are their 
ordinaries. 1 he illegality and inconipctercy of the faid court 
of the ecclcfiaftical commiifioners was fo notorioufly known, 
did fo evidenily appear, that it tended to the fubverfion of the 
protcftaiit religion, tliat the moft Reverend Father in God, 
William, A rcnbifliop of Canterbury, Primate and Metropoli¬ 
tan of England, feeing that it was raifed for no other end but 
to opprefb fuch perfons who were of eminent virtue, learning, 
and piety, refufed to fit or to concur in it. 

And, though there are many exprefs law^s againft all churches 
or chapels for the exercife of the pop'vfh religion, and alfo 
ng.Vmft all monaftcries and convents, and more particularly 
againll tj)e order of the jefuiis ; yet thofe evil counfcllors have 
procured orders fi r the building of feveral diurclies and chapels 
for the cxercife of that religion: they have alfo procured di¬ 
vers monafierics to be erc£lcd; and, in contempt of the law, 
they have not only fet up feveral colleges of jefuits in divers 
place.'?, for corrupting of the youlli, but have raifed up one of 
the ordw to be a privy counfellor, and a minifter of ilatc : by 
all which they do evidently (hew, that they are reftrained.by 
no rules or law whatfoever; but that they have fubjeifled the 
honours and eiblcs of the fiihjeds, and the cdablifiied religion, 
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to a defpotlc power, and to arbitrary government; in all which 
they are ferved and feconded by thofe ecclefiaftical commil- 
fioners. 

They have alfo followed the fame methods with relation tq 
civil affairs ; for they have procured orders lo examine all lords 
lieutenants, deputy lieutenants, iheriffs, jullices ot the peace, 
and alfo all others that were in any public employment, if they 
would concur with the King in the repeal of the I'ell and 
the Penal lai^s ; and all fuch w'hofe conft ienccs did not fuffer 
them to comply with their defigns, were turned out, and others 
were put in their places, who they believed would be more 
compliant to them in their defigns of defeating the intent and 
execution of thofe laws, which had been made with fo ranch 
care and caution for the fecurity of the proteftant religion: 
and in many of thefe places they have put profelled papifts; 
though the law has difablcd them, and wairanted the fubjefts 
not to have any regard to their orders. 

They have alfo invaded the privileges, and feized on the 
charte/s of moft of thofe t^wns that have a right to be repre- 
fented by their burgcifes it? Parliament, and have fecured fur- • 
renders to be made of them ; by vi hkh the magillrates in litem 
have delivered up all thtir rights and privileges to be difpofed 
of at the pleafure of thofe evil counfellors; who have there¬ 
upon placed new magiltrates in thofe towns, fuch as they can 
moft entirely confide in ; and in many of them they have put 
popiih maglftratcs, notwithftanding the incapacities under 
which the law has put them. 

And whereas no nation whatfoever can fublift without the 
adminiftration of good and impartial jufticc, upon which men’s 
lives, liberties, honours, and eftates, do depend; thofe evil 
counfellors have fubjeded thefe fo an arbitrary and dcrpotic 
power. In the moft important affairs they have ftudied to 
difeover beforehand the opinions of the judges, and have turned 
out fuch as they found would not conform thevnlVAves to ihe'ir 
micmions ; and have put others in their places, of whom they 
were more alTured, without having any regard to their abilities: 
and they have not ftuck to raife -even profeffed papifts to the 
courts of judicatjure,. notwithftanding their incapacity by law, 
and that no regard is due to any fentences flowing from them. 
They have carried diis fo far, as to deprive fuch judges, who, 
in the common adminiftration of juftice, fhew, that they were 
governed by their confciences, and not by the diredlions which 
the others gave them: by wiiich it is apparent, that they dcfign 
to render themfelvcs the abfolutc mafters of the lives, honours, 
and eftates of the fubjeds, of what rank or dignity foever they 
may be; and that, without having any regard either to the 

tq^bity 
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tqtifty of the caufc, or to the confclenccs of the judges ? whom 
they will have to fubmit in all things to their own will and 
pleafiire : hoping, by fuch ways, to intimidate thofe other 
judges who are yet in employment; as alfo, fuch others as 
they fliall think fit to*put in the rooms of thofe whom they 
have turned out; and to make them fee what they mud look 
for, if they ihould at any time a£l in the lead contrary to their 
good'liking \ and that no failings of that kind are pardoned in 
any perfons whatfoever. A great deal of blood has been Ihed 
in many places of the kingdom, by judges, governed by thofe 
evil counfellors, againll all the rules and forms of law, without 
fo much as fuffering the perfons, that were accufed, to plead 
in their own defence. 

They have alfo, by putting the adminiftration of juftice in 
the hands of papdts, brouglitall the matters of civil juftice into 
great uncertainties, witli how much exadlncfs and juftice foever 
that thefe fentences may have been given : for, fince the laws 
of the land do not only exclude papifts from all places of judi¬ 
cature, but have put them under anjincapacity, none arc •bound 
fo acknowledge or ob.y 'heir judgments; and all fentcnccs 
given by them are null atiiT void of thcmfclves; fo that all per¬ 
fons, who have been call in trials before fuch popilh judges, 
may juftly look on their pretended feniences as having no more 
force than the fenterces of any private and unauthorized per- 
fon whatfoever : fo deplorable is the cafe of the fubjc<f!ls, who 
are obliged to anfwcr to fuch judges, that muft in all things 
Hick to the rules which are fet them by thofe evil coufellors ; 
who, as they raifed them up to thofe employments, fo can turn 
them out of them at pleafurc ; and who can never be efteemed 
lawful judges: fo that all their fentenccs are in the conftruc- 
tion of the law of no force and efficacy. They have likewife 
difpofed of all military employments in the fame manner; 
for, though the laws have not only excluded papifts from all 
fuch employments, but have, in particular, provided, that they 
ihould be difarmed j yet they, in contempt of thofe laws, have 
not only armed the papifts, but have likewife raifed them up 
to the grcatell military trulls, both by fea and land ; and that, 
ftrangersas well as natives, and Irilh as ^elfas Englifli'; that 
fo, by thefe means, they having rendered themfelvcs mafters 
both of the affairs of the church, of the government of the 
nation, and of the courfe of juftice, and fubjefted them all to a 
defpotic and arbitrary power, they might be in a capacity to 
maintain and csccuic their wicked deligns by the aftiftance of 
the army, and ll« ichy to enllave the nation. 

The di filial tfti’tls of this fubverfion of llie. eftablifhed reli- 
eioi;, laws, and liberties in England, appear more evidently to 
*us 
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US by what we fee done in Ireland ; W'licre the whole govern¬ 
ment is put ill the hands of papifts i and where all the proteltant/ 
inhabitants are under the daily fears of what may be juftly ap¬ 
prehended from the arbitrary power which is fet up there: 
which has made great numbers of them leave that kingdom, 
and abandon their eftates in it ; remembering w'ell that cruel 
and bloody maflacre w’hich fell out in that illand in the year 
1641. 

Thofe evil counfellors have alfo prevailed with the King to 
declare in Scotland, that he is cloathed with abfolute power, 
and that all the fubje£ls are bound to obey him without referve; 
upon which he has afliimed an arbitrary power, both over the 
religion and laws of that kingdom. From all which it is ap¬ 
parent, what is to be looked for in England, as foon as matters 
are duly prepared for it. 

Thole great and infufFerable oppreffions, and the open con¬ 
tempt of all law, together with the apprehenfions of the fad 
confcquences that muft certainly follow upon it, have put the 
fubjefls under great and jOft fears, and have made them look 
after fuch lawful remedies as • are allowed of in all nations’: 
yet all has been witlyjut And ihofe evil counfellors 

have endeavoured to make all men to apprehend the lofs of 
their lives, liberties, honours, and eftates, if they ftiould go 
about to preferve themfelves from this opprefiion by petitions, 
reprefentations, or other means authorized by law. Thus did 
they proceed with the Archbiftiop of Cantej'bury, and the 
other Bilhops ; who, having offered a uioft humble petition to 
the King, in terms full of refpe£f, and not exceeding the num¬ 
ber limited by law, (in which they fet forth, in fiiort, the rea- 
fons for which they could not obey that order, which, by the 
inftigation of thofe evil counfellors was feiit them, requiring 
them to appoint their clergy to read, in their churches, the de¬ 
claration for liberty of confci'ence) were font to prifon, and 
afterwards brought to trial, as if they had been guilty of fome 
enormous crime. They wore not only obliged t j defend thein- 
felves in that purfuit, but to appear before profefled papifts, 
who had not taken the teft, and, by conf-*qiience, were men, 
whofc intereft leci them to condemn them : and the judges that 
gave their opinions in their favours w'cre thereupon turned out. 

And yet it cannot be pretended, that any kings, how great 
foever their power has been, and how arbitrary and defpotic 
foever they have been in the excrcife of it, have ever reckoned it 
a crime for their fubjefts to come, in all fubmiflion and re- 
rpe£f, and in.a due number not exceeding the limits of the 
law, and reprefent to them the reafons that made it impollible 
them to obey their orders. Thofe evil counfellors have 
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z1(p treated a peer of the realm as a criminal, only becaiift 
he faicl, that the fubjefls were not bound to obey the orders 
of a popifh juftice of peace i though it is evident, that they 
being by law rendered incapable of all fuch trufl, no regard 
is due toiheir orders j this being the fccurlty which the people 
have, by the law, for their lives, liberties, honours, and 
ertates, that they are not to be fubji <5led to the arbitrary^ pro¬ 
ceedings of papifts, that are, coiuiary to law, put into any 
employments, civil or military. 

Both wc ourfelvcs, and our deareftand moft entirely beloved 
confdrt the Princefs, have endeavoured to fignify in terms full 
of refped' to the King, the jull and deep regret which all thefc 
proceedings have given us; and, in coirpliance with his Ma- 
jclly’s delires fignified to us, we declared, both by word of 
tnouti] to his envoy, and In writing, what our thoughts were, 
touching the repealing of the telt and penal laws •, which we 
did in lucU a manner, that we hoped wt \»ad propofed an ex¬ 
pedient, by which the peace of tliofe kingdoms, and a happy 
agreement among the fubjeds of all perfuafions, might have 
been fettled : but thofc evil counfellors have pul fuch ill con- 
ftrudions on thofc our go©d intentions, that they have endea¬ 
voured to alienate the King more and tnore from us, as if we 
had dcflgned to difhirb the happinefs and quiet of the king¬ 
dom. 

The lafl: and great remedy for all thofe evils is the calling of a 
Parliament, for fecuring the nation againlt the evil pradices of 
thofe wicked counfellors ; but this could not be yet compaired, 
nor can it be cafily brought about; for thofe men apprehending 
that, a lawful Parliament being once afl'embled, they would be 
brought to an account for all their open violations of law, and 
for their plots and confpiracies againfl the protellant religion, 
and the live^ and liberties of the fubjeds, they have endeavoured, 
under the fpeciuus pretence of liberty of confciencc, firll to fow 
divillons among protellants, between thofe of the church of 
England and the diHenicrs; the defign,being laid, to engage 
proteftants that are all equally concerned to preferve themfelves 
from popifh oppreilion into mutunl quarrellings, that fo, by 
thefe, fomc advantages might be given toMhetn to bring about 
their defigns; and that, both in the eledion of the members of 
Parliament, and aftei*w'ards In the Parliament itfelf: forJthey 
fee well, that if all proteftants could enter into a mutual good 
undcrftandiiig one with another, and concur together in the 
preferving of their religion, it would not be polfible for them 
*to compafs their wicked ends. They have alfo required all the 
perfons in the fcveral cnunMvs ol England, that either were in 
any empJoyintiii, or wati, in.any confiderublc eilecin, to declare 

before- 
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beforeBand> that they would concur in the repeal of the teft 
and penal laws; and that they would give their voices in the 
cle«aions to Parjjament only for fuch as would concur in it. 
Such as would not thus pre-engage themfelvcs were turned out 
of all employments; and others who entered into thofe en¬ 
gagements were put in their places, many of them being papifts. 
And,^ contrary to the charters and privileges of thofe boroughs 
that have a right to fend burgeffes to Parliament, they have or¬ 
dered fuch regulations to be made, as they thought fit and ue- 
cellary for afliiring themfelvcs of all the members that are to be 
chofen by thofe corporations ; and, by this means, they hope to 
avoid that punifliment which they have deferved: though it is 
apparent, that all ails made by po[<ilh magi.'irates are null and 
void of themfelvcs i fo that no Parliament can be lawftil, for 
which the ele<Sions and returns are made by popifh IherifFs and 
mayors of towns ; and therefore, as long as the authority and 
magiftracy Is In fuch hands, it Is not pofliblc to have any lawful 
Parliament. And tlmugh, according to the conllitution of the. 
Englifli government, and ^Jnmemorial ciiftom, all cledions of 
Parliament-men ought to be made with an entire liberty^ 
without any fort of forc^, or the requiring the eletlors to chtifft 
fuch perfons as fliall be named to them ; and the perfons thus 
freely eletSted, ought to give their opinions freely upon all tnat- 
tcrl that are brought before them, having the good of the nation 
ever before their eyes, and following, in all things, the didates 
of their confcicnce; yet now, the people of England cannot 
exped a remedy from a free Parliament legally called and 
chofen ; but they may perhaps fee one called, in which all 
eledions will be carried on by fraud or force : and which will 
be compofed of fuch perfons of whom thofe evil counfellors 
hold themfelvcs well alfiired, in which all things will be carried 
on according to their diredion and iritereft, without any regard 
to the good or happinefs of the nation j which may appear evi¬ 
dently from this, that the fame perfons tried the members of 
the lafl Parliament, to gain them to confeut to the repeal of 
the teft and penal laws; and procured that Parliament to be 
diifolvcd, when they found, that they could not, neither by 
promifes nofHhrt-atenlngs, prevail with the members to comply 
with tTfeiir wicked defigns. 

But, to crown all, there are great and violent prefumplions 
inducing us to believe, that thofe evil counfellors, in ord^r to 
the carrying on of their ill defigns, and to,, the gaining them¬ 
felvcs the more time for the elteding of them, for tl'.e encou- 
ragingof their complices, and for the difcour.iging of all good 
fubjeds, have publilhed, that the Qiieen hath brought forth a ‘ 
fon; though there hath appeared, both during the Queen*s pre-- 
VoL. I. T tended 
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tended bignefs, and in the manner in which the birth i^ras m^> 
jiaged, fo many juft and vifible grounds of fufpicion, that npt 
only we ourfelves, -but all the good fubjedsof thofe kingdom 
do vehemently fufpeft, that the pretended Pi^nce of Wales v«b 5 
not Lorn by the Queen. And it is iiotorioufly known to all the 
world, that many both doubted of the Queen’s bignefs, and of 
the birth of the child ; and yet there was not any thing done to- 
fatisfy them, or to put an end to their doubts. 

And fince our dearc ft and rnoft entirely beloved con fort the 
.Princefs, and likcwife ourfelves, have fo great an intereft in 
this matter, and fuch a right, as all the world knows, to the 
fucceffion to the crown ; fince alfo the Englifh did, in the year 
one thoufaiid fix hundred and fcventy-iwo, when the States Ge¬ 
neral of the United Provinces were invaded in a moft unjuft 
, war, life their utmoft endeavours to put an end to that war, 
and ib'it, in nppofition to thofe who Were then in the govern¬ 
ment ; and by their fo doing, they run the hazard of Ibfing 
both the favour of the court, and their employments; and, 
fince the Englifh nation has ever t^ftified a moft particular af¬ 
fection and efteem, both to our dtfareft coufort the Princefs, 
pnd to ourfelves, we cannot excufe ourfelves from efpouling 
itheir Interefts in a matter of fuch higlf confequence; and from 
contributing all that lies in us tor the maintaining, both of the 
proteftant religion, and of the laws and liberties of thofe king¬ 
doms ; and for the fecuring to them the continual enjoyment of 
all their juft rights; to the doing of which, we are moft ear- 
neftly folici’ed by a great many lords, both fpiritnal and tem- 
poial, ar.d by many gentlemen, and other fubjedls of all ranks. 

Therefore it is, that wc have thought fit to go over to Eng¬ 
land, and to carry over with us a force fufficient, by the blef- 
fing of God, to defend us from the violence of thofe evil coun- 
fellors ; and we, being dcfirous that our intention in this may 
be rightly underRood, have, for this end, prepared this decla¬ 
ration, in which we have hitherto given a true account of the 
reafons inducing us to it; fo we now think fit to declare, that 
this our expedition is intended for no other defign, but to have a 
free and lawful Parliament afiembled as Toon asispoflible ; and 
that, in order to this, all the late charters, Jjy the elec¬ 

tions of burgeftes are limited, contrary to the anciojOL^^’ftom, 
ihall be confidered as null and of no force ; and likewife, all 
jnagiftrates, who have been unjiiftly turned out, ftiall forthwith 
refunie their former employments; as well as all the boroughs 
of England (hall return again, to their ancient preferiptions and 
charters; and more particularly, that the ancient charter of the 
great and famous city of London ihall ggain be in force ; and 
' ^at the writs fox the members of Parliament (hall be addrefled 

to 
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<0 the proper offifccrs, according to law and cu^lom ; that alf# 
none be fiifFered to chufe or to be chofen members of Parliament-, 
but fuch as are qualified by law ; and that the members of Par¬ 
liament being thus lawfully chofen, they fhall meet and fit in 
full freedom, that fo the two Houfes may concur in the pre¬ 
paring of fuch laws as they, upon full and free debate, fhall 
judge neceflary and convenient, both for the confirming and 
exectiting the law concerning the left, and fuch other laws as 
are' necelfary for the fccurity and maintenance of the protertant 
religion; as likewifc, for making fuch lav\s ss may eftabliih a 
good agreement between the church of England and all the pro- 
teftant dilfentcrs ; as ulfo, for the covering and feciiring of all 
fuch who would live peaceably under the government, as be¬ 
comes good fubje£ls, from all pcrfecution upon the account pf 
their religion, even pjpifts themfclves not excepted; and for 
the doing of all other thin||s, which the two Houfes of Parlia¬ 
ment ftiall find necelfary for the peace, honour, and fafeiy of 
the nation, fo that they may be in no more danger of the nua- 
tion’s falling, at any time^hcreaftcr, under arbitrary govern¬ 
ment. To this Parliamedt we will alfo refer the inquiry into 
the birth of the pretended Prince of* Wales, and of all things 
relating to it, and to th? right of fucceflion. 

And wc, for our part, will concur in every thing that may 
procure the peace and happinefsof the nation, which a free and 
lawful Parliament fhall determine ; fince wc have nothing be¬ 
fore our eyes, in this our undertaiking, but the prefervation of 
the proteftant religion, the covering of all men fro n perfecu- 
tion for their confcienccs, and the fecuring to the whole nation 
the free enjoyment of their laws, rights, and liberties, under a 
juft and legal government. 

This is the defign that we have purpofed to onrfelves in appear¬ 
ing upon this occafion in arms; in the conduft of which, we 
will keep the forces under our command under all ftriftnefs of 
martial difcipline, and take a fpccial care that the people of 
the countries, through which we muft march, fhall not fufFer 
by their means: and, as foon as the ftate of the nation will ad¬ 
mit of it, we promlfe, that we will fend back all thofe foreign 
forces thab brought along with us. 

We do'irt’C^mre hope, that all people will judge rightly of 
us, and approve of thefe our proceedings; but we chielly rely 
on the blefling of God for the fuccefs of this our undertaking^ 
in which we place our whole and only confidenpe. 

We do,.in*the laft place, invite and require all perfons 
whatfbever, all the peers of the realm, both fpiritual and tem¬ 
poral, all lords lieutenants, deppty lieutenants, and all gentle¬ 
men, citizens, and other commons of all ranks, to come ajud 

T 2 aflift 
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aflift us, in order to thd executing of this our'defign, againft all 
fuch as (hall endeavour to oppofe us, that fo we may ptcvent all 
thofe miferies which mull needs follow upon the nation’s being 
kept under arbitrary government and (lavcry, and that all the 
violences and'diforders, which may have overturned the whole 
conflitution of the Englifli government, may be fully redreifed 
in a free and legal Parliament. 

And we do likevvife rcfolve, as foon as the nations are brought 
to a (late of quiet, we will take care that a Parliament fhall be 
called in Scotland, for the reftoring the ancient conflitution of 
that kingdom ; and for bringing the matters of religion to fuch 
a fettlement, that the people may live eafy and happy, and for 
putting an end to all the unjull violences that have been, in a 
courfe of fo many years, committed there. 

We will alfo ftudy to bring the kingdom of I reland to fuch a 
Hate, that the fettlement there maty be rcligioully obferved ; 
and that the proteftant and Britifli intcreft there may be fheured. 
And we w’ill endeavour, by all pofliblc means, to procure fuch 
an eftablifhment in all the three kingdoms, that they may all 
live in a happy union, and correfpond together; and that the 
proteftant religion, and the peace, honour, and happinefs of 
thefe nations, may be eftablifhed iipon^afting foundations. 

Given under our hand and fcal, at our court in th^ 
Hague, the tenth day of October, in the year 1688. 

Wm. H. Prince of Okangs. 

By his Higbnejs*s Jpecial command^ C, Hugins, 


Uis Hlghnefs's additional Declaration, 

A FTER we had prepared and printed this our declaration, wo 
have underftood that the fiibvcrtcrs of the religion and laws 
of thofe kingdoms, hearing of our preparation to afTift the peo¬ 
ple againft them, have begun to retraft fome of the arbitrary 
and defpotic powers that they had alTumcd; and to vacate fome 
of their unjuft judgments and decrees. The fenfe of their 
guilt, and thediftruft of their force, have induced them to of¬ 
fer to the city of London fome feeming reliif f^’^^^nheir great 
oppreftions j hoping thereby to quiet the p^v»][fit?,^«j«ii^rrt>divert 
them from demanding a fccure rc-eftablilliment of their religion 
and laws under the fhelter of mir arms. They do alfo give 
out, that we intend to conquer and enflave the nation : and 
therefore it is that we have thought fit to add a few words to our 
^declaration. 

We are confident, that no perfons can have fuch hard thoughts 
ust as to imagine that we have any,other defign in this under- 
’ taking, 
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taking, "thab to ptocute a fettlcraent of the religion, and of tiiS 
liberties and properties of the fubjedls, upon fo fure a founda'^ 
lion, that there may be no danger of the nation’s relapfing into 
the like raiferies at any time hereafter. And as the forces that 
we have brought along with us are utterly difproportioned to 
that wicked defign of conquering the nation^ if wc were capa¬ 
ble of intending it; fo the great numbers of the principal no¬ 
bility and gentry, that are men of eminent quality and eftates^ 
and perfons of known integrity and zeal, both for the religion 
and government of England, (many of them being alfo diftin- 
guiihed by their conllant fidelity to the crown) who do both ac* 
company us in this expedition, and have earnelHy folicited us to 
it, will cover us from all fiich malicious infinuations: for it is 
not to be imagined, that either thofe who have invited us, ot 
thofe that are already come to afliil; us, can join in a wicked at<^ 
tempt of conqueft, to make void their own lawful titles to their 
honours, eftates, and intcrefts. We are alfo cpnfident, that 
all men fee how little weight there is to be laid on all promifes 
and engagements that can btfnow made, filice there has been fo 
little regard had, in time paft, to the moft folemn promifes. 
And as that impel fe6l mirefs that is now offered is a plain coii- 
felTion of thofe violations of the government that we have fet 
forth, fo the defeetivenefs is no Icfs apparent; for they lay 
down nothing whicli they may not take up at plcafure; and they 
referve entire, and not fo much as ineriLioncd, their claims and 
pretences to an aibitrary and dcfpofic power, which has been 
the root of ail their oppreffion, and of the total fubveilion of 
the government. And it is plain, that there can be no redrefs 
nor remedy offered, but in Pailiamenl, lay a declaration of the 
rights of the fubjechs that have been invaded, and not by any 
prcteniled a6ls of grace, to which the extremity of ihcir affairs 
has driven them. Therefore it is that we have thought fit to de¬ 
clare, that wc will refer all to a free affcmbly of the nation, in a 
lawful Pa»Iiament. • 


Given under our hand and fcal, at our court in the 
Hague, the twenty-fourth day of Odlober, in the 
year of our Lord, 1688. 

*'’-V j Wm. Henry Prince, of Orange. 
J 3 jf hii Highnefs's jpedal command^ C. Hugins. 


Order by his Highnefs the Prince of Orange^ Dec, 2|, 1688. 

TT^HEREAS the neceflity of affairs do require fpeedy ad- 
» vice, we do defire all fuch perfons as have ferved as 
lcnight;s^ citizens, and burgeffes, in any of the Parliaments 

T 3 that 
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that werd held during the reign of the late King Charles the 
Second, to rticet us at St. James’s, upon Wednefday the fix 
and twentieth of this inftaiit December, by ten of the clock in 
the morning. And we do likewife defirc that the lord mayor 
and court of aldermen of the ciiy of London would be prefent 
at the fame time, and that the common council would appoint 
fifty of the^r nuiTiber to be there likewife. And hereof we dc- 
fire th'etn not to fail. 

Given at St. James’s, the three and tw'cntieth day of 
December, 1688. 

Wm. Henry, Prince of Orange. 

By his Highnefs's fpccial edmmandy C. Hugins* 


According to w’hich order many of the perfons above mentioned 
met at St. James’s at the lime affixed, and then hisHighnefs 
fpoke to them in thefe words : 

OU, Gentlemen, that have bc^n members of the late Par¬ 
liaments, I have defired you To meet me here, to advife 
the bcfl manner how to pirfue the ends of my declaration, in 
calling a free Parliament for the prcf^Tvalion of the proteftant 
religion, and reftoringthe rights and liberties of the kingdom, 
and fettling the fame, that they may not be in danger of being 
again fiibverted. And you, the aldermen, and members of 
the common council of the city of London, I defire the fame 
of you. And, in regard your numbers are like to be great, 
if you think fit, divide yourfclvcs, and fit in fevcral 


you ma 
places. 



Addr'ejs to his Highnefsy December 26, 1688. 

who ■have ferved as members of the Parliaments during 
^ ^ the reign of the late King Charles the Second, together 
with the court of aldermen, and members of the‘common 
council pf the city of London, aflembled at your Highnefs’s 
defire in this extraordinary conjefture, do, with an unani¬ 
mous confent, tender to your Highnefs our^mof^jiwmblc and 
hearty thanks for your coming into this k 
your peribn to fo great hazards, for the prefervation of our reli¬ 
gion, laws, and liberties, and refeuing us from the miferies of 
popery and flavery : 

And do defire your Highnefs, that, in purfuance of thofe 
ends, and for the prefervation of the peace of the nation, your 
Highnefs will take upon you the adminiilration of public af¬ 
fairs, both civil and military, and the difpofal of the public 
reVehue. 


Wc 
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We Ho aVfo ileHre, tjiat your Highnefs will take into your 
toarticular care the prefeilt condii ion of Ireland ; and endeavour, 
by the moft fpeedy and efFeftual means, to prevent the dangers 
threatening that kingdom. 

AM which we jdc^ire your Highnefs to undertake, and execute, 
until the meeting of the intended Convention, the two and' 
twentieth of January next. 

We do likewife defire your Highnefs to caufe letters to bo 
written, and fubfciibed by your Highnefs, to the Lords fpU 
ritual and temporal, being proteltants, and to the feveral coun¬ 
ties, univerfities, cities, bor^ughi.. nnd cinque ports, of Eng¬ 
land, Wales, and to the town cd r.cr\vn.k upon Ttveed ; the 
letters for the counties to be direft'.'d to the coroners -’f iheirre- 
fpc£l:ive counties, or any one oi them, and, in defauit of co¬ 
roners, to the clerk of peace of the refpedlive counties; 
and the letters for the uaiverfities to be dire£led to the refpcc- 
tive vice-chancellors; and the ' ’o f-.■ er:’l oisi-.s, bo¬ 
roughs, and cinque ports, to be diri c^^ J r. .. o .hit,; ;u.)gilhate 
•f each refpeiSlivc city, boAugh, ni.o etnque peri ; containing 
diretflions for the cliuhng, in all luch counties, cities, univers¬ 
ities, boroughs, and cijjque ports, *within ten days after the 
receipt of the faid refpedlive letters, fuch a number of perfons 
to reprefent them, as are of right to be fent to Parliament. 

That for fuch eledlions, and the times and ;.i iccs thereof, 
the refpedlive officer (hall give notice in manner follow'ing; 
that is to fay, as to the eledlions for the counties, notice to be 
publifhed in all market-towns in the fefpedlive coaiuics, by 
the fpace of five days, at lead, before fuch cledlion; and notice 
of theeledlions for the cities, univerfities, boroughs, and cinque 
ports, to be publlflied in the refpedfive places by the fpace of 
three days before at the lead. 

That the faid letters, and the execution thereof, be returned 
by fuch officer and officers who lhall execute the fame, to 
the clerk of the crown in the court of chancery, fo as the perfons, 
fo to be chofen, may meet and fit at Wedminder on the two 
and twentieth day of January next. 

This we humbly offer your Highnefs as our bed advice, in 
this e_xigendV’>''^^?^ffiairs, for attaining the ends of your High- 
nels^s declaration, and as the bed means tending to fuch an ef- 
tablifhment, as that our religion, laws, and liberties, may not 
be in danger of being again fubverted. 



( aSo ) 

His HigkHefs*s Anjweff December 28, 1688. 

t 

Gentlemen, 

T HAVE confidcred of your advice; and, as far as I am able, 
I will endeavour to fecure the peace of the nation, until the 
meeting of the Convention in January next, for the cledliou 
whereof, I will forthwith iflue out letrers according to your 
delire. 1 will aifo take cane to apply the public revenue to the 
mofl proper ufes that the prefent affiirs require: and likewife 
endeavour to put Ireland into fueh a condition, as that the 
pronflant religion, and the EngUfli intcrelt, may be main¬ 
tained ill that kingdom : and 1 further alfure you, that as I 
came hither for the prefervatiop of the protellant religion, 
and the laws and liberties of thefe kingdoms ; fo I (hall al¬ 
ways be ready to expofe myfelf to any hazard for defence of 
the fame. 


Letter to the Houfe of Commons front his Highnefs the Prince of 
Otaugc, January, 22,^1689. 

Gentlemen, 

T HAVE endeavoured, to the utmoft of my power, to perform 
what was defired from me, in order to the public pcac« and 
fafetyand I do not know, th.it any thing hath been omitted, 
which might tend to the prefervation of them, fince the admi- 
niflration of affairs was put into my hands: it now lieth upon 
you to lay the foundations of a firm fecurity for your religion, 
your laws, and your liberties. 

I do not doubt, but that, by fuch a full and free reprefenta- 
tive of the naiion as is now met, the ends of my tlecluration 
will be att.iined : and lince it hath nlcafcd God hitherto to blefs 
my good intentions with fo great liiccefs, I truft in him, that 
he will complete his own work, by fending a fpirit of peace 
and union to influence your councils, that no interruption may 
be given to a happy and lafting fcttlemcnt. 

The dapgerous condition of the proteftant^tgjpfifr in Ire¬ 
land requiring a large and fpeedy fnccour, anS-ftT g^t K Of Bw iHf s^te 
of things abroad, oblige me to tell you, that, next to the dan¬ 
ger of unfeafonable diiifions amongfl yourfelves, nothing can 
he fo faral as too gn-at delay in your confultations. 

The States, by whom I have been enabled to refeue this lia- 
tion, may fuddenly feel the ill effedls of it, both by being too 
long deprived of the fervice of their troops, which are now 
here^ and of your ^arly ailKtance againll a powerful enemy, 

who 
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Vfho h«th declared war againft them; and as England is, by 
treaty, already engaged to help them, upon any I'uch exigen¬ 
cies, fo I am confident, that their chceriul concurrence to prc- 
ferve this kingdom, with fo much hazard to themfelves, will 
meet with all the returns of friendlhip and afliltance, which 
may be expcdlcd from you as protefiants and Euglifhmen, 
whenever their condition Hiall require it. 

Given at St. James’s, this two and twentieth day of 
January, 1689. 


Addrcj^s by the Houfes of Commons to his Highnefs the Prince of 
Orange^ January 22, 1689. 

T^E the Commons, now afiembled at Weftminfter, do, 
with all thankfulnefs, ackn^ledge the great deliverance 
this nation has received by the fcfrtonable afiiftance which ft has 
plcafcd Almighty God to put into your Highnefs’s heart, ta 
bring unto us againft that ^wer which had introduced popery 
and flavery ; and for the tyre your Highnefs has been pleaf-'d 
to take in the adminiftration of public affairs, in purfuance of 
the advice of divers Coj^moners of lingland, lately alTcmbled, 
at your Highiiefs’s defire, in this .extraordinary conjundure. 

In purfuance of the fame advice, we arc now met, and do 
fit, at Weftminfter, this twenty fccond duy of January, being 
chofen upon your Highnefs’s letters, dircdlcd to the feveral 
counties, cities, univerfities, boroughs, and cinque ports, who 
have right to fend members to Parliament, according to fuch 
right ; and obferving, that the defirc and advice of that late 
affembly to your Highnefs, to take upon you the admtniftra* 
tion of public affairs, extended no further in time than this 
prefent iwenty-fecoiid day of January ; but, having in our 
eyes the fame dclirablc ends for which that advice was givQii, 
the prefervatioii of our religion, laws, and liberties, and the 
peace of the nation, do make it our unanimous requeft to your 
Hightiefa, that you will continue the fame adminiftration in all 
particulars, in the aforefaid advice expreifed, until further ap¬ 
plication. in reference thereto, fhall be made to your Highnefs 
jb^us the Ct-j Sfons now aflembled at Weftminfter as aforefaid. 


Addrefs by the Lords to his Highnefs the Prince of OrangCf 
' * Januaty 22 ^ 1689. 

the Lords fpiritual and temporal, affembled at Weft-* 
minfter, being highly fenfible of the great deliverance of 
this kingdom from popery and arbitrary power j and that our 

prefer- 
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pfefervatfon is (next under God) owing to your Highnefs, do 
return our mol* humble thanks and acknowledgment to your 
Highneli., as the glorious inllrumem of fo great a blclfing 
to us. 

We do further acknowledge the great care your Highnefs has 
been plcafed to take in the adminillratfon of the public affairs 
of the kingaom to this time ; and we do inoft humbly dcllre 
your Highnefs,, that you vill take upon you the adininiltration 
of public aifiirs, both civil and military, and the difpufal of 
the public revenue, for the prefervation of our religion, rights, 
laws, liberties, and properties, and of the peace of the na¬ 
tron; and that your Highnefs will take into your particular care 
the prefent Condition of Iti land, and endeavour, by the moft 
fpeedy and elFcdtual meins, to prevent the dangers tlircatening 
that kingdom : all vvhich make our requclt to your High- 
nefs undertake andcxercifeV«-till further application ihall be 
made by us ; which lhall be e/pedited with all convenient 
fpeed ; and fhall ufe our utmofi enb'^avours to give difpatch to 
the iitatters recommended to us by yoWr Highnefs’s letter. 


. Ilis Highnefs*s Anfwcr, January 23> 1689. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM glad that what I have done hath pleafed you ; and, 
^ flnee you defire me to continue the adminiilration of affairs, 
I am willing to accept it. I mufl recommend to you the con- 
iideration of affaps abroad, which maketh it fit for you to ex¬ 
pedite your bufinefs, not only for making a fettlement at home 
upon a good foundation, but for the fafety of all Europe. 


Addr«J$ to his Highnefs the Prince of Orange hy the Houfe of 
Commons, Jan. 29, 1689. 

WE the knights, citizens, and burgeffes, affcmbled at Weft- 
minfler, do humbly reptefent to your Highnefs the great 
dangers and inconveniences that may happen to^i^R^ion, in ^ 
this conjuiiflure, by the great number of fhip*|^g%fi-fhis fnte ‘ 
tion that at this feafon are going for France ; and therefore do 
make it our humble defire to your Highnefs, to take fome ef- 
fe£lual courfe, that an immediate flop be put to the going of 
any (hips or veflels to France; that fo the Teamen may be kept 
at home for the fervice of the nation. 


« 


Precia- 
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Proclamation hy both Houfes of Parliament^ Feb, 12, 1699. 

^y^HEREAS it hath plaafed Almighty God, in his great 
mercy to this kingdom, to vouchfule us a miraculous de¬ 
liverance from popery and arbitrary power ; and that our pre- 
fervation is due, next under God, to the refolution and conduct 
of Kis Higlinefs the Prince of Orange, whom God hath cliofert 
to be the glorious inllnunent of fuch an incftimable happinefs 
to us and our polleriiy : and, being highly fenfible, and fully 
perfuaded, of the great and eminent virtue of her Higlmefsthe 
Princefs of Orange, vvhofe zeal for the proteftant religion 
will, no doubt, bring a blefling along with her upon this na¬ 
tion : and whereas the Lords and Commons, now affembled 
at Well minder, have made a de chrration. an d prorpnled the 
fame to the laid Prince and Pn^rcefs of Orange, jjnd ticrein 
deliredthem to accept the croym : who have accepted tha fame 
accordingly ; w'e, thereforof ihc Lords fpiriiual and temjmral, 
and Commotis, togethcr/^vlth the lord mayor and citizeiSs.®t' 
London, and others of riie Commons of this realm, do, w|lh 
a full confent, puhlilh and proclaijn, according to the faid de¬ 
claration, William an^ Mary, Prince and Priiiccfs of Orange, 
to be King and Qt^teen of England,.France, and Ireland, with 
all the dominions and territories thereunto belonging; who are, 
accordingly, fo to be owned, deemed, accepted, and taken, 
by all 'the people of the aforefaid realms and dominions ; who 
are, from henceforward, bound to acknowledge and pay unto 
them all faith and true allegiance ; befeeching God, by w'hom 
kings reign, to blefs King William and Queeri Mary with long 
and happy years to reign over us. 

God fave King William and Qii^en Mary, 


Declaration by both Houfes by Parliament^ Feb. 12, 1689, 

Tin'HEREAS the late King James the Second, by the aflif- 
tance of divers evil counfellofs, judges, and minifters, 
employed by him, did endeavour to fiibvert and extirpate the 
'proteftant religion, and the laws and liberties of this kin^om ; 

By alTiiming and exercifing a power of difpenfing with and 
fufpendingof laws, and the execution of laws without confent 
of Parliament; 

By committing and profecuti'ng divers worthy prelates, for 
humbly petitioning to be excufed from concurring to the fame 
alTumed power ^ 
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By ilTmng ar.d caufing to be executed a commiflion, tindef 
the great feal, for eredting a court, called, The Court of Coiti- 
mifliioners for Ecclefiaftical Caufes ; 

By levying money for and to the’ufe of the crown, by pre¬ 
tence of prerogative, for otner time, and in other manner, than 
the fame was granted by Parliament; 

By raifing and keeping a (landing army within this kingdom 
in time of peace without confent of Parliament; and quar¬ 
tering foldiers contrary to law ; 

* B) caufing feveral good fubjedls, being proteftants, to be dif- 
armed, at the fame time when papifts were both armed and em¬ 
ployed contrary to law; 

By violating the freedom of election of members to ferve in 
Parliamen t j 

;ciitioiT 3 f»» il i i > D Q tji m of King’s Bench, for matters 
cognizable only in wcrliamcnt: and by divers other 
ind illegal courfes; 

ereas, of late years, parti^, corrupt, and unqualified 
ive been returned, and ferfed on juries in trials; 
ularly, divers jurors, in trials for high treafon, which 
■were not freeholders; ' , ■ 

And excelfivc bail hath been required of perfons committed 
in criminal cafes, to elude the benefit of the laws made for the 
liberty of the fubje< 3 :s; 

And exceflive fines have been impofed; 

And illegal and cruel piininiments infiided ; 

And fcveral grants and promifes made of fines and forfei¬ 
tures, before any conviftion or judgment againft the perfons 
upon whom the fame were to be levied ; 

All w'hich are utterly and diredly contrary to the known 
laws and llatiites, artd freedom of this realm ; 

And whereas the faid late King James the Second having 
abdicated the government; and the throne being thereby va¬ 
cant ; 

' His Highnefs the Prince of Orange, whom it hath pleafed 
Almighty God to make the glorious inftrument of delivering 
this kingdom from poper^ and arbitrary power, did, by the 
advice of the Lords fpiriiual and temporal, and divers principal 
• perfons of the Commons, caufe - letters to be written to thV 
‘ Lords fpiritual and temporal, being proteftants; and other 
(letters, to the feveral counties, cities, univerfities, boroughs, 
and cinque ports,- for the chufing of fuch perfons to reprefent 
them as were'of right to be fent to Parliament, to meet and 
fit at Weftminfter upon the 23d day of January, in this year 
i 688 | ih order to fuch an efiablifhnicnt, as that their religion, 

, " laws. 
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:ikii nature, are/illegal and pernicious: 
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laws,‘and liberties, might not again be in .dahger of beln|{ 
fubverted : 

Upon which letters, ele£lions having been accordingly made; 

And thereupon, the faitj Lords fpiritual and temporal, and 
Coir mons, piirfuant to their refpcaive letters and elections, 
being now aifembled in a full and free reprefcntative of this 
nati 'f,. Inking into their mbft ferious conlideration the beft 
mea* b '.'k-.'’G aining the ends aforefald, do, in the firft place, 
(a'i .‘iiceflors, in like cafe, have ufually done) for the 
vindicalioii and aiierting their ancient rights and liberties, de- 
clarr i 

7 'hai the pretended power of fufpending of laws by regal 
am u.ri^y, witiiout confent of Parliament,' is illegal: 

'f lint the prcteiukd power of difpertfing wit h law s, or the 
cx ■CLiti_/r of laws, by regal aiithm;'.^u,-«.c 4 tJ«iurteefTTtffumed 
anti ckercifcd late, is illegal i-*' I 

/ri'at the conimihion for er/ding the late court of crlnmif- 
fionerr for ^’X'lellellical cai>?cs, and all other commiflioiV 

CO ills 

teneV Cl I' .erogative, without grarjt of Parliament, for longer 
ti: v. 01 in other manlier, than the fame is or ihall be granted, 

is iiUgal: 

'I hat it is the right cf the fubjeds to petition the King; and 
all commitments and profccutlons for fuch petitioning are il¬ 
legal ; 

That the raifing or keeping a ftanding army within die 
kingdom in time of peace, unlcfsit be with confent of Parlia¬ 
ment, is againfl: law: 

That the fiibjeds which are proteftants may have arms for 
their defence, fuilable to their conditions, as allowed by laws 

That eledion of members of Parliament ought to be frees 

7 'hai the freedom and debates or proceedings in Parliament 
ought not to be impeached or queftioned in any court or place 
out of Parliament; » 

That excefl've bail ought not to be required; nor excedive 
fines impofed ; nor cruel and unufual punilhments inflided: 

That jurors ought to be impanelled and returned ; and jn- 
which pufs upon ined in trials for high treafon, ought to 
be frceh'ildcis: 

Thai all grants and promifes of fines and forfeitures of par¬ 
ticular per fans, before convidion, arc illegal and void: 

And tliat, for redrefs of all grievances, ^nd for the amend¬ 
ing, ftrengthening, and preferving of the laws, Parliaments 
pu^lit to be held frequently. 

And 
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And they do claim, demand, and infift upon, all and»fingu- 
Jar the preniifcs, as their undoubted rights and liberties ; and 
that no declarations, judgments, doings, or proceedings, to the 
prejudice of the people, in any of the faid premifes, ought, 
»n anywife, to be drawn hereafter into xronfequence, or exam¬ 
ple : 

To which demand of their rights they are particularly en¬ 
couraged by the declaration of his Highiiefs the Prince of 
Orange; as being the only means for obtaining a full reclrefs 
and remedy therein. 

Having therefore an entire confidence, that liis fidd High- 
nefs the Prince of Orange will pcrfccl the deliverance fo far 
advanced by him ; and will ftill preferve iliem from tlie viola¬ 
tion of t heir r ights, winch they have here aflcrtcd ; and trom 
all religion, rights, and liberties; 

Tie faid Lords fpiritual at^d tciTH oral, and Commons, af- 
rcmblcd at Wcflminlicr, do rc^^c, 

jinat William and Mary, Pimcc and Piincefs of Orange, 
and be declared, King and Q^cen of Fn^-laiid, France, 
and Ireland, and the dominions thcftiinto hclong’i'g ; to hold 
•the crown and royal cligmty of the faid kingdoms and domi¬ 
nions to them the faid Prince and Prindefs, during their lives, 
and the life of the furvivor of them : and that the fo!e and full 
cxcrcife of the regal power be only in, and executed by, the 
faid Prince of Orange, in the names of the faid Prince and 
Piincefs, during their joint lives; and, after their deceafes, 
the faid crown and royal dignity of the faid kingdoms and do¬ 
minions to be to the heirs of the body of the faid Princefs : 
and, for default of fuch ifliic, to the Piincefs Ann of Oenmark, 
and the; heirs of licr body; and, tor default of fuch ilfuc, to 
the heirs of the body of the faid Prince of Orange. 

And the faid Lords fpiritiial and temporal, and Commons, 
/do pray the faid Prince and Princefs of Orange to accept the 
.fame accordingly. 

And that the oaths, hereafter mentioned, be taken by all 
.perfans of whom the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy might 
be required by law, intlead of theni ; and that the faid oaths 
•of allegiance and fupremacy be abrogated, 

t —' 

T B* do llncerely promife and fwear, that I will be falth- 
ful, and bear true allegiance, to their Majefties King 
WjlUimi and Queen Mary. So help me God. 

T ji. B, do fwear, that I do from my heart abhor, deleft, and 
abjure, as impious and heretical, this damnable doftrine 
.and.pofition, that princes excommunicated or deprived by the 

3 
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Pope, ,or any autliority of the fee of Rome, may be depofed 
pr murdered by their fubjedits, or aiiy other whatf )ever. And 
1 do declare, that no foreign prince, perfon, prelate, ftaie, 
or potentate, hath, or ought to liave, any jurifdi^fion, power^ 
Superiority, pre-eminence, or authority, ecclefialtical or fp.i- 
jjtual, within this realm. So help me God. 


flis Mqjejlys moji gracious Speech, on receiving 'the Declaration, 

Feb. 15, 1689. 

'T^HIS is certainly the greatcft proof of the trufl: you have in 
us that can be given ; which is the thing that maketh us 
value it the more, and we thankfully accept what you have of¬ 
fered to us. 

And, as 1 had no other intenti^-n m coming hither, t'?bn to 
preferve your religi -n, laws, a*, a liberties, fo you may be fure 
that I (hairendcavoiir to fupr jrt iMem : and fhall be willmg to 
concur in any thing that ^hall be for the good of the 
doin: and to do all that i^in my power to advance the welfa 
and glory of the nation. 


His Maje/l/s moJi gracious Speech, Feb, 18, 1689. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE lately told you how fenfible I am of your kindnef^, 

and how much I value the confidence you have, repofed 
in me. 

And I am come hither to alTure you, that I (hall never do 
any thing that may juftly lelfen your good opirpon of me. 

1 think it lu'cclfary to acquaint you, tha» the condition of 
our allies abroad, and particularly that of Holland, is fiich, 
that, unlefs feme fpeedy care be taken of them, ’hey will run 
a greater hazard than you would have ihem expofed o. 

You yourfelves mull be fenfible, that the polture of affairs 
here require your ferious Confideration ; and that a go; d fet- 
llement at home is necelTary, not only for our owm pf-ice. but 
iif9C the Aipportof the proteflant inrerefl: both here ai.d abroad : 

And particularly, the Hate of Ireland is fiich, thai ilie dan¬ 
gers arc grown too great to be obviated by anv Ilow methods. 

I mult leave it to you to conlider of the molt effectual ways 
jaf preventing the inconveniencics which may arife by delavs ; 
and to judge what forms may be moll proper to bring thofo 
things to pafs, for the good pf the nation, which 1 confi¬ 
dent 
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dent are in all your minds; and which I, on my pai^t, fliall 
be always ready to promote. 


His Majejly Meffage to the Houfe of Commons^ March i, i68g» 
William Rex. 

TJTlS Majelly having been informed, that the revenue of the 
hearth-money is very grievous to the people, is therefore 
willing to agree, either to a regulation of it, or to the taking 
of it wholly away, as this Houfe lhall think moft convenient: 
and as, in this, his Majefty doth confider the cafe of the fub- 
je£l, fo he doth not doubt but you will be careful of the fup- 
4)ort of the orown. 


Mddrefs to his Majcjly by boh^Ioufcsy March r, 1789. 

Tiy E your Majefty’s moft duti^il and loyal fubjedfts, the 
^ knights, citizens, and burgeiTes, in Parliament alTem. 
bled, have taken into ourjnoft ferious confideration your Ma- 
jefty’s gracious meflage, wherein your l^lajcfty is plcafed to ex- 
preifs your great goodnefs and fenfc of your people’s condition, 
by your tender confideration, that the revenue of the hearth- 
money is very grievous to them; and are pleafed to agree, 
either to the regulation of it, or to the taking it wholly aw ay. 
And as your Majefty is plcafed in this, to confider the cafe of 
your people, w'e acknowledge ourftlvcs obliged to declare, 
that your Majefty has filled our hearts with an entire fatIsfa£lion 
and gratitude, by this your moft gracious and unprecedented 
offer ; and we humbly crave leave to prefent this afturance to 
your Majefty, that we will make fuch grateful and affedionate 
returns, and be fo careful of the fupport of the crow n, that 
the world may fee, to the difeouraging of your euemies, and 
fatisfadion of all good men, that your Majefty reigns in the 
'hearts of your people ; whiclr God grant long to continue. 


His Majejlys Anfwer^ ?i/farch 6, i68g. 

T AM *glad that I have done what is fo acce ptable to you ; 

I lhall always be ready to do any thing that may be for 
the eafe of the fubjed, as well as for the fafety and glory of 
fee kingdom. 


His 
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His Majejly s moji gracious Speech^ March 8, 1689* 

My Lords and Gentlemeni 

TF any thing could add to tlie eftccm and afFcftion I have for 
Parliaments, and particularly for this, they would be 
much incrcafed by the kindnefs you Ihew to me, and the zeal 
you exprefs for the public good, in the addrefs you have made, 
■which, in the manr.er, as well as the matter, hath every thing 
in it that ought to recommend it to me. 

I will airure you, that I will never abufe the confidence you 
(hall put in me ; being fully perfuaded, that there is no fure 
foundation of a good agreement between a King and his people, 
but by a mutual truft. When that is once broken, a government 
is half dilfolved. It fliall therefore Ti.j care nevor to 

give any Parliament caufe to dilblfft me : and the beft method 
1 can life for that purpofc, is, "lever to expc£l any thing from 
them, but that which fliall b*^ their own intereft to grant. 

I came hither for the good of the kingdom ; and, lince it I:; 
at your defire that I am in this ftation, I fliall flill purfue the 
fame ends that brought me. • 

God hath been plcalc^ to make me inftrumental to redeem 
you from the ills you feared ; and it is flill my defire, as well 
as my duty, to endeavour to preferve your religion, laws, and 
liberties; which were the only inducements that brought me 
to England : and to ihofe I aferibe the bleflings that have at¬ 
tended this undertaking. 

When I rpoke laft to you, I told you of the neceffity of af* 
filling our allies, and more efpecially the States of Holland, 
whofe rcadinefs to relieve you (at their fo great hazard and ex- 
penfe) from the extremities you lay under, needs no other argu¬ 
ments to move you to the confideraiion of it. 

As I was then a witnefs of their zeal and affcdlion to promote 
the expedition, and to fecond my endeavours, even with a neg¬ 
lect of their own fafety, fo ' m now fenfible of the inevitable 
ruin they have drawn up(.n tliemfclvcs by giving you this af- 
fiflance, if you fhould notre'iirii i; to them. 

They have really exhaufted ihemfelves to fuch a degree, both 
men and money, i.hift it is net eafily to be imagined : and 
1 am confident your gencrofity will liave as little bounds towards 
them, as their’s had towards you ; and that you will not only 
enable me to make good the treaty with tljcm, and repay what 
they have actually laid out upon this occafion, of which an ac¬ 
count lhall be given to you, but that you.-will further fupport 
them, to the utmofl of your ability, againft the power of their 
enemies; who mufl be your’s too, by their iniercft, and by 
Vot. 1. • U their 
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their religion i and do certainly dcfign the ruin of Hoftand to 
be a ftep to your deftrudVion. 

I need not take pains to tell you the deplorable condition of 
Ireland, which, by the zeal and violence of the Popifh party 
there, and by the alliltance and encouragements they have from 
France, is brought to that pafs, that it is not advifeable to at¬ 
tempt the reducing of it otherwife than by a very conHcbifublc 
force, w hich, I think, ought not tc be lefs than twenty thoufand 
horfe and foot: whicl), by the bit fling t>t God, will make the 
work ihorter, and, in confequt iicc, the charge ealicr, thoiigli 
the lirfl; expenfe mull be of ncccflity very great. 

You are to Cv;!j ider, iitat, towards the more fpeedy and ef- 
fe£lual fuccefs in re::itiv»i: to Ireland, as well as with regard to 
l’'raue>..~Tlff\c jmil be/ uch a fleet, as may, in conjnniiii)a 
with the States, make uXfo entirely mafters of the iea, tliat 
notiung can be fent from FratWc, either to Ireland or any wheie 
fclfe, that may give diftiMuauceWo us or our allies. 

I miifl alfo recoinmcrid tiic conlldcrarlon of the revenue to 
you, that it may be fo fettled, as that it may be colledcJ witli- 
ojit dlfpute. , 

ti 

My Lords and Goultmcn, 

Tliefetidngs wiil aniouuf to a gnat fum, and mull, of con- 
fcquence, be a prefent rveight upon the people : but conflder- 
ing that neither your religion, nor your lately, can probably 
befecured without llit fe iiicans, 1 ootichide you will think no¬ 
thing can be too great a price for their pjcfervation ; and I 
will engage my folcmn word tw you, that wd'.atever you Ihall 
give, in Older to tlu fe public ends, Ihall be Ihicily applied to 
them ; and that as you fo ficeiy oifer to liazard all that is dcai 
to you, fo I Ihall as freely expofe my life for the fiipport of 
the proteftani religion, and the laieiy and honour ol the na¬ 
tion. 




jSddrefs hy the Lord A/uver mid Aldermen of the Chy of London, 
p! ejtcit'd Aid) ch 13, 1689. 

To the Honourable Knights, Citizens, and LurgelTes, in 

Parliament aifembled j ' 

the lord mayor, aldermen, and commons, of the city 
of London, In common conncil all'cmbled, prefume to 
addrefs ourfclves to liiis honourable Hoiifc, with our moll 
humble thanks for your excellent condiicl: of affairs in this lime 
pt our great exigency and extremity, when our lives, our reli- 
and our cRates, were fo eminently threatened ; and efpe- 
for your addrefs to his Majclly, the fifth inllant, dc- 
^ / ‘I daring 
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daring your reroluiion to affift and (land by hls Majelly iii 
fijpporting his allies abroad, in reducing Ireland, and in 
defence of the proteftant religion, and laws of this kingdom. 
Dated at Guildhall, the eighth day of March, 1689. 

By order of the common council, 

Wagstaffe. 


After wlilch the Sheriffs were introduced to the bar, and re¬ 
ceived the following thanks of the Houfe. 

Gentlemen, 

^T^HE Houfe hath confidcred of the addrefs you have prefented 
from the city of London, and have commanded me to 
return you this anfvver : 

That they have taken notice of the mofl: eminent courage and 
conftancy the city hath fhewed in this late revolution, and the 
fcrviccs they have done to the whole kingdom on tliis occafion, 
and particularly the advancing fo confidcrable fums of money, 
as was lent by you to his Majelly, upon his firft coming hither, 
at a time when the condition of the affairs of this kingdom did 
fo much require it. * 

I am further commanded to tell you, that this Houfe doth 
accept of your addrefs with great kindnefs, and do give you 
thcirdicarty thanks for the fame ; with this further affurance, 
that your care for the public lhall never fail of receiving from 
them the like returns. 


Addreji to his Moujiyt by both finujesy March 15, 1689. 

your Majcfly’s moll dutiful and loyal fubjedls, the; 

Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in Parlia¬ 
ment affembled, having received information, that divers 
offeers and foUliers arc in a6luai rebellion, and levying war 
within ibis kingdom, againfl your Majedy; and that divers 
Ollier foMiers, and traiteroufly affcdled perfons, both within 
this kingd.un and clfcwhcre, arc correfponding.with, and ad- 
iicring to, thofe rebels and traitors ^ do therefore mofl: humbly 
befccch your Majelly, to take fuch eifc£lual courfe, as to yout 
Majcfly’s wifdom lhall feem meet, for the fpeedy fiipprellion 
and bringing to jullice the pcifons guilty thereof, with their 
adherents. And that, in the mean time, your Majelly will 
be plcafcd to ilfuc forth your royal proclamation, declaring 
thole perfons, and their adherents, to be rebels and traitors 5 
azid A’quijing all your good fubjeiils id apprehend and profe* 

U 2 cut© 
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fufe them a? fnch : that none may pretend ignorance Df ihe?r 
duty by law in this Cafe. The effeft of fuch warning, we 
dount not, will be a juft terror to your enemies, and an en¬ 
couragement to your Majefly’s loyal and faithful fubjedts. 

And we do humbly allure your Majeliy, that, in further 
profecution of that end, we lhall be, at all times, ready to give 
your Majefty our humble advice and afliftance, when your Ma- 
jefty lhall be plcafed to require it. 


His MojeJiy % moji gracious Spiechy March i6, i68q. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have the orcafion of coming hither to pafs this bill, 
which I hope will be for all our i'afeties, I lhall put you 
ij) mind of onp thing, which will conduce much to our fcttlc- 
ment, as a fettlcment will, to the difappointment of our 
enemies. 

I am, with all the expedition I can, filling up the vacancies 
tliat are in offices and places of truft by this late revolution. 

. I know you are fenlibla there is a neceflity of feme law, to 
fettle the oaths to be taken by all pA^funs to be admitted to 
fuch places. 

I recommend it to your care, to make a fpeedy provifion for 
it ; and, as I doubt not but you will fufficiently provide againft 
papifis ; fo I hope you will leave room for the admilfion of all 
proteflants, that are willing and able to ferve. 

This conjundlion in my fervice will tend to the better uniting 
you among yourfclvcs, and the llrengthening you againft youjs 
common adverfaries. 


Mt'JJage from his Mayfly to the Houfe of Commons^ 
March 25, 1689. 

Willij^m Rex. 

TLTIS Majefty, out of an carnefl defirc to deliver his people 
from the guilt, reproach, and penalties, which many of 
•them-may be liable to; and to put an end to all controverfies 
arifing between his fiibjccls, by rcafon of any diforders in the 
late times; and to take away all diftindlions and occafions of 
difeord among them, to the tnd that, they having an entire 
confidence in his ivlajcfty» and perfedl union amongft them- 
felves, may be encouraged in their duty to his government, and 
more fully and fecurely enjoy the benefit of it: and his Majefty 
judging that the beft way to render this his gracious purpofe 
jnoft cxtcnfive and cffeilualj ii to pafs an adt of free and gene- 
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lal pardon, indemnity, and oblivion: his Majcfty doth earncflly 
recommend the conlideration thereof to both Houfes of Parlia¬ 
ment, that with all the expedition a matter of that kind will 
admit, they may prepare a bill for that purpofe, for the royal 
aflent; with fuch exceptions only as to them lhall feem necef- 
fary, for the vindication of public juftice, the fafety of their 
Majefties, and the fettlement and welfare of the nation for the 
future*. 

Addrefs of Thanks by the Houfe of Commons, March 1689. 

May it pleafe your mofl excellent Majefty, 

TIITE your Majefty’s mofl: loyal and dutiful fubje£ls, the 
Commons of England, now^ alfcmbled in Parliament, 
being filjed with joy and gratitude, by your molt gracious 
meflage recommending to us the conlideration of an adl of free 
and general pardon, indemnity, and oblivion, humbly aflTure 
your Majefty, wc now d;re(illy fee, what we always believed, 
that juftice and merey ate to be equally and indifterently exten¬ 
ded and diftributed to ali your people in the adminillration of 
your governii.ent. Thi^ doth confirm our entirJ- conftdenct in 
your facred Majefty, and cat not but make us beLcvc, and 
heartily hope, it will cc.iduce much to a perfedt utjion among 
your fubje/ts. If any thing happen amils, it mult proceed 
from oiirfeKe';, and not frojn yoLir Majefty ; lince you are 
pleafed 'o fet no other bounds to your grace and cl-.mency, ban 
fuch as to your Parliament Ok'H f.-em nccclihry. Ir is our 
doly, and (liall ever be our principal care, 10 provid.e 1 )r your 
Majefty’s fafefv, as well in this, as in a'l our procc dings, ,'Mth 
exceptions agreeable to vour molL mcreilul ^'uipofes; only, 
that we may manift ft to the world, we deflre to comply entij.' ly 
with your Majefty s metcy, as far as is conii'^cn* wiln the 
fecurity of your royrl pcrlon and the 'ro’.einuu nt. As y >ur 
Majeily hatit Leon ])lea''’'d to accept 'lie imporri! crewn af inis 
realm, fo yon are refolved all your g.iod u.bjccts lhall pa.take 
of the blcliin.gs of your coronation ; wi.i. h . ool’ge and dif- 
pofe all good men to join and unite in all adu; 'hat may I’ccnre 
and fupport your Majefly’s crow'ii and government, under4 our 
prefciii conllitution and cftablillimcnt, and never to depart 
from the fame. 


U 
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Mejfagehy kis Majejly^ jipr'il I, 1689. 

Gentlemen, 

T AM plcafud with doing what yon like ; and do expe£l you 
**• will further proceed to expedite the indemnity and oblivion, 
which tends fo much to an union : I fliall be always forward 
to do my part in this, and all things that may unite my people. 


Addrefs by both Houfa to the King^ April 13, l68g. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

'lir/E your Majefly’s moft loyal and obedient fubjetfts, the 
Lords and Commons, in Parliament aifembled, do, with 
the utmoft duty ai^d afFedion render to your Majelly our moft 
humble and hearty thanks, for your gracious declaration, and 
repeated alfurances, that you will maintain the church of 
England, eftablilhed by law, which your IMajefly hath been 
pleafed to refcuo from that dangerous confpiracy that was laid 
for its deftrudibn, with the hazard of your royal perfon. 

The dodrine and pradice of the church of England have 
evinced her loyalty, beyond the contradidion of her moft mali¬ 
cious enemies ; and the misfortunes of former princes can be 
attributed to nothing more than their endeavours to fubvert it, 
and difable the members thereof from contributing to their 
fupport and defence. 

We therefore humbly pray your Majefty will be gracioufly 
pleafed to continue your care for the prefervation of the fame ; 
whereby you will etfediially ciiablilh your throne, by fecuring 
the hearts of your Majefty's fubjedts within thefc your realms ; 
who can noway better ftiew tlieir zeal for your fervice, than by 
a firm adherence to that church, whofe conllitution is heft 
fuited to the fupport of this monarchy. 

Wc likewife humbly pray, that according to the ancient 
pradice andufage of this kingdom in time of Parliament, your 
Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to iffue out your writs for 
calling a convocation of the clergy of this kingdom, to be ad- 
vifed with in ecclcfiaftical matiers; affuring your Majefty, it is 
our intention forthwith to proceed to the conlideration of giving 
eafe to proteftant diftenters. 


Speech 
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Speech hy the Speaker to his APajeJly^ April 13, l6$9. 

YQUR moft loyal and dutiful fubjeds, the Commons of 
En^aiid, aflembled in this preft-nt Parliament, having,' 
to their unfpeakable joy, fccn your Majcftics placed upon the 
imperial throne of this kingdom, they have defired accefs at 
this t^me to your royal prefcnce, humbly lo congratulate your 
Majefties upon this occalion, and to wiili your Majeftics a 
long and profperous reign, with all the bleflings that ever did 
attend a crown. 

VV'e arc all fenfible that your Majefties greatnefs is the fecu- 
rity of your fubjedls: it is from your power that we derive to 
ourfelves an alTiirance of being defended from our enemies ; 
and from your juftice, that we exped: a full enjoyment of our 
laws and liberties : but that which completes our happinefs, is, 
the experience we have of your Majefties continual care to 
maintain the proteftant rcligirm ; fo that we can no longer 
apprehend any danger of being deprived of that ineftimablc 
biefting, either by fecret pradices, or by open violence. 

To the Kin ^.—May the fame Divine Providence which hath 
hitherto preferved your ^ajcfly in tile grcalcft dangers, and fo 
often given you vidory over your enemies, ftill crown your 
undertakings with fiicccfs. 

To the ^uecn .—And may thofc unparalleled virtues which 
adorn your Majefty’s royal perfon, be the admiration of the 
prefent age, and an example to the future. 

And may the luftre of both your names fo far outfhine the 
glory of your predecelTors, that the memory of their greateft 
adions may be forgotten, and your people no longer date the 
eftabliihment of their laws and liberties from St. Edward’s 
days, but from the moft anfpicious reign of King William and 
Qiicen Mary. 


His Majejlfs An/wevy April 13, 1689. 
Gentlemen, 


return you our hearty thanks for the kindnefs and re- 
^ ^ fpeds that you have, upon all occafions, Ihewed to both 
of us: we fhall take care, to the beft of our power, of all 
things that conduce to the good of the kingdom ; and I doubt 
pot, but by God's aftiftance and your’s, we ihall be able, in a 
fhort time, to make you a flouriftiing people^ , 


U4 


Addrej} 
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Addrejs hy the Houfe of Commonsy April 19, 1689# 

■'n^E your Majefty’s moft loyal fubjefts, the Commons of 
England, in Parliament airembled, having taken into 
oiir moft leiious conlideration the condition and ftate of this 
nation, in refpe< 9 : of P'rance, and foreign alliances, in order 
to which we have examined the mifehiefs brought upon Chrif- 
tendom, in late years, by the French King \ who, without any 
icfpeft to juftice, has, by fraud and force, endeavoured to fub- 
jedl it to an univerfal monarchy. 

In profeciition of this deftgn, fo pernicious to the repofe and 
fafety of Europe, he has negledled none of thofe means, how 
indirctft foever, which his ambition or avarice could fuggeft to 
him : the faith of treaties among all princes, cfpecially Chrif- 
tian princes, ever held moft inviolable, has never been able to 
reftrain him, nor the folcmneft oaths to bind him, when any 
occafion prefented itfclf for extending the limits of his king¬ 
dom, or oppreffing thofe whom his inicicft inclined him to qua¬ 
lify by the name of his enemies; ‘ \vlinefs his haughty and 
groundlefs declaration of war againft the States General of the 
United Provinces, in the year 1672 ; In which he afugned no 
other reafon for difturhing that profound peace, which, 
through God’s mercy, all Europe enjoyed at that time, but his 
own glory, and his rclolution to punilh the Dutch for fomc 
imaginary flights and difrefpe6ls, which he would have had the 
world believe they had put upon him ; wliercas the true occafion 
of that war was nothing elfe but a formed defign, laid down and 
agreed upon by that King and his accomplices, for the fubverfion 
of the liberties of Europe, and for abolilhing the commonwealth 
of Holland, as being too dangerous an example of liberty to 
the fubjedls of the neighbouring monarchs. The zeal for ca¬ 
tholic religion, which was pretended by him in this and the 
following wars, did afterwards fufficicntly appear to the w'orld 
to be no other than a cloak for his unnicafurable ambition ; for, 
at the fame time, when the pcrfccution grew hotteft againft the 
proteftants ot France, letters were intercepted and puhlilhcd 
from him to Count Tecklcy, to give him the greateft encou¬ 
ragement, and promife him the utmoft afliftance in the war, 
which, in conjun£lion w'ith the I'urk, he then managed againft 
the firft and greateft of all the Roman Catholic princes. 

Witnefs alfo the many open infradlions of the treaties both 
Aix-la-Chapelle and Nimeguen, (whereof your Majefly is 
the ftrongeft guarantee,) upon the moft frivolous pretences 
iuia^inablci of which the moft ufual was that of dependencies \ 

aft 
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an invention fet on foot on purpofe to ferve for a pretext ci 
rupture with all his neighbours, unlefs they chofc rather to 
falisfy his endlefs demands, by abandoning one place after ano¬ 
ther to his itifatiablc appetite of empire ; and, tor maintaining 
whereof, the two chambers of ^letts and Brilfach were erefted, 
to find out and forge titles, and to invent equivocable conftruc- 
tions jor eluding the plain meaning of treaties concluded, and' 
fw'orh with the greatell folemnity: than which nothing can be 
more ficred among mankind. 

From hence it was alfo, that Strafburgh was fo infamoufly 
fiirprifed by the French King, in a time of fidl peace : and 
though great corulitions w’crc agreed and promifed to the inha- 
biiants of lhat city, yet no fooner was he in pollellion of it, but 
all Uipiila*ions were foigot*^en, and that ancient free city doth 
ni)'' groan under the fame yoke with the rcil of lhat King’s 
ful t: eis. 

'1 he buiUmg the fort of Hnnninghen, contrary to fo many 
folciiin -’ffiirances given to the Swiiles, and tlic affair of Lux- 
cmbi rgli, are too well known to need a particular dedu^lion 2 
in :i word, th'^ whole fcries of the French King’s adiotiS, for 
many years lali: palt, has been fo ordered, as if it w'crc his in¬ 
tention iiot only t() rern'cr his own people extremely miferable, 
by intolcrahL iir.,' )ritions of taxes, to be employed in main¬ 
taining an ii.'.’.rediLie number of dragoons, and other foldiers, 
to be ti e inlfrumcnts of his cnielty, upon fnch of them as re- 
fufe, in all things, to comply with his unjuft demands; but 
like’-Wc, *40 hold all the neighbouring powers in perpetual 
alar!.', and exp -nfe for the maintaining of armies and fleets, that 
they mav be in a poflitre to defend thcmfelves againfl: the in¬ 
vader of their common faftty and liberties. 

Exampk s of this fort might be innumerable ; but his inva- 
fion of Flanders and Holland, fince the lalt truce of 1684, and 
the outrages corm.iittcd upon the Empire, by attacking the fort 
of Phi'iplburgh, itliout any declaration of war, at the fame 
time that his Jmpcrial Majedy was employing all his forces 
againft the con^.ron cnciuy of the chriliian faith; and his 
walling me Falatin ite .with fire and fword, and murdering an 
iiV'i-’i’-c number of innocent perfons, fi-r no other reafon, as 
hiiofclf has publicly declared, but becaufe bethought the Elec¬ 
tor Palatiir kiithful to tl'.e interell of the Empire, and an ob- 
fl.ncle to ih^ compallingof his ambitious deligiis.4 are fufficient 
iiv.\;,icesof this. 

o.hefe ’wc cannot but, wdth a particular refent^nent, add 
th' ■ri* s done to your Majefty, in the moft unjulba^d vio- 
le‘ I ft'. irg of your principality of Orange, and the utmore info- 
Ic).' cir,.nutted upon the perfons of your Majefly’s fubje£fy 

there; 
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there ; and how to facilitate his conqueft upon his neighbour 
princes, he engaged the Turks in a war againfl Chrillendom at 
the fame time. 

And, as if the violating of treaties, and ravaging the conn-* 
tries of his neighbour iuies, were not liilHcit nt means of ad¬ 
vancing his exorbitant po\,ci a.id greain-.f^, he has condantly 
had recourfe to the vilcil an ! meaneft for the ruin of 
thofe whom he had taken upon him to I'ubiue to his will*and 
power ; infinuating himfidf by iiis cmilfaiies, under the facred 
name and charadler of public ipiniRcr;,, into t, -f" w'ho were 
intruded in the government of kingdoms and (talcs, fnborning 
them by gifts and penfions, to tlie fellmg thcii malters and be- 
tfaying their truits ; and defeending even to intrigues by wo¬ 
men, who were feiit or married into the countries of-diveis 
potent princes, to lie as fnakes in their bofoins to cat out tluur 
bowels, or to indil that poilou into them, that miglif prove the 
dedrutStion of them and their countries : of which Poland, 
Savoy, and Spain, to mention no more at prefent, can give 
but too ample teliimonies. 

The iiifolent ufe he lias made of Ms ill-gotten greatnefs^ has 
been as extravagant as the ftitans of prorming it : for this, the 
fingic indance of Genoa may Aidice : wl'iich, without the lead 
notice, or any ground of a rpjarrcl whatfoever, was bombarded 
by the F'rench fle-'t ; and the Uoge, and four principal fena- 
tors of that free date, condrained in perfon to humble them-, 
felres at that monarch’s feet, which, in the dyle of France, is 
called chadifing fovereigns, for calling umbrage upon his great- 
nefs. 

His pradices againd England have been of the fame nature; 
and by corrupt means, he has conftantly, and with too much 
fuccefs, endeavoured to get fuch pow-er in the court of Eng¬ 
land, in the time of King Charles the SecomV, and the late 
jKing James, as might, by degrees, undermine the govern¬ 
ment and true intered of this flourifliing kingdom. 

Another art which he has ufed to weaken England, and fub- 
it to his deligns, w'as, never to admit an et^ual balance of 
trade, nor confent to any juft treaty or fettkment of com¬ 
merce ; by which he promoted our ruin at our ov/n charge. 

When, from a juft apprehtnllon oi this formidable growing 
power of France, the nation became 7,calous to right them- 
felves; and thjJSdoufe of Commotn., in ti e year 1677, being 
alTnrcd they diould have an aClnal war againft France, thcer- 
Vully raife^ a great fuin of money; and an army as readily 
appearecU'iO carry on the war; that intered of France had ftill 
power 'enough to render all this inelfeftual, and to fruftrate the 
• of all their hopes and expedlations. 


Nor 
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Nor*did France only render this defired war ineHeflual, but 
had power enough to make uspradlil'e their injuiticc and barba¬ 
rity, by turning our force agaiiift our next neighbours, by aflaul^- 
ing their Smyrna fleet. 

Nor were they more indunrious, by corrupt means, to ob¬ 
tain this power, than careful, by the fame ways, to fupport it; 
and knowing that from Parliaments only could probably pro- 
c(cd an obltru£lion to their fecret prai'iHces, they attempted to 
make a bargain, that they fljould not meet in fuch a time, in 
■which they might hope to perfedl their deflgns of enflavingthc 
nation. 

In the fame confidence of this power, they violently feized 
upon part of Huclfon’s Bay j and, when the matter w'as com¬ 
plained of by the Company, and the injury offered to be proved, 
the bell expedient France could find to cover their injufticc, 
and prevent fatisfadlion, was to makcufe of their great intereli 
in the court of England, to keep it from ever coming to be 
heard. 

The French King, in purfuance ofhisnfual methods of lay¬ 
ing hold of any opportunity that mi^ht increafe his power, and 
give diflurbaoce to oihc^s, lias now carried on an adual war in 
Ireland, feuding thither a great number of officers with 
money, arms, and ammunition ; and, under the pretence of 
aflilting the late King James, lie has taken the government of 
affairs into his haiuls, by putting all officers into commands, 
and managing the whole bulinefii by his miniilers ; and has al¬ 
ready begun ro ufc the fame cruelties and violences upon your 
Majcify’.s fiibj( els il’.erc, as he has lately pradifed in his own 
dominions, and in all other places where he has got power 
riiough 10 dtiirf'y. 

Lallly, the French King’s declaration of war againft the 
crown f)t .Spain iv wholly grouiulcd upon its fricndfhip to your 
Majefly’s jo\'ai pcil'on : and no other caufe of denouncing war 
againi'l it is thertin ath ged, than the rcfolutions taken in that 
court to favour your hdajelly, whom he moft injurioiifly terms, 
the ufuvpcr of England ; an infiilcncc never enough to be re- 
fenicd and deteilcf! by your Majelly’s fubjeds. 

After our humble rcprefcritation of all thefe particulars to 
your Majidly, if your Majefly fhall think fit to enter into a 
war agaiuil France, we humbly affure your i^ajefly, that tve 
will give you fuch afliflance in a parliamentajy ^ay, as fhall 
enable your Majefly to fupport and go through the fame: and^ 
we fhall not doubt, but, by the hlelling of GodVpon your 
Majefly’s prudent condud, a flop may be put to thar«rowing 
greatncl's of the French King, which threatens all Chriflb«dbin 
with no lefs than abfolute flavery j the incredible quantity ol^ 
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innocent blood filed may be revenged; his oppreflcd neigh¬ 
bours reftorcd to their juil rights and pofleflions ; your Majef- 
ty's alliances, and the treaty of Nimeguen, fupported to that 
^gree, that all Europe in general, and this nation in particu¬ 
lar, may for ever have oecafion to celebrate your Majefty as 
the great maintainor of jurtice and liberty, and the overthrower 
of all violence, cruelty, and arbitrary pow'er. 


His Majejifs AiifwcVf April 20, 1689. 

William Rex. 

^^HOUGH I have had many occafions of airuring you, that 
I will maintain the church of England, as by law efta- 
bliflicd; yet I am w'ell plcafcd with every opportunity of re¬ 
peating thofc promlfes w'hich I am rcfolved to perform by fup- 
porting this church ; vvhofe loyalty, 1 doubt not, will enable 
me to anfw'cr your juft expedatiops. 

And as my delign in coming hither was to refeue you from 
the miferics you laboured under, fo it is a great fatisfadlion to 
me, that by tlie fuecefs G «)<1 has given me, I am in a ftation of 
dlefending this church, which has cfFedlually ihew n her zeal 
againft popery, and fiiall always be my peculiar care ; and I 
do hope, the cafe you defign to difientcis will contribute very 
much to the cftablilhment of this cliurch ; which therefore, I 
do carneftly recommend to you, that the occafions of differences, 
and mutual animofilies, may be removed: and, as foon as 
conveniently may be, I will fummon a convocation, 

Addrejs by the Iloufe of Commons, April 25, 1689. 

To the King’s moft excellent Majefty, 

The humble Addrefs of the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes, 
in Parliament afi'cniblccl. 

your Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful fubjedls, the Com- 
mons, in this prefent Parliament alfcmbled, moft humbly 
lay before your Majefty our earneft dcfire, that )our Majefty 
will be plcafcd to take into your moft ferlous confideralion the 
deftrudlive mcthod.i taken, of late years, by the French King, 
againft the trade, quiet, : 1,, intereft. of ♦his ifi.r kingdom; 
and, particularly, the prelcu i.-vahon of the kin- ilcm of Ire¬ 
land, and fupvi^'yting your hhijcJly’i* nb.;llic.u'' fuhj'ds there; 
not doubting^’iu the Icaft, but tiiat, throiig’i yom Majefty’s 
Vifdom, alliances all .a.li ';a<lc, vv th fuch as may here¬ 
after bc-^'icludeii on tliis ocvdlon by y ur Majefty, may be 
effedj^ to rcduct the French Kmg to uu h a condition, that 
tiot be in his power hereafter to violate the peace of 

Chriften- 
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ChrifTendom, nor prejudice the trade and prorperity of thii 
your Majefty’s kingdom. 

To this end, we moll humbly befeech your Majefty to reft 
allured, upon this our folemn and hearty promife and engage¬ 
ment, that, when you lhall think fit to enter into a war againft 
the French King, we will give your Majefty fuch alfiftance, 
in parliamentary way, as may enable your Majefty (under 
that’proteaion and blelfirig God Almighty has ever afforded , 
you,} to fupport and go through with the fairtfe. 


His A'InjcJiy s Anfwery April 26, 1689. 

William Rex. 

T RECEiVT this addrefs as a mark of the confidence you 
have in me ; which I take very kindly, and lhall endeavour 
by all my aSions to confirm you in it. 

I alfiire yon, that my own ambition ftiall never be an argu¬ 
ment to incline me to engage in a war, that may expofe th« 
nation either to danger o/cKpenfe. 

But, in the piti'cnt cafe, 1 look tipon the war, fo much al¬ 
ready declared, in efFci\, by France againft England, that it is 
not fo properly an adl of choice, as an inevitable necellity incur 
defence. 

I lhall only tell you, that, as 1 have ventured my life, and 
all that is dear to me, to refeue this nation from what it fuffered, 
I am ready ftill to do the fame, in order to the preferving it 
from all its enemies. And, as I do not doubt of fuch an affif- 
fance from you, as ftiall be fuitablc to your advice to me, to 
declare war againft a powerful enemy ; fo you may rely upon 
me, that no part of that which you (hall give for the carrying it 
on with fuccefs, lhall be diverted by me to any other ufe. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of CommonSy June 15, 1689. 

your Majefties moll dutiful and loyal fubjeifts, the 
knights, citizens, and burgelles, in Parliament aflera- 
bled, having taken into our ferious and tender conlidcrations 
the many great fulFerings ot the proteftant nobility and gentry 
of Ireland, with their "zeal for the proteftav t^ religion, your 
Majefties fervice, the iutcreft of England in that bjngdom, and 
love to our nation, have expofed them to, whereb)'^reat num^ 
bers have been forced to fly hither, deprived of a%heir real 
eftates, as well as perfonal ; fo that they are thereby r^'icedto 
the moft prefling ncccllities, and are become great obje^s, 

compauion; 
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eonipa/Tion ; being the only body of proteflants that arc^rutncd 
by the late happy revolution, which hath wrought fo great a* 
deliverance, not only tor the reft of your Majeflies fubje£ls, 
but for all the protellant intereft in Europe ; moft heartily 
crave leave, on their behalf, to offer their deplorable condition 
to your Majeftics moft princely conlldcration. 

And whereas they arc, by rcafon of their numbers, very ap- 
prehenGve of their being and continuing a burden and charge 
to this kingdoiVt,, while they remain in fuch condition unem¬ 
ployed ; and that many of them are, for their intereft in, and 
knowledge of tliaf k in-dom, as well as cx})enencc in military 
affairs (liaving feivej there, and thereby inured to the country,) 
well qualified to ferve under your Majelly for the reducing 
thereof; and all of them prclnng and iorward for thatfervicc, 
as well as to redeem their wives, children, and friends, or re¬ 
lations, from the prefenl flawry, anti mifciable opprelTion they 
groan under : 

t. We htimbly recommend fuch of the faid nobility and 
gentry, as are fit tor miii'aiy employments, as very proper 
perfons for reducing of that kingdom'to its due obedience to the 
crown. « 

2 . 'I'hat fuch of tliem as arc not fit for fuch employments as 
your Majefty tliall have opportunity, be put into fuch civil 
employments as they arc capable of, according to their fcveral 
abilities and profefiions. 

3. For* the prefenl fnpply of the great necefliiics of the faid 
nobility and gentry of ] rel.ind, we humbly pray, that the fiiin 
of fifteen thoulantl jiounds be fortliwitb dillributed among them, 
according to a !ill of dillribution : and that, for a further and 
ftanding fund tor their tnturc fubfiilencc, until Ireland be re¬ 
duced, your Majcitics \vill be gracioully pleafed to iline forth 
your royal proclamation, requiring all papifts beyond the fcas, 
who have eftates in Engl.ind, and all proteflants that are in 
arms, or otherwife engaged in fervicc againft your Majeftics, 
if any fuch there be, to return within fomc convenient time : 
and, that the eft arcs of all fuch as lhall not give obedience 
thereunto, ftiall be feized into yourMaiefties hands for the relief 
of the nobility and gentry who arc, or lhall be, deprived of their 
eftates there. And we aic the rather induced to make this our 
litimble fuppiication 10 your Majeflies, on bwl'ialf of the faid 
mobility and g^'ry, becaufc we efleem ourfclvcs obliged to 
afford them pfeient relief and fupport, to reprefent the fpeedy 
itecovery o^he kingdom of Ireland, of great importance to this 
in all refip^s, as your Majeftics and the nation’s true intereft : 
and wgi^o humbly bcfccch you/ Majefty to take the confidera- 

the Duke of Onxiond, and his great merits and fuffer- 
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ings, Tnto. your particular and royal confideration: and that 
your Majcfty will be pleafed alfo to conlider of the reft of the 
nobility and gcntiy already fled, and daily coming from Ire« 
land, that remain unprovided for. 

And that your Majeftics favour and bounty to the faid nobi> 
lity and gentry may be dillribtted w ith the greater eafe and ad¬ 
vantage, we do humbly recommend to your Majcjly, that what 
you fliall be graciouily pleafed toatlvance for their prefent fupply 
and relief, you will be pleafed to order the fame to be paid into 
the chamber of I.ondon, or fuch other place as your Majefty 
fhall judge convenient, with as much expedition as the prefent 
urgency of your affairs will admit; to be thence,paid out for 
them refpeftivcly, with as little charge and trouble of atten¬ 
dance as may be. 


Addrefi by both Hanfcs to his A'ldjejiy^ June l8, 1689. 

your Majefty’s inoft loyal and dutiful fubje6ts, the 
Lords, fpiriuial and te:npc;ral, and Commons, in Par¬ 
liament all'enibled, hafin^ tak^n inio our confideration the 
great importance the illcs of Wight, Guernfey, and Jerfey, 
are to your Majefiy's dominions, and the great danger to which 
they arc cxpoled dining this w'ar v/iih France, do in moft 
humble manner reprefent to your ivlajcfty, that we are inform¬ 
ed that the ille of Wight may be put into a pofturc of defence 
in a finall time, and v/ith a ftnall charge. And we do humbly 
defire your Majelty would be pleafed to fend, with all expedi¬ 
tion, a fnpply of troops, proviilons, and ftorcs, to all thefo 
places ; and paiticuLniy loortlcr fomc men of war to Guernfey 
and Jeifey, that may conltantly attend there lor the better de¬ 
fence of thofe illands; and likewnfe to give fnch furllier orders 
for the fecurily of the illes of Man, Scilly, and Anglcfoy, and 
of the cinipie-ports, Milford, Pcndcr.nis, and Falmouth, and, 
all other places that lie oppofite to France and Ireland, as your 
Majefty, in your princely wifdom, lhall think fit. And we 
further defirc your Majefty to give cftcLlual order, that the ait 
for cotifining papifts wiihin five miles of their rwvn honfes, and 
the law lately made for difarming papifts and reputed papilla 
and for taking away their horfesf may be for ^iwith executed : 
and ill order thereunto that the judges may be nl jcded to give 
thefe ads in charge to the jufticcs of the peace in ^eir feveraJ 
circuits ; and particularly that they examine wheth\ any pro- 
leftants have, contrary to that ad, owned fuch lioriefc as in 
truth belong to papifts. 

We' 
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We humbly lay thefe things before your Majefty, is coit- 
ildcring them to be of great importance to the fafety of your 
Majefty’s perfon, government,' and dominions. 


His MajeJi^s m'Jl graciou'i Speechf June 29, 1689. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^T'HE time of the year being fo far advanced, and there 
**■ being fevenl ac 9 ;s vet to be palled for the fafety and fettlc- 
ment of the naiiun, I d'^firc you would expedite them as fooii 
as you can, it being ncccflhry there ibould (liortly be a recefs, 
both that I may be at liberty fo purfiie the bufinefs of Ireland 
■with all poflible vigour, and that the members of both Houfea 
may rej)air to their feveral counties, to fecure the peace, and to 
put the militia into forae better pofture. 

I am vci y fcnfible of the zeal and good affedlion, which you^ 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, have (hewed to the 
public in giving thofe fnpplies you Jiavc done already; and I 
do no't doubt, but, from the fame inducements, you will be 
ready to give more as the occafions inquire ; which, I muft 
let you know, will be fooner perhaps than you may ex- 
pe£l, bccaufe the necelfary expence of this year will much ex¬ 
ceed the films you have yet provided for it. And, that you 
may mak<* the truer judgment in that matter, I am very willing 
you Ihould fee how all the monies have been hitherto Ijfid out: 
and to that end I have commanded thofe accounts to be fpeedily 
brought to you : by which you will fee how very little of the 
revenue has been applied to any other ufe, than that of the 
navy and the land forces. 

1 mull remind you of making an eflFcdlual and timely prnvi- 
fion of tlv; money for the States of Holland ; and I dviubt iiot 
but you will take care to fee a fitting revenue fettled for my- 
fclf, 

, My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I will add no more, but to recommend earnefily to you, to 
avoid all occafions of difputc, or delay, at a time that requires 
nnion and vigour in your counfels, upon which the prefervation 
of all that is dear to us doth fo 
mife, that notbMtg (liall ever be 
contribute trt^aids it. 


much depend. And I do pro- 
wanting on my part, that may 
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Addrcjs by the Houfe t>f Commons^ July 15, 16S9. 

E, yoiir Majefty’s mort loyal and obedient fubjedls, the 
^ knights, citizens, and burgeffes, in Parliament aflem- 
bled, out of a fincere duty and affection to fupport your Majef¬ 
ty’s crown and dignity, and the fafety, honour, and welfare 
of your fubje^ls, being deeply fenfible of the deplorable condi¬ 
tion 6f your Majelly’s kingdom of Ireland, which, notwith- 
flaiiding your Majelty’s great and conllant care thereof, is, for 
the mort part, over-run by your Majeliies' declared enemies, 
the French, in conjundUon with Iri(h rebels, occalioncd, as 
we humbly conceive, by the ncgledl or ill condudl of fome 
perfons employed in the management of the affairs relating to 
that kingdom ; and to the end that wc may be enabled to give 
your Majclly fuch advice as may prevent the like mifearriages 
for the future, do mofl humbly bcfeech your Majefly, that you 
%vill be gracioufly pleafed to permit fuch members as (hall be 
appointed by this lloufe, to iiifpcdl the books of the privy 
council and Irilh committee, and all other proceedings relating 
to Ireland, from the tweiity-feventh day of December, 1688, 
to the fiiff day of June, 1689, and to*take copies of fuch orders 
and inllrudtioiis therein,*'as relate to the affairs of Ireland : a!nd 
we humbly beg leave to alfure your MajeHy, that this our ad- 
drefs proceeds from no other motive, than our hearty dclire to 
inanifeft that zc: I and duty wliich v/e fhall always retain fur 
your Majcfry’s peifon and government. 


Addrejs to his MojtJiy by the Houfe of Commons^ 
yuiy 19, i68y. 

TXTE, your Majclly’s moll dutitnl and loval fubje£ls, the^ 
' ~ Commons, in Pailiai ient jlTembleC liumbiy reprefenS 
to your Majclly’s conli'lcration ^he difrrciltd condnion of the 
protcfraiit nt>bility and gentry or you. M.iiclfv’s k-ing.lom,of 
Ireland, whole eftatf are f'ized cy ''ij pai id . lor their re- 
fufing to join with them in t ic rref ni againd your 

Majclly, u hereby tlf^y arc become dtlUiute of all means to 
fupport tht o.felves and theii rainiliir. 

We thererore make it our lu nblc petition to your Majtdy, 
that until fuch time thar tl kingdom be r^cbicyd o y "Ui Ma- 
jelly’s obedience and fubjccti n, Jivl rhey reltory to tiuir juft 
rights and itaics, your Majclly w« ;id be pbeafed V app >int 
a Turd ol credit for fuch as will li.nd money ;or th^’C' ef; 
and we (hall, with all thankfulnefs, reimbmfe ^Iftf^your 
Majclly iball aavance upon this urgent and charitablt-ofi;^ 
calion. 

Voj,. I. X Bt 
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His AlajtJlys moji gracious Speech^ OHoher 19, 1699# 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

*^''HOLJGH the lafl: fitting continued fo long, that, perhaps, 
it might have been more agreeable to you, vn relation to 
your private concerns, not to have met again fo foon ; yet the 
interelt of the public lays an ijidirpenfabie obligation iipoil me 
to call you together at this time. In your laft meeting, you 
•gave me fo many teftimonies ot your aft'e< 3 ion, as well as confi¬ 
dence in me, that 1 do not ... all qucllion, but in this I fliall 
receive frefh proofs of both. 

I efteem it one of the greateft misfortunes can befal me, that, 
in the beginning of my reign, I am forced to allc fuch large 
fupplies: though I have this fatisfaitlon, that they are delired 
for no other purpofe but the carrying on thofe wars, into which 
I entered with your advice, and allurance of your afiifiance: 
nor can I doubt of the blelling of God upon an undertaking, 
wher-cin I did not engage out of a vain ambition, but fn-m the 
necefiity of oppofing thofe, who have fo vifibly difeovered their 
defjgns of deftroying onr rdliglon and liberties. 

It is well known how far I have expofed myfclf to refeue 
this nation from the dangers that threatened not only your li¬ 
berty, but the proteftant religion in general, of which the 
Church of England is one of the greatell fupports, and for the 
defence whereof I am ready again to venture my life. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

That which I have to alk of you at prefent, is, that.... you 
think fit to give towards the cliarges of the war, for this next 
year, may be done without delay : and there is one reafon, 
i^ich more particularly obliges me to prefs you to a fpeedy 
determination in this matter ^ becaufe this next month, there 
is appointed at the Hague, a general meeting of the minillers 
^of all the princes and Hates concerned in the war againft 
" France, in order to concert the meafures for the next cam- 
t'paign: and, till 1 know your intentions, I fhall not only be 
uncertain myfclf, what refolutions to take, but our allies will 
be under the fatrie dotibts, unlefs they feu me fupported by your 
aHSHance; befitbs, if I know not in time, what you will do, I 
cannot make^<^ch provifions as will be requifitc, but fliall be 
expofed iO r^c, fame inconveniencies the next year, which are 
the caufe/ that the preparations for this were neither fo ef¬ 
fectual ’^or expeditious as was neceflary. The charge will alfo 
be co-.jiderably Icflencd by giving time to provide things in 
.•iieir proper feafon, and without confufion. I have no other 

aim 
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aim lu this, but to be In a condition to attack our enemies in f<»- 
vigon’usa manner, as, by the help of Ciotl, in alittle time, may 
bring us to a and honourable peace, by which my fub- 

jc6is may be freed Irom the extraordinary expenfes of a linger¬ 
ing war: and, that I can Invc no greater faiisfailion, than 
in contribuiing to their ealc, 1 hope I have already given proof.. 
That you may be fatistied how tlic money has been laid out, 
Avhitrh you have already given, I ha\e direriicd tlie accounts to^ 
be laid before you, uheii you think lit to call for them. 

My Lords and Cienilemcn, 

I have one thing more to recommend to you, winch is, the 
difpatch of a bill of iiulemnity, that the minds of my good fub- 
jecls being quieted, wc may all uniinimonily concur to promote 
the welfare and honour of the kingdom. 


Addrefs hy the H'mfe oj Commens t3 his Alnjijly., Nov, I9, 1689. 

your Majeily’s mail dutiful fiibjedls, the Commons, in 
Parliament aileinbled, heingdiiled with the deepclf and 
mod linccrc aifcclion .^o your Majelfy’s royal pcrfoii, and out 
of the mod tender regard to your Majefty’s and your people’s 
fafety, and the honour of your government, do mod humbly 
icprefeiit to your ivlajclfy the extreme danger vve conceive the 
natioji and ymir Majedy’s affairs to be in, by the employment 
of perfon.s in the greated triid, who arc fo far from being 
fiithtnl to your Majedy’s and your people’s intcrcll, that they 
have corruptly and trcacheroully endeavoured the dellrudfion, 
of bfjth : elpfcially Mr. John Shales, who was made comrnif- 
fary-general of the provilions for your Majedy’s army in 
Ireland, notvviilidanding lie was notorioufly known to be po- 
piflily adecled, and to have ferved the late King James as his 
coinnuflary. 'I’hc mifehiefs which have happened by the em¬ 
ployment of this man are very great, ami of Inch a nature, as, 
without God’s infinite mercy to your Majcriy and this nation, 
might entirely have defeated your Majcfly’s good intentions,, 
and ihc efFcdt of the refoliitions of iliis Hoiife, in order to the 
mincing of Ireland to its due <»bcdience to your Mujclty. In 
|)articular, when that experienced General, Duke Schomber^ 
went, by your Majedy’s command, into tjeland; he left 
ilrift orders for the fpcedy tranfjiorting the ordiia. and horfe, 
defigncd for tl»e fervice of that kingdom : and it I^leafed God 
t6 blcfs his fird attempts to that degree, that, if thc^’(gid orders 
had been executed, your Majedy’s adairs in Ireland i<id been 
in a. much better podure than they now are. But tlTsf*»% 4 d 
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Commlflary Shales, partly to fatisfy his own covetoufncfc, and 
partly out of difaffcdtion to your Majefty’s fervice, did delay 
the execution of the faid orders for feveral weeks; by reafon 
whereof your Majefty’s forces Avcre not only difabled for pur- 
fuing the advantages they had gained upon the enemy, but were 
alfo neceflitalcd to encamp at Dundalk, which occalioncd the 
lofs of fome thoufands of your Majefty’s fubjeefs. Whertiore, 
wc the knights, citizens, and burgefles, in Pasliamcnt'af- 
fcmbled, do moft humbly defire, that your Majefly would be 

f racioiilly pleafcd to let this Hoiifc know who recoinmetu'ocl 
'ommilfary Shales to yourMajefty, and advifed his being t n- 
ployed, to the end that we may be the better enabled to olf.M to 
your Majcfty fuch liumble advice, as may tnid to the preferva- 
tion of your Majefty’s royal perfon and government. 


His Alajejly's MeJJage to the Hotife of Commons^ Nov, 30, 1689, 

William Rex. ^ 

■LJIS Majefty having already declared his refoliitions to profe- 
cute the war in Ireland with the utmoft vigour; and being 
delirous to ufe the means that may be iholl fatisfadbery and ef- 
fedlual in order to it, is gracioudy pleafed tliat this Honfc 
do recommend a number of perfons, not exceeding feven, to 
be commiilioned by hjs Majefty to take care of the provi- 
iions, and fuch other preparations as fliall be neceflary for that 
fervice. 

His Majefty is further pica fed to let the Houfe know, tliat, 
upon confideration of the addrefs of the eleventh of November, 
|ie gives them leave to nominate fome pciTons to go over into 
-Ireland, to take an account of the numbi r of the army there, 
and the ftate and condition of it, who ihall receive his Majefty’s 
orders accordingly. 


Addrefs to his Mffy by the Houfe of Commons^ Nov. 1 1, 1689. 

your Maji'fly’s moft dutifnl and lopl fubjedls the Com¬ 
mons, i:i tliis prefent Parliamenr, aliemb.cd, having a due 
fenfeofthe eminent virtues andmeritsof their Royal Bighneiles 
the Prince and ^IPrincefs Anne of Denmark, and how inftru- 
mental they liTii/e'bccn in contributing to your Majefty’s glorious 
fuccefs in late happy revolution, do unanimouily befeech 
your Majivty to make a provifion for the Prince and Princefs 
Anne 9^* Denmark, of fifty.thoufand pounds in the whole, for 
tbe^ear, beginning at Chriftmas next; and that your Majefty 
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will be plcafed to direct the fame to be elTeiElually paid to the 
Prince and Princefs Anne of Denmark, by equal portions, at 
the four molt ufual quarterly days of payment. 


udddrefs by the Houfe of Commons, December ii, 1689. 

your Majefty’s mod dutiful fubjeds the Commons, in 
Parliament aflembled, liavc ferioufly taken into our 
confidcralion the dale of the nation ; and being deeply fen- 
fiblc of the ill condinfl of public ad’iirs, and the unhappy fuc» 
cefs of them, as well in reference in Ireland, as to your Mai- 
jedy’s armies and fleet ; do think ourfelvcs obliged, in duty to 
your M.ijcliy, and in dlfchar:;c of the trud repofed in us by 
tliofe wc reprefent, molt humbly to lay before your Majedv 
the wrong that hath been done to your Majclty and your 
people; and the prrfent imminent danger of this kingdom, 
amU of all your Majedy’s protellanl fubjec^ls i from the want 
of a{)ility or integrity in tliofe who hvive had the diredlion of* 
the faid affairs, and by W'hofe advice, not only the reducing 
of Ireland has been obflru£tcd, but the trearur(r of this king¬ 
dom waded, and ;lic lives of many brave foldicrs and able 
fcamcn loft, without any fuch fuitable efFe£l as might reafon- 
ably have been cxpedlctl. 

We cannot but rcfledl, with the utmod grief, upon the 
negle£l of relieving Ireland during the firft months of your 
Majedy’s adminillruiion, wdicn your Majedy’s miniders did 
not ufe fuch efleilual means as were apparently ncccfl'ary to 
have prevented a war in the Ativl kingdom. And when the 
Earl of Tyrconncl had levied forces to opprefs and dellroy 
your Majedy’s protedant fubje^ls, neither men, money, nor 
arms were, for a long time, fent to enable them to defend 
thcmfclvcs and their country: infomuch that, without men¬ 
tioning other particulars, fcvcral thoufands of them perifhed 
miferably in the town of Londonderry for want of timely fiic- 
cour ; and when, after many neglefts and delays, an army 
was appointed for Ireland, neceffary provifions were wanting, 
and matters fo ordered, that the endeavours of your Pailla- 
ment, and the fupplics granted for that fervice, proved inef- 
fedual; at the fame time that many fuch experienced officers, 
as were known to be enemies to your Maj- dy and your go¬ 
vernment, were fuffered to go beyond the fcas, v' liere they en- ‘ 
tered into the late King James’s fervice, and havd^^ fmee that 
time, been his chief inllruments for carrying on ihe war in 
Ireland. ^ ^ 
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I’lie mlfcarriagcs, in rctVn rioe to the fleet, have been 

defhndive to your I'Klajclty’s and yonr people's intcreil ajf 

Ihofe in the army \ many ot your Majclly s fubjeds have been 

ruined, and others greatly damaged in their eflatcs, hy the 

want of ftation fliips and convoy.^; arui feme fea officers, 

whofc duty it was to ha\c e'onvoy.d ilu- Oilps of I'.nglifh fub- 

jeds, exuded money from mcirhunls, av.d unneceirarily pu-lT'eil 

their men \ by svluch means trade ua> difeouraged, yonr Ma- 

jefty’s culfoms diininifin d, and m uw (,i yonr loyal Tubjeds 

impoveridied: your Maji-ilvV fheV \',ns al!o i> rved with tJii- 

wholcfome and corru[Ued proMuons, whit^h l auud the death of 

nianv of vour bell fcamcn, and has deterred manv others from 
•? ' '' ^ 
the fert'ee- 

It \v;!I be too tedious to mulliplv indanccs of mlfearriages 
atid ill condud in your Majeity's ai'air;-, ihro\'';h the ill ad\iee 
thofe who have undertaken tlte man:;gcnii_nt of them, to 
which llic fuccels m all points tin.-, been ant\\<'rahlc. 

Onr remedy, under God, eoniids in your Majefly’s wifdom 
and affedion to yottr pe.’ple, wliiuh, ve doubt not, will in¬ 
cline your Maicffy to hciykcn to the ail. iec f)l u.s, your duti¬ 
ful Commons, who do moll hum.blv bif’ch your fvlajeily to 
take the abovefaid matters into yttur ro.,:'i-jLiaii(in ; and, in 
your great wifdom, to examine itito, atid tnul out the authoifs 
of, mifearriage:;; and to appoint atfair.'^ to be managed by 
perfons unfnfpcded, and more to the lai'cty of your ^Jajcfly, 
and the latisfadiun of your fubjeels. 


H:s AJtijtjiys rnojl ^^uicloits S[>ct'cJy M^u ih UO, 1690. 

My Lords aud Geniiemen, 

T AM vefolved to leave iioiliing un^.ttcmpud on my part, 
which may contribute to tiie j’taec and piol'pcriiy of tins 
nation : and, finding my pretlnce in Ireland will be abfediUely 
neceHary for the nurre fpeeclv reducing of that kingdom, I C(*n- 
tinue mv refoiution of gui;.g thiilier as foon as may he : and I 
have now called you tog- ttier lot your atiillance, to enable me 
to profeente that m wit)! Ipced and vigour: In which I alhire 
myfelf of yonr clneiuil concurrence, being a work fo ncccHary 
for yotir own f.ufties. 

In order to/ltiV, 1 defirc you wi'l fortliwirh make a fcttlcmcnt 
of the rc ve ijirte ; and I cannot doubt, hut you v.ill therein have 
as much regard for the lionour and dignify of the monarchy 
in my h'^tids, as hath been lately fhewed to tilhcrs: and I have 
fo, gte.’at confidence in jmu, ilvat if no quicker or more conve- 

iiieut can be found tor the railing of ready money (^without 




( 3 ” ) 

wlucB the fervice Cannot be performed) I (liall be very well con- 
tent, for the prefent, io have it made hich a fund of credit, as 
may be ufeful to yourfelves, as well as me, in this conjimdlure; 
not having the lealt apprehenfion's, but that you will provide 
for the taking off all fuch anticipations as it lhall happen to 
^'all under. 

It is fufficiently known, how earneftly I have endeavoured 
to extinguilh, or at Icalt compofc, all differences amongrt my 
fubjecU ; and, to that end, how often have 1 recommended 
an adi of indemnity to the lall Parliament! but fincc that 
part of it, which related to the preventing of private fuits, 
is already enabled ; and becaufc debates of that nature mull* 
take up more ot your time than can now be fpared, from the 
difpatch of ihofe other things which are abfolutely necelfary 
for our common fafet) ; 1 intend to lend you an art of grace, 
with exceptions of fomc tew peilons only, but fuch as may 
be fulTicient to ihevv my great dillike of their crimes; and, at 
the fame lime, my readinefs to exte.iul jin'lertion to all my 
other fubjerts ; who will thereby fee, that they can tlicreby re¬ 
commend thcmfelvcs to me by no other nuthods thr.n what the 
laws preferibe; whicli lhall always be the only rules of ray 
jjovcrnmetu. 

A farther rcafon, which indneeth me to fend you this art, 
at this time, is, becaufc I am defirous to leave no colour of 
excufe to any of my fubjerts, for the raifing of difturbances 
in the government, and cfpccially in the time of ray abfence: 
and I fay this, both to inlorm you, and to let fome ill-afferted 
men fee, that' I am not unacejnainted, how bufy they are in 
their prefent endeavours to alter it. 

Amongrt otlier encouragements which I find they give thcm¬ 
felvcs, one of the ways by wdiii li they hope to compafs their 
dcligns, is, by creating dirtcrence* and difagicements in your 
councils; vvhich, I hope, you will be very careful to prevent: 
for, be afliired, that our greatert enemies can have no better 
inrtruments for their pnrpolcs, than thofe who lhall any ways 
endeavour to dilluih or delay your fpeedy and unanimous pro¬ 
ceeding upon thefe nccelTary matters. 

I muft recommend alfo to yoiT conlideration au union with 
Scotland. I do not mean it Ihould now be entered upon: 
but they having propofed this to me fome lime (ince, and the 
Parliament tlicrc having nominated commirti'oricrs lor that pur- 
pofe, I Ihould be glad that commiilioners im/ht alfo be no¬ 
minated here to treat with them, and to fee If fuch terms 
could be agreed on, as might be for the benefit of bo’h nation*; 
fo as to be ready lo be prd’entetl to you in,fome future 

X 4 - 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have thought it moft convenient to leave the adminiflra- 
fion of the government in the hands of the Qiicen during my 
abfence ; and, if it fliall be judged neceflary to have an 
parliament for the better confirmation of it to her, I dclire 
you would let fuch an one be prepared, to be prefented to mct 
I have this only to add, that the fcaft)n of the year, and 
my journey into Ireland, will admit of but a very fhort fcflion; 
ib that I mufl; recommend to you the making fuch difpatch, 
that we may not be engaged in debates when our enemies (hall 
be in the field: for the fucoels of the var, and the more 
thrifty management of it, will both principally depend upon 
your fpeedy refolutions : and I hope it will not be long before 
we fliall meet again, to perfed what the time will not now 
allow to be done. 


His MajeJlys mojl gracious Speech, May 23, 1690. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE have had fuch aflurance ofi your good afFedions to 

me, that I come now to thank you ; and particularly fur 
the fupplies you have given me : the fcafon of the year is fo 
far advanced, that I can no longer delay my going into Ire¬ 
land i and therefore I think it neceflary to have an adjourn¬ 
ment of the Parliament. 

And although it fliall be but to a fliort day, yet, imlcfs fome 
great occafion require it, (of which you fliall have due notice) 
I do not intend you fliall fit to do Ijufinefs until the winter '^ 
and I hope, by the blelltiig of God, we then lliall have a 
happy meeting. 

In the mean time, I recommend to you the difeharge of 
your duties in your relpeClive counties, that the peace 0? the 
nation may be fecured by your vigilance and care in your - 
veral flatiuns. 


His Alajfjiys moj gracious Speech, OHober 2, 1690, 

My Lords and Cjentlcmen, 

CINCE I laft met you, I have ufed my beft endeavours to 
reduce |i-eland into fuch a condition this year, as that it 
night be no longer a charge to England ; and it has pleafed 
3 od to^ blefs my endeavours with fuch fuccefs, that I doubt 
tot. bat 1 ihould have been fully DOilelfcd of that kingdom by 

this 
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this had I been enabled to have gone into the field as foon 
as I Ihould have done ; and, as is more cfpccially necefli|ry in 
Ireland, where the rains are lb great, and begin fo early. 

I think myfelf obliged to take notice, how well the army 
there have behaved themfclves on all occafions, and borne great 
hardlhips with little pay ; and with fo much patience and wii- 
lingnefs, as could not proceed but from an aifedVionate duty to 
my fcrvice, and a zeal for the protcllant religion. 

I have already made it evident, how much I have preferred 
the fatisladlion of my fubjcdls before the molt folid advantages 
of the crown, by parting with fo confidcrable a branch of its 
inheritance: and it is no lels apparent, that I have alked no 
revenue for niyfelf, but what 1 have readily fubjedfed to be 
charged to the nfes of the war. 

I did, at my departure, give order for all the public accompts 
to be made ready for me agaiiill my return ; and 1 have com-, 
manded them to be laid before the Houfe of Commons: by 
which they will fee, that the real want of what was neceiTary 
beyond the funds given, and the not getting, in due time, that 
for which funds were allighed, have been the principal caufes 
why the army is in fo much arrtar of their pay, and the 
llores, both for the navy and the ordnance, not fupplied as 
they ought to be. 

Now, as 1 have neither fpared my perfon nor my pains to 
do you all the good 1 could; fo I doubt not, but if you will as 
cheerfully do your parts, it is in your power to make both me 
and yourfclvcs happy, and the nation great; and, on the other 
hand, it is too plain, by what the French have let you fee fo 
lately, that, if the prefeut war be not profccuu d with vigour, 
no nation in the world is expofed to greater danger. 

I hope therefore, there will need no more upon that fubje^f, 
than to lay before you, Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
the ftate of what will be ncceHary for the fupport of the fleet 
and armies, which cannot poflibly admit of being lellened in 
the year enfuing ; and to recommend to your care the clearing 
of my revenue, fo as to enable me to fublill, and to maintain 
the charge of the civil lift ; the revenue being fo engaged, that 
it mult be wholly applied, after the flrfl: of November next, 
to pay olF the debts already charged upon it: and, therefore, a 
prefent conlideration mult be had of the arrears of the army, 
which fhall likewife be laid before you ; and for all which I 
mull delire a fufficient and timely fupply. 

It is further neceflary to inform you, that the whole fupport 
of the confederacy abroad will abfolutely depend u|>on th|B 
Jpeed and vigour of your proceedings in this fellion. 

And 
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And here 1 muft take notice, with great fatisfaflion of the 
Kcadinefs which my fubjefts, of all degrees, have Ihewn both 
in this city, and in their fcveral countries, by giving their 
alliflances fo cheerfully as they did in my abience, while tlie 
French liect was upon our coalls; and, belidcs this fo con¬ 
vincing mark of the good inclinations of my people, 1 have 
found, through all the C{)uritji( s vvltcre l pail'cd, l)f>tli at my 
going into Ireland, and in my n'iiirn from thence, fnch dejuon- 
ftrations of their aifrtilit/n'-, liiai J liave nut the lead doubt but 
1 (hall find tlie lame fiom their reprefenlalive.s in Parliament. 

1 cannot conclnde, without tahing nc/tice alfo, lu>'>v much 
the honour of tht miioii has been CAjjored by tiic ill ccuduil 
ot my fleet in tin; lall fummei’s engagemctit againli: the I' rcnch; 
and I think niylelf fo minli ci.iu'caned to fee it ^indicated, 
that I cannot icll fatislied lili an example has been made of 
fuch as fliall be toiiiid l.mlty upon tlicir cxaminatitni and trial: 
•which was not pradlieablc while the whole ileit was abroad; 
but is now put into the proper ivay of being ditue as foon as 
may be. 

My Lords and (icntVnncn. 

I look upon the future well-being of this king lorn to de- 
pet|icl upon ll;e remit ot yoiir connfels and determinations at 
this lime ; and the bcncHt will be double by the fpced of your 
Tcfolutions, infoni'ich, that 1 hope you \^ili agree with me in 
4 his concluiion, tliat whoct er goes about to ed)ilnict or diteri 
your applications to thefe mutters, preferably to all others, can 
neither bt my friend, nor the kingdom’s. 


Two Add) rjjcs by t'.c Cfjmmcns^ Oriohtr i6k^o. 

I'o the klNfj. 

May it plcufe your Maiefly, 

■T^E, your Majefty’s moH; dutiful and loyal fubjci'^s, tins 
^ Commons, all'embled in Parliament, do beg leave humbly 
to reprefent to your Majtily, the grateful fenfe we have of that 
imparalleled goodnefs and temh-r atrevflion to your people; 
which, for the refeuing your kingdom of Ireland from a ty¬ 
rannous and foreign yoke, and eaiing your fuhjedls of this 
kingdom of the excc/live charge of a •lingering war, did induce 
you to imaertake a ha/.ardous voyage, and too freely to expofe 
to all the dangers of -war, that invaluable life, upon which tlie 
whple proteftant iniercll, and the coaimon liberty of Europe, 

does 



. t 3'5 ) 

does fo much depend. It Is next, under God, to your conduA 
and example, that we mull: afcribe the luccefs of the expedi¬ 
tion ; and to which we imift owe our hopes of the fpecdy and 
entire redi!(?km of that kingdom, and of feeing ourfelvcs in a 
condition to make your ’enemies fcndble of the llrength and 
power of Ejighind, under a King who knows and nurfues its 
intered. W't do, trom the botli'in of our lu arts, congratulate 
your Majefly’s fijce''r% and your return to your people; who 
are unaiiimouHy p'-ifiiad'd, that their peace, Iccurity, and 
happinefs, are boimd up in your fafety : and w'e do, in the 
name of all t!ie Commons ol Kugland, alfure your Vlajelly, 
that we will Ik* e\cr ready to allilt your M.ijelty to the uimod 
ot our power ; and, as the belt and tii;clt v/ay of exprclling 
our gratitude, will endeavour cftcilually to fupport your go¬ 
vernment againit ull your enemies. 


To the QUEEN. 

May it plcafa your .\faj(*ll.y, 

your Pvlajelly’j molt dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
' ' Commons, in Parliament aliembled, do moll humbly 
beg leave to cxpicls the deep Icnfc we have* of that goodnefs, 
wiidom, and courage, which your Majclty did mauitell in the 
greatell dllKculijes and molt prelling tlangers, during his Ma»- 
jelly’s abl'cnee, at a time when a powerful enemy was upon 
our coall; wlicn the nation was weakened in that part which 
is its proper Itrengdi, and de'prived ot the Iccurity ot his Ma- 
jelty’s prefence : the rerolutiOn your M ijclty lliewed in your 
adminiflratioi’., gate life to your lubjedts, and made them exert 
a llrength and force unknown lo former leigns : and yonr zeal 
tor the pulrlic fncmiragtd tlicm to Ihew fuch chcerfulncfs in 
their duty, as dil.ippointed the hopes and deligns of all the 
open and fecret enemies of the government: the grateful re- 
niernbrance of this (which reiievts the memory of our moll 
happy times) will for ever remain in tiic hearts of your peo¬ 
ple ; and can never fail to be expreHed in all in (lances of loy¬ 
alty and obedience from us, and all the Cominoirs of England, 


flis Miijt'Jlyi mojl grac\ou% Speech, December 20, 169O. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T MUST repeat lo yotij upon this occalion, how* fcnfible I 
^ am of yonr good atfedlions to me, and of your fincere en¬ 
deavours to promote the true intcrell of your country in conv> 

tinuing 
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iinuing to proviJc further fupplies towards dtfraying tfed 
charges of the war: and as I am very fecure, that you will 
not fail, on your part, to do all that fhall be nccelfary, in order 
to that end ; fo 1 allure you, I lhall not be wanting, on mine, 
to fee that there be a diligent and ll:ri£l application of the fup¬ 
plies you give me, to thofc ufcs only, tor which you intend 
them. 

I have lately told you, that the pofture of affairs abroad 
•would not admit of deferring my journey to the Hague much 
■beyond this time ; and 1 put you in mind of it again now, in 
hopes that conlideration will prevail with you, to ufe all pof- 
fible flii'patcl! in what flill remains to be done, for the more 
vigorouf. piofecution of the war. 

• I mn'l not conclude without mentioning to you, Gcntlenien 
of the Houfe ot ’L’oinnuins, that, if fome annual provifion 
could be made for the augmenting of the navy, and building of 
fome new Ihips of war, it would be a very ncceflary care, at 
this time, both for the honour and fafety of the nation. 


His Mujijiys mojl gracious Spcccb^ ’January 7 ^^ 1691. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TJTAVING lately told you, that it would be necelfary for me 
t'>go into Holland much about this time, 1 am very glad 
to find that the fuccefs of your endeavours to bring this feilion 
to j happy conclulion has been fuch, that I am now at liberty 
to do it: and 1 return you my hearty thanks for the great dif- 
patch you have made in finilhing t!ie fiipplics you have defigned 
for carrying on the war: which lliall be my care to fee duly 
and pi n^hia'.lv applied for that fervicc which you have given 
them. And 1 do likcwife think it proper to alliirc yon, that 
I dial I not make any grant of the forfeited lands in F.ngVand 
or Ireland, till there be another opportunity of fettling that 
matter in Parliament in fuch manner as fhall be thought moll 
expedient. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

As I have reafon to be very well fatisfied with the proofs 
you have given me of your ; ^.- .1 affeiSlion in this feilion ot 
Parliament, fo I promife inyfelt ihe continuance ol the fame at 
your return into your feveral countries: and as every day pro¬ 
duces flill frefh inltances of the rcftlelThefs of our enemies both 
at home and abroad, in defigning againll the profperity of this 
• nation and. the government cflablilhcd ; fo 1 do not doubt but 
that the union and good correfpondence between me and my 

Parliament, 
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Parliament, and my carncft and conllant endcavonrs for your 
prcfervation on the one hand, joined with the continuance of- 
your zeal and affedlion to fupport me on the other, will, by 
the bleiring of God, be at all limes too ftiong for the utmoil 
malice and contrivance of our common enemies. 


Hn Aiajcjiy i moji gracious Speechi O£iobtr i6qi. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE appointed this meeting of Parliament, as foon as ever 

the affairs abroad would admit of my return into England, 
that you might have the more time to conlidcr of the bell and 
moll effedlij J ways and means for the carrying on of the war 
againll France this next year. 

I am willing to hope, that the good fuccefs with which it 
hath plekfcd God to blefs my arms in Ireland this fummer, will 
not only be a great encouragement to yon to proceed the more 
cheerfully in this work ; but will be looked upon by you as an 
carncll of future fucceffes,*which your timely alhltancc to me 
may, by God’s blciling, procure to*us all: and, as 1 do not 
doubt, but you will takif care to pay the arrears of that army, 
which hath been lb deferving and fo profperous in tlie redjicc- 
ment of Ireland to a peaceable condition, fo, Ido affure you, 
there fhall no care be wanting, on my part, to keep that king¬ 
dom, as far as it is poHiblc, from being burdenfomc to England 
for the future. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I do not doubt but you arc all fenfiblc, that it will be ne- 
eelfary w'c fhould have as ftrong a fleet next year, and as early 
at lea, as \vc had this fummer: and I mull tell you, that the 
great power of France will as ncccllarily require, that we 
lliould maintain a very conliderable army, ready upon all OQ- 
caiions, not only to defend ourfclves from any infult, but alfo 
to annoy the common enemy, wliere it may be moil ienfible to 
them ; and I do not fee how it is poflibic to do this with left 
than lixty-five ihoufand men. 

I fliall only add, that by the vigour and difpatch of your 
counfels, and afiiflance to me in this feflion of Parliament, you 
have now an opportunity in ]^our hand 'which, if negleiled, 
you can never rcafonably hope to fee again); not only to ella- 
blilh the future quiet and profperity of thefe kingdoms, but the 
peace and fecurity of all Europe. 


Tm 
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Hwa AddreJJcs to his Alajefly by the Houft r,f CommonSy 
Oi^iohct 28, 1691. 

May it plcafcyour moft cxcdltint Majfrty, 

your Majcfiy's rnt)fl loyal fubteris the Commons of 
^ ' Knylund, iii Parliament ajTcmblt‘(i> do, vith all dutj and 
cheerfuliicfs, conoialulatc youi Majeltv's fafe return int« this 
your kingdom, alter the n)anv haz,.m.s to which y. u have ex- 
pofed your facred perfoii; as alio the fu eefs ot your arms in 
Ireland. Our prayers anti willies are, that Aln ighty God 
will fo profper your Majefty’s future cnltrpr;^es, that they 
may at length cfFicl an htuioiirable and laltii i; peace to your 
own dominions, and the fecurity of your in i .'hhours, from the 
injuries and invafions of the comiv.on oppreifor: and . . crave 
leave to join our hopes to thoi"; of ytiur rv 4 ajct(v, that the vic¬ 
tories of the lall ftimmcr are happy piefagcs tl'.at fo it tvill be : 
and, as the bell means we can coniiibutc to thefc good ends, 
■we are refolved to Hand by, and ailiH your MajLily to the 
utmoH of our power, in carrying on a vigorous war agalnit 
France. 


May it pleafe your inOft excellent Majefly, 

TXTE, your Majefty’s mofl: dnlilnl fubjeils, the Commons 
in Parliarrient alTemblcd, l.uir.bly bcfcecli yi'iur Majtlty 
to accept our moH heaity and iinjei;;ued acknowledgments of 
yesur prudent care in the admieiilraiion of the government, 
whilft his Majelly expofed his facred perfon abroad for the 
fafety of his people, and the common intereft of Chrillendom ; 
during whofe ablVuce, nothing could alford us fo much com* 
fort as your Majelly’s royal protedbion, and your conllarit en¬ 
deavours for the benefit and fecurity of your people ; of which 
our hearts abound with a moll grateful ftnfe : and we beg 
leave to exprefs it, by alTuring your Majelly, that nothing fliall 
ever be warding on our part uliicli may demonllratc our zeal 
for your Majclly’s b-rvice, or which may any ways contribulQ 
to the honour and happinefs of your icign. ' 


Mis A'fajijly s tno/} gracious Speech, December 1691. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T MUST not lofe this occafion of returning you my hearty 
thanks for the great proofs you continue to give me, of 
your zeal and refolution to fopport and allift me in ilic vi¬ 
gorous 



( 319 ) 

goroiis •proC.nilinn of the Avar agalnft France next year: and, 
1 ailnrc you, it lhall be my grcatell care, that the alliftanccs- 
you giv'.- uie may he fo applied, as to render them the moft 
elfetfiiKil f’orihi ads you deligu tiiein; but 1 mult take notice 
to you, at rlie hurie tiru-, -vviiii ibuie trouble, that the new year 
is already come, while out preparatious for it are not only 
more !‘.u'kv'ard, bur tiud'e ol lur enemies, as vve have reafon 
to iliiuk, in juater forwardnefs tiiau they were the hill year* 
I find myfc’i tlu-refoic ncccifitated, from this confidcration, 
nu)(l earuellly l-; iv.co..imond to you, Gentlenun of the Houfe 
of CoiiuTioU', >he iuillcuing of fuch further fiippUes as you 
ticfigii to enable me ivilli lor the profecution of the war. 

ATy I.Olds and Gentlemen, 

Th( / a!ou being fo far adtanced, this prefent fellions can¬ 
not admit of a much longer eoiuinuance: and therefore, I 
mull recommend to you the difpatch of all fuch other bills 
alfo, as you liiull judge necelfary tor the public good. 


His Miijef.yh meji ^^acioxis SpaeJj, FcHuary 24* 1692. 

Aly Lords and Gentlemen, 

T RETULN my hearty thanks to you all for the great demon- 
llratioits you have given me of your afFe£tions in this fef- 
fions ; and of your zeal for the fupport of the government. 

And I mult thank you. Gentlemen of the Houfc of Com¬ 
mons, in particular, for the great fupplics you have granted for 
the profecution of the war : I alUirc you, I lhall lake care fo to 
dirpofe of the money you have given me for the public occa- 
fions, as that the whole nation may be entirely fatisfied with the 
application of it. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T think it proper to acquaint you wdth my intentions of going 
beyond fca very fpcedlly ; which, I am afraid, have been al¬ 
ready retarded more than is convenient for the prefent pofturc 
of arfbirs: and, upon that account, 1 think it necelfary to put 
an end to this prefent meeting; the fcafon of the year being 
now fo very far advanced, that it may prove of the laft ill con-» 
fequence to continue it any longer. 


Hit 
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His Mttjejiys moji gracious Speech, November 4, 1692. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM very glad to meet yon again in Parliament, where I have 
"*■ an opportunity of thanking you for the great fupplics you 
have given me for the profeention of this war: and 1 hope, by 
your advice and afliilance, which has luver failed me, to'take 
liich meafures as may be moll proper for fupporting our com¬ 
mon intereft againft the excellive power of France. 

We hav? great rcafon to rejoice in the h.ippy victory, which, 
by the blelTing of God, wc obtained at fea : and 1 with I could 
tell you, that tlie fuccefs at land lud been anfwcrable to it: I 
am fure, my own fubjedls had fo remarkable a part in both, 
that their braveiy and courage mult ever be remembered to 
their honour. 

The French arc repairing their lolfcs at fea with great dili¬ 
gence ; and do defign to augment their land forces conlider- 
ably againft the next campaign : w'liich makes it abfolutely ne- 
ccifary for our fafety, that, at leaft, as great a force be main¬ 
tained at fea and land, as Vk'C had the lall year ; and therefore 1 
muft alk of you, Gentkmeu tjf tlic Houfc of Commons, a fup- 
ply fuitable to fo great an occal'ion. 

I am very fenlible how Iie;'\y this charge is upon my peo¬ 
ple : and it extremely afflicts me, that it is not pofliblc to be 
avoided, without expoilng ourfclves to inevitable ruin and de- 
ilrudion. 

The inconvenience of fending out of the kingdom great fums 
of money for the payment of the tioop*; abroad, is indeed very 
confiderable: and 1 fo much wifh it could be remedied, that, 
if you can fuggeft to me any methods foi the fnpport of them, 
which may leflcn this inconvi nieiKe, I iliall be ready to receive 
them with all the fain fa el ion imaginable. 

My Lords and (ienllcmen, 

None can defirc more tl an T do, that a defeent fhould be 
tnade into France; and iheMefr-re, notwitl/ianding the difap- 
pointments of that dofign tins laft fnmioj;, I iprend toattemjH 

the next year with a mu. !i mo e ci'nliJerable force: and, fo 
ibon'as I ftiall be enabled, all pofliblc care and application Ihall 
be ufed tow aids it. 

And, upon this occafion, I cannot omit taking notice of 
that fignai deliverance which, hy the gOf>d providence of God, 
we received the bit fpring, to the dib-ipointinciii aii lcon^’ fton 
of our enemies dcligns and expeelation:. '^I'his has fufhc.ently 
(hewn us, how much wc aic expofed to the- atlcmpts.of France, 

while 
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while tRat King is in a coiufltion ‘o make them: let us tlieie- 
fore improve the advantage we have at this time, of being 
joined v.ith molt of the princes and hates of Europe, againil 
fo-dangerous an enemy. In this fiircly all men will agree, who 
have any love for their country, or any zeal for our religion, 
I cannot therefore doubt, but you will cou'iuue to fiipp*>rt me 
in this war agalidt the declared enemy of lids nation j and 
that you will give as fpeedy difpateh to the nlfaii. before you, 
as the iiaiiiic and importance of them will ailinit ; that our 
lutparatiohs may be timely and cfFedtual, fur the prefervation 
of ail that'is dear and valuable to us. 1 am fure 1 can hav'fc no 
intereft but w bat is yoiir’s; we have tfic fame religion to de¬ 
fend ; and you cannot be moie concerned lor the piefervation 
of your liberties and properties than 1 am, that you Ihoiild al¬ 
ways remain in the iull p'olll-llion of them ; lor 1 have no aim 
but to make you a I’-ippy people. 

Hitlicrto i Inive u. vcr f;.artd to expofe my <i'.vn p.jrfvin for 
the good and weh le of ti’i, nation; aivl I am lo llnllble of 
your good ad* to me, that I lhall conitime lo do fo with 

great cheertulnefs, upon al! *occalh>ns wlierein I may contribute 
to the luaioui and luivantagcbf Enghuid. 


Two Addre£cs by the HjuJc of CumnyjtiSi Nj-jctnbcr ii, 169a. 

To the KING. 

May it pleafe your Majtdy, 

Iv 

TITE, your Majelly’s moll uuiirul and loyal fubjeiSls, the 
Commons, in Parliament alleiiibled, do beg leave to pay 
Our moll liumble acknowledgments to your Majclly for your 
moll gracious fpeech to both 'Houles, at the opening of this 
feliion; wherein your Majelly Ihc’’.s fo much atfc(?lion to your 
fubjcdls, in taking notice of their bravery and courage, both by 
fea and larid ; and expredcs that fcnfible concern for the 
charges on your pvople, and that tender regard for the prefer- 
vation of our religion, liberties, and properties, as rnuU ever 
be remembered with gratitude by all your faithful fubjcdls. 

We do likewlfc, with all thankfulnefs, acknowledge thd 
favour and biclTing of God in relloring your Majclly in fafety 
to your people, alter the many hazards and dangers to whicli 
you pxpofed your facred perfon ; that there might be nothing 
wanting on your part to oppofc the ambitious defigns of our 
enemies, and to maintain the honour of England, and the li¬ 
berties of Europe. 

Vet. I. Y Wc 
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We do alfo, in a particular manner, congratulate your deli¬ 
verance from the fecrcl and open defigns, which the malice of 
your enemies had formed agaiiill you. 

And we do aifureyour Majcfly, that this Jloiife will always 
advife and ainfl your Majcfly in the fupporling of your go- 
vcrnuicnt againll all your enemies. 


To ll;o QUMlN. 

IVIay it jileaf'e your Majefiy, 

Tj^E, your loyal and obedicni fuhjcc.l''-, the Commons, .u’- 
(einhlcd in Palliameut, do beg leave to present to your 
Majcfly our mofl humitle and thankful aeknowlcdgiuenls, for 
your gracious and prudent adrniniflration of the govcrnnieut, 
whilll his Maicily was hazarding his royal ptiTou ahioad 
againlt the declared enemy of onr religion, and our tialiou. 
At a time wlicn the grcatcll part of Europe was fufreriiig the 
mifcrable clfcdts of war, we, your Majelly's fubjccls, under 
your aufpicious reign, enjoyed the blellings of peace at home ; 
and not only received a lignai dellveraure from a bold and cruel 
defign, formed and profcciitcd for our dcflruclion, when it was 
jufd ready to be executed ; but faw your Majelly’s fleet return 
with fo complete and glorious vicluiy, as is not to be equalivd 
in any former age, and can never be forgotten by podcrity. 
We do humbly bcfecch your Majcfly to accept of this affu- 
rance from your mofl duiitul fubjedfs, that the grateful feuft' 
we have of our happlncis under your government, fliall be aU 
W'ays nianifefled in conflant rcrurus of duty and obedience, and 
a firm refolution to.ilo all that is in our power to render your 
reign fecurc and profperous. 


A'hJJ'uge from bis AJn;t'fiy to the Ihuft of CemmonSf 
November 14, 1692. 

'^riE Houfe of Chmimons having prefented an addrefs to tlie 
King, to dilfolve the prefenl Ealt India Company, aecoid 
ing to the power referved in their charter, and to conditulc n 
new one, his Majcfly took into ccnflderatlon the j^roper me¬ 
thods of Complying with their defIres, and of fecuring effec-< 
tiially this advantageous traeie to il e nation. 

But his Majclly, upon examination of the charter, and con- 
fulting with his judges and learned coimfcl, found, that he 
could not legally dilfolve the company but upon three years 
V'arning j and that, during the three years after warning, th.e 

company 
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company miifl fubfill, and might continue to trade: and that, 
though the King might conftitute a new company, yet he could 
not impower fiich new company to trade, till after three years; 
the cro;vn having exprcfsly covenanted not to grant any fuch 
liberty. 

Hereupon his Majcfty was very apprehenfive of the ill con- 
fequence of giving warning to the company, becaufe tlicy 
Wfi'iFd then b.: Icfs folicitous of promoiing the true interefts 
and advantage of a trade, whereof they would not long reap 
the fruiti; and that no new company conM imtnci'i' ely be 
admitted 'o it: fo that this very beneheial trade, wl,kh is al¬ 
ready lo much impaired, might be in danger ot being entirely 
loll lo the nation. 

His MajcMy, being very defirous to prevent fo great a mif- 
chlef, and to gratify the Houfe of Commons in the end, lince 
he could not do it, without great hazard, in the manner they 
propofed, required the Kail India Co=’^paiiy loanfwer. di.et41y, 
whether they would fnbmit lo fuch regul.i'i ;ns as his Majelty 
IhouUi judge pioper, and molt likely to advance the trade : and 
the company having fuIiy a*grced to it, and declared ac-'ordingly 
their refoliuion in wri'ing, his Mi^elly commanded a com¬ 
mittee of his pilvy council to picnare ngulations; which they 
d'd, and offend them to the company: but the coivipany, not- 
withltanding iheir declaration of fubniillion, rejefted almofl all 
the material parl'culars. 

So that his iVlajeily, finding that what polTibly the Houfe of 
Commons might have expelled, and indeed was nccelfary to 
preferve this trade, could not be pcrfcdlcd by his own aurhori^ 
a’onc, and that the company could not be indu..ed to confent 
to any fnch regulations as might have anfwered the intentions 
of the Houfe of Commons, and that the concurrence of the 
Parliament is reqnilite to make a complete and ufeful Lttle- 
ment of this trade, has dire(5!lcd all the proceedings in this 
matter to be laid before them; and recommends to them the 
preparing fuch a bill, in order to pafs into an ail of Parlia¬ 
ment, as may eflublifh this trade on fuch foundations as are 
moil likely to preferve and advance it. 


His Majcjlys moji gracious Speech^ November y, 1693 . 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM always glad to meet you here; and I could heartily wilh 
that our fatisfadlion were not lellened at prcL-nt, by refleil- 
ing upon the difadvantages we have regeived this year at land, 
and the mifearriages in our affairs at fea. I think it is evident, 

V 4 that 
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that the former was only occafionctl by the great number of our 
enemies, which exceeded otir’s in all places: for what relates 
to the latter, (which has brotight fo gieat a difgracc upon the 
nation,) 1 have refented it extremely ; and ns 1 will take care 
that thofe wdio have not done their duty Ihull be punillicd, fo 
I am refolved to ufc my utmofl duleavouis that our power at 
fca may be rightly managed for the future: and it may well 
dcfei ve your conlideration, whether wc are not defedive both 
in the number of onr fltippiiig, and in proper ports to the well- 
Ward, for the better annoying onr enemies, and prot. 6ling our 
trade, which Is fo cilcntial to the welfare of tliis kingdom. 

My Lords and (icntlemcn, 

I am very feniible of the good afFedion wherewith you have 
alw'ays adided me to I'upport liie charges of this war, which 
h:ivc been very great ; and yet I am ]jeifuaded, that the CNpe- 
rience of this (ummer is fiiiricient toconxiiue us all, that to 
arrive at a gooil end of it, tliere will be a nceellity ot incieafmg 
our torces, btitli bv ha and land ilic next year. Onr all t shave 
refolved to add to their's ; and I wdll not dotiht but you wiilluivc 
fuch regard to the prcfcril exigency, as that you will give me a 
fuitable fupply, to enable me to do tfie like : 1 iiniit lhercfv)re 
carneltly iccominend it to )ou, (Jentleineu of the i-ioufe of 
Commons, to take fuch timely refolution, as that your fupplies 
may be effedual, and our p*-! pitialions fo foiward, as will be 
neceilhry both for the fccurily and llie lumoiiruf llic nali(>n. 


Hi'prcfcntnlron hy Oic Uo! !c of CTnuncn^ to /.lojcpyy 
January 27, 1603-4. 

Alay it pleafe your m-idl excellent Majedv, 

"t/frE, )ciur Majedy’s mod dulilul and loyal fuhjccls, the 
^ Commons, in Pai^lament udemblcd, think otirfclvct, 
bound in duty to your Majedy humbly to reprefent, that the 
iifagc in Parliament in all limes hath been, that what bills 
have been agreed by both Idoufes, for the redrefs of grievances, 
or otlicr public good, ha\c, w'heii tendered to the throne, ob¬ 
tained the royal adent: and that there are very few indances, 
in ionner reigns, where fuch adent, in fuch caks, hath not 
been given ; and thofe attended with great incouvenicncics to 
the cro^v'n of I'higLind, efpccially where the fame hath been 
withheld, by iniinualions of particular perfons without the 
advice of the privy council, thereby creating great didatisfac- 
tions and jealotilics in the minds of your people. 




Your 
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Your Commons, therefore, out of their finccrc elefire of tljc 
Avclfare of your Majefty, ami your government, and that you 
may always reign, in profperity and happinefs, in the affedion 
of your fubjeds, cannot, without grid of heart, refledf, that 
fmee your Majclly’s accedion to the crown, fcveral public 
bills, made by advice of both Houfes of Parliament, have not 
obtained the royal alfcnt ; and in particular, one bill, intituled, 
“ An ad touching free and impartial proceedings in Parlia¬ 
ment which was made to redrcTs a grievance, and take olf a 
fcandal relating to the proceedings of your Commons in Par¬ 
liament : after they had freely voted great fupplics for the pub¬ 
lic occafions; which they can impute to no other caufc than 
the inlinuatlons of particular perfons, who take upon them, 
for their own particular ends, to adtife your Majelly contrary 
to the advice of Parliament; and therefore cannot but look 
on bich as enemies to your Majelly and your kingdom. 

Upon ihefe conliclcration';, we humbly befccch yonr MajcAv 
to believe, that none can have fo great a concern and inlerdt 
in the profperity and happinefs ul your Majelly and your go¬ 
vernment, as your two HouVes ol Parliament : and do ihcrclore 
humbly pray, that, for^the future, ^onr Majelly would gra- 
cioully be plcafed to hearken to the advice of y<Hir Parliament, 
nml not to the fccrct advices of particular j)crlons, wlio may 
have private inicicllsof their own, fepaiatc trum the tiuc iiite- 
reft of yonr Majefty and yonr people. 


I{is Afcijrjly's AnJvja-y yanumy 31, 1694. 
Gentlemen, 

T AM very fenfible of the good afFcdions you have exprelTed to 
me upon many occalions, and of the '/.cal you have Ihewn 
for our common intcrcil : I ftiall make ufe of this opportnnitJT' 
to tell yon, that no prince ever had a higher elteem lor the con- 
ftitution of the Knglifli government than niyfelf; and that I 
lhall ever have a great regard to the advice ol Parliaments. I 
am perfiunlcd, that noiliing can fo muclt conduce to the happi- 
nefs and welfare of this kingdom, ns an entire confidence 
between the King and people; which I lhall, by all means, 
endeavour to preferve : and 1 allure you, 1 lhall look upon fuch 

f terfons to be my enemies, who lhall advife any thing that may 
cllhn it, 
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His Ma'jtjiys mcji ^ra'hus Speech, March 23, l 6 g 4 , 


My Lords and GenUemen, 

W^HEN I cj.nfidcr how far the year is advanced ; vvhat pre- 
' ^ parations oui eneirii s make to be early in the field ; and 
how necelfary it i-, that we fhoi.ld be ready to meet them, both 
by fpa and land, I muli catneftly recommend to you the dif- 
patch of thofc imporiant affairs which you have under your 
delibeiation. 

I am very fcnfiblc of the good affeftion w’hlch you have 
fliewn in lhi'>, as well as foimer felfions, by enablii.g me to 
carry on the war we arc engaged in for oiir common iatety : 
there U nothing I have fo much at my heart as the cafe and 
happinefs of my people ; and it is will, great reludaticc that I 
am forced to afk fuch large fnpplies ; but, fince our prefent 
circutnllanccs make this unavoidable, it fhall be my endeavour, 
that the fums which are given fhall be laid out, in the bell 
manner, to theufes for which they,are defigned. 


Gentlemen of the H6ufe of Commons, 

I take this occafion to mention to you the debt for the tranf- 
port ihips, which were ufed in the reducing of Ireland : it 
grieves me exceedingly to fee fuch a number of perfons, who 
came fo freely in, tor fo good a fervice, brought to the lall 
extremities, for want of w'hat is due to them : it is not pollible 
for me to difeharge this debt without your help; and as I 
doubt not bu* you have a jull corn mife rat ion of their cafe, fo I 
hope you will find out fome way for their relief. 


His MujeJi^s moji gracious Speech, Hovemher 12, 1694. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

T AM glad to meet you here, when I can fay, our affairs are 
in a belter pofturc, both by fea and land, than when we part¬ 
ed lall 

7 he enemy has not been in a condition to oppofe our fleet in 
thefe feas ; and our fending fo great a force into the Mediter¬ 
ranean has difappointed their doligns, and leaves us a profpe^l 
of turther fuccefs. 

With refpeft to the war hy land, I tldnk, I may fay, that 
this year a (top has been put to the ptogrefs of the French 
arms. 


Gentlemen 



( 327 ) 

I 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Comraens, 

I have had fo much experience of your good afIe( 5 lion to me, 
and of your zeal for the public, that I cannot doubt of your 
alfitlance at this time : I do, therefore, carucRly recommend to 
you, to provide fuch fupplies as may enable me to profecute the 
war with vigour ; which is the only means to procure peace to 
Chriltcndom, with the fafety and honour of England. 

1 mult likewife put you in mind, that the acl of tonnajic and 
poundage expires at Chriltmas: and I hope you will think iit 
to continue that revenue to the crowm ; whicli is the more nc- 
cellary at this time, in regard the fevcral branches of the reve¬ 
nue are under great anticipations for extraordinary expenics of 
the w'ar, and fubjedl to many demands upon other accotmts. 

I cannot but mention to you again the debt for the tranfport 
flrips employed in the reducing of Ireland ; which is u cafe of 
companion, and deferves relief. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I lliould be glad yon w'ould take into your confideration tlie 
preparing fomc good bill f»r the encouragement of our fcamen: 
you cannot but be fcnfible how much*a law of this nature would 
tend to the advuncemcnP of trade, and of the naval itrciiglh of 
tlic kingdom ; which is* our great intcrej}, and ought to be our 
principal care. 


Adtlrcfs to his Alajc/Iy hy the Jlonje of Commonsy 
Daembcr 29, 1694. 

Mod gracious and dread Sovereign, 

in^E, your Majedy’s mod diuifnl and loyal fiibjc£ls, the 
^ ^ Commons, in Parliament alfemblcd, being deeply fen- 
Dble of the great misfortune which liath befallen your Majedy, 
and this kingdom, by the death of our nujlt gracious Qlicen, 
do, with imfpcakable grief of heart, humbly beg leave to con¬ 
dole the irreparable lofs of that mod excellent princefs, the bed 
of women ; to enumerate whofe virtues were to aggravate our 
furrow. 

Wc cannot, at the fame time, but blcfs God for the prefer- 
vation of your Majedy to us, on wliofe life the welfare and 
happinefs of this kingdom, and the liberties of Europe, do in 
fo great a rncafurc depend ; humbly befccching your Majedy 
fo to moderate your grief, under this affliilion, as not to pre¬ 
judice or endanger your health : and that your Majedy w'ould 
pleafe to take fugh further care of your royal perion, that wc 

Y 4 " may 
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may all enjoy the blcfTing of your MajeHy’s long life, and 
happy reign. 

Wc do alfo look upon It as a duty we owe to your Majefty, 
to oJirfcIves, and to thofe we repreLut, tu take this occalion of 
afliiring your Majelly, that wc, your faithlul Commons, will 
ahvays, to the utivioll of our power, Hand by, fnpport, and 
defend your Majelly, urul your government, againit all youi 
fcnemies, both at In^iuc and abroad. 


His Afajrjtfi Anfv.'cry January i, 1694-5. 
Gentlemen, 

T TAKF. very kindly your care of me, and the public ; efpe- 
cially at this lime, when I am able to think of nothing but 
our great lofs. 


Ripr if entail on to hh 'Alojfflyy by the Honfe of CommonSy 
Ftbniciiy 26, J-695. 

your Mdjilly's ihoft dutiful and loyal fubjc^ls, the 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament alTembled, do, 
from a true and unfeigned zeal for your Majcfly’s perfon and 
government, which (iod long prtferve ! and fiom the obliga¬ 
tion that lieih tipon us, in behalf of thofe whom wc reprefint, 
molt h;mjbl\ lay bclore Majclly the grievance wc lie 

Under, by fonie of the olliccrs and fokliers oi the arm-y, in 
railing money tipon the country under pretence ol'fublliience; 
which is Inch a violation of the liberty and property of your 
fubje^}?, that it needeth no aggravation. 

This is, ill great mcafure, occafioned by the undue pradticcs 
of fome ot the agents and officers ; the pariiculars of whicli we 
beg leave to lay before }onr Majclty, in order to thp more 
clFedlual preventing the like mifearriages for the future. 

1. Some of their agents, amonglt other their ill pradlice.s, 
have detained tlie money due to the foldlcrs in their hands, and 
made life (d it to their owm advantage, inftcad of immediately 
applying it to the fublillence of the officers and foldicis for 
whom they w'cre intnifted. 

2. Their intolerable cxaiSlions and great extortions upon the 
offic ers and foldlcrs, for paying money by way of advance; 
their charging more for ihcdifcoimt of rallies than they adlu- 
ally paid : by which fraudulent iniponng upon thofe who ferve 
in yotir Majelty’s armies, it appeareth, that notwithftanding 
they have a greater pay than is given in any other part of the 
World, they arc yet reduced to inconvenienciesand extremities, 

which 
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which ought not to be put upon ihofe who venture their livei 
for the honour and fafety of the nation. 

3. In particular, Colonel Haftings hath compelled Tome 
oRicers of his regiment to take their cloaihs from him, at ex¬ 
travagant rates, by confining and threatening thofe who would 
not comply thercw'ith ; by which the authority that may be ne- 
celfary to be lodged in the colonel over the inferior officers, in 
feme* cafes, is mifapplied, and extended, fo as to promote a 
private advantage of his own, tvithout any regatd to your Ma- 
jelty’s fervice, or to the difcipline of the army. 

4. Colonel Hallings’s agent hath prefiimed fraudulently to 
detain five hundred guineas, out of a boui\ty given by your 
Majcfty to the officers of that regiment, under pretence ol giving 
them as a bribe to obtain the fame; to the di(honour of your 
Majefiy, and injury to the officers thereof: and hath taken 
two pence per pound out of the money due to the officers and 
foldiers; f«)r which dedudlion there being no warrant, the cOr 
loncl, whofc fervant t!ic agent is, is anfvvenible. 

5. ('olonel Haftings’s agent hath relnfed, or negletflcd, to 
give an account of liic pay due to the captains of his regiment, 
and their companies, w|jich tends apparently to the defrauding 
the officers and foldiers. 

6. Some of the agents afTume to themfelvcs the liberty of 
making great dcdudiions ; which, (ince they know not how to 
jiiltifv, they endeavour to cover, by putting them under the 
Ibeltcr of the uncertain head of contingencies ; which giveth 
them the better opportunity of hiding the frauds and abufes 
that W( iild otherwife be more liable to be detected 

7. Colonel Railings hath difeharged an enfign, by putting 
another into his room, contrary to the true difcipline of aa 
army ; from which the colonels have no right to exeinpt them- 
felves, to enlarge their own authority, to the prejudice of your 
Majelly’s fervice, and of the officers who ferve under them. 

8. Colonel Raftings hath taken money for the recommending 
to commands in his regiment, to the great difeouragement of 
the officers, who are to ferve in your Majelly's armies; who 
ought to be fuch as deferve their commands, and not fuel) as 
pay f(»r them. 

Thefe things we moft humbly reprefent to your Majefly, 
in confidence of having them redreifcd by your Majcfty s julticc 
and wifJom. 

Your loyal Commons, as they have been always ready to 
fnpply your Majcfty, cannot but be fenfible of fuch mifear* 
riages, as may cither diminifh the llrcngth of your armies, or 
the afFe<ftions of your people : and it is from a piinciple of the 
highpft duty, that v/e take this way of applying ourfelves to 
^ yoMf 
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3«ur Majefly for rccirefs; having an entire afTiirance, thdt this 
our moil humble reprelcntation, will not only be gracloufly ac-p 
cepted; but that our cxpeilations from it will be fully 
anfwercdp 


His Majejiy'i Jnjwcr, Match 6, 1695. 
Gentlemen, 

WILL confider your icprcfcntation, and take all care 
pouible to have the grievances rcdrcH’cd. 


Speech hy Paul Foley f Efq, the Speaker cle^y Alar eh 15, 1695. 

May it pleafe your moll excellent Mujerty, 

Commons of England, in Parliament alfcmbled, hav- 
ing, by a very extraordinary occafion, loll the fcrvice of 
their late Speaker, proceeded to a new eledlion : and being 
commanded by your Majelly to prpfcnt their Speaker at this 
time and place, they now wait on your Majelly, in full Par¬ 
liament, to prefent me to fuccecd, on whom they have iinani- 
inbufly agreed. 

I mull acknowledge myfelf very unfit for fo great an em¬ 
ployment, and with they have not done themfelvcs a prejudice 
therein; which they might have avoided, having choice of 
many much more able members for that fervice : but I dare 
not oppofe my own opinion to that of fo great a body as the 
Commons of England : and therefore, with your Majelly’s 
approbation, am ready to ferve your Majefly and them to the 
utmoll of ray abilities. 

If they find tbemfelves, on trial, miltakcn ; and that I can- 
P'l'iot anfwcr their expe£lations ; though hitherto they will not 
allow me to cxcufe myfelf, yet then i hope they Avill ; and 
provide one more fit for your Majelly*s and their fcrvice. 


The Lord Keeper fpakc thus ; 

Mr. FoLi:y, 

King has taken notice of the modclly which you have 
■*' fhewn in fpeaking of yourfclf; and how juft a fenfe you 
have exprelfed ot the weight and difficulty of the employment 
to which you arc called: but his Majelly has-commanded me 
to tell you, that he is fo well alfured of your dutiful affe«Slion to 
his fervice, and fo fully fatisfied of your integrity, your abili¬ 
ties, your induftry, and application to bufinefs, and your ex¬ 
perience 
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perience in the cuftoms and orders of Parliament, that he doe's 
well allow of the choice that the Houfe of Commons have made, 
and does approve of you for their Speaker. 


After the Lord Keeper’s fpcech, the Speaker replied: 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

“T WITH humility and ihankfiilnefs acknowledge your Ma- 
jelly’s great favour, and hope your Majefty’s approbation 
will be a great aflillance to me in the dif. harge of my duty. 

Not to mlfpend time, now very prccioud for your Majefly's 
affairs, I fhall only make it my humble requeft, that what¬ 
ever miflakc or fault 1 may commit, your Majefty will not 
impute it to your Commons ; and for myfelf, not committing 
any wilfully, I cannot doubt of your Majefly’s gracious 
pardon. 


Ill's Majejiys moji ^acinus Speech^ April 22 , 1695. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T T AKE this occalion to tell you, that the feafon of the year Is 
fo far advanced, and the circumftances of affairs are fo pref- 
fing, that I very carncftly recommend to you the fpeedy dif- 
patching fuch bulinefs as you think of moll importance for the 
public good, becaufe I mull put an end to this feilion in a fevr 
days. 


Speech by the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, Nov, 23, 1695* 

May it pleafe your moft excellent Majefty, 

'■y HE Commons in England, alfcmblcd in Parliament by 
your Majefty’s w:it, having no capacity to fpeak here, or 
a£l, acedrUing to the courfe of Parliament, without a Speaker, 
have proceeded to the clioicc of one, according to your Majef¬ 
ty’s command, thereby to fit themlelves for the fervice of your 
Majefty, and your kingdoms. 

And, although they have plenty of choice members, every 
way more able and fit for this employment than myfelf, they 
have determined their choice on me, who am very fenfible of 
my own infirmities, and thereby unfitnefs to tranfaA fucit * 
weighty affairs as will be requifitc to be determined this 
feflion. 

But not being able to prevail with them to cxcufc me, they 
here attend your Majefty, in full Parliament, to prefent me 
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to your Majcrty as ihcir Speaker, who am ready, with* your 
Majefty’s approhation, to ferve your Majcily and them to the 
■utmoft of my ability. 

Whereupon the Right Honourable the Lord Keeper ac- 
i^uainted the Houfe, that his Majefly had been pleafed to 
approve of the choice they had made ; and allowed of Mr. 
Foley to be Speaker. 

Whereupon, Mr. Speaker returned his Majefty thanks for 
his gracious approbation, and acceptance of his fcrvicc : and 
humbly prayed, in the name of the Commons, that his Majcfty 
would begracioufly pleafed to allow and confirm all their an¬ 
cient rights and privileges ; particuLirly, that they might have 
liberty and freedom of fpcech in all their debates j that their 
perfons, ellatcs, and fervants might be free from arre{ls and 
troubles; that they might have accefs to his royal perfqn> as 
occafion fliall require ; that his Majerty would have a gracious 
opinion oi all their a£lions ; and that, if himfelf at any lime 
Ihould mifiake, he might have his Majcfly’s favourable iiitcr- 
pretation, and gracious pardon. 

Whereupon, the Lord Keeper, by hjis Majefty’s command, 
faid. That his Majclly was pleafed to fay, that he was fully 
afTuredot the prudence and difcrclion, as well as of the affec¬ 
tions, of his Houfe of Commons ; and that, as to the fuit made 
in their name, hisMajcfly did moll willingly grant to them all 
their privileges, in as lull a manner as they w'cre ever granted 
by any of his royal p^cdccclfors. 


His Atajejiy s mojlgracious Speech^ November 26, 1C95. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IT is with great fatisfadlion that I meet you here this day, 
being allured of a good difpofiilon in my Parliament, w'^heii 
I have had Inch lull proofs of the aftctlion of my people, by 
their behaviour during my abfence, and at my return. 

I was engaged in the prefent war by the advice of my firfl 
Parliament, wiu> thought it nccellary for the defence of our 
religion, and for the prefervation of the liberties of Europe; 
the lall Parliament, with great cheerfulnefs, did alfift me to 
carry it on ; and I cannot doubt, but that your concern for the 
common fafety will oblige you to be imanimoully zealous in 
Ibe^ profecution of it : and I am glad, that the advantages 
■which we have liad this year, give us a rcafoiiable ground of 
hoping for further fuccefs hereafter, 

Uport 
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Upon this occahoni I cannot but take notice of the cottrage 
and bravery the Engiifli troops have Ihcwn this lall fttmmer ; 
which, 1 may fay, Itas atilVcrcd their liigijeRcluiadcr in any 
age: and it will not be denied, that, wiihout the concurrence 
of the valour and power of luigland, it were iinpollible to put 
a fl:op totlie ambition and greatnefs of France: 

Gentlemen of tlte Iloufe of Commons, 

I think it a great misff)rti]nc, that, from the beginning of 
my reign, I have been forced to alk fo many and fuch large aids 
of my people; atid yet, I am coiiHdent you will agree with me 
• n opinion, lliat there will be, at Icafl, as great fupplies requi- 
iile to! c.'i iying on ihe war by lea and land tills year, as were 
granted la the laic fefjlon; tlie rather, becaiife our enemies are 
angmeniing the troops, and the neoclllty of inerealing our {hip¬ 
ping does plainly appear: 

'idte funds which have been given, ha\c proved very defi¬ 
cient I 

'I'nc cor.dllio’t of the ci^il liR is fneh, that it will not be pof- 
flblc for me to fublifl, unlefs that,matter be taken into your 
care: • 

And companion obliges me fo mention the mifcrable cir- 
cumllances of the French proiellaiits, who fulFer for their 
religion • 

And therefore, Gentlemen, I mofl: carnefily recommend to 
yon to provide a fupply fnitablc to thefe feveral occalions. 

I mull likcwife take notice of a gicat didicnhy we He under 
at this time, by reafon of the ill Uaie of the coin ; the redrefs 
of wliieh may perhaps prove a ftirther charge to the nation; 
but this is a matter of fo general concern, and of fo very great 
importance, that I have thought fit to leave it entirely to the 
confideralioii of my Parliament. 

I did recommend to the lall Parliament, the forming fome 
good bill for the encouragement and increafe of feamen: J hppe 
you will not let this fc lhon pafs without doing foinewhat in it; 
and that you will conlidcr of fuch laws as may he jiropcr for the 
advancement of trade; and will have a particidar regard to 
that of the Eaft Indies, left it fliould be loll to the nation : and, 
while the w'ar makes it ncceirary to have an army abroad, I 
could wilh fomc w^ay might be thought ol to raifo the neceifary 
recruits without giving occalion of complaint. » 

My defire to meet my people in a new Parliament has made 
the (opening of this feffion very late; which I hope you will 
have fuch jcgard to, as to make all poUible difpatch of the 
great bufinefs before you; and will call to mind, that, by the 
long continuance of the laft fellion, we did not only lofe advan¬ 
tages. 
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tages, which we might have had at the beginning of the cam« 
paign, but gave the enemy fuch an ojjportunity as might have 
proved very fatal to us: and 1 am the more conce rned to prefs 
this, becaufeof the great preparations which the French make, 
to be early in the field this year. 

My Lords, 

I have had fuch experience of your good aiTcdions, and I 
have fuch an entire faiisfaftion in the choice which iny people 
have made of you, (jentlcmen of the iioiife of Commons, that 
I promife inyfclf a Imppy conclnlion of this fellion, unlefs you 
fufFcr yourfeives to be mined into Heats and divilions: which, 
being the only hope oui enemies have now left, I make no doubt 
but you will entirely difappoint by your prudence and love to 
your country. 


Addrefs by the Houfe cf Commons^ November 27, 1605* 

May it pleafe your Maiefly, 

your Majefly’s ^noll duMful and loyal fiibjefls, the 
Commons of Fnyland, in Parli.vncnt alfemblcd, rcHedl;' 
ing upon the great crlanutics from which we were delivered, 
and the many benefits we daily receive, by the protcdlion and 
influence of your JVIaiellv’s government, elo, with all thank- 
fulnefs to Almighty God, congratulate the glorious fucc( fs of 
your Majefiy’s arms abioad, the prefervation of your facred 
perfon from tlic many ha/.ards to which you have expofed 
yourfelf, and the bklling ol yoiu being returned to us again in 
fafety. 

We bt g leave, at the fame time, humbly to reprefent to your 
Majelty our grateful fenfe of your Majefty’s favour, in ha¬ 
ving given fuch dcmonflration to the w'orhl, and to tis, thar 
you repofe an entire trull and confidence in the afictSliuns of 
your people ; for which we know no way of making any return 
fo fuitable, as by giving your Majefty this ailurance, that we, 
and thofe your moll faitliful Commons, whom we reprefeut, 
are refolved to defend and fuppoit your Majclly, and your 
government, againfl all your enemies both at home and abroad j 
and that we will efFedually allill your Majelly in the profeu)- 
tion of the prefent war; in which you are engaged for the fafety 
of England, and the liberty of Europe. 
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AnJvjer hy his Majejly^ November 29, 169'^. 
Gentlemen, 

T HF.ARTILY thank you for the marks you give me of youf 
afFedliijn: our interefts arc infeparable; and there is nothing 
I wijQi fo much as the happinefs of this country, where God 
has‘placed me. 


• Addrefs by both Houff^ of Parliament^ December 14, 1695, 

W E,' the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in 
Parliament ai'embled, ha’, in*:; taken into our coniidcra- 
tion the itaic of the trade of this kinudt;!", do hud, that be- 
Tides many otlier Uiiadvantagcs and dilliciilties it now lies under, 
an aA of Parliament that iia'h lately rec'-ived your Majelfy’s 
royal uirent in your Lingtiom of Soodaufl, for cie6ling a com¬ 
pany jtrading to Alrica and the indies, is HI ,ly to biing many 
great#prejudices and mifchici's to all your Majelly’s lubje£ls 
that aie concerned in the’weahh or trade of this nation: and 
therefore, in all duty to your Majtffly, and the care we ought 
to have of this kingdoin, wc do huml>ly reprefent to your Ma- 
jefty, that the faid act docc provide, that all ihlps, vcllels, mer- 
chandife, good';, and other eiLcfs whatfoever, belonging to 
that company, lhall be free from all manner of reflraintsor pro¬ 
hibitions, and of all cuftoms, 1a\r-, fell'es, fupplies, and other 
duties, impofed, or to be impofed, by a£l of Parliament, or 
otherwife, for tlie I'pucc of onc-and-tvventy years; and further, 
that the faid company, vthofe members, olheers, fervants, or 
others belonging thereto, lhall be free, both in their perfons, 
eftates, and goods, employed in the faid dock and trade, from 
all manner of taxes, fclfes, fupplies, excil'cs, quartering of fol- 
diers, tranfient or local, or levying of foldicrs, or other im- 
pofitions whalfocvcr, during the fpace of one-and-twehty 
years. 

By rcafon of which great advantages granted to the Scotch 
Eaft-India Company, and the duties and difficulties that lie 
upon that trade in England, a great part of the Hock and (hip¬ 
ping of this nation will be cariied thither; and, by this means, 
Scotland be made a free port for all EaH-India commodities; 
and, coufequently, thofe feveral places in Europe, which were 
fupplied from England, will be furnidied from thence much 
cheaper than can be done by the Englilh; and, therefore, this 
nation will lofe the benefit of fupplying foreign parts with thofe 
commodities, which hath always been a great article in the 
balance of our foreign trade; moreover, the faid coniraodiiies 

win. 
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will unavoiJably be brought by the Scotch ifito England by 
ftealth, both by fca and land, to the vaft prejudice of the En- 
glifli trade and navigation, and to the great detriment of your 
Majelly in your cultoins: and, when once that nation lhall 
have fettled theinfelves in plantations in America, our com¬ 
merce in tobacco, fuga^, cotton-wool, {l<ins, maftSj'-fec. tvill 
be utterly loll; becanfc tlie privileges of that nation, to 

them by this a^l, are fnch, tliai the kingdom mult be llic‘ma¬ 
gazine for all thole commodities; and the Englilh plantations, 
and the traflick thcieof, loft to us, and the exportation of ou’^ 
own inanufaflurcs yearly decrcafed.^ 

Eclides ihcfc, and many other obftru£lions that this’hcl will 
unavoidably bring to the general trade of this nation, anothc»' 
claufe in the faid atSl, whereby your Majefty promift s to inter • 
pofe your authority, to have reltitmion, icparation, and fatis- 
fadioii made for any damage that may be done to any of the 
Ihips, goods, rncrchandife, perfons, or other clFe£ls v.liatfo- 
ever, belonging to the faid company, and that upon the'oublic 
charge^ does feem to engage your Majefty to employ the fhtp- 
ping and ftrenglh at lea of this nation, to fupport this new 
company, to the great detiiment even of tins kingdom. 

All which great prejudices, inconvenicncies, and mifehiefs, 
arifing by the faid ad, wc, in all duty and iViithfulnefs, lay 
before your Majefty. 


JIddrefs hy ibf IT'jiJr of CoK'imons to hh Majtfy, 
December 14, 1695. 

May it pleafe your moll excellent Majeftv, 

WE. your Majclly’s moll dutiful and loyal fubjc£fs, the 
knights, citizens, and burgeftes, in Parliament, having 
taken into our fcrioiis conlideration, the great mifehiefs whicht 
this your kingdom lies under, by reafon that the coin which 
paflTes in payments is generally clipped j and being humbly of 
opinion, that the moil eftedlual way to put a ftop to this “vil, 
is, to prevent the currency thereof, as foon as yc-iir Majefty, 
in your great wilUoin, lhall think fit; do inoft humbly addref^ 
your Majefty to iiliie out your royal proclamation, wtd thereby 
appoint fuch day or days, as to your Majefty lhall fcein meet; 
after which, no clipped crowns, or half-crowns, be allowed in 
payment, or to pal's; except only to the colledlors and re¬ 
ceivers of your Majefty’s revenues and taxes, or upon loans, 
and payments into your exchequer: and likewife to appoint 
/^ch other day or ilays, after which tliey lhall not pafs in any 
fpyi&ent whatfeever. 

'• And 
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An(i we furtlier humbly befeech your Majefty to Appoint 
fuch other day or days, after which, no other money clipped 
within the ring be allowed in payment, or to pifs, except only 
to the colledors and receivers of your Majefty’s revenues and 
taxes, or upon loans, or payments into your exchequer; and 
likewife, to appoint fuch other day or days, after which no 
f>y^h4|] ic>t\e y lhall pafs in any payment whatfoever. 


His Majefly s Anjwer the joint Addrefs^ December i8, 1695. 

T HAVJ^been ill ferved in Scotland; but, I hope, fome rc- 
^ medics may be found to prevent the inconveniencies which 
may arife from this adt. 


Adds', fs by the Houfe of Commons to the King^ fan, 17, 1696* 

Ma^ it pleafe your moft excellent Majefty, 

WE> your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjedts, the 
knights, citizens, and biirgelTes, in Parliament airem> 
bled, humbly lay before' your Majefty, that whereas there is a 
grant palling to William, Earl of Portland, and his heirs, of 
the manors of Denbigh, Bromfield, and Yale, and divers other 
lands, in the principality of Wales; together with feveral 
eftatesof inheritance enjoyed by many of your Majefty’s fub- 
jedls by virtue of ancient grants from the crown. 

That the faid manors, with the large and extenfive royalties, 
powers, and jurifdidlions, to the fame belonging, arc of great 
concern to your Majefty, and the crown of this realm; and 
that the fame have been ufually annexed to the principality of 
Wales, and fettled on the princes of Wales for their fupport; 
and that a great number of your Majefty’s fubjedls, in thofe 
parts, hold their eftates by royal tenure, under great and valu¬ 
able compodtions, rents, royal payments, and ferviccs to the 
crowp ^nd princes of Wales; and have, by fuch tenure, great 
dep' nee on your Majefty, and the crown of England; and 
hr njoyed great privileges and advantages, with their eftates, 
.r fuch tenure: 

We therefore moft humbly befecch your Majefty to put a 
.op to the palling this grant to the Earl of Portland of the faid 
manors and lands; and that the fame may not be difpofed from 
|he crown but by confent of Parliament; for that fuch a grant 
is in diminution of the honour and intereft of the crown, by 
placing in a fubje£l fuch large and extenlive royalties, powers, 
•and jurifdi£fions, which ought only to be in the crown ; and 
VoL. I. Z will 
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will fever that dependence, which fo great a number of your 
Majefly’s fubje£l$, in thofe parts, have on your Majefty and 
the crown, by rcafon of their tenure ; and may be to their 
great opprelfion in thofe rights which they have purchafed, 
and hitherto enjoyed with their eilates; and alfo, an occafion 
•of great vexation to many of your Majefty’s fui^ds, wdio 
have long had the abfolute inheritance of fevcral 
prehended in the faid grant to the Earl of Portland,'by/tMcicnt 
grants from the crown. 


His Majejiy's Anfwcry yanuaiy 23, 169^ 


Gentlemen, . 4^ 

T HAVE kindnefs for my Lord Portland ; which he has de- 
ferved of me by long and faithful fervices; but I ihould 
not have given him thefe lands, if 1 had imagined th^ Houfe 
of Commons could have been concerned: 1 will tl ereforc 
recall the grant, and find fome other way of fliewing\Uiy fa¬ 
vour to him. 


His Majejiy's mojl gracious Speech^ February 24, 1696. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM come hither this day upon an extraordinary occafion, 
which might have proved fatal, if it had not been difap- 
pointed by the fingular mercy and goodnefs of God; and may 
now, by a continuance of the fame Providence, and our own 
prudent endeavours, be fo improved, as to become a fuflicicnt 
warning to us, to provide for our feenrity againfl the pernicious 
praflices and Attempts of our enemies. 

1 have received feveral concurring informations of a defign 
to aflallinatc me: and that our enemies, at the fame time, are 
very forward in their preparations for a fudden invafion of this 
kingdom : and have, therefore, thought it nccelTary to lofe no 
time in acquainting my Parliament with thefe things; in ^hich 
the fafety of the kingdom, and the public welfare, ai^ fo 
nearly concerned, that, 1 allure myfelf, nothing, will be on'it-^ 
ted on your part, which may be thought proper for our pre- 
fent or future fecurity. 

I have not been w'anting to give the neceflary orders for the 
fleet; and, 1 hope, we have fuch a llrength of ihips, and in 
fuch a readinefs, as will be fufficient to difappoint the inten* 
tions of our enemies. 

. I have alfo difpatched orders for bringing home fuch a nun|t- 
of our troops as may fecure us from any attempt. 


Some 
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Soitfe of the confpihitors againil itiy perfon are already lii 
cuilody, and care is taken to apprehend fo many of the reft as 
are difcovered ; and fueh other orders are given, as the prcfent 
exigency of affairs does abfolutely rei^uire at this time, for the 
public fafcfyt. 


whrds and Gentlemen, 

Hliv g^oiv acquainted you with the danger which had threat* 
ened us, 'I cannot doubt of your readinefs and zeal to do every 
thing which you fhall judge proper for our common fafety: 
and, I nerf iiade myfelf, we mull be all fenfible, how neceffary 
it is, in^ur prcfent circfimflahces, that all pollible difpatch 
fliould b i given to the bufinefs before you. 


i: is MajiJi/s tnojl gracious Speech, Oiioher 20, 1696. 

My ^otds and Gentlemen, 

T HA-^E called you together as foon as poflihle ; and I think 
it a great happinefs thdt this year has pafled without any 
difadvantage abroad, or diforder af home, confidering our 
great difappointment in the funds given at your laft meeting, 
and the difficulties which have arifen upon the re>coining of 
the money. 

This is fo convincing a proof of the good difpofition of 
my army, and of the ftcady affjftions of my people, .that t 
cannot but take notice of it with great fatisfaftion. 

Our enemies have not been without hopes, that fuch a 
Conjun£lurc might have proved fatal to us: but as they havO 
failed in thofe expectations; fo I am fully perfuaded, that your 
unanimous proceedings, in this feflion, will make them for 
ever defpair of an advantage from any difdgreemcnt among 
ourfelves. 

It miift be confelfed, that the bufinefs which you have before 
you be very great ;■ becaufe of the neceflity of fupplylng 
forr deficiencies, as well as making provifion for the next 
ye fervice. 

nd, upon this occafion, it is fit for me to acquaint you, 
4. fome overtures have been made, in order to the entering 
Jon a negotiation for a general peace: but I am fure we 
,^all all agree in opinion, that the only way of treating witn 
France is, with our fwords in our hands; and that we can 
ave no reafon to cxpefl a fafe and honourable peace, but by 
tewing ourfelves prepared to make a vigorous and effe^lual 
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• In order to which, I do very earneftly ^rcommend ib you, 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, that you would con* 
fider of raifing the neceflary fupplies, as well for maintaining 
the honour of Parliaments, in making good the funds already 
granted, as for carrying on the war the next yea* which I 
think ought not to be lefs than what was intended;^ ’ raifed 
for that purpofe the lad fcflion : I mud alfo put.v^^,^Siid 
of the civil lid, which cannot be fupported without y6 Ip : 
and the mifcrable condition of the French proteda* i .oes 
oblige me to mention them to you again. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, • v 

It may deferve your confideration, whether there « »ot dill 
remain fomc inconvcniencies relating to the coin, wl ought 
to be remedied : and I hope you will find out the i expe¬ 
dients for the recovery of credit; which is abfohitcly eflTary, 
nor on'y with rcfpcil to the war, hut for carryit on ot 
trade. 

I am of opiidon, that there is not one good Engf^‘{hman 
who is not entirely coiulnrcd, fiOw much does depend upon 
this fedion : and therefote; 1 (Jijriot but hope for your una¬ 
nimity and difpatch in \«ur refolutiohs \ which, at this timcv 
are more ntceffary i\\An ever for the fafely and honour of 
Fuglaud. 


Addi'cjs ly the ITonJe Cammonsj OiJober 22, 1696. 


May it plcafe your mod Excellent Majedy, 


is the eighth year in which yonr Majedy’s mod duti- 
ful ami loyal fuhje^s, the Commons, in Parliament af- 
lembled, have ailided your Majedy with large fupplies for 
carrying on a jud and ncceffary war, in defence of our rdi- 
giori, prefervaiion of our laws, and vindication of the t|ights 
-and liberties of the people of England; which we have hi¬ 
therto preferved, and, by the, bleifing of God on your Ma- 
jeftyb condu(!d atui good government, will deadfadly mai vtain, 
and entail on our podcrlty : 

'I'his has cod the nation much blood and treafure ; but 'he 
hopes of accompliHiing fo great aud glorious a work have mao '■ 
your fubjedls cheerfully fiipport the charge: and, to fljew to 
your Majedy, and all ChridenUom, that the Commons o,T 
Sngland will not be amufed or diverted from their firm refo>' 
lutions of obtaining, by war, a fafe and honourable peace i 
vrt do, in the name of all thofe we rcprelent, renew our af- 
furances to your Majedy, that this Houfe will fupport yo«r 
Majedy, and youjr govenunent, againd all your enemies, both 

at 
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^ home and abroad ; and that they will elFcaually afllft you 
in the profecution and carrying on the prefent war again^ 
France. 


^ f^s Majejiy's Anfwer^ Oiloher a6, 1696. 

^T^HE '.ontinuance of your zeal and afFeftion is the thing of 
the vofld I value moll; and I will anfwer it by all the 
ways I c|n think ot; and will make your good, and the lafety 
of the D,1^n, the principal care of my life. 


1 

///s Mijejlys Mi'lfagc to the Houfc of Commons.^ Feb, l8| 1697. 
WuLiAM Rex. 

H iS |iVIajefty, finding himfelf under very great difficulties 
for want of money to fiipply the occafions ot the civil 
lift, has thought it ncceftary to remind the Houfc ot that part 
of his fpeech, which relates to that head \ dcfiring that fpeedy/ 
care may be taken to make effcttual prov'ilion for it. 


His Majejifs moji gracious Speech, Dec, 3, 1697. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'T^HE war which I have entered into by the advice of my 
my people, is, by the bleiling of God, and their zealous 
and affedlionate affiftance, brought to the end we all propofed, 
an honourable peace; which 1 was willing to conclude, not 
fo much to eafe myfelf from any trouble or hazard, as to free 
the kingdom from the continuing burden of an expenfive war. 

I am heartily forry my fubjeds will not, at firft, find all 
that relief from the peace which I could wifh, and they may 
expc»Cc: but the funds, intended for ’the laft year’s fervlce, 
hav^ fallen fliort of aiifwering the furas for which they were 
g’ .en : fo that there remain confiderable deficiencies to be pro- 
1 ided for. 

There is a debt upon account of the fleet, and the army. 

The revenues of the crown have been anticipated, by my 
^^fent, for public ufes; fo that I am wholly deftitute of 
iTCans to fupport the civil lift: and I can never diftruft you 
xvVll fuffer this to turn to my difadvantage ; but will provide 
for me, during my life, in fuch manner as may be for my ho- 
rmur, and for the honour of the government. 

Z 3 Out 
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Our naval force being increafed to near double what it was 
at my accelfion to the crown, the charge of maintaining it 
will be proporlionably augmented; and it is certainly necel’ 'v. 
for the intereft and reputation of England, to have al' 
great ilrength at fca* ^ 

The circumiVances of affairs abroad are fuch, i 

myfelf obliged to tell you my opinion, that, .it, 

England cannot be fafe without a land force: a .we 

Aall not give thofe that mean us ill, the opporiu.. jf ef- 
i'eding that, under the notion of a peace, which t icy co^rld 
not bring to pafs by a war, . 

I doubt not but you, Gentlemen of the Houfe Com^ 
mons, will take thefe particulars into your coniid. ')n, in 
fuch a manner as to provide the neceffary fupplies j wM. .- h 1 do 
very earneftly recommend tp you. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

That which I moft delight to think of, and am beft^plcafed 
to own, is, that I have all the proofs of my people’s afFedion 
that a prince can defirc; and 1 talJe this occafion to give them 
the moft folemn aflurance, that as I never had, fo 1 never will, 
nor can have, any jntereft feparate from their’s. 

I efteem it one of the greateft advantages of the peace, that 
I (hall now have leifure to redify fuch corruptions or abufes, 
as may have crept into any part of the adminiftrntion during 
the war; and effedually to difeourage profanenefs and im¬ 
morality ; and I fliall employ my thoughts in promoting trade, 
and advancing the happinefs and ftourilhing eftatc of the 
kingdom. 

I fliall conclude with telling you, that as I have, with she 
hazard of every thing, refeued your religion, laws, and liber¬ 
ties, when they were in the extremeft danger, fo I lhall place 
the glory of my reign in preferving them entire^ and leaving 
them fp to poftcrity, 


Addrefs to his Majejiy by the Houfe of Commonsj Dec* 7, l > 

Tl^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, 
Commons, in Parliament affcmbled, who nave fo t 
^uently waited on your Majefty with the tender of our 
ance for carrying on the war, come now to congratuia'o 
your Majelly upon the happy conclufion of it, in a peace f/t 
honourable and advantageous to the nation, as fuificiently juC- 
,l|6es the wifdoni of the Commons in advjfing, and yoyr Ma- 
condud in the profecution of it, * 

Thv'^ 
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The profpefls of the benefits your people will receive from 
the peace is very pleafing; the honour your Majefty has re- 
flored to England, of holding the balance of Europe, gives 
your fubje£ts great content: but what your Commons are 
moft affe^ed and delighted with, isj^th^t your Majefty’s facred 
pci^on '*^1 now be fecured from thofe many and great dan* 

gei*.. you have fo often expofed it for our fakes; 

nothing being fo evident, as that your Majefty’s return in. 
lafety w;jis a blefting more welcome to your people than peacb, 
-ad recc yed with greater demonftrations of joy. 

We,<« 5 »erefore, with h^rts full of afFe£lion, duty, and gra¬ 
titude, lo afliire your Majefty, in the name of all the Com¬ 
mons c c England, that this Houfe will be ever ready to aflifl: 
and fu »port your Majefty; who, by putting a period to the 
war, las confirmed us in the quiet pofleftion of our rights and 
liberti :s; and fo fully completed the glorious work of our 
dclivei mcc. 


Addrefs to his MajeJiy by th'e Houfe of Commons^ fune 23, 1698. 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

WE; your Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful fubje£ls, the 
Commons, in Parliament alfembled, having received a 
petition from the mayor, commonalty, and citizens, of your 
city of Londonderry in Ireland, felting forth their early and 
lingular fervices and fufferings on the late happy revolution, 
by the fecuring and defence of that city againlt a long and 
cruel fiegc; which eminently contributed to the deftroying 
the defigns of the enemies of thefe kingdoms; and (hewing, 
that thereby, not only the greateft part of the city and fuburbs 
was demolilhed, or rendered ruinous; but alfo, that their dif- 
burfemenvg upon this occafion, for fortifying, providing arms 
and ammunition, railing and fnbiiiliiig forces, and other public 
nfes, ^id amount to a very conliderable fum of money ; and, 
tha.t as they had willingly expofed themfclves, and their all, 
fo'^ lhe public intereft and fcrvice ; fo they had patiently, thefe 
Mght years, lain under their loflcs; in hopes, at the end of 
he war, to be fo confidered, as they Ihould no longer remain 
a poor ruinous fpedlacle to all, a fcorn to their enemies, and 
difeouragement to your Majefty’s well-aftedled fubje£ts: 

■ ^ind praying our recommendation of their cafe to your Ma- 
iefty for your royal favour, in order to their relief in the 
Kingdom of Ireland, 

j And it alfo appeared, upon examination, that the governor 
/and garrifon, who, through the utmoft fufferings and extre- 
( . Z 4 mities. 
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mitleS) defended the fame, do likewifc deferve to have fo fignal 
a fcrvice taken into confideration ; and the faid city, who have 
fo eminently fuffered, to have fome fpecial mark of your 
Majefty’s favour, for a lafting monument to poftcrity. 

All whieh, we do mod humbly reprefent to youi M- •; 
praying that, in confideration of the premifes, yOK^ y 

would be gracionfly plcafed to make fomc compen^ he 
faid city, governor, and garrifon, by fuch ways ' .uns, 
and in fiich manner, as your Alajclty, in your prii^jo'y wdf- 
dom, fliall think fit. 


Tifc Addi-cjjci to his AhjfftVy by the Honfe of Con. 

June 169S. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

Wh your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fub^ the 
Commons, in Parliament aficmbled, conceive ourfelvcs 
in duly bound to reprefent to your Majefty the dangerous at¬ 
tempts that have been oi late made by fomc of your fubjcdls 
of Ireland, to fhake off" their fiibjeftion to, and dependence 
on, this kingdom : which has manifeftly appeared t® us, not 
only by the bold and pernicious aftertions in a book, pub- 
lifhed and dedicated to your moft excellent Majefty, entitled, 
“ The Cafe of Ireland’s being bound by A£ls of Parliament in 
“ England ftated which book we examined and confidered, 
upon its being brought to us by your Majefty’s leave; biil^ 
more fully and authentically, by tfie votes and proceedings of 
the Houfe of Commons in Ireland in their late fellions; and 
by a bill fent hither, under the great feal of Ireland, intituled, 
•* An Adf for the better fecurity of his Majefty’s royal perfon 
and governmentwhereby they would have an a6l palled 
in the Parliament of England, exprefsiy binding Ireland to 
be rc-ena£led there; and alterations therein made, fome of 
which amount to a repeal of what is required by the faiu a£b 
made in England; and in other of the faid alterations, • 
tending to give authority to, and oblige the courts of ju 
and great feal, here in England: 

This we cannot but look on as an occafion and encoun 
fnent to the forming, and publifliing the dangerous pofiti $. 
contained in the faid book. ^ 

The confequenccs of fuch pofitions and proceedings w 'j 
be fo fatal to this kingdom, and even Ireland itfelf, that thi t 
need not be enlarged on or aggravated. 


There- 
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Therefore wr, your dutiful fubjeas, reft fatisfied, that your 
■Majelly, by youx royal prudence, will prevent their being 
drawn into example. 

And we, with all duty and humility, afiure your Majefty 
of cur rejedy concurrence and ailillance, in a parliamentary 
■rvay, to j/.tfer^e and maintain the dej)endcnce and fubordina- 
tioi. to the imperial crown of this realm. 

Xifli kvc humbly bcfeech your Majefty, that you would be 
graci^^ V plcafed to give cffcdli-ial orders to prevent any thing 
tWe 1 ke nature for the future, and the pernicious confe- 
qucnccs of what is part,, by pimilhing and difcountcnatiGing 
thofe th .t luve been guilty thereof. 

And wc befeech your Majefty to take all nereflary care, 
that tljji laws which direfl and icilrain the Parliament of Ire¬ 
land ir their aflings, be not ev*adcd, but Itridly obferved; 

An» that your Majefty would be plcafed to difeourage all 
things, which may, in any degree, tend to Icflbn the (depen¬ 
dence ijf Ireland upon England. 


Moll gracious Sovereign, 

WE. your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjcfls, the 
Commons, in Parliament aflembled, being very fenfible 
that the wealth and power of this kingdom do, in a great 
iTieafure, depend on the preferving the woollen manufaflure, 
as much as is poftible, entire to this realm, think it becomes 
us, like our ancellors, to be jealous of the eftabliftiment and 
the increafe thereof clfewhere ; and to ufe our utmoft endea¬ 
vours to prevent it. 

And therefore we cannot without trouble obferve, that Ire¬ 
land, which is dependent on, and prote<fted by England, in 
enjoyment of all they have, and which is fo proper for the 
linen manufaflurc, the eftabliftiment and growth of which 
there , would be fo enriching to themfelves, and fo profitable to 
Eng’and, ftiould, of late, apply itfelf to the woollen manu» 
faf.ure, to the great prejudice of the trade of this kingdom: 
i’.;d fo unw'illingly promote the linen trade, which will benefit 
/Doth them and us : 

The' confcqticnce %vhcrcof will neceffitate your Parliament 
vif England to interpofe, to prevent the mifehief that threatens 
kSj unlcfs your Majefty, by your authority and great wifdom, 
fpall find means to fccure the trade of England, by making 
your fubje^ts of Ireland to purfue the joint intcreft: of both 
kjtugtloms. 
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And we do moft hulnbly implore your Majefty’s protection 
and favour in this matter; and that you will make it your 
royal care, and enjoin all thofe you employ in Ireland to make 
it their care, and ufe their utmoft diligence, to hinder the ex¬ 
portation of wool from Ireland, except to be imported 'lither; 
and for the difeouraging the woollen manufa£luii« »d,eiii- 
coiiraging the linen manufadures, in Ireland ; t^., 'h we 
ihall always be ready to give our utmoll aflillance. * -k 


His Majejiys /In/wer^ ,Jnly 2, 1698. 

Gentlemen, 

WILL take care that what is complained of may oe pre* 
vented, and redreflTed, as yos defire. 


Speech by the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, Dec. 9, ^698. 

May it plcafc your Majefty, 

^T*HE Commons, in Parliament afTemblcd, have, in obedience 
to your Majefty’s commands, chofc their Speaker. 

How well that choice has been conlidercd your Majcfty 
will judge, when I mull acquaint you, that, notwlthflanding 
the great variety of better choice they had iu view, and the 
many juft excufes I could make in my own defence, they have 
pitched upon me, the moft unworiliy of their whole aflembly 
of that great employment: the confequence of which, how¬ 
ever, is, that 1 muft prefent myl'elf before your Majefty for 
your approbation: 

Nor would I, at the fame time, flirink my (houlders from 
this unequal weight, if my own health, and reputation, which 
is dearer to me, were the only things likely to be expofed: 
but when 1 confider how the public I'ervicc muft fuffer by my 
weak performances, I am incxciifable if I do not cnd<^avour 
to obtain from your Majefty, in. the behalf of your Com¬ 
mons, another opportunity for re-confidering this hafty rcfclu- 
tion they are come to. 

The place requires a man of other guife qualifications than 
1 am matter of:—a much better un ierftanding, a founder; 
judgment, and ftronger conftiiution, than mine, are all ne- 
ceffary: 

I need enumerate no more particulars, wherein I am want¬ 
ing, to your Majefty \ to whom my infufficiencies in bufuiefs 
are not unknowm \ hoping 1 have faid enough already to 
induce your Majefty to difappro-<» me : the good confequtncV 

wherc^ 
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whereof muft be, that your Commons will quickly prefpnt 
fome fitter perfon for the execution of this great tiuft ; upon 
the due difeharge whereof, a good agreement between your 
Majefty and your people, the greatell blelling which attends 
this natio i, fo much depends. 

“ » WAitj^eiipon the light honourable the Lord Chancellor ac- 
.V, iJMa’kted the Houfc, that his Majefty had been pleafed 
approve the choice they had made of Sir Thomas 
. tticton for their Speaker. 


After which, Mr. Speaker fpoke thus; 

MaV It pleale your Majefty, 

OlNCE your Majefty has been pleafed to approve the choice 
which your Commons have made, it becomes me not to 
contci.d longer with your Majefty; but refign myfclf to your 
Majeity’s royal plcafure ; and endeavour to difeharge my duty 
in the chair in the belt m^^incr that 1 can. 

As your Majefty has, to tfie wonjer of mankind, afted im- 
poflibililics; you may command others to do the like: Nm 
habco 'irt^cniunij Cafar Jed juffit, habebo. 

By which I mean no more, but that I will try my utmoft to 
anfwcr your Majefty’s cxpe£lation. 

For my encoiiragemeni, I humbly befeech your Majefty to 
pardon all my miftakes and failures; or, at leaft, never to im¬ 
pute any of them to your Commons; whereby they may re¬ 
ceive any prejudice in your Majefty’s good opinion; which 
they will always ftudy to preferve. 

There remains no more, but that I alk of yonr Majefty, in 
the name and behalf of the Commons, the prefervation of all 
their ancient rights and privileges; particularly, freedom of 
fp>och ; privilege from arrefts for thcmfclves and fervants; arid 
a tree nccefs, as often as occalion requires, to your Majefty’s 
facn d perfon. 


His Majrffs mof gracious Speech^ February i, 1C99. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T CAME to pafs the bill for dilbanding the army, as foon as I 
.underft'Hv' it was ready for me. 

I I'liouizh, in our prefent circumftances, th#e appears great 
hazard m breaking fuch a number of the troops ; and though 
I might think myfelf unkindly ufed that thofe guards, who 

came 
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cailie over wiih me to your aniftancc, and have conHantiy at¬ 
tended me in all the atSlions wherein I have been engaged, 
fboitld be removed from me \ yet it is my fixed opinion, that 
nothing can be fo fiital to us, as that any dillrult or jealoiify 
ihoiild arife between me and my people ; which, I mult own, 
would have been very iincxpefted, after what I hayc^ undcr-^' 
taken, ventured, and aded, for the relloring and fee 
their liberties. ^ 

I have thus plainly told you the only reafon which tfas in¬ 
duced me to pafs this bill; and, now, I think myfclf obh;;cd, 
in difcharge of the trull repofed in pie, and for my o /n jufti- 
fication, that no ill confcquenccs may lie at my door to tell 
you as plainly my judgment, that the nation is left tov^ much 
expofed. 

It is therefore incumbent upon you to take this matter into 
your ferious conlideration; anti effedually provide fuch a 
ftrength as is nccelVary for the fafety of the kingdom, aud the 
prefervation of the peace which God hath given us. 



Addrefs of the tJoufe of Commons^ Fcht uary 3, 1699. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

WE’ your Majelly’s moft dutiful and lopi fubjeds,the Com¬ 
mons, in Parliament alfembled, being highly fenfible of 
the difficulties your Majcfty has undertaken, the labours you 
have fuftained, and the hazards you have run, in refeuing us 
from popery and arbitrary power, reftoring our liberties, and 
giving peace and quiet to all Chriftendoin, beg leave to return 
.our moft hearty thanks for your moft gracious fpecch ; in 
which you exprefs fo great a regard for the good-will and af- 
fe£lions of your people, and have given fo undeniable a proof 
of your readinefs to comply with the defires of yotir Parlia¬ 
ment ; and as your Majefty has fhewm a moft tender and fa¬ 
therly concern for the fecurity and fafety of your people, fo 
give us leave to affiire your Majefty, that you fhall never have 
reafon to think the Commons are undutiful or unkind to your 
Majefty 4 but that we will, upon all occafions, ftand. by and 
affiit your Majefty in the prefervation of your facred perfon, 
tnd fupport of your government, againft all your enemies 
whatfoever* 


i 
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iils s Anfwery February 6, 1699* 

Gentlemen, 

T TAKE this addrefs very kindly. I ant fully fatisHed 
your duty and afFedtion to me ; and have no doubt but you 
vriM always adk in the manner you have exprefled on this oc- 
calion., ^ 

•» ■ 

Ada^'ejs of the Houfe of Commeusy Sebrusry 18, 1699. 

Mort igracious Sovcrrig/i, 

TIIITEj your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fnbjedks, the 
' ^ Commons, in Puiliamcnt ailcmbled, having obferved the 
great 4:oncourfc to this city of papills, and other difaffedlcd 
perfons, who have not owned your Majelty to be lawful and 
rightful King of thefe realms ; and the boldncfs they aflUtne 
from your Majefty’s unexampled clemency, not only to keep 
horfes and arms, contrary to b\v, but alfo to frequent all pub¬ 
lic places of refort, near ytmr two Houfes of Parliament, and 
even to approach yotir royal palaces'; whereby they may have 
opportunities to perpetrate any wicked attempt againft your 
royal perLon ; on the fafely and prefervation whereof our reli¬ 
gion and liberties, and the peace and welfare, not only of 
thefe kingdoms, but of all Europe, do in very great ineafun: 
depend. 

And having alfo confidcrcd the many plots and confpiracies 
againh your Majelty*s perfon and government, but cfpeciidly 
the late horrid intended all'aflinaliui), contrived and carried on, 
not only by papifts, whole religion aiul interell might lead 
them to it, but even by fuch, who, at their death, to the great 
fcandal of out religion, profelfed and owned thcmfelves to be 
members of thccliiirch of England; which chiefly, under God, 
owes its prefervation and defence to your Majelly ; and whofe 
dodlrincs are diredlly oppollte to all fuch inhuman and treafou- 
able prailices. 

And having alfo Certain information, that great numbers of 
popilh priells and jefuits, within this city, and parts adjacent, 
intrude thcmfelves into the prefence of fick and dying perfons, 
with defign to prevail upon them, in their weaknefs, to be re¬ 
conciled to the church of Rome ; and daily endeavour to per¬ 
vert and feduce from their allegiance your Majelly’s good fub- 
,kds, impoifoning them with their .w'icked and damnable doc- 
irines and principles ; and that they have imported great quan¬ 
tities of popiih books, and keep fchcols to breed up and inilrutSk 
children in the Romilh fuperllition and idolr.rry. 

I We 


/ 
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We therefore hold ourfelves obliged, for quieting the mintitJ 
of your good fubjefts, and in duty to your Majcfty, humbly t<J 
befeech your Majelly that you will be gracioufly pleafed, in 
order to. fupprefs fiich pradUces of the relHefs and notorious 
enemies of your gnvernirlent, to iffiic out your royal proclama¬ 
tion for removing all papifts, and others, who difown your 
Majefty’s government, from the City of London, and parts Ad¬ 
jacent, according to the laws : and that the laws may put in 
execution againil them, in fuch manner, that their wi:kcd dc- 
figns may be effedlually difappointed. y 


His Majejiy s Anjiuert February 22, 1699, 
Gentlemen, 

WILL take care that the laws fliall be put in execution, 
according to your delirc. 


Hh AiajeJi/s JMeJJage to the Haufe of Commons^ 

March 1 8, 1699. 

William Rex. 

pJlS Majcfty is pleafed to let the Houfe know, that the nc- 
ceflary preparations are made for tranfporting the guards, 
who came with him into England ; and that he intends to fend 
them away immediately, unlefs, out of confideration to him, 
the Houfe be difpofed to find a way for continuing them longer 
in “bis iervice j which his Majcfty would take very kindly. 


Addrejt t% his Majejiy by the Houfe of Commons^ 

March 20, 1699. 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje£ls, the 
Commons, in this prefent Parliament aftcmbled, do, 
with unfeigned zeal to your Majefty’s perfon and government, 
fwhich God long preferve!) raoft humbly reprefent to your 
Majefty; 

That the palling the late a£l for dilbanding the army gave 
great fatisfadlion to your fubjeds ; and the jeadinefs your 
^Majcfty has exprefted, by your raclTage, to comply with the 
puntSlual execution thereof, will prevent all occalion of diftruft. 
or jealoufy between your Majcfty and your people. 

It is, Sir, to your loyal Commons, an unfpcakable grief, 
that your Majcfty Ihould be advifed to propofe any thing in 

your\ 
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your bieflkgey to Ivhiuh they cannot confent^ with due' regtiTd 
to that conltitution your Majefty came over to reftore, andhavo 
fo often expofed your royal perfon to prefcrve; and did, in 
your gracious declaration, promife, that all thofc foreign forces 
which came over with you, (hould be fent back. 

In duty therefore to your Majefty, and to difcharge the truft. 
eepofed in us, we crave leave to lay before you, that nothing 
conduceth more to the happinefs and welfare of this kingdom, 
than an pntire confidence between your Majefty and your peo¬ 
ple; .which can be no way fo firmly eftablifhed, as by intruft- 
iijg your facred perfon with your own fubjefls, who have fo 
eminent''/ fignalized thcmi'elves, on all occafions, during the 
late long and expenlive war. 


Addrefs to his Majtjiy by the Hovfe of Commons, 

March 29, 1699. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, ' 

WE- your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje^s, the 
Commons, in Parliament afleAibled, having taken into 
our feiioiis confideration the flate of the navy, do moft hum¬ 
bly reprefent to your Majefty ; 

That the Straits fquadron not failing till September laft, 
was prejudicial to England, and a great mifmanagement. 

That the order made by the commiflioners of the admiralty, 
the 12th of September, 1695, giving Henry Prieftman, Efqj 
an allowance of ten ihillings per diem, from the date of his 
commillion, as commander in chief before Sally, in the year 
1684, till the fhip Bonadventute was paid off, over and above 
his pay as captain of the faid ftiip, was very unreafoilable, and 
a mifapplication of the public money. 

That the vi( 5 lualling any of your Majefty's (hips, by others 
than by tke viduallcrs appointed for that fervice, or their agents, 
is contrary to the courfc of the navy, and m^y be of ill con^ 
lequence. 

That many new and unneceftary charges have, in an extra-* 
ordinary manner, been intioduccd into the navy, contrary to 
the rules of the navy ; which is a great mifmanagement. 

'I'hat the dedu<ftions of poundage, taken by the paymafters 
of the navy, for ftop-cloaths, dead mens' deaths, tobacco, cheft 
at Chatham, chaplain, and furgeon, is without warrant, and 
ought to be accounted for. 

’ That it is inconfiftent with the fervice of the navy, for the 
fan;* perfon to be one of the commillioncrs for executing the 

office 
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office of Lord Lord High Admiral, and Treafurer of the‘Navy, 
at the fame time. 

And that the palling any account of monies impreffed for the 
contingent ufes of the navy, without regular vouchers, or fuch 
ether proof as the nature of the fervice will admit, either with 
or ivithout a lign manual, is contrary tp the rules apd methods 
of the navy, and of dangerous confequence. ’ * 

All which we beg leave to lay before your Majcfty, defiring 
that you will be gracioufly pleafcd to take ededual care, that 
the mifmanagements herein complained of may be prevented 
for the future. 


Anfvjer by his Majejiy^ April 4, 1699. 

Gentlemen, 

T WILL ennfider your addrefs: it is my defire, that all forts 
of mifmanagements anti irregularities Ihoultl he prevented or 
fedrefl’ed : you may be allured I will take the belt care I can in 
relation to the navy ; the right ma,nagement whereof is of fo 
great concern to the kingdom. 


His Majejlfs mojl gradmiS Speech, November 1 6 , 1699, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HOPE you will not think I have called you out of your 
countries too foon, if you confider that our common fecuriiy 
requires a farther provifion fhould be made for the fafety of the 
kingdom by fea and land, before we are at the end of -what 
was granted for that purpofe the lall Icflion: and, when you 
enter upon tins bufiuel's, 1 believe you will think it necell'ary 
to take care of the repair of the ihips, and of the fortifications ; 
without which, our fleet cannot be fafe when it is in harbour. 

1 cannot omit to put you In mind of another matter, in which 
fo great a number of my fubjefts is concerned, and wherein the 
honour of the kingdom, and the faith of Parliaments, is fo far 
engaged, that our future fccurity feems to depend upon it; 1 
mean, the making good the deficiencies of the funds, and the 
difeharging the debts contraded by rcafon of the war: and, 
till we may be fo happy to lee the public debts paid, 1 lhall 
hope that no rcflion will end without fomething done towards 
lelTening them. 

While I am fpeaking to you on this head, I think rayfellt 
obliged to mention, with a very particular concern, a debt 

which 
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tvliich* is owing to the Prince of Denmark ; the ftatc whereof 
- I have ordered to be laid before you. 

Gentlemen of the Hoiife of Commons, < 

Thefe things arc of fi'ch importance, that I muft carncfliy^ 
recommend them to your confideration, and defire you to pi^' 
vid 5 the ntcelfary fiipplies. 

My. Lords and Gcnllerneii, 

There js nothing T fhould more rejoice in, than that I were 
'iiot iiiuler the necciiity of fo (.1;^ i\ aiiring aids of my people ; 
but as the real'on of it is evident, hrcaul'c ilic funds rcri.iorl^ 
applied to (h fray the public expen(c, are now anticipated for 
paynicnl of tlie debts of the kingdom ; fo it is my fatisfaefion, 
that you all fee, that noifiing of is demanded, is for any 

perfonal id’e of mine : and I do fid hfully ail'uie you, that no 
part ol Avlial is given fliall be diverted from any pU|j)ofe for 
whicli it is defiyned. 

1 believe tlie nation is already fenfible of the good eficdls of 
peace, Ir. the maiiiLft increafe of trade; which 1 lhallmakeit 
my biilincfs to encourage by aif uiLuib in my power: pro¬ 
bably it mig’it receive an ad'/ah-aea, if I'omc good bill were 
prepared lor th' clfi p eventing and pnniftiing clan- 

deftinc iradii.g ; v/iueh. ’:ks noi mily ‘endio d.,tr4ind the public, 
but prejiulices tnc fair mevchant, and clifcouragos v'ur own 
manufaclure?. 

The incitafe of the poor I.s become a burden totl'.c kingdom; 
and their loofc and idle life docs, in I’omc nu afurc, contribute 
to that depravation of manners which is complained of, I fear, 
with too much re:-on: whether the grouruls of ll\b, evil be 
from dcfedls in the laws already made, or in vhc cxecutiori of 
them, deferves your confideration : as ii is an indifpenfablc 
duty, that the poor, who are not able to liclp ihemfcives, 
ihould be maintained; fo I cannot but think fi cxtremtly de- 
fuable, lliat fiich as arc able and willing, fiiould not want 
employment; and fuch as are obftinate and unwilling, Ihould 
be compelled to labour. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have a full aifu ranee of the good afFciflions of my people ; 
which I (hall endeavour to preferve by a conftant care of their 
juft rights and liberties ; by maintaining the eftablifhed reli- = 
gion ; by feeing the courfe of juflicc kept ftcady and equal; 
by countenancing virtue, and difeouraging vice ; and by de¬ 
clining no difficulties or dangers, where their welfare and 
profperity may be concerned: thefe are ray refolutions ; and I 
VoL. 1 . A a aitt 



(35+) 

■ ftn perfuadeJ, that yon are come together with purpofes on 
your part fuitable to thcfe on mine. Since then our aims art 
only for the general good, let ns with confidence in one 
another ; which will not fail, by God’s blefling, to make roe a 
happy King, and you a great and flourifhing people. 


jiddrefs by the Hsiifc of Commons, Detember i, 1699* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, • — - 

VyE, your Majefly’s moft duiifiil and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons, in Parliament aireinbled, being highly fen- 
llble, that nothing is more necclTary for the peace and welfare 
of this kingdom, the quieting the minds of your people, and 
difappointing the defigns of yonr enemies, than a mutual and 
entire cc^fidence between your Majefty and your Parliament, 
do eftcem it onr greatcll misfortune, that after having fo amply 
provided for the fecurity of your Majcfiy and your government, 
both by fea' and land, any jcaloufy br dittrnft hath been raifed 
of our duty and afFo<flions*to your lacred Majefly and yonr peo¬ 
ple ; and beg leave hnmbiy to reprefent to your Majefty, that 
it will greatly conduce to the continuing and eflablilhing. an 
entire confidence between your Majefty and your Parliament, 
that you will bcplcafed to Ihew marks of your high difpleafure 
towards all fin h perfons who have, or (hall prefmne to mifre- 
prefent their proceedings lo yonr Maje/ly, 

And yonr Commous, having likevvife a due fenfe of the great 
care atid concern )ntir IVl.*ji.lty has ahsays exprened for prefer- 
■ ving and *■ lainKiiiiing the religion, rights, and liberties of your 
people, in defence of vvl.ich your Majelty hath fo often expofed 
your royal perfon, will life tlieir iitmoli care and endeavour to 
prevent and difeonrage all f.ilfe rumours and reports refltding 
upon your Majefty, ami your government, whereby to creat« 
any mifunderllanding between you and your fubjedls. 


His Miijcjiy i mojl gracious Speech, December 5, 1699. 
Gentlemen, 

T^Y Parliaments have done fo great things forme, and,I 
have, upon all former occafions, exprefled fo great a fenfe 
of iheir kindnefs, and my opinion has been fo often declared, 
that the happinefs-of an Englilh King depends u^n an entire 
good corrcfpondcncc between him and his Parliament, that it 
«annot feem ftrangc /or me to alfurc you, that no perfons have 

ever 
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ever yet dared to go about to ir.lfreprcfent to me the proceed^ 
itigs of cither Hotife : had I found any fuel'., they would have 
imt-ncdiut Jy jclr tlic highefl marks of r.iy difplcafure : it is a 
juftice I owe, not only to irfy Purliaincnt':, Lut to every one of 
my fiibjecfs, to judge of them by ih ir a*dious ; and this u;Ie I 
V/iU ileadHj^' piirCue. If any ihall hereafier attevipt to put 
me on other mctliod'',« by calumnies or miricpre'eutalions, 
they’will not only fail t)f fuccefs, but Iliall be looked upon, 
and treated by me, as my woHl enemies. 


Gentlctnen, 

I am plcaici! to fee, by four addrefs, that you have the fame 
thoughts of the great advantages which v/iii mifue to the king¬ 
dom fntm on; mutual cfuitidcnec, as I ccm'eilal to both 
Houfes at the opening of this felliou. I take very kindly the 
alfurancc you give me, ot ufing your uimoli care and endeavour 
to prevent and dlfcourage all falfe rumours and report^ refleft.- 
ing upon me and my government ; and 1 faithfully promife 
yoti, tiiat no actions of mine lhall give a juft ground for any 
Hiifundetilanding between the and my people. 


Speech by the Speaker of the Honfe of Commonly Feb. lo, lyoi. 

May it plcafc your moft excellent Majefty, 

Commons of England, in Parliament alTemblcd, in 
obedience to your Majefly’s commands, have proceeded 
to the elciflion of a Speaker ; and by ibeir diredlion I am prcr 
fented to your Majefty, as the cfFedI: of that choice ; at the 
fame time, I muft humbly lay before your Majefty, my own 
infufficiency to difcliarge To great a truft ; anil therefore do 
nioft earneftly befccch your Majedy to accept my excufe ; and, 
that the public may receive no dctiimcnt from my want of abi¬ 
lity, 1 moft heartily beg your Majefty will give your Commons- 
an opportunity to make a better choice. 

His Majefty was pleafed to approve of the choice they had 
made j and allowed of Mr. Harley to be their Speaker. 


After which Mr. Harley replied : 

May it plcafe your Majefty, 

CINCE your Majefty hath not been pleafed to admit of my 
excufc, it is my duty' to fubmit; and I do, in the firft 
place, with the utmoft thankfulnefs, acknowledge the iindc- 
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fcrvcd honour your MajcRy ivS plcafcd to confer upon me: and 
that I may the belter dii'chargc that great trull which your Ma- 
jefty, and the Commons, have committed to me, I am an 
humble fuitor to your Majefly, that none of my failings or in¬ 
timities may be impuud to your faithful Commons ; and that 
your Commons may be better enabled to conbder of the impor¬ 
tant affairs tha! fiiallcomc before them, I do, in their name', by 
humble petition, lay claim to all their ancient rights and privi¬ 
leges ; and more particularly, tliat they may have freedom Irom 
arreftsanddiflurbancetotheirperfons,eltate.s,and fervants; liberty 
of fpecch, for the better management of their debates ; freedom 
of accefs to your Majefly’s royal plrfon, upon occafion ; and 
thit the proceedings (jf the Hoiifc may receive a favourable in¬ 
terpretation, and be free from all mifconfl nidi ions. 

I have nothing more to add, but my hearty prayers, and 
poor endeavours, that the confnltations of the Parliament may 
tend to the honour and lafety of your Majeily and your 
ikingdoms. 


O 


His Alajcjlys mrjl gnlcious Speech, February 14, I’jCft, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

UR great misfortune in the lofs of the Duke of Glonccflcr 
hath made it abfolutcly neceffary, that there flionld be a 
further provifion for. the fucceilion to the crown in the pro- 
tcflant line, after me and the Princefs. The hapj.iiicfs ol the 
nation, and the fccurity of our religion, which is your chicfeil 
concern, fccins fo much to dcjicnd upon this, that 1 cannot 
doubt but it will iv/jct vrilh a general concuncncc ; and car- 
ncflly recommend it to your cr.rlv .and cPfecliial confuicration. 

'I be death of the late King of Spain, with the declaration of 
his fucctiTrr to that monnrcliy, has made fo great an alteration 
in t’lc afl.iiis abioad, that I nuifl deliie you, very maturely, to 
confidcr their piefent flaie : and 1 make no doubt but your rc- 
folutions tb' rcupon wii! be fuch as fliall be moll conducing to 
the inlcrell and lafety of I'higland, the prefervation of the pro- 
teftant religion in’general, and the peace of all Europe. 

I'I’.efe tilings are of fuch weight, that I have ihouglit them 
moll proper tor the confideratiou of anew Parliament, to have 
the more immediate fenfe of the kingdom in fo great a con- 
jundlure. 

I mufldcfireof you. Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
fuch fupplics as you (hall judge necefl'aiy for the ferviec of the 
current year: and 1 muft panicuiarly pul you in mind of the 
, deficiencies 



( 3S7 ) 

de&cicncics and public debtSi occafioned by the late war^ that 
arc yet unprovided for. 

I am obliged further to recommend to you, that you would 
infped the condition of the tlcoi; and confidcr what repairs or 
augmentations may be requifitc lor the navy; which is thfl^ 
great buhvOTk of the Englilh nation, and ought, in this con- 
jundurc moft efpccially, to be put in a good conditinn : and 
that you would alfo coniider what is proper for the better fecu- 
rity of thofe places whOTc the fltips arc laid up in winter. 

Tlic regulation and improvement of our trade is of fo pub¬ 
lic concern, that 1 hop^ it will ever have your ferious 
thoughts; and if you can find proper means of fetting the poor 
at work, you will cafe yuuvfelvcs of a very great burden, and, 
at the fame time, add fo many ufeful hands to be employed in 
our manufadures, and otiicr public occalious, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I hope there will be fuch an agreement and vigour in the refo- 
Intions yon fliall lake, upon the important matters now before 
you, as may make it appeJr we arc iirmly united among our- 
Iclves ; and, in my opinion, nothing can contribute more to 
our fafety at home, or to our being confiderablc abroad. 


MJrcfs to his Aljirfiy by the^ioufe of ComrJions^ ^jyril i6, 1701, 
Moll gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefl)’s moft dutiful and b’va! fi.bjeds, the 
Common., in Parliament aiTcmblcd, ilo ’uibly crave 
leave to rcprefenl to your Mai. !ly the ..veal Li! *^adion we have 
from our late inquiry concerning 'lie ircaty n partition, made 
in the year one thoulaud iIk huiidri. I nincly-iight, on which 
the treaty of unc thoufand fix l.in.Jied ninety-nine was 
founded, to fee your Majedy’s great caic tf >our people, and 
this nation, in not tin-ring into tint ULgotiation without the 
advice of your Englilh couiifcUors ; aiul tinJing, lliat J')!in, 
Lord Sommers, on whole judg- 'ent your Majelly did chiefly 
rely in that fo important affair, did, in concert 'vitp Ed¬ 
ward, Earl of Orford, and Charles, L' .al Ilalilax advife 
your Majelly to enter info that treaty, of fo dangerous 
confequence to the trade and welfare of this nation; and 
who, to avoid ll.e cenfure which might jullly i.c app-e- 
hended to fall on thofe who advifed the fame, endeavourpd 
to infinuate, that your Majefly, whhout the advice of your 
council, entered into that treaty; aud, under your fac.ed na.'ie, 
to feek prolcdtion for what thcmfelvcs had fo advifed: of w hich 
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treatment of your Majdty we cannot but have a juft refcilt- 
ment; and that they may be no lo:if?er able to deceive your 
Majefty, and abnfe your people, wc do humbly belcech yoiir 
Majefty, that you will be pleafed t(» remove John, Lord Som- 
Vers; Ldward, L.m'I of Oifoid \ and Charles,Lord 11 ajifax,from 
your councilh and prefer cc for ever ; and ulfo Willrani, Karl of 
Portland, wdu) triufudcd ihefc treatic'-, fo unjufr iji their own 
naluit*, and fo fatal in tlu-'r conK'quoiiccs to this nation,*and 
the peace of Lun”)c- And we huinbly«ciave leave, upon this 
occalion, to repea: enir aftiirancfs to ytmv Majefty, that we will 
al\va)3 ftauci l>y and fiipj^ort your ^Majefty, .to the «»tmofl: of 
our jHi’.va,;, ii^aiuli all your cncmie.s, both at home and 
abroad. 


IJ',i A'f.jjal',': Jvfy.'ct'j yfjr/l 2Ji, I’/or, 

T AM vviilintj to l->lvC all (yccafn'iis of th.iiiking yon very 
heartily i'or the aiiiir iiu’cs you have freqc.ently given rnc, 
and now repeat, of ftandir.g bv, and Aipporting me, againft 
all our cncinies, both ai diome and abroad ; towards wiiich, 
nothing, in iny npinic;'., can ('onirlbote fo niucli, as a gf)od 
corr- ipondence be: ••.;c ..nd my pi oplc : and therefore you 

may depend upon ii, I will employ none in my lerviec, 
but fiich as (hall l>c li-.o:;; i.t nioft likedy to tniprttve that mutual 
truft and I onfiderTce between us, "V^iiqb is ft) necclfary, in this 
conjundiirc, tor our own fecurity, and tijc defence atul 

preftryatian of our allies. 


fi'om his vjllh Tvuo Lciias, Alay 8, 1701. 

William Ri:x. 

TTlS Majefiy having lately received an account from Mr, 
Stanhope, of ib.c piel'cnt polture «d affairs in Holland, 
and likewife a letter from the States General, which is of liic 
greateft importance i and his Majefty, who has fo perfect a 
knowledge of their .fountry, being entirely convinced of the 
hardfhipof their prefent condition, and the great preffnres they 
now lie under, which are particularly exprclfcd in the above- 
mentioned letter, has thought it ablolutcly neceffary to commu¬ 
nicate ’he fame to this Houfe, that the expectation the States 
have of prefent aftiftance from his Majefty niav more fully ap¬ 
pear ; and his Majefty does not doubt but this Houfe will be fo 
jultly fcnfible of thofe immediate dangers to which they ftand 
e^^pofedj to take the fame iiilo their molt feriuus and eftcc- 
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tual c(ftifideration ; it being moft evident, that the fafety of 
England, as well as the very being of Holland, dues vervimich 
depend upon your refolutions in this matter. 

Kcnfington, May 8, lyoi. 


f , 

Then a Letter from the St^cs General to his Majefty was read, 
which is as followeth, viz. 

Sir, 


^INCE the proteftation we made to yonr Majefty, in our 
lafl letter of a^d April; not to enter into any negotiation 
with France, but in concert with England, w'e have judged it 
proper to aik Count tl’Avaiix, Amballador Extraordinaiy from 
his Moft Chrillian Majefty, if he was inclined and authorized 
to enter again upon tlie negotiation in the manner it was begun 
jointly with the Miniftcr of your Majefty, as your Majefty 
will fee by our refolution of the 2d of this montli^here in- 
clcfcd : Count d’Avaux, having fent it to his Moft Chriftiati 
IMajcfty, after the return of his exprefs, prefented a memorial* 
of which we likewife add a copy to this letter : w'c immediately 
communicated it to h^r. Stanhope, your Majefty’s Envoy Ex¬ 
traordinary ; and having confnltcd with him about it, wc 
found fome things obfeure in the Paid memorial, which made us 
lioubt of the true meaning of it: llierefore w'c ihonght it necef- 
fary to acquaint ihq faid Count d’Avanx wdth the letter we had 
the honour to wiite to your Majelty the 23d oi April laft pall ; 
and tliat wc were engaged not take any mcalures in the ue gotia- 
tion, blit in concert with your Majefty. Count d’Avanx made 
anfwerto our deputies, that he was come hither to treat about 
the means of preferving the genera! peace, and eltablilhing our 
particular fafety ; that if wc w'luild concert thereupon wiih 
your Majefty, he had nothing to objcdl againfl it ; and that he 
was content that your Majefty’s F-n\oy Ihould aftill at the con¬ 
ferences that are to be held on that fubje6i; but that he was 
not at all authorifed to enter into net'oliation with him about 
the concerns of Enelaud, which w^cre to be treated elfewhcre. 
To which our deputies reprefented, that in the prefervation of 
the general peace, in which your Majefty is equally concerned 
with ns, our fafety cotild no ways be feparated from that of 
England : that the intereft therein was common to both the two 
nations; and that, in the prefent negotiation, your Majefty 
could not, without doing you wrong, be looked upon other- 
wife than as a principal party, as well as we; but, notwilh- 
ftanding the many inftances, and all the reafons our deputies 
could alledge. Count tj’Avaux perfiAcd in his aforefaid anlwer ; 
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faying, that he had no other orders; that he would fe*nd onr 
refolntions, of which your Majcfty will lind herewith a copy, 
to the court of France \ without giving the Icaft hopes of re¬ 
ceiving an anfwcr agreeable to our fenfe of matters. Upon the 
report which was made to us of this matter, we judged, that 
this means the intereft of Jmgland would be feparated from 
riiofe of our Republic, w'hcrcas vi^ think them ihfcpaiablc : 
and fmee it is evident that they are To, we could draw nodthcr 
conclufion from this proceeding, than that France has a mind 
to put an end to thofe coniercnces, and to grant none of the 
fecuritics demanded, and which arc fo nccclVary for the prefer- 
vation of yonr Majelty’s kingdo.ns/and of our State. We are 
obliged to make all this knov\n i.i your'Majelly ; and do again 
prolcd, that our intereRs being the fame with thofe of your 
Majcliy, in this prefent negonatiou, and not to be feparated 
one from the other, we \^ill not fulFer them by any means to 
be divided. At the fame time, Sir, W'e cannot but rcpiefcnt 
to your fvJajrRy the great need v.e have of bci)ig adiRed witli- 
out lofs of time, if vvn; will prevent the ruin which threatens 
us,' and the evident danger we are'in. Your MajcRy knows 
pcrfeilly well the Rate oftnir uRairs, and will calily judge if it 
be poRible, in the condi ion we are, tei rcfiR the Forces of 
France, fo much fuperior to our\^ ; which was the rcafon of 
our carneR rccpicR to yoin' M.ijeRy to perform llie treaty made, 
with the approbation of the Ikirllamcnt, in the year 1678, be- 
tvveen King Cbarlcs the Secojiil, of gl-.nious memory, and this 
State. Wc do now repeat our moR prdiitig inRance*^, that we 
may have fpeedily the lucco'us Ripulated, and the entire effect 
of the faid treaty. We hope your will fcrifUiRy con- 

fider the Rate wc are in, Lfpeeialiy alter the pofitivc alfurencc 
your MajcRy has given us, that yoi:r Parliament liad refohed 
to intereil tl;-e-m!U\es with vigour for our prd.nation ; and to 
fiRift us, in otir prefent nceetiily, by furniihing tiic fuccours 
agreed on. Wc will actpuiinl yoiir MajcRy with the poRurc 
France puts itfelf in; and your MajcRy v. ill tliercby judge, 
whether onr fear is ill-grounded, which tmimates our demands. 
France, not being fatisRcd with leaving taken polfeRion of all 
the places that belonged to Spain in the Netherlands, does 
daily put into them, and caufc adually to march thither, very 
formidable forces. They are drawing a line from the Scheldt, 
near Antwerp, to the Made; and beginning another line, as 
we are informed, from Aniv. crp to ORcnd : they fend to the 
places whjch are ncareR to our frontiers, a very great number 
of cannon ; they crc6f, with all diligence, a great many iwaga- 
«ines in Flandcrc, Prabant, Gcldcrs, and at Namur: which 
they fill with all forts of ammunition, and provifion for war 5 
• befide^ 
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befidcs the vafl quantity of forage they lay up every'where 5 
they build forts under the cannon of our towns. Moreovfer, , 
they have endeavoured, and do ftill endeavour, without ceafing, 
to feparate the Princes our friends from our interett, and to en¬ 
gage them in *our alliance, or at lead to a neutrality, Infine» 
our^friends *re made ufekfs to us by the intrigues and divilions 
in the empire, and thofe of France augmented ; fo that we are 
furroutided on all Tides, except by fca. You fee, Sir, without 
any difguife, the true date and condition to which wc are re¬ 
duced, without the addition of any thing but what is matter of 
fa£t. 'I'his makes us hope^ that as your [vlajcfty knows per- 
fedlly well our affairs, you will agree with us, that our condi¬ 
tion at prel'cut is woiTe than it was during the laft war, and 
worfe than if we were ailually in w’ar ; fince they build forts 
under the cannon of our ftrong places, and make lines along 
our trontiers ; and that wc cannot hinder them, as we could 
do, if wc were in war. Thelc reafons oblige us to^ut our- 
fclvcs in a defenfive condition, more than if w'e W'erc aflually 
attacked ; to put our country under ’>va*er, and even to cut pur 
dikes, to fecure our frontiers; wc find ourfelvcs forced to 
make ufe of thefe means, and whatever clfe we could have done 
in an open war ; infomuch that our fubje£ls fnffer already more 
than .they did in the laft war. Hiihcrlo the winter has been 
fomc feat of a fniall fecurity to us ; that Teafon is now pall, and 
wc do expert every monit-nt to be invaded and over-run, unlefs 
we arc ipeidily fuccoured: we do proniife it ourfelvcs from 
you, Sir, t fpccially fiiuc it lias p!ca^^d your Majcfty to allure 
iw, that your Parliament had taken favourable refolutions in 
our h’hcif; and, as our neceftity Is very prefling, fo we be- 
fccch your Majcfty to confidcr well the extremity we arc in ; 
and the impoflibility wc arc under of avoiding the ruin and 
overthrow of our ftatc, if wc arc left in tliis condition. Sir, 
we believe the intcrefts of iLngland fo clofely united to oiir’s,^ 
that we will expofe ourfelvcs to all events, rather than fuffer 
tlicm to be feparated, or to lake any other meafiires than in 
cor.i'crt with your Majcfty. It is very nccdlcfs to reprefent to 
your MajcPiy, tliat the prefervation of your own kingdoms 
ihouId engage you to prevent our ruin, feeing wc think their 
lofs is infcparablc from our’s. T'he reafons. Sir, are better 
known to you than to us, as w'ell as the fatal confequences 
they will be expofed to in leaving us in this condition ; which 
pciTuade us, that by your Majefty’s great, prudence, and the 
good intentions of your Parliament, you will direct all things 
fo as to let all Europe fee, that nothing is more conducing to 


Sic Oiig, 


its 
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Its fafety) than the alliances with England, and your friendihip 
for us. We expeft without delay the fuccoiirs, and the per¬ 
formance of the, aforementioned treaty ; and pray to God, 
Sir, to preferve your Majelly’s facreJ perfon in a long ftate of 
licalth, and your dominions in a ilounthing profperity. 

At the Hague, i3ih of May, 1701. 

Your Majeily’s very humble fervant’, 

The States General of the United Provinces, 

J. Wickers. 

By order of the States, 

J. Fagel. 


And a Letter from ?\Tr. Sta niioi’f to Mr. Secretary Hedges. 
was read : whicli if» as fullowelh, viz. 


Copy of Air, Stanhope^s Letter to fi'f -. Sea ctaty Ha^geSy elated the 
, Hague, the j'; A lay, 1701. 

Sir, 

» 

^T^HE conference I told yon in my lail, the State.s deputies 
* had invit».d me to itn- nc <1 tv.orniug, was to actiiiaint me 
in form witli '.he Cinintd'Avatoi's lait ^xmoria!, a copy vherc- 
of J then ailo fent you ; and to co.uider vvj.at vva.s fir to be doiie 
next. I anfwcrcci, that as wnolly tlieir hufinefs, and not 
properly ndne, further th.jn to firvc tiieiu, as 1 ihould be al¬ 
ways ready to do ; for as to uJl alfaiis of the King, my maftcM', 
1 was as much excluded from the co.nleicncer, by this memorial 
as by Monrit.;;r d’Avaux's former anfwcr ; anddeiiied it ntiglit 
be read before them : they were all (.f the fame opinion. 1 pro- 
pofed then, that it would be convcnieitt to be informed, whe¬ 
ther Moidicur d'Avaux nndciff.oocl it in the fame manner ; 


which they approved : and, conlideiing of the manner, it was 
Rgrccd, the only prrtpcr way for them was to demand a confe- 
Itncc with him, '1 o that the Penljonary objoilul, that . . .. 
had already one couten ncc without me: it they ihould have 

another, it might.occ.nfion to foicje ill-niinded people to 

blow it abroad, as if tl»c Stairs were iroatir/g fbu'ethin^ far 
their own particular iniereds, Lp.uate fiom thofe t>f England. 
1 eafily obviated that, l>y faying, that as 1 Itad reprefented to 
his Majefty their former confeicnce in tjuitc'dilllrent colours, 
as a prodiK-l of their great rtfpc£t and veneration of his Majef- 
ty, that they woiiid not expofe his Miniltcr to Monfleur 
id'Avaux’s caprices, till they knew from himfelf hovv he Ihould 
be received ; and the conlerer.re now propofed would be juiti- 
fied by the fame reafon'?, llnce it was ddigned only for the 
further clearing of the fame point, as i engaged to inform you 
i ' 1 that 
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that It was. Being fatisfied with this, they refolved on a cpn« 
ference; and after having had it at five in the evening yefcerday, 
they defired me to meet their deputies this morning at eleven 5* 
and delivered me the inclofed copy of their refolution, which 
was the fubfiance of the conference on their part. Monfieu^ 
d'Ayaux’i anfwcr was, he had no orders to admit me at the 
conferences with them on any other terms j but, upon their 
repeated inflances, he would write again to the King his 
mafter for a further eclairciirement; though he believed nothing 
would be altered. I found them in great apprehcnlions of fome 
fudden irivafion from the Tfcnch, by frelh advices from Flan¬ 
ders of extraordinary motions of their troops there ; and letters 
wiit to the governors of all the towns, and not to be opctied 
till fuch a day, and then immediately executed, ajlon the fame 
day ; more forces coming into the country, and tranfports of 
prodigious quantities of cannon, mortars, bombs, ammunition 
from feveral paits, towards their frontiers: and for jjhefe rca- 
fons, they refolved to write ihi'? poft to Monfieur Guildermalfcn, 
to move his Majefty again for the fucccTurs they cxpedled from 
England ; and defired me to do the^ fame ; as I perform, by 
letting you know it. 


His Aiajcjiy s moji gracims Speechy yunc 12, 17O!. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T RETURN you my hearty thanks for the care you have 
■*“ taken toeftahlifli the fuccellion to the crown in the proteftant 
line : and I mud not lofc this occafion of acquainting you, that 
I am likewife extremely fenfiblc of your repeated alfurances of 
fnpporting me in fuch alliances as thall be mod proper for the 
prei'ervation of the liberty of Europe, and for the feenrity of 
England and Holland. Your ready compliance with my de- 
firts, as to the fuccours for the Stales General, is alfo a great 
fatisfa«Slion to me, as well as a great advantage to the common 
caiife : and as I have nothing fo much at heart as the preferva- 
tion of the liberty of Europe, and the honour and intered of 
England ; fo I make no doubt of attaining thofe great ends, by 
the blelling of God, and the continuance of your cheerful 
concurrence. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The feafon of the year makes it necedary to have a fpeedy 
recefs ; and the podure of affairs abroad does abfolutely require 
my prefence, for the encouragement of our allies, and for the 

perfeding 
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perfecting of fuch alliances as may be mod cfFtdual for tlic 
common intcreft : and, therefore, I mud recommend a difpateh 
pf the public bufinefs; efpecially of thofc matters which aic 
of the greated fhiportancc. 

' jfddiefs to bis Majejiy by the Houfe of Qommons^ I2, 1701. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

XT^E, your Majedy’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjc£ts, the 
Commons, in Parliament allcmblcd, do, with all ima¬ 
ginable cheerfulnefs, return your M.ijclly our humble thanks 
tfor your mod gracious fpeech from th.c throne ; in which your 
Majcdy is pleafed toexprefs your royal approbation of the pro¬ 
ceedings of your Commons: and we do further unanimoufly 
affurc your Majelly, that we will be ready, on all occafions, 
to allid your Majedy in fupporting fuch alliances, as your 
Majedy.lhali think fit to make, in conjundlion with the Em¬ 
peror an^ Stales CJcncral, for the prefervation of the liberties 
of Etirope, the profpcrlty and peace of England, and for redu¬ 
cing the exorbitant power of Eraiicc. 


His /Via) 'sAnJvjcr^ I 4 j 1701. 

Gcr.Uctnen, 

1 THANK you very h.eartily for the unanimous anTuranccs 
you have given me of your rcadinefs 10 allid me in fupport¬ 
ing fuch alliances as I lhail mahe in coiijiiuililioii with the Em¬ 
peror and the States General : it will he a great cncoiirage- 
inent to them, to lind the fenfe of this kingdom fo folly ex- 
prclTed on this occafion ; and will likewifc contribute mod cf- 
fedfually to the obtaining iliofe great ends you have now men¬ 
tioned, on which the happinefs of Europe fo much depend. 


lJi% Mctjfys mojl gracious Speah^ fanmi'^y 2, 1702. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I PROMISE myfeif yon arc mat togctlicr full of lhat jud 
ftn.fc of the common danger of Eunipe, and that leTcnt- 
ment of the late proceedings of the Erench King, which has 
been fo fully and univerfally exprclfed in tlu^ loyal and fcafoii- 
ablc adc!»-c;i^ s of my people 

'J'lie owning and fetting up the pretended Prince of Wales 
for King of Lugland is not only the highed indignity offered to 
me, and the naii«m, but does fo nearly concern every man, 
who has a regard for the protedant religion, or the prefent and 
future quiet and happinefs of his country, that 1 need nut prefs 
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you to lay It ferloully to heart, and to cortf!d?r, what further 
efFcaiial means may be iilcd for fecuring the fucedlion of the 
crown in the* protdlant line, and cxtingniiliing the hopes of all 
pretenders, and their open or fecrct abettors. 

By the r rcnch King’s plaeing his grandfon on the throne oC 
Spam, he is,in a condition to opprefs the rclt of Europe, imlels 
fpcedy and'eftedual mcafures be taken: under this pietencc, 
he ijT become tlie real maftcr of the uholc Spanilh monarchy; 
he has made it to be entirely depending on France, and diftiofes 
ot it as ot his own dominions ; and, by that means, he has 
fu*oiindcd his neigiihoiirs in fitch a manner, that, though-the 
name of peace may be fahrto continue, yet they arc put to the 
expenfe anil inconvetiiencies of a war. 

This mull ailed England in the ncarcH and moll fenfible 
manner in refped to oitf trade, which will foon become prcca- 
lious in ail" the valuable branches of it; in refpedto our peace 
and fjfely at homig which we cannot itopc Ihotil^ Umg conti¬ 
nue ; and in refped to that pari which j'.nglaud ought to take 
in the prefcivation of, the libcuy of F.irope. 


in orch-r to obtiuic the gf.iiLral ealamiiv with which the reft 
of Chiillendom is I h rearer Led by iT.is exorbitant power of 
France, I have coricludeil fevcral alliances, according to the 
encoiuageniL'iit gi\tm me; by both lioufes of Parliament; 
which, I will diu-'l, ili.ll be bid bcfoie you; and wdiich, I 
doubt not, you will enable me to make good. 

Tlicrc are fome otber tnatics Hill depending, that fliall be 
likew ife coinmuricatcd to as foon as they are perfeded. 

It is lit I Ihciiki ;c!l you, l;;c eyes of all Euicpc are upon 
this Ibirliament ; all tviattcrs ate at a Hand till your rclolulions 
are known ; and therefore no lime ouglii to bc loll. 

You have yet an oppoifunity, by God's blcfling, to fccure 
to you, and )'»ur poftenty, the ijuiet enjoyment ;of your reli¬ 
gion and liberties, if you arc not wanting to yourfelvcs, but 
will exert the ancient vigour of the Englilh nation: but I 
tell you plainly, my opinion is, if you do not lay hold on this 
accafi'./ii, you have no reafon to hope for another. 

In order to do your part, it will be ncceflary to have a great 
flrcngth at fea, and to provide lor the fecurity of our ihips in 
harbour ; and alfo, that there be Inch a force at land, as is ex- 
pedted in pr ^ponion to the forces of our allies. 


Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I do rccommeiid ihcfe matters to you w'ith that concern and 
earnellnefs wdiicii their importance requires : at the fame time 
I cannot but prefsyou to take Cure of the public credit; whieh 
cannot be preferved but by keeping facred that maxim,, that 
they fliall never be lufers who trull to a parliamentary fecurity. 
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It is always with regret, when I do aflc aids of my people ; 
but you will obferve, that 1 dcfire nothing which ^elates to any 
pcrfcnal cxpenfe of mine: I am only prefling you to do all 
you can for your own fafety and honour, at fo critical and 
dangerous a time ; and am willing, that what is given fliould 
be w holly appropriated to the purpofes for which it*is intended. 

And, flnee I am fpeaking on this head, I think it proper to 
put you in mind, that, (hiring the late war, I ordered the ac¬ 
counts to be laid yearly before the Parliament ; and alfo gave 
my aflent to fcvcral bills for taking the public accounts, that 
my fubjCiSis may have ratisfaeUon,^how the money given for 
the war was applied : and I am willing that matter may be 
put in any further w'ay of examination, that it may appear, 
whether there were any mifapplications and mifmanagements ; 
or whether the debt, that remains upon us, has really arifeii 
from the Ihortnefs of the fupplics, or the deficiency of the funds. 

I havc^lr^dy told yoti, how neccilary difpatch will be, for 
carrying on that great public bulinefs, whereon onr fafety,'and 
all that is valuable to its depends: I hope, what tint# can be 
fpared will be employed about thofe other very dcfirable things 
which I have fo often recommended from the throne ^ I 
meani the forming fome good l)ills for employing t!ie poor, for 
encouraging trade, and the further fnpprciling of vice. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I hope you are come together detennined to avoid all manner 
of difputcs and differences ; and relolved to act with a general 
and hearty concurrence for prometing the common caufe, which 
- alone can make this a happy fcllton. 

I fliould think it as great a l)>cfll!\g as could befal England, 
if I could obferve yon as much inclined to lay afide thofe un¬ 
happy fatal animolities which divide and Aveaken you, as I am 
difpofedto make all my fuhjtcls fufe and caly as to any, even the 
highelt offences eommitied againit me. 

Let me conjure*you todifappoint the only hopes of our ene¬ 
mies by your unanimity : I have flicw'u, and always will 
fhew, how defirous I am to be the common father of all my 

! )eopIe : do you, in like manner, lay afide parties and divifions ; 
et there be no otlicr dilHnilion heard of among us for the fu¬ 
ture, but of thofe who arc ior the proteflant religion, and the 
prefent eftablilhment ^ and of thofe who mean a popilh prince, 
aiid a French government. 

I will only add this; if yon do in good earneft defirc to fee 
England hold the balance of Europe, and to be indeed at the 
head of the proteflant interefl, it will appear by your right 
improving the prefent opportunity. 

Addreft 
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* 

Jiddrtfs to b/s Atnjcjfy hy the Houfc of Commons^ fattn 3, lyoii,. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, , 

Majefly's moft dutiful and loyal fubjcdls, the 
^ Comnaons of England, in rarliament aliembled, do re¬ 
turn our moft humble and hearty thanks to your Majefty, for 
your hioft gracious fpecch from the thione ; and humbly crave 
leave to aiTure your Majcfty, that this Houfc v\ill fupport and 
defend your ?vluj'jfty's lawful and rightful title to the crown of 
thefe realms, againll the pretended Prince of Wales, and all 
his open and fccret abettors and adherents, and all other your 
Majefty’s enemies whatfoever ; and we will enable your Ma- 
jefty to flicw your juft refeutment of the affront and indignity 
offered to-your jMcijcfty, and tliis nation, by the French King, 
in taking upon him to declare the pretended Prince of Wales 
King of England, Scotland, and Ireland : and we are firmly 
and unanimoufiy rcfolved to maintain and fupport the itTcceflioii 
to ^he imperial crown of this realm, a»d the dominions and 
territories thereunto belntigifig, in the proteftant line, as the 
fame is fettled by an»a6l declaring th* n.ghts and liberties of 
the fubjeff, and fettling the fuccellion of the crown j and fur¬ 
ther provided for by an aift of the la.ft Parliament, intituled, 
** An A«ft for the further limitation of the Crown ; and bet¬ 
ter fecuring tiic Rights ajid Libeiiiesof theSubjedl:” and for 
the better cffedling the fame, we will, to the utm’oft of our 
power, enable your Majcfty to make good all thofe alliances 
your Majclly has made, or fhall make, purfuant to the ad**, 
drelfes and advice of your moft dutiful and loyal Commons of 
the laft Parliament, for preferving the liberties of Europe, 
and reducing the exorbiuiut power of France. 


Ills Majejlfs ALjJage to the Houfe of Commons, Feb, 28, 1702, 


William Rex. 


TLTIS Majefty, being at prefent hindered, by an unhappy ac- 
cident, from coming in perfon to his Parliament, is 
plcafed to fignify to the Hf)ufeof Commons, by mefl'age, what 
he defigned to have fpoken to both Houfes from the throne. 

His Majefty, in the fuft year of his reign, did acquaint the 
Pa rliamcnt, that commiftloners were authorized, in'Scotland, 
to treat with ftich commiftionersas ftiould be appointed in Eng¬ 
land, of proper terms for uniting the two kingdoms ; and, at 
the fame time, expreffed his great dcfire of fuch an union : his 
Majefty is fully fatisfied, that nothing can contribute more to 
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the piefcnt and future peace, fcctiiily, and happintfs, Eng¬ 
land and Scotland, tlian a firm and entire union between them ; 
and he cannot but hope, that, upon a due conliderali»n of our 
prefent ( irciiniftanrcs, there will be found a general difpolition 
to ihib union. Mis Majelly would clleem it a peculiar felicity, 
if, during his reign, fome happy expedient for iuaking boili 
kingdoinsone might take place ; and is, therefore, extremely 
delirons, that a treaty for that pnrpofc miglit be let on •fool ; 
and does, in the mfii'l earneft manner, recommend this affair 
to the conlklcratioii of the Houfe. 


Jldilrcf:, bj ihc HuuJl oJ' Commons to her AlajcJiy ^teen ANNE, 

Alar eh 9, 1702. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

Tl^E, your MajeHy’s mofl: dutiful and loyal fuhjc<£ls, tlie 

^ CJbmmons, in Parliament alfemblcd, having a deep and 
true fenfe of the gicaijofs the* nation has fuftained by the death 
of our late fovereign Lord, King William the'I'liird, cf glori¬ 
ous memory, vho, under Geii, was our deliverer from popery 
and llavery, humbly crave le;M’c to condole with your Majefty, 
and exprefs our foirow ijpmi tliis fad occalion. 

Your Majefly’s acceflion to the throne, which we mofl 
heaiti’y o< ugraiulate, and \our l.novi'n zeal for our religion, 
andilu t-i'iAi*!nment, as by law fUabliflicd, gives ns a certain 
profpc^l <d' future hapjiini fs ; niod( rates our grief; and en¬ 
gages us unauioKuifly lo .illiire yor.’ Majefty, that ve w ill, to 
the ulinoft, i'lfft and iupprit iVlajcily on ih.’t ’bronc 

whc'ic (bid has j;L:icd yo’i, againfl the jiretcjideii Piiticeof 
"Wales, and all youreuv-uiiv s : and, fiiice iK.-iIiing can coiulnce 
more to ll.e h<\'.('.ur and fafety of yc'or Majerty, and you 'i.ing- 
doms m; ijitaining iiu io’able fuoli aili. jk v S as I- "c been 

made*, or t’.i.it ] .ur hfnicUy fhall tiimk i i to make, ilh tlie 
Emperor, i^’c Stales Ocueral of the United and 

other poteiUilis, jur picferving the lib ’rtier of jkiiope, and 
reducing the \o'biianl power of Prance’, ve *;o ullurc your 
Majcflj, tiu.t we aic f.rmiv lefolvtd, to tlic utirio:l of our 
power, to enable A oiu Maieftv to profec'itc thai fdonoiis de*- 
lign ; cud, ’lull al! fi.bji-Ms may r. ft In a fnll aiUirancc of 
happiiwfs und-. r vt'iir kV'u-l-y’s loign, we will maintain the 
fucicflion of t’lH* crov/n in ilu pvoielftmt line, according to the 
lliniiatioii in the fevcral c.t ftitlenicnt ; and eflccliiaily pro¬ 
vide fv'v, and make good the public cicdlt of the nation. 
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iJtf Afajcjlf s Juf’Mcry jMutch lO, 1702. 
Gentlemen, 

I Rjn URN you my hcaitv tl.anks for the kind afiurances 
you give me in this addreU : they cannot be any way more 
agreeably cotifirmctl r^' me, ui v.i l y y<'iir giving difpafch to all 
your'pn p adaons for the puble Icr vice, and the fupport of our 
allies.* 


^ Her At ijii ^ nioff \i ailoiis Speech^ JHarch II, 1702. 

My Lords an ! Gentlemep, 

I CANNOT too' much lament my own iinhappinefs, in fiic- 
ceediiig to the crown P. immediately after the lols of a King, 
who was the great fupport not only ot ihefc kingdoms, but ot 
all Kuropc ; and 1 am cxircmcly fenllblc of the weight and dif¬ 
ficulty it brings upon me. 

But the true concern I have for our religion ; foe^ac laws 
and liberties ol England j for the maintajning the fucccffion to 
the crown in the prolellant line; and ilie government in 1.hurch 
and date, as'by law eftabliflie*!; encourages me in this great 
undertaking ; which, 1 promife myfelf, will be lucccfstul, by 
the bIcHing of God, and the continuance of that bdelity and 
affciftidn, ot which yon have given me fo full allurancc. 

The prefent conjuinilure of a/faiis requires the greatcll ap¬ 
plication and difpatch \ and 1 am very glad to find, in yptir 
fevcral addrefles, fo unanimous a concurrence in the fame opi¬ 
nion with me, that too much cannot be done tor the encourage¬ 
ment of our allies to reduce the exorbitant p iwer of hrance. 

I think it very necelfary, at this time, to dclirc you to confi- 
derof proper methods for attaining an union between England 
and Scotland, which has been fo lately recomnitnded to you 
as a matter that very nearly concerns the peace and fecurity ot 
both kingdoms. 

Gentlemen of the Hoiifc of Commons, 

I need not put you in mind, that the revenue for defraying 
the expenfes of the civil government, is expired : I rely en¬ 
tirely upon your afFe£lions for the fupplying it in fuch manner 
as fhall be mod fuitablc for the honour and dignity of the crown. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It dial I be my conftant endeavour to make you the beft re¬ 
turn for that duty and afFefiion which you have exprclfed to me, 
by a careful and diligent adminiftratiori for the good of all my 
fubjedts: and, as I know my own heart to be entirely Englifli, 
I can very fincereiy affure you, there is not any thing you can 
expedf or defire from me, which I fliall not be ready to do for 

Vot. I. Bb 
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the happinefs and profperity of England ; and you (hall always 
find me a ftridl and religious obferver of my word. 


Her Majejifs mofi gracious Speech, March 30, 1702. 

My Lords r.nd Gentlemen, 

I AM very well pleafed to have given my nlTcnt to the for 
taking the public accounts. Nothing is more reafonable 
than to give the kingdom the fatisfaftion of having thofe gre%t 
Aims accounted for, which were rajfcd to carry on the late war ; 
cfpecially when it is necelfary, for our own fafety, and the 
fupportof our allies, to continue great taxes. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I return yon my kind and hearty thanks for continuing to me 
for my J^e, the fame revenue you had granted to the King. I 
will take great care it (hall be managed to the bcA advantage;, 
and while my fubjeClsnemain under the burden of fuch great 
taxes, I will llraightcn myfelf ih my own expenfes, rather 
than not contribute all f can to their cafe and relief, with a 
juft regard to the fupport of the honour and dignity of the 
crown. It is probable the revenue may fall very Ihort of what 
it has formerly produced : however, I will give direftions, that 
one hundred thoufand pounds be applied to the public fcrvice in 
this year, out of the revenue you have fo unanimoufly given me. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The prefent pofture of affairs abroad, as well as the fcafon 
of the year, obliges me to put you in mind of giving all pofii- 
ble difpatch to the public bufincfs. 


Mod gracious Sovereign, 

"TT 7 E, your Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful fubjcfls, the 
Commons of England, in Parliament aftembled, beg 
leave unanimoufly to return our moft humble and hearty thanks 
for your Majefty’s moft gracious fpeech from the throne ; and 
particularly for your Majefty's unparalleled grace and goodnefs, 
in declaring, that your Majcfty, out of your own revenue, 
will contribute fo largely to the eafe and relief of your fubje£ls, 
at'a time when your Majefty thinks it probable that the reve¬ 
nue may fall very fliort of what it has formerly produced ; and 
when your Majefty’s expenfes muft, of neceility, be greater 
than oruiiiary. 

Nothing 
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Nothing can more encourage your people to contribute •with 
alacriiy to the public occahous, than to have before them fo 
great and glorious an example from your Majefty, of zeal and 
afFc£lion for the common good ; and that your Majefty is fo 
Well plcafcd to have given ih.e kingdom the fatisfadlion of ha¬ 
ving thofe great lums aecounted toy, which were raifed to carry 
on the late tvar. 

We cannot omit, upon this occalion, to repeat our finv, re- 
folutions to maintain and defend your Maji fty, and youi go¬ 
vernment, agdinll: the pretended Pni.oe ot Wales, and all other 
your Majelly’s tnem'ies wlyitfcever. 

May (jod prolong your Majefty‘s aufpicious reign over us, 
and bh fs thefe kingdoms with royal ilfiie of your Majefty to 
inherit the crown of your anceftors. 


Her Afajcjly s Anfvjcr, Aprils, 1702. 

Gentlemen, 

I T is a great fatisfadlion to me to find you are fo well plcafcd 
with what I have faid. I (hall be*glad, upon all oc. alions, 
to let you lee I delire nothing fo much as the eafe and 1 appi- 
nefs of my people. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons to the May 2, 1702. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

TT^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyful fubje^s, the 
^ ^ Commons of England, in Parliament aft'embled, being 
highly fenlible of your Majefty’s great and tender care for the 
fafety and welfare of your people, do, with one voice, return 
your Majefty our moft humble thanks for your gracious conde- 
fcenfion in communicating to us your royal intentions of de¬ 
claring war, in conjundlion w ith your Majefty’s allies, againft 
the French King, and his grandfon ; and we do heartily alfure 
your Majefty, that we will, to the utraoft, enable your Ma¬ 
jefty to carry on the faid war. 


Her Majejiys Anjwer, May 5, 1702. 

Gentlemen, 

Y AM extremely pleafed with the aflTurances of your refolution 
J to aflift and fupport me in this war: 1 make no doubt but 
your unanimity, upon thisoccafion, will have a very good ef- 
fedl for the encouragement of our allies. 

B b 2 Joint 
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Addrefi by bothHoufes to the ^icen. May l8, 17*03* 

T^^K, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjccls, tilt 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in Par¬ 
liament aflembled, beg leave to rcprcfent to your Majcrty, as 
our opinion, that nothing will more contribute to the effedlual 
carrying on the jull and necell'ary war, wherein you are .en¬ 
gaged ; to the interrupting ihe trade of your enemies; to the 
depriving them of iiitellig«.nce ; and reducing them to the 
greatett llra't'i ; than an entire prohibition ot all correfpon- 
dence with France and Spain, on the pari of tlic allies: and 
we do therefore humbly advife your Majedy, that you will be 
pleafcd, fo foon as may be, to engage the Emperor, the States 
General, and your other allies, to join with your Majcfty in 
prohibiting, in the flridlelt manner, and under the fevereft pe¬ 
nalties, all inlercourfc by loiters, or otlierwife, between the 
fubjedls of your Majclly and your allies, and the fubjcdls of 
France ^d Spain. 


Her Majejiy's Anf-jjcfy *May 22, 1702. 

t 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T SHALL propofc to the allies to join with me in prohibiting 
all inicicourlc and correfpondente with France and Spain, 
according to your dcfircs : and I am too much concerned for 
the public welfare, to omit any neccHary precautions for the 
protedlion of our trade. 


Her Majcjly 5 moji gracious Speechy Oflober 23, 1702, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IT is W'ith great fatisfadlion I meet this Parliament, which I 
have fuir.'noncd to ai'iift me in c.ii rying on the juft and nectf- 
fary war in which we are engaged. 1 have called you toge¬ 
ther as early as was confillent with your convenience in coming 
out of your ftveral countries ; and I alliire myfelf of fuch evi¬ 
dences of your aiiet'^iions to me, and of your /.eal for our 
common canfc, as will not only give fpirit and forwarcluefs to 
our own prcparalic.ns, but fucb example and eneuuragement 
to our allies, as by (Jod's blefling, cannot fail of' a good effect 
for the advaiuaiie of the whole confedc*racv. 

1 have met ’..iib. fo unmy expredtons of joy and faiFfaftionr 
"in all the coi.n'ri.s ihronrh wh.ich I have lately had occafion to 
pats, that r cannot bi't lool; upon them as true meafiires of the 
duty and allecUon of the reft oi my fubj^cU. 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

1 muft dcfire you to grant me fuclt fupplies, as will enable 
me to comply bolh with our particular treaties and er .agements 
already made, and fuch others as may be ncecirary foiMhe en¬ 
couragement of our allies, and the profeciiung the war, where 
it (Hall moft fenfibly affedl our enemies, and be moil cilc^ual 
for difappointing the boundlefs ambition of France. 

Ami that my fubj* els may the more < hterfully bear the ne- 
ceiTary taxes, I doiire you to infpci'l the accounts of all the 
public receipts and payments; and if there have been any 
abiifes or mifinanagements,* I hope yon will deted them, that 
the oilenders may be puniflicd, and others be deterred, by fuch 
examples, from the like pracliccs. 

I muil ohferve to yon, with fomc concern, that the funds 
given by the lail Parliament have, in fomc meafure, fallen 
ihort of the fums propoftd to be raifed by them ; and tliough I 
have already paid, and applied to the public fcrvicc^he hun¬ 
dred thoufand pounds wliich I piomifa^to the lalt Parliament, 
yet it has not fiipplicd tha tdchciency, 

• 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I cannot, w'ithout much trouble, take notice to yon of the 
dlfappointmcnt w'c have had at Cadi/.. 1 have not yet had a 
particular account ot that cmcrpri/-c, nor all the dithcuhies our 
force,':, may have met there ; but I have had fuch a reprefenration 
of diforders and abuljs committed at Port Saint Mary’s, as lias 
obliged me to give dirciSl.ons lor the llridcit exainination of 
that matter. 

1 am earncilly defirous, for all onr fakes, tliat this may 
prove a Ihort fcllion ; liowever, I hope, you will liml time to 
confidcr of fomc better and more effeicual nr. thod to prevent 
the exportation of wool, and to improve that loanufadlnre, 
which is of great confetpaence to the whole kingdom : on tny 
part, nothing fliall be omitted for its encduragcmenl. 

1 am firmly perfnaded that the love and good afledion of my 
fiibjods is the furefl pledge of their duty and obedience, and 
the trncfl and jiiflefl fupport of the throne ; and as I am rc- 
folvcd to defend and maintaiti the church, as by law ellab- 
lilJied, and to protect yon in the full enjoyment of all yoiir 
rights and liberties, fo 1 rely upon your care of me. My intc- 
rells and your’s are infcparablc, and tny endeavours fhall never 
be W'antiiig to make you all fafe and happy. 


Bb 
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Addrefi by the Houfe of Commonsj Odf, 26 , i 702 . 

Mvoft gracious Sovereign, 

T^^E, your Majcfty’s mofl: dutiful and loyal fubjcfls, the 
Comnions, in Parliament aOembled, do beg leave to 
lay before your Majefty our mofl bumble and hearty thatiks 
for your moi't gracious fpccch from the throne, which gives us 
fuch inftances of your Majefly’s tender concern for your people, 
and of your entire conhdence in their affeflions, as muft en¬ 
gage them to make your Majefty the utmoft returns of duty and 
gratitude. • 

It is great condefeenfion in your Majefty to take notice, in 
fo public a manner, o( the expreflions of joy and fatisfadlion 
with which your Majefty was received in all the countries 
through which you had occafion lately to pafs; all your fub- 
je£ls have already received fo many benefits under the influ¬ 
ence of y^ur Majefty’s happy government, that your Majefty 
muft have met with thejike in any other part of your domini- 
Tins that you had honoured with your royal prefeticc. 

The late difappointmont at Cadiz does the more afFedf us, 
becaufc it gives your Majefty fo much trouble ; but this mif- 
fortiinc cannot make us forget, that the protct'ilion and fecurity 
of our tiadc, the vigorous fupport of your Majefty’s allies', and 
the wonderful progrefs of your Majefty’s anus, under the con- 
du£f of the Earl of Marlborough, liave iignally retrieved the 
ancient honour and glory of the Knglilh nation. 

After your Majefty’s repeated alliirances we neither doubt 
of the full enjoyment of all our rights and liberties, nor of your 
Majelty’s defending and maintaining the church, as by law' ef- 
tabliftied. Your Majefty has been ahvays a moft illuftrious 
ornament to this church, and have been expofed to great ha¬ 
zards tor it ; aiul therefore we promife ourfelvcs, that in your 
Majclly’s reign we fliall fee it pcrfeiSlly reftored to its due 
rights and privileges, and fecured in the fame to poftcrity, 
which is only to be done by divelling thofc men of the power 
who have Ihewn they want not the w ill to deftroy it. 

Tlte profpecl of tliefe bleftings, and your Majefty’s defire to 
have the accounts of the public receipts and payments in- 
fpeiftcd, and to have any abufes and nufmanagernents thereof 
punilhed, will very much endear your Majefty to your people, 
and encourage us moft cheerfully to alfift your Majefty nvith 
thofc fupplies that may cfFeiftiially enable your Majefty to make 
good fuch alliances as ftiall be neccirary to profecute the war, 
yrhere it lhall moft fenfibly affeft your enemies, and thereby 
difappoint the boundlefs ambition of France. 


Your 
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Youi*Majefty may fafely rely upon the care of your faithful 
Commons. The value you are plcafed to fet iip{)n ihe love 
and affedlion of your fubjeds, is the highcll obligation that 
can be laid on them, to give your Majcfty pledges tj.ereof, in 
their duty and obedience: liicy are, and lhall always be, 
fenfiblc that your Majelly’s intcrefts and theirs arc infeparable ; 
and as they gratefully acknowledge your Majefly’s great defigns 
to make them fafe and happy, fo their prayers and lincereft 
endeavours fhall never bo wanting to make your Majclty’s 
reign more profperous and more glorious than any of your 
Majefty’s royal predeceflbrs. 


Her Majejlfs JnfwtTf Oflcbcr 1702. 
Gentlemen, 

T THANK you very kindly for the many marks of your duty 
and affedion expreded in this addrefs. 

Nothing can be a greater fatistadion^ to me, than an entire 
confidence between me and my fiibjcds. 


'Mi ffage from her Majejiy to the Houje of Commons^ 
November 21) j 702. 

Anne Rex, 

TTER Majedy,^ confidering that there is but a very finall pro- 
vifiop made for Uie Prince her hufbaml, if he fli.;ll furvive 
her Majeiiy, and that her Majcfty is retrained from increafing 
the fiano by the late ad of Parliament tor fettling her n venue, 
thinks it necedary to recommend the making a further provi- 
iion for the Prince to your coniideration. 

St. James’S) Nov, zotb, 1702. 


Her Majejlfs MeJJage to the Houfe of Commons, Dec. to, 1702. 
Anne Rex. 

'T^HE Earl of Marlborough’s fervices to her Majefty, and ta 
the public, have been fo eminent, both in his command 
in the army, and in his having edablifhed an entire confidence 
and good corrcfpondcnce between her Majefty and the .States 
General, that flie has thought fit to grant the title of a Duke of 
this kingdom to him, and to the heirs male of his body, as alfo 
a penfton pf five thoufand pounds per ann. upon the revenue of 

B b 4 tl)e 
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the pofl-ofi'cr, tor tlie fispporl of ihU honour, during her Ma- 
jcHy’s natural life. 

If it had been in her Majefty’s power, (he would have granted 
the fame term in the penfion as in the honour , and (he hopes 
you will think it fo reafonable in this cafe, as to had fome proper 
method of doing it. 

Stm yames's, December lO, 1702. • ‘ 


Addrefs to her Majejiy by the Honfe of Commons^ Dec. 18, I702. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, • 

TX/ E, your Majeity’s molt dutiful and loyal fubjeils, the 
Commons, in Parliament afi'embled, humbly beg leave 
to declare our unanimous fati. iadlion in the jufl eiieein vour 
MajvHy has been pleafed to exprefs of the eminent fervices 
performed by the Duke of Marlborough, who has not only, 
by his of the army, rcliieved the ancient honour and 

glory of d e Pnglilh nation, b\ii by his negotiations, cUablilhed 
an entire ci)nl.dence and good correfpondence between yojir 
Majelly and the States ^kcncral, and th( rein vindicated the 
gentlemen of England, who hail, by the vile practices of delign- 
ing men, bi.en traduced, and indulirioufly reprefented as falfc 
to your Majelly’s allies, bccaufe they were true to the in- 
terclls of their country. 

It is their unexprellihlc grief, that your Majefty’s mofl: du¬ 
tiful Commons find any inllancc wherein tlicy are unable to 
comply with what your Majelly propofes to them ; but they beg 
leave humbly to lay before iVlajelly the apprchenlions they have 
of making a pic'-cdent tor future ulienalioiis of the revenue of 
the crown, which has been fo much reduced by the exorbitant 
grants of the laft icign, and which bus been fo lately fettled 
and fecured by your Majefty’s unparalleled grace and good- 
nefs. 

We arc infinitely pleafed to obferve, by your Majelly’s late 
giacious acceptance of the Duke of Marlborougli’s fervices, 
that the only w'ay to obtain your Majclly’s favour is to deferve 
W'dl from the public ; and we beg leave to alliire your Ma- 
jeftv, that V. henever you Hull think lit to reward fuch merit, it 
ihall be to the entire fatisfadion of your people. 


Dcy 
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Her ]\daj,jjy s Anfwevy Deccmbct 22, 1*J02» 

TSU'^LL aUvays think rnyfclf much conccrncil to reward 
^ thoic- who (LLrve well of me, amt of the pulvlic. On this 
occafton I heitowi 1 ffvnc f:».v'i'urs >m llid Duke of Marlborough, 
and 1 am glad to had you thiuk tli,:.y have been well placed. 


Addrcfs by the Honfe of CommonsJanuary 1703. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

TXrE* your M-jeHy’s ijioll duiifril and loyal fubjeds, the 
^ ' Commons, in Parliament alTcmbled, do beg leave to 
return your Majefty our humble thanks for your Majcfty’smolf 
gracious condelcenfion in comimmicating to your Commons the 
the ftveral memorials, tranfartions, and letters, that have 
paTed bi.'twccn your Majelly and the States (icneral, for the 
aug--.!^ ntation of your Majelty’s forces, which ar<;^to a<Jf in 
co!ij’.n<r(ion with the forces of the States General; by all which 
your Common'^ arc entirely^ convinccd*of your Majeity’s great 
tend- ’iicls of your fuhjedls, in not laying a greater burden upon 
the..! .-.an the nccefhty of affairs does abfolutely require. 

And your Commons do humbly alfurc your Majeity, that in 
cafe •your Majclly lhall think it necclfary to enter into any 
fur’lie; ncgo'.iafion fur incrcaiing the forces which are to a£l in 
conjucetion v. it'i tlic forces of the States Cicneral {for whofc 
intercu and prefervation v,c (hall always have the greateft rc- 
gaidj your Commons will enable your Majclly to make good 
the fame. 

And your Commons do further crave leave humbly to be- 
feech your Majefly that yon will be pleafed to infill upon it 
■with the States General, that there be an immediate Hop of all 
polls, and of all letters, bills, and all other correfpondence, 
trade, and commerce with France and Spain, which your 
Commons ar»- humbly of opinion is fo abfolutely nccelPary for 
carrying on the jull and necelfary w'ar wherein your Majelly is 
engaged, to the interrupting the trade of your enemies, and re¬ 
ducing them to the grcatell llrailvS, that your Commons do 
humbly delire that England may not be charged with the pay 
of fuch additional troops, but Irom the day w'hen fuch (top 
lliall be made by the States General. 


Her 
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Htr Atajijlfs Admifsj ‘'Janua)y 9, 1503. 
Gentlemen, 

TT is with great fatisfa£]:ion that I receive this addrefs, which 
enables me to join with the States General in augmenting 
our forces according to their deli re. , 

I make no doubt but the coinliiton you mention will be ap¬ 
proved, fincc It is abfointely necelfary for the good of the whole 
alliance; and 1 i!i dl thiN idglit fend direiUons to my mi- 
niller in Holiand, to eonoui- vsiili the Slates General in pro¬ 
viding the troopi accordingiy. 


jid:U efi to her jilojrJly by iW llouje dj Commons') Feb. il, 1703. 

Mod gracious Soveregn, 

w O' 

TXT’E yiF/ur Majclly’s mod dutli'ii! and K>yal fubjeiEls, the 
Commons, in Pajliainent .’dlmblcd, (being deeply fen- 
fible, thai notvvitldiauding the iinmesife- ruins ►\iiic!i iuive been 
railed for the feivicc of t 4 ie late war, the nation dill labours 
under a vad debt of many millions ol money,) do think it our 
indifpenfable duly to lay before your Majelly the unhappy 
caufes and inllnimcnts wliich appear to us to liave brought 
this heavy burthen upon y-mr pt nplc ; not duubiiiig but sour 
jS/Iajcfty will be gracioiilly plcafed, in your great wifdom and 
goodnefs, to give futh clfechial orders, lliat neither any incliredl 
prailices fhall be fiiflered, nor any perfons intruded with the 
adminidration ot public atl'airs, who have been the authors of 
alt our miferies. 

\\'e theieforc h.nnddy uave -leave to rcprcfeiit to your Ma- 
jefty, that during tlie fai<t war, which was carried on in de¬ 
fence of the protedant religion, and th.c liberties of Europe, 
againd the common enemy of both, aiul therefore cheerfully 
fupported the people ol England, yet even then, when the 
•great ncceiliiies ot the kingdom did ivfpiiic a move than ordi¬ 
nary frugality, there appears to have been a general mifmanage- 
ment of the public n venue, which was principally owing to 
feme of tlie great odicers of the treafury, who, being more 
intent on fheii own privfate profit than the due execution of 
their public truds, did neither difeharge the duty of their own 
places, nor take care that the fubordinate officers fhould dif¬ 
eharge theirs. 

And we can attribute it to no other caufethan this rcmilTncfs 
in the treafury, that many receivers in the fcveral counties of 
England and WaUs made fo long and unneceflary delays in 

their 
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their rcfpetllve payments Into the exchequer, of the taxes 
given by Parliament, and levied on year Majelly's good fub- 
jects, by which means they made unreafonablc advantages to 
themfelvps, whilil the public was forced to pay great intereft 
and large premiums, not only for the want of theii own money, 

^ but, as we have great reafon to believe, many limes for the loan 
of it ; and'fcveral receivers, in fiich intermediate time, have 
failed, with confiderable fums in their hands, to the great lofs 
and damage of < lie public. 

Your dutiful Commons do further humbly reprefent to your 
Majetty, that great fums of money have been bonowed, and 
divers tallies, with intcreftj rtruck unneceflarily upon the af- 
fefl'ments, and other parliamentary aids, before the public oc- 
calions ha' e required them ; and this practice hath been pur- 
fued when votes of credit have been obiained, upon repre- 
fentations made to your Commons of very prclling nccellitics 
for the fame, whereby many officers of the revcimcj^ and their 
friends, have had an opportunity to receive great fums for inte¬ 
reft, which did occur on fuch tallics*before their money was 
paid in to the ufe of the public, for the advantage of which in¬ 
tereft we have alfo reafon to believe that many accountants, 
who have received from the exchequer great fums of money 
for the ufe of the public, did indiiftriinilly delay the payment 
thereof to the feamen and foldicrs to whom it was due ; and 
this feems to be the great inducement that made fuch account¬ 
ants truft great fums of the public money in the hands of 
goldfmiths and other perfons, in order to make private advan¬ 
tages of it, and lend it back to the exchequer in other perfons 
names; all which tended to the great damage of your Ma- 
jefty’s good fiibjctls, and the manilelt wrong and tlifcourage- 
mciit of the feamen and foldicrs, and to the great diihonour of 
the Englifti nation. 

'I bis evil pradice of Hriking tallies, with intereft, before the 
money was paid in, was alfo attended with another great in- 
convcniency to the public ; that wlicnever the nation had occa- 
fion for ready money to anfwcr the prefent neceffitics of the 
kingdom, many perfons who advanced their money upon 
loan, knowing they Ihould have the fam^. advantages by delay 
as by prompt payment, wqpld not bring their money into the 
exchequer for feveral months after the tallies were ftruck, 
whereby the government was forced, in the mean time, to 
pay cxceffive rates for (tores and pmviiions for the army and 
navy, in regard the merchants and tradefmen could have no 
ready money for llieir goods, but remote tallies upon a large 
(difeount. 

An4. 
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AliJ bv iTif^c. ihl! oili r undue means, a very great part of 
all ihc ptibiu- aids were f'-juandered away in extravagant in- 
tereA, laigc prciniuirii, a.id in lates for ftoicand pro- 

\ I lion., V hii’h has bicu one of ti.e gieal caufes that hath brought 
fo hfavy a debt upon tiiis r.aiion. 

But here we canne*, in iiiltiee, omit to acknowledge the 
prcl'ent good in.n a^i»inciil '>i tuafury, whe.tby, for the 
honour oi jour g werinuMitj at:il the ad\ai tage ot tlio wliolc 
nation, tto llaiy tal'L., w it.'i intereA, are permitted to 

be n»»jv.’k, nui i'>KJn i>'oniv.i* '.iV time hoi rc'Wcd than the ne- 
cellhiu'.ot Vh nation fi'’ rLtp'i c ; anj erne ts t.'k(.nfor fuppoit- 
iiig the crtkliL o‘ the con-! < * t'lc n: /y, vn^bialliiig, and otlicr 
ptililic odicc , fli it all ilov ' and ptovil'c is aie in g lod mca- 
linc pioJdeii wi'h as g'e.n aiii^nt^i/c to tiie pi'hlk, as il the 
fame w'cic pinchaled wi»h reuiy niJiu" ; which hugahty and 
good managuiiieiU will be found to be on.' ol me moli ef- 
fc^^iial ii'i^ns to make jonr MajcAy s j^ovLiiunenl cafy at 
home, and to cairy on a vigoious w at againll: the common ene¬ 
my abroad. • ^ 

And wc hnmh!) crave Ik’vc furMter to rcprcfcnl to your Ma- 
jefty, that though \ >ur C.t);iimoi.'' (uiio are alwajs ready to 
fiipport the dignity of the crown i .d ampl) provided all thofe 
films which (accortling to the largtA edin ates laid before 
them) W’CIC thought iKitiraiy for the occalioii'' of the civil lift ; 
yet, ovtr and above the fai^l fiiP'':, and out of the aids given 
by ParKament, (whieh, by the law of England, arc appro- 
pi latcd, and otiglit to have bci n einph” ed to the commi'n profit 
of the whole realm,} many larg<' fums of money, during the 
time of filch heavy taxes upon th., people, have been diverted, 
under the head of fecrct A rvicc‘>, and for falarics, bounties, 
and penfions to piivate pcifo.i , vvliieli ^if proper to be paid 
at all] ought to liave bcvii hipjilied out of the civil lift ; nay, to 
fo great a deg.ee did this proriifcnr-rs extend, that feveral thou- 
fand pound^ we.'c paid out I'f the public aid, to purchafe grpat 
places for the late Kail of Stmileilmd, and the prefent Eailof 
Albcmarte : lo little could \ our Commons depend upon the 
integrity of the public ofiaeis, lo litth* icgard was had by 
them to thole heavy taxes the people lay under, that no¬ 
thing lels could Acure the public m®ney from mifapplications 
than an exprefs ciaufe ot appropriation, which, though not at 
all nccvli’ary tor the fccuriiy ot the public money in general, 
but only to dirtift the application of it in fome particular cafes ; 
yet, wrhenever vour Commons made no fuch particular appro¬ 
priation, they Itldom failed to mifapply the public money, 
which has been another great caufe of the heavy debt that lies 
upon the nation. 


And 



And your Commons humbly crave leave further to reprelent 
to your Majerty, that the ancient and eftabliflied method of 
accounting in your Majefty’s exchequer hath been in manner 
following; that is fo fay, the auditor of the receipt is to mako 
out and tranfuiit tlie iiuprell rolls half-yearly to vour Majefty’s 
reiTjembrancer, in onler to the charging and profccuting of 
accountant^ \ which being communicated to the auditors of the 
impfeft, they arc to certify to the faid remembrancer, what 
accountants have not brought in, or profecmccl their accounts j 
and thereupon the remembrancer is oblig'd, every ilfnable 
term, to illuc out procefs againll them ; fo tlut the auditor of 
the receipt is the main wheel litat fets all the red a-going; and 
when that great officer is dclieient in liis duty, it is not regular, 
nor indeed ponible, for the rcil to proceed ; but all procefs , 
againft accountants mull be at a fraud, and your Majcliy, and 
all your loyal fubjccls, mull extremely fulFcr by it. And as to 
clerk of the pells, he is to examine the iinpreft rolls, but 
the auditor is obliged to tranfiuit them to the remembrancer; 
and when, through the ncgledl or eomption of the faid offi¬ 
cers, this ancient method and courfc of the exchequer was not 
fo llridly obferved as it ought to have been, it was exprcfsly 
provided by an a6l of Parliament, fo lately made as in the eighth 
and ninth years of the reign of his late Majclly King Wil¬ 
liam, of glorious mcnioiy, and intituled, “An A cl for the 
better Obfervation of the Courfc aneiciitly ufed in the Receipt 
of the Exchequer, ’ in thefc words lollowing ; th.it is to fay, 

“ That the aiulitor of the receipt traufiuit the ordinary 

imprefl rolls half-yearly to the King s vemembiam cr, in order 
to the charging or profccuting jccou..tanls, and lliall half- . 
yearly, to wii, at Eallcr and Michaelmas, lAake out, and 
tranfmit to the laid coinmiffioncrs ot the treafuiy, or the trea- 
furer for the time being, the declaration of the receipts, iflues, 
and remains, at the exi liequer, f«)r every hJIlf-year focccfiivcly : . 
all which matteis and tiling-., and all other maitcTS and things 
belonging to the olfice and duty of the auditor of the receipt, 
lhall be faithfully and carefully done and performed by the au¬ 
ditor of the receipt for the lime being, in fiich manner as hath 
been anciently accullomed.” And it is thereby further pro¬ 
vided, “ I'hat the faid audili'r do, as frequently as he thinks 
fit, but at lead once in every three months, carefully examine 
the tellers vouchers for the payments, which he allows in his 
weekly certificates.” Hut fo it is, mod gracious Sovereign, that, 
notwithdanding the plain and exprefs words of the faid datute, 
fo lately made, when Charles, Lord Halifax, the prefent au¬ 
ditor of the receipt, was himfdf a member of that Parlia¬ 
ment, yet he hath taken fo little care to difeharge the duty of 
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his office, for the intcreft of your Majcfty and the fccurity of 
ihe public, 'hat he hath not duly performed any one of the par¬ 
ticulars aliOvc incntiuned^ and, tor want of examining the 
tellf-r; legal vouchci^, the faui auditor hath rnanifellly deceived 
y(*iir Majclly, and t.ie public, by inferiiug into the weekly cer- 
tiheates ot the receipts, i.fucs, and remains in the exchequer, 
fuel) fums of I coney as were never adhially and bona fide paid 
to th' proper parties, nor the crown legally difeharged thereof: 
and as to the i.iiprcfs rolls, your Commons cannot without 
grief obfcivc to your iVlajelly, that, not withRaiiding there may 
be fix impref' rolls now truiifinittcd to the remembrancer, yet 
It is well known in the faid office, that none of the faid rolls, 
from the eight and twentieth of June, one thuufand feven hun¬ 
dred, exclufive, were fo tranfmitted, til)' very lately, after the 
two and twentieth of January lalt, and after the faid commif- 
fioneis of accounts had made their inquiries into that negleft, 
by order your Commons, which being long after the timf 
they ought to have been tranfmitted, the faid auditor was very 
far from doing his duty in this particular ; and, by rcafon of 
this negledl, no charge could lie made in the mean time upon 
the refpedlive accountants, who have received vail fums of the 
public money, which are unaccounted for to this day; and by 
this means, notwithllanding the imprefs accountants ought 
annually to account within three months after the end of each 
year, yet due procefs hath not, nor indeed could ilfue out 
againd them ; and many perfons who have received great fums, 
by w’ay of impreft, from the treafurer of the navy, and pay- 
maftcr of the army, arc Ikrcened from profccution, and, not 
being fet htfupcr in the exchequer, cannot be regularly called 
to an account for the monies by them received : and we have 
great reafon to believe, that the damage to the public, by this 
ncgleft in the faid auditor, and his prcdcceflbr, may amount to 
feveral millions of fnoney; iince, by length of time (during 
which the principal accounts have Keen ncgleQcd) many of 
the perfons who received the faid public money, arc cither dead 
or become infolvent : and the greater the negleft of the former 
auditor was, before the making the faid (latute, and before the 
prefent auditor came to his office, the greater ought to have 
been his care to difchargc bis duty, purfuant to that law which 
he himfclf was prefent at the making of, and which he has fo 
highly negledtcd for the fpace of three years, and upwards, 
ever fince he came into the laid office, to the great detriment 
of your Majcfty, and all your loyal fubjeds. 

And notwi'hdanfling it was alfo provided by another a£f, 
made in the fourth year of the late King William and Qiiceti 
Mary, chap. 3. “ 'i liat, in calc any olliccr of the exchequer 

Ihould 



(hoiifd demand or take any fee, gratuity, or reward, or mlfap^ 
ply any of the weekly fums therein mentioned, or Ihoiild not 
perform other things, which, by the fiiid ad, they are required 
to perform, they ihall forfeit their ollices, and be uncapable 
of any office or place of truft yet the faid auditor hath aded 
contrary to the faid ftatute, and hath received feveral fums of 
money to his own ufe, contrary to law, and the tru(t repofed iii 
him ; for all which, or any other breaches of his duty, as well 
as for thofe formerly laid before your Majefty (for whofe gra¬ 
cious anfw'cr to our humble addrefs on that occallon we return 
your Majefty our moft huljtble and hearty thanks) wc earneftly 
dclire your Majefty will be gracioiilly plcafed to order your 
attorney general cffedtially to profccnle at law the faid auditor 
of the receipt; and thus, as we have feen great and good 
adions rew^arded by your Majclly, we doubt not but to fee all 
deceits and mifmanagernents duly ponilheil ; lince your Com¬ 
mons can propofe no benefit to thcml'clvcs by all liieir inqui¬ 
ries, unlefs the laws arc put in due execution, and thofe who 
have lived fo long in dcfiantre of tficm, ^omc at laft to feel their 
weight. • 

And, by the ncgled of ih.c faid auditor, and his prcdecefTor, 
the auditors of the impreft, and the renjenibiancer, and other 
office’rs of the exchequer, have not be en able to proceed in their 
duty, according to the law and courre of the exchequer; feve¬ 
ral of which officers have been alfo negligent therein ; whereby 
all the public accounts of the nation arc far behind ; the ftate 
whereof, (as delivered in to the commifiioners of accounts,) 
in the particulars hereafter mentioned, is as followctb : ' 

The Earl of Ranelagh, late paymailcr of your Majefty's 
forces, of one and twenty millions and upwards, received in 
fourteen years time, hath palled no account, dining all the late 
reign, farther than the laft of December one thoufand fix hun-- 
drecl and ninety, nor any other account, farther than March 
one thoufand fix hundred and ninety-two ; which was not de¬ 
clared before the twentieth of June laft, and even that upon 
vouchers which were not fufficient for a legal difeharge. 

The commifiioners for the fick and wounded have brought 
in no accounts during all the late reign ; and none fince, any 
further than the one and thirtieth ot December one thoufand 
lix hundred and ninety. 

The late treafurer of the chamber. Sir Rowland Gwyn, the 
late mailer of the robes, the Earl of Albemarle, and Mr. 
Parkhurft, Mr. Pafchall, and others, commillioners of the 
prize-office, have delivered in no accounts at all to the audi¬ 
tors of the inqueft. 

Jacob 
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Jacob Vanderefche, Efq. paymafter of his late Majcfly^,? 
Dutch forces, hath received three millions twenty-five thoufand 
feven htindrcd fifty three pounds, nine flnilings, and fixpence ; 
which, by computation, is fifty-two llioufmd nine hundred and 
feven pounds, fix fliillings, and eight pence fartiung, more than 
the pay of thofe troops could have amounted to, if they had 
been always complete ; no dediu‘lions made from them ; and 
upon an Englifii eftablifhment, which all of them were not; 
and yet the laid Vanderefche hath palled no account at all 5 
and, though often fumnioned, hath never appeared before the 
faid commilfioners of the public accounts, but ftands indebted 
to the faid troops in one hundred and twelve thoufand two 
hundred twenty-nine pounds, nine (hillings, and eight pence, 
which is now demanded, as an arrear due to them from your 
Majefty, and the public. 

The late trcafiircr of the navy, of feventecn millions and 
upwards rr/:cived, hath brought in feveral accounts to the laft 
'^of December one thoufand fix hundred and ninety-eight: his 
account for the year orft thoufand f]x hundred and ninety-two, 
was dcclaied the third t^iy of July laft; fince which the ac¬ 
counts of the three following years only have been declared. 

The faid treafurer, by Mr. Papillion, cafhier of the viitual- 
ling-office, hath paffed no account during all the late reign*, far¬ 
ther than the one and thirtieth of December one thoufand fix 
hundred and ninety-fix ; which was not declared till the nine- 
teenth of May one thoufand feven hundred and one ; and, on 
the foot of that account, he remained indebted five hundred 
thirty-four thoufand twenty-|cvcn pounds, three ftiillings, and 
three pence. 

And many other accountants, who it would be too tedious 
to enumerate to your Majefty, arc either far behind in their 
accounts, or have never brought in any accounts at all; info- 
much that, although forty-five millions five hundred fixty-eight 
thouf.md feven huiidicd twenty-five pounds, niiieu’cn fhillings, 
and two pence farthing, (a liim never known to be raifed in 
very many reigns before,) hath been levied on your Majefty’s 
good fubjccls, and ilfued out of the exchequer to tliu feveral 
paymafters and treafurers of the navy, army, and oidnance, for 
the fcrvicc of the late war, between the fifth of November one 
thoufand fix hundred and eigluy-cight, and the eighth of March 
laft paft, (befides the feveral miliious of money raifed for other 
public ufes,) yet the far greateft part theteof hath not been 
accounted for to this day ; to tlic great dilfatisfaftion of your 
people, and the great diilionour of tlie Englifii nation. 

'’'By theft; ncglecfts and delays, all accounts have been render-' 
ed fo intricate auvi confulkd, tliat the feveral accountants have 
^ had 
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had great opportunities of defrauding the public; the dlfco- 
Very of their frauds has been made very difficult; and a hin- 
derance thereby is given to the palling all fncceeding accounts. 

Hence it is, that fo many public officers and accountants 
have raifed great eftates to themfelves, at the expenfe of the 
pihJic, v» hen it is evident, they have had no lawful maansto 
attain them , ajid fevcral peiTons, whofc duly it was to hinder' 
fucH exorbitances, meafuring their r^vjnelfs r«ther by their own 
avarice t .an llicir merit, have obtained for themfelves grants, 
to fuch a value, as in foregoing reigns have b- en efteemed large 
fnpplies towards great a.id public fcrvices: which has been 
another great caiifc of the debt that lies upon the nation. 

And your Commons do isirtlior humbly re^refent to your 
Majelty, that, notv ilhllanding fuch valt fums i.Tued out to the 
faid late paymaller and treafurer, whereby your Commons had 
amply provided for all thofe fervices, and for the effectual car¬ 
rying on the war againft France, ,yct they find to.j^heir great 
forrow, that not only the officers, but the feamcn and foldiers, 
who on all occafions have behaved thctnfelvcs bravely in de¬ 
fence of their country, have not beeij paid during tlie late war, 
and that great fuins are ftill owing to many of them ; whereas, 
if the public money had been duly applied to the ufes for which 
it was given by your Commons, inftead of thofe many hardihips 
that were endured by your Majelly’s moft faithful fubjedls and 
their families, who ferved fo well in your fleets and armies, 
they would have had juftice done them during the laft war, and 
been encouraged more cheerfully to engage themfelves in this. 

But, inflead of juftice, we have too much reafon to believe, 
that thofe very perfons who, by long and unnccelfary delays, 
have compelled them to accept of remote tallies and paper fe- 
curlties, have (amongft others) taken advantage of their necef- 
fities, and employing brokers to buy np thofe tallies and fecu- 
rities at a low rate, have afterwards paid themfelves with that 
ready money which they fliould at firlt have diitributed to the 
feamcn and foldiers. 

And fuch was the myfterious trade upon tallies and exche¬ 
quer bills, which was formerly carried on by common brokers, 
betwixt the exchange and the exchequer, and which did, as it 
were, prey upon the very vitals of the government, and fo 
great gain was made thereby at the expenfe of the public, that 
valt films of money were employed in it; which did very muchi 
leflen the true trading ftock of this nation: whereby both the 
exportation of the woollen and other maniifaiSlures of this 
kingdom, and the importation of bullion, and other commo¬ 
dities of foreign countries, to be manufaiStured in England, 
have been very much obftru£ted, to the great prejudice of your 
VoL. I. C c Majefty’s 
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Majefty's curtoms, the lofs of the balance of. trade, and the 
general impoverifliment of the whole kingdom. 

y\nd though the faid late paymafter and treafurcr, by long 
find unnecelfary delays in fettling theif accounts, have in great 
meafure prevented any difeovery of their undue proceedings, 
and have endeavoured to proteA theinfelves from a juft and •fair 
account to the nation, by privy feals, and other unjuftifiablc 
warrants, fufreptitioufly obtained, foripafling their accounts 
without proper vouchers, contrary to the law and courfe of the 
exchequer ; yet your Commons, by the great fidelity and dili¬ 
gence of the faid commiffioners flpr taking, examining, and 
liating the public accounts of the kingdom, have not only dif- 
covered the fcvcral mifmanagements above-mentioned, but 
alfo, foine of the unwarrantable proceedings ufed by the faid 
late paymafter of your Majefty’s forces ; by whom a confide- 
rable part of the money which came to his hands, and which 
ought notirvt have been applied to any other purpofc than the 
payment of the army, hath been diverted to his own and to 
other private iifes; for all which, ,upon a full and fair hearing 
in his own defence, he Iwith juftly incurred the cenfurc of this 
Houfe, and been declared guilty of a high crime and mifde- 
meanour. 

And we find to ottf unfpeakable grief, whilfl his late Ma- 
jefty was engaged in the profccution of the glorious defign of 
preferving the proteftant religion, and the liberties of Europe, 
and was thereby neceflitated to commit the care of the public 
affairs in this kingdom to particular minifters, whereof a very 
few were more particularly intrufted with the chief adininiftra- 
tlon, and who have been the great caufes of all the unhappy 
differences amongft us, this general mifmanagement of the pub¬ 
lic affairs did atlually fpread itfclf over the whole kingdom, 
and feems to be owing (amongft other things) to a difpofition 
of offices and places, where men were rather chofen for their 
inclinations to ferve a party, than for their qualification to 
ferve the public. 

And thefe men, being confeious to themfclves of the many 
frauds and offences committed again ft the public, have no other 
hopes to fhelter themfelves from juftice, but by taking away 
the reputation of thofe who defire to do right to their country, 
by deleting their iniquities; and being united in guilt and in- 
tereft, they endeavour to amufc and impofe upon thofe whofe 
pofterity, we have too much reafon to fear, will groan under 
the fad effects of the wickednefs of the one, and the too great 
Xrredulity of the other* 

Thefe, dread Sovereign, are divers of the caufes of thofe 
mifehiefs your kingdom fuffereth by the late mifmanagements, 

a and 



( 38f ) 

and which your loyal Commons could not omit thus humbly 0 
reprefcnt, in all dutiful manner, without being untaithfnl td 
your Majefty, and to the country by whom they are intruiled. 

From hence your Majefty will be gracioully pleafed to take . 
notice, that the great debt which lies upon the uationi and all 
the Arrears which arc owing to your \lajefty’s ff'rces, do not 
arife fo much from tlic deficiencies of tlie funds, as for waiu of 
care in the management, and fidelity in the application of 
them. 

Hut fince it hath pleafed Almighty G.xl to place your facred 
Majefly on the royal thr<'.ne,of your anceflors, we have fo entire 
a confidence in your Majefty’s goodnefs,- that we can no longer 
fear to fee the public revenue miftnanaged, or mifjpplud, the 
accounts neglected, or the forces unpaid ; and c clu*'rfully 
depend on your Majcfly’s wifdom, that all our grievances, by 
your grace and favour, will in due time be redrelfed and re¬ 
moved, by puiiifhing thofe who have been the caufe'-of them^ 
and by iurrufting none in the adminiltration of public affairs^ 
wlio, for their owm private advantage, Have manifeflly contri-i 
buted to the calamity of their country.. 

This, mofl gracious Sovereign, will be the only eftedlual 
means to prevent the like mifmanagement for the future, anti 
thereby to make your Majefly’s reign happy at home and prof- 
perons abroad. 

This will be the beft means to enable and encourage your du¬ 
tiful Commons to raife thofe fnpplies which fhall be ncceffary tot 
fupport your Majefly againft all your enemies. 

And we humbly crave leave, upon this occafion, to repeat 
our affurances to your Majefty, that we will always Hand by 
and allilt your Majefly, to the utmoft of oUr power, in prefer- 
ving the eftablifhei! government, both in cnurch and flatcf 
maintaining the ancient glory ot the Englifh nation, and in de¬ 
fending the liberties of Europe againfl the boundlefs ambition of 
France. 


her Afajefly's mojl gracious Speech, November *703- 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE called you together as foon as I thought you could 
^ conveniently cofne out of yofir countries, that no time might 
be loft: in making our preparations for carrying on the prefent 
W'ar; in which I do not doubt of your cheerful concurrence, 
fince you cannot but be fenfiblc that on ihc fiiccefs of it depends 
oUr own fafety and happinefs, and that of all Europe.' 

I hope 1 have improved the confidence you repofed in md 
hft year to your fatisfadlion, and the advantage of us, and 

C c 2 allies^ 
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allies, by the treaty with the King of Portugal, arwl the decla¬ 
ration of the Duke of Savoy : which, in great mcafiire, may 
be imputed to the chcerfulncfs with which you fupported me 
in this war, and the ailbrance with which you trufted me in the 
conduct of it ; and we cannot fufficiently acknowledge the 
goodnefs of Almighty God, who is plcafcd to afford us fo fair 
a profpeft as we now have, of bringing it to a glorious and 
fpeedy coi)clu(ion. 

I mitft therefore defire you, Gentlemen of the Hoiife of 
Commons, to grant me fneh fnppiies as fhall be requifite to 
defray the ncceffary charge of the war in the next year, with 
regard not only to all our former engagements, but particularly 
to oiir alliance lately made with the King of Portugal, for reco¬ 
vering the monarchy of Spain from the houfc of Bourbon, and 
reftoring it to the houfc of Auftria ; which treaty, being in 
itfelf of the l.igheft importance iniaginabli., and requiring all 
polhble difpatch in the execution of it, has necelfarily occa- 
fioned a great expenfe even in this prt.r.nt year, though not fo 
much as it will require^ and for which I hope wc (hail be am¬ 
ply recompenfed in the ne^t. 

The fubfidies which will now be immediately required, for 
the afliftance of the Duke of Savoy, will likewife occafion a 
further ncceffary charge. 

I muft take notice to you, that though no particular provi- 
fion was made in the laft feflion, either for the charge of our 
prefent expedition to Portugal, or for that of the augmentation 
troops dclired by the States General ^ yet the funds given by 
Parliament have held out fo well, and the produce of the 
prizes has proved fo confiderablc, that you will find the pub¬ 
lic will not be in debt by reafon of either of thefe additional 
fervices. 

I may further obftrve to you, that though the funds for the 
civil government are diminilhed by the w'ar, I have, in con- 
junflion with the States General, contributed out of my own 
revenue towards fome public fervices, and particularly the fup- 
port of the circle of Suabia, whofe firm adherence to the inte- 
reft of the allies, under the greateft prellurcs, did vary well 
deferve our feafonable affiffance; and I Ihall dill be careful 
not to engage myfelf in any unneceffary expenfe of my own, 
that I may have the more to fpare towards the eafe of my 
fubje^s. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^ I heartily wifii fome cafy and lefs chargeable method could 
fie found, for the fpeedy and effectual manning of the ueet. 

1 muff.- 
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I muft alfo recommend to you to make fomc regulation for 
preventing the exceflivc price of coals. I have examined this 
mattery and taken particular care to app')int convoys for that 
fervice; but the price has t.ot been in tb.t ieaft abated, notwith* 
Handing a very confiderablc quantity has been imported fmee 
th;it time. This gives great ground of fiifpicion, there may be 
a combination of I'omc perfons, to enrich thcrnfclvcs by a;gcue- 
ral ftpprcflion of others, and particularly the poor : it will dc- 
ferve your conlidcration, how to remedy this great incon¬ 
venience. 

And, in all your affairs^ I mnft recommend to you as much 
difpaich as tlic narnre of them ill admit. This is necelfary to 
make our preparations early, on which, in great meafurc, de¬ 
pends the good fnccefs of .ill onr enterprlzes. 

I want word;- to exprefs to you my (.arneft defires of feeing 
all my fnbjeds in pertccl peace .ind union among thenifelvcs: 
I have nothing fo much at heart as their general^'elfare and 
happinefs. L .t me therelore delirc you all, that you would 
carefully avoid any heats or divifions, fhat may difappoint me 
of that latisfaction, and give encouragement to the common 
enemies of our church and liate. 


Addrefi ly the Hoitfc of Cemmons to the^eceftf Nov* 11, 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

your Majelty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
^ ’ Commons, in Pariament aiVembied, do humbly return 
your Majelly our moft hearty tl'.anks for your Majelty’s moft 
gracious fpe ch from the throne. 

We are truly fenlible ofyoiir Majefty’s carneft endeavours to 
bring the war to a glorious and fpeedy conclufion, of which 
your Majefty has given us fo fair a profpeiSl, by your great 
wifdom and conduift, in engaging the King of Portugal and 
Uj Duke of Savoy in your alliance, for recovering the monarchy 
of Spain from the houfe of Bourbon, and reftoring it to the 
honfe pf Auftria. 

We do moft gratefully acknowledge your Majefty's fingular 
care in the good management and application of the public 
money, whereby your Majefty’s exchequer hath greater credit, 
in this fo expenfive a war, than was ever known in the tnoft 
flourilhing times of peace; and your moft unparalleled grace 
and goodnefs to your people, in contributing out of your owll 
revenue towards the public fcrvice, particularly your Majefty's 
pfioft feafunable afliiftance to the circle of Suabia* 

^ C c 3 Thi 
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The many bleflings wc enjoy under your Majefty’s mod au- 
fpicious reign, and your tender regard to the general welfare 
aifd tiappinefs of yoiirfubje£is, juftly require our utmoll returns 
r*T duty and gratitude, and your Majefty may be aiTured that 
your faithful Commons will fupport your Majefty in your alli¬ 
ance'., and efFeftually enable your Majefty to carry on the war 
wifK?.vigour ; to whii h nothing can more contribute than a firm 
union anjong ourfclves. We therefore crave leave further to 
aifisre your IVipicity that we will, according to your Majefty's 
dehre, caicfi.llv avoid any heats or divifions that may give en» 
couragement to the common enemies of the church and ftatc, 


Her Majfjly s Anfwcr^ JSiovember 15 , 1703 . 

T AM vt'jy well ple.ifed with your aiTuranees of fupporting me 
in the ^icfent war, and your kind acknowledgments of iny 
endcavouis to biing it to a happy concliifion. 

\ ‘>11 may alUire youffelves 1 fha'l always purfue the true in- 
seicii iii the kingdom, and omit nothing that inay promote the 
yyellaie of my people, * 


Her j\Ltj:fiys meji gracious Spcccby December ly, 1703. 

My Lnrd ', and Gentlemen, 

- rillNK It proper upon this occafion to acquaint you, that 
* lia\.e had inuiucl'tionablc informations of very ill pradices 

' .'s rained on in Scotland by cmilVarics from France, 

•»'. •nvjii have proved extremely dangerous to the peace of 

- . .' oOmv, as you will fee by the particulars which lhall 

•> le you, as foon as the feveral examinations relating 
" ’ ■ ' 1' can be fully pi rfedccl, and made public without 

‘ • • i*' ihi-* time, 1 make no doubt, but by this 

' ‘ ' I- difeovcry, I lliall be able to give fuch direftion^ for 

. nr.iy as v\il] effectually prevent any ill confcquences from 
I.'.' *( i e-nicii.us dtl'igns. 

GeiitlenK'n of theHoufe of Commons, 

■ -voi V(ry fenfible of your great rcadinefs and affeition for 
f'.v pi.-hiic fervicf, by prcfeniing me foearly in the feflions with 
nrKlerablc part of your fnpplies. 1 depend entirely upon 
continuing with the lamp zeal to difpatch the remainder 
K-j iliem ; that fo we may be prepared to give the fpeedieft af- 
l^liiapce to our allies, and to defeat the malicious defigns of our 

t:iiemieSj. 
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enemicS) who cannot be more induflrious to contrive the ruin 
of this kingdom, and of the proteftant religion, than I (hall 
always be vigilant and careful, both for their prefent preferva- 
tion, and for their future fecurity. 


^Addrefs by the Houfe of Commoniy December i8, 1703, 

Molt gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons, in Parliament aflembled, do return your Ma- 
jefty our mod humble and hearty thanks for your mod gracious 
fpecch from the throne. 

We are truly fenfible of your Majedy’s great goodnefs, and 
of the confidence you repofe in us, by communicating the dif- 
covery of the ill pradtices and defigns that have been carried on- 
in Scotland by emiflaries from France ; whercby^c have an 
opportunity to repeat our unanimous refolutions to dand by and 
fupport yourMajedy, andjthe fucceflic«» in the proteftant line^ 
as limited by law, againd all prcteiK|prs, and all your Majefty’s 
enemies whatfoever. 

We want words toexprefs to yourMajedy the detedation we 
have'of any confpiracies and attempts to clifturb the peace and 
profperity of your happy government, under which we mud 
think our fecurity fufficiently provided for, fince your Majeily 
has been pleafed to give fuch diredions as may prevent all ill, 
confequenccs from them. 

It is groat fatisfadlion to us, to find that the fupplies we have 
already given are fo acceptable to your Majefty: we fliall go 
on with the fame rcadinefsand zeal todifpatch the remainder of 
them, that we may enable your Majedy to give the fpeedier 
adidance to your allies, and to defeat the malicious defigns of 
your enemies. 

Your faithful Commons can never have the lead didrud of 
your Majedy’s vigilance and care for the prefervation of the 
protedant intered in general, of the monarchy, and the church 
of England, as by law edablilhed ; and wc humbly beg leave 
to alfure your Majedy, that we will never be difeouraged, but 
will continue incelfant in our endeavours, by all proper methods, 
tQ tranfmit them fecurely fettled to poderity. 



C 39» ) 


Her Majefiy*s Anfioer, December 21, 1703. 
Gentlemen, 

I AM very well pleafed with your afllirances of difpatching 
the fnpplies, and with the other parrs of this addrefs,, in 
which, you exprefs fo much duty and rcadinefs 10 fupport, and 
to truft me. 

You may depend upon my willingnefs to join my endeavours 
with you, in fecuring to poil'.'risy the proteflant fua cfllon in the 
monarchy, and the church 01 England, as it is eliablilhcd by 

law. 


Addrefs by the Houfc of Commons to the ^eent Dec. 2 1 , 1703. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

W*-’, yo^r Majefty’s moft dtitiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
^ Commons of England, in Parliament affembled, beg 
leave humbly to lay befrSVe your Majefty the great and juft con¬ 
cern we arc under, to fee pny violation of your royal preroga¬ 
tive. 

t Your faithful Commons believe the adminiftration of the 
government belt fccun'd, when it is left to your Majcfty, *w'ith 
whom the law has intriifted it ; and Itave fo firm a depende- ce 
upon your Majelty’s aftedion to )our joople, and your great 
wifdom, that they can never apprehend fo little danger from any 
confpiracy, as wheft the cxaininalion thereof is under your 
Majefty’s diredion. 

We are therefore furprifed to find, that when fcveral perfons 
'^lufpeded of rreafonable practices againft your Mujefty, were 
taken into cuftody by your mefl’engers, in order to be exa¬ 
mined, the Lords, in violation of the known laws of the land, 
have wrelied them out of your Majefty’s hands, and without 
your Majelty’s leave or knowledge, in a moft extraordinary 
manner, taken the examination of them folely to thcmfelves; 
whereby a due inquiry into the evil pradices and dcfigns againft 
your. Majefty’s .perfon and government may, in great mea- 
fiire, be obftrudied. 

Your loyal Commons do therefore moft earneftly defire your 
Majefty to fuffer no diminution of that prerogative, which, 

' duliiig your Majefty’s reign, they are confident will always be 
exerted for the good of your people. 

And we humbly beg leave to alfiire your Majefty, that as we 
arc rcfolved, by timely and eifedual fupplies, to enable your 
’Majefty to carry on the war which you have fo glorioufly begun; 

fo. 
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fo we will, to the ntmrft of oer power, fupport your Majefty 
in the excrcife of ycnr juft prero-mive at home, and the aflert- 
irjg of it againft all invafions whatfoevcr. 


Her Afajejifs Anfwery January 3, 1704, 
Gentlemen, 

T HAVE bad the fatisfaflion to find that the matter which 
may have occauoned this addrefs, is now at an end. 

I return you many tlianlis for the concern you exprefs for my 
prerogative, and for your repeated alfurances of making the 
lupplies effcdnal, which v, ill be greatly for the honour . and 
advaiUage of the kingdom. 

I ihall be careful not to give way to any invafion of the pre¬ 
rogative of the crown, or of the rights and liberties of the 
people, • 


Her Alajejl/s moji gracious Speech, January 21, 1704. 


My Lords and (Gentlemen, 

misfortune of the King of Spain’s being forced bach 
upon our confts by comrary winds, which I hope witt 
lofe but very little time, does yet make it fo reafonable to 
haftci) our preparations for this year’s fervice, that though I aiil 
very f ufible of your zeal in forwarding all things relating to 
mine ami the public fervice, yet I cannot but take this occafion 
to defirc you witlt all carncltncf?, that you would give the greateft ^ 
difpatch to the buHnefs of this felfion HIM depending, which is 
fo neceflary for the good of the common iatcreft. 


Mejjage from her Aiajefy to the Houfe of CommonSy Feb, 7, 1704* 
Anne R. 

TJIER Majcfty having taken into her ferious confideration the 
mean and infufficient maintenance belonging to the clergy 
in divers parts of this kingdom, to give them forne eafe, hath 
been pleafed to remit the arrears of the tenths to the pOOt 
clergy ; and, for an augmentation of their maintenance, her 
Majefty is pleafed to declare, that fhe will make a grant of her 
whole revenue arifing out of firll-fruits and tenths, fo far as 
it now is, or ihall become, free from incumbrances, to be ap-^ 

plied 
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plied to this purpofe ; and if the Houfe of Commons can find 
any proper method, by which her Majefty’s good intentions to 
the poor clergy may be -made more elFeftual, it will be a great 
advantage to the 'public, and very acceptable to her Majefty/ 
Stfjantfi'sf Feb, 7, 


Addrejs hy the Houfe of Commons to the F^ueen^ Feb, 9, 1704, 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

■^n^E, your Majefty’s inoft dutiful and loyal fubjeffs, the 
^ ’ Commons, in Parliament alfcmbled, beg leave to pre- 
fent our moil humble and hearty thanks to your Majcfty for 
your moll graciousmeflage ; in which you are plcafcd to declare 
your royal bounty, in remitting the arrears of .the tenths due 
from y.pur poor clergy, and in charitably deligning, for the 
future, to^pply your Majefty's whole revenue, arifing from 
fhe firft-fruits and tenths, in augmentation of their main¬ 
tenance. 

We are juftly fenfiblc of your Majefty’s pious concern for 
the church.of England, and of the great advantage it will re¬ 
ceive ^om your Majefty’s unparalleled goodnefs, in giving up 
fuch a part of your Majefty’s revenue towards the better provi- 
fiou for the poorer clergy, who were not fufficiently provided 
for at the happy reformation of religion under your royal an- 
ceftots. 

Your Majefty’s faithful Commpns will ufc their utmoft en¬ 
deavours to render your Majefty’s charitable intentions moll 
cSe^ual, and will, upon this and all other occaftons, readily 
' apply themfelves to fuch proper methods as may belt conduce tu 
the hipport of the clergy, and to the honour, intereft, and {\i- 
lure fecurity of the church of England, as by law eftablilhed* 


Her Majefy^s Anfwer, February 12^^ *704« 
Gentlemen, 

T AM very glad to find my meflage has been fo acceptable to 
you; I hope you will cffeftually improve it, to the advan* 
lage of the church, as by law eftablilhed, for which nobody 
can have more true and real concern than m^felf. 
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Addrefs to her Majejiy by the Houfe of Commoniy Feb, l8, 1 ^ 04 * 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

Majetty having with great goodnefs, declared from 
the throne to your Parliament, that divers ill prafliccs and 
defigns have been carried on in Scotland by emiiVaries from ' 
France, which might have proved extremely dangerous to the 
peace of thefe kingdoms; and that you would lay the particulars 
before your Parliament, as foon as the feveral examination^ 
could be fully perfedted, and made public without prejudice ; 
we, your Majelly’s moft dptiful and loyal Commons, refting 
fecure and fatisfied in your Majefty’s great wifdom and care, 
moft thankfully acknowledge the confidence you have beei| 
plcafed to repofc in us. 

But finding upon the Lords Journals, that their Lordflilps 
the very fame day made two orders ; the one to remove youf 
Majefty’s prifoners out of your cuftody into their o\^ ; and th« 
other to commit their examination folcly to a committee of 
feven Lords, chofen and appointed by»themfelvcs; by which 
your Majefty feemed excluded frompny power over the faid 
prifoners. 

Your loyal Commons, juftly fenfiblc of the dangerous con^ 
feqtielices of fuch proceedings, thought themfclvcs obliged to 
declare their concern at this violation of your royal preroga-, 
tive, and the known laws of the land, |n an humble addrels 
prefented to your Majefty. 

Your- faithful Commons are well aOTured, that when this 
matter comes to be rightly ftated and underftood, a zeal fo well 
intended, and fo well grounded, will rather be imputed to 
them as meritorious, than liable to exception ; and therefore, 
fince their humble addrefs has been fo artfully mifreprefented 
by the Lords, in their late reprefentation prefented to your 
Majefty, on Tuefday the iStli of Jantiary, and pubiiftied and 
fpread with unufual induftry through all parts of the kingdom, 
they look upon themfelves under the indifpenfable neccllity of 
appearing before your Majefty in their own juftification. 

Their Lordftiips think fit to take offence at the manner and 
words of our addrefs, and accompany this exception with re- 
iiedions and infinuations, more harfti and more odious than the 
moft opprobrious language : but as we made ufe of no terms, 
but what were fuitable to the.occafion ; fo it will appear by 
precedents, that the fame have been frequently and reciprocally 
ufed by both Houfes to each other ; nor could the Commons, 
in refped to your Majefty, aflert your royal prerogative in 
words of lefs ibrcc than thofc in which they have vindicated 
/their own privileges. 


What- 
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Whatever cxpreffions our zeal for your Majofly and the pub¬ 
lic might have infpircd, we could never have offered to our 
Sovereign fo ungrateful a remembrance, as the deftrudlion of 
the monarchy by adeieilable aifenibly, compofed of Members 
of both Houfes, who, being alike partakers in the guilt, ought 
equally to fliare the reproach. , 

With inueh more icafon might we obl'erve, both on behalf 
of your MajefLy and the Commons, that their Lordihips^ not 
contented with preferring their own examinations to your’s ; 
not contented with excluding your Majclly and the Commons, 
to whom parliamentary inquiries moll properly belong; ap¬ 
propriate to their Honfe only, c\Vn in their application to 
their Sovereign, the name of a i’arliaoicnt; an iiillance not 
to be paralleled, unlcfs by that very aireinbly that fubverted 
the monarchy. 

It is not the qneflion at pieH nt, as dated by the Lords, 
whether their Lordlhips have a power ot taking into cuflody, 
while und?!- exaniinaimn, perlbns accufed of criminal matters, 
Cognizable in Pailianjent ; but that their Lordfhips have :i 
light to take the prifoners of the cro'.vn, and tire examination of 
them, fo.lcly into their ovvn hands, witjiout your Majelly’scon- 
fent, and in fuch manner as mult necefi'aiily prove an exclufion 
of your Majcrty and this Houfe, is the propofition your Com¬ 
mons deny, and for which their Lordlhips have produced no 
precedent. 

This unhappy occafion has been at the fame time accompanied 
with the moil furjirifing inftanccs of contiadiftion, and counter 
orders to your Majclly, both preceding and fubfcqiient to it, but 
cfpecially on tbc 29th of January lall, when your Majefty, 
with your accuftomed goodnefs, comnnnucated to the Lords 
the papers relating to the Scotch confpiracy, with ati exception 
only of fomc matters, not yet pi-oper to be made public, with¬ 
out preventing a further difeovery of feerjets of greater impor¬ 
tance, with which your Majefly aflitred their Lordlhips, they 
fhould alfo be acquainted, as loon as it could be done without 
prejudice. However, their Lordlhips, upon what provocation, 
or for what reafoii, no where appears, immediately addrefl'ed 
to your Majefly, prclling you to lay before them the whole 
matter, and all papers relating thereunto ; by which your Ma- 
jdfly was put under a necefiity, cither to give their Lordlhips a 
refufal, or to comply with their unexpected importunity, to 
the endangering the public fervice. Tbefe proceedings, fo 
extraordinary in their nature, and in their manner, could not 
but fenlibly affed ytuir faithful Commons, whofe earnefc defire 
^\it is to fee both your Houfes of Parliament, and the whole body 
pf your people, entirely agreed to pay the deference due to yout 

Majclly 
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Majefty’s wifdom, to confide in your care, and to promote 
and maintain your honour and dignity. 

Their Lordfliips, not faiisfied with alTuming this unprece¬ 
dented power, have endeavoured, witli a great deal ol art, to 
perfuade your Majclly of the ncccdfity of it, to prevent the 
defigns of ill princes and their favourites; but as it may feem 
imreafonable- for their Lordthips to begin to pradlifc upon a 
good prince fuch methods as are pretended only to be needful 
againit an ill one, fo it is our humble opinion, that the danger 
might be much greater, admitting this precedent. Should 
the Lords combine to defend one another from inquiries and 
profecutions, all parliamentary impeachments might be eluded, 
fecret deligns carried on, t!ie innoccuit afperfed without repa¬ 
ration, and the guilty acquifted without trial; nor is that in- 
ilance, menlioued by the Lords, an unfcafonable caution ; 
fincc that revolution in a neighbouring kingdom, alluded to 
by their Lordlhips, was occafioned by the im roacl^ncnts of a 
prevailing cabal of lords, who endeavouring to enllave the 
people, and to betray their ^kingiand thiir country to a foreigri 
power, obliged the church and the,Commons to unite in the 
public defence. 

Your faithful Commons have found thcmfelves fo happy 
undei* your Majelly’s admiuillration, that they pleafe them- 
felves with more agreeable profpedls ; and vctiouncing fuch 
examples of unfcafonable jcah'uiics and fcar^, molt thankfully 
receive the blellings of 'your reign ; nor couid they have made 
a more grateful return for your Majelij ’s generous proteflion 
of their liberties, than by a fuiiable concern for your prero¬ 
gative. 

If their Lorddiips had confultcd their own Journals, with 
the fame care that we always take to be rlglnly informed, they 
would hardly have affirmed, that a dire£t appeal to the throne, 
without any previous deiire of conference, had been an un¬ 
precedented pradice; their books arc filled with variety of 
inftances to the contrary. But, witlioiit examining their 
books, it feems very furprifing, that their Lordlhips could fo 
foon forget their addrefs prefented to your Majelty the laft 
feffion, on behalf of the Lord HiTnop of VVorceflcr ; and their 
addrefs to the late King, on behalf of WilliEm, Earl of Port¬ 
land ; Edw'ard, Earl ol Orford; John, Lord Somers; and Charles, 
Lord Hallifax, impeached by the Commons of high crimes 
and mifdemeanors ; and when this Houfe formerly expoftu- 
lated with the Houfe of LoYds, for proceeding in the very , 
fame method of which they now complain, their Lordlhips 
made a moft folemn declaration in thefc words; 


“ That 
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** *rhat tliey muft ever aflert a llbcfty in tkelf Floufe te 
apply to the throne, by themfelves, for the doing any thing 
warranted by law,” &Cj 

Nor can the Lords, wc prefume^ upon fecond reflexion, 
deny the Commons the fame liberty, which their Lordlhips ' 
themfdlves have fo Itrongly all'erted, and fo frequently pra£li!ed. 

Your loyal Commons lincerciy concur with their Lordftiips, 
in declaring, that we will never contribute, by any aft of 
our’s, to the diminution of the rights of the crown ; and 
that we will not fnffer it in others, your Majcfty, their Lord- 
iliips, and the whole world, may jjidge, trom the example wc 
have now given. If their Lordlhips do truly wiih the Houfe 
of Commons may, in all times to come, fpcak and aft with 
that regard to the prerogative, which they allow tis the honour 
to have now taken up, wc (hall be very unfortunate to con¬ 
tinue under their difpleafure, at the fame lime when they feern 
to hope, tiial thole who (iiceeed us will take pattern by us. 

We, w'itn their Lordfliips allb, on their part, may continue; 
ill all times to come,‘to fpcak wijh that regard to parliamen¬ 
tary impeacliments, wdii^h they feern fo lately to have taken! 
up; fince we have reafun to apprehend, that the mifunder- 
flandings, which have of late years aiifen between the tw’O 
Houfes, have been principally owing to the artifices of Tome' 
particular perfons among themfelves, whom the Commons 
thought it their duty, for the public fafety, to bring to jiif- 
tice: how mtjch more difficult will all fiich endeavours be 
rendered, fliould their LordOiips be once admitted folc exa-' 
miners of accufations againd each other, as they are already 
foie judges ? 

We are accufed, but moft unjuflly, of exciting, and ear- 
neftly deliring, your Majelly to exert your prerogative againffi 
' the Houfe of Lords. Wc appeal to the words of our addrefs, 
if it is pollible, naturally to impofe any fuch fenfc upon any 
exprellion that is there. We are forry their Lordihips Ihould 
deicend fo low', as to the retraining and wreftrng of w’ords ;■ 
by which they rather difeover an unfortunate inclination to 
make us feern culpable, upon any terms; than that they, in 
truth, believe us fo. Wc know', how vain and how fruitlefs 
an application it would be, to excite your Majefty to any 
ab'ufe of your power, which, we arc convinced, you will al¬ 
ways exercife for the general good; and fo far are your Com- 
5. mons from entertaining any fuch dedre, that wc heartily wi(h 
to fee a good correfpondence preferved between the two 
Houfes; nor would forbear to purchafe it,at any rate, except 
1!lie gi^i^g up the rights of your Majefty, by whom we arc 

protefted^ ^ 
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and Ac fiberties and properties of the people* try 
whom we are entruftcd. 

Thefe few inftancesp fo plain and fo incontedablcp we pre- 
fume^ will be fufEcicnt, without trel'palling much longer upon 

J four Majefty*s time, to difcredit whatever elfc has been al* 
ed^ed, to create in your Majefty, and thofe we reprefenti an 
ill opinion of us. We .have been careful and indullrious to 
avoid, as far as was confident w'ith onr necelTary jufliiication,- 
all occafion of reviving animofitics ; and how great foever the 
provocation has been, your Majcfty having declared, how un- 
eafy you arc under fuch mjfunderftandings, we fliall make no 
difficulty to lay afide our refentments, who ffiall always be 
ready to facrifice our lives and fortunes to your quiet and fer- 
vice: nor can wc doubt, but we muft ftand fully acquitted to 
the whole world, and efpecially to your Majclly, fince the 
zeal that we have fliewn, and the reproaches that we have 
borne, have been owing to no other caufe, but the,defence of 
an excellent Qi^ieen, in w'hofc hands God Almighty has placed 
the executive authority ovgr thefe nations j which authority 
it has been the only endeavour of your faithful Commons to 
preferve as entire as our laws and conftitution allow. 

May it pleafe your moft facred Majeftvy 

It is with the deepeft concern, and a grief not to be expref- 
fed, that your dutiful and loyal Commons have found them- 
fclves engaged in dilputes of this nature, by which they liave 
been fo unfeafonably interrupted in hniihing the fupplics, and 
other matters of the liighcft importance: how zealoully they 
have applied themfelvcs to the difeharge of their duty, appears 
from their having already prefented your Majclly with the 
greateft part of their aids, with a difpatch and unanimity be¬ 
yond example; nor could the few bills, yet depending, have 
met the lead obltrudion or delay, but from the indifpcnfable 
neceffity of vindicating your Majelty’s royal prerogative, the 
privileges of our own lloufc, and the rights, and liberties of the 
Commons of England, in fcveral inl'lanccs invade’d alraoft at 
the fame time. Wc with there,,may have been more of mif- 
take than defign in thofe who have created thefe unhappy dif¬ 
ferences. However, w'c defire the remembrance may be 
henceforth blotted out; and that there may remain no othef 
impreffion in the hearts, both of Lords and Commons, than 
a linccre and paffionate concern for your Majefty’s Welfare 
and glory, nor any other contention ever hereafter arife, but 
by whom the public good fliall be belt advanced, the proteftapf 
fucceffion, and the church of England, bed fccurcd, and the 
•jud rights and prerogatives of the crown bed fupporlcd. 
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Her Majejlfs Anfiuery February 21^ 1704 * 
Gentlemen, 

T RE ! tllvN you many thank? for the great concern which 
you cxjjror*: loi ir.e ar d iry jiiit rif,iUs. ' ^ 

Your diipatch of the fuppiies is a great advantage to the 
public fefvice. 

And 1 am very well picafed with the aflitrances you give 
' me of your care to avoid any occafion of diflerence between 
the two Houfts, efpccially at this time, when there is fo ap¬ 
parent a necellity of ftrengthenirig ourfclves againft the mali¬ 
cious defigns of our enemies. 


Her Majejiy s mojl gracious Speech, O^ober 24, 1 704 . 

My LofBs and Gentlemen, 

great and remarkable fuccefs, with which God hath 
blclfed our arms ii| this fummer, hath llirrcd up our 
good fubjcdls, in all parts of the kingdom, to exprefs their 
unanimous joy and fatisfa^bion ; and I allure myfelf, you are 
all come difpofed to do every thing that is neceffary for liie ef¬ 
fectual profecution of the war; nothing being more obvious, 
than that a timely improvement of our prefent advantages 
will enable us to procure a iafling foundation of fecurity for 
England, and a firm fupport for the liberty of Europe. This 
is my aim: I have no intereft, nor ever will have, but to 
^promote the good and happinefs of all my fubjeds. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I mull: define fuch fupplies of you, as may be requifite for 
carrying on the next year’s fervice, both by fea and land, and 
for punctually performing our treaties with all our allies ; the 
rather, for that feme of them have jutt pretenlions, depending 
ever fince the lafi war; and I need not put you iu mind of 
what importance it is to preferve the public credit, both 
abroad and at home. *** 

I believe, you will find fome charges neceflary next year, 
which were nut mentioned in the lait fefiions \ and fome ex¬ 
traordinary expenfes incurred fince, which were not then pro- 
vided for. 

I alfure you, that all the fupplies you give, with what I 
am able to fpare from my own expenfes, fliall be carefully 
applied to the bell advantage for the public fervice: and I 
earnelliy recommend to you a fpcedy difpatcli, as that which,, 
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under the good piynldence of God, we mud chiefly depend 
upon, to difappoint the earlieft defign of our enemies. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I cannot but tell you, how cirential it is, for attaining thefe 
great ends abroad, of which we have fo hopeful a profpc(Sl, 
tha*t wc (hould be entirely united at home. 

It is plain our enemies have no encouragement left, but 
what allies from their hopes of our divifions; it is, therefore, 
your concern not to give the leaft countenance io thofe hopes. 

My inclinations are to be kind and indulgent to you all. I 
hope you will do nothing to endanger the lofs of this oppor¬ 
tunity which God has put into our hands, of fccuring ourielves 
and all Europe j and that there will be no contention among 
yon, hut who fliall moft promote the public welfare. 

Such a temper as this, in all your proceedings, cannot fail 
of fecuring your reputation both at home and abroad. 

This would make me a happy Qiieen, wh(<fe u.inoll endea¬ 
vours (hall never be wanting to make y^pu a happy and flouriih- 
ing people. • 

nrnr-rrWB | 

Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons to the ^neen^ 0 £l. 25, 1704. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

T^^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje£ls, tlie 
knights, citizens, and burgcllcs, in Parliament alfemblcd, 
do beg leave to return your Majcfty our moft humble and 
hearty thanks for your Majefty’s moft gracious fpeech from 
the throne; and to. congratulate your Majefty upon the great 
and glorious fuccelfes with w'hich it has plcafed God to blcfs 
your Majefty in the entire defeat of the united force of 
France and Bavaria by the arms of your Majefty, and your 
allies, under the command, and by the courage and condud of 
the Duke of Marlborough ; and in the vidory obtained by 
your Majefty’s fleet under the command, and by the courage 
and condud of Sir George Rooke. 

Your Majefty can never be difappointed in your expeda- 
tion from us, your faithful Commons, who ail come difpofed 
to do every thing that is necellary for the effedual profecutiori 
of the war; and therefore your Majefty may depend on out' 
providing fuch fupplies, and giving fuch fpeedy difpatch to 
the public builnefs, as may enable your Majefty to piirfiie thefe 
advantages, fo happily obtained over the common enemy; 
which wc can never doubt but your Majeily’s wifdom will 
improve, to the procuring a lafting fecurity for England, and 
a firm fupport for the liberty of Europe. 

VoL. I. D d We 
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We are truly fenfiblc, that nothing can be more elTcntiat 
• for the attaining thefe great ends, than to'be entirely united at 
home ; we (hall, therefore, ufe our uimoft endeavours, by all 
proper methods, to prevent all divilions among us; and will 
have no contention, but who (hall molt' promote and eftablilh 
the public welfare, both in church and ftate. Thus your Ma- 
jefty’s reign will be made happy, and your memory biellcd to 
all poflerity. 


Her Majejly i AnjwcrTt Oilober'^ly 1704. 

. Gentlemen, * 

T RETURN you many thanks for this addrefs, and the af^ 
furances you give me of difpatching the fiipplics, and avoid¬ 
ing, all divifions ; both which, as they are extremely ac¬ 
ceptable to me, fo they will be advantageous to yourfelvcs, and 
beneficial tt^the public. 


Her Afajijiys mojl gracious Speech, Dec, 9, 1704. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

J AM glad of this occafion to return you my hearty thanks 

for your making good the alfurances you gave me, in your 
feveral addreifes, of your zeal and readinefs to promote the 
jlublic bufmefs. 

And I muft thank you, Gentlemen ot the Houfc of Com¬ 
mons, in particular, for your early difpatch of fo great a part 
of the necelfary fupplies^ which cannot fail of being a very 
effentlal advantage, both in the forwardnefs of our own pre¬ 
parations, and in the great encouragement it will give to all 
our allies. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I look upon this good beginning to be fo fure a pledge of 
your affeftlons for my fetvice, and for our common intereft, 
that 1 have not the leaft doubt but you will continue with the 
fame zeal to difpatch what remains of the public bulinefs, apd 
to bring this feflion to a happy and fpeedy conclulion. 
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Her Majcjlfs Meffap te the Hmfe of Cmmius, Jan. 17 , 

Anne R. ' 

Majefty, having taken into her confideration the 
addrefs of this Houfe, relating to the great fervices per- v 
formed by the Duke of Marlborough, does incline to grant 
the intereft of the crown in the honour and manor of Wood- 
Rock, and hdndred of Wootton, to him and his heirs; and 
deilres the affiRance of this Houfe upon this extraordinary 
occafion. 

The lieutenancy and rangerfhip of the parks, with the rents 
and profits of the manor and hundred, being granted for two 
lives, her Majcfiy thinks it proper, that incumbrance fliould be 
cleared. 


Her Majejiys mofi gracious Speechy November 1705. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

r HAVE been very defirods to meet you as early as I thought 
"*■ you might be called together without inconvenience to 
yourfelves. 

And it is with much fatisfaftioii I obferve fo full an appear¬ 
ance at the opening of the Parliament, bccauic it is a ground for 
me to conclude you are all convinced of the necellity cf profe- 
cuting the ytifl; war in which we are engaged, and therefore are 
truly fenfible that it is of the greateft importance to us to be 
timely in our preparations. 

Nothing can be more evident, than that if the French King 
cotj||;inues mailer of the Spaniih monarchy, the balance of 
power in Europe is utterly deftroyed, and he will be able, 
in a fhort time, to engrofs the trade and the wealth of the 
world. 

No good Englifhman could at any time be content to fit Rill 
and acquiefee in fuch a profpe^l; and at this time we have 
great grounds to hope, that by the blcfllng of God upon our 
arms, and thofe of our allies, a good foundation is laid for re- 
Roring the monarchy of Spain to the Houfe of AuRria; the 
confequenccs of w!»ich will not only be fafe and advantageous, 
but glorious for England. . 

I may add, we have learned by our own experience, that no 
peace with France will laR longer than the firll opportunity 
of their dividing the allies, and of attacking fome of them 
with advantage. 

Ail our allies muft needs be fo fenfible this is the true Rate of 
the cafe, that 1 make no doubt but nieafures will foon be fo 
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Concerted, as that, if we are not wanting to ourfclvcs, wc fliall 
fee the next campaign begin oiFenfively on all lides againft our 
enemies, in a mo(i vigorous manner. 

I muft therefore defire you, Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, to grant me the fupplics which will be requilite for 
carrying on the next year’s fervice, both by fca and land; and 
at the fame time to conlider, that the giving all polfible difpatch 
will make the fupply itfelf much more efl’edual. 

The firmnefs and condud w'liich the Duke of Savoy has 
fhewn amidli extreme difficulties, is beyond example. 

I have not been wanting to do all that is polliblc for me, in 
order to his being fupported. 

1 ought to take notice to you, tliat the King of Pruffia’s 
troops have been very ufcTul to this end. Your approbation 
of that treaty laft feffions, and the encouragement you gave 
upon it, leave me no doubt of being able to renew it for ano¬ 
ther year. ^ 

] take thisoccafion toaffijrc you, that not only whatever ihall 
be granted by Parliament, for bearing the charge of the war, 
Ihall be laid out for that purpofc with the greateft faithfulncfs 
and management, but that 1 will continue to add, out of my 
own revenue, all I can rcafonably fparc beyond the nccelfary 
expenfes for the honour of the government. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

By an ad ot Parliament paflfed the laft winter, I was enabled 
to appoint commilliontrs lor this kingdom, to treat with 
commiftioners, to be empowered by authority Parliament 
in Scotland, concerning a nearer and more complete union be¬ 
tween the tw'o kingdoms, as foon as an ad iliould be made th^e 
for that purpofe : I think it proper for me to acquaint you, that 
fuch an ad is lately palfed there; and I intend, in a lliort time, 
to caufe commiffions to be made out, in order to put the 
treaty on loot, which I heartily defire may prove fuccefsful, 
becaufe I am perfuaded that an union of the two kingdoms 
will not only prevent many inconveniencies, which may other- 
wife happen, but muft conduce to the peace and happinefs of 
both-nations, and therefore I hope 1 Ihall have your affiftance 
in bringing this great work to a good conclufion. 

There is another union I think myfelf obliged to recommend 
to you in the moft earneft and affedioiiale manner, 1 mean an 
union of minds and affedions amongft ourfelves: it is that 
which would above all things difappoint and defeat the hopes 
and defigns of our enemies. 

1 cannot but with grief obferve, there are feme amongft us 
who endeavour to foment animofities ; but I perfuade myfelf 
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they will be found to be very few, when you appear to altiil 
me in difcountenancing and defeating fiich praftices. 

I mention this with a little more warmth, bccaufe there h^ve 
not been wanting fome fo very nialiciuus, as even in print to 
fuggeft the church of England, as by law cftablilhcd, to be in 
danger at this time. 

I.am w'illiiig to hope, not one of my fubjefts can really en¬ 
tertain a doubt of my affedlion to the church, or fo much as 
fufped, that it will not be my chief care to fupport it, and 
leave it fecure after me; and therefore we may be certain, that 
they, who go about to infmuatc things of this nature, muft be 
mine and the kingdom’s enemies, and can only mean to cover 
dcfigns, which they dare not publicly own, by endeavouring 
to diHra^l us with unrcafonable and gronndlcfs diliruHs and 
jealoufies. 

1 mnlf be fo plain as to tell you, the bed proofs we can aljL 
give, at prefent, of onr zeal for the prefcrvation oj; t!ie church, 
will be to join heartily in profeciiting the war againd an ene¬ 
my, who is certainly engaged to extirp'&le our religion, as w'cll 
as to reduce tltis kingdom to ilavcry. 

I am fully refolvcd, by God’s Ailidance, to do my part, 

I will always affedionatcly fupport and countenance the 
church of England, as by law eUabliflied. 

I will inviolably maintain the toleration. 

I will do all 1 can to prevail with my fubjeds to lay afide 
their divifions; and will dudy to make them all lafe andcafy, 

I will endeavour to promote religion and virtue amongd 
them, and to encourage trade, and every thing elfe, that make 
them a flouridling and happy pcciple* 

And they, who diall concur zcaloufly with me in carrying 
on ihefe good defigns, fhall be fure to find my kindnefs and 
favour. 


Addrefs by the Houfc of Commons^ November 3, 1705. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

■^OUR Majedy’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the Com- 
mons of England, in Parliament all'embled, are met to¬ 
gether with minds fully difpofed to adid your Majcdy in 
compaihng the great and glorious dcfigns, mentioned in your 
mod gracious fpeech to both Houfes of Parliament; for which 
we beg leave to return our mod hearty thanks, and at the fame 
time to congratulate the glorious fuccefsof your Majedy’s arms, 
and thofe of your allies. 
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Wc arc fully convinced, that the balance of power in Europe 
can never be reftored, till the monarchy ot Spain is in the pof- 
feflion of the houfe of Auflria, and that no peace with France 
can be fecure and lafting, w'hile the French King fliall be in a 
Condition to break*it; and therefore your faithful Commons are 
fully refolvcd, effedually to enable your Majefty to carry on 
the war with vigour, to fupport your allies, a)id make good 
fuch‘treaties, as your Majelty lhall judge necelfary, to reduce 
the exorbitant power of hraucc. 

It is no fmall encouragement to your Commons cheerfully to 
grant the fupplics necell'aiy for tholi; great ends, to find a frugal 
management, and a jull and prudent application or the public 
pioney. 

We cannot omit, upon this occafion, inoft thankfully to ac¬ 
knowledge your Majedy’s goodnefs, in continuing to contri¬ 
bute out of your own revenue to the expenfes of the war. 

We wan^ words to exprefs the deep fenfe wc have of the many 
bleffings we enjoy tmder your Majcfly’s molt happy govern- 
iflont: we arc thoroughly fenfibic of your afFe6lionate carp to 
fupport and countenance Jthc church of England, as by the lavy 
ellablilhed, your refoluiion to maintain the toleration, and to 
encourage the trade, union, and welfare of your people- 

1 his being li e happy condition of all your fubjeds, it is thp 
grcatefl concern imaginable to us, to find your Majefly has fo 
jtiil reafon to refent the ingratittide of fome, who endeavour to 
foment animofities and divifions among us; and we cannot 
without indignation refledf, that there fhould be any fo mali¬ 
cious, as to infinu'ate that the cluirch of England, as by law 
Ellablilhed, is, or ever can be in danger, for want of your Ma- 
jefiy's care and zeal to fupport and maintain it. Your Majclly’s 
exemplary piety, your Ready adherence to the church of Eng¬ 
land, leave no room to doubt, but that thefe fuggeftions proceed 
from your Majc'fty’s and the kingdom’s enemies, who, to cover 
their own dif.ifledlion to the prefent eflablilhment and admini- 
flratjon, tndeavotir to dillra«Sl your lubjcdls with unreafonable 
and grourKllefsjlidrulls and jcalnulics. • 

Your M.ijcHy may be allured, that your Commons will zea- 
louily concur in ev».ry thing that may tend to difeourage and 
punilh fuch incendiaries, and todifappoint your enemies, both 
at home and abroad. 


Hci 
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Her MajeJIy*s Anf-Mer^ November 1705. 
Gentlemen, 

T TAKE very kindly the confidence you exprefs in my cetc 
**■ of the public, and your concern for the occafion 1 have 
had to complain. 

I return you my hearty thanks for the aflTurances of your fup- 
port and alliltance, wliich, by God’s blclling, 1 lhall always 
endeavour to improve for the advantage and happinefs of my 
people. 


Her Majejlfs mrjl gracious S[seech, November 27, 1705* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TTAVING newly received letters from the King of Spain^. 

and the Earl of Peterborough, which contain a very par¬ 
ticular account of our great and happy OiccefTes in Catalonia, 
and flicwing, at the fame time, the rt'afonablenefs of their be¬ 
ing immediately fupported, I look qpon this to be a matter of 
fo much confequence in itfclf, and fo agreeable to you, that I 
have ordered a copy or the King of Spain’s letter to myfelf, a 
letter from the junta of the military arm of Catalonia, and an¬ 
other letter from the city of Vich, and alfu an extra(£t of the 
Earl of Peterborough’s letter to me, to be coinmunicated to 
both Houfes of Parliament. 1 recommend the conlidcration 
of them to you, Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, very 
particularly, as the fpeediefl way to reflore the monarchy of 
Spain to the Houfe of Auflria; and therefore I ail'ure myfelf,' 
you will enable me to profeente the advantages we have gained 
in the moll effcdlual manner, and to improve the opportunity, 
which God Almighty is.pleafed to afford us, of putting a prof- 
perous end to the prefent war. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1 muft not lofe this occafion of defiring you to give as much 
difpatch to the matters before you, as the nature of them will 
allow 4 that fo our preparations for next year may be early; 
which cannot fail of being of great advantage to us. 


Addrefs to her Afajcjly by both Houfes of Parllamenty 
November 27, 17OS’ 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeAs, the 
’ Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in^ Par¬ 
liament affemblcd, being jufilv alarmed by the many artifices, 
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which the emifTaries of France have put in praflice this lafl: 
year, in order to raife jealoulies, and create mifundcrltandings, 
amongft the allies engaged in thi$ necellary war, for the fupport 
of; he liberties of Kiirope; and being apprehenlivc, left fuch 
malicious inlinuations, if they fhould pafs unobferved, might in 
time fo tar take place, as to abate the 1 pirit and llackcn the z6al 
of the confcdera..y ; do mort humbly bcfecch your Majefty, to 
,ufe all jjoflible endeavours to preferve a good correfpondence 
amongft all the confederates, and, in a molt particular manner, 
to maintain and cultivate a llri£l fricndfliip with the States Ge¬ 
neral of the United ProvitKCs: and wc molt humbly intreat 
your iVIajelly, that, as, in your own way of adting, you have 
fet before your allies a great and noble example; fo you would 
be gracioully idcau'c!, by all othei proper means, to excite the 
whole cortedcracy to make early and cfFedtual preparations, 
and to exert their utmoft vigour in the profccution ot the war 
againlt Frarn^p. 


Hct Majejly S'Anfwer^ November 1705. 

My Lords and Gtntlemen, 

■^OUR joining in this addrefs is a very particular fatisfadtion 
to me. 

The opinion of both Houfesof Parliament will always be of 
the greateft weight with me. 

I lhall readily comply with your defire; and I makepoquef- 
lion, but it will meet with a juft regard from all our allies. 


Her moji graclom Spccchf December 21, 1705. 

My Lords and Cientlemcn, 

unanimity of your proceedings in this Parliament has 
already had fq good an elFedl all over Europe, that 1 can- 
pot but lake notice of it to you with great fatisfadlion. 

The good difpofition you have (hewn, in doing your part fo 
fully tovtards an union with Scotland, isalfo very acceptable to 
me; and I hope it will prove for the advantage and quiet of 
both kingdoms. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I mull not omit to take this occafion of returning you my 
liearty thanks for the great difpatch of this fcafonable fupply, 
lyhich you have given me. I look upon it as a fiire pledge, 
fhat the fame %eal and aifediiun fur my fervicc, and (he good ef 
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ihe kingdom, will cftrry you through all the neceflary parts of 
she public bufinefs in this feflion. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

In cafe you now think of fome recefs, as is ufual at this fca- 
fon, I make no doubt, you will afterwards return with the fame 
gooddifpofition to give all poflible difpatch to the public affairs 
Hill depending, and bring this felfion of Parliament to a happy 
cone lu lion. 


Addrefs to her Mnjejiy by the Houfe of Commonsy Feb, i6, 1706. 

May it plcafe your moll excellent Majefty, 

your Majefty"s moft loyal dutiful and fubjc^ls, the 
Commons of England, In Parliament ail'cmbled, humbly 
take leave to reprefent to your Majefty, that the confervation 
and encouragement of the filhery and trade of Newfoundland 
is of the greatert importance and advantage to this kingdom. 

That the encroachments of the French, the accidents of the 
war, and the uncertainty of convoys, have very much impaired 
this filhery \ for the reltoring whereof to its former condition 
nothing can more contribute, as w’c humbly conceive, than a 
certain and fcafonable departure of the convoys to and from 
ISewfountlland, v/iih proteitloiis forthefeamen and fifhermen 
employed :n that trade; which is thebeft nurfery of fcamen for 
this kingdom, and is fo likcw'^ife to the French, whofe naval 
force Is much increafed thereby. 

We do therefore moft humbly recommend to yoiir Majefty 
this fo beneficial trade; and pray, that, for the better carrying 
on and fccurity thereof, your Majefty would be gracioufly 
pleafed to give the necclfary orders, that timely convoys of good 
llrength, be appointed yearly for this trade, as well for the 
merchant fliips going to Portugal for fait, as for the fiftiing 
Ihips failing from the South and North Channel, as likewile 
for the fack Ihips; which convoys, when arrived at Newfound¬ 
land, may cruize upon that coaft, and protefl: the fevcral har¬ 
bours from the enemy, and return, as early as may be, with 
the fiftiing ftiips from thence; and that your Majefty would 
give fuch turther diredlions for the prefervation of this filhery, 
as to your Majefty in your great wifdom, and provident care • 
of your gpod fubjeds trading to Newfoundland, fhall feem 
meet. 
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Her Mnjejiy's fnoj} gracious Speech^ February i6, 1706. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T CANNOT but take this occafion to return you my hearty 

thanks for the great care and concern you have Ihewn, to 
promote every tiling in this fellion, that may tend to the public 
good. 

Gentlemen of the lloufc of Commons, 

I muft thank you, in particular^ for your having fo fully 
complied with your airiirances to me at the opening ot this Par¬ 
liament, that you would give all polliblc difpatch to the public 
fupplics. 1 here is fcarce any inibmee to he given, where fo 
great, and, I hope, clfeAual fupplics have been pcrfecled in fo 
Ihort a time. 

I look up#u this to proceed not only from your great zeal for 
the public ftrvicc, btic fioin a juft imp.- (lion upon your <nvn 
minds, that there is a n*cceftity ot making extiaordinary efforts 
to fupport and cncourage«our allies, and to be early in endca- 
Vouripg to difappoint the dt-ligns of our enemies. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It will be convenient to make a recefs in fome fhort time; I 
tiopc, therefore, you will continue to give all neceflary difpatch 
to what may yet remain uuhniihed of the public bufinefs before 
you. 


Joint Addrefs by both Houfes to her A'TajeJiyy Alarch U, 1706. 

WE. your Majefty’s moft dutiful and obedient fiibje<fts, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in Par¬ 
liament alVemblcd, beg leave to acquaint your Majcfty, that, 
having taken into our ferious confideration a printed pamphlet, 
intitled, A Letter from Sir Rowland Gwynne to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Stamford, we came to the following 
refolution: “ That the faid pamphlet is a fcandalous, falfe, 
and malicious libel, tending to create a raifunderftanding be¬ 
tween your Majetty and the Princefs Sophia, and highly re- 
fleifing upon your Majefty, upon the Princefs Sophia, and 
upon the proceedings of both Houfes of Parliament.” 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

This feditioiis libel having been of late with great induftry 
difperfed among ydur fubjefls, we humbly befcech your Ma¬ 
jefty to give fttic^ orders for the difeovery of the ^uthor, printer, 

and 
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and publiOiers thereof, to the end they may be brought to con¬ 
dign punithmcnt, according to the iitmoit'rigour of the law; 
and we pray your Majcily to ufe all nuans, which (hall feem 
proper to your royal wifdom, for preveming fuch infolent and 
dangerous attempts for the future. 


Her Majcjlys Anf 'X'er^ March 13, 1706. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

■^Ol'HING can be mare acceptable to me, than fo feafon. 

able an indaiice of your concern to prererve a good under- 
ftandirjg between me and the Princefs Sophia, and of your 
care to (If lea ilie artifices of deligning and malicious men. 

I .un fully Icnfibleof the very ill deligns of the paper, which 
you have fo juflly cenfured; and I will not f.ul to give the fte- 
ceiiary directions for complying, in the moil: etfei^al manner^ 
with all you defire in your addrefs. 


Her Afah'fly's moj} gracious Speech f Dciemhcr 3, 1706* 

M’y Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HOPE we are all met together at this lime with hearts truly 
thankful to Almiglitv God lor the glorious fuccelfes with 
■which he has blellcd our arms, and thole of our allies, through 
the whole courfe of this year; and with I'erious and Heady refo- 
lutions to profccutc the advantages wc have gained, till wc 
reap the defired fruit of them, in an honourable and durable 
peace. 

The goodnefs of God has brought this happy profpefl fo- 
much nearer to us, that, if we be not wanting to ourlelvcs, 
we may, upon good grounds, hope to fee’ fuch a balance of 
power eftablidied in Europe, that it (liall no longer be at the 
pleafure of one prince to diltuib the repofe, and endanger the 
liberties, of this part of the world. 

A juft confiderriiion of the prefent pofturc of affairs, of the 
circumftances of our enemies, and the good difpolition of our 
allies, mu(t needs excite an uncommon zeal, and animate us 
to exert our utmoft endeavours, at this critical conjun6liire* 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

As I am fnlly perfuaded you are all of this mind, fo I muft 
earneftly defire you to grant me fupplies fuificient ior carrying 
on the war next year in fo effeilual a manner, that we may be 
able to improve every where the advantages of this fuccefsful 

campaign; 
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ampaign; and, I aflTure yoi],^ I fliall make it my bufinefs to 
cc-all you give applied totliofe ends with the greateft care and 
.nanagenient. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

In purfuance of the powers vefted in me by a£t of Parfia- 
ment, both in England and Scotland, I have appointed com- 
rniilioners to treat of an union between the two kingdoms; and 
though this be a work of fuch a nature, as could not but be 
attended with great diiliciihiej-, yet fuch has been the applica¬ 
tion of tlie comiv.iiii(.iierj>, that they, have corieludtd a treaty, 
w-hich is at this linv oeforc the Parliament of Scotland ; and I 
hope, tlic niuto.il ..dvantages oi an entire union of the two 
kingdoms will be found fo apjiaiti.t, tliai it will not be long 
before I ihall have an opportiinity of acquainting you with the 
fuccefs wi'.ich it has met with ilicie. 

Your nuyingat this lime being later than ufual, I cannot 
conclude without carnclHy rccommemling to you togive as much 
difpatch to the public afl’airs as the pature ot tlicm will admit; 
It being of the grcatefl: cocTcqucncc, that botl) our friends, and 
otir enemies, Ihotild be lolly cojivinccd of your lirmnefs, and 
the vigour of your proceedings. 


Jlddrefshy the Houfe Commons to her Majcjly^ December 1706, 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moll dutiful and loyal fiibje^s, the 
Commons, in Parliament aHenihlcd, rctjirn your Ma- 
jelly our humble thatiks for your moll gracious fpcech from the 
throne. 

And, with all thankfulncfs to Almighty God, we congra¬ 
tulate your Majedy upon the fignal vidory obtained by your 
arms, and thofe of your allies, under the command of the Duke 
of Marlborough, at Ramillies; a viiloiy* fo glorious and great 
in its confetpiences, and attended with fuch continuedfuccclfcs, 
through the whole courfe of this year, that no age can equal. 

And as your Majefty’s allies have Ihew'ed their lirmnefs, and 
good difpofition, to carry on the war with vigour, fo the Com-i 
mons of England are determined, that no fpecious pretences of 
peace (hall divert them from their ftcady refolutions of enabling 
your Majcfty to improve, in all places, the advantages of this 
fucccfsful campaign. 

The experience your Commons have h.id, of the prudent ad- 
ininiftration, and the great care and management in the appli¬ 
cation of the public aids, encourage us to alfure your Majefty, 

that 



( 4lJ ) 

that we will cheerfully give fuoh fpeedy and efPcaw?.! fupplles, 
as, by the continuance of (iod’s blclling upon yuiii Majefty’s 
arms, may cflablUh the balance ot power in liurop?, by a fafe, 
honourable, anti lading peace. 

We beg leave likewife to return your Majefty our Itcarty 
thafiks, for yoi:r promoting the union lxt\\ ixt England and 
Scotland; whereby your Majefty flietvjiyour great concern and 
tendernefs, not only for the prefent, but the future happinefs of 
both kingdoms. 


Her Aiijv.'cr^ December 6, iyo6. 

Gentlemen, 

T THANK you heartily for this addrefs, and the aftiirances 
of giving me effedlual fupplies to carry on th>e war, and to 
obtain a fafe and honourable peace. 

I am glad to find you arc fo wtU fatisfi-.d w'i«h the appli* 
cation of the public money. ^ 

As to the matter of the union with Scotland, fo in all other 
things, I fhall ftill be delirous to promi)ie the prefent and future 
happinefs of my people. 


Her Majejlys moji gracious Speech, December 2i, 1706, 

My Lord:’ and Gentlemen, 

T AM glad of this occafion to repeat to you my great fatisfac- 
tion in your fevcral addrelles, prefented to me in the be¬ 
ginning of this feffion. 

The zeal and affedion, which you cxprcfTcd in them for mys 
fervice, and the common caufe of Europe, cannot fail of being 
a great encouragement to all our allies. 

The particular notice, w'hich you have taken of the eminent 
fcrvices of the Duke of Marlborough, is alfo very agreeable 
to me; and 1 make no queftion, but it will be fo to the whole 
kingdom. 

.Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

1 am to thank you, in a very particular manner, for the moret 
than iifual difpatch of the bills of fupply, with which you have 
now prefented me. 

This will enable me to put all our neceflary preparations for 
next year into a great forwardnefs, and muft needs have a very 
good effeil, for improvingthe advantages of the laft: campaign. 

My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I fuppofe, you will think it convenient to make fomc fTiort 
recefs during the holidays. 

The zeal and unanimity you have already flicwn, are a fuf- 
ficient aflTuranceto me, that you will all return in the fame gpod 
temper and dilpoUtiuii, to difpatch what remains of the public 
bufmefs. 


Addrefs to her MajeJly by the Houfc of ComKions, fan* *7, 1707* 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
’ ’ Commons of England, in Parliament aflembled, taking 
into our confidcration the many eminent fervices of John, Duke 
of Marlborough, whereby the glory of your Majefty’s govern¬ 
ment, the Ijonour and fafely of your kingdoms, and the intereft 
of the comnion caufc, have been fo highly advanced, do, with 
all fubmiflion, addrefs Ourfeivcs to .your Majefty’s moft facred 
perfon, humbly to defircj that, as your Majefty is, at yourex- 
penfe, gracioufly pleafed to cre6l the houfe of Blenheim, as a 
monument of his glorious aftions, and the Houfe of Peers, by 
your Majefty’s permillion, have given rife to a law for conti¬ 
nuing his honours to his poftcrity, wc, your Majefty’s obedient 
Commons, may be permitted to exprefs our fenfe of fo diftin- 
guiftiing a merit, and our ready difpoiition to enable your Ma^ 
jefty to make fomc* provifion for the more honourable fupport 
of his dignity in his poftcrity, in fuch manner as ftiall be moft 
agreeable to your Majefty. 

Thus the gratitude of the whole kingdom will remain upon 
record to after-ages, and encourage others to follow his great 
example. 


Her Majefys Anfwer, January 9, 1707. 
Gentlemen, 

T AM vety glad you have fo juft a fenfe of the repeated fervices 
of the Duke of Marlborough. I will confidcr of you* ad¬ 
drefs, and return an anfwcr very fpeedily. 


Mfifage 
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MeJJage from her Majcjlyy January g, 1707. 

Anne R. 

tjER Majefty, in confideration of the great and eminent fer- 
, vices performed by the Lord Marlborough, in the firft year 
of her reign, as well by his prudent negotiations, as her pleni¬ 
potentiary at the Hague, as by his valour and goodcondufl: in 
the command of the confederate armies abroad, thought fit to 
grant to him, and the heirs male of his body, the title of a 
])ukeof this realm; and, as a farther mark of her favour, and 
fatisfadion with his ftrvices, and for the better fupport of his 
dignity, her Majefty granted to the faid Duke, and the heirs 
male of his body, during her life, a penfion of 5000/. per an¬ 
num, out of the revenue of the Poft-Office: and an a<ft having 
pafted this feffions, for fettling the honours and dignities of the 
Duke of Marlborough upon his pofterity, and annexing the 
honour and manor of Woodftock, and houfe of l^fenhcim, td 
go along with the faid honours, it woukl be very agreeable to 
her Majefty, if the penfion ftf 5000/. per annum be continued, 
and limited, by a£t of Parliament, to iiis pofterity, for the more 
honourable fupport of their dignities, in like manner, as his 
honours, and the honour and manor of Wotxlftock, and houfe 
of Blenheim, are already limited, and fettled. 

KenJingtoUi January ^zg^y 


Her Majejifs moft gracious Speech^ January 28, 1707. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TJAVING acquainted you, at the opening of this feffion, 
^ that the treaty for an union between England and Scotland, 
which had been concluded here by the commi(lionets appointed 
for that purpofe, in purfuance of the powers given by the Par¬ 
liaments of both kingdoms, was then under the confideration 
of (he Parliament of Scotland, I can now, with great fatis- 
fa£lbn, inform you, that the faid treaty has been ratified by 
aft qf Parliament in Scotland, with fome alterations and 
additions. 

I have direfted the treaty, agreed to by the commiftioners of 
both kingdoms, and alfo the aft of ratification from Scotland, 
to belaid before you; and, I hope it will meet with yourcon-^ 
currence and approbation. 


. Gen- 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

It being agreed by this treaty, that Scotland is to have an 
equivalent for what that kingdom Is obliged to contribute to¬ 
wards paying the debts of England, I muft recommend to you, 
that in cafe you agree to the treaty, you will take care to pro¬ 
vide for the payment of the equivalent to Scotland accord¬ 
ingly. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You have now an opportunity before you, of putting the laft 
hand to a happy union of the two kingdoms; which, 1 hope, 
will be a lading blelTing to the whole illand, a great addition 
to its wealth and power, and a firm fecurity to the protefiant 
relimon. 

The advantages, which will accrue to us all from an union, 
are fo apparent, that I will add no more, but that I lhall look 
upon it as«'i particular happinefs, if this great work, which 
has been fo often attempted without fuccefs, can be brought 
to perfedion in my reign. * 


Her MaJeJIys mojl gracious fpeccb, March 1 707 * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is with the greateft fatisfadion, that I have given my af- 
fent to a bill for uniting England and Scotland into one 
kingdom. 

I confidcr this union as a matter of the greateft importance 
to the wealth, ftrength, and fafety of the whole illand, and at 
the fame time, as a work of fo much difficulty and nicety in its 
own nature, that, till now, all attempts, which have been 
made towanls it in the courfc of above a hundred years, have 
proved ineffeflual; and therefore, I make no doubt, but it will 
be remembered and fpoke of hereafter to the honour of thofe 
who have been inftrumental in bringing it to fuch a hja«t)py 
conclufion. 

defire and expefl, from all my fubjeds of both nations, 
that from henceforth tliey ad with all poffible refped and 
kindnefs to one another; that fo it may appear to all the wrrld, 
they have hearts difpofed to become one people, ‘ 

This will be a great plcafure to me, and will make us all 
quickly fenfiblc of the good cfFcd of this union. 

And I cannot but look upon it as a peculiar happinefs, that 
in my reign fo full a provifion is made for the peace and quiet 
of my people, and for the fccuiity ot our religion, by fo firm 

an 
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an eftablifliment of the proteftant fuccelTion throughout Great 
Britain. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I take this occafion to remind you of making effei^ual provi« 
fion for the payment of the equivalent to Scotland, within the 
time' appointed by this ; and 1 am perfuaded, you will 
ihew as much rcadinefs in this particular, as you have done in 
all the other parts of this great work. 

My Lords and Gentlmen, 

The feafon of the year being now pretty far advanced, I 
hope you will continue the fame zeal, which has appeared 
throughout this fcllion, in difpatching what yet remains unti> 
niflied of the public bulinefs before you. 


Joint Addrefs to the ^een^ March 8, 170*/. 


WE. your Majefty’s mol\ dutiful fubje<£ls, the Lords fpIrU 
tual and temporal, and Commops, in Parliament ail'em- 
bled, return our moil humble thanks to your Majeily, for your 
gracious approbation of the (hare we had in bringing the treaty 
of an union between your two kingdoms of England and Scot¬ 
land to a happy concluiion; a work, that, after To many fruit- 
lefs endeavours, Teems defigned by Providence to add new luilre 
to the glories of your Majefty’s reign. The fuccefs of your 
arms having fecured us from all attempts from abroad, and the 
care your Majefly has taken of the firm eflabliiliment of the 
proteilant fucccilion, having given a great and lading fccurity 
to our religion, as in the church of England by law eflablifhed; 
we beg leave humbly to aflure your Majefly, that our endeavours 
lhall never be wanting to fupport your government at home, 
and fo to eflablifh the peace of this ifland, that nodifpute may 
reipain among us, but how to acknowledge, in the moil dutiful 
maimer, the aufpicious conduit of fo great and fo renowned 
a QjSeen, 


'c ———. 

' Her Majejif s Anfwcr^ March 12^ 1707. 

Lords and Gentlemen, 


T glad to find your opinion fo perfeftly agrees with mine 
concerning this union. You cannot do me more acceptable 
fervice, than by ufing your utmofl endeavours to improve all 
the good confequences of it. 


Vot. 1. 
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Her Majcjly's mojl gracious Speechj A^ril 14, 1707. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1 WAS willing to give you an opportunity of coming toge¬ 
ther again, to conlidcr, if any thing can properly be d(>ne, 
to prevent the inconveniencies that may happen to our trade by 
too'great an interval between the riling of the Parliament and 
the firft of May ; and I. need not add, that whatever is to be 
done of that kind, will require to be difpatehed in a little time. 


Her MajiJiy s mojl gracious Speech^ Kovember ic, I707. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IT is with all humble thankfulnefs to Almighty God, and 
with entire faiisfaclion to myfelf, that I meet you here in 
this firft I*atliament of Great Britain ; not doubting but you 
come with hearts prcjpred, as mine is, to make this union fo 
profperous, as may aiifwcr the wdl-groiinded hopes of all my 
good fubjciSls, and the rcafonablc apprehenlions of our enemies. 

To this end noti.ing is fo immediately material, as to con¬ 
vince, as foon as is polllblc, both our friends, and our enemies, 
that the uniting oiir interefts has not only improved our abili¬ 
ties, but our r<-folutions a!fo, to profecute this juft and necelTary 
war, till we obtain a fafe and honourable peace for ourfelvcs, 
and for our allies. 

In fo great and extenfive a war as this is, many things may 
be ufcfully undertaken, which arc not fit to be communicated 
beforC'hand. The attempt upon Toulon was of this nature; 
and, though it had not wholly its dcfircd efte<Sl, has neverthe- 
lefs been attended with many great and obvious advantages to 
the common caufe in this year, and has made our way more 
cafy, I hope, to greater in the next. 

As the French have gained ground upon us in Spain, fo {hey 
have been wholly driven out of Italy ; by which it is beiiomc 
more eafy for all the allies to join their aliiftance next )‘ear, 
for enabling the King of Spain to recover his aifairs iriftlnt 
kingdom, and to reduce the whole Spanifti monarchy ^o.Ais 
obedience. [ .1 

The weaknefs and ill pofture of affairs upon the Rh»n ?, in 
the beginning of the year, has given an opportunity tci the 
French to make ihemfelves ftronger in all other parts; but 
this defcift feems in a very promifmg way of being fully reme-» 
died, againft; next campaign, by the condud and authority of 
the eleclor of Hanover, whofe feafonable acceptance of that 

command 
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oommand has ftrengthcned, and obliged, the viiole confe¬ 
deracy. ' • 

Gentlemen of the Honfo of Commons, 

The juft application of the iMpplies given pie by former 
Parliaments, the plain neceftity of coiiiimiing this war, the 
rcafo'nable profped of putting a good end to it, if we be not 
wanting to ourfelves, and the honour of the firft Pailiament 
of Great Britain, are, I make no doubt, fufficlcnt arguments 
to incite you to provide the neceftary fupplies, which 1 am 
obliged todefire of you for the enfuing campaign in all parts, 
and particularly for the timsly fupport of the King of Spain, 
and the making good our treaty with Portugal, as alfo for 
ftrcngiheniug the confederate army under the command of the 
Duke of Savoy; all which fcrvices I do not doubt but you 
will think fo neceflary, that they ought not to be neglefted, 
even though they Ihotiid require an augmentation. 

The funis already expended in this war have beenjs^ery great; 
and llicy are fufficient proofs how well fatisfied my fubjefls 
have always been with the e^ids of my government, of which 
I am fo fenflble, as never to alk any fwppHes from them, but 
what are abfolutely necclfary for the prefervation of their reli¬ 
gion aiid liberty; and I look upon it as my great happtnefs, 
that I have not the leaft intcreft feparate from that of all tny 
good fiibjeils. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

In a work fo great, and new in its kind, as that of the 
union, it is impofliible but that feme doubts and difficulties muft 
have aiifen ; which, however, I hope, are fo far overcome, as 
to have defeated the defigns of thofe who would have made ufb 
of that handle to foment difturbances. 

There are feveral matters exprefsly made liable, by the arti¬ 
cles of the union, to the conftdecation of the Parliament of 
Gi^t Britain ; which, together with fuch others as may rea- 
fon^Iy produce thofe advantages, that, with due care muft cer¬ 
tains arife from that treaty, I earncftly recommend to your 
ferio'is .conflderation. 

• PU my part nothing (hall be wanting to procure to my peo¬ 
ple Vll the bleflings which can follow from this happy circum- 
ilancj; jof my reign, and to extinguifti, by all proper means, 
the I^ 5 ft occaftons of jealoufy, that either the civil, or religious 
rights of any part of this my united kingdom can fufFer by the 
confcquences of this union. 

Such a fuggeftion fliall never in my time have any founda- • 
tion, how reftlefs foever our enemies may be in their endea- 
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vo'jrs, and artifices, to diilurb our peace and happinefs: thofc 
great and valuable bleffings cannot but be always fecarc to us, 
it we heartily endeavour to confirm, and improve, our prefcnt 
union. I hope, therefore, you will fuffer nothing to prevail 
with you to difunite among yourfelvcs, or abate your zeal in 
oppofing the common enemy. 


Addrtjs hy the Houfe of Commonsj November 11, 1707. 

Mod Gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 

’ Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aflembled, 
do, with all thankfulnefs and humility, acknowledge the divine 
goodnefs in making your Majefty the glorious inftrument of 
uniting your two kingdoms. 

And we fhall never be fo wanting in oiir duty to your Ma- 
jefty, and the trull repofed in us by thofc we reprefent, as 
^not to embrace all Qccalions of confirming, and improving, 
the advantages of tins happy unioln. 

As this cannot fail to'flrengtlicn your Majefty’s government 
at home, and anfwer the well-grounded hopes of all your good 
fubje£ls, to your faithful Commons are refolvcd to exert the 
united ftrength of this ifland in fin.h a manner as fliall make it 
a terror to your enemies. 

The eleftor of Hanover being at the head of the army on 
the Rhine, gives us the greatcfl hopes of fuccefs on that fule, 
from his conduit and authority. 

And though your Majclly’s great and wife defigns for the 
advantage ot this nation, and the good of the common caufc, 
have not had all the delired cfFcils in laft campaign, yet we 
beg leave to allure your Majefty, that no difappointments'ftiall 
difeourage us from making our utmoll efforts to enable your 
Majefty, in conjunilion with your allies, to reduce the whole 
Spauifh monarchy to the obedience of the King nf Spaitvf to 
make good the treaty with Portugal, and to ftrcngth^ the 
confederate army under the command of the Duke of S;»/oy. 

Your Majefty has fhewn, throughout the whole coiuffe ot 
your reign, that you have no intereft feparate from that o\ v^Air 
people ; who have been fo fenfible of the many bleflin/jiY^ihcv 
have enjoyed under your a'^miuiftration, as never to bet’^nt- 
ing on all occafions to exprefs their gratitude to the bibl of 
Qiieens. 

And we, your united Commons of this Parliament, do 
faithfully promife your Majefty, that we will proceed upon 
public bufinefs with unanimity and difpatch, and give fuch 
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effcAual fuppllcs, as may carry on the war with vigour, amf, 
^ the bleiling of God upon your Majefty*s arms, obtain on 
honourable and lading peace. 


Her Maje^fs Anfwer, November 13, 1707. 
Gentlemen, 

T THANK you very kindly for this addrefs. The defires 
you exprtfs, of taking all occaliuns to improve the advan* 
tages of our happy union, %j'e extremely agreeable to me. 

As you cannot give me a more fcnfible proof of your loyalty 
and affedion to me, and my government, than by your afl'u- 
ranees of fnpporting me effedually in a vigorous profecution 
of the war, i'o I make no doubt, but that thefe alfuranccs will 
have their due weight abroad, and be of the grealcft advantage 
imaginable to the common caufe. 


Her Majefts mojlgracious Speech^^December 18, 1707 ’ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM very well pleafed with the occafion of my coming hither 
at this time, and defirous to take this opportunity of ex» 
prefling to you the fatisfadion I have in feeing fo good a pro- 
grefs made in the public bufincfs. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I am extremely fenlible of the r adinefs and afFcdion with 
which you have provided fo conflderablc a part of the fupplies. 

As I am fully perfuaded, it mull needs give the greatell 
fatisfadion to all our allies, fo I look upon it as a fure pledge 
of your being difpofed to make good ihofe hearty alfurances, 
which you gave me in the beginning of the fellion. 

' I told you at the opening of this Parliament, that I did 
honj, you would look upon the fervices relating to Spain, Per- 
tu[^], and the army under the command of the Duke of Sa¬ 
voy* to be of fo much importance in the profccinion of this 
♦ ari^that they might deferve an augmentation ; which I can- 
no'but think will be of the greateft ufc to the common caufc, 
botr^lvith regard to thofe particular fervIces, and to the putting 
puj^elves in a condition to'improve fucb favourable opportuni¬ 
ties as may arife in the enfuing year. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I (hall only add, that, as nothing .is more eflenii j 1 to my own 
quiet, and the happinefs of all my good fubjeds, than, the 

K e 3 bringing 
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bringing this war to a fafc and honourable concliifion ; fo I 
muil think myfelf obliged to look upon all thofe who are wil¬ 
ling and dcfirous to fupport me in it, for attaining that end, as 
the mod proper objects of my favour and encouragement. 

I cannot conclude, without once more recommending t&you 
to confirm, and improve, the advantages of our happy union, 
not doubling, but at the fame time you will have a due regard 
to what (hall be found neceflary for preferving the public 
peace throughout the whole illand of Great Britain. 


*jQint Addrefs by both Houfesy December 

your Majedy’s mod dutiful and obedient fubje£ls, the 
Lords fpiriiual and temporal, and Commons, in Parlia¬ 
ment aH’cmblrd, having been always fully perfuaded, that no¬ 
thing could redore a jud balance of power in Europe, but the 
reducing the whole Spanifli monarchy to the obedience of the 
houfe of Audria; and having fecn fcveral great parts of that 
monarchy, by the blcfllng of God upon the victorious arms of 
your Majcdy, and your allies, already in the polfeifion of that 
Houfe, do think it not only feafonable, but necelfary, at this 
jundlure, humbly to offer this our unanimous opinion to your 
Majedy, that no peace can be honourable, or fafe for your 
Majedy, or your allies, if Spain, the Wed ladies, or any part 
of the Spaniih monarchy, be ludercd to remain under the power 
of the houfe of Bourbon. 

When w'e confider what efforts this kingdom has continued 
to make from the beginning i)f the war, we cannot but think, 
a much greater imprellion might have been made upon the 
enemy before this time, if fome of your allies, who feem 
principally concerned, and have reaped the mod immediate 
Advantage, had feconded your Majedy with like vigour, where¬ 
by France might have been equally prcflhd on all fidcs. 

We are obliged to return our humble thanks to your t/Ta- 
jedy for the Care you have taken, and the indances you Ifave 
ufed w’ith his Imperial Majedy, for fending a con fide-iblc 
force to the relief of Spain, under the command of I?ri*‘.C’e 
Eugene, as being certainly the mod likely method to ^e^ifore 
the affairs of the confederacy in that country. 

But the frequent difappointments we have obferved on '‘he 
part of the emperor and empire, to the great prejudice of the 
common caufe, makes us think it our duty, in order that th 
War may be brpught to a fpeedy and happy conclufion, to be 
feech your Majedy to make the mod prefling indances to the 
emperor, that he would, with all expedition, fend powerful 

. . fuccours 
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fuccours to his brother, the King of Spain, under the condu£l* 
of that great and fuccefsful general ; that he woiild timely and 
cfFedually make good what has been concerted Jor 1 is putting 
twenty thonfand men under the command of the Duke of Sa- 
Vf)y ; and would alfo make ufe of his utmoil powxr and iftte- 
rclt'for ftrengthening the army upon the Rhine, which is new 
happily put under the command of iliat wife and valiant prince, 
the elector of Hanover. 

Wo believe no’part of this can he refufed upon your Ma- 
jelly’s earneft interpolltion, who have fioiie fiieh great things 
for the hoiifc of Aultria; .and this bting ctmiplied with, we 
may reafonably hope, by Goil’s afli/tance, the next will prove 
a happy and glorimis cajnpaign. 


Her J\Inuf.y\ j^nfivpr, 'Jumary^y 1708 . 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM fully of your opinitm, that no*peace can be honour- 
able, or fafe, for us, or dur allies, till the entire monarchy 
of Spain be reliorcd to the houl'e Aultria; and very well 
pleafed to find, that the meafiires 1 have concerted, for the fuc- 
cour of the King of Spain, are fo well approved by both Houfes 
of Parliament. 

I lhall coniinuc my moft prelling iuftances with the empe¬ 
ror for the haftening of farther fuccours, a-nd that they may be 
commanded by Prince Eugene ; as alfo upon all the other par¬ 
ticulars mentioned in your addrefs. 


jiddrefs by the Houje of Commonsf February^ 24, 1708. 

May it pleal'e your moft excellent Majefty, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
’y Commons, in Parliament aifembled, having examined 
th/ complaints of feveral merchants againft Captain William 
Kvrr, late commander of a fquadron of your Majefty’s ftiips 
iof -var in the Weft Indies, do beg leave humbly to reprefent 
tcWiUir Majefty, that it hath been fully proved, that the trade 
to ybi* Weft Indies (fo beneficial to all your fubjects) has been 
greatly obftruded and prejudiced by the faid Captain William 
Jferr’s exadling fums of money from the merchants for con¬ 
voys. 

And we do alfo humbly reprefent to your Majefty, that the 
requiring or demanding of money for convoys is illegal, op- 
prellive to the merchants, and deftrudive to trade. 

^ E e 4 We 
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We therefore, yoUr Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Cora- 
monT^, humbly addrefs ourfelves to your Majefty, that yoii 
would be gracioufly pleafed not to employ the faid Captain 
William Kerr in yonr Majefty’s fervice for the future j and 
that jour Majefty will be pleafed to give orders, that he may 
be profccuted according to law. 


r 

Addrefs by the Hoiijc of Commonsy March 4, 1708. 

Tl^E, your Majefty’s moft faithfvl and obedient fubjeSs, the 
’ ^ Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aifembled, 
do beg leave to return our moft hearty thanks to your Majefty, 
far being gracioufly pleafed to communicate to your Parlia¬ 
ment the intelligence you have received, of an intended inva- 
fion of this kingdom oy the pretended Prince of Wales, fup- 
ported by a Ficnch power. We are fo fenfible of the hap- 
pineis we enjoy under your M tjefty, and are fo affefted with 
the dangerous confcqutnces of fneh an attempt, both to your 
perfun and governments^ that, with hearts full of concern for 
your Majeiiy’s fafety, we befeech your Majefty, that you will 
be pleafed to take particular care of your royal perfon; and 
we, on our parts, are fully and unanimoufly refolved to ftand 
by and allift your Majefty, with our lives and fortunes, in 
maintenance of your undoubted right and title to the crown 
of thefe realms, againll the pretended Prince of Wales, and 
all other ytnir enemies, both at home and abroad. 

The care your Majefty has taken for the defence of your 
dominions, and, particularly, in fitting out fo great a fleet in fo 
Ihort a time, give falisia^lion and encouragement to all your 
good fubjetfts, who are likewife very fcniible of the zeal the 
States General have Ibown upon this occaflon. 

As a further inftance of our duty, we humbly defire, that 
you will be pleafed to order, that the law's againlt papifts, s^.d 
non-jurois, be put in execution ; and that diredlions be gi'i^en 
to feizc and fccure fuch perfons, with their horfes, and ar('ns, 
ns your Majcily ihall have caufc to ftifpc£l are difafFe£te^ to 
your perfon and government. - ^ 

And as w'e doubt not, but, by the blefllng of God uprh 
cohtinuai.ee of your Majefty’s care, your enemies will tj^rpwt 
to confulion, fo wc readily embrace this opportunity to Lew 
to your Majefty, and the whole world, that no attemptsA‘'f 
this kind iliall deter us from fiipporting your Majefty in a 
♦vigorous profecution of the prefent war againft France, till the 
irjonwchy of Spaia be rellorcd to the houfc of Auftria, and 

) * your 
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your Majefty have the glory to complete the recovery rf the 
liberties of Europe. 


Her Majejlfs An/wer^ March 6, 1708. 

• • 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE fuch entire dependence on the providence of God, 

*■ and fo much truft in the faithful fervices of my good fub- 
that 1 hope this attempt will prove dangerous only to 
thofe who undertake it. 

I am extremely fenfibfe of your concern and affe^ion for 
me and my government, and ihall have a very particular re¬ 
gard to the advice you give me upon this occaflon. • ^ 

I am alfo very well plcafed with the juftice which you have 
done the States General, in taking notice of their timely care 
for our fafety, and their readinefs to give us all poflible 
affiftance. 

The firm refolution which you expiefs, upon all occafions, 
of fupporting me, in briAging this war to a fafe and llappf- 
conclufion, as it if mod elTentially obliging to me, fo, I alfure 
myfelf, it will mightily difliearten our common enemies, and 
give tiic greated encouragement and advantage to ail our allies. 


Her Majejiy^s moji gracious Speech, March ii, 1708. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

J THINK it neceffary to acquaint you, that I have received 
advices this morning from Odend, that the French fleet 
failed from Dunkirk, Tuefday, at three in the mornin^t 
northward, with the pretender on board; as alfo, that Sir 
George Bing had notice of it the fame day, at ten ; and he 
'being very much fuperior to the enemy, both in number and 
iVength, I make no quedion, but, by God’s blelfing, he will 
foon be able to give a good account of them. 

1 have alfo advice, that ten battalions of my troops Vrere 
^embarked at Odend, ready to fail with their convoy, as there 
iha'l be occafion ; and 1 Ihall continue to take all proper oust* 
for difappointing the enemy’s defigns. 


Addr^ 
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Addrefs to her Alajfjh; hytheHoufe of CommonI, March 12, 1708* 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament all'cmbled, 
humbly vvait on your Majefly to exprefs the great fenfe we 
haVe of your grace and favoiir in communicating to us, from 
the throne, the account of the French King’s perfifting to in¬ 
vade your dominifJiis, and to impofe a pretender upon thefi; 
realms, over which your Majelly is* rightful and lawful fove- 
reign. 

I'he fmall number of lliips and troops with which this 
projedt is profecuted, notwlthllanding the great naval force 
your Majcfty has fitted out with fo much expedition, as it 
ought to be regarded with contempt, on the one fide, fo, on 
the other, it^iv ’s us juft wHife to believe, that tlieir chief 
dependency is upon fomc of your fubjefts, whofe reftlcfs paf- 
fionSj. and arbitrary prfnciples, ha\e for fomc years engaged 
them in forming defigns^to undermine an«i deftroy the moft 
happy cftabliflinicnt that the government of this illand was 
ever founded upon. 

The defence of yotir Majefty’s perfon and government, and 
the fupport of the proteftant fuccellion, arc things fo facred to 
us, and your people, that, as a demonftration of our unfeign¬ 
ed zeal to aftilt and fupport your Majcfty to the utmoft of oUr 
pow'er, we do, in the name of the Commons of Great Britain, 
give this afl'urance, that whaifoever charge you lhall be at in 
augmenting your troops at hf>mc, and replacing thofc you have 
recalled from abroad, or for fuch other ferviccs as your Ma¬ 
jcfty fhall judge necefTary upon this extraordinary occafion, 
ihall be effedually made good ; and, as we humbly recom¬ 
mend it to yiHir Majcfty, that the fevereit punifhmcnts may he 
ififiidLed upon fuch as lhall aftift in fo unnatural a deftgn, a** 
that of betraying your Majefty, and their country ; fo we fco 
not doubt, but you will give fuiiable encouragement to all 
thofc, who fhall /hew their fidelity, in oppofing the invader, 
and his accomplices in Scotland, or wherever the defeent' 
fliall be. t f' 

Your Majcfty wants no incitement to a fteady profecu{ipn 
of the war in which you are engaged for the copimon canli j 
yet permit us to take this opportunity to intreat your Majeft^^ 
that this enterprize may no ways divert your conftant vigour ; 
that all the world may fee, that both your Majefty, and your, 
people, are determined to fupport your allies in all parts, what¬ 
ever attempts arc made at home. 

My 
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May it pleafe your Majefty, 

There can be nothing fo dangerous or fatal to the fafety of 
your royal perfon, and the fecunty of the prefent happy 
blilhment, as thofe perfons who endeavour to ertate divitions 
aifd animofuies among your iaithful fubjeds, or by any artful 
methods lelfen the juft eftcem your Maj'city has for thofe, who 
have eminently, and in fo diftinguiiliing a manner, comm^ded 
your armies, and managed your trcafiue, to the honour and 
g')ry of your Majefty abroad, and the entire faiistadion of 
y )ur people at home. V\;e iherclorc huinblv beg leave to bc- 
fjcch your Majefty to difcoiintcnancc all fiich perfons, and 
defigns, in the molt remarkable manner. 


Hi,r Mnjejif i Anjivery March 15, 1708. 

Gentlemen, m 

T GIVE you my hearty thanks for thitiyour repeated alTurancef 

and certain proof, of your zeal for me, and for the proteftant 
fucceftion. 

I am glad your thoughts of the war abroad fo perfedly agree 
with my firm refolution upon that fiibjedt. 

You may depend, that no apprehenlions (farther than arc 
reafonable) fliall have any influence on my meafores, while the 
caufc of religion and liberty, with the good affedions of my 
people, are on iny fide. 

I ‘hink all, who endeavour to make divifions among my 
faithful fiibjeds, miift be mine and the kij;f:(!om’s enemies; 
and I ftuil never countenance any perfons, who would go about 
to leil'cn the juii: efteeui v/hich I have for thof. who have done, 
and continue to do me the moft eminent fervices. 


« 

The Eord Chancellor's Speech, November 22, 1708* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TN purfiiancc of the authority given us by her Majefty’s com- 
^ million under the great feal (among other things) to declare 
the 'laufes of her Majefty’s calling this Parliament, 

ave, by her Majefty’s command, in the lirft place, to 
cjfcrve to you, th.!! the extraordinary length of this year’$ 
'Campaign iias obliged her Majefty to defer your meeting longer, 
ban otherwil’c (he would have dpne, that you might be in- 
ormed, with the greater certainty, of the ftate and pofture of 
I he war, in order to your refolutions for the enfuing year. 

Thts 



This neceflary delay hath now fo far ihewn us the fuccefs of 
affairs abroad, as that, whether you cdnfider the places ac¬ 
quired by the allies, or the farther and continued proofs given 
this laft year of their fuptrior courage and condii£t (which, as 
to the future part of the war, is equal to all other advantages) 
we may, witii thanks to God, and jiiAice to thofe he hath been 
pleafed to ufe as inftruments in this great work, conclude, 
that,) upon the whole, we are brought much nearer than we 
were the laft fc<l!on, to the end of our undertaking this war, 
the reducing the dangerous power of France, and fettling fuch 
a peace, as may fecure itfclf from being violated. 

‘ Her Majefty therefore commands us to aflure you, fhe hath 
not the IcaA doubt, but that this Parliament will be of the 
fame opinion with her laft, as to the vigorous profecution of 
the war, and the ends of it: believing it impoftible, the repre- 
fentative of the Britifti nation can endure to think of loflng the 
fruits of our £aft endeavours, and the great advantages we have 
gained, particularly in this prefent year, by fubmitting at laft 
to an infeciire peace. * , 

And therefore fince, probably, nofliing can hinder our fuc¬ 
cefs abroad for the time to come, but mifunderftandings among 
ourfelves at home, we have it in command to conjure you, by 
your duty to God, and to her Majefty, your zeal for the Pro- 
teftant religion, your love for your country, and the regard you 
cannot but have for the liberty of Europe in genera], to avoid 
all occaftonsof divifions; which are ever hurtful to the public, 
but will more efpecially be fo at this juniifture, when the eyes 
of all our neighbours arc upon you, with a very particular con¬ 
cern ; and your unanimity and good agreement will be the 
greateft fatisfadion and encouragement to all our allies. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

You cannot but be convinced, that the feveral* parts of the 
war, which were provided for by the laft Parliament, will re- 

a uire your fupport, at leaft, in the fame degree: but in Plan¬ 
ers, the nature of the war is much altered, by the great ad¬ 
vances made there towards entering into France ; which hath 
fo far .akarmed our enemies, that they are drawing more troops 
daily to that ftde fpr the defence or their own country:.and 
therefore her Majefty hopes you will have fo right a fenfe of our 
.prefent advantages, as to enable her Majefty to make a conri- 
derable augmentation for preferving and improving them 
v^hich, by the continuance of God’s blefling on our arms, mull 
'^on put a glorious period to this long and expenfive war. 

to the condition of the fleet, we have it in command 
*m her Majefty to acquaint you, that the conftant and remote 
2 fcrviccs, 
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ferviccs, in which the ihips^ave been employedi have made a 
greater fum, than ufual, requifitc, as well for the extraordinary 
repairs, as the building of new Oiips; and the taking of Port 
Mahon, as it hath afforded the means of having a part of the 
fleet operate with more readinefs and effedl on the enemy, or 
whertever ii may be ufeful to the common caufc in thofe parts, 
fo the making fuch provifions, at fo great a dilhnee, as will 
be proper for that lervice, muft of necelfity caulc fume extra¬ 
ordinary expenfes i all which her Majelty recommends to your 
ferious coMlideration ; delirirg you to provide timely and effec¬ 
tual fupplies for thofe ends, and likcwifc for the carrying on 
fuch futtiheations tor lh*e fecurity of our ports, and extin- 
guilhing the enemies hopes of profiting by dillurbances in 
Scotland, as you ihall think fit. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The union is efteemed by her Majeffy to be fo happy and 
great a part of thefuccelfes of her reign, and he# Majelty hath 
fo much at heart the confirming and jmproving it, that (he is 
pleafed to command us t« remind you of preparing fuch bills 
as fliall be thought conducing to thaPend ; and particularly, to 
make the laws of both parts of Great Britain agree, as near as 
may be, for the common iuterefl of both people, efpecially as, 
to thofe laws, which relate to criminal cafes and proceedings', 
and fettling the militia on the fame foot throughout the united 
kingdom, 

tier Majcfly is gracioufly pleafed, w« fhould alfo affurc you, 
that if you can propofe any means for the improvement of our 
trade or manufadures, or better employment of the poor, her' 
Majelly will take the grcatelt fatisfadiion in dialing Inch pro- 
vifions; there being nothing fhe fo earnefiiy defires, as that 
God will blcfs her with more and more opportunities of doing 
all poiTible good to fo wcll-deferving a people, fo firm and affec¬ 
tionate to her intercfls. 

And, as her Majelly does not doubt, by God^s blefling, and 
your good affedions, to continue to defeat the defigns of the 
Pretender, and his open and fecrct abettors; fo her Majefly 
will always endeavour, on her part, to make her people happy 
to fuch a degree, as that none (except of defperate fortunes) 
fhall enter into meafures, for the dilturbance of her govern* 
ment, the union, or the proteftant fuccellion, as by law efta- 
blilhed, without a<fling, at the fame time, manifeltly againft 
^ 'their own true and lalting intcrefl, as well as their duty. 


Addr^n 
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MdtiJJci by the Commons^ November 23/170 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majcfty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjcds, the 
Coiulnons, in Parliament alfembltd, take this firft op¬ 
portunity of cxpreirmg to your Majclly the deep fenfe wS hdve 
ot the great lofs your Majcfty and this kingdom have fuftained, 
ift the death of his Royal Highnefs Prince George of Denmark ■ 
whofe tender afFedion to your Majcfty, and love to our coun¬ 
try, had gained him the hearts of all your good fubjeds, and 
•will render his memory ever dear to ihem. 

^ We humbly befccch your Majcfty to moderate the grief, fo 
juftly due on this fad occalion, fincc it cannot be indupred 
without endangering the health of your royal perfon, on W'hofe 
fafety the happmefs of Great Britain, and the liberties of Eu¬ 
rope, do, under God, depend. 

Your faithful Commons think themfclvesobliged (more par¬ 
ticularly at this time) to aifurc your Majcfty of their inviola¬ 
ble fidelity to your perfon and government, and of their firm 
xefolution effedually to fupport your Majcfty aguinft all your 
enemies, both at home and abroad. 


Moft gracious Sovereign, 

Wh your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfcmbled, 
beg leave to congratulate the glorious fuccelfcs of this year, 
gained by the arms of your Majefty, and thofe of your allies. 

The great and fmgular advantages that have been fo wonder¬ 
fully obtained, fo vigoroufly profeented and improved, and 
upon all occahons fo happily acconipHlhcd, are repeated in- 
Itances, that no difticuhits arc infuperablc to votir great com¬ 
manders, and nr. force of the enemy able to obftruct the pro- 
pefs of y»ur vidorious arms; which gives us good grounds to 
hope for further luccefs before the conclulion of this long and 
active campaign. 

' Your Majefty’s good fubjeds, through the w hole courfe of 
this war, have moft cheerfully gi anted the neceflary fupplies 
for fupporting carrying it on with vigour, and have fceii fuch 
good fruits of thtir former zeal, that your Majefty may be af- 
s*.|n-ed, this Houfc will never be wanting in their duty to your 
Majefty, or the intereft of thofe they reprefent; but are deter¬ 
mined to give fuch fupplies as, by “the blefting of God, may 
be moft cftcdual lor rctliicing the power of the common ene- 
iny, and forcing him to .icceti I’aci. a pe.,ec as ;,our Majefty, 

' in 
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in conjun£Hon with your allies, Ihall think honourable and 
lading. 

The union is fo great a glory to your Majedy, and advan¬ 
tage to all your people, that vve Hull do every thing, on oiir 
part, to drengihcn and improve it; but, above all, it fliall be 
our utmod care to defend your Majedy’s facred perfon, to fup- 
port your undoubted title to the crown, to difa, point the hopes 
and dedgns of the Pretender, and all his open and fecret abet¬ 
tors, and to maintain the protedant fiiccclfion, as by law eda- 
blilhed. 

Rffed of her Affifys jinjzvcry November 25, 1708. 

T hat Ihe thanks you very kindly for this addrefs ; and that 
the concern which the Houfe has exprefied fer her afflic¬ 
tion, is very acceptable to her Majedy. 


Addrefs by both Hoifcs to the ^ncen^n December 23, 1708. 

your Majedy’s mod dulififl and loyal fubjc£ls, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in Parlia¬ 
ment allcmbled, do mod humbly congratulate your Majedy 
upon the redudion of Ghent, the lad great elFort of this glo¬ 
rious year ; a year, that will be ever famous in hidory, as 
Well for the entire dirappoiiitincnt of all the attempts and 
hopes of your enemies, as for the many wonderful fuccedes 
with which God has bleflcd the arms of your Majedy, and your 
allies. The unufual length of the campaign, the variety of 
events, and the dilficulty and importance of the adions, have 
given many opportunities to your Majedy’s general, the Duke 
of Marlborough, to ftiew his confnnimate ability, and all the 
great qualities necelfary for fo high a trud i whereby, in con- 
juiKdion with the renowned Prince Eugene of Savoy, fuchcon- 
ilderable progrefs has been made, and your conqueds fo far 
advanced, that we have reafon to hope the enemy, in fpite of 
all their prefumption, will Toon dnd themfelvcs under an abfo- 
lute necedity of fubmitting to a fate and honourable peace* 


Her Majrfifs Anfweri fmuary lO, 1709. 

T GIVE you many thanks for your addrefs ; and am extremely 
fenfible of the loyalty and adlclion of both Houfes of Par¬ 
liament, upon all occaduns. 
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Jtddrejs to her Majejiy by the Houje, of Commonsf fanuary 27, 

1709. 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft loyal and dutiful fubjefls, the 
Common*^, in Parliament aflembled, being truly and 
deeply feniible of t!ie raai.y and great blellings we have enjoy¬ 
ed during the whole courfe of your Majelly’s moft glorious 
reign, do moft humbly conceive, w'e Ihould be unexcufably 
wanting to’ ourfelves, and the whole kingdom, if we Ihould 
lleglc£l to ufe our moft zealous enddhvours, that thofe blellings 
may be derived down to future ages ; and therefore, with hearts 
full of the moft prafound rtfped and duty to your royal pe/- 
fon, we moft humbly befccch your Majefty, gracicufly to coi?- 
fider the univerfal defires, and moft humble fupplicalions, of 
your faithfu! fubjeds, that your Majefty would not fo far in¬ 
dulge your jw! grief, as to decline the thoughts of a fccond 
marriage. ^ • 

This would t: ' an unfpeakablc'joy to your people, who 
would u'in i-cir moft fervent prayers to Almighty God, to 
blefs you! MajcRy w'ith royal ilfue ; all of them concurring ia 
this op.rin,!, that no greater happinefs can be defired for your 
kingc.oms, l-.an that they, and their children, may long conti¬ 
nue under the ge ntle and gracious government of your Majefty, 
and your pofteiiiy. 


Her Majcjlfs Anf-Mcr, January 29, 1709. 


•^HE frequent marks of duty and aifeflion to my perfon and 
government, which I receive from both Houfes of Parlia¬ 
ment, mult needs be very very acceptable to me. 

The provifion I have made for the proteftant fucceflion, 
will always be a proof, how much I have at my heart the fu¬ 
ture happinefs of the kingdom. 

'1 he fubjefl of this adtirefs is of fuch a nature, that, I am 
perfuaded, you do not exped a particular an! wcr. 


yoint Addrefs to her Majejiy by bath Houfes, March 2, 170^. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, ^ 

^nC7E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in Parlia¬ 
ment aftemblcd, confidcring the great expenfe of blood and 

treafurc, 
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treafure, that your Majefty, and your allies have beeii at in 
profecuting this longWar, for fecuring the liberties of Europe, 
do molt humbly belccch your Majefty, that, for preferving the 
repofc and quiet of Europe, and preventing the ambitious de- 
ligns of France for the future, your Majelly would be plcafed 
TO fake care, at the conclurion of the war, to continue and 
cllablilli a good and Rriii fricndftiip among all the allies ^ and 
that the French King may be obliged to own your Majefty’s 
title, and the proteflant fucceftion, as it is cftablifticd by the 
laws of Great Ilritain ; and that your allies be engaged to be¬ 
come guarantees of the faijic : 

And that your Majefty would take cfteflual methods, tltat 
the Pretender lhall be removed out of the French dominions, 
and not fuffered to return to difturb your Majefty, your heirs 
or'ifinccenbrs, in the proteftant line : 

And that, for the fccurily of your Majefty’s dominions, the 
prefervation of trade, and the general benefit of the allies, your 
Majefty will be gracioutly plcafed tluit care may b*e taken, that 
the fortifications and harbour of Dunkirk may be demoliihed, 
and dcltroycd, , 


. Her Meijtjfy s AnfweVy March 4, 1709. 

T AM of the fame opinion with my two Houfes of Parliament, 
in the I’cveral particulars of this addrefs, as I have alfo been 
in all the other, which tliey have made upon the fame fubjeft. * 
I alfure you, no care (hall be wauling on my part, to attain 
the end they have defiredt 


Her MajeJiy s mojl gracious Speed]j Noveml>er 15, 17 ^ 9 * 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is a great fatisfaiftion to me, that 1 am able to give you 
fo good an account of the progrefs of the war fincethc ialt 
leftion of Parliament. 

In the beginning of this year our enemies made ufe of all 
their attificcs to amufe us with falfe appearances, and deceitful 
infinuations, of their defire of peace, in hopes, that from 
thence means might be found to create feme divifions or jealou- 
lies among the allies; but they Were entirely difappointed in 
their cxpeiftation, and fuch meafures w'ere taken upon that oc- 
^cafion, as made it impoftiblc for them long to difguife their 
infinccrity. The operations of the war were not delayed ; and 
the campaign, which, notwithftanding the backwardnefs of 
VoL. I. F f the 
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the frafon, immediately followed, has been at leaft as glorious 
tor the allies, as any of thofe which have preceded it. 

God Almighty has been plcafed to blefs us with a moft re¬ 
markable viAory, and with fuch other great and important fuc- 
celfes, both before and after it, that France is thereby become 
much more expofed and open to the impreflion of our arms, 
and confequcntly more in need of a peace, than it was at the 
beginning of this campaign. 

However, the war Hill continuing, I find myfelf obliged 
again to defire you, Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
to grant me fuch fiipplies as you (hall judge necclfary, for the 
alfilling our allies in all parts, and the vigorous profecution of 
our advantages i that we may put the lalt hand to this great 
work of reducing that exorbitant and opprcilivc power, which 
has fo long threatened the libertivjs of Europe. 

I afliire yon, that all you give (hall be carefully applied to 
the ufes of tl\e war, if it continues, or to Icll'ening of the debts 
i^has neceffarily occafioned, in cafe of a peace ; which though 
the many wants and dfrtreffes of qur enemies may naturally 
lead us to exped, yet, our own late experience may fully con¬ 
vince us, is not to be depended upon any other way, than by 
beijig in a condition to compel them to fuch terms as may be 
faft and honourable for all the allies. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I think it proper to take notice to you, that the great dearth 
and fcarcity, under which our neighboifrs abroad have fulfered 
this year, begins to affeft us, in fomc meafure, at home, by 
the temptatitm of profit in carrying out loo much of our corn, 
while it bears io high a price in foreign parts. 

This occafions many complaints from the poor ; for whofe 
fake 1 carneftly recommend to you to take this growing evil 
into your conlideration, having not iiegle£lcd any thing on iny 
part towards the remedying of it that the law would allow. 

I cannot conclude, without obferving to you, of what great 
advantage it will be at this time to the end we all propofe to 
ourfelves, that the greateft difpaich be given to the neceifary 
preparations for carrying on the war. 


Addrefs to her AHajeJiy by the Houfe of CommonsNov» 16, 1709. 
Mod gracious Sovereign, 

TT^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeils, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfembled, 
beg leave to return our moft humble thanks to your Majefty 

for 
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for your moft gracious fpeech from the throne ; and to congra¬ 
tulate your Majclly upon the continued fuccefl'es of the laft 
•campaign, particularly the vi£lory obtained near Mons by the 
troops ot your Majcjty, and thofe of your allies, under the 
copimand of the Duke of Marlborough. 

A vidory fo remarkable in all its circiimftances, as muft 
convince your enemies, that the courage and rel'olution of your 
troops, condufted by fo great a general, are fuperior to the 
greateft difficulties. 

And your Majedy may be affiired, that, fmee the public 
credit has been fo well fupported, fince your councils have been 
fo Heady, and your allies fo firm, that no French artifices 
could create jealoufics or divifions ’amongli: them; and, fince 
youj; arms have been fo powerful, that no entrenchments or 
fortifications could withltand them ; we, your faithful Com¬ 
mons, under fuch encouragements, in duly to your Majefly, 
and thofe we reprefent, will, by fpeedy and effe^ual fupplies, 
enaliie your Majcfty to difpatch the neceflary preparations for 
carrying on the wai in fucb a manner, "as lhall, by the blelling 
of God, oblige the common ei.emy t» accept a peace upon fuch 
terms, as lhall be a lalling fecurity to your Majelly, and your 
allies. 


Her MajfJly s Anfvjcry Novtmlfer ig, 1709* 

T RETURN you my liearty thanks for your addr^fs, and the 
alfurances you give me, of providing fpeedy and crieclual 
fupplies for carrying on the war; which, 1 perfuade myfelf, 
will have a very good cffe£l:, for the advantage of the whole 
confederacy. 


Addrefs hy the Houfe of Commons, Feb, 16, 17 lO. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

T^^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fiibjc£ls, the 
' ^ Commons, in Parliament aflcmbled, having reafon to 
believe, that the negociations of peace will fuddenly be renew.- 
ed in Holland ; and being juftly apprehenfive of the crafty and 
infinuating defigns of our enemies, to create divifions among, 
your allies, or, by amufing them with deceitful expeflations of, 
peace, to retard their preparation for war, do think ourfelves 
bound in duty moft humbly .to reprefent to your Majefty, of 
how great importance we conceive it is to the intereft of the 
common caufe, that the Duke of Marlborou|;h iliould be 
aSroad at this critical jun£lure. 

F f a. W« 
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Wc cannot but take this opport nity to cxprclV our fenfc of 
the great and unparalleled ferviccs of the' Duke of Marlbo¬ 
rough, and, with all imaginable duty, to applaud your Majcf- 
ty’s great wifdom, in having honoured the fame ptrfun with the 
great chara£tcrs of General and Plcnipoicntiaiy, who, incur 
humble opinion, is moll capable of difehatging two fuch iiii- 
portant trulls. 

We therefore make it our humble requeft to your.Majcfly, 
that you would be plcafed to order the Duke of Marlborough’s 
immediate departure for Holland, where his prefence will be 
equally ncccH'ary to alfi/l at the negociations ol j)eace, and to 
hallen the preparations for an early campaign -, w hich will mod: 
cffcfitually difappoint the artifices of our enemies, and procure 
t fafe and honourable peace for your Majelty, and your allies. 


Her Afajejiys Ftbriuiry 20, 1710. 

,My Lords ^hd Gentlemen, 

1 AM fofenfible of the'heccflity of the Duke of Marlborough’s 
^ prefence in Holland at this critical jundure, that I have al¬ 
ready given the necelfary diredtions for his immediate depar¬ 
ture i and I am very glad to find, by this addicfi, that you 
concur with me in a jull fenfe of the Duke of Marlborough's 
eminent ferviccs. 


Her 's mej} gracious Sptceky Nov% 29, I710. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE, by calling this Parliament, made appear the confi¬ 
dence I place in the duty and afi'edtion ol my fubjedls ; and 
i meet ) ou here wiih the greatcil fatisfadlion, having no reafon 
to doubt, but that I fluiil find fuch returns as w'ill add new lif* 
to our Ificnds, and cmiiely difappoint the hopes of our ene¬ 
mies. 

'I'o this end 1 flt.dl recommend to you what is abfolutely 
nccelTary lor our common fafety. 

•'I hc carrying on the war in all its parts, but particularly in 
Spain, with the urmoft vigour, is the likcliell means, with 
God’s blefling, to procure a fafe and honourable peace for us, 
and all our allies, whofc fuppori and intcrcll 1 have truly at 
^art. 

For this purpofe I mull afle from you, Gentlemen of the ' 
Houle of Commons, the ncceflary fupplies lor the next year’s 
(ervice j and let me put you in mind, that nothing will ^d 
much to their efficacy, as unanimity and difpatch. 


1 cannot 
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I cannot, without great concern, mention to you, that the 
navy and other offices are burthened v.'iih heavy debts, which 
. fo far affeft the public fervicc, that I moft earneftly defire you 
to find fomc way to anfwer ihofc demands, and to prevent the 
Hl^e for the time to come ; the jufticc of Parliament, in fatis- 
fymg former engagements, being the certain way of preferving 
and cftablifhing national credit. 

I au'. fcnfibly touched with what my people fuffer by this long 
and expenlive war, to which wlicn it will pleafe God to put an 
end, the floniifliing condition of my fubjeds (hall be as much 
my care, as their fafety isiat prefent. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The eyes both of friends and enemies are upon you ; the 
to give fpirit to the one, and to defeat the rcftlcfs malice 
of the other, is to proceed in fuch a manner as becomes a 
Britilh Parliament. 

I fliall in the plainefl wwds tell you my intuitions ; and I 
do this with the greater fatisfailion, bccaufe I depend upon 
their being agreeable to you. ^ 

I am refolvod to fiippoit and encourage the church of Eng- 
l ind, as by law cftablilhed ; 

To preferve the Britilh conllitution according to the Union ; 

And to maintain the indulgence by law allowed to fcrupulous 
confcienccs. 

And, that all thefe may be tranfmitted to pofterity, I lhall 
employ none but fuch as arc heartily for the protetlant fuccef- 
lion in the houfe of Hanover ^ the intercll of which family no 
perfon can be more truly concerned for than myfclf. 

Thcfc are my rcfolutions ; and your concurrence with me, 
in a fteady pnrfuit of them, will belt manifell your zeal for our 
religion, for the intcrelt of our country, for your own fafety, 
and for my honour. 


Addrejs by ike Houfe Commons, Oblobcr 22 , 1696. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

"Y^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeils, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aifembled, 
do joyfully appear before your Majcfty, to return our moft; 
humble thanks for your molt gracious fpccch from the throne. 
We bring the thanks of your whole people, whom your Ma-* 
jefty has made happy by that confidence you have been pleafed 
to place in their duty and affedtion ; and we bring our moft fo- 
leinn affiirances, that we will make all fuch returns, as /hall 

F f 3 convince 



eonvincc your Majefty that your confidence has not been mif- 

arc fatisfied we lie under all pollible obligations, both 
from our duly to your Majefty, and the caic we ov\e to our‘ 
country, cfFeftually and fpecdily to grant the ncccirary fupplies 
for a vigorous profccution of the w ar in all its pa'-ts, and clj^c- 
cially in Spain. This we ftiali lludy to do in I'uch a manner 
as may belt anfwer the public fcrvice, and be moil to 
thofe we reprefent; and the fame we fliali continue to doj fill 
fuch a peace may be obtained, as your MajcUy, in ycvir royal 
wifdom, (hall judge to be fate and honourable for youi lubje^tsj 
and all your allies. 

We have no reafon to doubt of your Majefty’s rare - : rry 

thing that concerns the interelt and welfare of your .< - .1 but 
we think otirfelves obliged, in juilice to our fell ,. 
and in order to make them bear w ith greater checri' the 
burthens w’c fliull fi.ul necelTary to lay upon them, nu'it - ' .bly 
to befeech yo(*r Majelty? that you will plcafe to coniinu., vour 
powerful influences wi^h ttH your allies, that tlicy may exert 
themfelves in the common caule v/ilh rcfolutions equal, and 
aids proportionable, to our’s. 

The burthen of thofe heavy debts, which preffes your people 
with fo fenfiblc a weight, is in fome meafure alleviated by 
your princely compaliion. We Ih.dl enJoavour to trace the 
iourcc of this great evil, and to apply a rerncUy fnitable to it. 
The honour and jullicc of I’aili.uncut (hall by us be inviolably 
maintained, and all other mtafuies puifued, by which the 
public credit may be preferved and cdabliflied. 
i Ycur faithful Coiurnoii*^ arc truly fenJildc of your Majeily’s 
W'ifdcm and goodnefs in thole refolution.s, which von .1 .v’ de¬ 
clared ; and do molt licaviily concur in all wdiich you have been 
pleafed to recommend to them. 

We rcturu your Majefty our mod luimblc thanks for the 
firm allinantes you have given, both by your words, and by 
your adfioiis, of fupporting and encouraging the church of 
England, as by law cltabliihed. 

As we are true fiins of that church, we cannot but be ten¬ 
derly concerned for iis piofperity, and for its honour ; and are, 
by affection and piinciplc, inclined to fecure itsdodlrmejdifci- 
jpline, arid worfhip. 

As we are fellow chrlftians and fellow fubjedls with thofe 
proteftant diflenters, who are fo unhappy to enfertain fcrnples 
Bgainft‘conformity with our church, we aiv delirous, ana de¬ 
termined to let them quietly enjoy lliat indulgence which the 
few hath allowed them* ' 

. ‘ ‘ As 
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As we are Britons, it is our oommon ifitereft, and ihall be 
our joint endeavour, to preferve that iipion between the parts of 
Great Britain, on which the fafety of the whole depends. 

, As we are lovers of our excellent conilitution, both in church 
and (late, and folicitous that our polleri'y may be as happy in 
all future ages, as we hope long to coniinup under your IVIajef- 
ty’s moft aiifpicious reign, we fliall always fteadily adhere to 
the proteftant fucceffion in the houfe of Hanov* r, and be 
moft watchful to prevent any danger which may tin eaten that 
fettlement, fo necelfary for the prefervation of our religion, 
laws, and liberties. 

Tbefe are ends truly w'orlhy your Majefty’s purftjit: and we 
do, with all-hfimility, reprefent to your Majefty, that the moft 
eftcclual way to give fpirit to your friends, and defeat the reft- 
malice of your enemies, will be, by difcountcnancing all 
perfons of fuch principles, and avoiding all mcafures of fuch 
tendency, as may weaken your Majefty’s title and government, 
the fettlement of the crown in the illuftrious htjpfe of Hanover, 
and advance the hopes of the Preicnder, and all other princi¬ 
ples, and meafures, that have lately threatened your royal 
crown and dignity, and which, whenever they prevail, will 
prove fatal to our own conftiiution, both in church and llate. 


Her Majejiy s AnfMcr, December 2, 

Gentlemen, 

T AM extremely well plcafcd with your addrefs ; and I fully 
depend upon the afturanees you give me, of concurring in 
all the particular*. 1 have recommeiidcJ lo 

You may depend upon my care to encourage thofe whole 
principles arc agreeable to our conftiiution in church and 
ftate. 


Mtjfage from her AfiijeJiyj fanuary 2 y 17 H* 

Anne R. 

TTER Majefty having received notice that there has been an 
a£lion in Spain, very much to the djfaiiv^intage or King 
Charles’s affairs ; which having fallen particularly on the Britifti 
forces, the Qiieen immediately gave djre< 9 ;ions for feuding and 
procuring troops to repair this iofs. 

Her Majefty acquaints this H- pfe with this intelligence* 
and likewife with her orders given tljereupon, not doubting but 
the Parliament will approve thereof, and concur in their aflift- 
aiicc for remedying fo great a misfortune, 

^ ^ ^ Ff4 Addrtfi 



( 44o\) 

Addrejs hy the hou fe of Conimonsj famary 3 , 1711 . 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

WE. your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjcil5,the Com'- 
mons of Great Biitaln, in Parliament alFemblcd, do re¬ 
turn your Majcfty our humble thanks for your rnoft gracidus 
nielfage \ wherein your Majcfty has been pleafod to communi¬ 
cate to us the intelligences you have received of an a< 5 lion in 
Spain, very much to the di('advantage of King Charles’s affairs, 
and the direddions your Majcfty has given for fending and pro¬ 
curing troops to repair this lofs. 

Wc beg leave to allure your Majefty, that this difadvantage 
%vill not difeourage us from uling our utmoft endeavours to en¬ 
able your Majcfty to carry on the juft and necelVary war, in 
which you are engaged, (or preferving the liberties of Eurf 5 pff% 
but, alter the many undoubted inftances we have received of 
your Majefty’s great cate and wildom, being pertedlly fatistied 
in the one, anckentirely depending on the other, wc are rcfolved 
cffedtually to fupport yo;ir Majefty in the profecution of thole 
uieafures that your Majcfty ffiall on this occafion think proper 
for retrieving the lofs in Sf>am, 


Her Alajiffs Anjzva'y j/annary T 71 J. 
Gentlemen, 

T THANK you very kindly for the entire confidence which 
you place in me ; and will endeavour to make the bell ufe I 
can of it, for the public adv antage. 


yoint Add* efs to the March 9, 1711 , 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

WE; your Majefty’s moft ihuiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Lords fpirilna] and temporal, and Commons of (ireat 
Britain, in Parliament alFcrnbled, have, to cur great concern, 
been informed of a moft barbarous and villainous attempt made 
upon |hc perfon of Robert Harley, Efquire, Chancellor of your 
Majefty’s exchequer, by the Marquis dc Guifeard, a French 
papirt, before the time when he was upder examination 
for treafonable pradices, at a committee of your Majefty’s 
council. We cannot but be moft deeply affeded to find 
■fu^ an inftance of inveterate malice againft one, employed in 
ywr Majefty’s council, and fo near your royal perfon ; and we 
n^c reafon to believe, tliat his fidelity to your Majefty, and 
for youy fervice, have drawn upon him t|ie hatred of all 
, tbe 
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the abettors of popery and Faftion. We think it our duty, 
upon this occafion, to aflure your Majefty, that wc will effec¬ 
tually ftaiid by and defend your Majefty, and thofc who have 
the honour to be employed in your fervicc, againit all public 
and fecret attempts of your enemies ; and we molt humbly bc- 
fccch your Majelty that you will be plcafed to take all pollible 
care of your facred perfon, on vvhofo life the welfare and hap- 
pinefs of yoitr people, as well as the liberties of Europe, en¬ 
tirely depend, 

And wo do, in all humility, reprefent to your Majelty, that 
one effedtual means, condivcing to the fafety of your Majelly’s 
royal perfon, wjjl be, to give fuch dirc6lions as in your great 
wifdom Ihall'Teem moll proper, for cauling papilts to be re- 
inoved^rom the cities of London and Wcilminller. 


Her Majejifs jinfwer, March 
My Lords and (jcnllemen, 

T TAKE this addrefs vcry’kindly from you, on the occafion of 
that barbarous attempt on Mr. flarlcy, whofe zeal and fide¬ 
lity in my fervicc mult appear yet more eminently, by that 
horrid endeavour to take avvav his life, for no other reafon that 
appears, but his known oppofition to popery and faction. 
Your w’arm concern for the fafety of my pe,rfon, and the defence 
of thofc employed in my fervicc, is very grateful to me ; and I 
fliall always continue my care for the welfare and happinefs of 
my people, by ufing all means that may molt effe* 9 .ually conduce 
to thofe ends, and particularly by giving the proper diredtions 
for removing papilts from the cities of London and Weftmin- 
fter, according to your delirc. 

J think it would be reafonable to make a law, to punllb with 
death fuch villainous attempts on the lives of magillrates, in the 
Jawfid execution of their office, though, by God’s providence, 
the mifehiefs deligned do not take effedt. 


Addrefs ly the Houfe of Commons^ April 2, 1711. 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dtitiful and loyal fubjedts, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfembled, 
whavc, with the utmoft fatisfadiion, received your Majefty’s 
gracious melTage, recommending to us the great and neceflary 
work of building new churches in and about the cities of London 
and Weftminfter, 


Wc 
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We are fcnfible how much the want of them hath contributed 
to the ini-rcafeof fchifm and irreligion, and (hall not fail there¬ 
fore to do our parts towards fiipplying that defcdl, being entirely 
rili'pofcd to promote every thing that is for the interell of the 
eftabliflted church, a, d the hf«iour of your Majefty’s reign. 

Neither the long expcnfive war in which we arc engaged, 
Itor the pri;tillc r.t heav} debts under which vve labour, Ihall 
.hinder us trom granting to your Majelty whatever is nccelfary 
to accomplifh fo cxceiit.nt a dclign, which we hope may be a 
n^eans ot drawing down blclhngs trom Heaven on all your Ma- 
jefty's other undertakiiig", as it a^ds to the iu:-nber of thofe 
places where the prayers of your devout and iaiiliiul fubje£ls 
•will be daily olfered up to God lor the profpefiij :n your Ma- 
jelty’s government at home, and the fuccefs of yenr arms 
abroad. 


Her Afoj'Ji) 5 AnfiveYi vfy>r;7 10, lyil. 
Gentlemen, * • 

OUR addrefs is cxtrtmiely acceptable to me, as it is a proof 
of your'/eal for the intcrelt of the ellablilhed church, anil 
for the advancement of religion. 

I will take care, that what you grant, (hall, in the moft 
fpeedy and efFt-dlnal manner, be appli«.d to the good purpofe tor 
'Vt'hic'.i it is intended. 


AfiJJlige from her MAjijUy Apt U lyii. 

Avnr R. 

TIER Majefty is pleaful to acquaint this Houfe with the ill 
’*■ ^ news ftic hath rtu ived of the Emperor’s death : and being 
f' tif'hle of the confeqotiK'c this great lofs rr.ay be to the allies, 
how diiheartcncd fome of them may be on the one hand, and 
how diligent i'rar.cc will be on the other, to improve every 
accident to their own advantage, licr Majc'.'iy is delirous to let 
you know', tiiat immediately on the fir(lncvvM)l the late Empe¬ 
ror’s fickncTs, fhc came to a icf.ihition to fupport the intcrelt of 
the hoijfe of Aulfria in this coiijuniSture, and to ufc her utmoll 
endeavours to get the Ki;i j of Spain made Emperor, in w’hich 
the S'ates General have hl.ewife concurred wnh her Majefty ; 
•nd, fince that, h^r Majcity hath taken the moft proper means 
to engagj all thole (wdio have a lhare in this election, and are 
► in the imereft of the common enufe) iq join with her in bring- 
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ing this great work to a goocJ^iflue ; and flieliath an entire cqn- 
fkience in the affedion and duty of her Parliament, that, with 
their afliftance, under the protedion and blelfing of Almighty 
God, fhe fliall be enabled to make a happy conclufion of this 
war in a fafe and honourable peace. 

1 'he feafon of the year, and the length of time that hath paft 
fuicc your meeting, will make you ail wi(h, that you may be at 
liberty to attend the public, as well as your own private atfairs, 
throughout the kingdom ; and therefore her Majclly does re¬ 
commend to you, fo to haften your confultations about all the 
public concerns, that her Majeily may put a fpcedy end to this 
fellion. 


• ,^</^drefs to her Majcjly by both HoufeSy Jpril 20 , lyil. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal,,fubjeds, the 
^ ^ Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons of Great 
Britain, in Parliament afTemhled, beg leave to return your Ma- 
jeliy our humble thanks for your Majeity’s moll gracious mef- 
fage. We are truly fctifiblc of the great lofs the alliance has 
fuliainea in the death of the Emperor, and do with all duty ac¬ 
knowledge the early and wife care your Majeily has been pleafed 
to take to prevent the ill confequenccs thereof, by rcfolving to 
fupport the intcrefts of the houfe of Auftria, and endeavouring 
to promote the cledion of the King of Spain to the empire. 

Your Majeily may fafely place an entire confidence in our 
duty and affedion, and may rell alVured that \vc cannot be dif- 
couraged by this or any other misfortune, from fupporting 
yo’ir Majelty In all the meafures which your Majcfty, in your 
great wildom, lhall judge proper, to bring tKe w'ar to a happy 
conclufion, by a fafe and honourable peace. 

AjkJ being truly convinced, l>ow nccellary it is to give, all 
polTible difpatch to the public burmefs, we will life our utmol^ 
diligence in every part of it, depending before us, that your 
Majefty may have the fatisfadion of putting a fj^eedy end to 
this fellion. v 


Her Majejly's Anfwery April 21, 1711 • 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THANK you very heartily for this addrefs. It is of great 
importance, that the world 111ould know, that both Houfes 
of Parliament do fo unanimoufly approve the meafures 1 have 

taken 
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taken on this occafion of the Emperor’s death, which will very 
much encourage our allies to continue united in the common 
cauf'c. 


Rcprefentation by the Ihufc of Commom to her AlajeJly^ % 
May 31, 17*1. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

WK. your Maj' flv’.s mofl dutiful and loyal fubje£ls, the 
Commons of Ci'u Bri .lin, in Parliament alfemblcd, 
have, with the utmnll zeal and unanlmi’v, applied onrlelves to 
the difpatch of ihofc great and iiiiportant which your 

Majclly was plcaf-il to recommend 10 us from the throne ; and 
we humbly hope tiiit Wf' have, in every rcfpc,lt, 
your Majefty’s expL'dlations in ^ailing this Parlia.rcnt. - 

In making foilablc prinihoii for the public fervice, vve have 
hiet with great diiliculties from the anticipation of funds, and 
the large funis w'ith which the public revenues (land charged 
for long terms of ycar.«> to come : however, we have not been 
difeouraged, hut have, \\iili gieatcr diligence, carried on our 
endeavours to raife fuch fiipplies, as, wc trurt, will betffeflual, 
not only tor the fervice oi the prefent year, but alfo for the 
difeharge of the heavy debts fo long and fo juflly complained 
of; and, as the ahfoluic necellity of carrying on the war, and 
onr refolutions to fupport the public credit, and maintain the 
honour and jtiflicc of Parlljmcnt, have obliged us to increafe 
the burthen of taxes upon our fellow fiibjccls, fo wc arc per- 
fuaded, that the fame reafons will indtice them to pay thofc 
taxes with cheerfulnef^- and ljf isfaclion. 

At the fame time, wc have tlmuglit it another part of our 
duty to inquire into the caufes of the heavy debts wc laboured 
under, and to trace the lource fd' that great evil, as what, wc 
thought, would in fome decree faiisfy ilie minds of your peo¬ 
ple, and prevent the like mifcliief for the future. 

This was a promife and an afliiraiux vvhicli w e prefumed to 
give your Majelly at the beginning of this feflion ; and now, 
at the conclulion of it, wc beg leave to lay before your Ma- 
jedy the refult of our inquirio'-, which, -W'c hope, your Majcfty 
will not judge to be unw'orthy of your royal conlideration. 

In examining into the date of the war, and looking back 
from the beginning of it, we find, that in feveral years the 
fervice has been enlarged, and the charge of it incrcafed, be¬ 
yond the bounds preferihed, and the anntial fupplies granted by 
Parliament. To this new and illegal pra^licc w'e mull, in 
great rneafure, afcri'oe the life and growth of the heavy debts 
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that lie upon the nation ; nor* does the coiifequcnce of it end 
there i for we mull alfo reprefent it to your Majcfly, as a dan¬ 
gerous invafion of the rights of Parliament. The Commons 
mufl: ever alTerl it as their foie and undoubted privilege to grant 
money, and to adjuft and limit the proportions of it; and, 
when your Majefly has recommended to them to confuler of 
fupplics, and they have deliberated upon the fcveral eftimates 
for the annual fertices, and conlidered, and determined, what 
the nation is able to bear, their proceedings would be very vain 
nnd incffcdlual, if, after the refpeftive fums are Hated and 
granted, thofe through whefe hands the dilpofition of them 
'pafles arc allowed, in any mcalure, to alter and enlarge them, 

I'his is atT’attempt which very Iktlc differs from levying 
moneyj^thout confent of Parliament, as will appear to your 
Afsjcrtji from this one confidcration, that a charge of that 
hind, once incurred, and laid as a debt upon the navy, or any 
orhe*r public office, is fo far binding upon Parliament, that, 
how little foever they approve of the means by which it was 
contraded, yet, the public cj^edit being pawned, the Commons 
cannot, without the ruin of that, refit/'e to provide for it. 

This alfo has been an occafion, why great fumis of unap¬ 
propriated money, arifmg from the exeqedings and furplufages 
of fornc of the funds, granted by Parliament, have not been 
applied as they ought to liave been, in aid of the deficiencies 
ot other funds: had this jult care been obferved, the debts of 
the nation could not have increafed to fo exorbitant an height: 
but other ufes were found out, fuch as A\ere neither voted, nor 
addrcffcil for by Parliament; which, therefore, we adjudge to 
liavc been a mifapplication of public money. 

VVith regard to the-debts of the navy, we find, that one 
great difeouragement and burthen which that part of the fer- 
\lce has lain under, has been from a liberty that has been ufed, 
of diverting fevctal fums ilfucd to that fcrvicc, and transfer- 
ling them to other purpofes for w'hich they were not intended; 
particularly, that the Aim of 606,806/. ']s. ^d. belonging to 
the navy, has been paid for provifion Ajpplicd to land forces 
font to Spain and Portugal, and for the garrifon of Gibraltar, 
for which no deduilions have been made from the pay of thofe 
forces, nor any part of that fum re-afiigned to the vidualling, 
notwithftanding the feveral adls of Parliament provided, and 
the many letters and reprefentations made to the treafury in 
tliat behalf. This unjiifiifiable proceeding has been a dif- 
couragement to the feamcn, occafioned the paying extravagant 
rates upon contrails, and has very much contributed to fink 
tlic credit of the navy. 
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To this we mud add the many notorious embezzlements, 
and fcandalous abufes, which appear to have been pradlifed, as 
well in the management of your Majefty’s brewlioufe, as in 
the contradls for furnilhiiig the navy with beer. We have 
already prefnmed to addrefs your Majcfty, that feveral perfons, 
whom we difeovered to have been guilty of thofc frauds, fliould 
be profccuted at law for thofc ottences j and we entirely rely 
upon your Majefty’s moft gracious aflurance, that thofe pro- 
fccutioiis ftiall be cftcdually carried on ; but we muft alfo 
(upon this occafiouy beg leave farther to reprefent to your Ma- 
jefty, that the commidioners appoiriijed to take care of the vic¬ 
tualling yo’T Majefty’s navy, have been guilty .9/“^great negli¬ 
gence and reiniirtiefs in their duty : for the inftrudlifi.'^ which 
go along with that commilTion, arc fo well adapted to tiW pre¬ 
venting thofc very abufes which have been committeti, that 
nothing but a notorious mifmanagcmeiit in that office, and an 
inexcufabie i?fglc 61 in purfning thofe inftrudions, could have 
giveti way to the great lofs the public has fuftained in that part 
of the fervice. 

I'he evil effefls of this mifmanagement in public offices, 
and mifapplicaiion of parliamentary fupplies, have been in- 
creafed by the very methods of bringing in the public money : 
for it has appeared to us, that the receivers of the land tax, 
and of the other revenues, have not been called upon to pay 
in the money they had received, in due time, as the law re¬ 
quires. Such has been the extreme remifthefs, and unaccount¬ 
able indulgence of thole whofe duty it was to oblige thefe re¬ 
ceivers to due and’ punolual payments, that on the 8th day of 
December, 1710, there was an arrear of the feveral land taxes 
for five years, ending the z^lh of March, 1709, amounting 
to the fum of 272,596/. 8j. Bcf. fome part of w'hich was pjiid 
into the exchequer, after the Commons had ordered an inquiry 
into that matter; fo that the fum Handing out at the begin¬ 
ning of April 1711, was 180,439/. p, bid. 

From ihefe omilTions, the public remains long under the 
load of intereft, for want of that money which lies in the hands 
of receivers; fo that the fupplies granted to your Majefty, 
however large or well proportioned to the occafions of the war, 
could never prove effedlual to prevent the incumbrance of debts, 
whilft they were neither colleded nor difljurfed faithfully, ac¬ 
cording to the ends and methods defigned by Parliament. 

Thus far have we proceeded in difeovering fome of thofe 
caufes, which have brought fo great a weight of debts upon the ’ 
nation ; and we might have made a much greater progrels in 
our inquiries, if the accounts of the public money had been 

regularly 
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legukrly pafled ; but, to our great furprlfe and concern, we ' 
fmd, that they, who of late years have had the management of 
your Majefty’s treafury, and ought to have compelled the feve- 
ral accountants duly to pafs their refpeclive accounts, have been " 
guiliy of fo notorious a breach of truft, and of lb high an 
injiiftice to the nation, that of the nionies granted by Parlia¬ 
ment, and ilfucd for the public fervice to Chriftmas 1710, 
there remains unaccounted for the fum of 35,302,107/. for a 
great part of which no accounts have fo much as been laid be¬ 
fore the auditors ; and for the reft, llunigh fome accounts have 
been brought in, yet they have not been profecuted by the ac¬ 
countants, and jyiifhed, Tliis has made it impradicable for 
us to arc^r^S fo exadl: knowledge of the Rate of the nation, 
w^th s w ^rd to the public money, as we wifli, and might have 
expcicW i and your Majefty w^ill pleafe to conlider, in fuch an 
immenle fum unaccounted for, how many cinbez/demcnts may 
be concealed, and how jullly it is to be fufpe^ed, that fo 
fcandalous a rcmilTneft has been allow'cd with no other delii^n. 

We humbly befeech yous Majefty, fliat you will give im¬ 
mediate and effetlual direftions for the compelling tbe feveral 
impreft accountants fpecdily to pafs their accounts ; and, in 
the mean time, we huiuBly hope your Majefty will approve the 
refolution of your Commons, that fuch of the accountants who 
have neglected their duty in profecuting their accounts, ought 
no longer to be intrulled w ith the receiving the public money. 

We cannot omit taking notice to your Majelly of another 
extraordinary inftance in wliich the pr.blic money has been 
mifappliecl, by bringing over the poor Palatines to inhabit and 
fettle thcmfelves in this kingdom. This was not only an ex¬ 
travagant and an uureafonable expeufe in itfelf, but many other 
W’ays uneufy and grievous to your people ; for, as it w'as v’hble, 
that fuch numbers of neccintous and ufelefs foreigners muft 
unavoidably tend to the increafe and opprelllon of the poor of 
this kingdom, fo, being a mixture of people of all nligi.ins, 
it was evident, how dangerous ilicy might prove to the liuic t 
of our government, and tlie conllitulion of our cftaoliHied 
church. Upon what encouragement and invitati/>n they came 
ove r, we have not been able to difeover ; but we look upoti it 
as certain, that the calling over fo many families, from a coun¬ 
try fo remote, could not be brought about without indullry and 
contrivance; and thofe who were concerned in it feemed to 
have been confeious of the evil of their own delign>, by the 
fecrccy with which they purfued them. Your Majefty, in 
your great wifdom, will heft recollcdl from whence this at¬ 
tempt and advice proceeded ; and we humbly reprefent it as 
I our 
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our opinion, that the authors of i*i were enemies to your Ma- 
jerty and your kingdom. 

We beg leave to offer to your Majefty’s confideration but 
one thing more, which has alarmed your people with juft fears; 
the arbitrary attempt of new-modelling corporations, by im- 
pofing a charter upon the borough of Bcw'dley ; a charter void 
and illegal, not being accepted by the corporation then in 
being; deftrudivc of the conftitution of Parliament, in trans¬ 
ferring the rights of electors to others ; and, injurious to your 
Majefty’s fubjeiSs, in dlvelling them of their fianchifes and 
freeholds, even after they had been hffirmed by judgments upon 
the rigorotis profcciitions of (/no zvannnios. 

Wc return your Majcny our iiiod humble thanks uT^putting 
n ftop to fo pernicious a precedent, by ordering the proper me¬ 
thods to be taken for rcjiealiiig the fiiid chaitcr, and q' -wting 
the borough in the poIRliion ot their aiicient privileges. Wc 
arc truly fcufible of your Majefty’s tender regard to tlie rights 
of all your people; and we cannot, without indignation, reflecl 
upon the opprenive dcfij^ns of thoft evil counfeilors, who en¬ 
deavoured to ha\e hi<iii;.>hl a blemini of this kind upon your 
Majefty’s inofl juU ami gentle rtign. 

From all thefe cvil praclices, and worfe dcligns, of fomc 
perfons who had, by falfe prjjfefiiotis of love to tlieir country, 
infinuated themfclves into voiir rcival favour, irreparable mif- 
chief Itad accrued to the , had not your Majefty, in your 

great wifdom, feafondily difcovoicd the fatal tendency ol fuch 
meafures; and, out of ynir fingular goodnefs to your people, 
jcmoved from the adminiftration of affairs ihofe who liad fo ill 
anfwered the lavour.ible ooinimi your Majefty hud conceived 
of them, and, in fo nianv inilaiicts, grofsly abufed th.e great 
triift repofed in tlicm. Your people could, with greater pa¬ 
tience, have fuffered the manifold injuiies done to themfclves 
by the frauds and depredations of fuch evil minifters, had not 
the fame men proceeded to treat vour facred perfon with un- 
dutifulncfs and difregard ; but, as the intcrcits of your Ma¬ 
jefty and your people arc infcparable, and are, by your Majefty 
and your good fubjedls, infepar ;bly purfued, the wrongs which 
thefe men liad dong to. the public, drew upon them your royal 
dlfpleafure ; and their irreverence towards yoiir Majefty jultly 
expofed them to the indignation of your people. 

Your Majefty had, from the beginning of your- aufpicious 
feign, expreffed a true chriiUan moderation, by promifes of 
lenity and protedlion to all your peaceable fubjeds, and of 
countenance and favour to thofc who flunild molt recommend 
tliemfelves by their zeal for the eftablifticd goYWument in 
'■ church 
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church and ftate; but thef^ miniftcrs framed to themfelvcs 
wild and unv\ajTantable fehemes of bahneini^ parlies, and, 
ynder a falfe pretence of temper and nioiler rioii, did really 
encourage faction, by dtfcousilenancing and d^prtlling ptrfons 
zealoiiliy afil-dled to your Majefty, and to the cluirch, and by 
extending their favour ar.d patronage to men of licentious and 
impious principles, futh as lliake tlie very foundation of all 
government, and all religion. 

Out of our unfeigned zeal for your Pwajefiy’s honour and 
fervicc, and our (aithiul aifeciion to the public good, vve cannot 
foibcar, Avith all luimiiity# arid carncbnc.'s, to befeech your 
Majcfly, that you would avi'i-l, a', the greateft enemies to your 
royal di^Ty;' and to your people's fafciy, all perfons who fhall 
endeavor to engage you in lucii pernicious mcafurcs; and that 
>.fil{! employ, in places (d authority and l.'uil, fuch only 
as have'givcn good lellimonies or their duty to your Majelly, 
and of their atfeiffion to tl'.c true inleicll of your kingdom. 

Thefe are the humble deli res of your faiihlilT Commons, 
and thefe v.cknovvto be ypnr Majtflyts gracious i-ucutians. 
l''ro:u your tender concern tor this church and nat'on, and 'roin 
what yr.u lately liaie done, and are going on to do, for the 
happinefs and faiisfai^ion of your peoj.le, we promife ourfelvcs 
a tavoiirable acceptance of tills oi r ..pplicatum ; and from our 
duty 10 your Majelly, and our fidcli y to bur tmll, your Ma- 
jefly may confide in us, tliat wc will, upon all occafions, de¬ 
fend aiiii fup()ort your hia.efly, and our happy conihlulioni 
againft all enemies and oppofers wliatfoevcr. 


Hty- MujfJiy s Anfujefy “June y, 1711, 

Gentlemen, 

'T'HIS reprefentation gives me frefh alTurances of yoUr zeal 
for my fervicc, and for the true intcreft of your country. 
It contains many particulars: I will take them all Into rtiy 
ferious confidcration, and give the neceffary d recHions to rcdrels 
the grievances you complain of. Ce alfured, that your advice 
upon all occafions has the greateft weight with me. 


Her Majejlys moji gracious Speechy December 7, 1711, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

"T HAVE called you together as foon as the public affairs 
would permit: and I am glad, that I can now tell yoUf 
that, notvvithllanding the arts of thofe who delight in war, both 
Vpt. u G g place 
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pkce and time are appointed for®opening the treaty of a gene¬ 
ral peace. 

Our allies, efpccially the States General, whofe interefl I 
look upon as injepurable from my oWn, have, by their ready 
concurrence, exprelfed their entire confidence in me: and L 
have no rcalbn to doubt, but that my own fubjeifs arc alfurtd 
of my particular care of them. 

My chief concern is, that the proteftant religion, and the 
laws and liberties ol thefc nations, may be continued to you, 
by feciiringjhe fuccellion to the crowj), as it is iiihitcd by Par¬ 
liament, to the houfe of Hanover. •• 

1 ftiall endeavour, that, alter a war which h.is coft fo much 
blood and treafure, yon may find your intcrclt hr l-rade and 
commerce improved and enlarged by a peace ; with 3*1 other 
advantages which a tender and afie( 3 ionatc Sovereign pro¬ 
cure for a dutiful and loyal people. 

The prindcs and ftates which have been engaged with us in 
this war, being, by treaties, intitled to have their feveral intc- 
relUfecurcd at a peace, I will no^nnly do mv utmoft to pro¬ 
cure «every one of th^m all rcafonablc fatisfadion; but 1 
fliall alfo unite witli tliem, in the liricteft engagements, for 
continuing the alliance, in order to render the general peace 
fccure and lading. 

The bell way to have this treaty effe^lual, will be to make 
early provifion for the campaign : therefore, I mud alk of you. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, the nccelfary fupplics, 
for the next year’s war: and I do mod earnedly recommend 
to you to make fuch difpatch therein, as may convince oor 
enemies, that, if wc cannot obtain a good peace, we are pre¬ 
pared to carry on the war with vigour. 

Whatever you gi' e will be dill in your own power to ap¬ 
ply : and I doubt not, but in a little time after the opening of 
l^te treaty, we lhall be able to judge of its event. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

As I have had your chccrlul aflldance for the carrying on 
this long and chargeable War, fo I alTiire myfdf, that no true 
protedanr, or g».ocl Itibied, will envy Britain, or me, the glory 
and fatisladion ot t ruling the fame byajud and honciirable 
peace for us, and ali our allies. 

• Such a peace w'ill give new life to our foreign trade ^ and 
I (hall do my utmod to improve that happy opporinnity to 
encourage our home manufadiircs; which will tend to the 
eaCngof my fubjedls in th.-rf exceifne charge they now' He 
under in maintaining the poor ; and to corieil and redtefs fuch 

abufes 
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nbufes ns may have crept into any part of the adminHlration 
during fo long a war. 

"• I cannot conclude without earncllly recommending to you 
all unanimity, and that you will carefully avoid every thing 
whkrh may give occafion to the enemy to think us a people 
divided atnongll ourfelvcs; and, confequently, prevent our 
obtaining that gwd peace, of which we have fuch reafonable 
hopes; and fo near a view. 

1 pray God direct your confnltations to this end, that, being 
delivered from the hardfhips of war, you may become a happy 
and a flourilhing people. * 


hy the Houjt, of Commons to her Dec, 8, 1711* 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

your Majelly’s moft dutiful and loyal#fubjc£ls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in JParliament alfcmbled, 
beg leave to return our fmcerc and hearty thanks for your Ma- 
jefty’s moft gracious fpeech from the thrtsne; wherein your Ma- 
jefly, by exprediug your great care and concern, in fo particular 
a mamier, for the protedant religion, which, above .all things, 
is moft dear to us; for ihofe laws and liberties which make 
us peculiarly happy above other nations ; and for the fucceflion 
of the hotjfe of Hanover, as limited by Parliament, upon 
which the future fecurity of our religion, laws, and liberties, 
depends ; has given us a frefti demonftration, that your Ma- 
jefty has nothing fo much at heart, as the fafety and happinefs 
of your people. 

Having an entire confidence in yofir Majefty’s wifdom and 
goodnefs, in your honour and jufticc to your allies, and in 
your particular care of your own fubjc£ls, we cannot but exprefs 
our fatisfa£tiou in what your Majcfty has been pleafed to de¬ 
clare, of the juft and honourable peace your Majcfty has in 
viewt 

This was the end for which your Majcfty entered into the 
warj and nothing can add more to the glory of your reign, 
than, after the many unparalleled fuccfcfl'es in the cotirfe of this 
war, to have your Majefty conclude it with the blcflingof, 
fuch a peace; which, we cannot doubt, will he rendered fcs- 
cure and lading by your Majefty's purfiiing the wife rcfolu- 
tion you have taken, of entering into the ftrideft engagements 
for continuing the alliance to that end. 

And we prefume to alTure your Majefty, we will take all 
poflible care to preferve that unanimity your Majcfty has re¬ 
commended to us \ and ufe our iitmoft endeavours to difappoinr^^ 

G g 2 9 $ ' 
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as well the arts and defigns of ^thofe who, for private views, 
may delight in war, as the hopes the enemies may have vainly 
entertatned of receiving advantage from an> divifion among us< 
We entirely concur \vith your Majelly, that the belt way to 
brin^ this treaty to good is to make an early prov Uion 

for the next campaijm : for which purpofe, notwiihifanding 
the heavy burden^ which, during this long and cxpirnfive war, 
your Majesty’s fubje<fls have tmdergone, \vc will, v,i.h the 
greateft alacrity, grant fuch eflc£lual and fpeedy liipplier, as 
lhall enable your Majefi.y to carry on the war with vigour ; 
and convince your cneinitr, if the intended negociaiions fhould 
prove incfltdlwal, that no amufements nor attcuripts whaifocvcr 
can alter our tmi ai;d fteJfaft refoliition of fujipJr'-ting the 
belt ol fovereigns in carrying on fo jult a war, tilft*^ fah* 
lading, and honourable peace may be procured for ythi Ma- 
jefly, and all your allies. 


Htr MiijcJiy i AnJvL'tfy Dec. II, 171 r. 

^T^HTS very dutiful addrefs is what I expc£ted from the 
zeal and btyalty ot fuCh an Hoi^fe of Commons; i re¬ 
turn you iiiy hearty thanks for the conhdcriLe you have in me; 
I entirely rely upon your alfuranccs ; and you may depend 
upon my afFedlion, and care for your interclls. 


MiJJagi from her Aiojtjiy to the Houfe of Commons^ January 

14, 1/12. 

Anne R. ’ 

pjEll Majefty ftilly determined to have been perfonally pre- 
* fent in Pa.liament this day; but, being prevented by a 
fudden return of the gout, her Majclty, in hopes llte may, by 
the blelTing of God, be able to fpeak to both her Houfes of 
Parliament on Thiirfilay next, defires this Houfe may forth¬ 
with adjourn itfelf to I'huifday next, the fevcnteenlh of this 
inftant January. 


Mcjfage from her Majejiy to the Houfe of Commons, January 

ly , 1712. 

Anne R. 

^ER Majefty, not having yet recovered ftrength enough, 
fince .the return of the gout,, to be prefent this day in 
•erfon i and being unwilling that the public bufinefs ihould 
* receive 
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receive any delay, thinks communlcatd to this Houfe the 
fuUitajices of what Ihe intended to have fpoke. 

At the <)peiiing ot this fcihoii, hei Majelly acquainted her 
Parliament, that both time ai»d place we.e appointed for’the 
meeting of the pli ripotentiaiies of all the confederates, la 
treJt with thofc ol the enemy concerning a general peace: and 
alfo exp relied the cure v. hich Ihe intended to take of all her 
allies, and the Itiicl union in w'hich Ihc propofed to join with 
them,* in order to <ibtain a good peace, and to guarantee and 
fupp ’rt it when obtained. 

Her Majt'fty can r.ow tejl you, that her plenipotentiaries arc 
arrived at Utrecht, and have begun, in purfiiance of her in- 
ftru6lion^^' efincert the nioft proper ways of procuring a 
juft f^i'dadion to all in alliance with her, according to their 
“Ifeve^i treaties^ and pariiculatly with relation to Spain and 
the wVft Indies, 

You may depend on her Majefly’s communicating to her 
Parliament the terrtis of peace before the Lm» ihall be con* 
eluded. . 

7 'he world will now fde how groun.llefs thefe reports are 
which have been fpread abroad, by nfen of evil intentions, to 
ferve the worft defigns, as if a feparate peace had been treated ; 
for which there has not been the Icaft c jlour given. 

Her Majelly’s minilters have diredions to propof,*, that a 
day may be fixed for the finilhing, as was done lor the com¬ 
mencement, of this treaty; and, in the mean time, all the 
preparations are haftening for an early campaign. 

The zeal which this Houfe has already exprefted is a fure 
pledge, that they will proceed in giving the necelfary difpatch 
to the fupplies which have been alked ot them. 

Her Majefty finds it necelfary to obferve, how great licence 
is taken in publifhing falfe and fcandalous libels, j fuch as are 
a reproach to any government: this evil feems to be grown 
too ftrong for the laws now in force: it is therefore recom¬ 
mended to you to find a remedy equal to the mifehief. 

St, yames^Sf I'jth yanuary, 1712. # 


Addrefi by the Houfe of Commons to her Majefly^ fan, 18, 17x2. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s nnfoft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfembled^ 
appear before your Majefty, with the greateft fatisfadion, to 
return our moft humble thanks for your Majefty's gra¬ 
cious mcifage. 

G g 3 Your 
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Your Majefty'lias, oo ati occafions, fliewn luch a tender* 
iicfs and regard to the welfare of your people, and fuch a 
generous and difinterelled concern for the fupport and advan-' 
uge of your allies, in fo many inrtances, during the profecu- 
tion of the prefent war, that we have no reafiui to doubt your 
Majelly’s care of both in a treaty of peace; and that ^h« 
molt proper ways will be concerted of procuring a juft fatis- 
fadlion to all in alliance with your Majefty, according to their 
feveral treaties; and particularly with relation to Spaih and 
the Weft Indies: however, wc think ourfelves obliged, with 
the greateft gratitude, to acknowledge your Majefty’s goodnefs 
and condefccnfion, in promifing to communicate to your Par¬ 
liament the terms for a general peace bcfort'-tb“ fame fliall 
be concluded : and this, if any thing can, mull entirely iilencc 
thofe feditious reports that have been induftrioufly ain^^i:ali 
ciouily fpread abroad, to the dilhonour of yotir Majcft^, that 
a feparate peace has been treated ; wdiich can have been raifed 
only by fomft fadlious incendiaries, who; to cover their own 
difaffedtion to the prefept eftablilhmcnt and adminiftration, and 
fuch defigns as they have not dared publicly to own, endea¬ 
vour to diftradl your fubjcdls with unreafoiiable and groiuidlefs 
diitiufts and jcaloufies. 

Youy Majefty’s approbation of the zeal your faithful Com¬ 
mons have already exprelfed for railing the ncccllary lupplits 
will engage them fo continue their application, and to giv« 
all polVible difpatch thereunto. 

We are \cry fenlible how much the liberty of the prcis is 
abufed, by turning it into fuch a liccntioiifnefs as is a jult rc»- 
proach to the nation ; iince not only lalfe and fcamlalous libels 
are printed and pi.bliflied againlt your Mi^efty’s government, 
but the nu'ft horrid hlafpheniics againlt God and religion: anti 
we beg leave humbly lo aPuie your Majelty, that we will du 
our utmoll to find out a reincdy equal to this mifehief, and that 
,inay cftljlluaily cure ii. 


McJJa?e from ha Majefty to the Houfe of Commons^ fan* 21,171^* 
i^NNE R. 

H er Majeily flunks fit to inform the Houfe, that in pur- 
fuance of an intiiidcd, “ A6l for granting to her 
Majeliy feveral duties on coals, tor building fifty new churehes 
IP and about the cities of London and Weltminfter, and 
fuburbs thereof, and other purpofes therein mentioned Ihe 
ilTued* her commiftion, under die great feal of Great Britain, 

authoiifin^ 
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aatTiorifing fcveral pcrfuas jo execute thc^ powers therein 
mentioned ; 

I'hat her Majefty, finding, by the report of the commif- 
ffoners, that they have not been able, within the time limited, 
fully to anfwcr the purpofes of the faid commillion, earnellly 
reciAnmends to her Parliament, that the time may be enlarged 
lor efFefting this wdrk ; and fuch farther powers may be given, 
as (hall appear necelFary to render her Majefty’s pious inten¬ 
tions more etfedFiial. 


Her Majejiy s Anfwer tomthe lafi Addrcfi^ Jan. 22, 1712. 

J HAVE recciy,ed fo many proofs of the loyalty of this Houfe 
of C^.'iiinons, and of their love of our country, that the 
ar^wer which I can return to this moft dutiful addrefs is, 
to giVw you my hearty thanks for it \ and to repeat not only 
that good opinion which 1 have of my Commons, but alfo 
my ail'uranccs, that the confidence which you place in me 
lhall be anfwcred by my utmoll endeavours to promote the 
fafety and advantage of all my fubjecls. * 


A Reprefentation to her Majefty by the Houfe of CemmenSf 

Alaub I, 1712 . 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament uiVcmbled, 
having nothing fo much at heart as to enable your Majefty to 
bring this long and expeniive war to an honourable and happy 
conclullon, have taken it into our moft ferious confidcralion, 
how the ncceftary fupplics to be provided by us may be heft 
applied, and the common caufc may, in the moft elFcdlual 
manner, be carried on by the united force of the whole con¬ 
federacy : we have thought ourfclvcs obliged, in duty to your 
Majefty, and in difeharge of the truft repofed in us, to in¬ 
quire into the true ftatc of the war in all its parts: we have 
examined what ftipulations have been entered into between 
your Majefty and your allies ; and how far fuch engagements 
iiave, on each fide, been made good ; we have confidcred the 
diftcrent interefts which the confederates have in the fuccefs of 
this w^ar ; and the different fliares they have contributed to its 
fupport: we have, with our utmoft care and diligence, endea¬ 
voured to difeover the nature, extent, and charge, of it; to 
the end, that by comparing the weight thereof with our own' 
Arcngth, we might adapt the one to the other, in fuch mea- 

G g 4 furc. 
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fure, as neither to continue youf’ Majcfty’s fubje£is under a 
heavier burden than in rcafon and juft ice they ought to bear ; 
nor deceive your Majefty, your allies, and ourfclves, by un¬ 
dertaking more than the nation, in its prefent circumflances, 
is able to perf -rm. 

Your Majcfty nas been gracioufly pleafed, upon our hunnfblc 
application*’, to order fuch matenals to be laid before us, as 
have furnilhed us with the necclfary information upon the par¬ 
ticulars we have iiuiuiied into : and whv,'n we lhall have laid 
before your Majelly our oblcrvations and humble advice upon 
this fubjed, we promife to ourfclves this happy fiuit from it, 
that, if your Majefly's generous and good piirpofes for the 
procuring a fafe and lailing peace ihould, thiougbuthe obrti- 
nacy ot the enemy, or by any other means, be unhapjj?ily de¬ 
feated, a true knowledge and umlerflanding of the pad C'^ndm? 
of the war, will be the beii foundation for a more frugal and 
equal management of it for the time to come. 

In Older to,/akc a more perfed view of what vve propofed, 
and that v. e might be able to fcl the wliole before your Ma- 
jefty in a irne light, wc have thowj ht it neccH'ary to go back 
to the beginning of the war ; and beg leave to obferve the 
motives and reafon.s upon whLli liis laic Majcfty King VV'illiam 
engaged hrft in it: the treaty of the grand alliance explains 
thofe reafons to be, for the fupnorling the pretenfions of bis 
Imperial Majcfty, tlien adnally engaged in a war with the 
Frene'h King, who had ufurped the entire Spanllh monarchy 
for his grandfon, the Duke of Anjou ; and for the aftiiling the 
States General, w'ho, by the lofs of their barrier againft France, 
were then in the fame, or a more dangerous condition than if 
they were adually invaded: as thefe were the juft and necef- 
fary motives for undertaking this war, fo the ends propofed to 
be obtained by it were equally wnfe and hononiable; for, a? 
they arc fet forth in the eighth article of the fame treaty, they 
appear to have been, the procuring an equitable and reafonable 
fatisfadion to his Impciial iVlajefty, and fulrleient fecurities 
for the dominions, provinces, navigation, and commerce, of 
the King of Great Britain, and the States General; the making 
effedual provifn n, that the two kingdoms of T ranee and Spain 
ihould never be united under the fame government; and par¬ 
ticularly, that the French ftiould never get into the poftcllion 
of the Spanifh Weft Indies, or be permitted to fail thither, 
upon the account of traffic, under any pretence whatfoever ; 
and laftly, the fecuring to the fubjeds of the King of Great 
Britain, and the States General, all the fame privileges and 
lights of comn erce throughout the whole dominions of Spain, 
as they enj yed before the death of Charles II. King of Spain, 



(’ 457 ) 

by virtue of any treaty, ag^ement, cuflom^ or any other way 
whatfoever: for the obtaining ihefe ends, the three confede¬ 
rated powers engaged to alfilt one another with their whole 
•force, according to fuch proportions as lljould be fpecified in 
a.particular convention afterwards to be made fur that pur- 
pofe : we do not find, that any fuch convention was ever, ra¬ 
tified ; but it appears, that there was an agreement concluded* 
which, by common confent, was undcrilood to be binding 
uponPeach party refpeftively ; and according to which, the 
proportions of Great Britain were, from the beginning, re¬ 
gulated and founded ; the terms of that agreement were, that, 
for the fervicc at land, his Imperial Majefty Hiould furnilh 
90,000 men ; the King of Great Britain 40,000 ; and the 
Stales General 102,000; of which there were 42,000 intended 
• to /oppiy their garrifons, and 60,000 to a£f againrt the com¬ 
mon ‘ nemy In the field : and, with regaid to the operations 
of the war at fea, they were agreed to be performed jointly 
by Great Britain and the States General; thi^quota of Blips 
to be fiirnilhed for that fervice being, five-eighths on the 
part of Great Britain, and three-eighths on the part of the 
States General. • 

Upon this foot the w^ar began in the year 1702 ; at which 
time •the wliolc yearly expenfe of it to Kngland amounted to 
3,706,494/. a very great charge, as it then thought by 
your Majclly’s fubjects, after the Ihort interval of eafe they had 
enjfiyed from the burden of tiie former war; but yet a very 
moderate proportion, in coiiiparifoa v/itfi the load w^hich hath 
fince been laid upon them ; lor it appear:, by cl'timates given 
in to your Commons, that the fiims ncccifary to carry on the 
fervice for this prefent year, in the fame manner as it was per¬ 
formed the lafl: year, amount to more than 6,960,000/. beiides 
interell, for the public debt, and the deficiencies accruing the 
laft year; which two articles require 143,000/. more; fo 
that the whole demands upon your Commons are arifen to 
mure than eight millions tor the prefent annual fupply: wc 
know yonr Majelly’s tender regard for the welfare of your 
people will make it uneafy to you to hear of fo great a pref- 
fure as this upon them ; and as we are allured’it fully con¬ 
vinces your Majefty of the ncccifiry of our prefect inquiry* 
-fo we beg leave to reprefent to yon, from what caufes, and 
by what fteps, this immenfc charge appears to have grown 
upon us. 

'I'he fervice at fea, as it hath been very large and extenfive 
in itfelf, fo it hath been carried on, through the whole courfe 
of the war, in a manner highly difadvantageous to your Ma- 
jefly and your kingdom ; for the necellity of affairs requiring 

3 that 
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that gfcat fleets fh(ftild[ be fitted ouf every year, as well for the 
indintaining a fuperiority in the Mediterranean, as for op- 
poliiig niiy foice which the enemy might prepare, either at 
Dunkirk, or in the ports of Well France, your Majelty’s ex¬ 
ample and readinefs, in fitting out your proportion of IhipS 
for all parts of that fervice, have been fo far from prevailing 
‘with the States General to keep pace with you, that they have 
been deficient every year to a great degree, in proportion to 
what your Majelty hath furnilhed; fometimes no Icfs fhan 
two-thirds, and generally more than half, of their quota :■ 
from hence your Majelly has been ojjliged, for the preventing 
difuppotntmcnts in the moll prclling fervices, to fupply thofe 
deficiencies by additional reinforcements of your own Ihips: 
nor hath the linglc incrcafe of fuch a charge been the only ill 
conreqiicncc that attended it; for, by this means, the de^tvuf 
the navy hath been enhanced, fo that the difcoiints arilingtjpon 
the credit of it have alfc( 5 lod all other parts of the fervice: 
from the fame’ caufe, your Majelly's lliips of war have been 
forced, in greater iiuinl^crs, to continue in remote feas, and 
at unfeafonablc times of the year, to the greater damage and 
decay of the Rritilb nav^: this allb hath been the occafion 
that your Majclly hath been llraitcned in your convoys for 
trade i your coall'» liavc been expofed, for want of a fufficient 
number of criil'/ers to guard them ; and you have been dif- 
ablcd from aiiiioving the enemv in their moft beneficial com- 
ifierce with the Welt Indie*-, from whence they have received 
thofe vaft I'upplics of treal'ure, without which they could not 
have fupported the expenfes of this war. 

That part of the war wi.ii.h hath been canied on in 
Flanders, was at firll immediately iieceflary to the fecurity of 
the States General, and hath lince brought them great acqui- 
iitlons, both of revenue and dominion: yet, even there, the 
original proporti«nis have been departed from, and, during the 
courfe of the war, have been tiiiLing by degrees, on the part 
of Holland; fo that, in this lalt year, wc find the number in 
which tin.) fell llioit t)f their three-fifths to your Majefty’s 
two-fifths, to have been 20,837 men : we arc not unmindful, 
that in the year 1703 a treaty was made between the two na¬ 
tions, for a joint augmentation of 20,000 men ; wherein the 
proportions were varied, and England confented to take halt 
upon itfelf: but it having been annexed, as an exprefs con¬ 
dition, to the grant of the faid augmentation in Parliament, 
that tlie States Gincral flioiild prohibit all trade and commerce 
with France ; and that condition having not been performed 
by them, the Commons think it reafonable, that the firll rule, 
of three to two, ought to have taken place again, ss well in 
z that 
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that as in other fubfequen^ augmentation^; more efperially 
vrhcn they confider, that the revenues of thofe rich iirovinccs 
which have been conquered would, if they were dsuy . pp icci, 
maintain a great number of new additional fi rccs againfi the 
common enemy; notwilliftanding Mhich, the Slates General 
haVc raifed none upon that account, but make ulV of thofe 
frclh fiipplics only to eafe iheinfclvcs in the charge of their 
£rft eftablifhed quota. 

As* in the progrefs of the war in Flanders, a dirproporlion 
was foon created to the prejudice of Fngland, (o the very be¬ 
ginning of tlie war in Portugal brought an unequal lhare of 
burden upon us : for altiiough the iiinperor and the States 
General Wf*re equally parties with your Mnjefty in the treaty 
with the King of Portugal, yet the Emperor neither tnrniJhinj^ 
^ ''is^fhird part of the troops and fublulies Uipuiated for, nor tht 
Dutch confenting to take an equal lhafe of his Imperial Ma- 
jelfy’s dcfedl upon theinfelves, your Majclly hath been obliged 
to furnilh two-thirds of the entire expenfe crea^^^d by that fer* 
vice; nor has the inequality (topped there, for ever fincc.the 
year 1706, when the Englilh and Dutch forces marched out 
of Portugal into Cahilc, the Stale* General have entirely 
abandoned the war in Portugal, and left your Majcfly to pro- 
feciite* it, fuiglv, at your own charge ; which you have ac- 
cojdingly done, by replacing a greater number of troops there 
than eveu at fidt you took tipon you to piuvidc: at the fame 
time, your Majefty’s generou'^ endeavours for the fwpport and 
defence of the King or Portugal have been but ill fcconded by 
that Prince himfclf t for noiwitliflanding that, by his treaty, 
he had obliged himfelf to furnilli i?.,coo fool, and 3000 horfe, 
upon his ow'n account, befides 11,coo foot, and 2000 horfe 
more, in coniidcration of a fublid/ paid him ; yet, according 
to the belt information your Commons can procure, It appears, 
that he liath fcarcc, at any time, furniflied 13,000 men in tlx 
whole. 

In Spain, the war liath been more unequal and burdenfome 
to your Majefty than in any other branch of it; for, being 
commenced w ithout any treaty whalfoever, the allies have al- 
molt wholly declined taking any part of it upon thcmfelves; 
a finall body of Eiig'iiih and Dutch troops were fent thither 
in the year 1705, not as being thought fulficient to fupport a 
regular war, or to make the conquefi of fo large a country, 
but with a view only of allifling the Spaniards to fet King 
Charles upoa the throne, occalioncd by the great alliiranccs 
which were given of their inclinations to the houfe of Aullria: 
but this expectation failing, England was infenlibly drawT. into 
aa ellablilhcd war, under all the difadvantages of ilic dlftanct: 
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of the pinre, anti feeWe cfTors^of the other allies: the ac¬ 
count wt* h.'ve ‘.o l iy Iv.fore yoiir r, >'«n this, h^. i is, 

that i iir uiuicital iiu^ wa*- cn’cicfl i p- n at iht paiti- 

cular ami t-.HiiJl n quclh t-f the In.ptrMl «.oi:rr, and tor a* 
caufe ot no l.-fs l!v.])ortaiue and cor :ern tf) tlicm than the re- 
dming the Spandh ntonarchy to the houfe of Auft'ia ; yet 
neither the late emperors, nor his prefent Impeiial Majelly, 


have e\xr had any htrees there on tiitir own account lill tlte 
laft year ; and thv.n only one regiment of foot, confillidg of 
2000 men : thoiitih the Slates (iinerul have contributed fome- 


thing more to tins fcrvicc. yet tlnir lhare alfo hadi been incon- 
iuicrable, for in the fpacc of tour years, from 1705 t<; 1708, both 
incluiive, all the foiccs ihey have feiit iitio that country have not 
CKCceded I 2 , 1 C 0 men ; and irom the year 1708 to this time 
ttiey have not f nt any torccs or recruits vtdiatloever : to*y;^iii^ 
Majedy’s care and charge the recovery of that kingdoi]>l h 
been, in a manner, wholly Ittt, as if none cife were interelled 
or concerned it ; and the forces wiiich your Majefty hath 
fent^ into Spain in titc fpacc of feven years, from 1705 to 
1711, both inclufivc, Pave amotimcd to no IcTs than 57,973 
men; bcftdcs thirteiu b^salions and eighteen fquadronb, for 
which your Majtdy hath p.iid a fublidy to the Eit'peror: how 
great the eltablii'hed expenfe of fuch a number of men hath 
been, yotir Majelly very well knows, and your Commons very 
fenfibly feel: but the v%eight will be found much greater, w'hen 
it is confidered how many heavy articles of unufual and ex¬ 
traordinary charge hath attended this remote and difficult fer- 
vicc ; all which have been entirely defrayed by your Majelly, 
except that one of tranfporting the few forces which were fent 
by the States General, and the vidtialling of them during their 
tranfpoitatiun only : the accounts delivered to your Commons 
(hew, that the charge of your Majelly’s (hips and velfels em¬ 
ployed in the fcrvicc of the war in Spain and Portugal, 
reckoned after the rate of four pounds a man per month, from 
the' time they failed from hence till they returned, were loft, 
or put upon other fervices, hath ainountcd to 6,540,966/. 141. 
the charge of tranfports on the part of Great Britain, for 
carrying on the war in Spain and Portugal, from the beginning 
of it till this time, hath amounted to 1,336,719/. igs. iidi 
that of vi£lualling land Ibrces for the fame fervice to 
583,770/. 8j. (id. and that of contingencies and other extra¬ 
ordinaries, for the fame fervice, to 1,840,353/. 

We Ihould take notice to your Majefty of feveral fums paid 
vpoa account of contingencies, and extraordinaries in Flan¬ 
ders, making together the fum of one million one hundred and 
feven thoufand ninety-fix pounds j but we arc not able to 

make 
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make any comparifon of tlfcm with what the States General 
have txpcivled upon the fame he^.c!, havii.g no fuch Hate of 
.their extrai>rflinary cliarce bifoie us. 

T hcic remains, thciefore, but one par^ic^:lar more for your 
M.jj“liy’s f bfi i\ aiiwu ; winch aiifcs irom the fubinJies paid to 
foixign Princes : ihcfc, at the beginning of the war, were 
borne in equal proponiou by your Majclly, a. d the StatesGe- 
ncrai^ but, in this inflance al( >, tlic balance i a'.h been caft in 
pit i' H e to yniir Majeity : for it appears, that your Majefty 
ha'.li liiice aiivi-nc' J, more than your equal pioporlion, three 
niilli‘j'1'. one hundied an?! liity-fue thou anJ ciO'Mis. bel'ides 
cxiraoreiiuxi.. paid in Italy, and not included in any of the 
fori goii g Uitichs, w hi' h arjfc to five hundred ihirty-nine tliou- 
. fand five htiii l.'cd fitty tiiree pounds. 

Wr* hnv«' la.dth-fe (everal pirticulars be‘'orc yourMajcfly in 
the <h Mtcil manner we havt b,‘en able: and by an ellimate, 
groiin<led o'i tl.e psecediog fai ls, it does appear, that, over 
and ahftVv- t}>. r. o.as or. th.e part of Great Pritain anlwcring to 
tin fe c'^n. - ibnf. tl by your,alias, more titan nine ten millions 
have b-.en ^vp(^^de<l by your Majetty, during the enurfe of 
thi‘ war, by nay of furphifage, ('r exceeding in balance; of 
v.'i'ic;i not.c of the conti derates have furnilhed any thing what- 
foever. 

It is A iih very great concern, that we fi^d fo much occafion 
giv'.-n us to ivprtfent how ill an nfe hath been made of your 
Aljjelty s and your fubjects’ zeal for the common caufe : that 
tla infereft of that canfe hath not been pM porti 'nahly promoted 
by it; but others only have been eaf d, at your M:iieily’s and 
your fubjei 51 s’ eolls ; and have been connived at in laying their 
part of thebtmlin upon this kit gJom, ahhough they have, 
upon all accounts, betii equally, and, in moU iefpe£ls, much 
more neaily coi.ccrucd than Biitaiu, in the i;fue of the war: 
wc art perfuaded your Majellv will tiunk it pardonable in us, 
■with fome rtfentment, to co.i plain of the little regard which 
fomc of tiiofe whom your Majclfy of late years intruded, have 
fhe’.vn to the intercfls or llicir country, in gi'ing way, at leaft, 
to fnch unreafonablc impofiiion- upnn it, it not, in fome mea- 
fure, lontrivirig them: the coi.rle of which imprditions hath 
been fo finenlar and extraordinary, that the more the wealth of 
this nation hath been exhaullcd, and the more youi Mijefty’s 
arms have been attended with fuccefs, the heavier h?th been the 
burden laid upon us ; whillf, on the other hand, the more vi¬ 
gorous your Majcfly’s efforts have been, and the greater the 
advantages w hich have redounded thence to your allies, the 
piore thufe allies have abated in their fhare of the expenfe. 


At 
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At the firft entrance into this war, the Commons were Iii- 
cliiccd to exert tliemfelves in the extraordinary manner they did, 
and to grant fuch large fiipplics as had been unknown to formei» 
ages, in hopes thereby to prevent the mifehiefs of a lingering 
war 1 and to bring that in which they were nr ceffarily engaged 
to’ a fpeedy concliifion : but they have been very unhappy in the 
event, whilft they have fo much rcafon to fufpefl:, that what 
was intended to Ihortcn the war, ha'h proved the very cawfe of 
its long continuance ; Tm' tliofc to whom the proiits of it have 
accnievi, have been difp (od not cafily to ft»rcgo them : and 
your Majefty will fioin ih'-nce dif ern ‘he true rc.ifon why fo 
many have delighted in a wliKii bionght in fo rich an har- 
vtll, ycaily, from Cireat Hiitaln. 

We are a*) far from dciiriii:', as we kinnv y<^ur Majcfly "Skili 
be from concluding any peace, but upon fate and honotirablc 
terms : and we are far from iiUend-ng to txcifo ourlL'Wi. from 
'railing all nec^Tary ar.vi poliihle fiipp!if*s for an effcclual profe- 
cutiem of the w'ar, til; Inch a peace can be obtained ; all that 
yotir faithful Commons'aim at, all ^hat they wilh, is an equal 
tronctirrence from the other powers engaged in alliance wilh 
your Majclly’, and a jnll application of what hath been already 
gained from the euciry, towards promoting the common 
canfe. Several large countries and territories have been reftored 
tothehoufeof An fin a ; fiich as the kingdom of Naples, the 
duchy of Milan, and other places in Italy; others have beei\ 
conquered, and added to their dotrunions ; as the two eleflo- 
fates of Bavaria and Cologjic, the duchy of Mantua, and the 
bilhopric of Liege: thefc having been reduced in great mca- 
,ftire, by our blood and treafure, may, wc hun.blv conceive, 
with great rcafon, be claimed to come in aid towards carrying 
on the war in Spain: and therefore, we make it our carneft 
requelt to your Majefty, that you will give inllru6tions to 
your rr.inilters tO inliit with tlic l''mperor, that the revenues of 
thofe fevcral places, excepting only fnih a portion thereof as is 
necelfary tor their defence, be ailnally fo applied : and as to 
the other parts of the war, to which your Majclly hath obliged 
yoiirfclt by particular irea*ics to contribute, we humbly befeech 
your Majefty, that you will bo plcafed to take cffeitual care, 
that your allies do .perform their parts (lipulatcd by thofe trea¬ 
ties ; and that yo'ir Majefty uill, for the t'iturc, no otherways 
• furnifh troop', or pay fubtidies, than in proportion to what 
your allies flial! ac'lnaliy furnifli ant! pay. Wnen this inftice is 
done to your Majefty and toyonr people, there is nothing which 
your Commons w ill not clicerfiilly grant towards fupporting 
your Majclly in tiic caiif'c in which you are engaged: and 

wliatevey 
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■wfiatcver furthel* (hall appei^r to be necelTary for carrying on 
the war, either at fea or lam!, we will eftedtnally enable yonr 
.Majcdy to bear your rcafonable f};are of aiiy foch expenfe; and 
will fpare no fupplies v/hich your fulreds arc able, with thtir 
utmoft efforts, to afford. 

After having inquired into, and conlldcTed the ftatc of the 
Tvar, in which the part your Majclly has borne appears to have 
been,not only fuperior to that of any one ally, but even cqital 
to that of the whole confederacy, your Commons I’aturally 
inclined to hope, that they fhould find care had been taken 
fccuring fome particulaf advantages to Britain in the 
terms of a future peace, fuch as might afford a profpecl of 
making the nation amends in time tor (hat irameiifc treafure 
w^ich hath been expended, and thofe heavy debts which have 
been contrafted in the courfc of fo long and burdenfome a war; 
this reafonable expectation could no way have been better an- 
fwered, than by fome provifion made for the further fecurity, 
and the greater improvement of the commerce of (ireat Britain: 
))ut we find ourfelves fo v<iry far difajlpointcd in thefe hopes, 
that, In a treaty not long fince conchidcd hctwxen your Majclly 
and the States General, under colour of a mutual guarantee 
given, for two points of thegreateft impoitancc to both nations, 
the fuccedion and the barrier, it appears, the intereft of Great 
Britain hath been not only negle(flcd, but facrificed ; and that 
feveral articles in the faid treaty are dcflruCfivc to the trade and 
welfare of this kingdom ; and therefore highly difhonourable to 
your Majefly. 

Your Commons ohferve, in the firfl place, that feveral towns 
and places arc, by virtue of this treaty, to be put into the hands 
of the States General; particularly Nieuport, Denclermonde, 
and the caftle of Ghent; which can in no (l-nfe be looked upon 
as part of a barrier againif France ; but being the keys of the 
Netherlands tow'ards Britain, miifl make the trade of your Ma- 
jefty’s fubjeCts in thofe parts precarious, and, whenever the 
States think fit, totally exclude them from it; the pretended 
necefllty of putting thefe places into the hands of the States Ge¬ 
neral, in order to fecure to them a communication with tlieir 
barrier, muft appear vain and groundlcfs ; for the fovercignty 
of the Low Countries being not to remain to an enemy, but to 
a friend and an ally, that communication mull be always 
fecure and uninterrupted ; bcfidcs, that in cafe of a rupture, 
or any attack, the States have full liberty allowed them to thke 
pofleffion of all the SpaniOi Netherlands, and therefore needed 
no particular ffipulation for the towns above-mentioned. 

Having taken notice of this concelfion made to the State.s Gc- 
jieral, for feizing upon the whole ten provinces; w’e cannot 

but 
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but obferve to your Majefty, that •in the manner this article Is 
tramed, it is another dangerous circmnftancc.which attends 
this treaty : for had fuch a provilion been confined to the cafe 
of an apparent attack from France only, the avowed dcfigii of 
this treaty had been fulfilled, and your ivJajefly’s inlhuclioi'.s to 
ymir ambalfador had been purfned ; but this necefiary relhiclion 
nath been omitted ; and the fame liberty is granted ro the Sta'es 
to take poireflion of all the Netherlands, whenever they^ fhall 
' think thenifelves attacked by any oiht-r neighbouring naiicn, as 
when they fliall be in daiigci from France ; fo that ii it fimuld 
at anytime happen, which your Common., are very unwii'ing 
to fuppofe, that they (hould quarrel even with your MajeUy, 
thrriches, flrength, and advantageous lltuaiion of ihefe coun¬ 
tries, may be made ufe of againU yourfelf; without wb.ife 
jicrous and powerful afliftance the) had never been con.jiiored. 
To return to thofc ill confequcnccs which relate to the iiadc 
' of your kingdems ; w'e beg leave to obl’crve to your Majeity, 
thot though tfiis treaty revives, and renders your Majtliy a 

E to, the fourtecntlf and fifteei^lh articles of the treaty qf 
fter ; by virtue of vihicli, the impofltiinis upon all goods 
and merchandifes brought into ihe Spanifh Low Com tries by 
the fea, arc to equal thofe laid on goods and nierchandtfes im¬ 
ported by the Schcld, and the canals of Safs and Swyn, and other 
mouths of the fea adjoining; yet no care is taken to preferve 
that equality upon the exportation of thole gf (xls out of the 
Spaniili provinces, into thofe countries and placi*i| which, by 
virtue of this treaty, are to be in the pofllflion in tiue S’ates : 
the Gonfcquence of which mud in time be, and your Commons 
informed that in fome inilances it lias alrea-ly pn-ved to be 
the cafe, that the impofitions upon goods cairicd into thofe 
pountrics and places by the fnbjccls of the Siates General, will 
“betaken off, whiHt thofe upon the goods imported by your 
Majefty’s fiibjefts remain ; by which means, Great Britain 
will entirely Jofe this moll benelicial branch of trade, which it 
hath been in all ages poileircd of, even from the timic when thofe 
countries were'governed by the houfe of Bingnndy, one of the 
mcll ancient, as well j»s the mod ufcl'ul allies to the crown of 
England. 

With regard to the other dominions and territories of Spain : 
your Majedy’s fubjedts havealw-ays been didinguiihed in their 
commerce with them, and both by ancient treaties and an unin¬ 
terrupted ciidom, have enjoyed greater privileges and immuni- 
iks of trade, than citht-r the Hollanders, or any other nation 
Wbatfoever: and that wife and excellent treaty of the grand 
r Chance provides cffei^ually for the fecurity and continuance of 
thefft valuable privileges to Britain, in fuch a manner, as that 

e^ch 
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each nation might'be left at the end of the war upon the fame 
Foot as it rtood at the commencement of it; but this trciity we 
now complain of, iiiliead of confirming your fnbjeds’ rii;,hts,- 
furrenders and deltroys them : for although by the liAteenth and 
feventcenth articles of the treaty of Miiniter, made huwcen his 
Catholic Majefty 'and the States General, all advantages.of trade 
are ftipulated for, and granted to the Hollanders, equal to what 
•■^he En^lifli enjoyed i yet the crown of Englaiid r.ot being a 
pbrty to that treaty, the fubjeds of England have nev.r fubniitr 
tetrtfo thofe articles of It; nor even tlie Sp.miards thcmfclves 
everVbferved them: but this treaty revives thofe aitiiles m 
prejumce to Great Britain, and makes your Majefty a party to 
thetf’^nd even a guarantee to the Slates Cieneral for privileges 
^ agamft^ur own people. 

In ho>\deliberate and extraordinary a manner your Majefty’s 
ambaH'ador confented to depiive your fiibjeds of their ancient 
rights, and your Majefly of the power of procuring to them 
any new advantage, moft evidently ap|>cars liom his own let¬ 
ters, which by your Majefty’s dircdfionf have been laid before 
your Commons; for when matters of at^vanrage to your Majelly 
and to your kingdoms had been offered, as proper to be made 
parts of this treaty, they were refufed to be admitted by the 
States General, upon this reafon and principle, that nothing 
foreign to the guarantees of the fuccellion, and of the barrier, 
Ihould be mingled with them ; notwithltanding which, the 
States General had no fooner received notice of a treaty of com¬ 
merce concluded between your Majefty and the prefent Empe¬ 
ror, but they departed from the rule propofed before, and in¬ 
filled upon the article of which your Commons now complain : 
which article your Majelly’s ambafl'ador allowed of, although 
equally foreign to the fiiccelfion, or the barrier ; and although 
he had, for that reafon, departed from other articles which 
would have been for the fervice of his own country. 

We have forborne to trouble your Majefty with general ob- 
fervations upon this treaty, as it relates to and aftedfs the empire, 
and other parts of Europe: the mifehiefs which arife from it to 
Great Britain are what only we have prefumed humbly to re- 
prefent to you: as they are very evident, and very great; and, 
as it appears that the Lord Vifeount Tovynfliend had not any 
orders or authority for concluding feveral of thofe articles which 
are moft prejudicial to your Majefty’s fubjeds, we have thought 
we could do no lefs than declare your faid ambafl'ador, who ne¬ 
gotiated and figned, and all others who advifed the ratifying of 
treaty, enemies to your Majefty and to your kingdom. 

Upon thefe faithful informations and advices from you 7 
Commons, we alfure ourfelves your Majefty, in your great 
Yol.I. Hh goodnefr 
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goodnefs to your people, will rtfciie them from thofe evils 
which the private councils of ilUdeiigning men have expofed 
them to; and that in your great wifdom, you will find fome 
means for the explaining and amending the feveral articles of 
this treaty, fo as that they may cunfid vv ith the interelt of Great 
Britain, and with a real and lading fricndfhip between your 
Majedy and the States General. 


Her Majejly s Anjwer t Match 1712 . 

reprefentation is a further indance of that dutiful af* 
fedion to my fervice, and concern for the public ir.iw^cd, 
which this Houfe of Commons has always Ihewn. / « 

You may be affured that 1 will give fuch ordei;'. as -inali 
effectually anfwer what you defire of me in every particular. 


A Mefjagi froin her Majcjly, March 1712 . 

Anne R. 

TT having been certified to her Majedy, by the Earl of Straf- 
* ford, her ambaffador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to 
the States General of the United Provinces, that the colleftions 
for building a church at Rotterdam, wherein divine fervice is 
celebrated after the ufage of the church of England, for the 
beneht of the Qiieen’s fubjedls in that place, are not fufficient 
to complete the charge of that work by about tw o thoufand five 
hundred pounds, her Majedy thinks fit earnedly to recommend 
to the Houfe the making a provifion for the fame. 


Her Majejiy s moji gracious Speechy June 6, 1712. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'^HE making peace and war is the undoubted prerogative of 
the crown: yet fuch is the jud confidence 1 place in you, 
that at the opening of this fedion 1 acquainted you, that a ne* 
gotiation for a general peace was begun \ and afterwards, by 
meflages, I promifed to communicate to you the terms of peace 
before the fame ihould be concluded. 

In purfuance of that promife, I now come to let you know 
upon what terms a general peace may be made. 

1 need not mention the ditficulties which arife from the very 
natuit of this affair; and it is but too apparent, that thefe diifi> 

cultiet 
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culties have been increafcd by*other obftrufkions, artfully con¬ 
trived to hinder this great and good worlc. 

. Nothing, honever, has moved me from fteadily piirfuing, in 
the firft place, the true intertft of my own kingdoms; and I 
have not omitted any thing which might procure to all our allies 
what is due to them by treaties, and what is necetfary for their 
fecurity. 

-Thefcafliiring of the proteflant fucceflion, as by law eftablifli- 
ed}j in the houfe of Hanover, to thefe kingdoms, being what I 
hav^nearefl at heart, particular care is taken not only to have 
that wknowlcdged in the ftrongeft terms, but to have an addi- 
tionjiflecurity, by the removal of that perfon out of the domi¬ 
nions cC France, who has pretended todifturb this fettlement. 

iVie ^prehenfion that ^pain and the Wert Indies might be 
united to France, w as the cliicf inducement to begin this war ; 
and the efFe£lual preventing of fnch an union was the principle 
1 laid down at the commencement of this treaty.* 

Former examples and the late negotiation - I'urticlenlly (hew 
how dirticult it is to find means to accomplith this work. I 
would not content myfelf with fuch as*arc fpcculative, or de¬ 
pend on treaties only ; 1 infilled on what is folid, and to have 
at hand'the power of executing what Ihould be agreed. 

I can therefore now tell you, that France is at lall brought 
to offer, that the Duke of Anjou fhall, for himfelf and his de« 
feendants, renounce for ever all claim to the crown of France: 
and that this important article may be expofed to no hazard, the 
performance is to accompany the promife. 

At the fame time the liicceflion to the crown of France is to 
be declared, after the prefent Dauphin and his Tons, to be in 
the Duke of Berry and his fons, m the Duke of Orleans and 
his fons ; and fo on to the reft of the houfe of Hourbon. 

As to Spain and the Indies, the fiicceilion to thofe dominions* 
after the Duke of Anjou and his children, is to defeend to fnch 
prince as fhall be agreed upon at the treaty ; for ever excluding 
the rell of the houfe of Bourbon. 

For confirming the renunciations and fettlements beforemen- 
tioned, it is farther offered, that they (hall be ratified in the 
ntoft ftrong and folemn manner, both in France and Spain ; 
and that thofe kingdoms, as well as all the other powers en¬ 
gaged in the prefent war, (hall be guarantee to the fame. 

The nature of this propofal is fuch, that it executes itfelf: 
the intereft of Spain is to fupport it; and in France the perfons 
to whom that fuccelTion is to belong, will be ready and power¬ 
ful enough to vindicate their own right. 

France and Spain are now more efeftually divided than even 
and thus, by the blefifing of God, will a real balance of power 

H h a be 
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l)e fixed in Europe, and remain liable to as few accidents as hu* 
in'^kn affairs can oe exempted from. 

A treaty of commeice between thefe kingdoms and France 
has been entered upon ; but the exceffivc duties laid on fonic 
goods, and the prohibitions of others, make it impoflible ta 
hnilh this work fo foon as were to be defired; care is, however, 
taken to ellublilh a method of fettling this matter; and in the 
mean time, provifion is made, that the fame privileges and ad-*-- 
vantages as (hall* be granted to anv other nation by Fran^ffC, 
(hall be granted, in like manner, to us. / 

The divifioii of the illand of St.^Chriftopher between ij/ and 
the French, having been the caufc of great inconvenieni|y and 
damage to my fiibje£ls, I have demanded to have an nJno^tc 
cellion made to me of that whole ifland ; and France agrees to^ 
this demand. 

Our interefl: is fo deeply concerned in the trade of North 
America, that I have ufed my utmoft endeavours to adjuft that 
article in the moft beneficial manner: France confents to rcllore 
to us the whole bay and ft rails of^Hudfon ; to deliver up the 
ifland of Nt wfoundKinc], with Placentia ; and to make an ab- 
folure celiion of Annapolis, with the reft of Nova Scotia or 
Accadie. 

'rhe f.ifety of r)iir home trade will be better provided for by 
the demolition of Dunkirk. 

Our Mediterranean trade, and the Brltifh intereft and influ¬ 
ence in thole parts, will he fecured by the poffeflion of Gibral¬ 
tar and Port ivlahon, with the whole ifland of Minorca, whicb 
are offered rcni.iin in my hands. 

'Die trade to Spain and the Weft Indies may, in general, 
be fettled as it was in the time of the late King of Spain,Charles 
the Second ; and a particular provifion be made, that all ad¬ 
vantages, rights, or privileges which have been granted, or 
which may hereafter be granted, by Spain to any^othcr nation, 
fhall be, in like manner, granted to the fubjedts of Great 
Britain. 

But the part which we have borne in the profecution of this 
war, entitling us to fome diftin£lion in the terms of peace; I 
have infilled, and obtained, that the allicnto O’- contrad for 
furnilhing tjie Spajiilh Weft Indies with negroes, fhall be made 
with us tor the term of thirty years, in the fame manner as it 
has been enjoyed by the French for ten years. 

I.have not taken upon me to determine the interefts.of ouf 
confederates ; thefe muft be adjufted in the congrefs at Utrecht, 
where my beft endeavours fhall be employed, as they have hither-, 
to conftantly been, to procure to every one of.them ^11 juft and 
rcafonabie fatiifaction. In the meantime, I think it proper to 
3 ‘ ■ acquaint 
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Acquaint you, that France offers to make the*RhIne rhe Wrtic/ 
of the empire ; to yield Rrifac, the fort of Kehl, and Landau^; 
and to rafe all the fortrefles, both on the other fide of the Rhine, 
and in that river. 

As to the protcflant iniereft in Germany, there will be, op 
the part of France, no objection to the rcfciiling thereof on the 
foot of the treaty of Weftphalia. 

ThqSpanilh Low Countries may go to his Imperial Majef- 
tyii the kingdoms of Naples and Sardinia, the duchy of \iilan, 
an^the places belonging to Spain on tl:e coal! of Tufeanj^, 
mayVikewife be yielded, By the treaty of peace, to the Ein^ 
perori 

As So the kingdom or Sicily, though there remains no dlfpiitp 
coiA'er^ig the cellion of it by the Duke of Anjou, yet the dif- 
pofition tiasrcof is not yet determined. 

The intcrc /1 of the States General, with rcfpefl to commerce, 
are agreed to, as they have bjen demanded by their own minif- 
ters, with t!ie e\c,;plion only of fome very few Tpccies of mer* 
chandifes ; and the entire b4rrler, as defnanded by the States in 
J709, from France, except two or thr^e places, at mod. . 

As to thefe exceptions, I'evcral expedients are prepofed ; an^ 
I make, no doubt but tliis barrier may be fo fettled as to rendCif 
that Republic pcrfeCfly fexure againfl: any enterprize on the part 
of France, which is the foundation of all my engagements upon 
this head with the States. 

The demands of Portugal depending on the difpofition of 
Spain, and that article having been long in difptjtc, it has not 
yet been poflible to make any confiderablc progrefs therein , but 
my plenipotentiaries wdll now have an opportunity to alfift that 
King in his pretenfions. 

Fhofe of the King of Pruflia are fuch as I hope will admit of 
little difficulty on the part of France; and my utmollendeavours 
Ihall not be wanting to procure all I am able to fo good an 
ally. 

The difference between the barrier demanded for the Duke 
of Savoy in 1709, and the offers now made by France, is very 
inconfiderable; but that Prince having fo fignally diflinguiffied 
himfelf in the fervice of the common caufe, I am endeavouring 
to procure for him (till farther advantages. . 

France has confented that the Eledor Palatine fhall continue 
his' prefent rank among the electors, and remain in poffefliou 
of the Upper Palatinate. 

The eledoral dignity is likewife acknowledged in the houfe 
of Hanover, according to the article infer|,ed at that Prince’s 
defire, in my demands. 

H h 3 And, 
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And, as to the ref( of the ailj^s, I make no doubt of being 
able tp fecurd their feveral intereits. 

My Lords and Gentlerren, 

1 have now communicated to you not only the terms of peace, 
which may, by the future tn aty, be obtained for my own fiib- 
jeits, but likewife the propofals of France for fatisfying our 
allies. 

The former are fuch as I have reafon to cxpe£l to mcke n*./ 
jpeople fame amends for that great and nn^qiial burden, wUch 
they have lain under through the vvhole courfe of this war p and 
i am willing to hope, that none of our confederates, and efpe- 
cially thofe to whom fo great accclfions of dominion an(l^*£\\^’er 
are to accrue by this peace, will envy Britain her (hare in the 
glory and advantage of it. ^ 

The latter are not yet fo pcrfeftly adjufted as a “little more 
time might have rendered them ; but the feafon of the year 
"making it necf'ilary to put an end to this fcflion, I refolved no 
longer to defer communicating thefe matters to you. 

I can make no doubt but you arc all fully peifuaded, that no¬ 
thing will be negleded, on my part, in the progrefs of this 
"tiegouation, to bring the peace to an happy and fpeedy iflTiie ; 
and I depend on yoni entire confidence in me, and your chjcr- 
ful concurrence with me. 


jtddrcfs to her Majfjiy by the Houfe of Commonsy June 6, 1712. 

Mofl gracious Sovereign, 

your Majedy’s mod dutiful and loyal fuhjeiSs, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aifembled, 
beg leave mod humbly to acknowledge your Majedy's great 
condtfcenlion in communicating to us the terms upon uhich a 
genera! peace may be made. 

Our hearts are full of gratitude for what your Majedy has 
already done; and we want words to exprefs the fatisfa£lion 
with which we have received all that your Majedy has been 
pleafed to impart to your Commons. 

We have an entire confidence in your Majedy, that you will 
(leadily purfne the true intcred of your own kingdoms; and 
that you will endeavour to procure for all your- allies what is 
due to them by treaties, and what is neceffary for their Q;- 
cur'ty. 

.Thcfe adurances are the lead returns which your faithful 
Commons can make to fo much condefcenfion and goodnefs.: 

and 
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and they humbly defire your ^ajefty, that you will ptcafe to 
proceed in the prefent negotiations for the obtaining a fpeedy 
peace 


Her Alajcjlfs Anfvjer^ to, 1712. 

T HAVE the fafety and intereft of all my people fo much at 
heart, that 1 cahnot bin take a great deal of pleafiire in this 
vc^ur dtitifill and prudent addrcfitj and thank you mod kindly 
for it. 

1 diave ftudied your welfare ; and by this you will find the 
good^effefts of that confidence which you place in mej and 
whicn ought always to remain between fo aifedionate a prince, 
anc^fuch faithful fubjeds. 


Her Majejiy s mo/l g> aclous Speech^ June 21 y 1712. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, , 

'T^HE laft time I was here I fpoke Jb fully, and afterwards 
'*■ received from both Houfes Inch fatisfa£lory addrelTes, that 
there rpmains little more forme to fay at the clofe of this meet¬ 
ing of Parliament, but to repeat my hearty thanks for your late 
folemn alfiirances: they will give me Urength to ftruggle with 
any difficuliie.^ which may yet be raifed; and, I hope, that 
neither they who envy the making a good peace, nor who think 
it their intereft to continue the war, will be able to defeat our 
joint endeavours for ihe honour and advantage of Britain, and 
the fecurity of all our allies. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

At the fame time that I thank you moft kindly for the fup- 
plies yon have cheerfully granted, I c^not but let you know 
my fatisadion in the near view I have of a peace; fince it will, 
in Tome meafure, recompenfe my fubjeds for their vaft ex- 
penfes, and alfo lighten that heavy burden they have borne 
during the war. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

You have expreffed how fenfiblc you are of the advantage and 
fecurity which accrue to Britain, and our allies, by the terms 
propofed tor a peace; and I need not mention to you the mif- 
chiefs which muft follow the breaking off this treaty: our bur¬ 
dens would be, at leaft, continued, if not increafed; the pre¬ 
fent opportunity would be irrecoverably loft of Britain’s efta- 
bliihing a real balance of power in Europe, and improving our 

^ h 4 own 
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own commerce'; and, if any one of our allies (hould gain 
fomething by fuch a proceeding, the reft would fulFer in the 
common calamity: but, I hope, by God’s bleffing, fuch fatal 
defigns will be difappoinied. 

You are now rclun jng into your refpeflive countries ; and, 
I pcrfiiade rnyfclf, you will ntit be wanting in your endeavours 
to obviate the delignsof any ill-minded perfons v\ha may attempt 
to fow fedition amongft my fubje£ls; and, under fpccious pre¬ 
tences, carry on defigns they dare not own. 

I hope, at your next meeting, there will be an opportunity of 
perfedling what 1 liave recommended to you, which you/iave 
left uiiiinilhed in this felHon. 

i cannot conclude without aftiirlng you, that nothing 
move me from lleadily purfuing the true intereft of fo/dut'ful 
and affedionate a people. / 


Her Majejiys mof gracioui Speechj April 9, 1713* 

My Lords and Genileuten, 

T ENDED the laft fellion with my hearty thanks for the fo- 
; Icmn aifuranees you had given me; by which 1 have been 
enabled to overcome the difficulties contrived to obftrud the 
general peace. 

i havt deferred opening the feffion until now, being very de- 
ftrous to communicate to y(»u, at your firlt meeting, the fuccefs 
of this important affair; it is therefore with great pleafurc I 
tell you, tile treaty is figncd, and in tew days the ratiikation 
■will be exchanged. 

The negotiation has been drawn into fo great a length, that 
all our allies have had fufficient opportunity to adjuft their feve- 
ral ‘intereft*:: though the public charge has been thereby much 
inereaftd, yit 1 hope my people will be eafy under it, fmee we 
have happily obtained the end we propofed. 

What f have done for fccuring the proteftant fucceffion, and 
the perted friendiuip there is between me and the houfe of 
Hanover, may convince fuch as wilh well to both, and deure 
tl;ie quiet ami fafeiy of their country, how vain all attempts are 
to <iivide us ; and tl.tile who would make a merit by feparating 
otjr interefts, wjH n>.ver attain their ill ends. 

Gentlemen of ihe JHoiife of Commons, 

As great a progrefs has been made in reducing the public 
expenfe, as the circuiiiliances of affairs would admit. 

- What* 
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What force may be necefiary for fecuring out commerce by 
fea, and for guards and garrifons, I leave entirely to my Par¬ 
liament. 

Make yourfelves fafe, and I fhall be fatisfied. 

Islext to the protedtion of the Divine Providence, I depentf 
upon the loyalty and alFcdlion of my people. 

I want no other guarantee, 

] recommend to your care thofc brave men w’ho have ferved 
i.'^ell.fiy fea or land tliis war, and cannot be employed in time 
ol^ peace. 

I'.mult defire you to provide the fupplies you fhall judge re- 
qnifi‘'e ; and to give fuch difpatch as may be necefFary for^your 
ov'n "afe, and the public fervice. 

My Lords and (lentlemen, 

The many advantages I have obtained for my ow«i fubjedlsy 
have occafioned much oppofition and long delay to this peace. 

It affords me great fatisfadlion that my peoplf will have it In 
their power, by degrees, ^ to repair what they have fufftred 
during fo long and burdenfome a war.. 

The eafing of our foreign trade, as far as-is confident with 
national credit, will deferve your care; 

And to think of proper methods for improving and encon-. 
raging our home trade and manufadlures, paiticularly the 
fifhery ; winch may be carried on to employ ail our fpare 
hands, and be a mighty benefit even to the remoteft pans of this 
kingdom. 

Several matters were laid before you laft feffion, which tV.e 
weight and multiplicity of other bufinefs wi.iild not permit you 
to perfedt j I hope you will take a proper opportunity to giv6 
them due confideration. 

I cannot, however, but exprefsly mention my difpleafure at 
the unparalleled licentioufnefs in publifhing feditious and fcan- 
dalous libels. 

'fhe impunity fuch piaftices have met with has encouraged 
the blafphcmiug every thing facred, and the propagating opi¬ 
nions tending to the overthrow of all reii.Lion and government: 
profecutions' have been t'rdered ; but it v\ ill require fome new 
law to put a flop to this grow'iiig evil; and your bed endea¬ 
vours in your relpedlive ftatious to difcoinage it. 

The impious praflice of duell'iig requires fome fpeedy and 
effcdiual remedy. 

Now we arc entering tipon peace abroad, let me conjure you 
all to ufe your utmofl endeavours for c..lming men’s minds at 
home, that the arts of peace may be culttvaied* 
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Let not groundfefs jealoufies, qpntrlved by a faftion, and 
fomented by party rage, effeil that which our foreign enemies 
could not. 

I pray God todire<S all your confultations for his glory, and* 
the welfare of my people. 


J^ddrefs by the Houfe of Commons to her AlnjeJiy^ April lO, ^713* 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

your Majclly’s mofl dutiful and loyal fubjc£ls,^Ahe 
Commons of Great liritain, in Parliament aifeiulK^d, 
beg leave, with all humility, to approach ycnir royal perfeJn 
with our unanimous acknowledgments for all the benefits 
enjoy under your Majelty's moll aulj.ic'.ous reign. 

The many and great fucccll'es wh cli have attended your 
Majedy’s armSi^ had Ictl nothing to be wilhed bur fuch a peace 
as might be conduced by your councils, which now we have 
the happinefs to fee accomplilheJ : and as w^e are truly fenliblc 
of your Majefty’s gracioirs and generous intentions in under¬ 
taking that great work, fo we have all pcflible reafon to admire 
your fteadinefs in carrying it on, and overcoming the many 
diflienhies contrived to obftrudl it: and it is with the highell 
fatisfatdion we congratulate yotir Majelly upon the happy con- 
clufion of this treaty j for we are fo much convinced of your Ma- 
jefty's tender regard to the public welfare, and the many inllances 
of your wifdom have taught us to have fo perfet^ a reliance 
upon it, that we cannot doubt but your Majelly hath procured 
ajl reafonablc fatisfadlion for your allies, and edabliihed the 
interell of your own kingdoms in fnch a manner as to make us 
not only fecure for the future, but a flourilhing and a happy 
people. 

Y our Majefty can give no higher proof of the care you take 
of pofterity, than by the concern you are pleafcd to exprefs for 
the proteftant fuccelfion in the houfe of Hanover; upon which 
the future happinefs of this kingdom fo much depends: we 
hope and truH, that nothing will ever be able to interrupt the 
friendlhip between your Majelly and that illuftrious family, 
fince the wicked dellgns of thofe who would endeavour to fc- 
parate your interells mtiH be too plain ever to fucceed. 

Your faithful Commons can never enough exprefs the grate¬ 
ful fenfe they have of the many gracious alTurances contained 
in your Majefty’s fpeech : and alter what your Majefty hath 
done to cafe your fubjccls of the heavy burden which before 
lay upon them, and after your unparalleled goudnefs in de¬ 
manding 
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manning nothing from them for the timerto come, but vth|tA 
they tliemfelves fhall judge'requifite for their own fafety ; thc^ 
heft return they can make will be a ready and dutiful compli- 
•ance with every thing you have been pleafed to recommend ^to 
them ; and they cannot fail mod cheerfully to fet about the 
providing the fiipplies necelfary for this year’s fcrvice. Your 
Majedy’s repeated condefcenlions muft in the ftrongeft manner 
engage the hearts and afFe£lions of all your fubjcdls to your 
Majciiy : and we arc fatisfied, we cannot more truly reprefent 
tnem, than by contributing our^utmoft endeavours to make 
your reign as profperous, gloriouS} and eafy to yourfclf, as it is 
beheiicial and happy to your people. 


Her MajeJiy^s Anfwer^ April 13, 1713. 

Gentlemen, 

'T'HIS addrefs cannot but be very agreeahje to me, as if 
* comes from my loyal Commons ; and as it is. a continuat 
lion of thole exprelfions of duty and atfedion which you have 
ihewn through this w'hole Parliament. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons to her Majejiyy Jutu 24> * 7 * 3* 
Molt gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moll dutiful and loyal fubje^ls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfembled, 
having, at the opening of this feflion, congratulated your Ma- 
jelly upon the conclufion of a peace, find ourfelves now under 
equal obligations of duty to exprefs our thanktulnefs to your 
Majefty, fince we have been acquainted with the conditions 
and terms of it; which by your great wifdom have been pro* 
cured, and by your gracious condefeenfion have been com¬ 
municated to us: your Majefty’s extenfive care hath not only 
provided for the fecurity, but the honour of your kingdoms ; 
and we Ihould be wanting in our concern lor both, if we 
ihould omit our juft acknowledgments for the particular regards 
which your Majefty in this, as well as in other inftjnces, hath 
Ihcwn to them. 

The good foundation your Majefty hath laid for the interefts 
of your people in trade, by what you have done in the treaty 
of navigation and commerce with France, gives us hopes of,, 
feeing it yet farther improved to the advantage of your king¬ 
doms : and we make it our humble requeft to your Majefty, 
that you will be pleafed to appoint commifiaries to treat with 

thofii 
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of France, for the adjlifting fiich matters as are ftill ne- 
ceffary to be fettled ; and that you will give fuch orders for the 
jperfeCling the faid treaty, and explaining the feveral parts of 
it, that an entire fcheme ot trade may be framed betweei* Great 
Britain and France j which may fully anfwer, and make elFcc- 
tual, your Majefty’s gracious'intentions for the good and wel¬ 
fare of your people. 


AlcJJagt from her Alajcfy to the Houfc of Commons, 
June 25, 1713. 

Anne R. 

TJTER Majcfty thinks fit to acquaint her loyal Houfe of Com¬ 
mons with the difficulties, w'hich, in a particular manner, 
(he lies under by the debts contrafted in her civil government, 
occafioned by feveral extraordinary expenfes formerly incurred; 
fo that her Majefty thinks herfelf obliged, in juftlce to many 
Creditors, to order an ellimaie to be, laid before this Houfe of 
what was owing on the civil lift in the year 1710. 

Her Majefty hath ufed unexampled parfimony to remove, 
if poffible, this burden from herfelf; but the granting away, 
and lelfening, fome part of her revenue, by Parliament, has 
made that irnpraflicable: therefore her Majefty hopes, that 
this Houfe of Commons, which, on all occafions, has Ihcwcd 
themfelvcs fo well affedled to her, will not be unwilling to 
impower her to raife fuch a fmn of money on the civil lift 
funds, as may enable her to dlfcharge the debts, and fettle the 
expenfe to be regularly paid for the future. 

Kenfington, June%^, 17*3* 


Her Majejlfs. Artfwcr, ^une 27, I713. 
Gentlemen, 

T THANK you moft heartily for this addrefs ; wdiich fo fully 
^ expreftes your approbation of the treaties of peace and com- 
pserce with France. 

It was w'ith no fmall difficulty that fo great advantages in 
trade were obtained for.my fubjefts ; and 1 will readily com¬ 
ply with your defircs, in continuing my utmoft care to fecure 
the benefits 1 have ftipulated for my people. 
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Addrejs by the Houfe of Commonst fuly 3, 1713. 

• Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your M:jjcfty’s niofl dutiful and loyal fi.oje^ls, the 
’ ^ Commons of C^reat Britain, in Parliament allembled, 
having nothing fo juftly at our hearts as the honour and fafety 
of your moft facred perfon, and government, and the fecurity 
of thS proteftant fucceftion, do crave leave molt thankfully to 
acknowledge the great care which your Majefty, in tendernefs 
to your people, hath always taken to prevent the Pretender to 
your crown from being in a condition to diftiirb thefe realms ; 
and particularly, by the late treaty of guaranty with the States 
General, and the treaty of peace between your Majefty and the 
French Kin.g; wherein, amongft other juft and neceifary pro* 
vilions for the fecurity of the proteftant fuccelfion, it is ftipu- 
lated, that the Pretender to your Majefty’s crown (hall not be 
fufrered to refide in any of that King’s df)mini«ns. 

Your Majefty wifely infifted uponahis removal from that 
neighbouring kingdom ; and your faithful Commons arc fo 
fully convinced ot the neceftity there is to remove him as far 
as poljible, that they cannot but exprefs to your Majefty their 
apprehcnlions of the 'many dangers W'hieh mey accrue to youf 
Majefty, and to your kingdoms, from his reiiding in the terri* 
tories of the Duke of Lorrain. 

We do tkeiefore, out of the higheft duty and concern for 
the prefervation of your royal perfon, and the quiet of your 
people, moll humbly befcech your Majefty, that you will be 
-plcafed to life the moft fpeedy and prelling inltances with the 
Duke of Lorrain, and with all other princes and ftates in amity* 
or correfpondence with your Majefty, that they will not, under 
any pretext whatfoever, receive, or fulFer to continue, within 
any of their dominions, that perfon who, in defiance of your 
Majefty’s moft undoubted title to the crown, and the fcttlement 
thereof on the illuitrious houfe of Hanover, has aflumed the 
title of King of thefe realms: and we farther beg leave to 
alTure your Majefty, that the Commons of Great Britain will, 
on all occafions, to the utmoft of their power, fupport your 
Majefty in fuch fteps as ftiall bo neceflary towards rendering 
thufe inftances eiTc£lual, and your Majefty fafe and eafy upoi^ 
your throne. 


mt 
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Her Ma}ejly*s Anfvucrf July 9, i y 1 
Gentlemdn, 

TH \KK you heartily for your addrefs; and I will give 
diredions according as you dcfire. 


Her Majejiyi moji gracious Speechf March 2, 17 I 4 « 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I HAVE much fatisfadion in being able, at the opening this 
Parliament, to tell you, that the ratifications of the treaties 
of peace, and of commerce with Spain, are exchanged ; by 
which my fubjeds will have greater opportumlies than ever to 
improve and extend their trade: many advantages, formerly 
enjoyed by connivance, and procured by ft»ch methods as 
made a dillindion between one BritKh merchant and another, 
are now fettled by treaty, and an eqtial rule is eftablilhed. 

It has pleafed God to 'blefs my endeavours to obtain an ho¬ 
nourable and advantageous peace for my own people, and for 
the greateft part of my allies: nothing which 1 can do ihall 
he wanting to render it univerfal: and I perfuadc myfelf, that, 
with your hearty concurrence, my interpofition may at laft 
prove efiedual to complete the fettlcmcnt of Europe. 

In the mean while, I congratulate witii my own fubjeds, 
that they are delivered from a confuming land war ; and en¬ 
tered on a peace, the good effeds whereof nothing but intefiine 
divifions can obllriid. 

It was the glory of the wifeft and greateft of my prcdeccITors 
to hold the balance of Europe ; and to keep it equal, by carting 
in their weight, as ncccllity required: by this condud they 
enriched the kingdom, and rendered tliemfdves dreadful to 
their enemies, and ufeful to their friends: I luve proceeded 
on the fame principle ; and 1 doubt nut but my fuccertbrs will 
follow thefe examples. 

Our fituation points out to us our true intereft ; for this 
country can flouriih only by trade ; and will be moil formidabic 
hy the right application of our naval force. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

1 have ordered fiich accounts to be prepared, and laid before 
you, as will ftiew you, at the conchilion of the war, the true 
(late of your condition ; whereby you will be better able tq 
what aids arc neceflafy: and I only afk of you fupplies 

for 
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for the current fervice of the year ; and for the difchargc; of 
fuch debts as you (liall find, on examination, to be juil and 
reafonabl^. 

My Lords aoxd Gentlemen, 

The joy whicii has been generally expreffed on my recovery 
from my late indifpofition, and on my coming to this city, I 
cileem as a return to that tender affedion which I have always 
had for my people. 

1 wilh that cfFedual care had been taken, as I have often 
defired, to funprefs thofe feflitiotis papers, and fadious rumours, 
by v/hich dcli^ning men have been able to fink credit, and the 
innocent have’fiiffered. 

There arc fome who have arrived to that height of malice, 
as to infimiate, protefiant fucceflion in the houfe of 

Hanover is in danger under my government. 

Thofe who g(]f about thus to diilrad the minds of m^’n with 
imaginary dangers, can only mean to diiturb tlTe prefent tran¬ 
quillity, and to bring real yiifchiefs upen us. 

After all I have done t(; fecure our Religion and your liber¬ 
ties, and to tranfinit both fafe to polfeiiiy, 1 cannot mention 
thefe p/oceedings without fomc degree of warmth i and I muft 
hope, you will all agree with me, that attempts to weaken 
my authority, or to render the pollelfion of the crown uneafy 
to me, can never be proper means to ftrengthen the proteilant 
ruccefiion. 

I have done, and (hall continue to do, my beft for the good 
of all my fubjeds: let it he your endeavour, as it (hall be 
mine, to unite our differences, not by relaxing from theftrideft 
adherence to our conflitution in church and (l^te, but by ob- 
ferving the laws yourfelves, and enforcing a due obedience to 
them in others. 

A long war lias not only impoverilhed the pub\ic, however 
fome particular men may have been gainers by it, but has alfo 
greatly affeded government itfelf. 

Let it be your care fo to improve the prefent opportunity, as 
to lay the foundation of recovering from thofe diforderSf 

I had the concurrence of the laft Parliament in making the 
peace : let it be the honour of this, to aflift me in obtaining, 
(bch fruits from it, as may not only derive bleffings on the prs- 
fent age, but even down to latelt pofierity. 


jfddrejt 
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^tddnfs to htr MajsJiy hy the Houfe \J Commons, Mar.ch 4, 1714* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

■IT7E, your Majelly’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje£ls, the 

’ Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament airemblcd, 
do, with all humility, return our fincere and hearty thanks for 
your Majefty’s moft gracious fpeech from the throne. 

Wc beg leave to allure your Majcfty, that as nothing could 
be more affliding to your people than the indifpofition of the 
beft of Sovereigns, fo nothing has ever been an occafion of 
greater joy and fatisfadion to them than your Majelly’s late 
happy recovery. 

We congratulate your Majcfty on the cotjfclufion of the 
treaties of peace and commerce with Spain;, whereby your 
• Majcfty is pleafed to declare, that you ha\t procured new 
benefits to your fubjeds : btit your royal car^ hath not been 
confined to yov.r own people, it hath been extended to all 
your allies: and your Majelty’s goodnefs muft be for ever ad¬ 
mired, that, notwithftanding any difcouragenients you may 
have met with, you are pleafed rtill to continue your endea- 
fours to make the peace univcrfal, and thereby to complete 
the fettlcmcnt of Europe: and your faithful Commons will 
^ever be wanting in an hearty concurrence to affill your Majefty 
in all fuch meafurcs as your Majcfty ftiall judge proper to finilh 
n defign fo great and fo glorious. 

Your Commons will, with all cheerfulnefs, grant fuch fup- 
plies as are necefl'ary for the current fcrvicc, and for the dif- 
charge of fugh debts as arc juft and rcafonable; they can never 
lufEcicntly exprefs the fenfe they have of their happinefs, in 
being delivered from the calamities of a confiiming war: they 
^ill, therefore, in duty to your Majefty, and in juftice to thofe. 
they reprefent, do all that is in their power, that the good ef- 
feds .of peace may not be obftruded by any inicftine divifions: 
tbey will, as far as in them lies, difappoint the defigns of ma¬ 
licious and unreafonable men: they will, on all occalions, fhew 
their Juft abhorrence of the licentious practices in publiftiing 
fcandalous papers, and fpreading feditious rumours: and, as 
your Commons will always fupport and maintain the proteftant 
iucceffion in the houfe of Hanover, they cannot but be afto- 
nifhed at the malicious inftnuations of any, who would fuggeft 
that fuccdlion to be in danger under your Majefty^s moft au- 
fpicious government : for when we confider, that it is fecured 
by the grcatell obligations, civil and facred ; by ads of Parlia¬ 
ment, oaths, and treaties ; wc cannot but declare our entire 

acqukfccnce 
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acquiefcence in Uiefe fecurities; ami muft look upon fuch in- 
finiiations to be groundlefs in themfelves, and affronting to your 
Majefty, and your government. 

And your Majefiy may depend, that your loyal Com?uons. 
will never be pievailed on, by any pretences wliatfu v.'r, to 
countenance attempts that may tend to weaken your Majelly's 
authority, and to render the poireflion of the crown uueafy to 
you ; which cao only proceed from the rage of a difappointed 
fadlion, and the fpirit of rebellion. 


Her\MnjcJlj*s Anfivcry March 6, I 713 » 
Gentlemen, \ 

T^HIS addrefs i\ fo dutiful, and ex'prclTcs fo Ailly the fenfe of 
■*' my loyal fiibjefts, that I eRcem it a proof of the good 
choice they have itjade of you to reprefent them. 

I give you my !'c:>riy th uiks for • 

The conridtii.e you have in my affo^lion, »iie abhorrence 
you declare dl e m ilicioiis iniiiui':fio?js of thj proteftant fuc- 
ceflion being hi d mger iif.'jt.r my g vernm^ i-', an! your ac¬ 
quiefcence iij itu p.cfent fiiiirit;es ‘ur it, arc / -ry fuitafdf re¬ 
turns for the tfi ii-.'. rcipr ' 1 h-vc al ways h:i«i for wh;it con¬ 
cerns my people , urd Vt-ill molt cffedually, by tiie blefling of 
God, uniie the oiinds of my fi hjc<Ms, anddifappoint the defigns 
of thofe who would diftuimthe prefent tranquillity. 


y$int Addrefs by^bolh HotifeSf April 0,2, 17 ^ 4 * 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

Tj^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fiibjeds, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Corni^ons, in Par¬ 
liament affembled, beg leave to exprefs the juft fenfe which 
we have of your Majefty’s gpodiiefs to your people, in deli¬ 
vering them by a fafe, honourable, and advantageous peace 
with France and Spain, from the heavy burden of a conftiming 
land war, uneqtially carried on, and become at laft impradi- 
cable: and wc do moft earneftly intrcai your M.'jefty, that 
you will be pleafed with the fame ftcadinefs, notvvithftanding 
all the obrtrudions which have been, or may be thrown in 
your way, to purfue fuch meafures as you (hall judge neceffary 
for Completing the fettlemcnt of Europe on the piinciples laid 
down by your Majefty in your moft gracious fpeech from the 
throne. 


VoL. I. 


Her 
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Her Majejifs Anjwery April 1714*' 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

(late of public affairs in Europe, and the neceflities of 
my own kingdoms, obliged me to enter in a negotiation 
of peace; and, notwithftanding all obftnnflions and diihcul- 
ties, I have, by the blelfing of God, brought it to a happy 
conclufion. ^ • 

I efteem this addrefs as the united voice of my affe^lion?*.;- 
and loyal fubjefts ; and I return you all the heortieft thanks 
'which can be given by a Sovereign, who dclired nothing more 
than to fee her people fafe and flourilhing. 


Speech by the Lord Chancellory AuguJ 5, 1714* 

My Lords qnd Gentlemen, 

TT having pieafed Almighty God to take to himfelf our late 
moil gracious Queen, of bleUlci' memory, we hope that no¬ 
thing has been omitted Which might contribute to the fafety of 
theic realms, and the prefervation of our religion, laws, and 
liberties, in tliis great conjun£lurc ; as thefe invaluable Dlellings 
have been ftcured to us, by thofe aCls of Parliament which 
have fettled the fucccifion to thefe kingdoms in the mod illuf- 
trious houfe of Hanover, we have i^gulatcd our proceedings by 
thofe iules which are therein preferibed. 

The privy council, foon after tlte demife of the late Q^ieen, 
aflembled at St. James’s ; where, according to the faid ails of 
Parliament, the three inftruments w'ere produced and opened, 
which had been depofited in the han*ds of the Archbilhop of 
Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor, and the Refident of Bninf- 
wick : thofe who, either by their offices, or by virtue of thefe 
indruments,' had the honout* of being appointed lords judices, 
did, in conjunition with the council, immediately proceed to 
the proclaiming of our lawful and rightful Sovereign King 
George ; taking, at the fame time, the uccciTary care to main¬ 
tain the public peace. 

In purfuance of the ails br.fore mentioned, this Parliament 
is now aflembled ; and we are perfuaded, you all bring wnth 
you fo hearty a difpofition for his Majedy’s fervice, and the 
public good, that we cannot doubt of your aflldance in every 
thing which may promote thofe great ends. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

We find it necelfary to put you in mind, that feveral 
branches of the public revenue are expired by the deinlfe of 

her 



( 483 ) 

her late Majefly ; and to recpmmend to yoif the making fucli 
provifjons in that refpe£l, as may be requillte to fupport the 
honour and dignity of the crown : and we aifure ourfclves, you 
will not be wanting in any thing that may conduce to the 
eAabliihing and advancing of the public credit. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

We forbear laying before you any thing that does not re¬ 
quire yotir immediate cohfidcration ; not having received his 
m^j4^?iy>+«jjlcafure: we (hall only exhort you, with the greateft 
•earneftnefs, >q a pcrfe£l i«?animity, and a firm adherence to 
our Sovereiiin\ intereft, as being the only means to continue 
among us our ^efent happy tranquillity. 


Addrefs by tj>e Houfe of Commons^ Augvji 6, 1714. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, • 

TT 7 E, your Majefty’s mpft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, iij Parliament affembled, 
having a juff fenfe of the great lofs the nation has fuftained 
by the .death of our late Sovereign, Lady Qiieen Anne, of 
bleffed memory, humbly crave leave to condole with your Ma- 
jefty on this fad occafion. 

It would but aggravate our forrow, particularly to entimeratc 
the virtues of that pious and mofl: excellent princefs: the duty 
we owe to your Majcfty, and to our country, oblige us to 
moderate our grief, and heartily to congratulate your Majefty'* 
acceflion to the throne ; whofe princely virtues give us a cer¬ 
tain profpe£t of future happinefs in the fecurity of our reli¬ 
gion, laws, and liberties ; and engage us to aifure your Ma- 
jefty, that wc will, to our iitmoit, fupport your undoubted 
right to the imperial crown of this realm, againft the Pretender, 
and all other perfons whatfoever. 

Your faithful Commons cannot but exprefs their impatient 
defire for your Majdfty’s fafe arrival and prefence in Great 
Britain. 

In the mean time, we humbly lay before your Majefty the 
unanimous refolution of this Houfe, to maintain the public 
credit of*the nation ; and effedually to make good all funds 
which have been granted by Parliament, for the fecurity of 
any money which has been, or fhall be advanced for the pub¬ 
lic fervice; and to endeavour, by every thing in our power,, tq 
make your Majefly’s reign happy and glorious. 


li a 
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Speech hy the Lord Chancellory Jugujl 17 * 4 - 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is with great fatisfmSlion we can now tell yon, that we 
have this morning received a letter from the King , 
wherein his MajeOy is gracioufly pleafed to acquaint us, that 
his Majcfty is hallcning hither to employ his utmoll care for 
putting thefe kingtioms into a happy and flouiidiing condition. 

He has commanded us, in the mean time, to conf«»>'e.efiir 
care of every thing that may coiifijicc to the peat^e and fafety 
of his dominions : and we are allmed, that, »[ this had re¬ 
quired his more immediate prefence, he woqM, without the 
lead; delay, have repaired hither for the flip >ort of fo dutiful 
and faithful fubje£ls ; for his Majfily docs/very particularly 
exprefs his great fatisfai^lion in the loyalty a;id alfcdion which 
his people have univerfally Ihevvn upon his i/lajelly’s acccflioii 
to the crow'n. * 

At the opening thisrfelTion, we did not mention to yoy the 
apprehenlions wc then had, from tlie fmailnefs of the fum at 
that time advanced, that ilie lottery would not be full; being 
defirous, in the hrfl; place, to try to make it cfFedlual in the 
fnann.rthc rarliamcnt had eftabliihrxl it: but wc are obliged 
now' to acquaint you, that all onr endeavours have failed of the 
defircd liicce though the contributions have been thereby 
confiderably i nc rtalcd. 

We mud therefore earncftly recommend to you. Gentlemen 
of the Houfe of Commons, to take tliis into your conllderatidn ; 
and to give fuch fuilhcr encouragement as you (hall think pro¬ 
per, for railing the whole fum which was intended, and is ab - 
folutely neceifary for carrying on the fervice of the year. 


* Speech by the Lord Chancellory Auguji 2i, 1714- 

My Lords and Gentlemen, • 

T)|^E cannot but exprefs our greateft fatisfadlion, and, in his 
^ ^ Majefty’s name, return you thanks tor the convincing 
proofs which you have given in this fcllion of yotir duty and 
affe^ioii to his Majefty, and of your zeal for his* govern¬ 
ment. 

We muft particularly thank you, Gentlemen of the Hoiife 
of Commons, for the aids which you have granted to his Ma¬ 
jefty,' for the better fupport of the honour of the crown, and 
tor preventing any difappointment in the fiippllcs given in the 
laft fcllion for the fervice of this year : you may be adured, 

' 3 ■ that 
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that the unanimity, the chesrfulncfs, and the tilfpaicliViih 
■which you have proceeded in granting tlicfe aids, will render 
them yet more acceptable to his Majefty; and you may depend 
upon our tnaking a t'aiihiul reprefentatioii thereof to him. 

My Lords and Gentimen, 

All nccelTary buhnefs being now happily concluded, it will 
be proper for us to pui a fpeedy end to this fellion : we think 
fit at j^refent, in his M.ijelty’s name, to dclire you foilhwith 
to adjourn yourl’elvcs until Wedn^-fday next. 


Hh A^ajeJiy'\Anfzvey to the Uf} Addrejty Augujl 25, 1714. 
Georg K IIex\ 


■^OUR dutiful land loyal addrcfi, is very acceptable to me. 

The unanimity and affedtion my Commons have Ihewrx 
••pon my acccflion to the crown, arc moil agni**uble inftances 
and pledges of tlicir fidelity to me. I have a jufl fciife of your 
inexpreflible lofs by the dehth of your late Sovereign. You 
may be alfnftd of my conftant emleavo'hrs to fecure to you the 
full enjoyment of your religion, laws, and liberties; and that 
it will always be my aim to make ycjp an happy and flourifh- 
ing people ; to which your refolution to maintain the public 
credit of the nation will greatly contribute. 1 am halicning 
to you, according to your cainelf defire, and the juft expe6la- 
tions of my people. 


Speech by the Speaker^ Afarch 2I, 17 15 * 

May it plcafc your Majefty, 

'T'HE Commons of Great’Britain, in Parliament afTembled, 
have, in obedience to your M.ijefty’s command, proceeded 
to the choice of their Speaker ; and now attend, with all hu.- 
mility, to prefent me to your Majefty, as the etfe£l of that 
choice* 

It muft be very furprifing to your Majefty, that from any^ngft 
fo many honourable, learned, and vvortliy peifons, who are 
every way qualified to difeharge this great tnift, any thing could 
induce your Commons to prefent me for your M qefty's ap¬ 
probation, who have none of thofe endow-ments neceilary for 
the execution of this important charge : I have neither me¬ 
mory to retain, judgment to colleift, nor (kill to guide their 
debates; nor can 1 boaft of any thing that could intitle me to 
the favour of the Commons, W an unfluken fidelity to the 
proteftant fucccllion; this, Sir, to yoiy: faithful Commons, 

I i 3 fupplied 
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fuppfied the wrani of all qualifications: by this firfl; ftep, they 
defign to convince the world, that a fteady adherence to the 
inlercft of your Majefiy’s royal houfe is the only recommen¬ 
dation to the favour of your Commons: this, your Commons 
hope, may be fome excufe for their prefuming to prefent to 
your Majefty a perfon, whofc infufficiency rendered him fo 
improper for them to elefl, or for your Majelly to approve: 
but though your Majelty may be gracioully pleafed to allow 
this as a juftification for your Commons, yet 1 ftiouldf be un¬ 
pardonable, did I not, with all humility, repre^nt-rtVviVmif"' 
Maj tdly, that though my zeal be great, my kltirmities are 
greater: this employment requires a man of better underlland- 
ing and fironger judgment than 1 am ma{leK.’of \ and 1 am, 
therefore, an humble fultor to your MajeCy to accept my 
excufe, and to command the knights, citizc js, and burgelfes, 
to return to their Houfe, and there to mal e choice of fome 
fitter perfon to difeharge the great trull, on ''ihe due execution 
whereof the public welfare fo much depends. • 


Then the Lord Chancellor, taking diredions from his Majcfty, 

faid: 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

1 AM fo acquaint you, by his Majcfty’s command, that his 
Majefty is perfedly well fatisfied with the choice you have 
made of Mr. Compton to be your Speaker ; and therefore his 
Majefty doth allow of, and confirm you, Mr. Compton, to be 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. 


Then Mr. Speaker faid: 

'^HAT, fince it is not your Majefty’s pleafure to admit my 
excufe, it is my duty to fubmir, and cheer ully to undergo 
this burden, which your Majefty and the Commons have 
been pleafed to lay on me ; having an entire confidence in 
your Majefty’s goodnefs for pardon for my errors and infirmi¬ 
ties ; at Icaft, that they may not be imputed to your faith¬ 
ful Commons: on whofe behalf 1 lay claim, by humble pe¬ 
tition to your Majefty, to all their ancient rights and privi¬ 
leges, particularly, that they may have privilege from arrefts 
and difturbance, for their perfons, eftates, and fervants; li¬ 
berty of fpeech, for the better management of their debates ; 
and frtu accefs to your Majefty’s royal perfon, as occafion 
ihali require. 


Then 
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Then ihc Lord Chancellor, ^eccivine; further dire( 51 ions from 

his Majeily, hiid : 

‘Mr. Speaker, 

T AM commanded by his Majefly to fay, that his Majcfty, 
being fully alTurcd of the prudence, loyalty, and good af- 
fedlions of the Hoiifc of Commons, dpcs molt willingly grant 
to them all their privileges, in as full a manner as they h.ave 
at any lime been granted, or allowed, by any of his Majelly's 
fd\=vl; jjvo'h’^eflbrs. * « 

And, as tiywhat you have prayed in relation to yourfclf, 
his Majelly wyI be gracioully pleafcd to put the beft and tnoft 
favourable coniXruillion upon your words and adiions in the 
execution of thisWreat tritil, as Speaker of the IJoufe of Com¬ 
mons ; being fatisfied, by your pad condiuid, of yotrr good 
intentions and zedl for his fervice, and the true intcrcit of your 
country, and of ^ur experience and abilities in the bufmefs of 
Parliaments. • 


His Majejiy s mojigracious Spcechy Alarch 23, 1715* 

My Lords and Cientiemen, 

'T'KIS being the ftrft opp'Ttuiiity T have had of meeting my 
^ people in Parliament, fince it plealed Almighty God, of 
his good p*-ovidciijc, to call me to the throne of my anceftors, 
I mod gladly make ufe of it, to thank my faithful and loving 
fubjt .*6is for that zeal and firmnefs that hath been Ihewn in 
defence of the proieJiant fuccellion, againft all the open and fe- 
cret practices that have been ufed to defeat it: and I (hall never 
forger the obligations I have to thofe who have didinguifhed 
thcmfclvcs upon this occafion. 

It were 10 be wKhed, tliat the unparalleled fucceflTes of a 
war,* which was fo wifely and cheerfully fupported by this na¬ 
tion, in order to procure a good peace, had been attended with 
a fuitable concli.fion: but it is with concern 1 muft tell you, 
that fome conditions, even of this peace, effential to the fe- 
curity and trade of Great Britain,^ arc not yet duly executed ; 
and the performance of the whole may be looked upon as pre¬ 
carious, until v/e (hall have formed defenfive alliances to gua¬ 
rantee the prefent treaties. 

The Pretender, who ftill refidcs in Lorrain, threatens to 
difturb us, and boafts of th6 adiftance which he (fill expels 
here, to repair his former difappointments. 

Ii 4 
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A great part of^our trade is rendered impra£licable; this, if 
not retrieved, mufl deftroy our 'manufadturcs, and ruin our 
navigation. 

The public debts are very great, and furprifingly increafed, 
even fince the fat il ccll'ation of arms: my firft care was, to 
prevent a farther increafe of thefe debts, by*pa) ing ofF forth¬ 
with a great number of fliips which had been kept in pay, whea 
there was no occalion for continuing fuch an expenfe. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons. *' 

I rely upqp yVni for fuch fup^lies as the prefjjja^ 
fiances of our affaiis require for this year’s fe^'ice, and for 
the fupport of the public faith: the ellimales flytll be laid be¬ 
fore you, that you may conlldcr of them ; amhVhat you fhall 
judge neceifary for your fafety, I ihall think fiit^cient for mine. 

1 doirbt not but you will concur W'ith me in opinion, that 
no'hing can contribute more to the fupportl of the credit of 
the na'ion, than a flridl obfervance of all pi^rliainentary en¬ 
gagements, *•» 

The branches of the revenue formerly granted for the fup-’ 
port of the civil government are fo far cncnnib^rtd and alien¬ 
ated, that the pioduce of the funds which lenrain, and have 
been granted to me, will fall much flu)!! of wliat was at firfl: 
dellgned, for maintaining th.c honour and dignity ot the crown : 
and fince it is my happtnefs, as I am confident you think it 
your’s, to fee a Prince of Wales, who may, in due time, 
fucceed me on the throne ; and to fee him blellcd w ith many 
children, the heft and molt valuable pledges of our care and 
concern for your profperMy ; this mull occafion an expenfe to 
which the nation has not of many years been accinlomed; but 
fuch as furtly no man will grudge: and therefore 1 do not 
doubt but you w;ll think of it with that affedlion which I have 
reafoii to hope for from yon, 

. JVIy Lords and Gentlemen, 

The eyes of all Eurvipe are upon you, waiting'the iflTud of 
this firfl fefficn: let no unhappy ditifions of parties here at 
home divert you from puifuing the cr'mmon interelt of your 
country ; let no wicked infinuations difquiet the minds of my 
fubjedls: the eilabJifhed cooilitution in church and ftate fhall 
be the rule of my government; the happlncfs, eafe, and prof- 
'perity^ of my people, fhall be the chief care of my life: thofe 
who aiTill me in carrying on thefe ineafures, 1 fhall alw'ays efteem 
my heft friend' : and I doubt not, out that I fhall be able, 
with your alTillai ce, to difappoint the defigns of thofe who 
would deprive me of that blelling which I mod value, the af- 
fe^ioo of my people. 

' “ - . Addrefs 
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Jiddrefs by the Houfe of Commons^ March 24, 1715. 

\Moft gracious Sovereign, 

Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the Com- 
'*■ mons of Great Britain, in Parliament aifemblcd, return 
your Majefty their unfeigned thanks for your molt gracious 
fpeech from the throne. 

’Tis'with incxprelliblc joy that we approach your Majefty, 
peaceably Rated upon the throne of your royal anceftors; and 
being thoroughly fenftblc of the many open and fecret pradices 
that have, of late years, been ufed to defeat the proteftant fuc- 
ceflion, wc cannot fulTiciently adore the Divine Providence that 
fo feafonably interpofed and faved this nation, by your Majef¬ 
ty’s happy accclh’on to the crown. 

Yoiir taiihful Commons receive with the higheft gratitude 
your moll: gracious alllirances, that the eftablifhed conftitution 
in church and ftate fhall be the rule of your gd^ernment; and 
the iafety, eafe, and profperity of you» people, the chief care 
of your life; wc arc fenfible of your; goodnefs, exprelfed to 
thofe who have difiinguifhcd thcmfelves by their zeal and, 
firmni fs for the proteftant fuccellion ; and as w'c doubt not but 
the w ildom and fteadinefs of your government will unite the 
hearts of all your faithful fubjeds in duty and affedion to your 
facred perfon, fo we moft humbly beg leave t^alFure your Ma¬ 
jefty, that we not only highly relent the wicked infinnations 
ufed to difcjuiet the muKK of your fubjeds ; but are refolved, 
to the utmoft of our power, to fiipprcfs and extinguilh that 
^ evil dffpofilion :hat is ftill at work to deprive your Majefty of 
the affedtions of your people. 

We are fenfibly touched, not only with the difappointment, 
but with the reproach brought upon the nation, by the iinfuit- 
ablc conclufion of a war which was carried on at fo vaft an ex- 
penfc, and was attended with fuch unparalleled fuccelTes; but 
as that diihonour cannot, in juftice, be imputed to the whole 
nation, fo we firmly hope and believe, that through your 
Majefty’s great wifdom, and the faithful endeavours of your 
Commons, the reputation of thefc your kingdoms, will, in due 
time, be vindicated and reftored. 

We are under allonifhment to find, that any conditions of 
the late peace, eflential to the feciirity and trade of Great Bri¬ 
tain, fhould not yet be duly executed j and that care was not 
taken to form fuch alliances as might have rendered that peace 
not precarious: and as no care fhall be wanting in your loyal 
Commons to inquire into thefe fatal mifearriages, fo we entirely 
fely on your Majefty’s wifdom, tq enter into fuch alliances as 

y•^ 
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you (lull judge neo^fTary to preferve the peace of Europe ; and 
•we faithfully promifc to enable yoftr Majefty to make good all 
fuch engagements. 

It^ with juft reftntment we obferve, that the Pretender ftili 
reftdes in Lorrain ; and that he has the prefumption, by decla¬ 
rations from thence, to ftir tip your Majefty’s fubjedts to rebel¬ 
lion ; but that which raifes the iitmoft indignation of your 
Commons is, that it appears therein, that his hopes "were built 
upon the meafures that had been taken for fomc time pall in 
vreat Britain : it lhall be our bii'incfs to trace out thofu 
meafures whereon he placed his hopes, and lobringthe authors 
of them to condign punifhmcnt. * 

Yonr Commons arc under the deepeft concern, that a great 
part of our trade is rendered impracticable, which, if not re¬ 
trieved, muft deftroy our maiuifadlures, And ruin our naviga¬ 
tion : but though \vc are too feufiblc of thofe fatal confequences, 
W'e are not yet without hopes, that your Majefty’s great wif- 
'dom, by the ali'ftance of your Commons, ivray iind means to 
extricate your people fi;om their prefent difficultLs. 

The blcllings derived to tlicfc iVaiions fiom your Majefty’s 
aulpicious reign, are not confined to the prefent '.imes: we 
have a profpedt of future and lafting happinefs entailed upon 
your people, by a long fucceftion of your royal progeny ; and, 
as this is a blefling which ilicfe kingdoms have a long time 
•wanted, fo they S^uld never hope to have feen it fo well fup- 
plied, as in the perfon of his royal highnefs the Prince of Wales 
and his ifliie; your faithful Commons fliall therefore think it 
their duty to enable your Majefty to fnpport the dignity of the 
crown, and to make an honourable piovifion for-the royal 
(amily. 

The furprifing increafe of the public debts, even fince all 
thoughts of carrying on the war were laid afitle, fliall not dif- 
courage us from granting fuch fnpplics as fliall be necefl'ary for 
the fervice of this year, and fdr the fupport of the public faith : 
and •W'e do entirely concur with your Majefty in opinion, that 
nothing can contiibute more towards preferving the credit of 
the nation, than a ftridl obfervance of all parliamentary engage¬ 
ments, which we arc firmly rcfolved, upon all oqcafions, in¬ 
violably to maintain* 


His Majejiys Jnfwery March * 715 * 
Gentlemen, 

T THANK you for the many kind afluranccs you have given 
^ me in your dutiful and loyal addrefs. 

. No endeavours (hall be v\ anting on my part to promote your 
'true interefti and to endear mjfclf to all my people; and I 

will 
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will depend on your zeal an^afredion to ddfeat all evil dcfign* 
sShat may tend to difquiet the minds of my people, and diilurb 
tie tranquillity of my government. 


■Mcjfage from his MiijeJij/y 
George Rex. 


June 28, 



■OIS'Majeily having received an addrefs from the commif- 
fioners appointed for ljuilding ffty new churches in and 
about the cities of London and Wcftininilcr, and fuburbs 
thereof, repreft-nting how difficult they fmd it to proceed in 
perfeding the cftabliihmcnt of fuch churches, for want of a 
due maintenance for the minifters who are to attend the fervicc 
of the fame ; and praying him to recommend it to the care and 
wiidom of i!ie Parliament to provide fuch maintenance, that 
this good work^may not be rendered ineffctlual for want of 
fuch a provilion: his Majeity does moll hean^ recommend it 
to this Houfe, to coufider9f the befl: nteans for fe.tling fuch a 
maintenance as may bung this pious,delign to periedfum, for 
the honour of the church of England, and the advancement of 
our holy religion. 


Addrefs ly Houfe of Commons, yuly 11, 1715» 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loynl fubjeds, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfcmbled^ 
having, with the utmoft fatisfadfion receivel your Majefty’s 
gracious melTagc, recommending to us the providing a main> 
lenaricc for the minifters, who are to attend the fervicc of the 
fifty new churches intended to be erec ed in and about the cities 
of London and Weftminder, and the fuburbs thereof, beg 
leave to alfure your Majefty, that we will, with all cheerful- 
nefs, fet about the making fuch a provifion as fhall fully anfwer 
your Majefty’s pious intentions, and the wants of fo many of 
the inhabitants of your two great and populous cities. 

It is very graletul to your obedient Commons to be employed 
in a work lliat is fo much for the honour of the church of Eng¬ 
land, and the advancement of our holy religion, and that comes 
recommended by fo gracious a fovereign; who, ever fince his 
happy accellion to the throne, has taken all occafions to exptefs 
a great and tender concern for the fupport of our excellent 
conftitution, both in church and ftate^and the good order and 
welfare of his fubjeds. 


At 
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As we lliall ahvUys be ready tq^do our parts towards the at¬ 
taining ihcfe great ends, in every thing that comes before us. 
fo we truft that this good work in particular, which your Ma* 
jefty has fo much at heart, will bring down the blefling of Gcd 
upon all your undertakings, and be a means of promoting the 
quiet and peace, as it cannot but add to the glory, of your 
reign. j||| 

May your Majefty live not only to fee it accompli filed, but 
to enjoythe fruits of your piety, in a long and pro/perous 

reign over a religious, ac.d ordeily, and obedient, and thankful 
I 



• His AljJc/Iy's AuJ'-ver^ July 1715* 

Gentlemen, 

T THANK you for the juft concern exprefled in this ad- 
drefs for our*t;xcellent conftitution both in c'nurch and ftate, 
and for the alftifanccs you give me of promoting fo good and 
pious a defign: I could not expecl lefs from a Houfc of Com¬ 
mons which hath given fo many proofs of their affedion to 
me and my government. 


Addrefs to his by the Ilouft of Commojjfs'^ July iS, 1715. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fiibjcds, the 
Commons, in Parliairet'.t alTombiod, b^ing liighly con¬ 
cerned at the continued endeavour., of the enemies of your 
perfon and governmcnl to dillurb the tranquillity and happi- 
nefs of your kingdoms, and to deprive your people of the 
great bleilings they enjoy imder your aufpicious reign ; and it 
having appeared to us that, by the encouragement and the falfe 
and traitcrous infmiiations of perfons difafFedcd to your title 
and government, great numbers of your poor deluded fub- 
jeds have been prevailed upon, in many parts of the king¬ 
dom, to affcmble together, and, in a tumuUtJous and rebel- 
Jtous manner, to romniii great diforders, and do great injuries 
to others of their fellow fnbjeds and fellow proteftants; we 
think it our indirpcnfable duty, on this occafton, to exprefs 
pur utmoft abhorrence of all fuch traitcrous proceedings, and 
otir higheft refentment againft the authors and promoters of 
them j and to renew to your Majefty the hearty and vigorous 
Tcfolutions of your faithftl Commons to fupport your Majefty 
and your gou-rument againft all your open and fecret ene¬ 
mies; 
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micp; and to contribute th<^utmoft in on? power to the ho- 
'^nour and fafety of your facred perfon, and the quiet and fc- 
filrity of your government. 

' And, to that end, we crave leave mod humbly to bcfeech 
your Majcfty, that you will be gracioully pleafed to give 
diredlions to the fevcral magi Pirates throughout your king¬ 
dom, that the la as now in force may be put in a fpoedy and 
in the^ moll vigorous execution, againll all fuch perfons as 
lhall be found any way concerned in the rebellious and tumul¬ 
tuous riots and diforders wbich have been congmitted, and are 
now carrying on, by peifons clifaPiciflcd to your Majcfty and 
your government; and that a ftri6l inquiry maybe made, to 
difeover the authors and promoters of ilicm, fo as they may be 
brought to condign punilhment. 

And it being apparent, that the neglect or milbehaviour of 
many juftices of peace, aiul other magiftrates, have givea 
great encojirageyient to the fa’d oifordcis, we crave leave, in 
all humility, to befeech your Majcfty ,• that an^account may be 
taken of fuch jiifticcs ot pe.ue ai^ha\e 1 ailed in the dif- 
charge of their duty on thefe occafon*; and that fuch of them 
as fliall appear to your Maieity to liave negiei^ed their duty, 
may b<; lo.thwitli put out lA the ceai.n'iihoris of the peace; 
and (hat fuch other magiliriucs as ftui!'. liiicAife appear to your 
M.ijefty to I’.avc negledc'd their ditty therein, may be proceeded^ 
agairift with the iitmoft riifour of the law. 

And as your loyal Conm ons are fully alfurcd, that, by the 
wifdom and Readinefs of your auminu'traiinn, the feeptre in 
your royal hand will foon bacoiuo a. tenor to all ihofe who, by 
open or fecret praiSices, ftiall any Avay abet the enemies of 
your perfon or government; fo, from or.r moft dutiful regard 
to yourMajefty, and in jufticc to thofe of your fubje£ls, \vho, 
for their zeal and firm adherence* to your Majefiy atid your go¬ 
vernment, have been fulfercrs in the faid tumultuous and trai- 
terous diforders, we do mod humbly befcech your Majefty, 
that you will be moft graciouily plcafcd to give direiSlions, 
that an exa£l account may be taken of the loftes and damages 
which any of your fubjefls have fnflained by reafon of the 
faid tumultuous and rebellictt'S proceedings; and that the fuf- 
ferers may have full compenfation made them for their da¬ 
mages; your faithful Cenmons moft humbly aiTuring your 
l\^ajefty, that all expenfes which lhall be incurred on, that 
account (hall be made good to your Majcfty out of the next 
aids that lhall be afterwards granted by Parliament. 

And, for the fecurity of your facred perfon, and the quiet- 
iiig the minds of your faithful fubje6ls, we do further moft 
humbly advife your Majefty, that you will be gracioully 

plqafed 
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pleafed to give o/ders, that thee magidrates throughout the 
kingdom, in their feveral Aations, do fpecdily and eife^ually 
put the laws in execution againit papiils and nonjurors. \ 


Hh Majejif s Anfwer, yuly lOy 1715* 

Gentlemen, 

T THANK you heartily for your addrefs, and the' many 
marks of zeal and affeflion which you exprefs for my 
honour and fafefy, and the fecurity of the kingdom. 

I will give immediate directions for putting in execution 
the feveral matters which you fo juftly recommend to me; 
and as I am fefolved on all cccafions to follow the advice of 
my Parliament, fo I have no doubt but that, by the blcfling of 
Almighty God, and your feafonable and vigorous afliftance, I 
^ihall foon be enabled effectually to fupprcls that fpirit of. re¬ 
bellion which h fo induftrioufly fomented ameJng us, and to 
eftablifh the peace and profperity of my people. 


His Majejifs moji gracious Speech, yuly 20, 1715* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^HE zeal you have ihewn for preferving the peace of my 
kingdoms, and your wifdom in providing fo good a law 
to prevent all riotous and tumultuous proceedings, give me 
great fatisfaClion ; but 1 am forry to find that fuch a fpirit of 
rebellion has difeovered itfelf,’ as leaves no room to doubt but 
thefe diforders are fet on foot and encouraged by perfons difaf- 
feCted to my government, in expectation of being fupported 
from abroad. 

The prefervation of our excellent conftitntion, and the fe¬ 
curity of our holy religion, has been, and always fhall be, my 
chief care; and I cannot queftion but your concern for thefe 
invaluable bleflings is fo great as not to let them be expofed to 
fuch attempts as I have certain advices are preparing by the 
Pretender from abroad, and carrying on at home by a reftlefs 
party, in his favour. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

In thefe circumitances, I think it proper to afk your afliff- 
ance, and make no doubt but you will fo far confult your own 
fafety as not to leave the nation, under a rebellion a« 9 ually 
begun at home, and threatened with an invafion from abroaj, 
in a dcfencelefs condition; and I fliall look upon the provifion 
• * you 
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you (hall make for the fafet)^ of my people the bed mark of 
N^our affedion to me. 


Mejfagc from bis Majejiy, Augvji 30, 1715. 

George R. 

"LIIS^Majefty has been picafed to dired, that letters patents 
be prepared for granting to the Prince of Wales one hun¬ 
dred thoufand pounds pcr*anmimy out of the civil lift reve¬ 
nues, for the fupport of himfelf and his family; and likewife 
for granting thoufand pounds per annum^ together with 
Somerfet Houfe, to the Priiicefs of Wales, for her jointure, 
in cafe fhe (hall furvivc the Prince; but it not being in his 
Majefty’s power to extend this provifion to the Princefs be¬ 
yond his own life, his Majcily hopes that you will think it 
reafonable 10 enoble him to make rliis provili^n for the Prin¬ 
cefs certain and fecurc to her, during the term of her own 
life. • 


•His Afajejifs niojlgtadous Speech^ Scptimcer 2 'iy 17 * 5 * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM perfuaded you arc all, by this time, very defirous of 
fomc rccefs; and that it cannot be deferred longer without 
great inconvenience to your private affairs. 

But, before I can pan with you, I muft return you my 
moil fincere thanks for pour having tinilhed, with fo much 
wifdom and unanimity, what I recommended to your care; 
and particularly I muft thanl^ you, Gentlemen of the Houfe 
of Commons, for the provifion you have made, as well. for 
the fupport of the honour and dignity of the crown, as for 
the other necelTary occalions of the public; efpecially for 
your having done it by means fo little burdenfome to my peo¬ 
ple, which, 1 affure you, recommends the fupplies to me 
above any other circumftance whatfoever. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The open and declared rebellion which is now actually be¬ 
gun in Scotland muft convince all, who do not wilh to fee us 
given up into the hands of a popifh Pretender, of the dangers 
to which we have been and are ftill expofed. I thought it in¬ 
cumbent upon me to give you the earlieft notice of the defigns 
our enemies; and I cannot fufficiently commend the zeal 
and difpatch with W'hich you impowered me, at a time when 
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the nation was in fo naked and defencclcfs a condition, to 
make fuch preparations as I lliould think ncceirary for our 
curity. You lhall have no reafon to repent of the truft ana 
confidence you repofe in me, which I lhall never ufc to a/y 
other end than for the proleclion and welfare of my people. 

It was fcarcc to be imac;ined that any of my protcllanl fub- 
je£ls, who have kno.vn and enjoyed the benefits of our excel¬ 
lent conlUluiion, and have heard of the great dangoi;s they 
were wonderfully delivered from by the happy revolution, 
fhould, by any arts and management, be drawn into meafures 
that muft at once deftroy their religion and liberties, and fub- 
je 61 : them to popery and arbitrary power; but fuch has been 
our misfortune, that too many of my people have been de¬ 
luded, and made inftriimental to the Pretender’s defigns, who 
had never dared to think of invading us, or raifing a rebellion, 
had he not been encouraged by the fuccefs his cmiifaries and 
adherents have ^rcady had in flirritig up riots j^nd tumults, and 
by the farther hopes they entertain ot railing infurreitions in 
many parts of my kingfloms. « 

The endeavouring to perfuade my people that the church of 
England is in danger under my government has been the main 
artifice employed in carrying on this wicked and traitenous dc- 
llgn. This infinua'-ion, after the folemn affurances I have 
given, and my having laid hold on all opportunities to do 
every thing that may tend to the advantage of the church of 
England, is both unjuft and ungratefulnor can I believe fo 
groundlefs and malicious a calumny can make any impreffion 
upon the minds of my faithful fnbjc6ls; or that they can be fo 
far milled as to think the church oh England is to be fecured 
By fetting a popifli Pretender on the dironc. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The proofs tltis Parliament has given of their unfhaken duty 
9 nd affeftion to me, and of their love and zeal for the iniereft 
of their country, w'ill recommend you to the good opinion and 
efteem of all who have their religion and liberty truly at 
heart, and has laid a lading obligation upon me; and I quef- 
tion not but, by your farther alliftance in the fcvcral countries 
to which you are going, with the blefting of Almighty God, 
who hath fb frequently interpofed in favour of this nation, I 
fhali be able to difappoint and defeat the defigns of our ene¬ 
mies. 

Our meeting again to do bnfinefs early in the next winter, 
will be ufeful on many accounts ; particularly, that the fitting 
of Parliaments may be again brought into that feafon of the 
year which is moft convenient; and that as little delay iriay be 

given 



( 497 

givvn as is 'polliblc to your judicial proceedings: and I lluill, at 
prt-fent, j;ive fiieh orders tfc n'^ LordChance5!ur,asniaynot put 
it long out of my pov. ei to meet you on any Ibddv-n occalion. 


Speed? by the Speaker of the liouje. of CsmmonSy Odober 6 , 1715 . 

Moll grai i -us St)ver>.ign, 

\/ OL^iv M. jelly 's moll dulilul and loyal rtibjctSls, the knights, 
r ai> '1 burgcifcs, iii Parliament uU'embled, have 

now hnil 1 tin; fipplies gnmicd to your M'ljelly for the fer- 
^ ice of tl.i p efent year. Your Commons had much fooner 
oflered tltek- fupplics to your Majefty, had not their zeal for 
ycur Majelly’s fen ice, and the duty they owed thuir country, 
led tliein inio inquiries ty-liich have drawn this fellions to an un- 
ufual length. 

lint yc'ur Commons couhl not fee, without the utmoU in- 
digiyilion, the glories of her late Majcfly’s rclg» larniflicd by a 
treacherous cclfaiion of arms ; the faijh of treaties violated; 
that ancient probity, for wRich the Englilh nation had been 
jullly renowned throughout ali ages, expolVd to fcorn and con¬ 
tempt ; and the trade of the kingdom given up by inlidious 
and precarious treaties of commerce ; whilll (lie people, amufed 
with new worlds explored, were contented to fee the molt ad¬ 
vantageous branches of their commerce in Europe loft or 
betrayed. 

Such was the condition of the kingdom, when it pleafed the 
Divine Providence to call yonr Majelty to the throne of your 
anceftors, under whofe auluicious reign your Commons, with 
pleafiirc, behold the glorjis of the Plantagcncts, your Ma¬ 
jelly’s royal anceftors, revive; and have an unbounded profpedt 
of the continuance of this happinefs, even to the lateft pofterity, 
in a race of princes lineally defeended from your Majefty. 

And that nothing might be wanting on the part of your Com¬ 
mons 10 eflablifli your Majefty’s throne on folicl and lading 
foundations, they have applied ihemfelves, with unwearied 
diligence, to vindicate the honour of the Britifti nation, and to 
reftorc a mutual confidence between this kitigdom and its an¬ 
cient and faithful allies, by deteifting the authors of thefe per¬ 
nicious counfcls, and tlie aiftors in thefe treacherous deligns, in 
order to bring them to juft ice by the judgment of their peers, 
according to the law of the land, and the ufage of Parlia¬ 
ment. ' 

It was not to be expeefted but that the enemies to the nation's 
pface would ufe their utmoft endeavours to obftruift your Com¬ 
mons in thefe inquiries; but dcfpairing of any fuccefs in the 
\^oL. I. K k repre- 
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reprefentative body of the kingdom, they fomented tumults 
among the dregs of the people at home, and fpirited up the 
Pretender from abroad. This gave your faithful Commons 
freih opportunities of (hewing their affeflion to your Majefty’s 
pcifon, and their fidelity to your government, by their unani- 
ui'ius concurrence in granting fuch fupplics as were ncceflary to 
difuppoint the one, and by their palling fiich laws as were 
necellary to fiipprcfs the other; and in every rcfpc£f to ex- 
prefs their abhorrence of a popilh Pretender, concerning»whom 
nothing remains unful'pedlcd, but his bigotry to fiiperdition. 
and his hatred to our holy religion ; for the advancement of 
which, your Majefty has cxpreircd your pious care, by recom¬ 
mending to your Commons the providing a maintenance for 
the minillcrs who arc to officiate in the new churches. This 
your Commons readily complied with,.triiffing that the prayers 
there offered to the Almighty will bring down a bleffingon all 
your Majefty’s undertakings ; and not doubting but the doc¬ 
trines there tav.ght, will be a means to fecttrc the quiet of 
'your kingdoms, and the obedience of your people. 

'J'he revenues let apart for the ufes of the civil government 
your Commons foujid (o much entangled with mortgages and 
.'inticipatiuns, that wdiat remained was far from being fufficieni 
to fupport the honour and dignity of the crown : this your 
Commons took into ferious conlideration *, and being truly 
fenlible, that, on your Majefty’s greatnefs the happinefs of your 
fubjeiSls entirely depends, they have put the civil revenues into 
the fame ftalc in which they were granted to your Majefty’s 
glorious predcced'or King William, of immortal memory ; 
and thereby enabled your Majefty to make an ample provilion 
for the Prince of Wales, w'hofe herb c virtues are the beft fecu- 
rity of your Majefty’s throne, as liis other perfunal endow¬ 
ments arc the joy of all your faithful fubjetls. 

I fhoiild but ill difeharge the truft repofed in me by the 
Commons, did 1 not lay before your Majefty with what cheer- 
fulnefs they received your Majefty’s gracious interjtions for her 
royal highnefs the Princefs ; and with how much readinefs and 
unanimity they enabled your Majefty to fettle a revenue fuit- 
ablc to the dignity bf a Princefs, whofe piety and fteady adhe¬ 
rence to the proteft.ant religion is the glory of the prefent age, 
and will be the admiration of all future generations. 

May it pleafe your MajclLV, 

The bills which the Commons have prepared to complete 
the fupplies for this year’s fervice, and for the other purpofes 1 
have mentioned, are feverally intituled, 

A» 
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An aft to enable his Maje^y to fettle a revenue for fupporting 
the dignity of her royal higlinefs, in cafe ihe fliall furvivc his 
royal hiighncfs the Prince of Wales : 

An aft for enlarging the capital dock and yearly fund of the 
South Sea Company ; and for fupplying theriby 822,0^2/. 4^. 
%d. to public ules ; and for railing 169,000/. for the like iifos, 
by faie of annuities, upon divers encouragements therein n'icn<- 
tioned ; and for appropiiating fcveral fupplics granted to his 
Majeriy : 

An aft for making provision for the mlniftcrs of the fifty 
new churches, which are to be built in and about the cities of 
London and Wellminlter, and fuburbs thereof; and for re¬ 
building and finifhing the parilh church of St. Mary Wolnoth, 
in the faid city of London : 

Which they, with ali humility, now prefent to your Majefty 
for your royal aflent. 


His Majefty s Meffage to th$ Houfe of ClmmonSi Dec. 14, 1715. 
George Rex. 

TLIIS Majefty underftanding that many, both of the Houfe of 
Lords and Commons, are detained in the country, as \vell 
by their private as the public bufinefs; and the holidays being 
fo near, during which there is ufually a recefs ; it is his Ma¬ 
jefty’s pleafure, that the Parliament adjourn to Monday, the 
9th day of January next; at which time his Majefty intends 
the Parliament ftiall lit to do bufinefs. 


His Majefys mof gracious Speechf January 1716. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'^HE zeal and afFeftion to my government, and the vigilant 
care for the fafety of the nation which you have ftiewn in 
your refpeftive countries, have not only fully anfwered my expec¬ 
tations, but give me aftiirances that you are met together, re- 
folved to aft with a fpirit becoming a time of common danger, 
and with fuch a vigour as will end in the confufion of all thofe 
who have openly engaged in this rebellion, and in the lhame 
and reproach of fuch as, by fecret and malicious infinuations, 
have fomented, or by an avowed indifference, encouraged this 
traitorous enterprize. 

It is, 1 doubt not, a great fatisfaftion to you, to have ob-, 
itrved that the powers yon intrufted me with for the preferva- • 
tion of the public fafety, hive been employed in the raoft pro- 

K k a per 
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per and eiKrfliial banner, and made ftriflly fiibfervicnf to 
thole piirpcfes only for which you intended them ; and you 
muit have had the pleafure to refledl, with me, that^as the. 
mcafnre.^ taken for our dcience have been jnll and necelTary, fo 
it has pleafed the Divine Providence to blefs them with a feries 
of fuitable fuccefs : and 1 cannot but take this opportunity of 
doing jullice to the officers and foldicrs of the army, whofc 
brave and faithful difeharge of tlieir duty has difappointed our 
enemies, and contributed lb much to the fafely of the nafton. 

I did hope the detecting ami pi;eventing the defigned irifur- 
redlions in fomc pans of the kingdom, and the defeating, in 
others, thofe who had taken up arms againft me, would have 
put an end to this rebellion : bi t it is plain, that our enemies, 
animated by fome fecrct hope-s of allillancc, are Hill endeavour¬ 
ing to fiipport this defperate iindertakixg; and the Pretender, 
as I have reafon to believe, is now landed in Scotland. 

It is, however, with pleafure I cai acquaint you, that not- 
withllanding tltife intelliuc commotions, Gr'eat Britain has, 
in fomemcafurc, recov ered its irdueficc and reputation abroad: 
the treaty for fettling the,barricr for the Netherlands is now folly 
concluded between the Kmperor and the States General, under 
my-guaranty. The King of Spain has agreed to a treaty, by 
which that valuable branch of our commerce will be delivered 
from the new impofilioris and hardlhips to which it was fubjcdl- 
eJ by the late treaties, and will Hand fettled, for the future, 
on a foot more advantageous and certain than it ever did in the 
moH HcuriHiing time of any of my prcdecelfors j and the treaty 
for renewing all former alliances between the crown of Great 
Britain and the States General is brought very near to its con- 
cluHon. c 

Gentlemen of the Hoiifc of Commons, 

I muH rely on your affeiHion to me, and your care and con - 
cern for the fafety of the nation, to grant me fuch fupplies as 
may enable me to rcHorc and to fecure the peace of the king¬ 
dom ; and I will order eHimates of the iieceltary expenfes to be 
laid before you. 

Among the many nnavoidablc ill confeqiiences of this rebel¬ 
lion, none alfedls me more fenfibly, than that extraordinary 
burden w'hich it has and muH create to my faithful fubjc£ls ^ 
to eafe them, as far as lies in my power, I take this firH oppor¬ 
tunity of declaring, that I will freely give up all the eltatcs 
that Htall become forfeited to the crown by this rebellion, to 
be applied towards defraying the extraordinary expenfes in¬ 
curred on this occafion. 

My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, • 

It is matter of the greatcit uneafincfs to me, that the firft 
years of my reign, the whole coiirfcof v\hieh I wiflied to have 
tranfir.itti d to pollerity, diltinguilhed by the fair and endearing 
marks ot pcaee and clemency, Ihoiild be cloii.’ed and ovcicalt 
witli fo unnatural a rebellion 5 which, howe\er impotent and 
imrucccfsfiil, a due care may render it in all oti.cr riTpc^ls, does 
inoft fenlibly alhivSt me, by the calamities it has brought on 
many of my taiihful fijhje6t«, and by thofc indifpcnfable returns 
of feverity vliich their lufflrings and the public fafety do moll 
jukly call tor. Under this coi.eorn, my grcatcll comfort is, 
that [ cannot i' proach myfedt h itli having given the leaft pro¬ 
vocation to that fpirit of difcourcnt am' calumny that h.'S been 
let loole againtt me ; or ^thc lead prc.ence lor kindling the 
flame of this rebellion. 

' Lci thofe whofc fatal counfcls laid ilic foundation of all thefe 
mifehiefs, and thofc whofc private dil. oivonls and diOppoint- 
ments, difguifed uniicrVfalfe pretences, liav* betrayed great 
numbers of deluded pcop1c,ViTrt''^hcir dedrudion, anfwcr 
for the miferies in w! ich they have imolved their fellow fob-- 
jc£l<;. 1 quedion not but that, with the continuance ol God’s 

blcliing, who alone is able to form good out of evil, ami with 
the c.ieertul atlillance of my Parliament, wc lliall, in a fhort 
lime, fee this rebelli >n end not only in reilorlngthc tranquillity 
of luy government, hm in proem iug a iirm and lading eifca- 
blilhnicnr ot that excell*.nr coniliiutiou in church and date, 
■which it was manifcttly deligned to fubvert; and that this open 
and flagrant attempt in favour ol popery will abolilh all other 
didindions among us, bui of Inch as arc zealous alienors of 
the liberties of ihcir county, the prefent eflablilhmcnt, and the 
protedant religion, and of fucb as arc endcavoming to lubjed 
the nation to the revenge and tyranny of a popifli Pretender. 


^ddrefs by the Houfe of Commons^ January 10, 1716. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majclly’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament all'embled, 
return your Majedy our unfeigned thanks for your mod gra¬ 
cious fpecch from the throne. 

We beg leave mod heartily to congratulate your Majedy 
upon the fnccefs that has attended your arms : and it is with 
the greated fatisfadion we obferve, that the olheers and foldiers 
, pf the army have, by a brave anti flaithful difeharge of their 
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duty, deferved yow Majefty’s approbation; and that the juft 
and neceflary mcafures taken lorItrengthening your iViajefty’s 
hands have had fo good an in preventing infurredlions 

in feveral parts of the kingdom. 

The wile and leafonable provifion which your Majefty has 
XBadc, both at home and Irom abroad, for the faiciy of the 
nation ; your goodnef'? in gH'ing all fuch eftates as fhall be 
forfeited by this rebtllion in cafe of your ptople; and the ten¬ 
der regard and concern whicli you have been pleafed to Cxprcfs 
for their fiitfcrings i call for ill the returns of duty, zeal, and 
affedion, which faiihful and loyal fubjedls can owe, or pay to 
the belt of kings. 

'I'his rebellion, for which nc^ the leaf! colour of provocation 
has been g.ven, as it ought very jnltly to be the objed of your 
Majcity's contempt, fo it rufes in ,yC.sir truly loyal Coininons 
the highell refentinent and indigna.i ui againlt thofe ungratetui 
deCperate rebels, whi;fe pernicious principles, piivate difcon- 
tents, and difap^oiiuments, have enga)^ed them to involve their 
country in blood and coptulion.,,' 

Vve look with pity upon *’..ole unhappy deluded people, who, 
by falfe pretences and malici'ius inlinuations, have been be¬ 
trayed to their ov'ii dcltnidion : but we detcll, and will do 
our utmoft to confound the devices of thofe who, profclling an 
unlimited obedience, have Itiried up a rebellion againlt your 
Majefty ^ and, under the difgi.ifc of the danger of the church, 
are endeavouring to introduce popiiy; and when wc refled, 
that nothing Icfs than our holy religion, rour Majefty’s crown, 
and the liberties of our country, are concerned in the event of 
this wicked undertaking, we cannottbiit with altonilhment ob- 
ferve the inditFercnce of fume in*^ liis great and important 
juncture. 

■ But your faithful Commons, with hearts full of a due fenfe 
of the invaluable blellings which they enjoy under your Ma- 
jefly’s molt aufpicious government, offer their lives and fortunes 
in defence of yonr undoubted tide to the crown, in fupport of 
of the proleltant religion, and in maintenance of the liberty and 
propei ty of the fubjerft \ v\hich, as they were w'opderfully pre- 
ferved to us by your Majefty’s happy acceflion to the throne, 
can only be fecuied to poilerity by the eye oi Heaven w^atching 
pver, and guardr^g your facred perfon, and your royal family. 

And, that ihis nation may long continue to be a pro'eltant 
and a free people, your iijoft dmifn! and loyal C^unmons do 
moft readily promife to '.rant Inch early and cffedfual fupplies, 
as may cni ble your M ijelty to put an end to this unnatural 
Tcbellion ; to confound and extinguifh for ever all hopes of the 
Pretender, his open stnd fcciet abettors j and fecure the future 
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peace and tranquillity of your kingdoms ;tbclng well airure4 
that your good people will think no l)urd.;n grievous, that is ne- 
ccH'ary for the preicrvation of all that is dear and valuable to 
them. 

But your Majcfty’s care and c<^nccrn for the public welfare 
has not been confined to your own kingdoms ; and however 
your enemies might Haiftr 'hemfclvci. tint ihefe inti,itiue com¬ 
motions would Icifcn t ie iniluence of Great Ifritain in foreign 
parts,* your Commons vvith admiration fee, and v/ith gratitude 
acknowledge the efFedd ot yj^nir wirdoni, which has been able to 
funnount thele difficulties, in fettling the barrie r treaty tor the 
Netherlands between the Emperor and the States General, 
under your iVIajelly’s guarar.iee; in having made fo great a 
progrefs towards renewing^jfl former alliances between Great 
Britain and the Statesvjenfcral ; and particularly in delivering 
that valuable branch ol commerce with Spain from thofe 
grievous impolitions am/hardffitps to which it was fubjcdled by 
the treachery iff the lat\ mal-adminiltralion. • 

And as the fame fatal 'ahJ ^?rnicious counfels have been the 
caufe and fource of all tfie inifciNcfj^ and calamities that muft 
attend this unnatural rebellion ; and as your faithful Commons, 
defiious to tefUfy their zeal and duty to your Majelly, and their 
abhorrence of this trcafonable t nterprizc, have already exerted 
thcmfclves in endeavouring to bring to fpeedy and exemplary 
jiiftice the open and declared inflrumcnts of this rebellion, they 
think ihemfelves obliged, in jufticc to their injured country, to 
continue, in the molt vigorous and impartial manner, to profe- 
cutc the authors of thofe evil and deltrudlive counfels, which 
have drawn dowm thefe wiifcries upon the n&tion. 

' — : 

His A'IajtJ}y\ Aujwery January 12, 1716. 
Gentlemen, 

T RE 1 U 'CN you my hearty thanks for the kind and warm 
affiiraiices of loyalty contained in this addrefs, from which I 
promife niyf- lf the moll happy confequcnccs, lince nothing can 
fo elf '^tu.illy redore the peaee and tranquillity of the kingdom, 
as the commendable zeal you have exprclfed upon this occafion. 


His Majeji^s mojl gracious Speechy January 16, i7i6« 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAD reafon to believe, when 1 laft fpok? to you, that the 
Pretender was landed in Scotland ; the accounts 1 have re¬ 
ceived fince, do put it beyond all doubt, that he is heading the 

K k 4 rebel- 



504 ) 

'rebellion there, and does alTume the (lile and title of Kinft of 
thefe realms: his adherents do likewife confidently affirm, that 
affiirances are given them of fuppori from abroad: this Parlia¬ 
ment hath, on all occafions, expreffid fo much duty to me, and 
fo true a regard for the religious and civil rights ol my people, 
that I am perfuaded this daring prefun-ption of our enemies will 
heighten your jult indignation againlt them, and beget fuch 
further refolutions, as, with the blefling of God, will enable 
me to defeat their attempt. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

The inoft efFe£lual way to put a fpeedy end to thefe troubles 
will be, to make fuch a provificl(ji as may difcourafjc any foreign 
power from affifling the relx. Is : 1 do therefore hope, that every 
fincere proteftant and true Briton vy\^^^■l(,x)k upon the extraordi¬ 
nary expenfe which a timely preparation may require, to he 
the beft hufbandry ; fince it will, in axj. human probability, pre¬ 
vent that defolalV>n, and thofc calamiti^-s \vhich> w ould unavoid¬ 
ably enfue if the rebellipn fhould .V-s ■.'tiffcrcd to fpread, and be 
fupported by popifli forces fv^ifi abroad. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The world muft be convinced, by all yon have already done, 
that you have nothing but the honour and interefl of your coun¬ 
try at heart: and, for my own part, 1 rely entirely upon you ; 
and doubt not but you will take fuch refolutions at this jiindturc, 
as will be moft for the prefent fafeiy and future eafe of my 
people. 

jiddrefs by the Houje of Commons to Kin^f fan. 23, iyi6. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjcfls, the 
Ctmimons ftf Great Britain, in Parliament aft'cmbled, 
do, with all liumility, return our unfeigned thanks tor your 
jtiort gracious Ipeech from the throne, and for your great good- 
nefs in communicating to us thofc important advices, which fo 
hfghly concern the immediate fafety ot your kingdom. 

We can never fufficiently exprefs our grateful fenfe of your 
Majefty’s conftant care and tendernefs for your people, on 
every occafion, fince your acceffion to the throne ot your an- 
ceftors ; but it is with the utmoft fatisfa£lion of heart, that we 
now experience the happy effc£ls of that juft confidence which 
your loyal and aftc£fionatc Commons have already repofed in 
your great wifdom, for making fuch augmentation of troops as 
your Majefty fhould find neceliary for our common fafety. 

And 
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And tlicngh the growth of this rebellion has already necefli- 
tated an incrcafe of forces ; )^et vve mull ever acknowledge your 
wife and ti.nder concern for your people, in having made provi- 
fion f jr our defence, in fuch manner, at this time of common 
danger, as miift cOi.viiice the world that it is with the uMuolfc 
reliidancy to your Majeify that any further burdens are brought 
on your fubjeds ; and that your Majefty has uotliitig at heart 
but the fecuiity and welfare of your people. 

Yoifr dutiiul Commons do likewife acknowledge, with the 
highelt gratitude to your Majefty, that to the prudent difpolition 
of your forces, not only the defigt.s of our enemies to have 
railed infurredions in mai.y parts of the kingdom have been en¬ 
tirely fruftrated, and the peac^nd tranquillity of thefe nations 
thereby, in a great meaiurc/preferved 5 but to that we owe, 
under Ciod, thofeJi^jal I'lJccifes whicii have checked the pro- 
grefs of the rebellion, au^which have given us, your faithful 
Commons, fo early and/ift an occahon to exert f)iirlclves, in 
the molt vigoroftsand efidual manner, for bringing fomcof the 
chief adors in ii tocondig'i j. ^vilhmcnt, 

Wc are aftonithed at the darfn^prcfimiption of the Preten¬ 
der and his adherents, and do moft iinccrcly and heartily alfurc 
your Majefty, that onr indignation is thereby heightened againft 
them ;‘and that we cannot I'o far forget our duty and affedlion 
to your Majefty, and our concern for our religion and liberties, 
as not to take, at u.is critical jundure, inch larlher refointions, 
as will efFednally enable your Majefty, with the bleflingof God, 
to defeat their d..rigns. 

Your faiihiul Commons being therefore firmly and unalter¬ 
ably rei'olvcd to fparc no c»pcal'e, and to decline no liazard, for 
the fupj^ort of your Majf fly’s title and government, whereon 
all that is dear and valuable to us and our poftcrities, under 
God, entirely depends; and being moft earneftly defirous to 
give all imaginable proofs of our conftant and unlhaken zea^ 
anclaftedion for your facred perfon ; and being tlioroughly con¬ 
vinced that vve cannot more cfFedual!> confnlt our own fecu- 
rity, than by teititying our entire confidence in your Majefty’s 
known juftice, wifdom, and goodnefs ; do moft humbly befcech 
your Majefty, that you will be gracioiifly plcafcd to give diredions, 
from lime to time, for fuch further augmentation of troops, as 
the exigency of affairs lhall render neccH'ary. 

And we do farther alVure your Majefly, that we will grant 
fuch fupplies as fhall be fuificient, not only to maintain fuch, 
additional forces, and to defeat all the attempts of your ene¬ 
mies, both at home and abroad, and to prevent thofc calamities 
which muft enfuc, if this unnatural rebellion fhould be fuftered 
to fpread j but alfo to enable your Majefty, with the blelling of 
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God, efFe6liialIy to fticw your refcntment agaltul any foreign 
power that fliall prefume, dire<^ly or indiredly, to abet or 
fupport the Pretender, or his adherents. 


Anf'wer by h\s Majcjly^ "Jamaryi.^^ 1716. 
Gentlemen, 

T THANK you heartily for this addrefs. If any thintT could 
add to the good opinion this ^loufe of Comnuuit cieferves 
from me, it would be the zeal aiTl unanimity you have Ihewn 
upon this occafion. You may flepcnd upon my continuing al¬ 
ways, as I havL hitherto done,^to make ufc of t!\e confidence 
and powers you put in me, ouiy^lor rcllormg and fecuring the 
peace and quiet of my people. 


U'lS s m'lfl gr aciius SpeceJ^f February 17, 1716. 

* .r ’‘ * 

My Lords and Gentlgiif<l',’ 

T TAKE this opportunity of acquainting you, that my forces 

have obliwd the PreUmder to fly out of Scotland : .md he is 
fince, as I am informed, landcfl near GravLlincsi but 1 don’t 
Jtnow yet, whether any country in amity with us will give him 
proteftion, after having fo ptiblioly invaded our kingdom. 

The dangers to which the nation was expofed, >i.ade me de¬ 
termine lliat neither the exiraordinary rigc.ur of the fcafon, 
nor any fallacious propr.fal of the rebels, ihould divert me 
from ufuig all polliblc endeavours towards putting a fpeedy and 
cffc^ual end to tins unnatural rebellAm. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I muft return you my thanks for the great progrefs you have 
fnade in the fupplies. I'he necelTary difpofitions are made for 
raifmg additional forces ; but, as I fliall always confuU the 
fafe of my people, as far as it is confiftcnt with their own fccu- 
rity, 1 fliall not make ufe of the confidence you have placed in 
me, unlefs the reillcfs malice of our enemies Ihould make it 
pecefl'ary to go on with thofe levies. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I promife myfelf, from the zeal and wifdom of this Parlia¬ 
ment, that the future happinefs and tranquillity of my fubje£ls 
wdll be eflabliihed on a folid foundation, and fuch meal'ures 
taken as may deprive our enemies at home of the power, fince 
|hat alone can deprive tlicm of the inclination, again to attempt 
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the difturbance of my government : this, therefore, is what I 
think myfclf obliged to rccoiifmend to yon, as a deliberation of 
the utniolt importance to the future fafcty, eafe, and profperitj 
of my people. 


Addrcfs to his Majijly by the Houfe of Commons^ Feb. 18, iyi6. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 


your Majclly's moft dutiful and loyal lubje<?ls, the 
Commons of Great ^Britain, in Parliament all'emblcd, 
do, with hearts full of gratitude, return your Majefty our un¬ 
feigned thanks for your moll gracious fpecch from the throne; 
and do beg leave molt heartily u, congratulate with your Majefty 
upon the fuccefs with which lias pleafed Almighty God fo far 
to blefs your arms, as.to fcrcc the Pretender out of your Ma- 
jelU'’s dominions. 

We are willing to hope, that no prince or ftate In amity 
with your Majesty will give refuge, countenance, or protc^ion 
to a perfon, who, in fo iio^ 'rjous a npnner, has dillurbed the 
peace of your kingdoms :*but tos^dangers to which your Ma- 
jefty’s facred perfon and government, the religion, laws, and 
liberties of our coiintiy, have been once expofed, by this vile 
attempt, would leave your Commons 'without cxcufe to thofe 
they reprefent, if they Ihould fee with patience the nation ex¬ 
pofed to the like hazard for the future, by the Pretender to your 
Majefty’s crown being Ihcltered in your neighbourhood : we do 
therefore make it our humble requeft to your Majefty, that you 
w'ill life the moft earncll and moft prelliiig inftanccs with all 
princes and ftjtis in anyly wdth your Majefty, that he may 
not be liarbourcd in ihci^tcnitorics: and vfe beg leave to give 
your Majefty the llrongAl alfurances, that we will, to the ut- 
moft of our power, contribute whatever lliall, by your Majef- 
ty, be judged necelfary to render thofe inftanccs efFedlual. 

I'he tender regard w’hich your Majefty exprelfcs for the eafe 
of your people, in declining to put the nation to any farther 
expenfe at prefuit, for additional forces, does, if poilible, 
heighten that conhdence which wc fo jultly had repofed in you: 
but we befeech your Majefty, that in fettling the proportion of 
forces to be maintained this year by fca and land, your Majefty 
will have fuch a regard to the difpolition and prcjiaraiions of our 
neighbours, from time to time, as to provide cffetSlually for the 
fecurity of your kingdoms againft any power that Ihall prefum^ 
to countenance or abet the Pretender. 

Your Commons cannot fufficiently exprefs the juft feufe they. 
Jiave of your Majefty’s confuinmate wilUom, and firm refolu- 
tjon, not to be diverted or amufed by any difficulties of the 

fcafoDi^ 
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ftrafon, or any fpcgious artiikes, for the purfuing the rebels iti 
ScoiUnf? to thtir feveral retreats; •fin-.e that mctliod alone could 
Tcftorc, and fecure with honour, peace and tranquiiliiy to that 
part of your dominions. 

It is with the iitinolt concern wc oblervc, that the malice and 
inveteracy of our encmits at home ii- fo great, that they want 
not the inclination to dilturh your Pvlajciiygoi ernnicnt ; but 
your faithful Common:'., in duly to your Ma‘ei '1 an 1 lovp for 
their country, will endeavour to deprive tlicin Ot .’.c p- vVer, by 
taking fuch prudent and neceirary nicafures as m.iy . . ut cfFcdlu- 
ally fecurc the future fafety, cafe, and profpi,iity of your 
people. 


His Alaj'Jlys ^‘Infvjcr, Fz’^nuiry 2I, 1716. 

Gentlemen, 

T ’I'HANK you for this dutiful ai\d alfc£lionate addrefs-; I 
will endeavour, by all proper means, to prevent the Pre- 
, tcnder's-bcing fuif'ered to give p(;iifcTljal jt aloulies, by continuing 
in our neighbourhood ; if the advices I (hall receive 

from abroad do render it neccllary, iiot lofe any lime in making 
fuch an augmentation of forces, by fea and land, as may, with 
the blelfing of (.iod, cifeOually anfwcr your vvidies to fee the 
nation fecured from any foreign or intcllinc attempt what- 
foever. 

— ^■ii UO I 


Mt'(Jag{ from his Mujcjly to the Ilotife of Commons^ 
March 23, 1716. 

GlorgeRex. V 

TJlS Majefty has been pleafed to dircdl, that letters patent be 
prepared for «ranting the regalities and lands now remain¬ 
ing in the crown, in North and South Wales, and Clicfhire, 
to his royal higlinefs the Prince of Wales; but, it not being 
in his IVJajedy’s power to grant the fame in fuch a manner and 
form as the principality of Wales and earldom of Cheflcr were 
ufually granted to former Princes of Wales, his Majefly hopes 
you will think it rcafunable to enable him to make this grant 
accordingly. 


His Majefys mof gracious Speech^ Ftbruary 20, 1717* 

Mv Lords and Gentlemen, 

T W A S in hopes, that the fuccefs which it pleafed God to give 
^ us, in defeating the late rebellion, might have fecured to the 
pation pc^cc, plenty, and tranquillity. 

My 




My endeavours have not been wanting, d*iring your iscccfs, 
to intprove the luippy profpedt which was in view, by entering 
into fuch negotiations, as I judged mult conducive to ihoh: 
good ends; and ’tis with pleal'nre I can acquaint you, 'I'hat 
many defecls in the treaties of Utrecht, which very nearly 
attedted the trade, and even the fccuriiy of thefo-kingdoms, 
have been rcmtdicd by fubfcquciU conventions; the happy con- 
fcqucncc& of whicli have already very fenfihly appeared, by the 
tlourillilng condlsion of our trade and credit. 

By the alliance lately concUided with f iance, and the States 
General, we arc foon to be eafed of all future apprchenilons 
from Dunkirk and Mardyke; tlic Pretender is adlually removed 
beyond the Alps; his adherents are deprived of all hopes of 
fupport and countenance from France; and even the alliitancc 
of that crown is lHp*'bted to us, in cafe of exigency. 

Ijr'ftiemed reafonahle to oxpct'i, that fuch a lituation ofaftairs 
at home and abroad ihon'ld 'lave recovered from their dclufion 
all fuch of our ffibjcdls as had unliappily been^edneed by the 
craft and wickcduers of dcljjLra*'; and jll-dcligning men; and 
thereby have afforded me the oppoi‘uqify, which 1 defired, of 
following the natural ben' of niv own inclinations to lenity, by 
opening this feilion with an Ai'l of Grace: but fuch is the ob- 
lliuatc a'ud inveterate rancour i>f a taclion amongll us, that it 
hath again prompted them to animate and flir up foreign powers 
to diftiirb the peace of their na'.ive country: they will chufe 
rather to make Britain a fecne of blood and confufu.u, and to 
venture even the putting tl is kingdom imder a foreign yoke, 
than give over tlieir darling defign of impoling a poplfli Pre¬ 
tender. # 

1 have ordered to be laid^before you copies of letters, which 
have palfed between the ^wedifh minifters on this occafion; 
which contain a certain account of the projeded invafion: and 
1 proinifc rnyfelf, from your experienced zeal and affedlioii to 
my perfon and government, that you will conic to fuch refolu- 
lions, as will enable me, by the blefling of God, to defeat all 
the dehgns of our enemies againfl us* 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I did hope, the putting an end to the late rebellion would 
have fo far feciired the peace and tranquillity of the nation, that 
I might, confjftcntly with the fafety of my people, have made 
a confiderable redudion of the forces: but the preparations, 
which are making from abroad to invade us, oblige me to afk 
fuch fupplies, as you fliall find abfolutcly necclfaryfor the defence 
of the kingdom. 


You 
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You are all fen^ible of the infupportabic weight of the na¬ 
tional debts, which the public became engaged for, from the 
neceffity of the times; the preifures of a long and expenfive 
war, and the languilhing ftate of public credit: but the feene 
being now fo happily changed, if no new difturbances fhall 
plunge us again into ftraits and difficulties, the general expec¬ 
tation feenis to require of you, that you ihould turn your 
thoughts towards foine method of extricating yourfelvcs, by re¬ 
ducing by degrees tlie debts of the nation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have an entire confidence in you; and have therefore no¬ 
thing toafk, but tliat you would take fuch mcafures as will belt 
fecure your religion and liberties: wdiilc you preferve thofc 
incflimablc bleffings, I fhall lit eafy awl f-d'e on my throne; 
having no other view but the happinefs and profperity my 
people. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commo,is^ February 21, 1717* 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje£ls, the Com- 
mens of Great Britain, in Parliament alfcmbled, return 
your Majefly their humbleil; thanks for your moft gracious 
fpcech from the throne. 

Your Majefty’s fafe and happy return into your kingdoms 
gave an univerfal joy to all your people; and as the prudent ad- 
miniltration of the government by his royal highnefs the 
Prince of Wales, under yonr Majefly, did, in fomc degree, 
make the want of your royal prefeno^; more eafy to us, we beg 
leave to congratulate your Majefly upon the peace andfecurity, 
that, during your Majefly’s abfence, was, by the great care of 
his Royal Highnefs, preferved in the kingdom, to the general 
fatisfadlion of all your fiibjecls. 

We can never fiiffieienrly acknowledge the repeated inftanccs 
of your Majefty’s goodnefs and unwearied concern for the wel¬ 
fare of your kingdoms: ^\•c fee, with admiration, many of the 
fatal defc( 5 ls of the treaties at Utrecht, and the great difadvan- 
tagesthat were impofed upon this nation, at the head of a vic¬ 
torious army, and powerful confederacy, happily remedied by 
your Majefly, even in the mklll of intefline dangers and trou¬ 
bles: your confuininate wifdom has renewed thofe alliances that 
were bafely betrayed and diflblved, and concluded fuch new 
treaties, as may render the peace fafe and lafling; and we are 
at a lofs to determine, whether, in future ages, the, fuffering 

3 '•>« 
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tile demoliiion of the port of Dunkirk be fcandaloudy 
evaded, will be a greater rcf%-oaeh, or the procuring the dc- 
• llrudion of the Iluiccs of Manlykc, a greater honour to the 
Brltifh nation. 

We cannot at the fame time, but with the higheft refentpnent 
and indignation, look upon the obllinate and inveterate ran¬ 
cour of ihofe, who are ag-.in endeavouring to embroil their na¬ 
tive country in blood and confulion: it is allivilliing to find, 
that any, who call iheinfclvts protcllants, can ec fo inflexible 
and reillcfs in their eudeavoujs toimpofe uponu.- a popifli Pre¬ 
tender; and rather venture to fubjctil the kingdom to a foreign 
yoke, than depart from their darling and avowed delign of al- 
TPVing and fubverting the prefent liappy eftablifhment in the 
protellant fucceJuon. We adore the waichful tye of heaven, 
that has I'o wonderfully guardcil and prote(^.led your facred per- 
fon; a-uthcaunoi too much extol tlic vvifdom and vigilance that 
has been ufed, in fo early and feafonably difeovering thisdefpe- 
rate attempt; and, in order molt eft'ctJluaily tcnidcfeat it, your 
faitliful ComiTK ii?, with hearts lincercjy zealous in the caufe 
of their King and CO”at ry, dliiirc your Majclty, that they will, 
to the utmolt, f .t;;u by and fupport your Majeliy againft all 
your enemies at noine and abroad, that liiall, in any manner, 
prefume'to aid or abet the Pretender to your crown; and will 
moll cheerfully grant to your Ivlajelly fuch fupplies as (hall be 
found nccclfary for the fafety of your royal perion, and the de¬ 
fence of th”. kingdom. 

We arc all but too fenfiblcof the infupportabic vreight of the 
national debts; and therefore will not ncgledl to apply our- 
felves with all polhble dllig/ncc and attention to the great and 
ncccifaiy work of reducing and lellcning, by degrees, this heavy 
burden; which may prov 4 the moft elFedlual means of pre- 
ferving to the public funds a real and certain fecurity. 


His Majejiy's Jlnftuer^ Februa '723, 1717. 

Gentlemen, 

« 

duty and zeal w'hich you exprefs, in this loyal addrefs, 
“*■ to my perfon and government; your affedionatc concern 
for the welfare of your country; your promifes of an effedlual 
fupport againfl all our enemies at home and abroad: and your 
* refolution of applyingyourfclvcs taeafe my peopu:, by reducing 
gradually the heavy load of the public debts, deferve my hearty* 
thanks: 3^00 (hall never have caufe to repent of the confidence 
you repofe in me; the honour, welfare, and profperity of this 
naiiun being what 1 have chiefly at hcait. 
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uMtJpi^e from his ATajtJfy, April * 7 * 7 * 

George Hex. 

prlS Maj(-fty, being defirous above all tilings, not only to 
fecure his king loins againlt the prefent danger with which 
they are threateilcJ from S.vei'cn, but likewifc to prevent, as 
tar as is polhblc, the like apprehenfions for the future, thinks 
it nccclFary, that fuch nicafures Ihoiild be early concertrd with 
Other princes and Hates, as may conduce molt cdedualiy to 
this end: 

And, as thi> may require fomc expenfe, his Majcfty hopes 
that hisCoinmons will, by their alfiltance at this jiimixture, cr<- 
ablc him to make good Inch engagements, as may eafe liis people 
of all future charge and apprelienlions upon l^i' account. 


. Mh Afajijlfs mojl gracious Speech j May 6 , 1717 * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, • 

F is with great fatisfadlion, that, after this fliort recefs, 1 
can acquaint you with the certain advice I have received, 
that my fleet is fafely arrived in the Sound; which^ by the 
blefling of Almighty God, will fecure thefe kingdoms againft 
any immediate danger of an invafion. 

I have, by this means, an opportunity which is very accepta¬ 
ble to me, of making a confiderable redudtion in our land forces; 
having eftablilhed it as a rule with 'nyfclf, toconfult the eafe of 
my people in every thing, fo far^;ts is confiftcnt with their 
fafety: and, for my own part, as 1 fhall always place my great- 
nefs in the profperity of my fubjedl^ fo I (hall always defire, 
that my power may be founded in their afFedlions. 

It is upon thefe coniidcrations that I have given orders for 
the immediate reducing of ten thoufand men. 

That nothing may he wanting in me to quiet the minds of 
all my fubjedls, I have likcwife given diredlions to prepare an 
A£t of Grace; and, however it may be received by ihofe who 
are obflinatcly bent-on the ruin of their country, I promife my- 
felf, that it will railb a due fenfe of gratitude in all fuch as have 
been artfulfy mifledinto treafonable pradices-againft my perfon 
and governntent, and prefefve them from Handing in need of 
jthe like mercy for the future, when fuch an inftance of cle¬ 
mency may not be fo expedient for the public welfare, as it 
would be agreeable to my own inclinations. 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, « 

I thank you for your reuduiefs to fupport me in the prefent 
* juncture of affairs; and for the fupplies whiv h you have ^iven ; 
anddopromife you, that they fiiall beemplo)ed for the ufes for 
which you defigned tliom. 

I (hall order fuch faithful accounts to be laid befo e you the 
next feflion, as will make it appear, there was no other \lew’ in 
afking any particular fupply, than to preven*^ a n iich greater 
expenfe* which the nation muft have unavoir’ably incurre^ 
without it. * 

I muft recommend to you, as I did at the beginning of the 
fefl ion. to take all proper methods for reducing the public debts. 
With a juft regard to parliamentary credit. 

My Gentlemen, 

The y&ar being fo far advanced, I hope you will-go through 
the public bufinefs with all poflibh difpatch and unanimity; it 
being my intention to meet you early the next winter, that the 
fitting of Parliament may be brought into the more ufual and 
convenient feafon. 


m 

Addrcfi by the Houfe of Commons to the Klngt JMay 7, 1717* 
Moil gracious Sovereign, 

WE. your Majefty’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfcmbled, 
crave leave to approach youi Hicrcd perfon with hearts full of 
gratitude to your Majefty, »r the many gracious declarations 
you have been ple&fed to make to us from the throne. 

Our duty to your Majef^, and our concern for the fecurity 
of your kingdoms, at a time when the nation was threatened 
with a defperate invafion, obliged us to make provilion for keep¬ 
ing up fuch a body of land forces, as might lliew that we were 
in a poflure of defence; but your Majelly having grou.'ids to 
hope, on the arrival of your fleet in the Sound, that, by the 
blefling of God, a check will be put to that d^lign, we mull for 
ever acknowledge, that the early direftions you have been 
pleafed to give for reducing fuch a body of thofe land forces, is 
the mod acceptable pledge you could give your people of your 
tendernefs for them; and that your Majedy has nothing fo 
much at heart as their prefent and future’welfan*; and is fuch^ 
an indance of your great wifdom and goodnefs, as mud for ever 
endear your Majedy to all your fubjeSs. 

We are bound to exprefsour jud fatisfaftion in your gracious 
intentions of mercy, as being highly conducive to the tran- 
VoL. I, L 1 quillity 
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quiility of the I.ingdom, and a convincing proof of youi 
Majefty’s defirc to reign in the afredlions of all your fubjefts. 

We have fo often experienced the happy effeiSbs of the con- • 
fidence we have repofed in your Majefty, that wc can never 
entertain any doubt of the due application of any fupplies granted 
by us; and do receive, in the moft dutiful and affe^ionatc 
manner, your Majcfty’s promife to lay the accounts of fuch 
application before us, as a great inftancc of your juftice to the 
^nation. 

We are truly fenfible, how much the cafe and profperityof 
your fubjeils depend on the accomplifhing that great and neccl- 
fary work of reducing the public debts; and arc refolvcd to 
carry it on in the moft eifeftual manner, with juft regard to 
parliamentary credit. 

We are likew ifc refolved, by the difpatch and unanimity of 
our proceedings, to convince the world, that weaic inviolably 
engaged in duty and aftedlion to your moft facred perfon and 
government; on the fupport of which, the welfare and happi- 
nefs of thefe kingdoms^ under God, entirely depend. 


N/s Miijejlys jinfwer. May lo, 1717. 

Gentlemen, 

TT is with great plcafure that I find the diregions I have given 
to make a rcdiuftion in the army, and my intentions to grant 
an Adi of Grace, are fo much to the fatisfadion of my faithful 
Commons. 

I thank yon for the hearty afliirances you give me of your af- 
fedionsto my perfon and government; and fhall always make 
fitch an ufe of the confidence you repofe on me, as may be moft 
for the advantage of my people. 


jiddrefs to Us MajeJiy by the Houfe of Commons, July 4, 17 ^ 7 ' 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

“VIITE, your Majefty’s moft faithful fubjeds, the Commons 
of Great Britain, in Parliament alleinblcd, do moft hum¬ 
bly reprefent to your Majefty, that in our impeachment exhi¬ 
bited againft Robert, Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, we did 
fet forth, that he, thefaid Earl, did traiteroufly adhere to, aid, 
and abet, the late French King, then an enemy to her late Ma¬ 
jefty; and did begin, and carry on, a clandeftit>6 and feparate 
correfpondence and negotiation with the minifters of the faid 
French King; in confeqiience of which, it is evident, that 
a great 
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great part of the forces, maintained at the e^p^nfe of fo much 
Britiih trcafnre, in order to tednce the power of France; as 
- like wife great part of the fubfidies granted by Parliament to fo¬ 
reign princes for the fame end, were, in reality, made fubfer- 
vient and inflrumental to awe the good allies of her Majelty into 
a compliance with the hard terms dictated by France; the un¬ 
happy Catalans were abandoned; the Emperor, Empire, and 
King of Portugal, were left to treat for ihetnfelves; the king¬ 
dom oftSicily was given to the Duke of Savoy, as an induce¬ 
ment and reward to him for quitting the common caufe, in 
dired defiance and violation of the grand alliance, and of the 
declared fenfe of mod of our good allies, and efpecially the 
^ Dutch, who, to this day, haVe never aflented to that condition 
of the treaty of Utrecht; a fhameful and difhonourablc treaty of 
peace was airkdLconcluded; by which, imprafticabic terms of 
trade weseJmpofed on Great Britain; the demolition of Dun¬ 
kirk, which had been addrefled for by Parliament, was eluded 
by a treacherous connivance at the making of,a new canal at 
Mardyke; and the fecurity which was propofed by removing 
the Pretender out of France, was in liice manner evaded by a 
treacherous connivance at his refiding in Lorrain. 

It is owing to your Majefty’s unwearied endeavours for the 
good of your fubjet^s, and that ju(f regaVd which is paid to your 
Majefty by foreign princes and ftates, that we fee ourfelves de¬ 
livered, in a great degree, from the effefts of thefe pernicious 
meafures, which might otherwife have proved fatal to your 
kingdoms. . 

But as we refletff, with /qual gratitude and admiration, on 
your Majefty’s being able/o retrieve fuch niifcarriages, efpe¬ 
cially in a time which has been difturbed by public tumults and 
rebellions; we think it isii great aggravation of guilt in thofe 
who gave up fo many national advantages at a time when they 
laboured under no fuch difticulties at home, and when the con¬ 
tinued fucceftes of a long and glorious w'ar had put them into at 
condition of gaining the moft beneficial terms from the enemy. 

Your faithful Commons did likewife exhibit feveral other 
charges againft the faid Earl; reprefenting him, in many no¬ 
torious inftances, as a perfon who had abufed the trull and 
confidence which her late Nipjefty had repofed in him ; and fa* 
crificed the honour of his fev^reign, and the good of her people^ 
to private views of intereft and ambition. 

Your faithful Commons have not beer wanting in th^ir en¬ 
deavours to bring the faid Earl to juftice; but, by reafon of the 
unhappy differences that have, in this proceeding, arifen be¬ 
tween the two Houfes, we have found ourfelves difappointed of 
our juft expectation, and reduced to the ncjtMhty either of giving 

Ll a up 
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up rights and privileges of the higheft importance to all the 
Commons of Cireat Britain, or feling this great offender efcapc 
with impunity for the prefent. ^ 

Forthcfc reafons, we do moft humbly befeechyour Majefty, 
that your Majefty will be pleafed to except Robert, Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer, out of the Aft of Grace,, which 
your Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to promife from the 
throne; to the end the Commons may be at liberty to proceed 
againft the faid Earl in a parliamentary way. 


His Majejlfs Anfwcr^ July b, IT 17 ' ^ 

Gentlemen, 

I WILL give direftions in relation to the Ewrbjf Oxford as 
you dcfire; and it is with pleafure I obferve tho-fenfe, ex- 
prelfed in your addrefs, of my endeavours for the fecurity,^bo- 
nour, and advantage of thefe kingdoms. t 


flis Alajcjly s moji gracious Speechf November 1717* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM very glad I have been able to bring the fitting of Parlia-' 
^ inent into a more proper and ufual feafon of the year ; I 
hope fuch an early meeting will not only be a benefit to the 
public, but a convenience to you?^rivate affairs. 

As I have always had at hcarAthe fecurity and eafe of my 
people, fo I never kept up any troops but for their proteftion; 
and have taken every opportunity |o difband as many as I 
thought confiftcnt with their fafety; I have reduced the army 
to very near one half fince the beginning of the laft feflion of 
Pari iarnc'it; and Icflencd them to fuch a number as will neither 
be a burden to my good fubjefts, nor an encouragement to our 
enemies to infiih them. 

You cannot but be fenfible of the many attempts which have 
been fet on foot to difturb the peace of Europe, and of thefe 
kingdoms: they only pretend not to fee, who are not afraid of 
them: but as no application has been wanting on my part to 
preferve the public tr inquillity, I have the pleafure to find my 
good ofticcs hacN’c not been altogether upfuccefsftil; and have 
‘•leafon to hope they will, in the end, have their full and dcfired 
effeft. 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons^ 

I queftion not but you are very well pleafcdto find, that your 
endeavours for lelferiing the national debts have, at the fame 
time, raifed the public credit; and that whatever was propofed 
for that end is actually and completely effected: this fuccefs 
rauft diiefly be attributed to that jull and prudent regard you 
have Ihewn to parliamentary engagements. 

It was v.'ith the view of proctiriiig and fettling a lalling tran- 
qiiillitjf, that I dcmamled the ex*iMordin:iry fiipply which you 
granted me laft fclhon : thes^redit which this coniulLnce repofi:d 
in me hath given us abroad, has already been fo far ettedual, 
tljat I can acquaint you, we have a much better profpciil than 
we had; I have ordered an account to be laid before you of the 
vciy fmall part of that fnpply, which, as yet, has been expend¬ 
ed: any fii ther illties that may be made of it (hall be alfo laid 
before you; and you may be aifured, that every part of it fiiall 
er her bt employed for your fervice, orfaved to the public. 

I have orderdd to be laid before yon a (fate 8f the deficiencies 
of the prefent year, and tli,t fevt ral elUmates for the ferviccof 
the next; which you w'ill find confiJurably diminidied: I rely 
upon your making the neceflary provilion for them; not 
doubting ot the toniinuance of that zgal for the good of your 
country, which hath been fo eminently confpicuous in every 
feflion of this Parliament. 

I cannot in jullice avoid putting you in mind, that fevcral 
arrears of pay and fubfidy, incurred before my acceffion to the 
crown, are claimed by foreign princes and ilatcs: I (hall order 
them to be laid before you /to the end you may put them in a 
method to be examined anu dated; which will very much tend 
to the honour and credit the nation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I could heartily wilh, that, at a time when the common ene¬ 
mies of our religion are, by all manner of artifices, endeavour ¬ 
ing to undermine and weaken it both at home and abroad, all 
thofe who arc friends to our prefent happy eftablilhment might 
unanimoufly concur in fonie proper methods for the greater 
drengthening the protedant intcred; of which, as the church 
of England is nnquedionably the main fiipport and bulwark, fo 
will (he reap the principal benefit of every advantage accruing 
by the union, and mutual charity, of all protedants. 

As none can recommend themfclvcs more efFedually to my 
favour and countenance than by a fincere zeal for the juil rights 
of the c/own, and the liberties of the people; fo I am deter- 
Qiined to encourage all tliofe who a£l agreeably to the conditu- 
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tion of t^cfe my Icifjgdoms; and, confequcntly, to the princi¬ 
ple- on \\hi«.h my government is founded. 

'I’he eyes of ali Europe are upon you at this critical jundurei 
It is your intereft, tor which rcafon I think it mine, that my 
end av'.urs lor procuring the peace and quiet of Ciiriilcndom 
(lioulil lake effed; nothin.; can fo much contribute to this de- 
firahle end as the unanimity, difpatch, and vigour, of your re- 
fuluiions fur the fuppurt of my government. 


yfdJrcfs by the H/ufe of Contmonst November 22, 1717* 
Mod i;rdcious S 'vercign, 

» your Majedy’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
' Corniuons of Great Britain, in Parliament* alfembled, 
crave leave to ixprefs our gratitude to your Majedy for your 
Itioli gr.icious tpeM'h from the throne. 

Our minds ar? lilled ■. ith the mod lively ferife of your Ma¬ 
jedy \s rL*i;ard to your people, in bringing the fitting of Parlia¬ 
ment into a mo:e proper and ufual feafon of the year; and, as 
your Majcliy has been rracioudy pleafed to confider the conve- 
viencc of (,ur private affairs in this early meeting, we (hall en¬ 
deavour to anfwur your Majedy’s gracious intentions, by im¬ 
proving it, as much as we are able, to the benefit of the public. 

Wc are liiglily fcndble of the concern your Majedy has 
(licvi n for the welfare of your {ffeople, by the redudions you 
have been picaftd to make, froi\ time to time, of the land 
foicee. fo foi»n as the podure of aAiirs rendered it fafe to thefe 
your kingdoms; it is our peculiar happinefs to fee ourfelves 
governed by a fovereign who is not in^uenced by any notions of 
gicatmf> that arc inconlidcnt with the profperity of his fub- 
jedls. and whq propofes to himfelf the cafe 9f his people, as 
the chief glory of hts reign. 

Wc acknowledge, with hearts full of duty and gratitude, 
your Majetfy’s unwearied endeavours to prevent the many at¬ 
tempts wl ich have been fet on foot to didurb the peace of Eu¬ 
rope, and '.he quiet of thefe kingdoms; and have the morerea- 
fon ti) apprehend the jll confcquences erf' fuch attempts, fincc 
there aie ilu-fe, wno, as they would be thought to fee no danger 
in them, give us reafon to believe, that they would not be 
troubled at their fuccefs: w’c are therefore firmly refolved, in 
ighc mod cltecfual manner, to fupport your Maiedy in fuch 
mcaluresas your Majedy, in your great wifdom', (hall judge 
nec^flary to procure the edablilbment of the tranquillity of 

t Wi 
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We receive with the greateft fatisfaflion your Majefty’s 
gracious expreflions and alfuRinces, touchin| the extraordinary 
fupply granted laft year j and will cheerfully grant your Ma- 
jelly fuch fupplics as lhall effedually provide for the public 
fervice. , 

It Is.with unfpeakable forrow of heart, that we obferve the 
many artifices which are made ufe of by the common enemies 
of our religion to undermine and weaken it both at home and 
abroad t and, as we have the moll grateful fenfe of the tender 
concern which your Majefty has been pleafed to exprefs for 
the protcllant religion, and efpccially for the main fupport of 
it, the church of England as by law ellablilhed; fo we are' 
reTolvcd, on our part, to confider of the moll effectual me¬ 
thods for llrcngthening the protellant intcreft of thefe king¬ 
doms. 

It is a plcafure to us, that the eyes of all Europe are turned 
upon us, at this critical junfture; fince we have thereby an 
opportunity of flicwing the world the juft confidence we repofe 
in your Majefty, and our unfhaken rcfolutlons to fupport your 
government in fuch manndr as lhall enable your Majefty to 
fettle the peace of Chriftendom. 


His Majejiy's Anjwer^ November 2 ^, * 7 * 7 * 
(jcntlemen, 

J THANK you for the ^eated alTuranccs you have given 
me, in this dutiful an^loyal addrefs, of your aftedionate 
fupport and alfiftance in 111.“; prefent junflure of affairs : 1 ex- 
pe<^ed no lefs from a Houfe of Commons fo affeclionate to my 
perfon, and fo zealous for the public welfare. 


His Majejlfs Mejfage to the Houfe of Commons^ Feb, i, 1718. 
George Rex. 

TJTIS Majefty having received a very dutiful addrefs from the 
South Sea Company, that he would be gracioufly pleafed 
to permit himfelf to be elefted governor of the laid company \ 
and his Majefty being willing to condefeend thereto, recom¬ 
mends it to this Houfe to confider of proper methods to remove 
apy difficulties that may arife on that oc^afion. 
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MeJJa^e frmfUt Mayfiy tot the Hottfe ef Cemmem, 
March 17, 1718. 

George Rex. 

H IS Majefly, being at prefent engaged in fcveral negotiations 
of the utlermnil concern to the welfare of thefe kingnoms, 
and the tranquillity of Europe i and having lately received in¬ 
formation from abroad, which makes him judge that it will 
give weight to his eiuKavours, if a naval force be employed 
where It flail be neceffar); doe 5 think fit to acquaint this 
Houfe ihcrcvviih ; not doubling but that, in cafe he (hould be 
obliged, at this tii i*al juneflure, to exceed the number of.’r-n 
gran t'd this year for the fca fcrvice, the Houfe will, at their 
next meeting, provide for Inch exceeding. 


H'ls sx-mojl gracioui Speech^ Novembe) ii, 1718. 

My Lords and Gentldmen, • 

T Have given orders to my Lord Chancellor to declare to 
you, in my name and words, the caufes of my meeting you 
in Parliament at this tinie. 


And thereupon his Majefiy dc 1 ive^;d into the Lord Chancellor’s 
hands, from the throne, the f\jlowing fpccch \ which his 
LorJlliip read to both Hoiifcs. \ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

CINCE your laft recefs, I have, byethe bleffingof Almighty 
^ God, concluded fiich terms and conditions of peace and 
alliance between the greateft princes of Europe, as will, in all 
human appearance, induce others to follow their example, and 
make any attempts to diflurh the public tranquillity, not only 
dangerous, but impraiSlieable. 

Thefe etigagcmcnts, 1 am perfuaded, will be fo much the 
more agreeable to all my good fubje£ls, as they bind the con- 
tradling powers to fupport the fucceffion to rhefe kingdoms in 
my family, to which fome were not at all, and others not fo 
fully, bound by any former treaties. 

During the whole c*,iurfe of thefe negotiations, a moft ftri£l 
"^gard has been had to the intercfls of Spain ; and*'i>'tter con¬ 
ditions have been flipulatcJ for that King than we^b infifted 
upon in his behalf even at the treaty of Utrecht: but'^he war 
in Hungary, which, by our mediation, is fince happily 'mded, 
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having tempted the court of Spain, unjuftly^ to attack the Em¬ 
peror ; and the hopes they have fince conceivt'd of raifing dif- 
turbances in Great Britain, France, and elfcwhere, having 
encouraged them to believe, that we fliould not be able to atJt 
in purfuance of otir treaties, lt)r llic detence of tlie dominions 
iiuiuW by them, nor even to fupport thofe other ciTcntial and 
nccelfary conditions of the treaty of Utrecht, which provide 
againll the great monarchies of Europe being at any time here¬ 
after naited under one Sovereign ; they liave not only perlilted 
in fnch a notorious violatioi\oi' the public peace and tiancpiil- 
lity, but have rejected all our amicable propofals, and have 
broke through their mod folcmn engagements tor the fccurity 
of’oiir commerce. 

To vindicate therefore the faith of our former treaties, as 


well as to maintain thofe which we have lately made, and to 
protecl and defend the trade of my fubjeifs, which has, in 
every branch, been violently and iinjudly opprclfed, it became 
'nccelfary for our naval lorces to check their«progrefs ; it w'as 
reafonable to hope, that the fuccefs of^our arms, the repeated 
offers of friend III ip which f have nevej- ceafed to make in the 
mod prclhrig manner, and the mcafur«s taken, in concert 
with the Emperor, and the mod chridian King, to redore the 
public rrantjuillity, would have piodueed a better difpofition in 
thf cotiit of Spain : but I have received informations, that, 
indcad of lideuing to our reafonable terms ot accommodation, 
that court has lately given ^ders, at all the ports of Spain, 
and of the Wed Indies, to w out privateers, and to take our 
fliips. f 

1 am perfuaded, that a ’jLlritidi Parliament will enable me to 
refent fuch treatment as becomes us ; and it is with plcafure 
that I can alfurc youoffthe ready and friendly refolutions of 
our good brother, the Regent of France, to concur and join 
with me in the mod vigorous meafurcs. 

The firm confidence 1 repofe in the afFeclions of iny people, 
together with my earned defire to eafe them of every charge 
not abfoliitely ncceffaiy, determined me, immediately after the 
exchange of the ratification of our great alliance, to make a 
very confiderablc reciudion of our land forces; nor could t 
better exprefs, than by fo doing, how little we apprehend the 
attempts of our enemies to didurb the peace of my kingdoms, 
even though Spain fhould think fit to continue ft»me time in 


war: our naval force, employed in concert with our allies, 
will, 1 tn«u G(h1 , foon put a happy end to the troubld^ 
which tl]/ ambitious views of that court have begun, and fe- 
cure to tay fubjeds the execution of the many treaties in force 
trclatin^ to our commerce, 

^ / Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons^ 

•I muft defire you to grant me fuch fupplies as will enable 
me to carry on the fervice of the year: I have given orders 
to have the proper eflimates laid before you; whereby you 
will perceive, 1 have reduced the expenfc as much as oujr cir- 
cumfliances can well admit: I have the plcafure to obferve to 
YOU, that the funds appropriated for finking the public debts 
have anfwercd above expc£lation: I mud, however, recom¬ 
mend to you, to confider of proper methods for improving 
them, by preventing the frauds and abufes daily committed in 
the public revenues j not doubting but, in all your proceedings, 
you will have that regard to the inviolable prefervation oC^he 
public credit, which may quiet the minds of all thofe that have 
irufied to parliamentary engagements. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

There never was a time when your unanimity, your vigour, 
and difpatch, wfte more necelfary, to fo many good ends as 
thofe we have now in view: I hav9 done my part; it remains 
with you to give the laft finifhing to this great work; our 
friends and our enemies, both at home and abroad, arc waiting 
the event of your rcfoli^tions; and I dare promife myfelf, that 
the firft have nothing to apprehend, nor the others to hope, 
from your condudl in this important jundlure, who have, 
during the whole coiirfe of my reign, given fuch lively proofs 
of your zeal and affedtion to n^'' perfon, and of your love to 
your country. 


Jlddrefs to his Alajcjlyhy the Houfe of Commons, Nov* I2, 1718. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, ^ 

■^n^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjedls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aftembled, 
do return our moft (incere and unfeigned thanks to your facred 
Majefty, for your moft gracious fpeech from the throne; and 
for the many and great jnftances which you have been gra-. 
cioufly pleafed therein to give your people, of your conltant 
endeavours for their fecurity and welfare. 

It is with the greateft pleafure that we have this opportunity 
to aiTure your Majefty, that we have an entire fatisfadlion in 
^ho(e meafiires which you have already taken for ftrengthening 
the proteftant fucceflion to the crown of thefe 'l’eain s in your 
own family; and for eftabliftiing lading tranquilliV^ in Eu- 
lopc; and particularly, in relation to the crown ol^ Spain j 
^nd we are refolved on our parts, to the utraoft of our\oower,i 
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to enable your Majefty, in concurrence wi|h your allies, not 
only to relent the injuiies whVh that crown has already donet(a 
the commerce of thefe kingdoms, in breach of the treaties 
fubfifting between the two nations ; but will likcwife fupporC 
your^Majefty, in the moll vigorous and elFcdual manner, in^ 
fuch fttVther meafures as in your great wiTUom you lhall judge 
necelTary to complete the public tranquillity, and to check the 
growth of that naval power, which muft otherwife prove dan¬ 
gerous *co the trade of thefe kingdoms, and the repofe of Eu¬ 
rope. • 

We Ihould be wanting in our duty to your Majefty, if we 
did not exprefs, in the moif aflPedionate manner, the great fenfe 
we have of that inflance of your tender concern for the eaie 
of your people, in the farther redudlion wdiich you have made 
of your land fo;:ces; which mult be accepted by all your good 
fubje£ls, as the ftrongeft proof of your wifdom and goodnefs. 
- We crave leave to concur with your facred Majelly, that re¬ 
gard mull always be had to the inviolable ptt;fervation of the 
public credit, for the quie| and Juft Ikcurity of all thofe who 
have trufted to parliamentary engagements: 

And do further affure your Majefty, that we will, by our 
conduct in this important jundlurc, gi\^e your Majeity, and the 
whole world, all imaginable proofs of our zeal, and inviolable 
duty and afFedion to your perfon and government, and of oim: 
love to our country. 


Hh Answer^ November 14., 1918. 

(jentlemen, 

T AM extremely fenfibll of the duty and afFcftion you ex- 
prefs to my perfon; your vigour and refolution to fupport 
me will encourage our friends, and, by the bleffing of God, 
enable me to defeat the ill-grounded hopes of our enemies ; 
as, 1 am perfuaded, the neceility and ufcfulncfs of your pro¬ 
ceedings will be approved by the event, I do return you my 
very hearty thanks for this loyal addrefs. 


Hts Majeji/s moji graeiom Speech, March 10, I 7 ' 9 * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, * 

f HAVjp/ given orders to my Lord Chancellor to declare to 
^ you.’in my name and wordsj a matter 1 think of the 
, greatef; importance. 

/ An 4 
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And the Lord C^harcellor thereupon acquainted both Houfes, 
that he had rectived his Majeily’s coramauds Irom the 
thioiic, to declare to them, in his Majelly's name, and in 
his Majefty’s own words, the reai'ons ot his coming this 
day to i'ailiaincnt. 


Then the Lord Chancellor read a fpeech, as followcth : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TLlAVING received fjom our good brother and ally, the moll 
chiillian King, repeated advices ;hat an invaiion will fud- 
denly be attempted from Spain, againtl my dominions,ilfTa- 
I'our ot the Iheicudt r to my crown, I have judged it convenient 
to make you acquainted with it; and lhall, on my part, take 
all the neccH'ary mcafures to doteat the deligns of our enemies. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

This attemptf it it proceed, inuft engage me in fome fur¬ 
ther ex, enhs by fea arid land, thati provilion has been made 
for : i iiiuJt tlieicture recommend it to you, that 1 be enabled, 
in fuch manner as you lhall jud.e convenient, to m-ike the 
necetlaiy difpo'itioii'! tor our lev„uiity • and you may depend 
upon It, that I Duill, upon this, and all occafions, have as 
much regard to the cafe of my pLOple, as lhall be conlilleiit 
with liieir faiety. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

7 he many proofs 1 have had oi« tlie affection and loyalty of- 
this Paihameut, leave me no room to doubt <)t your iteady and 
vigorous pcri jvevancc in fiipport ot my perfon and government 
upon this occalion. 


His Majtjly i mojl graJiaus Specchy Isovember <1'^, 17 * 9 * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

J HAVE given oider to my Lord Chancellor, lo declare to 
you, in my name and words, the caufes of my meeting you 
in Parliament at this lime. 


And the Lord Chancellor thereupon acquainted both Houfes, 
that he had received a fpeech from his PrfSjelfj,, from the 
throne ; which the Lord Chancellor read ; and of which. 
Mr. Speaker faid, he had, to prevent any raiftah^ies, ob- 

tained 
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taineJ a copy; -which he read to the Houfi;; and is as 

lolloweth: • 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

fatisfa^lion with which 1 always meet yon is very much 

^j^jfreafcd at this time, when it has pleafcd Almighty Gotl fo 
to ftrengthcn the arms of Great Briiain, and our confederates, 
and fo to profpcr our fuvcral negotiations, that, by his blclling 
on our, endeavours, w'e may rcafonably promife oiirfelvcs to 
reap very foon the fruits of pur fucceil'es. 1 am perfuaded it 
will be accounted, by all my good fuhjecls, a fufficient reward 
for fomc extraordinaiy expenfe, that all Europe, as well as 
thtitTkingdoms, is upon the point of being delivered from'the 
calamities of war, by the influence of Hritilh arms and cofin- 
fels ; one proteftant kingdom has already been relieved by our 
fcafonable interpofition ; and fuch a foundation is laid, by our 
late treaties, for an union amongft other great proteftani 
'powers, as vviU very much tend to the fcci^iity of our holy 
religion. 

I believe you cannot bilt be furprrfed at tlic continuation 
of a war, vs here our enemies have nothing to hope, and fo 
much to fear: it is indeed diJh'cult to traujc any judgment of 
thofe cotinfels which have broke out of laic in fo many rafli and 
ill-concciled meafiircs : if they depend upon our divilions at 
home, I doubt not but, in a very Ihort lime, their hopes, 
founded upon this expe£tati/n, will prove as vain and ill- 
grounded as any of their for/icr proje^ls. 

In congratulating with y^?u on this liappy poflurc of affairs, 
I mult tell you, that as I have been vciy jult and faithful to 
my engagements, fo I have met fuch frank and powerful re¬ 
turns of afliflance from my allies, as will, I doubt not, efta- 
blilh a lafting friendlhip among us. 

•Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

You will fee, by the accounts I have ordered to be delivered 
lo you, how moderate a ufe I have made of the power intrufted 
with me, to augment my forces by fea and land. I depend 
upon the eminent duty and affedion you have always rtiewn 
to my perfon and government, that you will be vigorous in 
difpatching the necelfary fupplies for the year: to which pur- 
pofe I have ordered the elliuiatcs to be laid before you; and, 
at the fame time, I muft defire you to turn your thoughts to 
all proper iiy ah^for lelfcning the debts of the nation. g 

MyiL-ords and Gentlemen, 

Youttiuft all be fenfibie of the many undeferved and unna- 
I'tural troubles 1 have met with during the courfe of my reign; 

< / - our 
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our diviHons at home have gone magnified abroad; and, bf 
infpiring into fom£ foreign powess a falfe opinion of our force, 
have encouraged them to treat us in a manner which the crown 
of Great Britain lhail never endure, while I wear it. 

The trouble and expenfe which this hath brought upon ms, 
have been moft loudly complained of by ihofe who wpK; the 
occafion of them ; but, with your alliflance, 1 have hitherto 
got through all thefc difficulties; and, by the continuance of 
your help, I hope very foon to overcome them, fmee the hand 
of God has fo viiibly been with us, in all our undertakings. 

If the neccffitics of my government have fometimes engaged 
your duty and affedlions to truft me with pow-ers, of which 
yoif have always, with good rcafon, been jealous; the tfflTOle 
world muft acknowledge they have been fo ufed, as to juftify 
the confidence you have repofed in me: and as 1 can truly 
affirm, that no prince was ever more zealous to increafe his 
own authority, than 1 am to perpetuate the liberty of my peo¬ 
ple, 1 hope you \v\U think of all proper methpds to efiablifh, 
and tranfmit to your poilerity the freedom of our happy con- 
ilitution; and, particularly, to fecute that part which is moft 
liable to abufe; 1 value myfclf upon being the firft who hath 
given you an opportunity to do it; and 1 muft recommend it 
to you to complete tholl meafures which remained imperfetft 
the iaft feilion. 

So far as human prudence can foretel, the unanimity of this 
feffion of Parliament muft eftabiiOi, with the peace of all Kii- 
rope, the glory and trade of thefe kingdoms on a lafting founda¬ 
tion : I think every man may feeyhe end of our labours : all 
1 have to aik of you is, that you would agree to be a great and 
fiouriihing people, fince it is the only means by which 1 defire 
to become a happy King. « 


jiddrefi to his Mii'ujiy by the Haufe of Commons^ Nov, 24, 17*9* 
May it pleafe your Majefty, 

■TT^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and' loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament allembled, 
do return our moft unfeigned thanks to your Majefty for your 
moft gracious fpeecli from the throne; and aflure your Ma¬ 
jefty, that our hearts are filled with unfpeakable joy, upon 
your fafe and happy return to thefe your kingdoms ; and with 
file moft juft and grateful fenfe of your unwea.’'ive v-hours for 
our welfare, and the fecurity of the proteftant religion. 

We heartily congratulate with your Majefty on theN/uccefs 
of your Biitiih arms; and return the thanks of this Houfe, iu ( 

V thei 
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the moft tlutiful manner, for fuch meafutes taken, by the in-* 
fliience of Britifh couiifels, as afford the n^reft profpedf of a 
general peace abroad, and of enjoying, with glory, the benefits 
'A^f trade and tranquillity. 

V;^nd we crave leave to affure your Majefty, that we will on 
our^vts, by the vigour of our rclblutions for the fupport of 
your government, and by the difpatch which we will give to 
the necelfary fupplies, convince the world, that, if our enemies 
have conceived any hopes from our divifions at home, this hath 
been the vaineft of all thcir,proje£ls: and we will enable your 
Majcfiy, in concert with your allies, eifeflually to fupport and 
perfed thofc juft and equitable meafures which have been taken 
to'elfablifli a general peace. 

And we further alfurc your Majefty, that we will apply 
ourfelves to find out the beft means for leircning the debts of 
the nation, and fupporting the public credit ; and will concur 
in all proper methods to eftablifh and preferve the freedom of 
’’our happy coivftitution, for which your fac^ed Majefty has 
given fo many tender proofs of your care and affedtiou. 


His Majejly s Jn/wcff NoV, 25, 1719. 

Gentlemen, 

'^HIS loyal addrefs deferves my beft thanks: it contains the 
moft dutiful and affe6tioiyfle expreflions to my perfon and 
government ; and you iliall f/rccivc my fenfe of them, by the 
endeavours I will always Ife to procure your welfare and 
profperity. 


Mejjagefrom his Majcjly, May 4, 1720. 

George Rex. 

TJIS Majefty having received feveral petitions from great 
numbers of the moft eminent mcrclinnts of the city of 
London, humbly praying, that he would be gracioufly pleafcd 
to grant them his letters patents for eredling corporations to 
aftlire (hips and merchandife; and the faid merchants having 
offered to advance and pay a confidcrable fum of money, for 
his Majefty’s ufe, in cafe they may obtain letters patents ac¬ 
cordingly ; his Majefty being of opinion, that creding two 
fuch corporations, exclufive only of all plher corporations and 
focieties, AWjring of fhips and merchandife, under proper 
reftridio’is and regulations, may be of great advantage and 
fecurity*.to the trade and commerce of the kingdom, is willing 
and de%ous to be ftrengthened by the advice aud afUftance of 
/ t^is 
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this Hotife, in a matter of this nature and importance: he 
therefore hopes fot their ready concurrence, to fccurc and con¬ 
firm the privileges his Majelly (hall grant to fuch corporations; 
and to enable him to difcharge the debts of his civil goverr • 
ment, without burdening his people with any new aid or fup; iy. 


Addrefs by the Houfc of Commons-^ May 7, 1720. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majelly’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje£ls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aifemblcd, 
return yonr Majcfty our humble tlutnks for communic'alTng' to 
this Hoiife the applications made to your Majefty for obtain¬ 
ing charters for infuring fliips and mcrchandifes : your Ma¬ 
jcfty being graciouily plcafed not to take any ileps in a matter 
of fuch importance to the trade and commerce of the king¬ 
dom, williout tWe advice and concurrence of )4our Parliament, 
is an inliancc of fo much condefcenfion as delerves the higheft 
returns of duty and ihankfnlncfs. 

We acknowledge yonr Majefly’s goocinefs in applying to the 
life of the civil government the advantages arifing to your Ma¬ 
jefty from fuch propofals: it is a great fatisfafliort to your 
Commons to fee the honour and dignity of the crown fiipport- 
cd under the difficulties which tlie ncceffity of your Majefty’s 
affaiis may have occalioncd, wiwout laying the burden of any 
new aid or fupply upon your pec^le. 

And we beg leave to affiirc youi^ Majefty, that this Houfe is 
refolvcd to render eftcdnal your Majefty’s gracious intentions 
for the eafe, fcciiriiy, and welfare of your trading fubjeds. 


H'li Majrjiy s Ayifve) y May 9, 1720. 

Gentlemen, 

T RECEIVE tills addrefs as a particular mark of your affec- 
tion to me : it is a new proof to me, and all the world, how 
much I can always depend upon it: I thank you tor it in a 
particular manner. 


Johyt Addrefs to his Afaj fy by both Honfesy ^une 3, 1720. 

% Moft gracious Sovereign, , 

WE. your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
I.oids fpiiitnal and temporal, and Commons, in^ Parlia¬ 
ment aflembltd, do moft humbly return your Majefty 6 ir moft 
.. ^ Nljeartv 
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hearty thanks for the continuance of your feafonable interpd- 
fition, in conjunction with the other protefllnt powers, on tho 
behalf of the poor perfecuted proteftants abroad. 

^ We alfo beg leave humbly to exprefs our fatisfaftion in the 
pV'(pe<^ there is, that, by your Majefty’s gracious endeavours, 
they iray obtain the redrefs of their grievances, and be rcitored 
to the enjoyment of tliofc rights and privileges to \\ hich they 
have the jull^fl: title by the molt folemu treaties, and be f:cured 
in the lyttirc enjoyment of them. 

And wc do allure your Nt^jefty, that wc will cheerfully con* 
cur with your Majefty, in the profecuiion of fiich meafurcs a$ 
your Majefty, in your wifdoin, ftiall judge mod conducive to 
it) grCirrantl good aji end. 


His Mujejiy”s Anjvacr^ S, 172O. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1 HOPE that my endeavours, in con|nnClion with the other 
protettant powers, to prdtute eafe and fccurity to our dif- 
treil'cd brethren abroad, will, by the blelling ot God, prove 
fuccefsiul. 

The unanimous and commendablc*zeal which you exprefs 
upon this occafion cannot fail to add weight to my inftances; 
and you may depend upon it, that nothing lliall be wanting 
on my part to comply with w'/at you fo juftly dclire. 


His AIajeJly*s moji gracious Speechy December 17 20. 

My Lords and Gentlenjcn, 

J HAVE given order to my Lord Chancellor to declare to 
you, in my name and w'ords, the caufes of my meeting you 
in Parliament at this time. 


And the Lord Chancellor thereupon acquainted both Houfes, 
that he had received the following fpeech from his Majefty 
from the throne. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

ClNCE we laft parted the face of our affairs abroad is be* 
come favourable ; the peace in the fouth only wan^ 
the form of a congrefs; and that of the north is brought much 
nearer ’.o a conclufion t I (hall, at a proper time, order the 
fcveral r^reaties 1 have made to be laid before you y by which 
Vot. I, Mm you 
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you will perceive the fuccefs of our endeaVoufs td eftablilTi a 
peace throughout Europe, and to^fccure and fiipport the pro- 
teftant religion : at the fame time, I can never fufficiently ex- 
prefs my concern for the unhappy turn of aifairs which has f*. 
much alletSled the public credit at home< , * 

Gentlemen of the Hoiifc of Commons, 

1 do moft earneftly recommend it to you, that you confidef 
of the moft effc£lual and fpcedy mediods to reftor^ the national- 
credit, and fix it upon a lalling foundation : you will, I doubt 
iU)t, be alTifted in fo cotnmendab'le and necelTary a work by 
every man that loves his country, and efpccially by the feveral 
great focieties of this kingdom: 1 liope you will, on^-hisoc- 
cafion, remember, that all your prudence, your temper, and 
refolution, are necelfary to find out and apply the proper re¬ 
medies to our misfortune ; which will, if you fuccccd, ferve to 
increafe that reputation you have fo juftly acquired; particu¬ 
larly, if you fliall be able, notwithilanding thefc difficulties, to- 
difeharge a part of the public debts. 

1 have ordered the feferal eilimates to be laid before you of 
the expenfe for the eiifuing year ; and imift dcfire you to dif- 
patch the fupplies necelfary for them. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I am glad to obferve fo you, that our trade docs appear fo 
have been mote extended this year than in the preceding one : 
■we have the m(»fl: flourilhing naw of any nation whatfoever to 
protcdl it i and'^ I hope, you willk turn your thoughts to the 
beft methods for the fecurity and enlarging of our commerce: 
you may depend on my hearty concurrence to all fuch pro- 
vifions as lliall appear to you necelfary for the good of my 
people. * 


Addicfs by the Houfe of Commons, December 9, 17 20. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majelly’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje£ls, th* 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfcmbled, 
beg leave to return yovrr Majefty our moft dutiful and hearty 
thanks for your molt gracious fpeech from the throne. 

We can never fufficiently exprefs' our gratitude to your 
Majefty, for your co^iftant care of the true intereft of your 
i^ibje€ts i nor the fatisfaflion of your faithl;j^P*Coinmons, in 
feeing that the juft influence of your Majefty’s counfels abroad 
has procured fo near a profpedf of a general peace throughout 
Europe ; which is a frelh inftance to them, that your ^Majefty 
% . places- 
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jplaccs ydur greatncfs only in the profperlt)^ anJ happ^ncfs of 
yc'ui- people. * 

If any thing could more efTeflualiy endear your Majefty to 
ifV than the mildnefs of your government, it would be that 
tenant and afFedionate concern you exprefs for the prefent 
misfortunes of your people, occafioned by the unhappy turn 
of affairs that hath I'o much afFc6lcd the public credit of this 
kingdom. 

3 ut ;four faithful Commons are met together wltli minds 
fully difpofed to take the mOll: jult and effedlual methods, and 
to do every thing that becomes an aiTcdtionate Parliament at 
this critical conjundlurc, wherein your Majefly’s government, 
and the intereft of*^ur people, arc i'o highly concerned, to 
reftore and fix the credit of this nation upon fuch folid and 
lading foundations as may elfe£lua!ly give cafe and ijuiet to the 
minds of your Majedy’s fubjefts: and we flatter ourfelvcs, 

, that our undertaking will be the more eafy, fince we are de¬ 
termined to pidL'ced with all poflible prudente, temper, and 
rcfolution, to inquire into ihe caufes s>t' our prefent misfor¬ 
tunes i and, with the matured deliberation) apply ourfelvcs to 
find ont the mod proper meafures for redrelfing them, and for 
punidling the authors of them, • 

The improvement of our trade is of fo public a concert!, 
and fo necelfiry for the fiipport and power of this kingdom, 
that we will employ our iitmod#endeavours to confider in what 
manner the commeicc of the nation may be bell fecured and 
extended. 

And we beg leave to afllire your Majedy, that we will, 
with all chterfulncfs and unanimity, grant the fnpplies which 
fliall be nccedary for the fcrvice of the enfuing year, and the 
fupport of your government, upon which the happinefs of the 
nation, the liberty of your fubjedls, and the fecurity of our 
religion, fo entirely depend. 


ills Majejij i Atifiver j December 17 20. 

Gentlemen, 

J RETURN you my hearty thanks for this addrefs; and, 
as I depend on your applying a fpeedy remedy to the prefent 
didrefs,_ I am perfuaded you will take the mod piudent inea-* 
fures to make It efTetdual. * 
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Alejjage from his Majejiy to^he Houfe of Commons, June i6, 1721* 
George Rex. 

TIJIS Majefty having taken the firft opportunity, upon the 
death of the late King of Sweden, to renew the ancient 
alliances between this kingdom and Sweden; and having fti- 
pulated, by a treaty, to pay a fublidy to that crown, hath or¬ 
dered that treaty to be laid before the Houfe of Commons-; 
and hopes, from their known zeal and afFcdlion for the pro- 
fcllant religion, and the true intercll of their country, that 
tliey will enable him to make good the engagements .heuhes en¬ 
tered into upon this occafion. 

His Majclly being informed that two fhips, called the 
Briftol Merchant and Turkey Merchant, now lying under 
quarantine, did arrive from Cyprus, and other parts of Turkey, 
infected with the plague, and have cotton wool and other goods 
on board, which arc dangerous to fpead the infe6\ion ; and 
conceiving it nccelfaryi" for the prefervation of the health of 
his fybje6^s, that the faid fliips and their ladings be burnt and 
deflnwed, and that a rcafonable fatisfailion be given to the 
owners, hath, by the advice of his privy council, caufed the 
value thereof to be comptited ty his Maje/ty’s officers, and or¬ 
dered thofe computations to be laid before the Houfe of Com- 
luuns, that provilion may be rnide for faiisfyitig the fame. 


AItjfage from his Majefty to the ILiufe of Commons, jfuly II, 
George Rex. 

T T is Majedy finds it neceffitry to acquaint his loyal Houfe of 
**■ Commons with the dilllculties he labours under by reafon 
of debts contra»^led in his civil government ; which, being 
computed at Lady-day l.dl, do amount to more than five hun¬ 
dred and fifty thoufand pounds. 

If the provifion made by an add of the laft felfion of Par¬ 
liament, for difeharging this debt, had not hitherto proved, 
in a very great degree, incfledlual, his Majefty had not been 
under a neccliity of applying again to Parliament upon this 
occafion ; but, being 'rcfolved to caufe a retrenchment to be 
i?iade of his civil lift expenfes for the future,* and finding that 
fuch a retrenchment cannot well be etfeded without difeharging 
the prefent arrears, has ordered the accounts thereof to* be laid 
before the Houfe ; and hopes he may be impowered to raife 

ready 
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ready money for that purpofe on the civil lift revenues, which, 
to avoid the laying any ne\^ burden on his people, his Ma- 
jefty propofes ftiall be replaced to the civil lift, and reimburfed 
jf.V a deduflion to be made out of the falaries and wages of 
ah 'iftices, and the pcnfions and other payments from the crown. 


His Majejifs moji gracious Speech, July 31, 17111. 

My Lords and Gentlemco, 

T HAVE ordered my Lord Chancellor to deliver to you, in 
^ my name and words, the caiifes of my calling you together 
fo fuddeUTyT^AaS^fTlis feafon of the year. 


And the Lord Chancellor thereupon acquainted both Houfes, 
that he had received the following fpcech from his Majclly 
from the throne. * 


My Lords and Gcntlemeh, * 

^T^HE occafion of my calling you together again fo fud- 
denly, is to give you an opportunity of refuming the con- 
fideratioh of the ftate of public credit. 


Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

The progrefs that you ma^e in this affair during the laft 
feflion, has laid fuch a foundation of this neceffary w'ojk, 
that the world is fully apprifed of what is reafonably to be 
hoped for at this prefent conjundurc. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I muft recommend to you all poftible difpatch, and am per- 
fuaded, that at this feafon of the year your deliberations will 
be confined to what is abfolutely nccclfary upon this extraor¬ 
dinary occafion. 


His Majcjly s moJi gracious Speech, Oiloher icy, 1721, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE ordered my Lord Chancellor to deliver to you, in 
^ my name and words, the caufes of#youi meeting at this 
time in Parliament. ^ 


Mm3 


And 
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And the Lord Cfiancellor thereupon acquainted both Houfes, 
that he had received the following fpeech from his Majefty 
from the throne. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T ACQUAINTED yon, when we parted laft, with ourhavit^ 
renewed all our treaties of commerce with Spain; fince 
which, peace is hap])ily reflored in the north by the cojiclufion 
of the treaty between the Czar anji the King of Sweden ; and, 
by that which 1 have made with the Moors, a great number 
of my fiibjc 61 .s arc delivered from (lavery ; and all fitch of 
thetn as trade to thfife parts of the wor^Aarc./^"llTe'future, 
fecured fiom falling under that dreadful calamity. 

in this lltuation of affairs we fhould be extremely wanting 
to onrfclvcs, if we neglected to improve the favourable op- 
poitunity^'^ w'hich this general tranquillity gives us, of ex- 
ten ling our cotjamerce, upon which the riches and grandeur 
pf this nation chiefly depend : it is very obvious, that nothing 
would more conduce t'o the obtaining fo public a good, than 
to make the exporiatjon pf our own manufatSIurcs, and the 
importaiion of the cpmmoditics ufed in the manufadluring of 
thiin, as practicable and eafy as may be; by this means the 
balance of trade li.ay be preferved in our favour, our naviga¬ 
tion incn‘afi.d, and greater numbers of our poor employed : 

1 mull thcretore iccommentl it to you, Gentlemen of the 
lioure c*f Comnions, to cojilider hpw far the duties upon 
fhefe br,tnehej may be taken off, and replaced without any 
viid.iMen ot public faith, or laying any new burden upon my 
people ; and I promife myfelf, that, by a due coiifideration 
of iliis matter, the produce of th^fe duties, compared with, 
ihe nuiiiitc advantages that will accrue to the kingdom bv 
their be ng taken off, will be lomid fo inconfiderablc, as to 
leave little rooin fiT any difficulties or objedlions. 

Ti'e fiipplying ourlclves with naval ilorcs upon terms rhe 
troll taf\, and leatl precarious^ feems highly to deferve the 
CUK and attention of Pail lament: our plantations in America 
r.a.nrally ahoiii,d with nioft t,t the proper materials for this 
)i cc.l'ary and eifcntial part of our trade, and maritime Itrength; 
4uii if, by due encouragement, wx could be furnifhed from 
I tence wi h ^hofe naval (tores which wc are how obliged to 
j 'v.l,are a:..i bring tium foreign countries, it would not only 
V ••'ly coniiibute to the riches, influence, sad power, of this 
n ; but, by employing our own colonics in this ufeful and 
‘ '.I’jgtous fcivice, divert them from fetting up and carrying 
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on maniifaftures, which dircdlly interfere w'ith thofe of Great 
Britain. • * 

Gentlemen of the Hoiifc of Commons, 

It will be a great pleafiire to me, if, in raifing the fuppli -.s 
of this year, it may be fo ordered, that my people may reap 
fome immediate benefit from the prefent circumllanccs of af¬ 
fairs abroad ; I have ordered eflimates to be prepared for the 
fervice of the enfuing year; and likewife an accounf of tlie 
debts of the navy to be lajd before yon: you cannot but be 
fenfible of tlic ill coirftquences that arife from fuch a large 
debt remaining unp^vided for ; and that, as long as the navy 
and viv?i??*»Uipjjbills^e at a very high difeonnt, they do not only 
alFedl all otherp^ic credit, but greatly incrcafe the charge and 
expenfe of the current fervice: it is therefore very much to 
be wilhed, that you could find a method of difeharging this 
part of the national debt, which, of all others, is the moll 
heavy and burdenfomc ; and, by that mcans^ have it in your 
power to cafe your country of lome part of the taxes, which, 
from an abfolute neccllity, they have bten obliged to pay. 

My JjOrds and Gentlemen, 

The iinfpcakablc mifery and defolat^on that lias of late raged 
in forne parts of Kuiopc, cannot but be a fulhclent warning 
to us to life all polliblc precautions to prevent the contagion 
from being biought in amon^g us ; or, if thefe kingrloms 
lliould be vifited with fuch a fatal calamity, to be in a coiidr- 
tiop, \vith the blelfing of God, to (top its further progrefs ; 
and, as all other provilions will be altogether vain and Irnit- 
Icfs, if the abominable pra 61 icc of running of goods be not at 
once totally fiipprelfcd, I moll carnellly recommend to you to 
let no other confideratiorfHand in competition with aduccaie 
of preferving h) many thoiifand lives. 

The fevcral affairs which I have mentioned to you being of 
the highelt and moll immediate concern to the wiiolc kingdom, 
I doubt not but you will enter into the conlideration of them 
with that temper, unanintity, and difpaich, that the necellity 
and importance of them require. 


u^ddrefs by the Houje of Commans to hh iVIujfyy Oil, 20, 1/2*. 

Moll gracious Sovereign 1 # 

your Majefly's moll dutiful and loyal fnhjefls, thi 
Qommons of Great Britain, in Parliament allembicd, 
beg leave to return your Majclly our unfeigned thanks tor your 
Majefty’s moll gracious fpeech from the throne.' 

M m 4 


We 
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We congratulate your Majefty upon the fuccefs that has at¬ 
tended your unwearied applicatiwn for reftoring tranquillity to 
Europe; for fecuring our commerce by treaties; and for re- 
Icafing great numbers of your fubjefts from flavery amon'^i 
the Moors, and for delivcting 'the trading part of the nation 
from the appiehenfions of the like calar.tity for the future: 
which are' fo many inftanccs of youv Majcfty’s goodnefs, in 
which all your fubjc£ls ate fo neatly concerned, that we are 
no lefs bound by intcrcIT, than led by inclination and duty, 
mofl: thankfully to acknowledge ithcfe happy effects of your 
Majefty s care for your people. ' ^ 

Your Majefty’s reeoinmending to us tf\ improve the g eneral 
tranquillity abroad, towaids extending aili»*fn*iig‘mir com- 
mercc, is an additional pi oof how much your Majedy has the 
real intereft of Great Britain at heart in all your counfels and 
undertakings. 

Your Commons are thoroughly fetifiblc, that our poor can¬ 
not be fiifhcicntly employed, nor the balance cf trade be long 
preferved in our favoii.r, while fuch duties are continued, as 
either clog the exportatum of our own manufaflurcs, or ren¬ 
der the manutaftitring of them at home Icfs cafy and practi¬ 
cable; and they will moft cheerfully apply themi'clves toeon- 
fider how far fuch duties can be taken off and replaced w’ith- 
out laying any new burden on your people, or violating the 
public faith ; having great rctifon to promife themfclvcs that 
the free circulation of trade, which mud naturally fuccecd 
upon the taking off this pielTure, will, in a fhort fpace of 
time, coinpenfate any diminution of the culloms which this 
alteration may occalion for the prefent. 

And fince the trade, navigation, and fafety, of this nation 
mud remain, in fome meafme, precarious, as long as we are 
under the neceffity of purchafing and importing all our naval 
ftoics from foreign countries, your Majefty’s moft faithful 
Commons will do their utmoft endeavours, that this important 
and beneficial branch of trade may be fupplied from your Ma¬ 
jefty’s plantations in America; and thereby divert our colonies 
from fetling up manufaftures which diredlly interfere with 
thofe of their mother country. 

Your Majefty’s tender concern to have the fupplies of this 
feffion fo ordered, that your fubje£ls may be among the earlieft 
in reaping the happy cfFe<Sls of the general tranquillity abroad, 
cannot fail of < inciting in your faithful Commons a dei'ire of 
making fuitable returns, by proceeding, with all alacrity, to 
grant the neceftary fupplies for the current fervice of the year, 
and for difcharging the heavy debt of the navy: and we find 
ourfelvcs engaged, by all the tics of duty and intereft, to fe- 

CQnd 
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cond your Majefty’s provident intentions for fnpprefling the 
infamous and pernicious pmdice of runnftig goods; which, 
befides that it defrauds the public revenues, and dilcouragcf 
the honctt trader, may, at this jundure, endanger the health 
and lives of many thoufands of your Majefty’s innocent 
fiibjeds. 

The fevcral points which your Majefty has been gracioufly 
pleafed to recommend to us, carry in them fuch evident marks 
of you» Majclly’s paternal and moft atfedbionate concern for 
your people, and are of fuch lading confequence to the wel¬ 
fare and fafety of tttfsnation, that we Ihould be inexcufable, 
if wc did not, by jJrcady concurrence on our parts, do all in 
our powef“‘t&*'r‘ir,dei thefc your Majefty’s molt gracious pur- 
pofes efFedual; and proceed in the confideration of them with 
fuch temper, unanimity, and difpatch, as may hilly anfwer 
your Majelly’s expedations, and defeat the defigns of thole 
who hope lor any other contentions amongft us, but of zeal 
and affedion towards your Majelty s facred perfon and go¬ 
vernment. 


His Afajejly*5 Anfwerf OiloJ^er 1721. 

T RETURN you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal ad- 
drefs ; and for the alTurances you give me of going through 
the weighty afiairs now before /ou with unanimity and difpatch: 
and I promife myfclf, from your experienced zeal and appli¬ 
cation, that my good wilhes for the welfare and profperity ol 
my people will be rendered effedual. 


Speech by the Speaker of the Hoitfe of CotnmonSy 0 ^ 1 , n, 1722. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

knights, citizens, and burgelTes, in Parliament afi 
-*■ fembled, having, in obedience to your Majefty’s com¬ 
mands, proceeded to the choice of a Speaker, do now humbly 
attend to prefent me to your Majefty, as the perfon they have 
called to that fervice: but as I am confeious of my own weak- 
nefs, and as my want of ability cannot be unknown to your 
Majefty, I molt earneftly befeech your Majefty to accept my 
excufe, and to command your Commons to prefent to your 
Majefty feme other Perfon more worthy of your royal appr^r 
bation. 


Then 
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Then the Lord Chancellor, takang dircflions from his Ma- 

jefty, faid: 

Mr. Compton, i 

■^OU have fo long, and fo very well difcharged the impor- 
^ tant truft of the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons; and 
his Majcfty has had full experience of your zeal for his fer.. 
vice, and for the intereft of your country, which are really 
infcparable, that he is pleafed to^ cqmmand me to tell you, 
that he is perfcdlly well fatisfied wiih. the choice which his 
Commons have made of you now to 1 *^ their Speaker; and 
therefore does not admit of your excur.’,Jbui,qt\W^of, and 
confirms you, to be Speaker. 


Then Mr, Speaker faid ; 

CiNCE it is your Majefty’s pleafure to approve the choice 
your Commons made, it, is my duty to fubmit, and 
lo endeavour to fupply my want of capacity by a diligent ap¬ 
plication to the difeharge of this truft which I am commanded 
to undertake. 

The experience I have had of your Majefty’s great good- 
pefs, in pjirdoning my paft errors, encourages me to hope, 
that any involuntary miftakes ‘I may hereafter make will re¬ 
ceive a favourable conftruftion ; and I entirely rely on your 
Majefty’s juft ice and goodnefs, that none of my failings or in¬ 
firmities may be imputed to your faithful Commons, in whofe 
name 1 lay claim, by humble petition to your Majefty, to all 
th^r ancient and accuftomed rights, privileges, and immuni* 
ties; particularly. 

That for their better attendance on the public fervice, their 
perfons, eftates, and fervants, may be free from arrefts, fuits, 
and moleftations; 

That they may have liberty and freedom of fpcech, for 
the better management of their debates; 

I'hat they may have free accefs to your Majcfty, at all con¬ 
venient times, as occafion Ihall require: 

And that their proceedings may be free from mifeonftrudionj 
qnd receive the moll favourable interpretation. 


Then 
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Then the Lord Chancellor, receiving further dlrcdioas froai 

his Makjcfty, faid: • ^ 

T AM commanded by his Majefty to fay, that his Majcftf, 
being fully aflured of the |prudcncc, loyalty, and good afr 
feftions of the Houfe of Commons, docs moll willingly grant 
to them all their privileges, in as full a manner as they have at 
any time been granted or allowed by any of his Majclly's royal 
predecelfors. 

And; as to what you have faid in rclaiion to yourfelf, his 
Majefty will be gradrjiffly'pleafcd to put the bell and moll 
favourable conrtriiftipns upon your words and actions, in the 
difeharg^ of your puty as Speaker of the Houfe of Com* 
mons. 


His Majejiy's moji gracious Speechj O^ober 15, 1722. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM concerned to find myfclf obliged, zt the opening of 
this Parliament, to acquaint you,»ihat a dangerous confpi- 
tacy has been for fome lime formed, and is ftilT carrying on, 
againlt my perfon and government, in favour of a popilh Pre¬ 
tender. . • 

The difcoverics I have made here, the informations I have 
received from my minifters abroad, and the intelligences I 
have had from the powers id alliance with inc, aud indeed 
from molt parts of Europe, have given me moll ample and 
concurrent proofs of this w'icked dclign. 

The confpirators have, by their emiil'aries, made the flrongeft 
inllances for alfiftancc from foreign powers, but were difap- 
pointed in their expeditions: however, confiding in their 
numbers, and not difeouraged by their former ill fuccefs, 
they refolved once more, upon th^ir own llrength, to attempt 
the fiibverfion of my government. 

To this end, they provided confidcrable fums of money, 
engaged great numbers of officers from abroad, fecured large 
quantities of arms and ammunition, and thought themfclves 
in fiich readinefs, that, had not the confpiracy been timely 
difeovered, we fhould, without doubt, before now, have fecf> 
the whole nation, and particularly the City of London, in¬ 
volved in blood and confufion. 

The care I have has, by tlje bleffing of God, hi¬ 

therto prevented the..q^ution of their traiterous projt^s: 
the troops have been eiir^mped all this fummer ; fix regiments, 
though very necellary for the fecurity of that kingdom, have 
been brought over from Ireland i the States General hav^ 
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given me aiTurances, that they would keep a confiderable body 
of forces in a roudinefs to cm]i>ark, on the firli notice of 
their being wanted here; which was all I deli red of them, 
being determined not to put my peopfe to any more expenfe 
than what was abfuluiely ncccilary for their peace and fecu-' 
rity. 

Some of the confplrators have been taken up, and fecured; 
and endeavours are ufed for the apprehending others. 

My Lords and Gepllemcn, 

Having thus, in general, laid yon the ftate of the 

prefent confpiracy, I mull leave to your ^ntfideratLon what is 
proper and nccellary to he done loi liie of the 

kingdom: I cannot but believe the hopes and expcitacions of 
our enemies are very ill gronn ied, in flattering tltemfelves 
that the late difeontents, occaHoned by private lofl'es and inif- 
ibrluncs, however iuriulbionlly and malicioufly fomented, are 
turned into difaff^dion and a fj)irit of jt hellion. 

Had I, flnee my acrclTion to the throne, ever attempted 
any innovation in our eTcablifljed religion; had I, in any one 
inflance, invaded the liberty or property of my fubjefls; I 
jf^ould Icfs wonder at any endeavours to alienate the affedions 
of my people, and drnVv them into meafures that can end in 
pothing but their own deftrudion. 

Diit to hope to perfuade a Irce people, in full enjoyment of 
all that is dear and valuable to ?hem, to exchange freedom tor 
flavery, the proteflaiit religion for popery, and to facrifice at 
once the price of fo much blood and treafure as have been fpent 
in defence of our prefent eflablilhment, feems an infatuation 
not to be accounted for: but, however vain and iinfuccefsful 
thefe defperate projeds may prove in the end, they have at 
prefent fo far the delired etfcx‘t, as to create imealinefs and diffi¬ 
dence in the minds of my people, which our enemies labour 
to improve to their own advantage: by forming plots, they de¬ 
preciate all property that is veiled in the public funds, and 
then complain of the low ftate of credit: they make an in- 
creafe of the national expenfes neceflary, and then clamour at 
the burden of taxes, and endeavour to impute to my govern¬ 
ment, as grievances, tlic mifehiefs and calamities which they 
alone create and occaflon. 

I wilh for nothing more than to fee the public expenfes lef- 
fened; and the great najjonal debt put in a method of being 
gtytdtially redticed and difcharged, with a ftric^ regard to par¬ 
liamentary faith: and a more favourable opportunity could ne- 
▼er have been hoped for, than the llatc of profontiil peace 
which we now enjoy with all our neighbours; but public cre¬ 
dit 
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dit will always languifli under daily alarms and apprehcnfioftS 
of public danger; and, as the enemies of otfr peace have been 
able to bring this immediate mifchief upon us, nothing can 
prevent them from continuing |o fubjedl the nation to new and 
conllant difficulties and diftrelfes, but the wifdom, zeal, and 
vigorous rcfolutions, of this Parliament. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I havf ordered the accounts to be made up, and laid before 
you, of the extraordina^cljarge that has been incurred this 
fiimiuer, for the clefdR^ and fafety of the kingdom; and I 
have been particularly careful not to dire£l any expenfc to be 
made, (power, than was of abfolutc necellity. 

I have, likewifc, ordered eftimates to be prepared, and laid 
before you, for the fervice of the year enfuing ; and I hope 
the further proviiions which the treafonable practices of our 
enemies have made neceflary for our common fafety, may be 
ordered with fitph frugality, as very little exceed the fup- 
plies of the laft year. 

% tr 

My I.ords and Gentlemen, 

r need not tell you of what infinite concern it is to the peace 
and tranquillity of the kingdom, that •tins Parliament fhould^ 
upon this occaiion, exert themfelvcs with a more than ordinary 
Zealand vigour: an entire union among all that lincerdy wifh 
well to the prefent ellablilhment, is now become abfolutely ne- 
celfary; our enemies l\ave too long taken advantage from your 
differences and dilfcnlions. Let it be known that the fpirit of 
popery, which breathes nothing but confulion to the civil and 
religious rights of a proteftant church and kingdom, however 
abandoned fomc few may Jpe, in del'pite of all obligations, di¬ 
vine and human, has not lb far pullelled my people, as to 
make them ripe for fuch a fatal change: let the world fee that 
the general clil'pofition of the nation is no invitation to foreign 
powers lo invade us, nor encouragement to domdlic enemies 
to kindle a civil w'ar in the bowels of the kingdom: your own 
intereft and welfare call upon you to defend yourfdves. 1 
ihall wholly rely upon the Divine protcdlion, the fiipport of 
my Parliament, and the affedlious of my people; which I 
fhall endeavour to preferve, by Ileadily adhering to the confti* 
tution, in church and ftate, and continuing to make the laws 
of the realm tiie rule and meafurc of all^my a<^lions. 

d 


Adanfi 
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jtddrefs hy the Houft of Commons t^his Majejiy, Oil, i6, 1722; 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

WE>, your Majefty’s mod dtitiful and loyal fiibjefls; the 
Commons ot Great Britain, in Parliament aftembled; 
beg leave to return our humble thanks to your Majedy, for 
your mod gracious fpccch from the throne. 

It is with hearts full of joy wc approach your facred perfoni 
to congratulate your Majclty, thutjNi^ the blclfing of God, 
the defigns ot your enemies have hitherh) been happily fruf- 
trated and difappointed. ^ 

We cannot fulhciently acknowledge yo»!r-'^fCrSje?ty’s care 
and vigilance, and tlic wife and prudent meafurcs you have 
taken for oUr fafety, in ordering the encampment of the 
troops, and fending f^or Inch others from Ireland, as were 
thought further nc^eflary, for the peace and quiet of this king¬ 
dom: and it is thi greated fatisfatfion to us to fee the readinefs 
of your Majedy’sgood /Vlcnds anc^ allies, the States General, 
to allid you with a good body of forces, if there had been oc- 
cafion. 

But, among all the fl^ps taken for the fafety of your Ma- 
jfedy and the kingdom, none can podibly equal that of the! 
Ipeedy cabling your loyal Commons together in Parliament, 
Vvho are met, determined, wkli the utmod unanimity and 
fecal, to do every thing in their power for the prefervation of 
your Majedy’s mod facred perfon: nor can Icfs be cxpcdlcd 
from the gratitude and aft’edfion of a free people, fenlible that, 
through the wlu)lc courfe of your reign, no innovation has 
been attempted in our holy religion, nor the lead encroach¬ 
ment made upon the liberty or projJerty of any of your fub- 
Jcdts; aud that the full enjoyment of all that is dear and va¬ 
luable to them is entirely owing to your Majedy’s govern* 
meat. 

T hough the enemies to our happy edablifhment fhould have 
malice and holdueIs enough Hill to be carrying on their traite- 
rous defigns, yet we arc perfnaded that all uneafmefs and ap- 
prehenfions will vaullh, w-hen your faithful Commons alfure 
, your Majedy that they will enable you effeClually to fupprefs 
all remaining fpirit of rebellion. 

Jt neither the facred obligation of the mod folemn oaths, 
nor the certain mifery dicy mud bring upon their country, who 
attempt to overttirn this government,'can deter them 
from fuch defperaie undertakings; if there be any of your 
Majedy’s fubjcdls who arc fo abandoned as to be ready to ex¬ 
change the prottdaot religion for popery, and liberty for 
'' flavery; 
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flaveiy; yet we hope the vigorous refolutions of a loyal an<f 
dutiful Parliament will convijicc them of tlifc danger, as well 
as folly, of fuch an attempt, and fliew the w'holc world that 
the generality and bell part of your people are fo far from 
giving any invitation to forcigl povvers to invade us, that ihcy^ 
will, with their lives and fortunes, fupport your Majefty 
againft all your enemies at home and abroad. 

We cannot, therefore, exprefs too great an abhorrence of 
fuch unpatural practices, nor two great an indignation againtt 
thofe who would havL in.^c iIk* capital of tins flouiifhing king¬ 
dom a feene ot blicicfi*and dcfolation. Wicked men! whilll 
they have the inalicc/to revile your government, and attempt 
to ovcrturti the' fame time, have the infulcncc to depend 
upon the clemency of it for their fecurity; while they are en¬ 
deavouring to dcltroy all liberty, they are clamouring, that a 
few of them are, for the public fafety, confined; whilll they 
are attempting to deltroy all property, they are murmuring 
at the necclTary/axes given to your Majcfly h*r the ftcuriiy of 
it; and whilfl they a£l agaiiiil all law themfelvcs, they truft^ 
and are confident, that, even in their^own cafes, the laws of 
the realm will be the rule and ineafiire of your adionS. 

We beg leavQ to acknowledge, vvUh great gratitude, your 
Majclly’s goodnefs, in afluring us, that notvvithllandirig the 
traiteroiis pra£lices of your enemies have made the incrcafc 
of the annual expenfe ncccirar}^, yet care will be taken, that 
the fupplies to be alked for the year enfuing lhall very little 
exceed wh^t was given tor the fervice ot the lull: 

And we affure your Majelly, that we will not only make 
good the extraordinary expenfes that have been already in¬ 
curred, but will, with all clieerfulnefs, grant whatever fhatf 
be ncceflary for the fafety «f the kingdom; being entirely con-* 
vinced, that we can by no other means reflore public credit^ 
and enable ourfelves to attempt the gradual rcdiidlion of the 
great national debt, with a flridl regard to parliamentary 
faith, than by doing every thing in our powei for tfic fup¬ 
port of your Majelly’s government and our happy ellablilh- 
incnt in your royal family. 

And we do, with all humility, return your Majelly our un- - 
feigned thanks for your moll gracious declaration, on which 
we entirely rely, that your Majelly will fleadily adhere to ouy 
conftitution, in church and Hate; and continue to make thef 
laws of the realm the rule and meafure of your adions. 


i 
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Mis Mqjejiy s jin/wer^ Oilober iS, 1722, 


Gentlemen^ 



loyal addrefs: the fearonable’'d€clarations of your zeal and 
9 flfc6tion to my pcrfon and government will, I doubt not* 
contribute very much to the tranquillity and fafety of the 
kingdom; and as 1 (lull always look ti])on my own and the in- 
tcrell of my pi oplt- to be infcparablc, yon may be alTured I 
lhall make no nfe of any power fir'i^bdcnce that my faith¬ 
ful (>)innu>ns iball place in me, but inViipport of the confti- 
tuiion, and in maintenance of the rights\and liberties of my 
people. 


^Qint Addrejs by both'Houjt'; of Parliamcnty November 17, 1722. 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

^ ft 

youl Majefty’s moft dutiful and faithful fubje£ls, the 
Lords fpiritual anJ temporal, and Commons, in Par¬ 
liament alfcmbled, being deeply afFc£led with the fenfc of 
thofc many blellings which wc have conllan|ly enjoyed, and 
hope long to enjoy, niuicr your Majedy’s moft juft and gra¬ 
cious government; and being thoroughly convinced that our 
religious aud civil rights, as wqll as the very being of the Bri- 
tilh name and «.on(liiution, do, und^'r Ciod, entirely depend 
Upon the prefervaiion of yonr Majelty’s facred pcrfon, and of 
the profeftant rucceilu'n, as fettled by Jaw, in your royal line, 
arc iilled with the utmoft aftonilhment and indignation at the 
uncsamplcd prefumption and arrogance of tlic Pretender to 
your dominions, in daring to offer, fuch an indignity to your 
Majclly and the Britilh nation, as to declare to your fubjedfs, 
and to all foreign princes and Hates, that he finds himfclf in a 
condition to otfer terms to your Majclly ; and even to capitu¬ 
late with you for the abfolutc furrender of tlie religion and li¬ 
berties of a free nation. 

However great the infatuation of his advifers may be, wc 
jirc fcnfiblc nothing could have rnifed his and their hopes to fo 
extravagant a degree of prefumption, but repeated encourage¬ 
ments and afliiranccs from the confpirators at home, founded 
on the moft injurious and groli mifreprefentations of the incli¬ 
nations and aife£lions«of your Majeily’s fubjeds; and a rafti 
C^^nclulion, (hat becaufe fome, from whom, it ought lead to 
have been expefted, had broke through the folemn reftraint of 
reiterated oaths, in order to raife themfelves on the ruins of 
X tlwir 
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their country, therefore the whole body of the nation waS rij^ 
for the fame fata! dcfet^ion and ready to ipxchange the mild 
and legal government of a moll indulgent prince, for the 
boundlefs rage of an attaintedjjfugitive, bred up in maxims of 
tyranny and fiiperftitinn. 1 

But we, your Majelty’s molt dutiful and loyal fubjcfls, re- 
folve, by a Heady and conilant adherence to your government, 
to wipe off this (tain and imputation from the name of Bri¬ 
tons, aijd to convince the world, that thofe wicked deligns 
formed againit your MaipH/s facred perfon and government, 
which the infolence o,f nhis declaration proves to be moll real, 
while it affects to tre M them as imaginary, are indeed imprac¬ 
ticable againit a Prince relying on, and fuppurted by the vigour 
and duty of a Brittfli Parliament, and liie affcdioiis of his peo¬ 
ple. • 

And we beg leave, in the molt folcmn manner, to affurQ 
your Majclty, that ueiiher the impotent menace of foreign af- 
fiftance, nor the utmod efforts of domcflic tntiiors, lhall ever 
iletcr us from Handing by your MajcHy w'ith our lives and for- 
imies, and fnpporting your MajeH]^ nioH juH title to the 
crown of thefe realms againit the Preteiulcr and all his open 
and fee ret abettors, both at fiome and abroad. 


Hrs Alojcjly r A>i f ver^ J^ovemtfct 10, 1722. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T GlV'li you many thanks for the juH refentmcnl yon have 
^ exprelfed againrt the indignity offered to me and the Bri- 
lifh nation. 

1 fhall continue to protc£l and fupport my good people in 
the fuli enjoyment of thur religion, liberties, and property, 
againit all that fhall endeavour to fubjed them to tyranny atid 
fuperftition. 


uAddrefs to his Afiijijiy by the Houfe of Commons^ March 18, 1723- 
MoH gracious Sovereign, 

'yOUR MajeHy’s moH dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the Com- 
mons, ill Parliament aliemblcd, do humbly beg leave to 
approach your royal perfon, with hearts full of concern an^ 
horror for the deteHable coiifpiracy formed againH your peri'on 
and government. * 

We lament, with indignation, that any of our fellow fufc^- 
ie£ts, who enjoy, in common with us, the many and fignal 
* VoL. 1 . N u blcf. 
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bleflingf of y6ur Majefty's mild and juft adminiftration« ftiould 
fo far give themj^Ives up to deli^iion as to confpire agaiiift pub¬ 
lic liberty, againft their own fecurity, and againft the only bul¬ 
wark of all that is dear and valuable, your Majefty's perfon, 
and the proteftant fucceftion i|. your royal family. 

We fee with aftoniftiment, that perfons of figure and dif- 
tin6^ion, who ought to have been the bell judges, and moft 
zealous defenders, of your beneficent and mild reign, by 
Vhich alone their fortunes and dignities can be made fecure, 
(hould be fo far infatuated as to head and abet a monftrous 
confpiracy to deftroy your Majefty,‘\l’cir country, and thena- 
felves j that honour, faith, and the m\>ft folemn ties of reli> 
gion, fhould be violated in favour of a popilh fugitive, known 
only for his blind bigotry and attachment to Rome. 

As we have, with ftnlible forrow and juft refentment, dif- 
covered thefe vile praftices, fo will we take care that the 
wicked authors may not, by any contrivance or praftice 
whaifoevcr, efjape punifhnicnt, but that ail confpirators may, 
by the juflicc of Parliament, be for ever hereafter deterred 
from engaging in fuch tfaitorons attempts. 

We congratulate your Majcfty, and all your good fubjefts, 
that you have cfc.tpcd the black and unnatural defigns of the 
worft of men, and tliat Almighty (Jod has, by this happy 
difeovery, given you, and your royal family, a frelh inltance 
of his lingular care and protection. 

For us, your faitliful Cofnmons, who feel, with joy and 
gratitude, the ineftimable blellings of your reign, who arc 
lenllble of the glorious advantages of liberty, and of the pro¬ 
teftant religion, and have in abhorrence the miferies and ila- 
very infeparable troin popery and a popilh government; 

Wc will Hand by your Majcfty, and elFcClually fupport 
your government, at the hazard and expenfe of our lives and 
fortunes: 

We will maintain and defend your Majefty’s rightful and 
lawful title to the crown of thefe realms, and endeavour to 
tranfmit to latcll pofterity this happy, free, and ancient confti*^ 
tution. 


His Majejiy's Jn/wcTf March 21^ 

^ Gentlemen, 

I RETURN you imy thanks for this dutiful and loyal ad- 
drefs: it is agreeable to the many inftances of zeal and 
affection to me, which you have upon every occafion exprefled; 
the juft refentment and indignation you have fticwn againft this 

con- 
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confpiracy, will, I doubt not, give entire fatisfafilon to all 
that fincerely wifli well to our prefent eftabliniment, encourage 
the friends to my government, and deter the enemies of our 
common peace from renewing thefe ralh and dcfpcrate at' 
tempts. I 

H/s Majejiys moji gracious Speech, January 9, 1724. 

My Ij)rds and Gentlemen, 

T CANNOT open thiP‘'feflion without congratulating you 
^ upon the fuccefs of ‘your endeavours laft year, for the fafety, 
intcreft, and honour cf the kingdom: the rife of public credit, 
the douriftiing condition of our tradof and maufadlures, and 
the general tranquillity of my people,I are the happy confe- 
quenccs of your prudent refolutions : iris to be hoped, that the 
few examples which were made of fome notorious offenders, 
will be fullioient to deter the moft difatfciSled from engaging in 
the like dcfpcrate and w'icked pradice& 4 ; the attgmentation you 
thought 6t to make to our national forces, by feaand land, has 
not only fccured the general quiet of l^ie kingdom againft any 
fudden attempts or infnrrecflions, but has alfo given me fuch 
weight and credit in all foreign negocia^ons, as greatly contri¬ 
bute towards the prefervation of the peace of Europe. 

Gentlemen of the Iloufc of Commons, 

• 

I will order the proper officers to lay before you the cflimatcs 
for the fervice of the current year ; I dcfire fuch fnpplies only 
as you lhall find abfolutely neceifary for preferving the peace of 
the kingdom, and for the fecurity of my people ; and iliofe, I 
hope, may be raifed, without laying any additional charge or 
burden on my fubjeds. • 

I muft, in a particular manner, recommend to your care the 
public debts of the kingdom, as the moll national concern you 
can pollibly take into your confideration ; I am perfuaded it 
muft be a very great falisfaiflion to all my faithful fubjcfls, to 
fee the finking fund improved and augmented, and the debt of 
the nation thereby put into a method of being fo much the 
fuoner gradually reduced, and paid off: it would be a work 
truly w'orthy of a BritiOi Parliamentj to begin this commenda¬ 
ble undertaking, and to make fuch a progrefs therein, as, with 
a ftrid regard to public faith, and private property, may pavl 
the way to this great and defirable end. , 

My Lords and Gentlemen, * 

In the prefent happy fituation of our affairs, I have nothing 
more to recommend to you, than that you would make ufe of 

N n 2 the 
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the opportunity which your own good conduct has put into 
your hands, in *confidering of*fuch further laws as may be 
wanting for the cafe and encouragement of trade and naviga¬ 
tion, for the employment of tic poor, and for the exciting and 
encouraging a fpjrit of indiillry in the nation. 

J am fully fatisfied, that the trade and wealth of my people 
are the happy eft'etSis of the liberties they enjoy ; and that the 
grandeur ot the crown eonfills in their profperity; and I am 
as fully perfuaded, that all who wilh well to their country mull 
agree with me, that It is the vaiiildtSCpIl delnfions to imagine, 
that the religion, laws, and liberties, of this kingdom can ever 
be fecured, but bv fiipporting the prefent cftablillmient, and 
maintaining the fnccctlon in the protellanl line. 

Let us therefore hcaAily join in every thing that may tend to 
pioniotc our mntnal happiiid’s ; and to extingiiilh the hopes of 
thole who long have been, and Hill are, reftlels in their endea- 
vonis to fiibjecV this nation to the whole train of mlferies that 
arc infepa ruble •iron; ^-peiy, arbitrary powen 


^ddrefs to his Majejiy hy the Jluuje cf Commons, Jan. to, 1724. 

Moft gracious Sovcr>.ign, 

Majcll)’s moll dutiful and loyal fiibje^ls, the Com- 
**• inonsot Great Jhirain, ifi Parliament airembled, beg leave 
to congratulate your Mujefty upon yoiir I'afe and happy return 
into tliefe kingdoms ; and moll humbly delire your Majelly to 
accept the imteigned thanks ol this Houfe for your Majelly’s 
molt gracious I'pecch Irmn the tlirouc. As your Majelly is 
plcafed to lound the grandeur ol your c rown in the fecurily of 
the liberties ot jour people, and yoffr glory in piomoting their 
profperity; lo they, in return, nnill be excited, by all the tics 
ot duty and gratitude, to build their liappinefs upon the firm and 
unlhaken principles ot loyalty and alledlion to your Majclly’s 
moll facred peribn and government. 

It is the greatell l’atista»?tion to your Majefty's faithful Com¬ 
mons, to find that the loyalty ot tneir refointions, and the juf- 
tice of their proceedings, in the kill feflion of parliament, have 
^becn .'itteiuiccl with all the happy confeqnences they expefted 
jfroni them, and now have been rewarded with your Majclly’s 
*royal approbation. 

We beg leave to tflTnre your Majefly, that we fhall readily 
i%nd chcertuily raife all fuch fuppiies as ihalPbe neceiiary to fup- 
port the honour of your Majelly s government, and fccure the 
tranquillity of titefe kingdoms. 

Wc 
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We are highly fcnfible of your Majcfly’s goodnefs to all youB 
people, in recommending, par^cularly at this time, to our con- 
iideratioQ the public debts of the kingdom; which arc fo 
heavy a load, and fo much a national concern, that we fliould 
be wanting to ourfclvcs, if we di|[ not allure your Majclly, that 
we will life our utmoft endeavours to improve and augment the 
finking fund, and thereby put the national debt into a method 
of being gradually reduced and paid without any violation of 
public faith, or infringement of private property ; and, as your 
MajeHy is plcafcd to cncouiftgc our attempting fo great and no¬ 
ble a defign, fo w^e are fully perfuaded that the wifdom and 
lleadinefs of your Majelly’s goveniintni will enable us to per- 
feft this great undertaking. J 

We allure your Majelly, that we kifcw of no other fafety, 
under God, forourtiade and wealth, lijlerty and property, re¬ 
ligious and civil rights, but the fecurily of your Nlajelly’s molt 
facred perfon and government, and the fiicccllion in yonr royal 
hoiife; which we .will always fiipport an^.,main4iin againll any 
traitorous attempt whatfoever; being tr?ily Tcnfiblc of thcblef- 
fings we enjoy under your M*ajclty’s gracious and happy 

government, which has hitherto preferved us from all thofe mi- 
feries experience has taught us are infeparabie from popery 
and arbitraty power, * 


His Mn]tJ}y% Anfvucry January 13, 1724* 
Gentlemen, 

T RETURN you my hearty thanks for this very dutiful and 
loyal addrefs: the wifdom and refolution of this Parliament 
have principally contributed to our prcfenl happy fituation; and 
the perfevcrance of my faithful Commons, with the fame zeal 
and unanimity, in the difpatch of the public bufmefs, will be 
the fureil means of improving this favourable opportunity to the 
bell advantage, for the honor and intcrefl of the kingdom. 


His MajeJij s moji gracious Speechy November 12, 1724. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T AM perfuaded you fliare with me in the fatisfadlion I feel at * 
the profperous fituation of affairs: peace with all powers 
abroad, at home pe];fe£l tranquillity, plenty, and an uninter¬ 
rupted enjoyment of all civil and religious rights, arc molt * 
difUnguifhing marks of the favour and protedlion of the divine 
Providence; and thefe, withalltheirbappy confequences, will, 
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I doubt not, by the blefHng of God upon our joint endeavours, 
be long continues to my people." 

The fame provifion by fca and land, for the defence and 
fafety of the nation, will contiijue to make us refpefted abroad, 
and, confequently, feciire at rfome: the fame attention to the 
improvement of the public revenues, and to the eafe and encou¬ 
ragement of trade and navigation, willeftablilh credit upon the 
ftrongeft bafis; and raife fuch a fpirit of indiiftry, as will not 
only enable us gradually to difeharge the national debt, but 
will llkewife greatly incrcafc the*wealth, power, and influence 
of this kingdom. 


Gentlemen of the dioufe of Commons, • 

I have ordered the pK>per officers to prepare, and lay before 
you, eflimates of the \xpenl'cs for the fervicc of the enfuing 
year: and as they do nOt exceed what has been found, by expe¬ 
rience, to be abfolutel^ nccelfary for the fecurity of the king¬ 
dom, I make ri* but I fliall have your ready concur¬ 

rence in raifing the fiippiies, in fuch manner as fliall be mod 
eafy to my people. % 

There is one thing that I cannot but mention to you, as de- 
ferving your particular coufidcration: it is too manifefl, that 
the funds cllabliihed for (he finiihing the works at Greenwich 
bofpital, and providing for a competent mimt.i:r of feamcn 
there, cannot, in time of pe^ice, be fiifficrrmt to anfwer the 
expenfes of this great and neccilary work: it is therefore very 
much to be w’ifhcd, that fome method could be found out to 
make a further provifion for a comfortable fupport to our fea¬ 
mcn, worn out in the fervicc of their country, and labouring 
‘under old age and infirmities. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, * 

You mull all be fenliblc how much our prefent happinefs is 
owing to your union and fleady conduft: it is therefore wholly 
uunecelfary to recommend to you unanimity anddifpatch in all 
your deliberations: the zeal and abilities you have on all occa- 
lions fliewn, in fnpporting the intcrell of your country, even 
under the greateft diflicultie.*, leave me no room to, doubt of my 
having your entire and cfFcdual concurrence in every thing that 
*:an tend to the fervice of the public, and to the good of py 
Ij^eople. 


Addrtfi 
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Jddrefs hy the Houfe ofComtnms to the Kingy Nov. 13, 1734* 

Molt gracious Sovereign, | y 

Y^UR Majefty’s moll dutifiiil ami loyal fubjedis, the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, in Parliament aircmbled, return 
your Majefty the thanks of this Houfe for your Majeliy’s moil 
gracious fpeech from the throne: and, as your Majcliy’s fa¬ 
therly tendernefs fur your people, and the unfpcakable comforts 
of an eafy government, uetnand the finccrcit tribute of duty, 
your Majelty’s faithful Commons do now offer to your Majelty 
the molt unfeigned alfurances of gratitude and loyalty, with 
that becoming zeal and att'edion that i 7 particularly requifiteat 
this time. I 

We beg leave to congratulate wittf your Majefty on the 
profperous fituation of affairs at hotiv and abroad; a fubje^l 
not only of content, but of joy: and we Ihould be wanting to 
ourfelves, and infenlible of our own iv if we did not 

feel the famefatisfadlion in reaping the fruits of your Majefty^s 
great wifdom, that your Majelty haiifln employing it to direfi 
and guide us to our own happinefs. 

Peace with all powers abroad, picpty and tranquillity at 
home, with a full and quiet enjoyment of every thing that is 
dear and v-Juftble to us, are peculiar marks of your Majcfty’i 
government; •whith, that they maybe for ever remembered, 
this Houle willufc their utmoft endeavours, by the Divine aflif- 
tance, to tranfmit the happy confequences of thefe bleftingsto 
the 1-iteft pofterity, as monuments to futurity of the glories of 
your Majefty's reign. 

To fupport the intereft and credit of our country, is to pay 
the molt acceptable obedience to your Majefty: and therefore 
this Houfe will proceed, with all cheerfulnefs and difpatch, in 
railing fuch fiipplies as fliall be necelTary for the honour and 
fafety of the nation: we will labour to difeharge gradually 
the national debt by the improvement of the public revenues; 
to increafe our wealth by the advancement of our trade; and 
to eftablilh our ftrength by tfte encouragement of our navi¬ 
gation ; and are ready heartily to aflift your Majefty in every 
thing that (hall tend to the fecurity and grandeur of your Ma' 
jefty, and your kingdoms. 
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. Mf^eftys i^ovcmher i6, 17 24. 

Gentlemen, V « 

1 RETURN you tny thanks f4r this (Uitlfiil and loyal addrcfs: 

and 1 never mailc any doubi, but that, whenever the honour 
and interefl of the kingdom called upon you, 1 Ihould meet 
with the fame returns ot duty and fidelity, and the fame proofs 
of your affection and zeal for my fetvicc, as 1 have hitherto 
experienced upon all occations. • ' 


from Afajcjlvy Fcbrua\y 9, 1725. 
George Rex. 

TLlIS Majefty having tiafon to appiehcnd, that the fiiitors of 
^ the Court of Chaif:ery were in danger of lofing a confi- 
derable funi of tlie infufhciency'of fome of the 

mafters, thought himfcli obliged, 4n juftice and compalfion to 
the faid fiiitors, to take thcmoll fpeedy and proper methods the 
law would allow, lor inqniiing into the llate of the mailer’s ac¬ 
counts, and fecuring thoir effeCls, for the benefit of the.fuitors; 
and his Majclly having had feveral repotts laid be^fore him, in 
purfuance of the diregions he had given, has. ordercc/ the faid 
reports to be communicated to tftisHoufc, that this Honfe may 
have as full and as perfedl a view of this important affair, as 
the fhoitncfs of the time, and the circumllanccs and nature of 
the proceedings would admit of. 


AfeJJa»e from hh Maj^Jly to the Houfr of Commons, Feb, 10, 1725. 

George Rex. 

comrnillioncrs for building fifty new churches in and 
about the cities of London and Weflminffcr, and the 
fuhurbs thereof, having reprefented to his Majclly, that, in. 
purfuance of feveral adls of Parliament already made for that 
^.nurpofe, one church hath been for fome time finilbed «nd con- 
fArated; and three chapds have been converted into parilh 
cfurchcs, and alfo confccrated; and that feven other churches 
4 Jre built, or building,, and nearly finilbed ; for which eleven 
churches, convenient dillriiRs have been alfo.Iaid out, and ap¬ 
pointed to be the parilhes rcfpe^lively belonging to the fame; 
and his Majcfty, being truly feniible of the great neceflity there 

is 
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is of new churches, and of new ciivifions of pariflxes, in aiiit 
about the faid cities and fubucbs, and very clt-iiruus to provide 
for the fplritual at. well as temporal wc’fareof all his fiibjeds; 
and being alfo firmly perfuadc%, that noihing./iviU more effec¬ 
tually engage Almighty God id fend down his blelling upon 
his crown and people, than a due zeal lor the honour and fer- 
vice of religion; has thought fit to recommend to the Houfe of 
Commons, in an efpecial manner, the providing a fuitable 
maintenance for the minilters wlio lhall be appointed to per¬ 
form divine fervice in the oleven churches atorefaid, by llich 
ways as may cffedtuaily anfwer the ends afurelaid, according to 
his Majelty’s royal purpol'e and delire. 

t 


MeJJage from his Majejh to theibhnfc of CommovSf 
Jprii 8, 172^ 

George Rex. 


^T^HE ncccllitics of his Majefiy’s g^ernment having rendered 
it impra£licablc for hi^ Majcflyto make any confidcrable 
retrenchments in the expenfes of his civil lill; and having en¬ 
gaged his Majclly in fontc extraordinary expenfes, which, he 
is perfuarded, his loyal Commons wilt believe, have been ern- 
pjQ,yed,«r''.r.5Bly for the honour and dignity of the crown, but 
for the intcreft ami profperity o^ his people; liis Majclly hopes, 
from the know'n zeal and affeilion of tliis Parliament to his 
pei fon and government, tliat he may be enabled to make ufe of 
the funds lately fettled for the payment of the civil lilt annuities; 
and for replacing the fame to his MajeAy in the molt advan¬ 
tageous manner; and, upon the credit thereof, to raife a fum 
of money fiifficicnl to rec|||;em thofc annuities, and to difehurge 
the prefent debts contradledin his civil government. 


fJis Afajejiy s moji gracious Spcichf January 20, 1726, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE had fuch frequent experience of the wifdom and zeal 
of this Parliament, on many important occafions, that it i 
with pleafure I now meet you again; and I make no doumt 
but that your endeavours for the good and fervice of yo\r 
country will be as fuccefsful as they hav^ hitherto been. ^ 
T'he diArcffed condition of fome of our proteftant brethren 
abroad, and the negotiations and engagements entered into By' 
fome foreign powers, which feem to have laid the foundation 
of pew troubles diiluibaoces in Europe, and to threaten my 

fubjefts 
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fubje6ls with the lofs of fevcral of the moft advantageons 
branches of their trade, obliged fne, without any lofs of time, 
to concert with other powers, fuch meafures, as might give a 
check to the amKijtious views oi (.hofe who are endeavouring to 
render ibeniftlves formidable, a^d put a ftop to the farther pro- 
grcfs of fuch dangerous defigns: lor thefc ends, 1 have entered 
into a defenlive alliance with the moll Chriliian King, and the 
King of Prullia, to which feveral other powers, and particularly 
the States General, have been invited to accede; and*I have 
not the lead rcafon to doubt of their'concurrence; this treaty 
lhall, in a Ihort time, be laid before you. 

By thefe means, and by yourlupport and alllftancc, 1 trull in 
God I lhall be able not 4 n]y to fecure to my own fubjefts the 
enjoyment of many va|nble rights and priviLges, long lince 
acquired for them by tlic\no(l loleniu treaties, but effectually to 
preferve the peace and Ij ilancc of Europe; the only view and 
end of all my cndeavoiira’ 

Gentlemen df'Mdf^Vitufc of Commons, 

I have ordered the eftif.^ates for the fervice of this year to be 
prepared and laid bclore you; which, from an unwillingnefs 
1 always have to put my fnbjcCls to an extraordinary expenfe, 
by any unnecell'ary precumions, arc formed iir on the* foot of 
employing no greater number offerees than was nccef- 

fary the lall year: for which, if the Oipplics you give lhall be 
fully and elFcClually raifed, I iHall be enabled to have a ftrong 
fleet at fca, early in the fpring, if the poffure of affaiis lhall 
at any time make it nccelfary to angment our maritime force; 
1 conhde fo entirely in the/xal and atTedlion of my Parliament, 
that i alUinMnylclf yoti will enable me to make fuch an addition 
to the number of fcamen as lliall be fpund rcquilite. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It Is not to be doubted but the enemies to my government 
will conceive hopes, that fome favourable opportunity for re¬ 
newing their attempts may offer, from the profpeCl of nevf 
troubles and commotions: they are already very bufy, by their 
infttuments and einiilaiics, in thole courts whofe meafures 
^cem moll to favour thiir purpofes, in foliciting and pro- 

3 >ting the caufe of the Pretender: but I perfuade myfelf, not* 
thffanding the countenance and encouragement they may 
ve received, or flatter themfelves with, the provifion you 
fljaU make for the fafety and defence of the kingdom, Will 
effeCliially fecure us from any attempts from abroad, and ren* 
der all fuch proJcCls vain aud abortive, 


When 
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When the world (hall fee, that you will not fnffer the 
Britiih crown and nation ta be menaced ind infulted, thofe 
who moft envy the prefent happlnefs and tr^quillity of this 
kingdom, and are endeavourii!^ to make us fi^fervient to their 
ambition, will conlider theirs own intercll and ciraimftances 
before they make any attempt upon fo brave a people, llrength- 
ened and fupported by prudent and powerful alliances; and, 
though defiroiis to preferve the peace, able and ready to defend 
themfeives againli the efforts of all aggrellors. Such rcfolu- 
tions, and fuch mcafures, trmcly taken, I am futisHcd, are the 
mod effedlual means of preventing a war, and continuing to us 
the bledings of peace and profperiiy. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commonsj^ January 21, 1726. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, * 

T^^E, your'Majefty’s moft diitifiv . •’'t.fteyal fubjedls, the 
Commons of Grea| Britain/ in l*arliament ailcmbled, 
beg leave moft unfeigncdly to congratulate your Majefty’s fafe 
and happy arrival in thefe kingdoms: nothing can equal the 
dread and anxiety which filled the biguft of your good people, 
whilft your M.ijefty’s fai red peifon was cxptil'cd to the perils of 
tt'«Apefti..voA'’*it!as, but the univerfii joy that was inftatiily dif- 
fufed throniihi ut the kingdomf upon the welcome news of your 
Majefty’s b^ing fafely landed on the Britiih fliore. 

We return your Majelly our humhleit thanks for your moft 
gracious fpeech from the throne; and cannot fudtciently ac¬ 
knowledge your Majefty’s great attention and care for ih'* pre- 
fervation of the peace and prolpcrity of this nation, and the 
general tranquillity of Eftropc. 

The tender regard ai.d comp.ifllon, which your Majefty has 
exprefled for the diltrell'cd pi iteftants abroad, will give great 
fatisfadfion to all, wiiofc profeffli'ii of the fame religion muft 
infpire them with a juft refentment of the injuries and perfecu- 
tions which they fiiffer for the fake «>f it. 

Your Majeily’s vigilance in w^atchmg over, and difeon- 
certing, the ambitious view.-, and dciigns of thofe that are en¬ 
deavouring to render themfcives formidable; your wifdom 
early forming, and entering into alliances with powers heft ^le 
to withftand the common danger, and to put a flop to the 
thcr progrefs of the negotiations carryuig on by other power; 
and your particuiar concern for the trade and commerce of tlwfc 
nations; call upon us fur all poffible returns of duty and gra¬ 
titude : 


And 
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Am] that yoiir Majcfly's unwearied endeavours for the parti¬ 
cular irUt-refis of four own fuhjfds of tlicfe kingdoms, and 
for preventing a war, may have their defircd effed, we, your 
Majelly's moi't d\^ifuland loyal <|)oiTimons, proiuife and alfure 
yoiir MjjcHy, tlia! we will, w^h the greatelt cheerhiliicls, 
unaniniiiy, and difpatch, fo tfJldually raife the (iipplies for 
this year, lliat your Majelly may be enabled to have a ftrong 
hect at lea, early in the i'priiig, liillicient to proted and defend 
the kingdom; to difapp^mt tlie hojjes ot the enemies t(i your 
Majelty’s governnicnt; and recent awySiiftilts and attempts that 
way be vainly projeded ami umicii.iker'.. 

It is not lube wondered at, liiat, in the low flatc to which 
the aftuifs. of ilie Pretender ate rtduced, his cniiiKiries and in- 
flrumenis IhoiibJ hewaitiifg for every opportttnity that has the 
appearance ot being fdvonf <ble to iluir laiigiiilhing e'aufc; and, 
ns they have been very hdiy in fort ign courts, the tlifinfeded 
and diicontentctl here hav not been UTs indultrions, by fallc 
rumours and ft.the minds of thtj people with 
groundlefs fears and alarms^in otder to ailed the public credit; 
and, by dillrclling the go\^.,rnment, give encoiirngcnient to the 
enemies of our peace; 

Ihit we proimfe ourfelvcs, that the prudence, temper, and 
rcfohition, of thofe that truly con full their own inteiell, and 
wifli well to their country, will,, on the one yr^vent 

and obviate il'.e mif^his-fs, that,^ by too great* ciediility, and 
vain tears, tiny may bring upon themfclves: aiid, on the o»hcr 
hand, we arc determined to convince the world, that if thofe, 
who mod envy our prefent happinefs and tranquillity, thall fo 
far prefume uj-on the jult fcnfqand value w’e have for thefc in- 
cttimable blcllings, as Itiii to purfiie their (Icfperrite meafures; 
how defirous hjcver wc may be of pence, wc will not fnftcr 
your Majcfty, and the Pritilh nation, to be infuUed; but that 
we will, to the iitmoft of our power, as the exigency and necef. 
fity of affairs fhall require, {land by and fnpport your Majefty 
again/I all attempts to dilturb the public repofe. 


I]is Alajtjlys Ai)j'ji'cry January 24, 1726. 
'^'^entlemerf, 

T f ETURN you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal addrefs'; 
make no doubt biit^ou will foon be fenfible of the good 
of this feafonable vigour and refolution; you may be 
atTvAt-ed, that I will make no ufe of the confidence you repofe 
in me, but for preferving to us the bleflfings of peace \ and for 
promoting the honour and intereft of this nation, 

jiddrefs 
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Addrtfs hy the Uoufe of iiommtmSf Fehnmry iB, 1726* 
Mod gracious fovereign, | 


, the 
inblcd. 


your Majerty’s inolj diuiful and foyiil fiibjefis. 

Conifiions of Great Britain, in I*arliamcnt alfein 
beg leave to return your Majelly our moll humble thanks for 
ydur great goodnefs in coininunicaling to us the treaties of peace 
and commerce concluded between the Emperor and the King of 
Spain; and the dcfenlive'alliance between your Majefty, the 
molt Chriltian King, and the King of Prullia. 

The engagements wliich your Majclty has entered into, by 
the faid* deftnfive alliance with the r’lolt Chiillian King, and 
the King of Prullia, in order to o.^vlate and difappoint the 
dangerous views and confequences ot toe treaty of peace between 
the Emperor and the King of Spain, jlmd to preferve the many 
valuable rights and privileges of this* nation againfl the fatal 
tendency of thf faid treaty of commtT, . -, cjtl^ulated for the en¬ 
tire deftruflion of tiie chief branche. ot the Britilh trade, and 
in breach of the fcveral fole'mn treaty's now in force, call upon 
us to exprefs our moll unfeigned and grateful fenfc of your 
Majefly’s concern loV the picl'ervation of the balance and peace 
ot Kurdpe, the prcledant religion, aiid the particular jnierelt 
■c.Oyjpur. -'’vfubjtcls. 

And when W’c'reflei‘1 upon )iour Majclly’s prudence and re- 
folution, in not letting any attempts or inlinuaiions whatfoever 
divert you from confiilting, and Iteadily purfuing the good and 
welfare of thefc your kingdoms, wc think ourfclvcs obliged, by 
the ftrongeft tics ot duty and affedtion, to alllire your Majelty, 
that we will, in jullice, and vindication of the honour and dig¬ 
nity of the Britilh cjowiif Hand by and fopport your Majefty, 
againll all inftilts and attacks that any prince oi power, in rc- 
fentment of tlie jult mcafures which your Majcfly has fo wifely 
taken, lhall make upon any of your Majefly’s territories or do¬ 
minions, thongh not belonging to the crown of Great Brituiu. 


His Majejlf s Anjwcr^ Fibruaty 21, 1726. 

Gentlemen, < 

T RETURN you my thanks for this particular mark of yo^ 
duty, aftedion, and conlidcucc in me; your alfurances 
to fulFer my forejgn dominions to be expofed or infulied, on 
account of the meafures 1 have taken for the intereft of thc^e 
kingdoms, W'ill, I hope, be a means to preferve the peace and 
tranquillity of Europe: I have no views of ambition to gratify; 

1 1 have 
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I have rto thoughts of aggrandizing myfelf, or extending any 
parts of my dominions at the hazard and expenfe of the other: 
and, as my honour Is the common caufc and concern of my fub- 
jc6ls, their partVjular interefts fl^all, upon all occafions, be my 
conllant care. ' « 


HiS Miijejlys Mf:Jfagc to the Houfe of Commonsy March 24, 1726. 
George R. • 

I. 

H IS Majefly, having nothing rrtore at heart than an earned 
defire ti) fccurc to liis own fubjedls the full and free enjoy¬ 
ment of their trade and navigation; and, in the bed manner, 
to prevent and fniitratl fuch dcfigns as have been formed 
againlt the paiticlar infcrelt of this nation, and the general 
peace of Europe; has Round it necelfary, not only to augment 
his maritime force, but *0 concert fuch other meafures as may 
mod effefiually conduce to thefc defirable ends: and, as thefe 
fcrvices will requ'frt extraordinary expenfe, his Majcfty 

hopes he (hall be enabled, oy the aldftance of Parliament, to in- 
creafe the number of fean.‘in already voted and granted for the 
fervicc of this year; and to enter into, ^and make good fuch 
engagements, as the ciraunllances and exigency of affairs may 
require. 


His ATajeJiys moji gracious Speech, Alay 24, 1726, 

My Loals and Cientlemen, 

J HAVE ordered my Lord Chancellor to declare to you, in 
my name and words, the reafons of my coming this day 
to Parliament. 


And the Lord Chancellor acquainted both Hotifes, that he had 
received from his Majefty’s hands, from the thionc, his Ma- 
jelly’s fpeech to both Hoiifcsof Parliament; which the Lord 
Chancellor read; and is as follows: 

/ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^ CANNOT, in Juftice to you, put an end to this feflion 
T without returning you my hearty thanks for the many in- 
l^tances you have given me of yonr duty and afferflion to my 
perfon and governmeht: and of your zeal to maintain the 
honour and true interefr of this kingdom. 

The fpirit and refolution you have fliewn on this important 
occafion, when our moil valuable rights and privileges have 

been 
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been ftruck at, are highly becoming tSe tveight and authority 
of a Britiih Parliament; and the iteps whicji have been taken 
abroad, in fupport of the meifturcs entered into againfl this na* 
tion, mtift convince every body of your wifdafti and prudence, 
in endeavouring to put an early flop to thj: mriher progrefs of 
them: 1 hope the precautions you have enabled me to take, will 
be fufficient, in conjundlion with my allies, to defeat the de- 
figns which have been formed againflus; and that the pro¬ 
moters of them, when they have fully weighed their own cir- 
cumftances, and better confidered thofc of the feveral powers 
united in defence of the tranquillity and liberties of Kurope, 
will find it their own iutcrelt to preferve the peace, and think 
it moft fqfc and prudent todcfifl from their dangerous fehemes. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com-nons, 

I return yoti my particular thanks ff)r the fiipplies which you 
have fo cheerfully and efFedlually r.u'ed; and you may he af- 
fured, that tlicy fhall be faithfully app ied to the ul'cs for which 
you intended them. ' ' ' * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The conflant employment of my thoughts, and the mofl, 
earned wifhes of my heart, tend uliqjly to the ftonring to my 
fubjedls'their jufl rights and advantages; and to the preferving 
• MAIW .‘0^11 Lurope, the enjoyment of a fate and ho¬ 
nourable peace: and I mult n#t conclude without giving you 
the ttrongefl alfurances, that the particular confidence you have 
placed in me, fliall be made ufe of in fuch manner only, as may- 
moft efFcdually conduce to the attaining thofc good and great 
purpofes. 


His Majejiy s myl gracious Speuh, 'January ly, 1727. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T ACQU/minted you, laft year, with the treaties of peace 
* and commerce concluded between the Emperor an»l the King 
of Spain. As that fudden and unaccountable conjundlion gave, 
at the firft appearance, jufl grounds of jealoufy and apprehen- 
fion to the neighbouring powers of Europe; the fubfequent 
proceedings and tranfadions in thofe two courts, and the fecq 
and ofFeniive alliances concluded between them about the fa 
time, have laid the foundations of a moll exorbitant and form' 
dable power ; and are fo diredly levelled againft the moft va¬ 
luable and darling*intcrefts and privileges of this nation, that 
we imift determine, either tamely to fubmi to the peremptory 
and unjuft demands of the King of Spain, in giving up Gi¬ 
braltar, 
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braltar, and patiently to aeqoiefcc in the Emperor's tifurped 
and extended exci^ifc of trade ajid commerce; or mull rtfolvc 
to be in a condition to do ourfelves jiiltice, and to defend our 
undoubted righ^ agninfl Ihcfc f-cciprocal engagements entered 
into in defiance and violation o^all national faith, and the mod 
folcinn trcalics. 

1 have liki.'vvlfe received informations from different parts, 
on which I can ctitirely depend, that the placing the Pretender 
upoit the throne (d this kitigdoin is one of the articles of the fe- 
cret engagements: and it tunc fhajl fcvince, that the giving up 
the trade of this M.nioji io one po\\er, and Gibraltar and Port- 
malmn to anoiher, is made the price and revvard of impofing 
upon this kingdom a po|ii(li Pretender; wliai art it»digaation 
mild this in the bread of'every proteflant Driton! 

Nor were ilitfc fatal combinations confined to tliofc parts of 
the w’orld alone; but th»' extended theinlelvcs into Kufh’a: and 
had not tlie defignsof llill eoiu t agaiiill fome of their neighbours 
been prevented tljcy.af mahle arrival of our fleet in thole 
feas, a way li:id been op^ied for invading t hefe kingdoms, and 
giving a powerful aflillt^tce to aiJy attempt to be made from 
other qiiaiteis. 

Such cirenm(lances would not fuffep tpe, and my allies, 
among wiiom inerc hasbeen, and is, the moll: perfedl harmony, 
union, and concert, to bo idle fpeifatois, arwcr;^(llj;Cs of,oiir 
own fafety, and the common c^nfe of Kuropv; for wliicli'pur- 
pofe, his molt Chriltian M:rjelly has been at a great expenfe 
this lull yeai, in augmenting his forces; and the States General, 
fenfiblc of the imminent danger, have not only acceded to the 
■defenfive alliance concluded at Hanover, but have come to 
ilrong and feafonable rclolntions for an extraordinary augmen- 
'tation of their forces, both by fca an^ land: the acccflion of the 
crowno| Sweden is in liich a forwardinfs, and the negotiations 
<with the crown of Uenmark are fo far advanced, that wc 
may rcafonably depend upon the fuccefs and good cffc 61 of 
them. 

This Ihort view of tlic prefent poflurc of affairs will, I am 
confident, not only feenre to me the fupport and afliilance of 
my Pailiament in carrying on this great and neccffaiy w'ork, in 
^onjun^lion with my allies, but juflify the meafures hitherto 
aken, and the expenfes already made. 

The confidence yi'ii repofed in me laft year, has been made 
life of for the benefit yf the public: and, as the chief article of 
exceedings has, by my equipping, and fending to fea, three 
^onliderablc fquadrons, fallen upon the hea^ of the navy, I am 
perfuaded the nccelfity of the fervices, and the fecurity, ad¬ 
vantage, and glory, that has accrued to this nation from thofe 

fquadrons. 
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fquailron<;, will AillK'icntly rpcak for ihenifelves, as long as 
both friends and foes, Avith| joy or concct-n, eonitfs they 
have feen and felt the elFcds of the na\al p^^\cr of Gieat 
Britain. * i 

It Is not to be wondered at, that tlic rriiu.^s cn'jT^cd in thefe 
cnterpii/.cs are very mnch dilliiibed to fee ihuir proj cis ren¬ 
dered aI)ortive: the Kiiu; of Spain, inijja'ient :)f the dif.ipiK'int- 
ntcnls he lias met with, can no hnejtr ilirmiife that enniiiy to 
ns, whifh for fomc time he has only waited for a favonnihle 
oppoituinty todeil.ire: he has now ordereil Ins mmiiiLi refilling 
lierc to dejiart immediately from this countiy, leaving a niemo- 
lial that is little (liort of a declaration of war; wherein he again 
demands and infills upon ih.e iclHiii'ion of (lihraltar: lie does 
not Idriilelf deny the olfi nfnc alii,.nee, nor his engagements to 
fnnpoit the Oltaul company: he m.ij.es my ucaihng ihofc 
iqn.idrons, whicli his conduct had pnfiimc iimf r a lucellity of 
lending to the Weft Indies, and the v'oalt ot Sp.fm, tlie condi¬ 
tion ol any further correfpoiuk nee h(w A■■■ M ,tfie t'.M) erowns; 
and {I'ppoling the comimur.cc oi' iny-i! ■'is alno.ul to be ai'nal 
hoilihiies, llircalens to repel them wgih force, to the iitmoll of 
Ins power: 

lint, not content with thefe mLnaccs^iiirnlls, and infrai^ions 
^of trtati'-s, his CaUiolic Majeil) is iinu' making jirc paratioiii to 
gi‘l(jil,r.;!tar: .n.d, in ordi r to (any cn tliat 
leivice, or to tee.cr another defpgii, has :ilien b!td a';i«.al body 
of troop-s in that neigkbonihood: but as tiic prclVnt Hale and 
condition of that gairilon, oitli ihe n inforcem'. ir.s I have or¬ 
dered tliiihcr, give me little canl'e to ai pieheiid, or my em mies 
to hope ibr, (iiccel's in that inulertaking; tiie ctviain and un¬ 
doubted inlu!ig!.nce I have, that it is now ic fo’vcd to attempt an 
invalion upon th.efe kingdoms, in tavonr of the Pictender, by 
an embarkation from the coafis of Spain, gives me rcafon to 
believe, that,’hough i!ie liege of (jibraltir may probably be 
undertaken, the public, avowed, and ininenf- puparations 
made for tli.it pnrpofe are chijily cuc'dai'd to amnle the world, 
and to dilgiiiie the itUendetl invahon ; wliisli 1 am fin el) in- 
formi d, has h.een for lomc time egp cfi t() he th*' flili itep and 

begiiiifiiig of iiic !o;n'-ijiv.mr;<iii:Ui;[ rni'lm'e. 

Gentlemen of the'floufc of Cornmnn-:, 

Thefe conftderatlons mult awaken in vmi all f'ch a fenfe o 


f 


nnr common and immediate dam. 




I doijlu not, in- 


fpire you wdtli a 7 ^cal a:.d chc* ri'-iii'.elk in rai’.u.;' r!m (iippU-s 
ir. ccll’ary for the defence of yotir 
our engagements with our ailie*;. 


i'kii'g goort 


VoL. I, 


O 0 


I re 
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1 v’Cfivcrl too much fatisfa£\ion from the h.ippincfs of my 
pi’ople in their fill enjoyment fand future prolpc^l of peace, 
t iife, a:ul profpwity, not to be fenfibly affedled with thefe new 
convuHions; aniWjc unavoidable necenity I am under of afleinjj 
laryer fur)pru s of people, aid of dchring to be enabled to 
make fuel) an augmentation of my forces, by Tea ar.d land, a'- 
the ])ri lent exigency of alVairS requires. 

1 vvill on'er the pj'oper (iiimatrs to be laid before you, and 
filth treaties as 1 have made with foreign princes for the hire ot 
loreign troops: and as the expeiifft I waslait year, in a parti¬ 
cular maimer, cntrtillcd to make, has amounted to no conli- 
tlerable fiim, ami the jtidrlic utility may again require the like 
fewiccs to be ju rionvied, i hope you wdll again repofe*lhe fame 


tru/i and coiilidcnce in me. 

It is with great pkafiire that 1 fee the time fo near approach¬ 
ing, when fiicli a (ouliflerahle addiiion will be made to the 
iiiiking fiiml: let all that wilh \mI 1 to the peace aiul quiet of 
my I'oveuimenl, e lh« fatisfaciion to fee, l^tat our prefent 
jiecoiiities lliall make no i\icrriipti»|;i in the progrefs of that de- 
llralde W'Oik of gt\i-liial1y ?1tlchart;ing the national debt: I hope 
therefore yo’j will make a provilion tor the immediate applica¬ 
tion of the [siodime of ilic linking fund to the ufesfor which it 
was f.> w'ifelv coniilvul, and to which it I’-'nv ftands appro- 
iniated. ' — 

JV'ly I.'-'.d' end Gentlemen, 

T h.t\e had noil.oi.giMS ot making any aeqitilitions to any parts 
of my dojt.i.'iiOM.-). my whole care and c 'main .has been, to pre- 
ierve and mai.'itaiii ih.e iimloubteil i iglits ;md privileges of my 
jteople: and iliereiore all my mcafiircs have been preventive and 
fUtii'.live: but, fiicb endeavours bcidg now rendered imprac- 
tic.il;!e, vigoi!)v:i relolutioiis, and a fpcedy execution of them, 
can ah no put an clKiIdiial end to the dangers that furroimd ns: 
however ha/atiiloiL'. and dclpcratc tiio cnterpii/es formed againlt 
us may appvar to be; jour being ailiircd, that they are rcfolved 
upon, v\ill, I am petluadul, be luflicient to prevail upon you 
to put yourfelvcs in a condition to rclilf and defeat them. 


li prefei ving a due balance of pov'cr in Knropc; if defelid- 
Hmg the ppiidlions of tlie crown of Great Britain, of infinite 
alvantage and lecuiity to onr trade and commerce; if fiip- 
pvrting that trade and commerce agalnfi dangerous and unlawful 
encroachments; and if,the prefciit efiahiinimcnt, the religion, 
liberties, ami properties of a protclhint peopVe; are any longer 
ponfulerations worthy of the care and attention of a Britifh Par¬ 
liament ; I need lay no more to incite my loyal and faithful 

hloufcs 
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llnul'cs of Parliament to exert thcmfcives In the defence of 
all that is dear and valuable tq|then'.. 


Jdilrep to his Majijly hy the €cmmouSj '^anuaty i8, 1727* 
Molt graeioiis Suvtreign, 

your Majelly’s moil dutiful and loyal fubjedt*?, the 
’ GomuK'Ms of Grcj^l jlritain, in Parliameiit ailunbied, 
irturn voiir M.ijcf y our liunTblelt thanks for your moll graLi(ju,> 
fpec'ch from thetfioue. 

I'he eomniiiuivaiion wliich your Majedy has been phafed 
to make of the proeetdings and iraufaclions in Europe tor lomc 
time pad, ami of the engagements entered into lietueen tlie 
Kmperor and the King of Spain, is an iulfiitee f f your Ma- 
jcdi’s tingnlar goodncTs, in being as; (Lilioti'-' to give your peop’c 
all icafonable f.itisfadlion, as )ou have ever been I'olieitous for 
their liood and welfare # • 

Vt^e arc verj fennhlc of ;jic fatal tendr ney of the fudden and 
unaccoiitita!)!e eonjund'tion belween^i’hofe two crowns: and as 
this nation has always look^^d with Jealous i \es upon the very 
beginning of e\ery attempt made by tlu^r ireiglrbours to cdablilh 
a commerce, at t/c ha/avd and to the piejtjiiice of our tin- 
otu 'v' 'rights .{:K^privi!e .;es; we cannot but be gteally alarmed 
to fee thofe eticroaohincnls up.rfi (>nr tiaile, and nf>iorio;is in- 
haoiloits of treaties, accomne.u. d v.i'h a dlu-me of gicatncfs 
that lays ibe foundation ot a moi{ (•voib't.rut powers W'l'iclt, if' 
not timely oppofed, and witlidood w Iil. vlg 'ur and rcfolntion, 
may become formidable to all Ki iope, arid eu.ible tl:e ag;- 
grelfors, vvirliont conironl, to mabiiaiii l;:eir unwarraiitaijJe 
attempts: • 

Nor can we at all doirbt of the fi'itlt aird dePr^n of tills new 
frlcndlhip and alliance, when we fee it ctr'icniul, by mtitirul 
obligations, for fnppor^ng one ot t,'ie con'rai'lmg powers in 
the imjudifiablc and ufurped oxor*. ile «)( the Od-.-itd t'a f.g at 
the fame time, that a perearpt. ry dr:*u..p i is made aitd irtlultd 
irjion, by the other, (or the rcilitntion c f Gi‘':altar j a irlace oi 
fncii importance to thctraile of tliis klngclom; 

ikrt the conlideralion that creates tin' hi g'ed refentmeni iiv*' 
your faithful Commons, is, to fee that, wle r.e'ier tire a’libitioij 
of foreign princes leads them to alpire :.o'l gt.ifp at exorbitani*, 
jrower, or to acquire, and pofTefs the urt’v"- ot, . ny v.diiable 
lights anrl privileges belonging to the febjfCrs <•! )0'!r ?Jaje(l>^ 
and your allies; all guarat’iiees, and t!.c it>od ( dtinn engage¬ 
ments of faith and gratitude to your Maicliy, purchafed by the 
hjood and treafurq of this natron, arc caj.cvHcd, and forgot; 
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ann it is vainly imagined, that your Majcfty muft either tamely 
fubmit, ar>tl patiently acqiiiefcc^untler the grcateft indignities 
and injuries to A'our crown and people, or be infulted with me¬ 
naces and projecU in favour of c# popilh Pretender: 

Put ycnir loyal, laijjijrijl, and alFecln-natc fiibje^is, 

the Commons of Great L’rirain, fcnfible of the ineftimable 
blcilings they enjoy under your Majelty’s moll gracious and 
happy government, have too great a regard to the honour and 
digi.it of-your crown, and too much abhorrence and,.detcfta- 
tion of the abjtired l^retcnder, tu ffiffcr thefe vain threats and 
tenors to have any ill eifeft upon their miiids or delibera¬ 
tions. 

It is with indignation that Ave fee tliis injniious treatment, 
and thefe provoking iufults; and it is with an unlhaken fidelity 
and refoliiiioii that vve arc deiermiiu’d, with our lives and 
fortu.oes, to Itaiul by and fuppott yourMajelly againlt all your 


cneimes. 

v\'(j imifl, at tj^e fame time, with all gratititcie, acknowdedge 
your M.'jel!yh> WiMein and Vig'laricc, in i'‘r('rig'hi ning y.'Ui ft If 
with the alli.JiKC of pov^rs t.'i.iied in inlercll, and bell: :ible to 
witlUlapcl ilie inipi Piling daiigtr, ro.d to Inppr t the common 
C-iufe oi I'hire-..*.: we lee, wi'h the rrLateil (atisfatSlion, the 
I’asal power t.i (,r<ai Ihii.iln wg-peaving, in^dhtant regions, in 
its j>r*i)Hr lull.e, ft) ul'^i'nih/ and wiftly «’'}^,;<ipyed iix cany 
fail tv anil pjotc.iieu to voor ov\n fitbjeiSf':, 'i.rid to your allies; 
ciid to cu,!i and reilieiii tlie L-oallcc! projects of the dillurbers ot 
the e of I'.iiio; e; 

/\)-.d, as V.e c^iMuof hut leak upon tlie meafures and rcfolti- 
tioni our.i etied arid taken in oppolition to, and in defiance ot, 
the nioit foiemn iteatie.s, as tending to an immediate nipttirc, 
we hiiinbl) b«.feccdi your IMajefiy, thttf you will be plcafed forth¬ 
with to give the necefiary oiders lor putting this kingdom into 
a poll me ot defence ; and wealRirc your ^'laje^ty, that we will 
not only cheeriijlly ai.il cfFeflually raife the fupplies necclt'ary 
f*>r the p.eknt exigency of affairs, but will fupport your Ma- 
jefly IP. mailing good your engagements with your allies; in 
pr lervirtg the balance of power in Europe; in defending the 
prefent poiiefTions ot the crown of Great llritain; in fupporting 
,^the trade of this nation againrt all unjullifiable and pernicious 
^croachmentsand in defeating and confounding all attempts 
that lhall be made in favour of the Pretender, and for the de- 
i.^truction of our religiop, liberties, and properties: 

And that all w ho wdfh well to the peace and quiet of your 
Majelty’s government, may have the faiisfadion to fee, that 
our prefem necclTities (hall make no interruption in the progrefs 
of that dciirublc work of gradually difeharging the national 
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«kbt, we will confulcr ot the moll proper methods tor inime- 
iliatcly applying the produce |)f the li/iking# fund to the iifcs 
for which it was fo wifely c'jnlrivc*!, and to#w'hich it llands 
now appropriated ; and will repofc fiich a and contidcncc 
in your Majelly as the public uiility lhall fe/jiiire, and as your 
Majclly lhall find reafonable and ncceirary tor carrying on the 
great work in which your Majclly is engaged, for the intcrell 
and fccuriiy of your people, and the coininon caufe of Europe, 


His Afajejlfi Aiifwct y ‘Jamimy 20, 1727. 

Gentlemen, 

T RETURN you my thanks for this very dutiful and loyal 
addrefs. Thcjullfcnfe you have cxprcifed ol the prefent 
pollurc ot affairs in Kumpe, and the heany aluirances you have 
given me of your fupport, in defending my pollcilions, and the 
rights and pri\ilcgcs of 1.1 y pc/rjile, ^s they^urc evidences of* 
your known zeal and atfedlion to my perfon and government, 

I am perfuaded they will confirm il^j Ipirit and vigour of my 
allies ; and convince my enemies !iow vain and ill-grounded 
all their expeclations'are of being ab^p to fuccced in any at¬ 
tempts to* diilurb tl^* peace of Europe, and in offering injuries 
and'!'I'.lts to ;'.!.s jiation. 


Addrefs by both Ihufcs to his Alajtjly^ Afanh 14, 17 ^ 7 * 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

WTl-j your Majedy’s mod dutiful and faithful fubje£ls, the 
I.ords fpiritual amt temporal, and Commons of Great 
Britain, in Parliament affemblcd, think it oiir indifpcnfable 
duty to exprefs the highed refentment at the affront and indig¬ 
nity olfered to your mod facred Majclly, by the memorial de¬ 
livered by Monf. dc Palm, the Emperoi’s refident ; and at his 
infolciK'c in printing and difperling the fame throughout tlie 
kingdom. 

This .ludacious manner of appealing to the people agniiifl 
your Majefty, uneler the pretext of applying to you lor ledrefs . 
and reparation of fuppofed injuries; and turning a memorial} 
prefented to your Majcdy, into a feditious libel, is a proceed*^^ 
ing that creates in us the iitmofl abliorrqncc and detedation. 

The endeavouring to indil into tlie minds of any ot your 
faithful fubje^ls the lead diftrud, or diflidcnce, in your Ma- 
jefty’s mod facred royal word, or to make a dillindlion be¬ 
tween your Majedv and your people, is an attempt as vain as 
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picrumptiiniis; for, by your goodncfs, the iiitcrefl yPiir 
MajeiW aiul your people is but o^e; and as infeparable as tbcif 
duty, aifi;<lli(m,^nd confidence in your Majclly, arc niofl ju'lly 
and dcfcrvedly ui^lterablc ; and* if time has not effaced the 
memory of the gloM^us exploit^, and important fucconrs, con- 
fiflTcd to have been received from (neat Britain, gratitude, 
affcdlion, and eftcem for this nation, will be bed manifeflcd 
by doing honour to the King, uhom the people honour; and 
jullice to the people, whjife rights and privileges ihp bed of 
Kings is now dcleuding agaiiiil iht>ii* vafions and incroachments 
made upon them. 

We return your Majelly onr finccrcd thanks ff'r your care 
tnd vigilaiu.e in dilcovermg the fecret and pertiicioos deligns 
f)i' your and our enemicF; and fu-your goodntfs in commu- 
nicatistg to your railiament the daiigtis that tlueatcned this 
l£in:’'d{)m ; 

i. 

And we bfg leave to afFure your Maje-dy* tlvat no amiifc- 
Iv.v-’nts, by artird rr evafivc denials, lhall hud us Into a falfe 
fecurity ; or divert us from exerting oiirfehes in vinilicatioi: of 
your Majeiiy’s 111•uour, a'yd in de ti ir.ling end iupporting your 
Majcily againlt all your open and fcciet encniits, both at horns 
uml abroad: ", » 


And !f any, amotig yuur own fiibjcdls, h^ ve been fo wicked 
as to count! nance, {'ueourage, or abet t!u^“'»^.tuibcrSi of the. 
public tranqiiilliiv, in this exMav.ugi.v. inirdt upon your Ma- 
jeily ; or ilattcred them with Iu ias, that an oblhiiate perfe- 
verance in their dellriuHive nteafures could ilagge-r tJie {irmuefs 
ot the Britifh ration; we are r.-Fohed efrV.dually to defeat all 
fuch grouiullefs cxpceFations ; and to convince the world, that 
the intrigues of a lew canmit, in any Je-gree, abate or flacVen 
that vigour and lefidiitioii with whlc'i a trite love and concern 
for our country, a juff fenfe of its iiitereifs, and an unlhakcn 
loyalty to your Majelly, have infjtireci us. 


ir.s Afuj.Jiy s /fnfi’jLrj Ala) ih 17 , 1727 . 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

unanimous concurrence in this dutiful and alFe£iion“ 
ate addrefs gives me the grcatel't fatisfa£lion ; the jufl 
Concern you exprefs for my iKrnonr, and the dignity of the 
'•^rown, is very beco.mi^ig a Britilli Parliament ; and this frelh 
proof of your confidence* in me will cativ iyee the world, that 
afl attempts to divide ou.r hearts and mtereils will be vain and 
tjnciFe<duul. 


His 
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His AIdjcjly s mcj} ^racioKs Spccrbj Aluy 15, r/27. 

My Lords and Gentlemen,^ ^ 

T HAVE ordcicd my Lord Chancellor to declare to you, in 
my name and words, the rc^fons of mycoming this day to 
Parliament. 


And thereupon his Lordfhip received from his Maj(.l!y's hands, 
froirf the thionc, his IVIajelly’s fpeich to boili Houfes of Par¬ 
liament ; whicli he read J and is as followelh j ’dl%» 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 


T ACQUAINTED you, t 
the dangers which threa' 


at the opening of this fedion 
cried this kingdom, and the 


, with 

peace 


and liberties of iun-.pe: lam now to reMnn you my thanks 
for the zeal and di!'p.itch with which yon liavc proceeded u|ii'n 
the fcvcral points I then recomint nd ,1 to Vv>in- caie ; f(*r the 
confidence yon,havc ripofcd innn-; aiul toi^li'; aiVmances you 
have given me of yonr fnppori and aliiiianee in viinlicailon of 
my honour, and in the tuairilcnnuy and d*. tencc(»f the iin- 
douhted rights and prl\i!eg..s ol fins nation, li) openly and 
nolorionlly invade^ iind attacked. 

'I'lie ‘liege of (f iliralier jufues, bet’oc.d i:!l difpntc, the end 
and d-fign of I’.u engag'ments enieieci into by tlie Ivnipiroi, 
and the King oi» Spam ; but ihe pr.paratiw'iis 1 had made for 
the detence of ll at phice, and tlic hia vciy of my tioops, will, 
I clonbl not, corninc them'■'f the raJlnufs ami fidly of that 
uiuiertaUin!;; : howevc r, tlu iove of pi ace has liithei to pit vail¬ 
ed upon me, even under this higli provocation, U) l.ilpend, in 
fomc meafnre, my rerentmcut.s; and, it'ilead of having im* 
mediate reconrfe to ants, and demanding of my allies lliat 
afli/lunce which they are engagcil, and ready to give me, I have 
concurred with the inofr Clirilllan King, and the States(jencral, 
in making fuch overtures I'f accommodation, as mult convince 
all tile v.'oiid oi "lie njii’ghinefs of oiir intentions, and of onr 
fincerc difpo'.iiltin to peat c , and dctnoiiitrate to whole ambi¬ 
tion, antt tliirli of povvM, t; 0 calamities t)f a war aic to be 
imputctl, it tiicfe jnl* and i^'ufonaMc itropoliiions are rejected; 
in the mean time, I have the pKamre to acquaint you, that 
the crown of Sweden lias acceded to the treaty of Hanover j 
and that the ct^nventinn between me, his mod Chriftian Jvja- 
jeily, and the King of Denmark, i- acjuially figned. 


Gentlemen »f the Houfc of Cemmons, ^ 

The vigour and cl.eetrnlricrs you luve fhewn in raifing fo 
cfFcdually, and upon fuch eafv terms, the ucceffary fuppliesior 
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the fcrvicc of the current year, arc not only inftances of* yoit/* 
zt'al and afFcdlon to me, but clemonllratc the eilablilhcd credit, 
power, and llrij^ngth of tins kingdom. 

My Lords w^d Gentlemen, 

It woulrl have Uten a yreaf fatisfatflion to me, if, before 
your fcpaiatior., I had been aide to f[)eak to you more poh- 
tivcly, and s\iih giiattr certainty, upon the prefenl poliurc 
and llalc of athiirs: but as you have now difjialched the public 
bulinefs, and as the leafon. of the r- (juues your gOinj>; into 
your refpeclive cf);inlii; s, I cluifo i.ither to put ati end to this 
I'cllion, llijn to keep you any longer togcil’.cr unneeeirarily 
the piovifions you have made, and the pcrledl union ^tnd har¬ 
mony between me and my allies, will, 1 hope, enable me, by 
tlie Divine adillance, either to willilland and defeat the deligns 
of oiM'enemies, if their OMnluCt llionld bring upon ns the nc- 
ceflity of a war : or to iiupiore the ulefTings ot pe.iex-, if peace 
cat., with juiliee, honour, ai.d feciirity be obtained. 


yJ/e/V/y CiKORGE the c8, 1727. 

My Lords and GcnilcsmUcn, 

T AM pt-ifuaded, that yon all fltare with r?tt**in uiy gripf and 

afiliciion tor the death (d Jiiy late royal fa'fier : wliich, as it 
biings upon me the inuneiliate care aiul weight of the goverit- 
mint, add'* vcjy tniicli to my Cf)m:ern, !e(l I fhould not be as 
IncKtsful in my endeavour, as I am above all tilings dcfirons, 
to make yon a grc’at and. lu:pj)y people. 

I heartily wi!li,thai this iirit folemn declaration of my mind 
in Ikirliament could fm'llciemly exprvfs the fenti.nents of my 
bent, and give you a pel fed anil jiifl fen fc of my fixed rcfolu- 
tion, by all pollible means, to merit tlie love and attedion of my 
people, wIikIi I fliall always look upon as the belt fupport and 
fecurity of my crown. 

And, as the religion, liberty, property, and a due execution 
of the laws, aic ti c »n;dt valuable biclfing-s of a free people, 
and the peculiar privileg"s of this nation, it lhall be my con- 
flant caie to picf.rve the conuituiion of this kingdom, as it is 
now happily cltablifheil, in <'iuirdi and date, inviolable in all 
its parts, and to feoiire to all my fubjeds the full enjoyment of 
.their religioii.s and civil lights. 

I fee, with great pKafurc, the happy efieds of that vigour 
and refolution which was exerted, in the lafl: fclllon of Parlia- 
ireiit, tor the defence of the rights and poireffions of this na- 
tioQ, and for mainlainiiig the tranquillity and balance t>£ power 
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in Europe. Tlie ftri£l union and harmony, which has hitherto 
fnbfiftcd among the allies of the treaty of Hancjver, has chiefly 
contributed to the near profpA'l of a general [j^^ace. I have, 
therefore, given all my .tUiesVhe Ihongeit .iliur.inccs of pur- 
fuing the fame mcafures, and of making the engagements 
entcrevl into by the crown ot C 5 reat IWiiain. 

The chocrfnlnefs witli which the fiippru s ncctliary for car¬ 
rying on this great wJirk wore raifed, making it but jull that 
the })ub^ic cKpenfe fltonld be lelfencd, as foun as the circum- 
ftances of afl'airs will penfiit, 1 have already given ordeis for 
fending back fume of the regiments brought from Ireland, and 
will proceed to reduce my torcts, both by lea and land, as foon 
as it ean»bc done without prejudice to the common caufe, and 
conliilent with the intereii of my kingdom. 

Gentlemen of tlic ILnifc of Commons, 

You know very well, tliat the grant of the greateft part of 
the civil lill revenues is now d; termined, and lliat it is iiicef- 
fary for you to i/iake a new provllion'for theTupport of me and 
iny iainily. I am. coniideiti it is neetllefs for me in any |)ar- 
ticnlar manner to recompiend to ytnir care the cunlidtration 
of what lo ne.iily a.pd perfonally concerns me; and I am per- 
fuaded, that the ef^jcriencc of paft tiiftcs, and a due regard lo 
the honour and ’ gnity of the crown, will prevail upon you 
to give me this lir.l piool ot your '/cal and aih eliiin in a man* 
iicr anfwerable to the nccellllies oi my government. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I recommend it to you to give all poilible clifpatch to fuch 
bufincfs as ihall iiceeilarily be brought before you ; the feafoa 
of the year, and the circuim'tanceb of time, requiiing your 
prefe'nce in the country, and making it improper to carry this 
fclliou into any great length. 


Addrcfi to his Mujtjiy by the Houfe of Commons^ 'June 29, 1727. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fnbje£ls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfemblcd, 
from a grateful fenfe and remembrance of the many blelFin^ 
we enjoyed under the government of our late moft gracious 
Sovereign, beg leave, in the moft dutiful maimer, to condole 
W'ith your Majefty upon the death of your late royal fathei*; 
a lofs to this nation which your Majeily alone could pofiibl/ 
repair. 


Your 
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Your immediate fiicceHion baniOied all our grief; and the 
tininterrupled continuance of the bleilings \vc had long en¬ 
joyed, obliges duty anttfgratitude, to acknowledge tho 

juit fenfe we have of our prcfeiCt and future happinefs, and ‘o 
befeech your to accept tire fuiccre congratuiaiions of 

your faithful Commons, iipDn'yonr Majelly’s happy accelhoii 
to the’ throne of your royal anccilors. 

Your Majclfv't, nmll gracious fpceclr from the throne requires 
a more than (udiiiarv ictiirn ol duty and thankfulnefs^for that 
tinder and patuii.il ca.c, v, I.icit );>iT lave been plcafcAl to ex- 
prefs of our reli;d(;i)i iaw';, and liberties, and for lliole ample 
alfurances vour Majcliy l.us given us, inviolably to prtferve* the 
cniillitulion nt thefe kim^doms, as it is now hajiplly elJablilhed, 
in chinch and ftaiv, and to fct'ure to all your fubjcvTls the full 
enjoyment ol their leligious and civil rights; and, as thefe 
biellings arc tiic moH valuable and dear to a free people, and 
the peculiar privileg'-s of this nation, wc cannot ciiough ad¬ 
mire vour Majef^’’’s gooduefn, and exprefs onr fati^iaclion, in 
this folenin d( claiation of jenr Majefly’s refolution to make 
the good of yvuir pioplc your chief and conllant rare. 

We coiigiatiilaie your Majcfty upon the preliminary articles 
being ligned ; and we fee, with great pk 'fure, the beginning 
of your Mujcily's rcign'^aUenJed with t!.'’<? \appy prefagos of a 
general peace. I’lic early aliiiranccs givenyour ^’l:;ie(lyro 
yonr allies, of piiffuing the lame ineafuics'vs yonr la’c rnjal 
father had taken, and of mtiking good the fevera! engagements 
tillered into by the ciown of (ire.U l.‘iit.tin, .Itey ikengilien 
and cement that I'nfl nmon and harmonv which has hitlicito 

j 

fiibfdled among li.e allies of the treaty of Hanover, they con- 
fiim to us the hopes and near profpedb of a gcueral tranquillity 
upon terms houc.iirable, fafe, and adv.iniageons to your Majei'ty, 
ji’/l all yonr allies, 

'I'lie regard and concern which we had, and always fhall 
have, toi the di i nee ol the rights and polfeflions of this na¬ 
tion, for vindicating the hontuir of cur Sovereign, and for 
rniiintuf III ng tlie due balance of power in Europe, engaged rs, 
witli clieerliilnefs, fluiii'rr the hdil feilioii' of Parliament, to 
grant the fupplies ueceliaiy tor the earrving on this great v/oik ; 
and no greater cnconragevneiu can poJiibiy be given to us, than 
to fee your Majcfty fo early bcg’unii.g to lefl'en the public ex- 
penfes, and reiolving tv) r.dtice vour forces, both by fca and 
land, as fnon as it can be done without prejudice to the com¬ 
mon caufc, and coufillent with the interefl and fafety of this 
ilUtion. 

Thefe many and great Infiances of your Majcfly’s goodnefs, 
and concern for the happinefs and welfare of your people, call 

upon 
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upon uj: tor tlu; highcrt returns of iluiy,*zcul, and alFev^ion to 
your Majedy’s porfon and govcriupcnt; and, as we are fully 
convinced, that our ^ own liuArell and prcferva|ion arelhfepa- 
rablc from your Majefty’s, weibcg leave to allure your Ma- 
jclly, that we will, with our livc«j and t'oryuies, iiMiniain and 
iiipport your MajeAy’s undouhlJd liglu ami tide to the impelial 
crown of this rialm, anil all other your Nlajelly’s dominions, 
agaiuii: all attempts Avluttfoctcr. 

And when we relh el on your Majelly’s royal viitucs, wlncli 
promile us all the hlelliii^s,licit <Mn Ilow Iri'in a mind truly 
groat ; when we coididei the tliliinguillKd e'.iar.uAer of the 
<,Aieen, your royal conlort, ami the additional h ipjtir.els that 
tlclccnds 4 o vour people Irom her many princely qualities ; 
and remember your numerous and hoi)elul nine, ttie lading 
pli flge ami fecuiily of onr h.ij)py ellablilhnu iil ; tliat your 
Majedy’s crown may lit with eale and glory on yonr head, wc 
thiiiiv ouri'clves indirpenfably obliged to all'iire yonr Majelly, 
that Ave will provide Inch a levcnue ioi ihe^ocealions of yonr 
Majclly’s civil govcrmnenl, as may be fulHcient to fupport the 
honour and dignity oi the c*rovvn in its proper and full ludre. 


f-fis A oj-jiy s jlnf-juit y J^ly l, 1727. 


Gem lemon, 

T RETURN you my hearty Aianks for this (hitifu] and loyal 
addrefs. 'I'hc refolntions of the Commons of Great Uiilaim 
arc every where fo iiigl.ly legardeil, that I cannot but receive, 
with the greated; fatisfadlic'ii, this unanimous declaration of 
your fidelity, zeal, and afFcdlioii ; arid I will endeavour, by 3 
Aeady care and concern fgr the interell and weltaic of my peo¬ 
ple, to anfwer the expectations you have conceived of uiy go¬ 
vernment. 


Alcfjagc fromh'is A^ajejiy to the Hoiift of Commons^ Julybf I727- 
George Rex. 

TLTlS Majedy, conficlering that the provifion made for the 
Queen, his confort, in cafe die dioiild furvivebis Majedy, 
is t'eiy infullloicnt to fupport her royal dignity, and that his 
Majeliy is redrained, by the laws now in beingj from incrcalitj.g 
the fame, thinks it necelfary to recomipend the making a fur¬ 
ther provifion for |h<s Q^ieen to your conlidcraiion, 

• Su. Orig. «'your,” Journal- 
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ATefTa^from his A^ajcjiy to the Ho^e of Commons^ July 8> 1727* 
George Rex. • 

'T^HE South Sc^Company living ailcIrcfTed his Majerty in 
a dutiful manner, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to 
condefeend to be governor%)f tlic faid Company, and his Ma- 
jefty having been gracioully pieafed to accept the fame ; his 
Majefly recommends it to this Houfe, to confider ofr proper 
methods to render the fame ciFedluiil. 


His Mtijcfi/s mojl gracious Speechj July 17, 1727. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T CANNOT but exprefs the greateft fatisfa<Slion in the con* 
•*’ vincing proofs you have given me, in this fcllion, of your 
duty and affedlion^o my perfon, and zeal for my government. 

Gentlemen of the Hottfe of Commons, 

I mull particularly thank you for your unanimity and dif. 
patch in granting me th^ revenues ncce(ra 'J »for the fupport of 
my family, and the occalions of my civil g^ernment; which 
you have done in a manner fo very agreeable, and with inch a 
due regard to the honour and dignity of the crown, that, if any 
thing could add to my own inclinations of making the happi* 
nefs of my fubjecls my principal care and ftudy, this inftance 
of your particular confidence in me would engage me more 
(truugly to make ufc of the power you have given me of doing 
good, in promoting the honour and intereft of my people. 

The ample provilion you have matft for the Q^ieen, is ano¬ 
ther inllance of your regard for me; which, 1 am confident, 
ibe will very well deferve, and 1 fhall always acknowledge. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It is a great happinefs to me to fee the nation in fo prof- 
perous and flourifliing a condition, at the higheft pitch of glory 
and reputation, of great weight in holding tlie balance of Eu¬ 
rope, defending thtmfclves in their juft privileges and pollef- 
lions, and vindicating the honour of the crown of Great Britain. 

home, I find among my proteftant fubjedls fuch mutual 
charity and forbearance,clitfufed throughout the kingdom, that 
the national church repines not at the indulgence given to 
fcfupulous confciences; and thofe that receive the benefits of 
the toleration, envy not the cftabliftied church the rights and 
privileges which they by law enjoy. 


FroiA 
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From thefe happy caufes, and favourable conje£lures, has 
flowed that general tranquillitj^ that rife of public credit, and 
that improverfient of trade an^ commerce whiefc have greatly 
increafed our wealth and power, and given^is that refpedl and 
influence abroad which has fo^much advaheed the glory and 
happinefs of this nation. 

But all thefe bleflings, great and valuable as they are, had 
not been fecured and tranfmitted to us, without your having 
carefully avoided all occafions of (Irifc and divifion, without « 
Arid; regard to public faitfi,*a conilant care and attention to* 
wards difeharging the national debt, and without that Angular 
fleadinefs and refolution which this Parliament has fliewed 
upon all firoper and nccelfary occafions. 

1 can therefore make no doubt, but that your behaviour, and 
the temper you have Ihcwn, will fufficiently recommend this 
Parliament to the efteem and good opinion of their country ; 
who, from the fame conduct, and by purfuing the fame tnea> 
lures, may promife themfelves all future proUperity. 

The expiration of this Parliament now drawing near, 1 
will give orders for ifluing ific writs^ for calling and ele^ing s 
new Parliament, as foon as it can conveniently be done \ and i 
am perfuaded, that, general contei[^ and emulation in ex- 
preflions of duty ai*Jl affedlion to me, which, to my great fatis* 
faction, I have iiniverfally met with, will be further demon- 
itrated by the choice of a Parlia«nent, zcaloufly afleded to our 
prefent happy cflablifhment in the proteflant fuccellion ; and^ 
in return, nothing lhall he wanting on my part, that can con¬ 
tribute towards improving a good correfpondence and harn)ony 
between me and my people, and that can tend to perfe£^, ani| 
perpetuate the happinefs of Great Britain. 


Speech by the Lord Chancellor, January 23, 1728. 

My Lords and Gentlmen, 

T AM commanded by his Majefty to let you know, that br 
will defer declaring the caufes of his calling this Parlia?* 
ment, till the Houfe of Commons have firft of all a Speaker ; 
and that therefore it is his Majeily's pleafure, that you, Gen-y 
tlemen of the Houfe of Commons, repair to the place where 
you are to fit, and there proceed to the choice of a proper pen^ 
fon to be your Speaker; and that you, prefent fuch perfon, 
whom you lhall fo chufe, here on Saturday next, at one o’clocka 
for his Majefty's royal approbation, 
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Speech hy A<fr, €)nJlow^ Speah^ of the Houfe of Commons, 
January 1728. 


May it plcafc y 5 i^r mofl excellent Majefty, 

Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament affembled, 
having received your Majefty’s commands to make choice 
of one ot their members, to be prefented to your Majefty, for 
their Speaker, liave, in purfuance ^thereof, and according to 
their arn ici.t riglit, proceeded to'an ele6lion, and their choice, 
Sir, is fallen on me for that important trull ; but how proper 
z choice, is r cw \viti> your Majelly to judge ; and happy. Sir, 
is it for ycnir Commons, that your Majeliy’s difapfprobation 
will give them an opportunity to re-conlidcr what they have 
done, and 10 make another election, more worthy of them, 
and of your Mair ily’s a^iproval. And, that your Majclly will 
be gracioully plejfed to (hew this indulgence to your faithful 
Commons, am I, Sir, pn humble fuiior to, you, for their 
fakes, and my own ; that their debates, tliC order, the decoium, 
and the dignity of their ajTembly, and thereby the great affairs 
of tlic kingdom may not fuffer through my inabiliiies, nor I 
link under the vvt ight <^f fo unequal a l^f;5'ien, but be left to 
perform my duty to your Majefty, and the public, ‘in a way 
more fuited to niy capacity. But what, Sir, above all, renders 
me moft improper for this high llalion, and creates the greateft 
dread on my mind, is, my unhtnefs to approach your facred 
perfon, and to reprefent yotir Commons, as they ought ever to 
appear before the Majefty of their Sovereign. 

It is, Sir, for thefe rcafons, that I once more crave leave to 
implore your Majefty’s goodnefs, to command your Commons 
to do, what they can very eafily pc.form, to make choice of 
another perfon more proper for them to prefent to your Ma¬ 
jefty on this great occaiion. 


the Lord Chancellor, receiving dire£lions from his 
Majefty, faid: 

Mr. Onflow, 

T AM commanded by his Majefty to acquaint you, that, he 
well approves of the decent and modeft manner of excuflng 
yourfelf, but doth not admit the cxcufc : for, being perfectly 
fatvsfled with the chofee the Houfe of Commons have made, 
Majefty doth allow and confirm you to fie their Speaker^ 


Then 
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Then Mr. Speaker faid: ^ 

■VrOUR Majefty having beeli pleafed to approve the choice 
your Commons have made, is a command upon me* and 
makes it my duty to fiibmit. •! do lher<^fore, Sir, with all 
thankfulners, acknowledge your Majefty’s grace in conferring 
this undeferved honour upon me, and do here beg leave to 
afTure your Majelly of my befl endeavours to difeharge, if I 
cannot x'Pith ability, yet with impartiality, and uprightnefs of 
heart, this great truft which the Commons have committed to 
me, and which has now received your royal confirmation. 
And, for piy encouragement, permit me, great Sir, to befeech 
your Majclly’s pardon on my failings and infirmities, at leaft, 
that your'Majcrty will not impute them in any wife to your 
faithful Commons. And, that they may be the better enabled 
lo do their duty to your Majctty, and th'eir country, I do, in 
their name, and on their behalf, by humble petition to your. 
Majcfty, lay claim to all their ancient righl^ and privileges ; 
particularly that their perfons, their fcrvanis, and their eflutes, 
may be free from arrelts, and all nutleltaiioiis j that they may 
enjoy freedom of fpegeb, for the better management of their 
debates ; ^nd have rty of accefs to your royal perfon, when 
occafion (hall require it ; and that all their proceedings may 
receive from your Majclly the moft favourable conllrudtion. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefly’s further coin* 

mands, faid: 

Mr. Speaker, 

TJTIS Majefly is gracioufly pleafed to grant to the Houfc of 
Commons all the privileges you have alked in their name, 
in the moft full, ample, and beneficial manner they have 
been at any time granted or allowed by any of his royal pre- 
deceffors ; and, as to yourfelf, his Majcfty is fo entirely fatis- 
(ied of your dutiful afteflion to his feivice, that he will, on all 
occafions, make the beft and moft favourable.conftriiftion of 
all your w^ords and adions in the execution and performance 
of this great truft, as Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. 


His Majejiys mo/igracious Speecht January 1728. 

My Lords and Gpntlemen, 

TT is a great fatisfadlion to me, that at the meeting the firif 
Parliament, fummoned and convened by my authority, 1 
able to give you hopes of feeing the public peace and tran¬ 
quillity 
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quilllty very foon reflorcd, I very much vvifiicd, that the firft 
period of niy ijigfi might have been diilinguiihed by putting an 
immediate end* to the troubles |ud diforders of Europe, by a 
reduftion of fome pari of my forces, a diminution of taxes, and 
all the happy confci|ucnccs of an honourable and lalting peace, 
to which iny endeavours have in no manner been wanting, as 
far as was conlillent with maintaining the polfeirions, rights, 
and privileges of my kingdom, and I promife myfelf, not with¬ 
out great probability of fuccefs. ^ 

I am very fenfiblc of tlie difagrdcable and uneafy fituation in 
which our affairs have been for fome lime ; and have been ex¬ 
tremely concerned to fee many of the inconveniencics of a war 
' attending us, without any opportunity of refenting the injuries 
we fufiained, or gaining any of thofe advantages in return, 
■jvhich the vigorous profecution of fo jull a caufe, and the fuc¬ 
cefs of our arms, might probably have fecuicd to us. 

But you are fufTiciently appiifed, that preliminary articles for 
a general pacification wetje fbmc time ago fignod, and acce pted 
by the contr.a« 5 ling parties on both (ides; and although ihe rati- 
jBcatitm of them had btep exchanged by me, and my allies, 
with his Impelial Majelly, the goodeffciSls cxpeiSlcd from them 
were retarded, by the iT,tural, on the par.^^-'f Spain, to execute 
fome of the mofl: maletial points contained in them’, and by 
endeavours to alter and explain fome articles, in fuch a manner 
.^s immediately afi’cdlcd the pod'etiions, and the jufl rights of 
iny kingdom : I therefore, jointly with my allies, declined 
exchanging the ratiScations ot the preliminaries with the court 
of Spain, and lejcdlcd all fuch propofitions as were detrimental 
and injurious to my honour, and the intcicfi of my people. 

By thefe means, the negotiations were unavoidably carried 
into a tedious length, w liich I enviured with the greater pa¬ 
tience, from an carneft defirc to procure to my fubjedts a fafe 
and honourable peace, and to fee tlic tranquillity of Europe 
preferved and fettled upon a folid and lading foundation; 
during which time I received from the Mod Cliridian King 
and the States General, the greated proofs of their finccrity, 
and a renewal of the flrongtd ad’uranccs imaginable, that they 
would effedlually make good all their engagements in fupport 
of the common caufe, and of our mutual intcreds; and 1 am 
very glad that I can acquaint you, that our joint endeavours 
have had fo good an effedt, that by the lad advices from abroad, 
1 have great reafon V> hope that the difficulties which have 
hitherto retarded the execution of the preliminaries, and the 
<{]pening of the congrefs, will foon be entirely removed. 

However, it will in the mean time be abfolutely necelTary to 
(continue;, our pjlie^ have already refolved to do, the prepa-* 

ratiouJi 
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rations which hare hitherto been our l^urity, and prevcnte4 
an open rupture in Europe, that we may not at once lofe ali 
the advantages which our fornler expenfes afd t'igour have To 
nearly procured, by noi being'in a co.idition, if that ueccllity 
ihould unexpciEfedly be brought upon us, to vindicate our 
honour, and alTcrt our rights ; and you may depend upon it, 
that my firft care lhall be to redm e, from lime to time, the 
expence of the public, as often and us foun as the intercll and 
fafety of.my people will permit it. 

The prcluninary articles* •and fnch other treaties and con¬ 
ventions, as have not yet been communicated to Parliament, 
and wiiich .nay, without man.kit prejudice, be expofed to 
public vi(?<', fliall be laid before you. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I have 'tivf M orders to the proper officers to prepare and lay 
before Vi I eitimates of the expenfes for the fervice of the 
cun I’.’ year; agd yoti may be allured, that Wie fupplies which 
I hcil myfcli cbligecl to flc-ntajul of you, lliall, as certniply.as 
they d(» exi ced my wifhes and inclinaiions, be employed folcly 
for the intcrelt ar’cl feeiiiiiy of the naftoii ; and I iiKikc no doubt 
but that if any inethr^ can be found out for raifinirihe neceflary 
fupplies,’lefs grievous to my peop’v u , a io'liC;*. tnai will 
have the preference in al! \"! • j< ! :■( j ni.'i,-.. 

I think myfelf obilc'■ - 4 n ’ '! to you a confulcratiou 

of the greatelf impon .r.ct, .. l i i ihould look upon it as a great 
happinefs, if at tl " nepioning of my reign* I could fee the • 
foundation laid of io great and neceifary a work, as the incrcafc 
and encouragement of our feamen in general, that they may be 
invited, rather than compelled by fi>rcc and violence, to entet 
into the fervice ot their cOjintry, as often as occafion fhall rci* 
quire it: a coniideration worthy of ilu 1 eprefentatives of a 
people great and ilourilhing in trade and navigation. 

This leads me to mention to you the cafe of Greenwich 
Hofpital, that care may be taken, by feme addition to that 
fund, to render comfortable and cffedual that charitable provi* 
fion for the fupport and maintenance of our feamen, worn out 
and become dccrcpid by age and infirmities in the fervice of 
their country. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

As I have great hopes that a general pacification will be now 
obtained, by a fpeedy execution of the preliminaries, 1 am fatia* 
fied that nothing wtll more effcdlually contribute to, and fecurc 
this defirable end, than fuch an unanimity, zeal, and difpatch 
•f the public bufinefs, in this Parliament, as may convince the 
VoL. I. Pp world,. 
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world, that none among you are capable, out of any views or 
coiifideiation' wlatfoi-ver, to wifli the di<lrtTs of their country, 
or to^»;ive anoeVahon, fo'm the^)rr)fpc6l of difficulties that nnay 
arife, and be fomented here at home, to interrupt or difappoint 
our prefent promiftng exp' dauons. I'his it is in your power 
to defeat ; and this ! depend upon, from your known Zealand 
aft'ed'tion to niy per Ton and government, and your hearty concern 
for the interclt and welfare of my people. 


Addrefs lohhMaj-Jly by the Houfe of Commons, Feb. I, 1728. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, « 

T^E, your Majcfly’s nioff diuiful and loyal fubjcdls, the 
Commons of (ircal Britain, in Parliament afl'embled, 
beg leave to return our humblelt thanks for your Majefty’s mofl 
gracious fpeech from the throne; and to acknowledge, in the 
moil dutiful andv.gralelul manner, the tender, and aifc6tionate 
concc/n yt)ur Majcily Iras been pleafed to exprefs, for the many 
iiieonveniencies that have arifen from the fate difagrccuble and 
tinfettled Hate of the affairs of Europe. 

Wc are fenltblc of the unwearied a^l uninterrupted card 
vilh wliich your Majeffy, ever fince we have enjoyed the blef** 
fiugs of your reign, has laboured to pul an end to the difputes, 
and rellore the iranqiiilliiy of Europe ; the delire you haifc had 
to free your people from all the burdens occaituned by impend¬ 
ing war, and to procure to them all the happy confeqiienccs of 
a fafe, honourable, and cflabliilicd peace ; and we think it as 
impollihlc that any ditheuities fhould arife, to prevent us feeling 
the good tlFeds to be expected from your prudence, as it is for 
any event to make us forget the masiks we have already received 
of your aHedion. 

The firmnefs your Majefty has fhewn, in abfolutcly refufing 
to admit of any explanations of the preliminaries, derogatory to 
the honour, or prejudicial to the intereitof tliis nation, wc feel 
more fentibiy, as we think ’tis equally for your Majefty’s glory 
and our happine'fs, to have it appear to the whole world, that 
the care of your people is a confideration fo much fuperior to 
every other, in fixing your Majefty’s refolutions, that not even 
one fo important as the peace of all Europe, could induce you 
to fubmit to the demands of others, or recede from your own 
in any point, where c^ur polfelfions were invaded, our intereft 
ftruck at, or our privileges difputed. 

^ And fince this ftand, which your Majefty, injufticetoyour- 
felf, and regard to your people, thought fit to make, has not 
broke off the accommodation, but only retarded it for our ad-* 

3 vantage. 
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Vantage, we beg leave to congratulate your Majefly upon the 
near profp'.'^' ot that fuccd's iu youi negotiatioi)s, which can¬ 
not iiio:c eiiedtially tultil ou\ willies, as the earneft of our 
pwtfpeii y, than it anl'wcrs our expedfations in dcmonllruting 
y( Ml w.fviom. • 

( hi cafe your Majclly’s expectations of feeing the public 
pt i -i 'I d irai cjiii li y foon relloied, Ihould Itill be difappuinted, 
th •' y't I 1 o-Mple may no longer continue in that uncertainty in 
will, .'c .jolicy ol others jnay endeavour to keep us, and that 
we (• >y '5t in a condition to do ourfelves jullice, IhouIcJ that 
nec iiity unexjiecledly be brought upon us, \vc are determined, 
out of rcifurd to our ovi n intcreff, as well as that we lhall ever 
pay to y. i.r Majelly’s honour, molt efFcdtiuIly to enable you to 
do youff.*lf right, and to alfert and to maintain all the polTef- 
fions, advaiitages, and privileges of your people. 

Whatever fupplies, therefore, may be wanted for the fervico 
of the current year, your Commons will, with the iitmofl 
checrfulnefs and imanimiti, grant; being aflured no aid will 
ever be dcmaiidea by your Mi'-jefty ot your fubjedts, but what 
you (ha!! judge abfoliitely neccllary /or tlieir own interefl: and 
fecurity : and as we^re determined, in whatever fupplies we 
raife, to have regar*. to fuc.h incthods*as fliall be lealt grievous 
to your people, lo we have the greatcfl fatisladtif n in thinking 
\vc may entirely depend on your Majeffy’s juflicc and wifdom, 
that whatever we do grant, tvifl be conftaatly applied in the 
manner that will be moil beneficial to them ; neitlicr had we 
the lead doubt, before \jc received your Majefty’s moft gracious 
promife, but that your Majtfty, from your paternal goodnefs tp 
your people, would, from time to time, take every opportu¬ 
nity to make all fuch rcdudlions of the public expenfes as (hall 
be for our prefent eafi^ without endangering our future 
fafety. 

The afTurances your Majefty hath given us of the fincerity 
and flcadincfs with which, you arc fatisfied, all our allies are 
determined, in all events, to adhere to their engagements, aitd 
cfpoufe the common caufe, gave us the greateft fatisfa^ion ; 
and let the future dangers and difficulties that may yet arife, 
impoffiblc to be forefeen, be ever fo formidable, or ever fo nu¬ 
merous, we do not imagine that there can be any which your 
Majefly's prudence, caution, abilities, and experience, joined 
to the alfiftance of your Parliament, the firmnefs of your allies, 
and the bravery of your people, will noweafily difpel. 

It is the indifpenfable duty of thofe who have a juft fenfepf 
the great importance of the trade and navigation of this king¬ 
dom, to provide proper encouragements for our Teamen ; and 
common juflice requires that we fliould take a compaffionatt 
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care of thofe, who, by misfortunes in their brave artl faithful 
fcrvkesi to C(*intry, arc bcaimc equally incapable of con¬ 
tinuing thole fcrvices, or providing for themfclves: we beg 
leave, therefore, to allure your Majelly, that we will take this 
matter into our conlideration, «ncl on this, as well as cveiy 
other occaflori, pay the deferenre an.l regard due to your Ma- 
jclly’s mod gracious veconuuendation. 

If there arc any fo ill informed of the deady alFeclions of your 
Commons, as vainly to place their.hopts on any dil^utcs or 
differences that might arifc aniorrgd us, we arc tietermined, 
by a hearty, zealous, and general concurrence in all our delibe¬ 
rations tor your Majedy’s intered and the public ^welfare, 
cfFeQually to difappoint fiich ill-grounded cxpcdlutions ; and we 
arc fatislied, \vc cannot give better evidence of our hfv’c to our 
country, tliaii by conllant demnndrations of our duty to the 
bed of Kings: and, as your Mairdy's endeavours have been, 
and, we are perfuaded, ever will be, to pref(jri.e us a free, and 
cdablilh us a hapjly jicople ; lb ^\c Ihotild tliiifk ourfelves un- 
deferving all the benchrs and bkd'ngs of your reign, were it 
pollible we could ever be rv/aniing in the kail point, on our 
part, to nuke it as great, happy, and glo*-ious, as that of any 
of your royal predccclibr . 


His Mojefly s Anjwery hlnuaiy'^y 1728. 

Gentlemen, 

J GIVK you my thanks for this very h'yal and affeilionate 
addrcls. Such returns of duty and gralilude from my faith¬ 
ful Commons would add, if any thing pofiibly could, to my 
refolutions of promoting and confuting, upon all occafions, 
the wcllarc and profperity of my people. The entire confi¬ 
dence you place in me, will engage me mod llridly to make 
ufc of the power and trull you lhall repofe in me, for your in- 
tcrcll, and to your fatislailion ; and you fhall always find my 
Tcadinefs to ealc^and reduce the expenfe of the public anfwcr- 
able to your cxpcdlations. 


Reprejenlation to Hs MajeJiyy by the Houfe of Crmmonsy 

April 8, 1728. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, , 

^OtJR Majedy’s mod dutiful and faithful fubje£ls, the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, in Parliament aUcmbled, having, 
in duty to your Majedy, for the lake of truth, and for the 

better 
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better information and fatii-uclion of all )f!nrgnod pcojjle, taken 
into their confidcration the ilarc ot the li.iMona! deljt.in regard to 
what debts have b< en diCch.iry^l -ud inol of. foKc the clhi- 
blilhment ot the linki-.g loud I'di ' at purpol’e, and what itevv 
debts ha\e, uitinn the laid lirn*-, bi.'ii eonlracted and tnccried, 
begleaxe, w ith all dni\ an ! !';lh^u;^on, to lay the fame before 
your Maji itv iu tin- our Moit »aiml>le reprelent.uiotj. 

The national debt ol this kingdom, contradlcd in carrying 
on two lojig and expentive wars, before ilie Iia;>|)'' accillion of 
your Majetty’s late royal t.ftker to thi crown ot iliel'c realms, 
as it was a matte/ ol the lad conlupunct to tiie nation, was 
become t!;c care and coin.ern of all wdio wiilied well to our pre- 
fent and iiulure proliieiiiy. I'liis produced fevcral confidera- 
tions in Pailiamtnr, to hud out and fetile r»»m'* means of put¬ 
ting 'Ids great debt into a .ned.vid ot beina. grad.iallv leduced and 
dtmi.iiilied ; aiui the fuiking tmul was at la!i happily eltablilh- 
cd, »o general I'ati'ladliou. 'I'his fund became immediately 
the (uujuri.e article in all parliamentary con liberations relating 
to th'. ptiblic revenues, and was conlidt rcd as a national inlc- 
reli, worthy of thi highelt Regard and attention ; which was 
by all polliole means, to be clicrilhotl and improved, and the 
prodiijc of it f t apait^ and kt pt di .inft from all other fervices 
and purpose', ai -t w is appropriated htf Parliament to payoff 
an 1 difeharge iiat.onal dt'bts incurred before the 25ih day of 
Decei'-oei', 1716. ^ 

T'f ■ ce roL t’ at di Uncliftn in tlu' pifbiie reven.ucs wliich has 
cvci i'.'.ce been lb I t Comtinued and kepi up, that ilie nation 
has i. .-ned to have t -o iiffer iit inter lfs; one m the province 
C'f the ‘inking lu; d for the difeharge or the national <lebt ; 
anotlies iti 'ne anin ai b pp ies gr inted to the crown, for carry¬ 
ing on ’£ie current fervice (b‘ die year. 

But ibveral conirovcrUes having of late years been ftarted, 
conce/niug what real benefit had accrued to the nation, from 
the prnducv; and application of the linking fund, if conlidcrcd 
and compared vtirli new debts, fuppofed to have been incurred 
within the fame '[me ; the Common.s of Cheat Britain, truly 
fenfible of the weight of this national debt, a burden of ilfclf 
fulficient to create lomc uncafinefs in the minds ot the people, 
without the help of any aggravations or mifieprcfcntalions, 
thought it a duty inctimbent upon them, fo far to enter into ilie 
conlideration of this important affair, as to examine and oate 
how much of the national debt, incur vtd before the 2*th of 
December, 1716, had been actually pafd off, or difeharged, 
and what new debts had been really contracted and incurred 
in fupport of the public, and in carrying on the current fervice 
of the fcveral years fincc that time. 

P p 3 It 
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It is well known what content and cheerfiilnefs your 
Majedy’s fubjefts have all along paid and contributed towards 
the annual iiitetclHof this national debt, contrailed and incurred 
in fccuring to them the ineftiminile blcllings of' your Majefty’s 
mod aufpicious reign, and the protcilani fuccellion in your il- 
lultrious family, and in defenedof their religion, liberties, and 
properties, wt ich, they always thought, couhi nc'l be purchafed 
and prefvrved at too dear a rate ; and from the lime they had 
the comfort of havirui, a finking fund fettled and citablifhid, that 
gave them the profpecland hopes of feeing thi' great debt gradually 
reduced and difcharged, it was a faiistaclion that rendered the 
burden eafy and light ^ and your people feeined even to forget 
the great expenfe they had been at, happy in the free and full 
enjoyment of all tiiat was dear and valuabh »o tlu-m, the fruit 
and return of fo much treafure, ueceirarily and ufcfuUy em¬ 
ployed. 

Notwiihftanding this flourifiiing fiate of the public credit, 
and the good cfFtfts of this happy fitoation, there were not 
wanting thofe who attempted to difhirb ihc quiet and fati'^fac¬ 
tion that almofl univcrfally prt vailed in the minds of yinir pco- 
ple, by pubiifhing and pi'omoting with the greatell indiiltry, 
mod notorious mifreprefentations of the t.ue date of our debts, 
and of the provifions mVide for the difeharge of them-; and by 
iniuiing grouudlefs jcaloufies and infinuations, as if the produce 
of the finking fund had been but liitle and inconfidcrablc, or 
that, by wrong and imprudent mcafures, bad oeconomy, neg- 
lc£f, or mifmanagement, unnecelfary expenfes had been made, 
and new debts contratJ^ed, that not only equalled, but exceeded 
l)y fevcral millions the amount of the old debts that iiad .been 
difcharged. 

T'hc artful infinuations and mifr/'prefentations ferved to a 
double purpofc, to make our fellow fiibj *61:5 reitlefs and uneafy 
under their piclcnt difficulties, by perfuading rhetn they were 
cndlefs and inextricable ; and at the fame time fo apprehenfive 
of new engagements, that they might be pn pared rather to 
luffer all forts of infults and injuric>, than, by endeavouring to 
do themftlves jufiicc, to enter into new expenfes, every where 
reprefented as deliriu‘live and intolerable. 

This prevailing mifehief called for an immediate remedy, 
and made it lucelfary to enter into a ftridl difpiifition of the 
truth and certainty of thefe affairs, that your Majefly 
might be truly informed, and your faithful and well-affedl:- 
ed ftibjedls have the* fatisfadion to fee, how grofsly the 
Vforld .had been impofed upon by thefe ‘groundlefs mifre¬ 
prefentations ; and that your enemies might be convinced 
that the wealth and power of Great Britain is not fo exhaufted, 
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as to render this nntioni under joiir happy govern* 

ment, K is rorfidirabie and lurmidablc than in the miie ol'any 
of your royal pr dtccirors. ft 

\Vc obf.TVtd that what gave any foundation for tlie belief of 
thefe iKitorioiis iaifehuods, was the liberty which fonic iiiilin- 
formed or ill-dcligning perfons had taken from the ftveral .dte- 
rations which had been tnad». of late years in the lhape or deno¬ 
mination of our public debis, to make und pubhlh imaginary 
flatcs of the whole of thofc debts, by putting hditioiis values 
upon them, at their own will and pic. fuxe, and ironi thence 
makin ,; balances that miglu ferve their puipofc, btit were not 
really -rue. 

!.i.' tilt! difTiv'tiliies of making up this account in that manner 
wi'.Ii any certam'y, made us canliiily av.i'd g'>'Ug nao a method 
which might be atiei wards lial)le tocavd and ilifpntes, accord¬ 
ing to the humour, caprice, or pr vate opinion of every man. 

'l hat we might therelojc avoid as much as poliibic, any 
doubt or perplexity, we proceeded lo Italc the liutii i.i ihisiadf, 
in a method tliat was plain, obvioits, and Viielligible to the 
mtaneil capacity ; and took»an accouri! ol the feveral national 
debts incurred before tlie 45lh d.iy os 0-e..mbcr, 171b, which 
fmcc that time hat! been aduelly paid edf, or difcliai'.td, and 
alfo an account of thi feveral lutiontil debts, tha., fmee that 
time, had been contradled or incurred, and were itill lul lift¬ 
ing ; upon comparing of which together, it will app.ar whether 
the nat’onal debt is, lince ^lie cuabliiDiocnt of tlie linking fund, 
incrcafed or decrcafed, and to what amount. 

Having no v gone through this inqiniy with as much care 
and exadliicfs as was pollible, «vc beg leave, in the moll dutiful 
manner, to lay before your Majefty two accounts: the firft, 
containing the feveral particular articles of naiioua! d-.bls in¬ 
cun ed before the 25th day of December, 1716, and fince dif- 
charged ; which is as followeth : 


uin Acemnt ot fuch National Debts incurred before the ‘i^th of 
December^ *716, us have been Jince dijcharged ; ViZ. 

Jifclnrgcd. 


^ D *• 

•T’HE cnpiral ftim of the lot'fiy animitipr, 
cAablilhed by the aft 3 Gc >. 1 . winch 
creates the general fund, and a'.fo the fiiilv- 
ing fund, was ... 9,534,357 13 lij 

Of which rhete was fuhrLrw.rd into South 

Sea flock - . . 8»3*9r57# 7 

The remainder, paid ojff, is - —- - ■ — 

Amuities, at s/. ptr cent, redeemable ly 
Pailianieiit, and tiansfciahlc at the Bank 
of were granted by an aft 

i G(o. I. for . 4 . 010,oco o o 

Pp4 


iC- 


d. 


1,104,786 3 4| 


910,000 o o 


Of 
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Debts difcharged. 


t t jC* 

Of which therf #as fubfcribed mtol 

South Sea (lock - - * 706,175 15 o 

The rcm.iiuik'r, paid off, is - ---- 

Ocher aiinui.ics, of the lame kind, wejjc 

grtnted fame y''ar for - - 169,000 o o 

Ot 'vhich rherewjs fubfcribed into South 

Soa Itock, - - 137,516 6 

The paid off, is - - 

Annuities, at 4/. fur rent, itd-emible by 
Parli.Mient, mid ti.inift,aM>- u the Bank , * 
ol England, were ercaied tor taliieb uf fo), 
a<ff 3 G<o. I. for - - 947,514 7 

Ot wliii.h there was fubfcribed into 

South Sea ftock - - 74 S >555 *9 , 

The ■> i.iaiiider p .id off, is -- 

The like annuiticj wcie gr.tuieil by fiiuiliy 
aft , for army di .cntu.es, t-criilied before 
thciill ot Mauh, 17.9, for - T,^'>3,987 8 i-J 

Of which there was I'ublcril-'cd t^t 

S'111'.! 1 S''-’ ! 1," ,1 13 8 


The pi X .. X.. 

jrnns \ f y , • 

O! V. I'll !i rill 1 w IS I’, ill icd into 
Sou'.h S.a rtock - - 

The remainder, p.iii! of, is 
The like on lottciy, .///no 1714 ^ 

Of wli.cli rlirii- wa, lulilViihed into 
South Sea ftock 
The leu'.under, paid off, is 
The ciiheijucr oidcis, for amiy ikhcnturcs, 
ceitilied lincc 'he aid of March, 1719, 
aie ill p-aul df, licing 

The iU*tu.i<’n<y i tiie duty on hops, anno 
1711, which was diredfed by adl of Pai- 
Iianv-nt to he p.iid off, was 
The like ot li'C E.itt Indi'i Company's fund 
dated to Cluiftmas, 1716, and paid out 
of full'Ulg luild, V'.lb 

The 3 pet cent, anntiiries in the miUinnlot- 
tciy, which wcvi icrurned as calh into 
die cikchequei, and winch svcie by an aft 
t3 Geo. I. applied to uifc'.iaii,c ISevU de¬ 
bentures, were 

Tbc principal fum ffanding out in exchequer 
bills, on 25th Dcceinjicr, 1716, was - 
Intereil and premium due chcicon 


589,210 o 

464*9^ o 

■ ■ I it — 

1,812,100 o 
Ij 403»‘>70 o 


4,56 r,025 o 
3S»>59 15 


o 

o 


7l 


I. d. 

203,824 5 o 


37>473 13 4 


198,958 8 3 


393,194 14 5| 


134,220 o oj 


408,130 o o 
548,939 iz 6{ 
12,480 9 X 
79>339 *7 S 


X03>»7i *0 O 


Total debt in exchequer Mils - - 4,596,184 15 •j\ 

Of which two millions 
were convened into a 
Bank annuity .at 5/. 
fer cent, by the aft 
3 Geo. I.; fo deduft I 
that - - 2,000,000 o o 

Aitl towards difeharging 
the reft nf ihcfe bills 
500,000!. was I ailed 
hj a lortery anno 17 r 9, 
charged on the 
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Dcbrs difchai]ged. 


833regatc fund, of 
441,700/. which was 
afurwaids fubfchbed 
into, and iiill remains 
part of the Sonih Sea 
fiock, .tnd the re- 
mainiiij- 58,300/. h.ts 
been paid oft'; fo de¬ 
duct onijr • 441,700 0 o 

Total of thefe de- • * 

duflions - 

The remainder is the net debt on this 
hc.aU, that is paid oft - 
The duly oM co.ih, for biiildiiv' of eliuitlu-', 
&c. was gian'cd Lclovt lyii , for lex 'lal 
terms of ^-ears, to expire at Mieh.ulinas 
1725, and the wln.ie puHlucc ot that duty 
W-is :ip,.rop', larcil tor thole lei vices, winch 
may lie clliinated as a debt ar 1716, of 
17II), 3/111,000^ WMS granted for 
rhefe fcivices, to ra.led on a Innd of 
21,000/. annum, fi r 32 yc.irs, in lien 
of the provilion by ihi- fu.inrr teiiijs, and 
of that 360,000/. iliirc leauins undil- 
chargril but 

The i( 11) iinder may be tftimatcJ fo much 
ik'i'i^Ji'..‘.irgcil 

Tlie d'-ht of tfie ntx\, a*, it Hood on the tift 
ot i> Leiii’''i-i, 171^. ilidiietiiv', the itkilts 
in ih' I realm'T' liii'.ds, v, u 
Dedufl thcrtoui the him then uniffned o/! 
this he.iJ ('{ the In^phcs nn/io 1716, aftcr- 
wv.ids I'lovideJ foi h.' 4/. pir uri. .innui- 
tie , p.iii of the t'l'i-s of fol, I'ldiferibcd 
inro, and ftill teinannng in South Sea 
flock - - _ 

The lemainder is the net debt of the 
navy .ir 1716 

19,925/. 4s. id. j-er of the^hovt an- 

nuitic. rcmnmmg umuhteribed into South 
Sc.i flock, which l/Ciiig valii' 0 at 14 ve.ns 
puic'iiili, the rate at winch they wc.c 
ruhtcribed into South Sea flciik, a/.ne 
1720, makes a debt at 1716, of 
Dedudt the prefent value of thtfe annuities, 
in which there were hut 14 years 3 quar¬ 
ters to come at Chiiflinas 1727, at 10 
years purchafe 

The remainder is fo much debt dif- 
charged 


jC- 


2 , 441,700 o o 


540,000 o o 


S 


1^,140 o • 

■ " ’> . - . 


1,043,336 15 si 


334,239 16 


418,952 17 t 


299,252 O 10 


t £• *• ^ 


*>*54»484 *S 7i 


346,860 o O 


709,096 19 8f 


119,700 16 4 


Total debts difeharged _ — — 6,648,762 3 ^ 


Ip dating of which account, we beg leave humbly to repre- 
fent to your Majefty, that the articles ftated therein by way 
eftimate, are the intereil and premium faid to be due on the ex¬ 
chequer bills, the debt for the building of cburchesi and the 
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value of the difference* ill the terms for the fiiort annuities; 
which articles are fo fmail in refpect of tlie whole, that any 
alteration in thof\ eflimatcd values would make no material 
clitFcrcncc in the real incicafe or clecvcafe ot the whole debt. 

Wc beg leave furthei humbly to repn fent toyou'-Majefty, that 
all the articles in this account ai*e Hated as ihe debts Itood on the 
25th of December, 1716, except the iirfl article ot the lottery 
annuities, which is ILimI .it ih.e fum that was maile piincipal at 
Michaelmas, 1717, by ilie act tha: elKibhfhcd the general fund, 
and alfo the finking in.id, from wllicli timi only the finking 
fund commenced ; lor v. l.icii reafon no cri«!it is taken in this 
account for any princ*p.:i iiio,.v) paid off m part of the four 
lotteries, comprehended in thai Un between Chriltnyas 1716, 
and Michaelmas 1717 ; nm is any thing ei.a .^eel therein for 
the deficiencies of fund-(landiiig om at Chri.'u.as 1716, and 
unprovided for, alll'iougi- the dcficieneies ot ttiree of ihofc lotte¬ 
ry funds only amounted at J^ady-day 1717, to above two bimdred 
and fcvciity thoufjjnd poiimis ; fo that, noiwiihllanding upon 
the lubfcription ot thole* loiieries into redeemable annuities, 
one quarter’s intcreft, due thcrcoiT between Midfummer and 


Michaelmas 17 * 7 > niai’c principal, ainoiuuiiig to 140,884/. 
6 s. or theicabouts, yet the fame was- much Ihort of the 
deficiencies then iiicurieM cn thofe funds, and therefore pro¬ 
perly ch'irged amongit tlie debts incurred bciore the 25th of 
December, 1716. 

And we think it proper further to obferve upon the article 
oftheflmrt annuities reiuaiinng unfnbfcribed, v.hich are dated 
at 29,925/. 4.f. id. fur uni.umy that it appears tlie real fum did 
amount to but 24,335/. i]s. per .ninum \ which miltake did 
arife by a mif>iccital in the adl of the fixth year of your Ma* 
jefty’s laic royal father; wiiich ditFer(*ncc, being valued at the 
fame rate lha’ the whole annuities arc herein valued at, makes 
a difference of 22,357/. 4'^* tube dcdu£l;ed out of the tot?il 

Aim of the debts difchargcd. 


The next account, which is mod humbly fubmitted to your 
Majcdy s ccnlidc'Vation, contains the fcvcral particular articles 
of debts contradfed and incurred lince the 25th of December 
1716, and now fubfiding, which is as followeth: 

An Account of National Debts contrafled and incurred jtnee the 
Zj^th of Decembery 1716, and now fubfjiing. 

JpV South Sc.i (lock, for fo much of the 
money Of^rced to he advaci'ci! hv the 
Srtith Sc.' Company on the fubferiptinn of ' 
dk lottery, 1710, as was recounted or 


deJuflsu 
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<!ri1uA«l by thrni, purfmnt to ibc aft 
5 Geo I. fur m.i.ingRPOd the deficiency 
ot then uii^mil and additioiiid lands; 
via. 

Fo> the deficiency of then origin.il fund for 
two quarters, ending nt Midfuniiiicr| 
lyitj _ - 

Fori'itto for one quaitcr, at Chi ifinias 1719 
Foi the ditiiiemy of tlieii ati.ii'i<n„d Kind 
iur two quarteis, ending at Midfunimet, 

1719 


By fo much of the 5/. fer cfnt. annuities 
(cicatcd oy viifie of a claiifc in llie I nd- 
tax ail, ^ Geo I. fin rep..King 10 the 
trcalurci 'f ihe navy the fuin he had ifiiied 
to the Suy.h Sea C'’'ipans, {■•' indn-ing 
good tlic iiclicicnL,’ of tiioir origin.al fund 
at MiJl.immer lyiS) .'S wa* fuhfctiheJ 
into Si uth Sea ftock, the icin.nn'ier being 
paid off - - - 

Total debts conirailcJ, f ir making good 
the dihfjenefca of the South Se.i 
Comn.my’s funds 

By South iea (lock, f'r fo muih of tba: 
mo ley agieed to he .idv.anecd fiy the South 
Sea Company, on tin lujl'criptiun of lot¬ 
tery 171 1, jiurfuani tn the ail t Geo. I. 
as was •.'.'I by lh'”n into tli' exchequer, 
•and .ipplied to th- inking fti'id « 

By annuities at 4/. per irni leJcemtblc hy 
Pari ament,charged on the duty on wrought 
pl.arr, by the aft 6 Geo. I. 

By the benefit ticicets in lottery 

ch.irgcd on the duty on coals, 5 Geo. 1 . 
for - - - 

Of which there h.ishecii paid off 
The remainder was fublcribed into 
South Sc.i liock 

By exchequer bills ftanding out, an# charged 
on the duty on viituallcrs by the' aif 
1 1 Geo. I. - 

By the I'kc exchequci hilJs| charged on fur- 
plus of coals, ijG'. j. [. 

By the debt of the navy, ai it flood on the 
31ft December, 1727, .ledufling the ef- 
fcilsthcn (fated to Ik id the hands of the 
trcafuiers _ - - 

Peduit the fum then iinilfucd to the trea- 
furer of the navy, of the fupplies <m«e 
*7*7> whkh has been fin.'c ifl'ucd to him 
The remainder is the net debt on this 
head - - « 

Total of theic debts 




*• 4 


141,^47 19 i» 
14,046 i 3 K 


J5,8ji 4 10 
182,Z26 2 


107,802 17 4} 


290,029 o • 


328,673 4 
312/100 O • 


500,000 o o 
65,395 0 y 


434,605 e • 

486,600 o o 
338,800 o • 


*»937»023 4 4 

199,741 i 6 


-- i, 737 >* 8 » * 3 i 

-1 — 3 » 917»588 7 

From thefe two accounts, we prefume raoft humbly to reprt* 
fent to your Majefty, that the feveral national Jebts incurred 
before the 25th day of December 17^6, which have been 
• fiocB 
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iincc Hifchargcd, aficf ilctlitcVmg the I.v fe/ctncniioncd fiim 
22,3'^7/. 8». \(i. do umonnt in the whole to the fiim of 
6,620,404/ i6^. and that the fevcral national debts in¬ 
curred liiKC the laid 2 5ih day of OectMibtr, 1716, and now 
I'ubrdling, amoimt together to the fuiu of 3,017,988/. p. \\ d , 

Whieh Ixiojr ilediitted tuit the amoiint of the dabts di!- 
ch.irged, the diiVi tence is fo Mi:ch ri-al deOi'eaie ot the national 
debt linec the 251.2 dly oi f)ec.,inbcr, 1716, being 2,698,416/. 
9^. ‘]\d. 

And that the fratc ol i! - r(*\v-i'(>ijtf:Kle(I ds.i«ts mav appear in 
a trtie l'.,2ht, ^■'e ttiiiik !■ n- laiy, Utr t!ie beu-r inlormation 
af your Maj-by. to ih.li- ;!:dh ilicm under the pr per heads ot 
fervic- for w nit.h (hey le eontraeied, and, by way pf expla¬ 
nation, toohicrve, that a forihd,. rable pari of l! e iicw-co'it''.it 4 ed 
debt, amounting to the iinn 703,711''. t f. --]d. Ava- occa- 
fioned by the annual jwovilions nude by ihnlianient tor nuking 
good the* yearly dclicieiu ics of the gcncial in id to and tor the 
year ending at !VIij,liaelnus T726, purfuant to the diredions of 
the a6t cdablilliing tlie general fund, tlic fiirplus \%hcnof coin- 
pofes part of the finking fund ; and by tlufe nie.ins, liic fink-, 
ing fund has received uuiiualiy fume pn portion out of the 
fupplics of the year : 

And, that the furtherfum of 290,029/. has been raifed by 
iicw-ct)iitr.adled debte, ;uul is included t'.rer in, for making 
good at fevcral times the difuiyueics of the original and addi¬ 
tional tiinds of the South Sea compmv; which tAAO fums, 
ainoimling together to the fuin of 993,769/. 6 s. 'i\d. having 
been applied towarils making good deficiencies of the general 
fund, and other funds, cllablilhed before the 25lh day of De¬ 
cember, A 716, ouglit to be dillinguiflied from tiic national debt 
incurred fmcc that time; ^ 

As likewife the fnm of 328,673/. As. i\d. another part of 
the faid new-contraded debts, which was occafionecl by flock 
created tor fo mueli of the money to be advanced by the South 
Sea Conip.iuy, upon the enlargement of their capital Hock by 
the fubfcripiion of ilie tickets in the lottery am'o, 17 iO, purfuant 
to an ad of the fi<th yeir of the reign of your Majelty’s late 
royal father, .iswa.spaid into ihc exeheqiier, and, us the fame 
was aj'plicd to the ufes of the finking fund, and no part of it to 
any other puldic ferviccs, this fum ought alfo to be diftin- 
guiflied from the tell of the del)ts contraded fince the cflablifh- 
incnt of the finking timd; wliich three fiims, making together 
the fum of 1,322,442/.* i u. id, and being deduded out of the 
fum of 3,917,988/. 7i. I'^d. the remaining fura of 
2,605, 545/. i6i. c>d, is the whole national 'cbt, that has been 
contraded or incjirred, for anfvvcring or defraying the annual 
charges and expenfes of the public for the current fervice of the* 



( 589 ) , 

fevcral years (inee the 25tTiday of December, 1716, includhi^ 
therein the whole debt of the navy, as it Iloodon fche 31!! day of 
December, 1727. f 

And further, to obviate any objcv^ions that may be made to 
the {fating ot the account of naiional debts comratHcd and in¬ 
curred fince the 2(;th of Deccir.bcr, 1716, and Hill fubfiding, 
it is* proper to obfeivc, that no notice is taken therein of the 
debts, by loans, or exchequer bills, on the annual land taxes, 
or malt \liities; bteanfe, a^ thofc loans, or bills, arc weekly 
difeharged out of the produce of tiiofc taxes, and as often as any 
deficiencies happen thereon, they as welf/as the deficiencies of 
grants, are not fufFend to remain as debts, but ar^ conlfandy, 
from year to year, difeharged, by being made part of the fup- 
plies graifled tor the current fervicc of the fubrequent years; 
and accordingly, proviTHUi has been abcady made for fucli of 
them as can be anyways afeertaine •, out of the fupplics for the 
fcrvice of the year 1728; therefore they were not proper to be 
brought into ihi? account. . • 

Having thus lini.ibly rcjjrcfc rtcd to your Majefly the true 
ffaic of the dccrcaf'j of the naMon.d di bts lincc the 2^th day of 
December, 1716, a:i.d the edabl.fhi^ciil of the finkii^g fund, 
with the cccalious and fer*. ices for v. the fevcral new debts 
have been incurred, we beg leave, l)y this tnir humble repre- 
feiitation, to lay before your M.tjriiv ihe circumifanccs this 
nation is in, with regard to flic ?r:itionvl debt, bcl'orc the 
elfablifhmcnt of the finking fund,anil what happy confcqticnces 
have arifen from the effablilhment tliereof. 

At the acceffion of yotjr Maje{l}‘s late royal father to the 
throne of thefe realms, a great part (jf the public debts confifted . 
of abfolute annuities, granted for very long terms of years^ 
which were only to be dift;hargcd by the wearing out of thofc 
terms; other great parts thereof were the capital (locks of the 
Bank, the South Sea atid India companies, at very high interefl; 
other debts were charged upon particular funds, appropriated 
to pay off and difeharge the principal monies, witli interefl, at 
very high rates, in courfe, to muUitudcs of people both at 
home and abro.ad; other great pans thereof were in exchequer 
bills, circulated and exchanged at very high rates foi interefl, 
premium, and charges; and the debts of the arn/y, which 
were very confiderable, were not then liquidated, nor had any 
provifion at all then been made for the difeharge of them: be- 
fides this, the funds themfi Ives, appropriated for thefe debts* 
were moft of them deficient; fo that, if thefe debts had been 
fufFered to continue in this (late, f<i far would they havebeeli 
from being lefFened to any degree, that new burthens muft hatto 
be'‘n laid on the nation, fur fccuring the debts unprovided for.| 
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Soon after ^is late Majcfty’s acceflton, an unnatural rebellion 
broke out, di-ninc which, not only all thoughts for any incthod 
for the more fpcely payment of ur debts were of necelTity fuf- 
pended, but new and heavy d^ bts were conlra£led; and, in the 
year IJIS* annuities, at five pounds per cfnt. rcdecmabic by 
Fatliatncnt, were fold for 1,079,000/. befides a confideiable 
addition 10 the capital flock of the South Sea company 

liut no fooner was that lebellion defeated, and th' mars of 
the people removed, but the Parliament immediately "began to 
fet about the great work of pinti/ig the national debt in a me¬ 
thod of being fooner»<^ifcharged with honour and jultice ; and, 
in the year 1717, the foundation w"as laid, by eflablifhitig the 
finking fund; the confequences and advantages whereof will 
bell appear, by confidering what it is, and by what means it 
■was pertefted. 

The only methods that could be thought of for paying off the 
national debts, niufl be, either by improving and augtrienting 
the produce of the^funds, .already fettled for the payment of the 
principal and inti:refl:, or by granting new taxes and impolitions 
Upon the people, or by a rcdu^lion of the intereft made payable 
on the leveral debts; and,^as the firff method would have been 
found not fuflicient to apfvver this deliiable end, and the fecond 
■would have been very grievous and burtheiifome to the people, 
the principal method that was then thought expedient, and 
molt free from objections, wa'« to reduce the high interelt, and 
other charges, payable on all the public debts: but as great 
part of thofe debts were not fubje^ to any power of redemp¬ 
tion, and as none of them were redeemable, but on payment of 
the principal money, it raaniftftly appeared, that fuch a re- 
<)u£tion could never be made, without the voluntary confent of 
the proprietors of fuch as were irredeemable, or a legal tender 
to the, others of their principal money; both which feemed at 
that time almolt impracticable ; but, by an extraordinary zeal 
and application to the publick fervice, this difficulty was fur- 
mounted, with refpeCt to the whole of the debts that were then 
redeemable, by procuring, not only the voluntary cortfent of 
the South Sea company to the rediu^ion of the interelt on their 
■whole capital Aock, then conlilling of ten millions, from 6/. 
to 5/. per cent* and of the Bank to a like reduction on an an¬ 
nuity, then payable to them in refpeCl of a fum of upwards of 
1*77<I»000/. and to a great abatement in their allowances for 
circulating exchequer^ bills, then amounting to more than 
4,500,000/, at an annual charge of above 7/. per cent, but alfo 
engaging thofe corporations to furnilh fufficient fums for 
paying the principal money to fuch of the proprietors of other 
^:deeuiable debts, amounting to more than 9,000,000 as woyld 
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not voluntarily chufe to accept an intereft at 5 /. pet cent, fof 
the future. , 

This provifion being made, the aft palft^ in f!ie third year 
of his late Majerty’s reign, for eltabliihmg the general fund; 
whereby the proprietors ot certain debts therein mentioned, all 
carrying an interelt at 6/. per cent, had their free elcftion, cither 
to accept an intcreft at 5/. per cent, per annum, or to receive 
their principal money; and fo general was the fattsfaftion of 
all the jiroprictors, that few and very incnnfidcrable fums were 
demanded to be paid off; tut the principal fums, tiiat w'ere 
voluntarily reduced to 5/. percent, an^unted to 9,392,311/. 
45. 2\d, or thereabouts; and, Jjy this method, more than 
25,800,(300/. was at once voluntarily reduced from 6/. percenu 
or up wauls, to 5/. per cent, which was an annual faving of 
above 320,000/. 

By the fame aft, not only the furplus of this general fund, 
but the furpluifes of feveral other tund.*., vv' re appropriated to 
the difeharge c^jf national dchis contrafted i^efore the 25th of 
December, 17 lO: and this was the beginning and dtabliihmeut 
of the fmking fund. 

From this happy event arofe fnclf general fatisfaftion in all 
degrees ol people, that, thouuli the interefl of the public debts 
was redtfeed, and the proprietors rceenved a lefs income from 
them than before, yet their fecmiiy lor tlicir capital being ib 
much mended, the rate or piics for the pnrehafe of tliefe debts 
foot! advanced to a much higher value »han they were at before 
the reduftion, and it was eafy to forclee, that, in procefs of 
time, a further reduftion might have been made by the fame 
juft and Iionourahle methods, without any extraordinary ad¬ 
vantages to be granted for the cftcfting it. 

Had this method (begitn and executed fo fuccefsfully, and 
with fuch fatisfaftion) been further purfued, and without in¬ 
terruption, the dangerous and mifciiievous part of the late 
South Sea feheme might have been avoided; and yet the fur¬ 
ther reduftion of intcreil n.ight have been obtained, and taken 
place, much fooncr than it has done by the execution of that 
feheme. • 

But now, at length, not only the reduftion from 5/, to 4/. 
per cent, fettled by the South Sea aft, has taken place, but a 
voluntary reduftion hath alfo been made by the Bank of Eng¬ 
land, from 5/. to 4/. per cent, iutercit or annuities, 
principal Turns belonging to them, amounting together tu up¬ 
wards of 3»775,ooo/.; and, by thefc fe!'eral reduftions^ a fur¬ 
ther addition is made to the finking fund, of more th^n 
377,000/. per annum, from Midfumm^'r iaft: by all thsfe 
means, and by the favings of intereft of the debts, that ha|e 
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been already difcharged, and by feveral wife proviHons forthe 
improvement qf the funds thcmfclves, this iinkingfund isrifen 
• to, and maybe rei^'onably eftimated at 1,200,000/. feran.rum, 
or thereabouts; ami will be every year increafing from the fur¬ 
ther favings of the interell of the remaining debts, from time to 
time, as they fhall be paid off. 

Blit, if any thing were further nccefl’ary to demonftrale the 
immediate and certain advantage ■' that have accrued to the pub¬ 
lic from the methods tifed and eltablilhed to difchargejthe na¬ 
tional debts, it is fuflicient only t (5 rclicft, that the interert of 
the greatcfl part, of tbe debt being now artually reduced from 
6 /. to 4/. per cent, tnakes a f^ving of one third of the interefl 
offuchdebt; which, being in the hands and polfeflit.n of the 
government, and applicable, from time to time, to the difeharge 
of the principal, makes a gain and profit to the public equal 
to the difeharge of one third of fuch principal. 

And, if the amount of the produce of the linking fund did 
appear originally fo be a^uut 400,000/. per annum only, the 
produce of the faid fund being now raifed to about 1,200,000/. 
iper annum, the addition of 800,000?. per annum to the finking 
fund, which is juft fo much gained by the public, if valued at 
' twenty-five years purchalp, at which rate all annuities are now 
currently fold, makes a real profit to the public, amounting to 
twenty millions. 

This is the happy flate of the finking fund, taken feparately 
and by itfclf; but, if we caft our eyes upon the ftate of our 
public credit in general, it mufl: be an additional fatisfadion to 
us, that, by preferving the public faith inviolable, by the dif¬ 
eharge of the old exchequer bills, and the redudfion of the high 
interefl on all our Handing debts, the whole credit‘that is taken 
on the annual funds, for carrying on the current fervice of the 
year, is, and may be fuppHcd for the future at 3/. per cent, or 
.fcfs, for intereft, premium, and charges, by exchequer bills, 
created juH as the occafions of tile public require, without any 
k)ans, or being obliged to any perfons for money to be advanced, 
or lent, on the credit of them; and fo far is the public from 
being under llie former neccfli;ics of allowing extravagant in- 
tered, premiums, or difcour.ts, for any money they want, 
fbat the only conteft now among the creditors of the public 
is, that every one of them dcfircs to be the lafl in courfe of 
payment. 

Permit us then, mod gracious fovereign, to congratulate 
y«ir Mfjedy.on the cdmfortable profpeil wc have now before 
if, notwithilanding the many difficulties this nation has la¬ 
bored under fince the happy acccilion of )our Majedy s late 
'iwal father to the throne, nutwithdandine the unnatural re- 
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bcllion, whicli fuon after broke out, and^lic many heinous plots 
and confpir..-. f’s wide!) have lince been fonnul and e.ir;ie.! on, 
tor ovcrujiniiu; the religion and liberties of our I’f.untiy, and the 
proieliani furceiron in your molt illu.irioul taniily, the many 
diiturbances v nich !■ ve arifen, and the u.-.certain ai/l cinbroi’cvl 
condition oi tin aH ;!!.•. oi Kiirofe, not a llnle lomcnfed and en¬ 
couraged by the tallo intellii ei.ee, aiul marnious in' nuation.'--, 
which have been indultilOtdiy I'pread abroaii by your Maj tty’s 
and our^ cnentitot the uneaf) and per|de.\ d date of our af¬ 
fairs at home, as it'that h>id n-iulued ir almod impolliblc for 
this nation ctFedually to <‘xc?l thcinfclvcs in ilelence of their 
own jult lights and jKillclilous, and fix'^eliabliiliin'i, and fc- 
cnrirg tke pui)lic jieaee ami ti uitjuiliny; il, n(.'f..'illilianding 
till fc ai.d n'..in) otiier d.iibcultios, wiiieh we lahoui und r, niid 
winie the linking I und was yet in I’.sinlancv, and fo nun it lels 
than it now is, we l.ave been a!>lc to diminilh the iiational 
dcb'.‘- fo tmu.'h aheady, w'hat mav we not h'>pc for in I'.gard to 
a m'.'ic fpeedy and fenlihlc dircharg»' oi tlteni for ibe fi»'tire, 
now il;e lin'.ing i!uui is fo gi'.a ly*incrca fal, and our public 
cyedir in fo ft-inrithiiig a ciftulition r 

The hniihing and perte^ding thk; great w'ork feems fo be a 
pcctiliar glory rcfLivcd tor yonr ^lajeliy^s reign. From y<,iir 
knovvii gutHinefs and wifdom, the (^e eni age ni«y promifo 
ihemrclvt s the certain and iinineiiia'e benent ol yovn Majefty’s 
particular regard to the public credit, and your univcrlal care 
and coneern tor the cafe and hapjiincfs of your people, which 
our latcll pollcrity mult remember and acknowledge with duty 
and gratitude. 


His ATajrJly s^njivcr, April iI, 1728, 

Gentlemen, 

T CANNO r but be very -well pleafed w'ith this reprefenta- 
tion, which muftgive general fa.i'fadion to all my people, 
by removing tliofe groundlefs jealoulies and apprehjiilions, 
which have been propagated and difperftil throughout the 
kingdom. 

The happy efFeds of the flourithing ftate of the public credit 
are too fcnlibly felt and fecn, not to be confefled and acknow¬ 
ledged by evc/-y body: 

And the provilion made for gradually difeharging the national 
debt, is now become fo certain and considerable, that nothing, 
but fomc unforefeen event, can alter or diiilinilh it: which 
gives us the faireft profped of feeing the old debts difeharg^j 
wi'.hc,nt any necellity of'incurring ncw.ones; I 

VoL. I. Q_q Aid 
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And yon may be alTurcd, that it fiiall be iny particular care 
and Itiuly to mainlaia and prcfi-rvc the public credit, to im¬ 
prove the finking ^nd, and to avoid all occafions of laying any 
new burthens upon niy people. 


Mcffa^c from his Majcjly to the Houfe of Commons^ May 6, 1728, 

George liFx. , 

T_J IS M.ijclly bting under fome engagements, entered to and 
< (*nri iiL(! w uh i^e advice and concurrence of the hill Par- 
li.unt-nt, f'r leciuing tf\'- trade aiv! navigation of this kingdom, 
:iiu! foj n I'loii'ig and jircftiving tin perace of I'uirope;*and hav¬ 
ing i'l i-n cnal/k'l to anl'wer and defray tlie charge and<*cxpcufes 
thd’to!, I'.ir a. they hate hit'icito become due and payable; 
and tin IV biina dill wai.iinga liim, not very cordldciablc, to 
jKiIrcl and liillii ihcll obligatit'iis; his Majefty, relying upon 
liie duty and afrt Aiisn of. his Common^, hopas they wd 11 en- 
able Inn. to difcl'arce fiu h cnuagnucnts, as flill remain unfaii.s- 
iied upon this head of fervice. 


///.f Majfys mofl gi aciov.s Speechy May 28, 1728. 

My Lord^and Gentlemen, j 

K diljiatcli yiMi have given to the public bufinefs, and the 
advaiuvd feafon of the }ear, make it proper for me to put 
an cncl to this L llion of Parliament, 

'^i lvc zeal and mianiniity which you have fliewn in all your 
proceedings, with regard to the true intcrell of your country, 
and in hipport of tlie common caufc^'have fully anfw'ercd my 
cxpeiliUions, and will, I am perfuaded, give general fatisfac- 
tion heic at hun-e, and cannot fail of having their due weight 
and infiuenci ahiiud. 

I expetl vtiy loon to hear, that the congrefs is opened, the 
preliininaiy articles having laid fo good a foundation for a ge¬ 
nera! pvciheation. I hope all parlies w ill bring with them fuch 
fu\('orabl(’ difpofiti ms for finilhing and perfecting this dcfirable 
work, ll'.at we lliall foon fee a happy conclufion of this im¬ 
portant tranfa( 5 >ion, with that fatisfaclion to me and my 
allies, which rr,.iy reafonably he expected from the juflicc of 
our caiife, and the mutual confidence which is eltabiifhcd 
»mong us, ' 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Common?, 

I return you my thanks for the effechia! fn^plic? you have 
raifed for the fervice of the year. The pnullnt application you 
have made of the produce of the finking fund, v^ill contribute 
to the fupport of the public c»edit; and the power you have 
given me of borrowing live hundred thoufaml pounds, for the 
dlfcharge of the feamen’s wages, will meet with imivcrfal ap¬ 
probation. 

• • 

My Lords and GcntlciTlcn, 

It is unncceirary for me to recomm^ad, in any particular 
manner, to your care, the prelervation of the public peace in 
your fevcral llatious and countries. Your own inclinations 
will natufally lead you, by a due execution of the laws, and a 
faithful adminidration ol juflicc, to promote upon all occulioas 
the welfare and profperity of my people. 


And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his Majcfly’s com¬ 
mand, faid 


I 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is his Majedy’s royal will and pleafurc, that this Par¬ 
liament be prorogued toTIiuiTday, the eighth day of Augnil 
next, to be then here held ; andthis Pai lianient is accordingly 
prorogued toThurftlay the ciglith ilay ot Auguil next. 


His AJajiJly s mofi gracious Speech^ yauuary 21, 1729. 

My Lords and Gentlenflbn, 

T AM fcnfiblc you are met together In cxpcclatioM of being 
informed of the prefent fituation of public affairs, and ot 
receiving that fatisfadfidn, which the expenfes already made, 
and the apprehcniion of their being contmiicd for fomc long r 
time, make it jnd and rcafonablc for you to d#lire. 

'I'hc execution of the preliminary articles, ami the opening 
the congrefs at Soilfons, laid a foundation for yon to entertain 
hopes of feeing very foon tlie happy fruits and elf: cl.s of a ge¬ 
neral pacitication. 

But the various and extenfivc views w'hich f Jl under cmifi- 
dcration, in fettling and reconciling the ^iffeient interell.s and 
pretenfions of fo many different powers, apptan d t j he a work 
of fo much lime and difficulty, that the pK^ject of a provifionil 
treaty was thought of, as a proper expedient; wliich beinl 

O u 2 
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concerted and negotiated among the miniftcrs of the principal 
powers, parties to the treaties of Hanover and Vienna, was 
approved of by V^ie and my allies, not without reafonablc 
hopes of the concurrence of the In,perial court, and the court 
of Madrid. , 

But no definitive anfwer being yet returned by eivher of them, 
nor the projeA of the piovilional treaty either accepted or re- 
je6tcd, the fate of Kuropc is itill held in fufptnfe, labouring 
under chnicultics that unavoidably .'itleiel fuch a doubtful and 
undetcrnjiiied condition. 

It is V. iih no finaW,concern, that I am again obliged to fpcak 
to ray Parliament iif this Hate ol uncertainly ; nor ara I infen- 
libU of the burdens which my fubjedl.s bear, and that, in our 
prefent circuinitanccs, foine may be induced to think, that an 
a£lual war is preferable to fiich a liouhtfiil and impcrfefl peace; 
but, as the exchange is cafy to be made at any time, and as 1 
am confident I (hall not be tliought backward in doing myfelt 
and the nation jitUice, vdicii a proper f'''c:di»n calls upon me 
for it, I hope you will belir ve, tl;it a juft regard for the cafe 
and Intel ell of my people alone prevailed upon me, rather to 
fiiffor fome temporary im. inveniencies, with the daily profpciSl 
of obtaining a fafe and horomable peace, than loo precipitately 
to kindle aw-ar in Europe, ami to plunge the natiori into ftill 
greater and unknow'n expenfes. But, how difagrecablc foever 
thefc delays may be, nothing is more unjull, tl.an to impute 
them to my condudt, or to that of my allies. No ciideavours 
iiitlecd have been wanting, to feparate and tlillolve the happy 
union that is ellablillied among us; but long experience, and 
repeated proofs of nnitual fidelity, have fo llrengihencd and 
cemented this alliance, founded upon and united by common 
iuii-rell that all attempts to weaken it, or to create jealoufies 
and ditfidence among us, have proved as vain and frnitlefs, as 
the infmuaiicns to the contrary aic falfc and gronndlefs. 

It will, neveit'ulefs, be inounibcnt upon us to bring this 
important tranfacticn to a fpeedy and certain decifion, that, if 
a conclnfion can be put to it, confillcnt with the fecurityand 
prefervation of the rights, privileges, and poircfiions of (ireat 
Britain and my allies, the blellings of peace may be difFufed 
throughout Europe, and my kingdoms again enjoy the happy 
cfFedls of a fettled tranquillity; or, if this cannot be had, that 
the allies may unite w iih vigour and refolution, and exert them- 
fclvcs in pr'-airing that juftice and fatisfadion, which has been 
folong delayed. If rhis fhoiild unavoidably be the cafe, I de¬ 
trend upon the zeal and affedion of this Pailiament, that they 
Ivill cheerfully and eftedually fupport me in carrying on a juil 
H^nd neccifary war. 
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Gentlemen of the liou!'.; of Comnif^ny, 

I wilhcri and truly hoped lo have ftcn the public cxpenfc^ 
very mucli reduced and L-deued befo:e thislime; but the pre- 
fent circinnltaiu'cs of alhiijs oblis^e irx loailv of you fuch fup- 
pliCi as !!\aM be ncccii'.’iy i 'jj anfv cring and defrayun' the 
charge aou fcrvices of the cnfuiiig year, and for enabling me, 
as eveirs u'jv rei|'!ire, uiih vig-'ur, and in concert itU 

iny allies, \\ho hav', refolvcd to make the fame pre-parations, 
and to kR.'cp on fm-t all iheij' extraordinary forces. I w.U order 
the p'wper cllimates to be i iimediatcly piepared and laid before 
you, and, as the produce of the finking fund has exceeded our 
cxp( clations, I mud recommend it^fo your care, to make a 
iurilier application ot it to its proper ufes. 

Mv Lords and (icntlcmen, 

j ' 


It c.mnot be expelled that 1 -fliould enter into the fcveral 
canfesand motives, which may have occalioncd the prefent de¬ 
lays ill the coiiiis of Vi' ima and Madrid; byt if, among other 
afons, h.f.pc's, given from hence, ot creating difconlcnts and 
»illof’.s c.inoiiL, my fubjedls, and a profped: o!'feeing dillicid- 
tie.-> arij’e ra home, liavegieatlv en^niraged them in their dila¬ 
tory proceedings, F am perfiiadecf that your known alretlioii 
to iiie, and a ju.t legard for your (fwn honour, and the interell 
and fecurity of the nation, will dcteimine you elF' cliially to 
difeourage the unnatural and ii^urious practices of fome few, 
who fugged the means of diflrefiing their country, and after¬ 
wards clamour at the iuconveniencics which they thctnfclvcs 
have occafioned. It is more tliau probable, that foa-ign courts 
wait now for the refult ot your deliberations; and, as you may 
depend upon my conftancy and fteadinefs, that no wicked and 
groiindlcfs fuggellions infinuafions fhall make me depart 
from my prefent pnrpofcs, fo I entirely rely upon your wifdom 
and unanimity, to convince the world, that fuch pernicious 
defigns and intrigues fhall not alter that afFeftion, harmony, 
and good mulerftanding, which has hitherto fubfifted, and 1 
hope w'ill always fubfill, between me and my Parliament. 


Addrefs hy the Houfe of Commons^ January 22, 1729* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majelly’s mod dutiful and loyal fubje£ls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, iri Parliament aflcmbled, 
beg leave humbly to return our fincerc and unfeigned thanks^ 
for your Majefty’s mod gracious fpccch from the throne. 1 ' 

i 
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We congratulate your Majclly upon the f.tic arrival df his 
royal highncrsHlje Prince oi Wales, fo much to the joy and fa- 
lisfa(^ion of your|Vi:!ic-ily, and all your people. 

Wc arc not inf'.iiiiblc; of the varion - and extenfive views, 
which niuil iiaUirally ar le in [cttling and icconciling the dif¬ 
ferent intcrcUs and {nctcnlions of fo many diiTcrent powers, 
parlies to the treaties of Hanover and Viemna; and we acknow¬ 
ledge, with llic uiinod gratitude, your Majdly's great wifdom 
and prudence, in avoiding, as far was poilible, all occafions 
of diflicultics and delays, by concerting tlie mofl: expeditious 
methods of coneludln^ witli honour and jultice the negotiations 
depe-ndingai Solllons. 

We have the liappinefsld tec your Majefly indefatigable in 
tlie puifuils of the interelhs of your people, accommodating and 
compoling the public diirertnces, declining the temptation of 
military glory, and chilling ratlicr to fccurc to your fubje^ls 
llieir jull nghis and poU'clHons by the milder arts of moderation 
and (oibearanee, ?han to plunge the nation UBncceflTarily inif) 
infinite and unknown cxpL-nfe.s. 

But your taithfu! Comnions are fo fully convinced that your 
own lionour, and the hon(t);ir of your kingdoms, arc confidera- 
tions ft) dear to your ]^la)ff.*lly, and fo infeparablc from your 
royal mind, that wc can, with the grcatell contidence imagin¬ 
able, entirely rely upon yonr Majelly’s undoubted valour and 
rcfolution, to do yourfelf and* the nation jullii'c, whenever a 
j>r()|H'r ocealion calls iiptin you for it; and w'c cannot in the 
lead doubt, from your iVIajelly's conllant and due regard to the 
rights, piivlloges, and intereds of your people, but that your 
princely care w ill equally extend itfelf to the fccuring our com¬ 
merce, and ohraintng a jiid fittisfai^tion for the many and great 
lodes fudained by yonr trading fnbje^is. 

] lie innUial harmony -and fideliiv, fo firmly edablidicd and 
fnbliding bctvvccn yiiiir iMajcdy and vour allies, cannot fail to 
create in yonr C'oin nons tlie highed faiisfa£lion ; and it is with 
pleafnre we oblervc, that all endeavours and attempts to foparate 
and diH'olvc this happy union, of fiich confeqnencc to your 
kingdoms, and lo cirential to the prefeiving the peace and tran¬ 
quillity ol Europe, have proved vain and iinrncccfsfuL 

We beg leave to alfiire your Majedy that wc will, with l!ie 
grealed elKeifulncfs, laife the fupplics nceedfarv lor anfwciing 
and defrayrng tiie charges and expenfes of the enfuing year, 
and will not Tail to make the proper difpolition of the growing 
produce of t!;e linkiifg fund; and if, after all your Majefty’s 
ttnw'caricd eudeavonrs to proctirc a fafe and honourable peace, 
Ariipturc diould become unavoidable, your Majeliy may depend 
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[^n the zeal and afFet^lion of this Hovifc cfTcdually to fupport 
)our Majclty in carr)ing on a jult and ncceirary war, and en¬ 
able you to ail with vigour, in cotijunclion with'your allies, as 
future events, and the circundhiuces of |)ublic atfairs, may 
require. 

And, as nothing can be more injurious to your Majefty’s 
honour, and the intercll and reputation of your people, than 
t!ic vile and detellable practices of thofe, who, by giving hopes 
of difeontents, dhilions, and difilculties, arifing here at" home, 
encourage the dilato'y pn\eecling.s that have hitherto retarded 
the conclufion of this iinport.uit tranfa.'.lion ; we look with the 
utinoft abhorrence upon the authors ami tontrivers of fuch bafe 
anti unnatural artifices, w’lio lligtf «*tfthc means of diftrclling 
their country, and clamour at the inconveniencies which they 
themfelvcs have occalionetl. This makes it highly incumbent 
upon us to give your Majedy the irudl unl'eigned aliurancc, that 
this houfc will, by an unlliaken duty and aft'eilion to your 
Majtily, and by a Heady perfevcrance in fupport of your go- 
verumeut, ctmvinec the world, that no fill'e and groundlcfs 
infimiations, no wicked•defigns and iiurigues whaifoevcr, 
fhall be able to alter or dmiiiiifli that harmony and good uiidcr- 
Handing between your Majefly Jnl y<uir Parliament, which 
onr inclination, duty, and intcrel, Aall upon us inviolably to 
preferve. 

U.'s Alujtjly's Anjwerj ‘January 24, 17 29. 
Gentlemen, 

T THANK you for this very dutiful and affeeSlionate addrefs, 
and for the airnrances you have given me, of your concur¬ 
rence and fupport in m]^ prefent engagements. You may de¬ 
pend upon it, that the honour and intereflof my people lhall be 
my principal care and concern in all events. 


Joint Addrefs by both HsufeSf Alarchtl^t 1729- 
Mod gracious Sovereign, 

Tl^E, your Majefly’s mofl dutiful and loyal fubjcils, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in Par¬ 
liament aflcmbled, have, upon mature deliberation, come to 
the following rcfolution, which we humbly beg leave to lay be¬ 
fore your Majefly, viz. * 

Refolved, by the Lords fpirltual add temporal, and Cnm- 
mons, in Parliament affemblcd, that they do entirely rely uj<m 



Ills Majcfly, that he will, for the maintaining the honour ahd 
feci:ring ilie »mdc of this kingdom, take tTn vidiial care mi the 
prefent treaty, to ^Tcfervc his undoubted right to Gibraltar, 
and the ifland ot Minorca. 


Ills Miijrfty s Anfujer, Alarch 26, 1729. 

Mv Lords and Gentlemen, 

T THANK yon for the confidence you repofc in me. , I will 
take cffedual care, as I have hillicito ilone, to fecure my 
undoubted right to Gilh thttr, and tlie ifland of Minorca, 


AAffa^c from hh Majejly^ jVIay 12, 1729. 

Gf.orgR Rfx.. 

TJIS Majefly thinks fit .10 acquaint tlii.s Iloufc, that he in¬ 
tend'', tor divers weighty and jnijiort.int leafoiis, fpcedil} 
to vifit his dominions in Germany, and to appoint liis dearefi 
confort, the (^leen, jegcijt of this kingdom, during his Ma- 
jefh’s abfcncc. ► 


^llls A'lajijiys moji gracious Spccchy Alay 14, 1729. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


^1 'IIK leafon of the vear, and the difpatch you have given to 
the piihlic burinei's, make it proper for me to put an end 
to this fillion of Parliament; which 1 cannot do, without ex- 
prclllng my faiisfaclion at the jull^regard you have ihewm, 
upon all occalions, to my honour, and to llie true intcrefl of 
my people. 

The prudence and temper with which you have proceeded 
at this critical conjun£lurc, have been very acceptable to me, 
and cannot fail of meeting with gcncial apnrobatioti. Your 
feveral determinations upon matters of the greateft nicety and 
importance, have (hewn you not infciifible of the difficulties 
we labour under, W'iihout fuftcring yotirfelvcs to be tranfported 
and carried into any unfeafonable warmths and animofities. 
You have confidered the lodes of our merchants with a be¬ 
coming compaflion and concern, and received their complaints 
in fuch a manner, as ^ill bell conduce to the obtaining them 
lice and fatisfadion ^ and you may be affured, no endeavours 
be wanting on my part, to anfwer the expedations and 
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Gentlemen of the Hoiife of Commons, 

The fupplies which you have granted nic, anM fo effcftually 
raifed, in a manner the Icafl burthenfoine ii^my fubjeds, arc a 
new proof of your zeal, affcclion, and rcadincis to liipport me 
in the defence and protediion yf the rights and privileges of 
my kingdom. It is a great fatisfa^Iion to me to obferve, that 
you have been thus able to fiipply the nccelfary charges and 
expenfes that have unavoidably been brought and continued 
upon u-^, and, at the famc^me, to make a further progrefs in 
Icircning and reducing the national debt. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I hav 5 already acquainted That, it being neceifary for 
me t{) viSt my (ierman dominions this war, I have determined 
to make the Q^itcn regent h.cre, during my abfence; and 1 
mult in a particular manrer rccomnund it to you all, to make 
her adminiiiralion as ealy as polfible, by piclcrving the peace 
and quiet ot t!»e kingdom in )’our/cvcral* Itations and coun¬ 
tries, and by cud(.av(i!ii ing to dileoiintenauce, and rellrain, the 
vile and feditious prac 5 ticcs of railing iinjnll clamours, and 
r reating diJeontents it) the minds my people. 

And afterwards the Lord Ch.ytecMor, by his Majclly’s com¬ 
mand, laid, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is his Majelly’s royal will and pleafiirc, that this Parlia- 
ment be prorogued to Tuel'day, the two and twentieth day 
of July next, to be then here held ; attd this Parliament is ac¬ 
cordingly prorogued to ^'uefday, the two and twentieth day of 
July next. 


ffJs Majejlf s moft gracious Speech^ January 13, I730» 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

JT is with great fatisfadion I acquaint you, that wc have at 
length extricated ourfclves from the many difficulties and 
incoiiveniencies that attended the uncertain Itatc of affairs in 
Europe, by having concluded an abfolatc peace w’ith the crown 
of Spain. 

This negotiation hath been carried on, and finiflied, with 2 
perleft union, harmony, and fidelity between me and my 

allies, with no other view, but to prevent the miferies and tjpn- 
—c - • • ... 
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as hard to know the efid, as to determine the fiicccfs of hch 
a fatal event,, 

As this alliance is built upon the foundation, and is agreeable 
to the purpojt anfi intentions of former treaties, without any 
alterations in the principal ailiclcs, but fuch as tend to rcndci 
more tffednal what the contrSding powers in the'quadruple 
alliance were before engaged to fee ptiformed, it is very jniUy 
to be prefumed, that, irom this happy beginning, the great 
work of a general pacification v^ill foon he perfect and com¬ 
plete. 

But if, conn ary to expcdatlon, and in rtfentment of the 
prefent engage-ment'^, sf.yj new troubles, although with little 
profpecl of lucceb, lliouiu 1 : .aifed in Kuiope, to oppofe, or 
difappoint, the execution oC liicm, I am confident, I, lhall not 
waul the fuppv>rt niul aliiuance of my Parliament in fo juft a 
caufe, whicli liath the joint concurrence of fo many coniidrr- 
able powers Ibr the lionoiir and ertdir of the prefent ine.ifures, 
and their united ittjength in inainleiiancc of our mutual ftipu- 
lations. 

in the mean time, I cati a(rur6 you, that I have made it 
my hrlt care to coufuli e immediate intcreftsof thefe my 
kingdoms, preferable to ly other confideration, and at the 
hazard ot all other evciifs. 

All former treaties and conventions made with Spain, in 
favour ol our tiadc and navigation, arc renewed and confirmed; 
not only a free and uninterrupted cxcrcife of our commerce 
for the future is rcflorcd, but juif and ample reftitution and re¬ 
paration for unlawful feizures and depredations arc cxpiclsly 
llipulaled and agreed to ; in general, all rights, privileges, and 
pollcilions, in any manner belonging to me, and my allies, are 
folemnly re-e(tablilhed, confirmed, ^nd guaranteed, and not 
one conceftion is made to the prejudice of me, or my fub- 
jetfts. 

By tliis means a fouuchiiion is laid for removing all former 
animofities and nuiunderiraiulM.gs between the kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Spain ; and ii is not at all to be doubted, 
but that, by a lalKhlul t'\ccuiluu of o;ir reciprocal engagements, 
a perfect triendlhip betwixt the t\YO nations, united by the 
common ties of mutual iutn.;!, may be more lucngly clla- 
blilhed and cemented than ever. 

And, that my fubjecls might reap the cailieft fruits of this 
advantageous peace, I gave oulers ibr tlie immediate rcduclion 
of a great number.of my land forces, and for laying up, and 
difeharging a great par^f my flecl. 
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/ Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

'This vvill make :i conllderablc faving in the expenfe of the 
current year ; and, I hope, it will give a general fatIsfaiSlion to 
tny people, as it is a molt fenlible pleafure to me. The proper 
edimates iliall be laid before ^vou : and i make no doubt but 
you wiTT^rant me the neceirary fupplic.-s, arai enable me to 
make good my engaget'.ients witii my allies in fueh manner as 
fliall be mod trleihial l-or tlie public lervice, and moll; cafy to 
your feHow fiibui^ls. ^ 

You vvill fee, by the a.:c<Mmts that will be laid before you, 
the date, pnuUice, and application of the iinkmg fund, as far 
as hath been hitherto diieded by .ici'Oi Parliament ^ and you 
will not Vail to take i^f.to y()tir'*‘c!M:id. ration the furlhcrdifpo- 
fiticjn of^he gnjwing produce, h'oii arc tht“ bed judges whe¬ 
ther the cuvumdanc* ; of iivc linking fund, and of the iialional 
debt, will, as yet, a Imu ert giving any cafe where the duties 
are mod grievous. I have the "leateil rcaod for the (inkinre 
fund ; a:v(l I Iwok wiiii compailioii upon tile hardlhips of the 
poor arfificcrs and inaniiiatUurcs: 1 leave it to your determi¬ 
nation, what may rcafoiial)iy, and with due caution, be done 
upon tiiis critical confideration. 


i tiiis critical conhderation. # 

My Lords and Cientlcmen, i • 

hat we may receive the natt^al advantages 


That vve may receive the nattyral advantages of our prefent 
filiK'.tion, I nuiit, in the ltu)n!|td manner, recommend to you 
a perfed unanimity among yourfelvcs, fuch as may entirely 
defeat the hopes ot our enemies, both at home and abroad. 
The gronndlefs Inlinuatiorc, cavils, and clamours or fome lew 
ill-deiigning perfons, to (hake the deadinefs of thofe powers 
who arc already my allies, or tv> hinder others from becoming 
fo, will by your unaij^mity be rendered intlfcclual \ and, I 
delire, that the affedtiotjs ot my people may be the llrenglli of 
my government, as their inlered hath always been the rule of 
my adiuns, and the object of my vvillie,. 


^rMrefs hy the ITcufe of Commons to his Aiujify^ * 730 * 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majedy’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons of Great Lriiain, in Parliament aifembled, 
return your Majcfty our moll: bumble tlianks lor your moll 
gracious fpccch from the throne. i 

We cannot omit taking this rirft Ojyortunity to congratulate' 
your Majedy upon your happy reiarn into thefe kinadiw* 



( 6o4 ) 

yo»r Majcfly’s abfcncc, by the Qijeen, your royal 
ruling iiy yowr aiitl’.ority, and gdvorjilng by your cxairf^le, 
could alone compeniate lor the want ot your royal prtfLi ce, 
and aufpicious inlAii-nce aiuong us. 

The wch oine m vvs ot yotjr Majefty’s having concluded an 
abfolute peace wnh the crovvil oi Spain, cil'eded h^T^erfedl 
iinioii) harmony, and bdeli y helwccn your hi.'jcKy and your 
allies, filled the hearts ot all your good people with o'CM ; ‘ 
iible joy and (atistailion ; and we^hould be wanting i i . •. » 
to yotir Majcfty, in juflice to oiirfelvcs, and not anfvver 'he 
cxpedlalions oi thofe we reprefent, if we did not appirach 
your Majellv, upon tlri^happy occaliou. wuh Iwarts lull of 
duty and gfaiiiudc, and vvTtPttfT lh"'ngf''iS acknov, led^tnetits of 
your Maj< Ity s gfx'diuds 'vildoni, anil ivlolu'ioti. yowr wifdoni 
and ri foiiitioti, in noi fur'ering y.Jiirfelt to be diver:ed by any 
falfc and nialu ious elair.oiirs and infinuaiions, from ftcadily 
purfuiog the great and dclirablc work {)f giving peace to yonr 
people ^ your goo^uefs, jn cotifulling the iinnaediate iutcrells 
of thefe your kingdoms, preferable to all other confidcrations, 
and at the hazard of all other events. 

This mnfl convince tlti world of yonr Majefly’s paternal 
care and tender regard |bl| your I’ritilh dominions, when wc 
Tec all former treaties, maiV in favour of our trade and com¬ 
merce, and ibr the fecurityof the rights, privileges, and pof- 
fcHions belonging to your M^fty, renewed, and confirmed ; 
when wc fee the crown of Spain under new and freftt obliga¬ 
tions to your Majedy, not only to permit to your fnbjccts a 
Ircc and uninterrupted excrcifc of-their trade and commerce 
lor the future, but to make jnll and ample rcllittition and re¬ 
paration lor all former unlawful feizurcs and depredations. 

The extenfion of former engagements, without auy material 
alterations in the principal articles from the purport and in¬ 
tentions of former treaties, in order to obtain thefc great and 
truly valuable advantages, without one conceflion made to the 
prejudice of your Majelly, or your fuhjcils, is a conficleration, 
that, to rejed, had been lofing thcfairefl opportunity to reco¬ 
ver the ancient filcdom ami liberty of trade and commerce to 
thefe kiiignoms ; and not faithfully to fulfil, and execute, what 
is llipulatcd on your Majelfy’s part, to fecurca reciprocal per¬ 
formance, from your Majcfly’s allies, of the engagements they 
have entered into, would be abandoning the particular interefts 
and properties of your Majclly’s trading fubjeds, and to ex- 
pofe the trade and coi^mcrce of this nation to all the hazards 
l^d uncertainties whiciiythcy have fo long laboured under. 
-"tThefe blefilngs fi,curra to us will fufficiently compenfate all 
incoiivcntcncics that can attend the performance of your Ma¬ 
jefly’s 


conftM, 
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fy’s engagements; ami, as it is to be prefiitned, that 
^cncial pacihcntl<ni and tranquillity in Europe will be the 
fcqnence of llie preCent treaty, the profiuci ot leeing this 
11 coir.plete, and perfeded, adds greatly t« our fatisfadion. 
if, contrary to expectation, and in refeniincnt to your 
MaJWWt’^ud and* prudent mccWurcs, any new Lrotibles fliould 
be raifcd in Europe, to oppufe, or difappoini the execution of 
the prefent engagements, vve think ourfelves obliged, by the 
ftrongelt lies ol duty, aifedion, and graiitude, to alliire your 
Majcily, tliai we will (ta^d by and fupport your Majcdly 
aguiidt all infnlts and indignities that (hall be ofFcicd to your 
Majdty, and that we will enable yon to niakt good your en- 
gageincirts w'ith yoil^iIiiLirr' . - • 

The iyiniediaie reiludion of fo confiderable a part of your 
forces by fea anti land, upon the firll notice of the conlirmation 
of tl’.c peace, is another inllancc of your Majefty’s care and 
attention to the cafe and wellaie of yoiir people ; and the re¬ 
commending to our coolldcration the (late ^ the finking liiml, 
in fo gracious and corulefcending a manner, obliges us to pro¬ 
ceed with all poflible cautiftn and prudence in an affair of that 
nicety and impoitance, where the .earlier d.ifcharge of the na¬ 
tional debt on one hand, and thelhardfliip’- of the poor arti- 
licers and mannfadturers on the rJlidl', require the grcatelt re¬ 
gard, and deferve tlie niolf matuiydcliheraiioii. 

From a due fenfe of ilicle proofs of your Majefty’s 

unwearied endeavours to confult tlic happinefs of your people, 
wc think ourfelves obliged to afture your Majefty, that this 
Uoufc will- by the beft aijd molt eafy methods, elfedually raife 
the neccllar) fupplies for the ferviee of the current year; and, 
by a proper zeal and concern for the honour of your Majefty, 
the public tranquillity, ^d the good of your people, defeat he 
vain cxpedlation of fiicli ill-dcligning perfons, who may flatter 
thcmfelves witli the hopes of being able, by groundlcfs infinti- 
ations, cavils, and clamours, to ihakc the (leadinefs of thofe 
powers . ho are already allies to your Majefty, or to hinder 
others from becoming fo. 


His Majcjlys mojl gracious Speechy May 15, 1730* 

My Lords and (icntlemcn, 

feafon of the year, and the difoatch you have given to 
the public bulincfs, make it pro^ for me to put an end 
to this fclTion ; and, I make no doirot, but the coodudl: and 
behaviour of this Parliament, as it has anfwered my expecta¬ 
tions, 
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tions, will be equally fatisfadlory to all my good and faitlVul 
fubjefls. « / 

The fnpport you have given me, in enabling me fo cfljpc- 
tually to make goftd my engagements with my allies, willl I 
perfiiade myfelf, have the dclircd cfFcft ; and, when it (half be 
feen, that the allies of the treaty of Seville arc not 
mined, but in a readinefs, to execute their mutual engagements, 
it is very much to be hoped, that a general pacification will 
be the happy confequcnce of this jult and powerful aljiance. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

1 give you my thanks, in particular, for the fupplies you 
have railed for the fervic\:'o£..i*‘c ji r'-f'’«. year. Jtisagreat 
fatisfadlion to me, that you have had fuch a due regard for 
the cafe of your fellow fubjedfs, whofe welfare and profperity 
it fliall always be my principal care and Uudy to advance and 
promote. 

My Lords ant^Gentlemen, 

I am very glad, that, for the general fatisfadlion, you enter¬ 
ed into a particular conlidcration of the Hate of the nation; 
and it is a great happinefs t| fee, after fo many unjuft and un- 
rcafonable clamours, raijleilwUh all poftiblc art, induftry, and 
malice, that, upon maiurcleliberation, and the moft folemn 
debates, you were fo far from'Snding any thing worthy of blame 
or cenfure, that all ntatters, wKich came under your confidcra- 
tion, met with your approbation. 

This muft give all mankind a juft dcteftatlon of thofe in¬ 
cendiaries, who, from a fpirit of envy and difeontent, con¬ 
tinually labour, by fcandalous libels, to alienate the atTedlions 
of my people, and to fill their minds with groundlefs jealoufies, 
and nnjuli complaints, in diftionnur of me, and my govern¬ 
ment, and in defiance of the fenfc of both Houfes of Parlia- 
fiient. 

But I muft: rely upon your prudence, and your concern for 
the peace and happinefs of your country, to difcountcnance all 
fuch feditious pi;u 4 ic'.s, and to make my people fenliblc, that 
thefc wicked proceedings can have no other view or end, but 
to create conlulion and diftradlion among us. 


And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his M.vjefty’s com¬ 
mand, faid, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TTT is his Majefty’s royj will and p'cafiirc, that this Parlia- 
ment be prorogued to Tuclday, the fourteenth day of July 

next. 
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«e|t, to be then here held : and tins Pa^lamcnt Is accordingly 
■jTOgued to Tuefday, the fourteenth day of July next. 


s moji gracious ^ccihy jfantiary y 1731. 

My Lor^s and Gentlemen, 

■^OU cannot but be fenfiblc, that the meafurcs formerly 
^ tak^, and the conclnUon of th.c treaty of Seville, have 
prevented and difappointeJ^ the dangerous confei]ncnccs that 
were fo juftly apprehended from tlic tieaty of V'ienna; and 
we do not only fec-t^at tinion dili'olved, which had alarmed ajl 
Europe, but the aili^rt)l'"TltL of H.uiovcr ilrcngthened 

by the additional power of the crown of Spain. 

7 ’his fituation of affairs gave us a rcafonable profpc<^ of a 
general pacification, and jult hopes of feeing the conditions of 
the treaty of Seville complied with, without the neceflity of 
coming to cxtiejnitics ; and no cndi avouis jjave been wanting, 
conformable to my engagements with my allies, to obtain that 
happy end ; but this defirablc event having been hitherto dc* 
layed, the treaty of Seville lays an indilpenfable obligation upon 
all the conlradling parties to prepi^c lor the execution of it ; 
and we murt be in a rcadinefs to i)cfform our part, and, by 
continuing to purfiic the proper m^fiires, convince oiir allies, 
that we will faithlully fulhl oijr engagements, and, as far at 
lhall depend upon us, procure the fatisfadfion due to them, 
either by fuch means a*, fhall be moft eligible, or by fuch as 
lhall be found abfolutcly neceil’ary. 

The prefent critical conjundlurc feems in a v'cry particular 
manner to deferve your attention, and you need not be told 
with what impatience tl^c refolutions of this Parliament arc 
every where waited for, and cxpcdlcd. 

I am incapable of attempting to influence your proceedings 
by groimdleis fears and apprelienllons, and as incapable of 
amiiling you with vain ho[)es and cxpcdlations; but, as the 
tranfailions, now depending in fltc fevcral courts of Europe, 
are upon the point of being determined, tlie great event of 
peace, or war, may be very much affedled by your firft refolu- 
lions. The continuance of that zeal -and vigour which you 
have hitherto fhewn in fupport of me, and my engagements, 
muft, at this time, be of the greateft weight and importance, 
both with regard to my allies, who cannot then think their in- 
tcreft, and the common caufe, negledled. before the conditions 
of their treaties are accomplifhed, and ^th regard to thofe who 
may be (lifpofed, before the feafon ofi^6lion is come, to prer 
vent, by an accommodation, the fatal confeqncnccs of a genc- 

lal 
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ral rupture, which thfy will have little rcalbn to apprc]i<^.jtf, 
il‘ they find the allies of Seville not prepared to do ihcmfei ,e.-> 
juftice. ; 

The plan of operations for the execution of the treat of 
Seville by force, in cafe w^c lliall be driven to that nccellityi is 
now under confideration ; and, until the proportii»jUi«<^ the 
confederate Iojccf, an.! die proper tiirpo.'iiions fo^ employing 
them, fhall be iinallv adjufted, and agiccd upon, it will not 
be eafy to determine how far liie expenfes nccelVary for the fer- 
vicc of tlie cnfiilng year may, 01/ may not, exceed the provi- 
jRons made for the lcr\ ice «)f the laff year. ' 

. In the mean time, 1 am perfuaded, you will go on to give 
all podible difpatch to li'b puUik; 'w.jfr ; and, if it (hall be 
iiccfcirary, I (hall not fail to a(k the further advice and alhitance 
of my Parliament, according to the circumllanccs of public 
affairs, and as foon as any proper occafion (hall require it. 

Gentlemen of the Iloufe of Commons, 

I will order the proper clliniatcs to be prepared and laid 
before you ; and I can make no dOiibt, but that dutiful regard 
which you have always |hcvvcd to me, and my honour, and 
your jull concern (or thci^rue inlereft of your country, will 
induce you to grant me? tll^ ncccirary fiipplics, and enable me 
to make good my cngagem^its with my allies with that clieer- 
fulncfs and affctlion which o^pome a Pritidi Houfe of Com¬ 
mons, tender and jealous of the honour of the crown, careful 
and foliciious for the glory and prolperity of the kingdom. 

My Lords and Gcuilcmeu, 

The time draw's near which will admit of no further delays. 
If the irancpiillity of liurope can be fettled without the effu- 
lion of blood, or the expenie of pufrlic treafurc, that (itualion 
will certainly be moil happy, aud deniablc; but, if that blef- 
fing cannot be obtained, honour, jullicc, and the facred faith 
due to folcmn treaties, will call upon us to exert ourfeivcs in 
procuring hy force what cannot be had upon jud and rcafon- 
ahle terms. 


Addrefs hy the Ho:(fc 0/Commons lo his Afajejiy, *Jan, 22, 173 *' 


\ 


Moll; gracious Sovereign, 

TXTE, your Majeftv’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the 
Commons of ^icat Britain, in Parliament aifemblcd, 
beg leave to return ourifincere thanks for your MajcHy’s mod 
gracious fuceelj fiom the throne. 

We 
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^Ve cannot but in gratitude acknowledge your Majefty's 
goidnofs, in endeavoui ing to have the conditions'of the treaty" 
ol fceville tuifillcd and executed in fuch manner as might belt 
fccire a general pacification, and be conforfliable to your cn- 
gag^ents with yo\ir allies. 

Antn'T/ift.of a jiilt fenfe of lh% bleflings Ave enjoy, wc think 
it our dutyno declare our entire confidence in your royal care 
and concern for the honour and intcrell of your people, and 
our pes:jit;dt reliance upon t^oiir Majelly’b widiom and julticei 
in doingxjjory thing that (hall depend upon you to prt)cme the 
fatisfactioirtiite^o your allies, by fuili means as lhall be the 
moll delirable, or’^is^ they prove incdlelual, by fuch as lhall be 
abfoluicly’neccflary. 

We are firmly icfolvtd to continue nur utmoft zeal and 
vigour in fupport of your Majcdy, and your engagemeuts i 
citeeming this the lealt part of our duty, when we conlider, 
that thofc engagements are the effciSl of your vigilance for the 
welfare of your j'uhjedts. • 

Wc affiirc your Majelly, that we will give all pofTible dif- 
patch to the public bulincfs" as it lhall from time to lime bo 
brought before us, that, as your people feel the happinefs of 
your reign, fo your Majefty may fc(' the cafe of it; ancl, from 
a dutiful regard to your honour andAlignity, and a jull concern 
for the true interefi of our cou^y, w'hich we lhall always 
look upon as indifpcnfablc ancjniifeparable obligations, w'C 
have the greateft fatisfadlion in alfining )our Majefty, that we 
will, with all checrfulncfs, grant fuch Tupplies as lhall be nc-* 
ceiTary for the fervice of,the enfuing year, and cifedlually 
enable your Majefty to make good your engagements with youf 
allies. 

Your Majefly’s goodness to your people is very apparent in 
your avoiding to bring any unnecelfary burthens upon them ; 
and it is tlic lead return we can make for it, to affure your 
Majefly* that, in cafe the circumftaiices of public affairs ihaU 
oblige you to alk the further advice and afliilance of your 
faithful Commons, Ave will, upon every ocv^alion, difeharge 
our duty to your Majefty, and thofc we reprefent, Avith that 
cheerfnlncfs and aftedlion Avhich become a iiritifh Houfe of 
Commons, tender and jealous of the honour of the crown^ 
careful and folicitous for the glory and profperity of the king-» 
doni, 


Kr 




VoL. J, 
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Hl^MajeJifs Anfwer^ January 25, 1731. l< 

f 

Gentlemen, ^ 

I RETURN you ray hearty thanks for this dutiful and I^ yal 
addrefs. The zeal and afl^dion you exprefs fo/jj^ and 
the alfurances you have given me of enabling me toClpake good 
ray engagements w ith my allies, w'ill, 1 am perfuaded, have 
a very good eifedf at this critical and important conjundpre. 


His Majeji/s mojl gracio us Spe echf i'lay “J, 173I1. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IT is a great plcafurc to me, that, at the clofc of thisfenion 

of Parliament, I am able to aoquaint you, that the hopes I 
had conceived, and given yon, of feeing very fuddenly a happy 
period pul to the t«'onb!cs and diforders w'hich had been fo long 
apprehended, arc now, by the treaty ligned at Vienna, anfwercd 
and accompliihcd. 

A projed of a conven/ion betwixt the Emperor and the 
raaritime powers, for accommodating the differences and dif- 
putes that were fubfidYnu, having been formed, the treaty 
is concluded, and figned byVne, and the Emperor, and is now 
under the confuleration of States General, the forms of 
that government not admitting a previous concert in a nego¬ 
tiation ot this nature ; and, as this treaty principally regards 
the execution of the treaty of Seville, it is likewife communi¬ 
cated to the courts of P'ranee and Spain, as parties to the treaty 
of Seville; and 1 have jufl received advice, that the ratifica¬ 
tions between me and the Emperor ^re exchanged. 

The conditions and engagements which 1 have entered into 
upon this occalion, are agreeable to that nccelfary concern 
which this nation mull always have for the fecurity and pre- 
fervation of the halan».c of power in Europe ; and, as the un¬ 
certain and violent (late of aff'airs to which Europe was reduced, 
and the mifehitf: of an immediate general war, which began 
to be thought unavoidable, arc now removed, this happy turn, 
duly improved, with a jufl regard to our former alliances, which 
it fh'all be my care to preferve, gives us a favourable profpeft 
of feeing the public tranquillity re-cflablilhed. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I return you my thijnks for the efteftual fupplies which you 
have granted me for thtl^feivice of the prefent year, and for the 
proper difpofition you have made of the public funds^ tow'ards 

Icflening 



leffcning and difcharging the national dbbf* The remarkable 
ditoatch and unanimity which you have fhewn«at this critical 
juodurc, has added very much to the credit and weight di 
yoir proceedings; and you fhall find as great a readiiiefs on 
m)\part to eafe the burdens of my people> as foon as the cir- 
cunmancc: and fituation of affairs will admit of it, as you 
have flidVfA to raife the fupplies neceflary for the fervice of 
the public. 

Jirlj^Lords and Gentlemen, 

I hope> at your rettirn into the country, you will find all 
attempts to fpirit of difeontent among my people, by 

iinjuft clamours anurtr-if.'C|/..;fcntations, vain and ineffcflual; 
All malicious infintfaiions, to the prejudice of my mcafures, 
mufl furcly vanifh, when it fhall appear, that my firfl and 
principal care has been for the intcreft and honour of this 
kingdom. Let it be your endeavour to remove all groundlefs 
jealoufies and apprehcnlions, that the fatisf^dion of the nation 
may be as general as it is my earn&fl defire that their happi- 
nefs may be: let all my people, let all orders of men, enjoy 
quietly and unenvied the rights, privileges, and indulgences, 
which by law they are entitled to ; let no innovations diAurb 
any part-of my fubjeds in the polfoiliAn of their legal property: 
let all that are '/.ealoiis in fupport ^ne and my government par* 
take in common the benefits of t^prefent happy eflablilhment; 
and let your good-will to one another be as extenfive as my 
prQtedlion, which all my good and faithful fubjc6ls have an 
equal right to, and may equally depend upon. 


And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’s com- 

^mund, fuid. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

iT is his Majefty’s royal will and pleafurc, that this Parlia- 
ment be prorogued to Tuefday, the twenty-feventh day of 
July next, to be then here held: ‘and this Parliament is accor¬ 
dingly prorogued to Tuefday, the twenty-feyenth day of July 
next. 


i 

His Majejiy's moft grachus Speech t 'January 13, 1732. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is a great pleafure to me that I am able to acquaint you, 
that the expeftations which I have time to time given 
you, of feeing the general tranquillitji^f Europe reftored and 
eftablifhed, are now fully anfwercd. 

R r a The 
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The ftiarc of crcdlf and influence wliich the crown of Great 
Britain has had in bringing about this difficult anddefira de 
•work, and ■which redounds To much to the honour and intexft 
of this nation, atf it is univerfally confefled abroad, wil), I 
am confident, he agreeable to my people, and acknowledged 
■with gratitude by you. *' 

It is well known, that, from the time of confeltiding the 
quadruple iilliauec, the foverai courts of Europe have been 
employed in finding means to execute what the pc'ncipal 
powers had agreed to, tor the lucceffion ot Tufi.any and 
Parma in favour of an infant of Spain; but the yj^^Ioiis jarring 
and contending intcrefls, hard to be reconijifed and united, in 
eft'edtnaiing a point of fo mUL'Tl lltipfc'-^ance, the‘extended 
views and hopes of obtaining, on every fide, further advan¬ 
tages, and the natural jcahnilics and dillnills arifing among 
the Icveral powers concerned from I'uch oppoiitc principles and 
ptirpofes, had kept in fiifpenfe, and unexecuted, what the 
court of Spain hfd very much at heart, and.occalioned fuch 
troubles and dilhirbancts, ns cmbarraflTed tlie affairs of Europe 
for many years, and particularly affeded the intcrefts of this 
nation. 

You fiavc from lime to time been informed of the different 
nteafurcs and negoiiatidnst that have on all (ides beett carrying 
on during this long lmfet^q•d (late of affairs; and you have 
t'uabltd me to pcifeverc in xaainJainiiig the rights and poiref- 
fions of tills kingdom, and in preferving the peace and balance 
of J'luri'pc. 

*^1 he preliminary articles, ai.d tjie fubfeqncnt tranfadlons 
ihereupon, not anfweiing the expedations of the court of 
Spain, and crpating a cooljicfs and dillatisfadion among the 
coulrading parlies of the firft treaty of Vienna, laid the 
lonndation of the' treaty of Seville, and thereby dilfolved that 
union, 'v\hich bail raiild fo many apprehenfions, and fo long 
alarmed the woild. 

'I'lic execution of the treaty of Seville was the great diffi¬ 
culty that flill remained ; add this, nnfurmountablc as it was 
thought, I havcv by your fupport, and by the confidence you 
r(pofv.d in me, been able to twercomc by jiilf and honourablo 
treaties, without coming to extremities, and without the 
ha'^aul ar<d expenfe of a g<,.neral rupture, or kindllog ^ war iq 
gny part of Europe. 

Barma and Placentia arc now in the adual poffcffion of the 
infant Don Carlos ; the fix thonfand Spaniards are quietly ad¬ 
mitted and quartered tin the duchy of Tufeany, to fecure, by 
the exprefe confent an». agreement of the Great Duke, the 
reverfion of his dominions j and a family convention is made 

between 



( ) 

between the courts of Spain and Tnfcanf, for prtferving peace 
aiid friendfliip between thofe two houfes during ;hc life of the 
Grjat Duke. 

.for perfeding and finifliing this tedioue work, conduded 
through a ferles of infinite changes and viciditudes, and en¬ 
cumbered with all the different t-iews of intercll and ambition, 
I conclilrleJ the late treaty of Vienna ; wherein I have en¬ 
tered into no engagements contrary to former treaties, or 
tendiog either to aggrandize or reduce the power or wciiiht 
of any potentate; calculated purely for preferving a due ba¬ 
lance, and to avoid fuch confulion as new changes and con- 
vulfions, upon fv/iirc events, \vould unavoidably create, and 
wherein Great Britain. could never ftaiid by and be an idle 
fpedator. ^ 

When this fliall be duly confidcred, and it lhall be feen* 
that the wounds which have been long bleeding arc entirely 
healed, groundlefs jealoulies will ceafe, ill humours will fub- 
llde, and peace and good harmony return if)gethcr; all diffi¬ 
dence and diJh'uft, the natural elfcft of repeated delays, art¬ 
fully inftilled, and indufk-ioiifly improved and aggravated, 
w'ill be removed, and mutual fatisfaifion be the coniequeuce. 
of the puntSlual and effcdual performance of all engagements 
on our fnlc: which will ever be rcmottibercd with tueat regard 
and honour to this crown and nj^ion, and leave an indirpen- 
fablc obligation upon thofe tha^rc immediately concerned to 
make fuch returns as honour and juflicc call tor and demand. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

The eftimates for the *fei vice of the cm rent )car fiiall he 
prepared and laid before you; which you will obferve to be 
eonlidcrably Icfs than thofe of former years. It is a pleafiue 
to me to give cafe to m^ fubjeds, henever. the welfare of the 
public will admit of it. You have leen the happy tlfeds of 
your former zeal and refolution ; fuccefs has attended my inca- 
fures, and you reap the fruit of my endeavours and your con¬ 
fidence in me ; and it mull be « faiisfadiun to you to reflcd, 
that all the expenfes you have lately madepire amply recoin- 
penfed by preventing and avoiding far greater. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

This happy fituation of affairs, I promife myfclf, will 
infplrc you all with fuch temper and unanimity, and fuch a 
fcafonable zeal for the public good, as becomes a Parliament, 
fenfiblc of the great blcflings they enloy. The duty and the 
affedions of my fubjeds are all the ^.Turn 1 defire for my pa¬ 
ternal love and concern for them. * My gpvernment.has no 
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fecurity but what is £qually conducive to your happinefs and 
to the prote£tion of my people; and your profperity has no 
foundation but in the defence and fupport of my govetltment: 
our fafety is mutuid^ oUr interellsare infeparabk. 


Addrefs by the Houfe Commonsy Jan* 14» 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s meft duti^l and loyal fubj^s, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliameu'i'‘a{rembled, 
beg leave to return your Majefty our mof^dmblc thanks for 
your moft gracious fpeech from the throne^ 

It is the highert fatisfa6lion to your faithful Commons, to 
Ice the general tranquillity of Europe reftored and re-efta- 
bliflied by your Majefty’s credit and influence, which refledfs 
the greateft glory to the Britiili crown, and, of confcqticnce, 
to the Britifh naticyi, the honour and intcreft of which arc al¬ 
ways mutual and infeparabk. 

We arc fully perfuaded, that the treaties your Majefty has 
entered into were made with no other view than to preferve 
the balance of power in Europe, and fecure tlie pofl'eilions of 
the crown of Great Britaijp, and all the rights and privileges 
we are entitled to ; and we a*iknowledge, wdth gratitude, your 
Majefty’s w'ifdom and goodnoflj, in procuring for us all thele 
advantages without the expenfe and hazards of a war. 

We arc very fcnfible of the many ditflcultics your Majefty 
laboured under in bringing this great and glorious work to fo 
happy a conclufiou. The many ohftaclcs, ariflng from va¬ 
rious preteniions and jealoiilies, duiiiig the cotirfe of thefe 
tranfadlions, iinfurmountable as they have been thought, are, 
by your Majefty’s' ftcadinefs and prudence, entirely removed \ 
and at a time when a war feemed unavoidable, the fettkment 
of the fucceflion of Don Carlos to the ftates of Tufeany and 
Parma has been peaceably accompHfhcd, and the general 
tranquillity of Europe prefeiVcd by the wxight and credit of 
your Majefty’s negotiations. 

Thus has your Majefty exficated, not only this nation, but 
all Europe, out of the uncertain (late we for many years la¬ 
boured under, and that by means moft honourable to your 
Majefty, coniilleiit with all former engagements, and without 
the kaft injury to any prince or power in Europe. 

And we humbly alfure your Majefty, that, having the trueft 
fenfe of the many bleftings we have enjoyed during the courfe 
of your Majefty’s reign,\and how much our prefent happinefs 
is owing to your, paternal love and care for your people, we 

wiUf 
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Vvill, with the greateft cheerfulnefs, grand the neccfTary fiipplicS 
for the fervicc of the current year; and your Majedy will al¬ 
ways find fuch returns of duty and gratitude from us, as the 
beft of kings may expeft from the moft loyal fubjcQs, fully 
convinced, that the only end of your Majelly’s aufpitious go • 
vernment is the protedion and^rofperity of your people. 


• ^ His Majejifs y^pfwer^ January 17, 1732. 
Gentlemen, 

r RETURN you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal addrefs* 
^ 1 make no doubt of the continuance of your duty, af- 

fedion, and confidence in me; and you will always find, that 
all my views tend‘to the honour, interell, and fccurity, of my 
crown and people. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons to his AfajeJlyt May lO, 17$2* 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons of Great Britain,^in Parliament aifembled^ 
having taken into our conlidc^tion the great colledion ot 
valuable records belonging to^jftiis nation, and the neceftity of 
tranfmitting them down fafe and entire for the ufe of our pof- 
terity, humbly beg leave to reprefent to your Majcfty the ftate 
in which we found them, together with the inconveniences 
that may arife from their remaining in their prefent fituation. 

A great part of the Cottonian library, with the variety of 
cuiious and ufeful matters therein contained, has, notwith- 
ilanding the late fire df Afliburnham Houle, by the great dili¬ 
gence and attention of the truftccs, been preferved; and that 
the public may not, for want of due care, be gradually de¬ 
prived fd fo noble and generous a benefadion, we beg leave 
to recomtr.. tm! it, in the moft particular manner, to youjf 
Majcfty*' - ^-nlideration, favour, and protedjon. 

The Icvcral places afligned for the prefervation of all thefc 
ineftimable monuments of antiquity are too narrow and con¬ 
fined for their reception, and fome of them in a very ruinous 
and dangerous condition. 

We find alfo fome records not depofited In their proper of¬ 
fices, but either remaining in private hands, or in places not 
aftigned for public records, nor under the care of any Rated 
officer. . 

Rr4 Nor 
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Nor has the anciett method of removing records from tli« 
offices wherejn they are originally formed to fiich places rs 
are appointed to preferve them been duly obferved, chiefly for 
want of ro^mi iii the prefent offices allotted for their re¬ 
ception. 

Cireat inconvi nitneies liavcfarifen to the inquirers aficr this 
tifeful knowledge, not only from thefe difficulties,, out alfo 
from the midilhnguilhed and confnfcd manner in which fomc 
of the records of this kingdom have been kept, there being 
fio general calendars, or indexes, to the whole ; whith, with 
proper encouragement, may be completed by perfons of fkill 
and ability, and would probably bring to light many material 
remains of antiquity, which, from the difficulty of accefs, have 
long lain unknown and nrgledled. x 

'I'hc prefent fliort inquiry, imperfect as Is, has produced 
an inllancc of this, hy dircovering amongll tho ancient records, 
that diredtions for works of this kind have been formerly given 
by your Majefty’s royal picdccclfors. 

Yoiir faithful Cdmmoift beg leave further humbly to reprefent 
to ycur Majclly, that, as the public intereft is concerned in 
providing more fccure and decent rcpiditorics for the records of 
this kingdom, fo the public faith is engaged for the better re- 
ceptioM-and prel'crv^tion the Cottonian library, fogencroully 
given for the public fcr\icc.\ 

And as there is at preicnt or no allowance to the keeper 
of the faid library, we humbly iubinit it to your Majelty’s 
conflderation, whether, if a pi'ojH-r and leafonablc llipeiul were 
granted to him, it w'oiikl not engage him to perform his duty 
with greater care and diligence. 

Having thus, with the greatcll humility, laid the flatc of the 
records of this kingdom, and of the Cottonian library before 
yonr Majefty, we alfure ourl. ives, than"! will be entirely agree¬ 
able to your Majelly's gi.u ions difpolition to tranfinit to future 
ages thele monuments .uul remains of antiijuity, fo necefl'ary 
and nfctul to tiu knowledge and prefervation of our excellent 
copflitution, which we ho[>e will go down to poflciiiy, together 
with the family under wliich it now flourilhes, as infcparable 
and perpetual blcllings to this nation. 

Your faithful Commons do therefore moft humbly bcfeech 
your Majefly, that you will be gracioully plcafcd to give 
fuch directions as your Majefty in your great wifdora fhall 
think fit, tor the better leception and more convenient ufe of 
the public records of this kingdom, and of the Cottonian 
library. 

And wc beg leave furiher to affiirc your Majefty, that what¬ 
ever extraordinary expenfes arc incurred by thediredlions your 

Majefty, 
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t ajcfty, In your great wifdom, (hall tli 4 nk fit to give on this 
Gallon, fliall, with great cheerfulnefs and unawinniy be pro¬ 
vided for, and made good by your f-itliful Commons. 


./Kf MajeJ}ys moji gracious Speech, June i, 1732. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“^OLJ having now difpatshcd all tlie public biifincfs that it 
was pradlicable for you to go through with at prefent, and 
the fcafon of the year being fo far advanced, I believe it will 
not be difagreeabfe to you, that I give you an opportunity of 
retiring into the co^nry, by putting an end to this fellion of 
Parliament. y 

It is unnecclTa^for me to reprefent to yon the happy Hate 
and fituation of public affairs, botli at home and abroad. You 
mull all be fenfible of uhat is univerfally feen and felt In the 
full enjoymentiof a general peace. , The concurrence of the 
States General in the late treaty of Vienna has pcrfc6lcd the 
efinbiiflmicnt of the public tranquillity, as far as human pru¬ 
dence can forefee or provide ; and a faithful obfervance and 
execution of the treaties and alliances pow fubfifling among the 
fcveral princes and powers of Ku”opc, free from groundlcfs 
jcaloulics, and void of all ambiti^Ais views, will be the moft 
effectual means to continue and preferve ilicfe blcllings to us. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I return you my thanks for the provifions you have made for 
the defence and fecurity of the kingdom, and for carrying on 
the fervice of the current year. It is a great fatisfadion to 
me, to fee you have turned your thoughts towards raifing the 
necellary fiipplies by fucH methods as may be the leafl burthen- 
fome to my people ; and as this cannot but be received in the 
country as a moll grateful and acceptable fervice, 1 hope it 
will encourage you to purfue fuch meafurcs for the future, as 
may, on all occalions, render the fupplies that lhall be nccelfary 
as equal and eafy as is polfible. • 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It being nccelfary for me to vifit my German dominions this 
year, 1 have determined to leave the Queen, Regent here, 
during my abfcnce ; and I doubt not but it will be your endea¬ 
vours to make the government as eafy to her, as, I am con¬ 
fident it will be her care, by a jufl and prudent adminidration, 
to deferve your duty and regard. I recommend to you all, in 

your 
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fcveral ftations, th ftudy and confult the prefervation of th". 
peace and qutct of the kingdom. 


And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’^i com¬ 
mand^ faid. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

YT is his Majelly’s royal will and pleafure, that this Parliament 
be prorogued to I'hiirfday, the twenty-feventh day of July, 
to be then here held : and this ParUament is accordingly pro* 
rogued to Thurfday, the twenty-feventh day of July next. 


His Majijiy's mojl gracious Speech, ^amwy x6, 1733 * 

•My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is a great faflsfadLon to me, that the pferent fituation of 
aifairs, both, at home and abroad, makes it unnecelfary for 
me to lay before you any other rcafons for my calling you to¬ 
gether at this time, but the ordinary difpatch of the public 
•bufinefs ; and that I ma,y have an opportunity of receiving your 
advice upon fuch affairs as may occur to you, and fliall require 
the care and confideratiun of »’?,arliamcnt. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I will order the proper ofiicers to lay before you the eftimates 
for the fcrvice of the current year ;-and I make no doubt but 
that you will, with the fame chccrfulncfs as I have always ex¬ 
perienced in you, effedhially raife fuch fupplies as you fhall 
judge necclUuy tor the honour, faf'ty, and defence of the 
kingdom ; and I cannot but recommend it to you, as a con- 
fidcration worthy the Commons of Great Britain, that in all 
your deliberations, as well upon raifing the annual fupplies, as 
the diilribution of the public^,revenues, you purfue fuch mea- 
fures as vs ill molt conduce to the prefent and future eafe of 
thofc you repreftnt. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Yoti miifl be fenliblc that it is very defirablc to give all pofli- 
ble difpatch to the public buftnefs ; and that nothing can give 
more weight and credit to all your rcfolutions, than to avoid 
unrcafouable heats and animofities, and not to fuffer yourfelves 
to be diverted, by any fpecious pretences, from Ileadfaftly pur- 
fuing the true iaterclU of your country : let that be your firfl 
1 and 
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principal care, and the people will Mb fcnfible of tlic bene¬ 
fits they lhall receive fronnt your wifdom and fefolution, in 
preferring their eale and the public good to all other con- 
liderations. • 


irefs by the Houfe of Commons, fanuary 17, 1733. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

.your Majefty’s ntaft dutiful and loyal fubjcdls, the 
^ Coiiunons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfembled, 
humbly beg leave to return your Majclly our mort finccre and 
hearty thanks for J^ur molt gracious fpcech from the throne. 

The fituatiun otVaifairs, both at home and abroad, gives 
your faitlrtul Comj/ons the highefi fatisfaftion, and fills their 
hearts with the jjfecpeft fenfc of gratitude to your Majefty ; 
being fully fcnfiMle that the prefent happinefs we enjoy is the 
entire efFc£l of your Majefty’s wifdom and refolution. 

Such fupplics* as fliall be neceifary for the honour, fafety, 
and defence of your Majefty and your kingdom, ftiall cheer¬ 
fully and efte£tually be raifed hy your faithful Commons, with 
all pollible duty to yotir Majefty, aud a juft regard and concern 
for thofe we reprefent. ^ 

We alfo beg leave to alFure your Majefty, that in all our 
deliberations, as well in raifing tf.: fupplics, as in thediftribu- 
tion of the public revenues, wo will purfue fuch ineafures as 
will moft coniliice to the prefent and future cafe of our fellow 
fubjedls ; and fuch as, agreeably to your Majefty’s known 
goodnefs, and gracious intentions towards your people, and the 
conftant endeavours of your faithful Commons, lhall be con- 
fifteiit with the honour and juftice of Parliament, and with the 
trade, intereft, and lib^jies of the nation. 

That our proceedings may carry w'ith them the weight and 
credit which ought always to attend the refolutions of the Com¬ 
mons of Great Britain, and that the ncccftary difpatch may be 
given to the public buiinefs, we v^ill ufe our utmoft endeavours 
to avoid all unreafonable heats and animofities; nor fufl'er our- 
felves to be diverted, by any fpccious prctcnce^whatfocvcr, from 
fteadfaftly purfuing the true intereft of our country, which, in 
purfuance of your Majefty’s moft gracious recommendation 
from your great example, and our own indifpenfablc duty, 
ftiall, upon all occafions, be our firft and principal care. 


His 
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Mh MojfJly^s Anfwery January 22, 1733- 
Gentlcmcn, , 

T RETURN you my thanks for thefc dutiful afTiirances of 
^ your zeal and aft'edion for. me; and 1 make no do ibt but 
that.your refolutions to piirfuc fiicli mcafures as will mofl: con¬ 
duce to the cafe and true intercfl of all my fubjefts, will as 
effedually recommend you to the good opinion and eftcem of my 
people, as they are acceptable to me. 


MeJJage from his Majejly to the Houfc of Com. n§ns, May%, I733» 
George Rex. 

TTIS Majcfty having received from the PrinC; of Orange pro- 
pofals for a treaty of marriage between the Princefs Royal 
and the faid Princ*^; and his MajcRy having been pleaftd fa¬ 
vourably to accept the inrtnnccs made by the Prince, his High- 
nefs has fent over a mini (ter, inftrudfed and authorifed with 
full powers to treat of and conclude the articles of marriage ; 
lus MajcHy has therefore thought it proper to communicate this 
important affair to this Uuufe ; and as he makes no doubt but 
this marriage will be to the general fatisfadlion of all his good 
fubjedts, he promifes himfcll'the concurrence and afliftancc of 
this Houfe, in enabling him to give fiich a portion to his cldcR 
daughter, as fliali be fuilable to the prefent occafion, and may 
contiibutc towards fi.ppoiting with honour and dignity an alli¬ 
ance that will tend I'o much to the further fecurity of the pro- 
tcflant fucccllion to the crown of tlicfe realms, and to the prO’ 
tcflant inleveft in Europe. 


AiUreJi hy the Houfc of Commons, Alay 8, 1733* 

Mof> gracious Sovereign, « 

Xl^E,.your Mi!.jefl;/s mod dutiful and loyal fnbjedls, the 
Commons of Gicat Jirituin, in Parliament alfcmbled, 
return your Majcfly our molt dutiful thanks for being gra- 
cioufly pleafed to communicate to ns your royal intentions of 
concluding a marriage between the Princefs Royal and the 
Prince of Orange. 

The happy profpedl of feeing this alliance entered into and 
concluded, with a Prince whofe family has always diitinguilhcd 
itfclf in fupport of the pmtcltant religion, and in dclcnce of the 
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*tbcrtics of Europe, gives us the greatclf fatisfadion : wc i«- 
iflember, with gratitude, the great and infinite •benefits pro¬ 
cured to this nation by that illuftrious houfe ; and we cannot 
but promife ourfelves a further fecurity to the proteUant fuc- 
ceflion^to the crown of thefe realms, from the renewal of that 
union ^hich gave birth to, and*laid the foundation of this in- 
eflimable blcHing. 

And we beg leave to afliire your Majefty, that to demonftrate 
our thity. zeal, and affedion to your .Majefty, and to tcftifjr 
the jull mnfc we have of the lingular merits and eminent vir¬ 
tues of the Princefs Royal, we will enable your Majclly to give 
her fuch a portioiMs may conduce to her future happinefs, and 
to the fupporting Im royal highnefs with honour and dignity. 


His i^'lajejiy's Anfwery May lO, 1733. 


Gentlemen, ^ 

T CilVE you my thanks for this new'inftance of your duty and 
^ affedion : notliing can be more acceptable to me than your 
great readinefs in complying with this demand, and the perfonid 
regard you have flicwn to me and my family. 


His Majcjlys moji gracioui Speech^ June 13, I 733 » 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^T^HE feafon of the year,* and the difpatch you have given to 
the public bufinefs, make it proper for me to put an end to 
this felfion of Parliament. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,’ 

I return you my thanks for the provilionsyou have made for 
the fervice of the current year: I have never demanded any 
fupplies of my people, but what^ were abfolutcly neceflary for 
the honour, fafety, and defence of me and my kingdom ; and 
1 am always bed pleafed when the public exp£nfes are fupplied 
in a manner Icaft burdenfome to my fubjeds. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I cannot pafs by unobferved the wicked endeavours that have 
lately been made ufe of to inflame the minds of the people, and 
by the moft unjuft mifreprefentations, to raife tumults and 
diforders that almoft threatened the peace of the kingdom : but 
1 depend upon the force of truth to r^ove the groundlefs jea- 
loufics that have been raifed, of defigns carrying on againft the 
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liberties of my peoplE; and upon your known fidelity, to de^ 
feat and fruftratc the expe^ations of fuch as delight in conf|i> 
iion. It is my inclination, and has always been my ftudy, to 
preferve the religious and civil rights of all my fubjeiSls : let it 
be your care to undeceive the deluded, and to make them fen- 
iibVe of their prefent happinefe; and the hazard they'run of 
being unwarily drawn, by fpecious pretences, into their own 
deilrufiion. 


And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’s com¬ 
mand, faid, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

JT is his Majerty’s royal will and pleafiirc, that this Parlia¬ 
ment be prorogued to Thurfday, the twent^-fixtli day of July 
next, to be then here held : and this Parliamci't is accordingly 
prorogued to Thurfday, the twenty-fixth day of July next. 


His Afajeji/s mojigracious Speech^ January 17, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'T'JHE war which is now begun and carried on againfi the 
Emperor with fo much vigour, by the united powers of 
France, Spain, and Sardinia, is become the objedl of the care 
and attention of all Europe; and though 1 am no ways en¬ 
gaged in it, and have had no part, pxcept by my good offices, 
in thofe iranVadlions which have been declared to be the princi¬ 
pal canfos and motives of it, I cannot fit regardlefs of the pre- 
fent events, or be wnconccriied for the future confequcnces of a 
war, undertaken and fupported by fo powerful an alliance. 

It ever any occafion required more than ordinary prudence 
gnd circumfpciSlion, the prefi-nt calls upon us to ufe ourutmoft 
precaution not to determine too hallily upon fo critical and 
important a conjundiire ; but to confider thoroughly what the 
honour and dignity of my crown and kingdoms, the true inte- 
refi of my people, and the engagements we are under to the 
fevcral powers we arc in alliance with, may, in jullice and 
prudence, require of us. 

1 have therefore thought it proper to take time to examine 
the fads allcdged on both Tides, and to wait the refuh of the 
councils of thofe powers that are more nearly and immediately 
interelted in the confequences of the war ; and to concert with 
thofe allies who are undc^r the fame engagements with me, and 
have not taken part in the war, more particularly the States 
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vGencral of the United Provinces, fuch «nearurcs as fliall b« 
thought moft advifeable for our common fafety^ and for re- 
Aoring the peace of Europe. 

The refolutions of the BritiAi Parliamint, in fo nice a 
jun£l\ire, are of too great moment not to be carefully attended 
to, and impatiently expefted by^11, and not lead by ihofe who 
will hope to take advantage from your determination, whatever 
they (hall be, and to turn them to the prejudice of this king¬ 
dom.* It rauft therefore |)e thought molt fafc.and prudentf 
thoroughly to weigh and confider all circumllanccs, before we 
come to a final determination. 

As I fliall ha^, in my confidcrations upon this great and 
important affair, tf» ftridtell regard to the honour of niy crown, 
and the good of mj^eople, and be governed by no other views, 
1 can malce no d(^t but that 1 may entirely depend on the 
fnpport and alMance of my Parliament, without expofing 
myfelf, by any^recipitate declarations, to fuch inconvenien- 
cies as ought, as far as pofTible, to be avoided. 

In the mean time, 1 am perfuaded’you will make fuch pro- 
vifions as fhall fecure iny•kingdoms, rights, and polfefliuns, 
from'all dangers and infults, and maintain the refped due to 
the Britifh nation. Whatever part it may, in the end, be moll 
reafonablc for us to aft, it will in all fiews be necellary, when 
all Europe is preparing for arms, to put oiirfelves in a proper 
pofture of defence. As this w'ill bell preferve the peace of the 
kingdom, fo it will give us a due weight and influence in what¬ 
ever meafurcs we fhall take in conjunftion with our allies : 
but fliGuld the defence of the nation not be furticiently provided 
for, it will makeusdifregarded abroad, and may prove a temp¬ 
tation and encouragement to the defperate views of tljofe whd 
never fail to Hatter themfclvcs with the hopes of great advan¬ 
tages from public troubl#^ and difurders* 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I fliall order the eftimates to be laid before you of fuch {cr- 
vices as require your prefent ant^immediate care. The aug¬ 
mentation which will be propofed for the fc^ fervice, will bd 
very confiderable ; but I am confident it will be thought by yod 
reafonable and neceflary. I muft particularly recommend to 
your care the debt of the navy, which has every year been laid 
before you : but from the prefent circumftances of the times, 
I believe you will think it now requires f<»me provrfion to be 
made for it; which cannot well be longer poflponed, without 
mar^feft detriment to the public fervice. 

As thefe extraordinary charges and expenfesare unavoidable, 
{ make no doubt but you will cfFeftually raife the fupplies ne- 
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ceflary for defraying (ff them, with that readincfs and difpatclu 
and with that jnft regard to the true intcrcft of my peoplfe, 
which this Parliament has hithcito (hewn upon all occafions* 

My Lords an^ Gentlemen, ^ 

It is at all times to be wilhed* that the bufinefs of Parliament 
might be carried on free from heats and animofities ; and with 
that temper which becomes the juftice and wifdom of the 
nation : at this time it is more particularly to be defired^ that 
this felTion may not be protracted by unnecefTary delays, when 
the whole kingdom feems prepared for the election of a new 
Parliainent; an event which employs the aUention of all Eu¬ 
rope : and I am very well pleafed that thi^opportunity offers, 
of taking again the fenfe of my people, in uhe choice of a new 
reptcfcntaiivc; that the world may fee lioV nmch their true 
fentiments have been miftaken or mifrepref^^ted : thofe who 
fee and hear only at a diftance, may cafily be^‘'n-.pofed upon ; 
and from thence ci^nceivc falfe hopes or fears \ but I am con- 
iident a little time will tffedtually remove all groundicfs fui*- 
mif s : and it will be found that Grear Britain is always ready 
to adt that part which the honour and intcrcft of the nation calls 
upon them to undertake. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commonsy January i8, 1734. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

WK> your Majefty’s moft dntifjiil and loyal fiibjedls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfcmblcd, 
beg leavi?'to return your Majefty our humbleft thanks for your 
moft gracious fpcech from the throne, Wc are truly fenfiblc 
of your Majefty’s' goodnefs, and licaiV* with the deepeft fenfe 
of gratitude, the concern you are pleafed to exprefs for the 
war unhappily begun in Europe; and acknowledge, with the 
bigheft futisfaiftion, this new proof your Majefty has given 
ns of your great wifdom, in waiting, at this nice and critical 
juntftufe, the refuk of the councils of thofe powers who are more 
nearly and immediately intereilcd intheconfcrpiencesof this war, 
beft>re your Majefty makes any final determination for your own 
condud^; not wondering that the fame prudence and precau¬ 
tion, the fame concern andcircumfpedtion that have guided and 
diredted every ftep hitherto taken in your Majefty’s happ^ and 
aufpicious reign, fhould now induce you to take time to exa nine 
the fadls alledged on both ftdes, and to concert with thofe a/ics 
who are under the fame engagements with your Majefty, witi;- 
out having taken part in the war, particularly the States Gene'* 
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S I of the United Provinces, fuch meafutcs as fhall be thought 
oft advifeable for the common fafety, and for reftoring the 
peace of Europe. 

That your Majefty, in all your tranfaftiofts in this great and 
important affair, will have the ftrideft regard to the honour and 
dignity of your crown and kingdom, and to the true intcreft of 
your people, is what not only your Majefty’s royal affurances, 
but our happy experience of all your Majefty’s paft >condu£i, 
leave‘us no room to doubt.* 

And as we have an entire confidence in your Majefty’s judg¬ 
ment to difeern, and folicitude to procure the welfare and 
interefts of your fi^bje£ls, fo your Majefty may depend upon 
the effectual fuppori and ready alliftancc of your faithful Com¬ 
mons, in all fuch mjafurcs as your Majefty ftiall find it necef- 
fary to enter into,, for attaining and fecuring thefe great ends. 

And we beg h^ave further to affure your Majefty, that your 
Commons will^ake fuchprovifion for the fafety of your king¬ 
doms, as the prefent fituation of affai/s and exigency of the 
times require ; fuch provifions as fliall eftcdually fecure your 
Majefty’s kingdoms, rights) and poffcftions, from all infults 
and dangers; as lhall preferve the rcfpcdil due to the Britifti 
nation abroad, and guard its fafety at home ; that not the leaft 
encouragement may be given to the tiefperate views of thofe 
who never fail to flatter themfcivcs with hopes of fome advan¬ 
tages from public troubles and diforders, and of molcfting the 
infcparable interefts of your Majefty and your people. 

eftimates and demands as your Majefty fhall think fit 
to lay before your Commons for the public fervicc, fliall be 
\Timedialcly taken into our confidcration, and your Majefty 
rr,.iy depend on our known zeal for raifing fuch fupplies as 
fhall be neceffary and anfwerable to the prefcni circuiiiftances, 
with our ufual checrfulif^fs and approved fidelity, and a due 
regard both to the eafe and intereft of our fellow fubjefts. 

And that the public bulinefs may be difpatchcd with all pro* 
per expedition, and the prefent fejlion not protracted by any 
unneceffary delays, we will endeavour to avoid all heats and 
animofities, and to proceed with that unanimity which the 
juftice and prudence of your Majefty’s mild and wife govern¬ 
ment may expeCt and claim, and give weight to our delibera¬ 
tions, and maintain the dignity of Parliament. 


^'VOL. I. 


Hit 
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f-Vis^MajeJly^s i/infwer, yamary 22 , 1734- 
Gentlemen, 

{ RETURN you imy thanks for this very dutiful, afFe<Elionate, 
and loyal addrefs, and fur the confidence you repofe in me, 
which, you may be alTurcd, Ihill always be employed for the 
honour of my crown, and the true intereft of ray people. 


Mfjfage from his Mnjcjiy to the Hovje of Commons, 
March 28, 1734. 

GlorgeRex. 

TJlS Majefty very thankfully acknowledges the zeal and affec- 
tion which this Houfc has flicwn in the early difpatch they 
have already made in the neceflTary fupplics fc^ the public fer- 
vice, which his Majclty recommended to their 'iimmediate care 
at the opening of this fcllion. 

But the war which has broke out in Europe ftill unhappily 
continuing, his Majefty has nothing more at heart than to fee 
that flame extinguilheJ, and to avoid, if poflible, the engaging 
his fubjedls in the hazards and expenfe of a war; being, at the 
fame time, defirous neither to give any juft alarm to other 
iiations, nor to fubjc^l himfclf to any unprovoked infults. 

In this view, - Id to the end that his Majefty’s endeavours, 
in conjundVion with his allies, for procuring an accommoda¬ 
tion, may, in due time, have the defired effe£l, and that 
Majefty may be in a condition to make good fiich engagements, 
as honour, juftice, or prudence, may call upon him to fufil or 
contrat^, and that his kingdoms may not be left expofed to 
any dtl'peratc attempts, during fuch time as it may be impofli- 
ble for his. Majefty to have the immediate advice and alfiftance 
of his great cinmcil, upon any emergency ariling from the pre- 
fent pollure of Europe, which may nearly concern the intereft 
and fafcly of thefe kingdoms, bii= Majefty hopes that he ftiall be 
enabled and Cupported by his I’arliamcnt, in making fuch fur¬ 
ther augmentatioft of his forces, either by fea or land, as may 
be abfolutcly ncceflary for the honour and defence of his king¬ 
doms, and in concerting fuch meafures as the exigency of affairs 
may require; whatever expenfe (hall be thereby occafioaed, 
(hall be made in as frugal a manner as is poflible ; and an ac¬ 
count thereof fhall be laid before the next Parliament. 


His 
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’ His Majejiys mojigracious Speech, April i6,* 1734. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

J GIVE you my hearty thanks for the great difpatch you have 
given to the public bufinefs f and for the contidence you 
have repofed in me, for the honour and fccurity of my king-, 
dom ; fo fliort a fcllion, at fo critical and important a coniiinc- 
ture, con<^luded with fo much unanimity, and fo jud a regard 
for the true intered of the nation, will give great weight and 
credit to all our public tranfadions, and procure that refped 
and dependence up(3ji the great council of this nation, which, 
arc fo neceflary to fupport the honour and intcred of Great 
Britain, both at home and abroad. 

Gentlemen 0? the Houfe of Commons, 

I mud ac l Hw rf ^lcdge, in a particular manner, the zeal and 
read!nefs which you have fhewn, in rtiifingji in fo eifedluai a 
manner, the neceflary fupplies for the fervice of the year: the 
provifion you have made for paying off great part of tiie debt of 
the navy, a debt necelfarily and unavoidably inourred, and car¬ 
rying a higher intered than the old national debt; and which 
being at a difeount, increafed the charge and expenfe in all 
contradls of the navy and vi(!^\ualling, muit certainly be thought 
of Angular fervice to the public. • ^ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

time limited for the expiration of this Parllanient draw¬ 
ing near, I have refolved forthwith to iffuc my proclamation 
for the diffolving of it, and for calling a new Parliament, 
that the inconveniencics unavoidably attending a general elec¬ 
tion may be put an end^o as foon as poflibtc: but I (liould 
think myfelf incxcufeable if I parted with this Parliament 
without doing them the juftice to acknowledge the many fignaJ 
proofs they had given, through the courfe of feven years, of 
their duty, fidelity, and attachment to my perfon and govern¬ 
ment, and theif conftant regard to the true intercll of their 
country. 

The profperity and glory of my reign depend upon the affec¬ 
tion and happinefs of my people, and the happineis of my peo¬ 
ple upon my preferving to them all their legal rights and 
priviles/es, as eftablirticd under the prefent fettlement of th6 
crowiy in the protelfant line : a due execution and flridl obfer- 
vanu of the laws arc the heft and only fccurity both to fove- 
re'^ and fubjedf ; their intered is mutij^l and infeparable, and 
-aerefore their endeavours for the fupport of each other ought to 
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he cqnal and rcclpr^al; any infringement or encroachmeftf 
upon the rights of cither, is a ditninulion of the flrength of 
both ; which, kept within their due bounds and limits, make 
that juft balance which is neceflary for tiie honour and dignity 
of the crown, and for the proteftion and profperity gf the 
people: what depends upon me, (hall, on my part, be reli- 
gioufly kept and obferved : ancl I make no doubt of receiving 
the juft returns of duty and gratitude from them. 

1 muft, in a particular manner, recommend it to you, and 
from your known afFe«ftion, do cxj)e£l that you wil' ufe your 
beft endeavours to heal the unhappy divifions of the nation, 
and to reconcile the minds of all who truly and fincerely wifli 
the fafcty and welfare of the kingdom : it would be the greateft 
fatisfadion to me to fee a perfed harmony rcftored amongft 
them that have one and the fame principle at heart,* that there 
might be no diftindion, but of fuch as mcan^the fupport of our 
prcTent happy conftitution in church and ftatc, and fuch as wifti 
to fnbvert both : this is the only diftindion that ought to prevail 
ill this country, ^herc the intereft of king atid people is one 
and the fame, and where they cannot fubfift but by being fo. 
If religion, liberty, and property were never at any time more 
fuljy enjoyed, Viihout not only an attempt, but even the 
fhadow of a defign, to al^er or invade them, let not thefe facred 
names be made ufe of as artful and plaufible pretences to un¬ 
dermine the prefent eftablifliment, under which alone they can 
be fafe. 

I have nothing to will:, but that my people may not be mif- 
gnided: I appeal to their own confciences for my cond-.J,, 
and hope the providence of God will dired them in the choice 
of fuch reprefentatives as are moft fit to be trufted with the 
care and prefervation of the proteftant religion, the prefent 
eftablilhment, and all the religious a^'d civil rights of Great 
Britain. 


And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty^ com- 
^ \ mand, faid, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is his Majefty’s royal will and pleafure, that this Parlia¬ 
ment be prorogued to Tuefday, the fourteenth day of May 
next, to be then here held : and this Parliament is accordingly 
prorogued to Fuefday, the fourteenth day of May next. 
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Speech hy the Lord Chancellor^ January 23, 1735. 

My Lor(}$ and Gentlemen, * 

UISTMajefty hath commanded me to let you know, that he Is 
not pleafed to declare his rlafons for calling this Parlia¬ 
ment, till there be a Speaker of the Houfe of Commons; and 
therefore it is his Majefty’s pleafure, that you, Gentlemen of 
the Houfe;of Commons, in!me(liately repair to the place where 
the Commons ufually fit, and there chufe a fit perfon to be ybur 
Speaker \ and that you prefent him whom you fliall fo chufe, 
to his Majefty here, for his royal approbation, on Thurfday, 
the twenty-third of this month, at two of the clock. 




Speech by Onjlw, Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, 
January 7.'U IT 

May it pleafe your moft excellent Majcfiy, 

Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alTemblcd, 
have, in purfuance of your Majc fly’s direction, and ac¬ 
cording to their ancient right, procecdod to the cledion of one 
of their niembers, to be prefented to your Majefty, lor their 
Speaker, 

And their choice. Sir, has again fallen upon me for this 
important truft. 

. . iWoffice, Sir, which almoft in all times has been deemed 
too important and difficult fbr any perfon to undertake, with¬ 
out exprefting his fears and dread of not performing his duty 
in it, and of the State thereby receiving detriment through his 
inabilities. * ^ 

A caution. Sir, none can ufe better than they who have ex¬ 
perienced the difficulty ; nor your Majefty’s power of remitting 
your Commons to another choice, be better cxercifcd than 
where you, Sir, have experienced^ former infufficiency. 

My knowledge fuj^geftsthe one, uiy rear:, liie «■ icr. 

Both make it a matter of duty in me to be an a mblc fur >1 
to your Majefty. 

That, in grace to your faithful Commons, >our M i] -y 
will be pleaftd 10 fend them b3»,ii to reconlider what tl cy .c 
done, riid to make choice o*' for.,c other ycrlon or. i.<»s ex 
more ^oper than 1 am for their fcrvicc, and your loyal .irpr*)- 
bationu 
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Then the Iiord Chancellor, receiving dire£lions from his 

Majefly, faid, 

Mr. Ok SLOW, « 

TJTlS Majefty having experienced your ability and integrity in 
the execution of the important office of Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons, and your zeal for his fervice, and for the 
intcreft of your country, commands me to let you know that 
}ie entirely approves the choice the Commons have made of 
yon to be their Speaker : his Majefty therefore is not pleafedto. 
admit your excufc, but allows and confirms you to be Speaker. 


Then Mr. Speaker faid: 

TIITHATEVER difficulties. Sir, may attend the execution 
of the office your Majefty has now been^.pleafed to con¬ 
firm me in, whatever my fenfe*may be of my ina’i^iliy to per¬ 
form it as I ought,*it is my duty to fubmit myfclf to your Ma- 
jefty’s commands, and to acknowledge with all gratitude, your 
Majefty’s grace to me, and the high honour I receive in this 
promotion ; and to'afrure'your Majefty as I do, of my beft en¬ 
deavours to difeharge thw great truft with impartiality and up- 
rrghtnefs of mind, as what 1 am fenfible will beft recommend 
my poor fervices to your favourable conftrudlion, and be moil 
likely to induce your Majefty’s pardon of my failings and infir¬ 
mities, which I humbly implore of your Majefty, at leaft that 
they may be imputed only to me, and in no wife to your fr.M. 
ful Commons \ and that your Commons in Parliament may be 
the better enabled to perform their duty to your Majefty and 
their country, I do, in their name, and on their behalf, by 
humble petition to your Majefty, lay plaim to all th^ir ancient 
rights and privileges, particularly that they, their fervants, 
and eftates, may be free from arrefts and all molellations ; that 
theymay enjoy freedom of fpeech for the better management of 
their debates, and have liberty of accefs to your royal perfon, 
when occafion (hall require it; and that all their proceed¬ 
ings may receive from your Majefty the moft benign inter- 
pretatkin. 


Tlien the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’s further epra- 

mands, faid, 

MV. Speaker, 

TJfIS Majefty is fully fatisfied of the duty and affeflion of *he 
Houfe of Commons, and of their diferetJon and temper • 
'his Majefty therefore ve^y readily grants them all their privi¬ 
leges 
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l^ges, in as ample a manner as they have af any time been granted 
or allowed by any of his royal prcdeceflbrs. 

As to what you have defircd with regard to yourfelf, his Ma- 
jefty will always put the moft favour:*ble*conftruaion upon 
your’words and aftions, in the execution of your duty, if you. 
Sir, who arc fo converfant in the rules and ufages of Parlia- 
hicnt, Ihould ever (land in need of it. 


Ji:s Majeji^s moji gracious Speech, January 27, 1735* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'HE prefent pofture of affairs in Europe is fo well known 
to yc*i all, and the good or bad confequenccs that may 
arife and affc6l us, from the war being cxtinguiihed or being 
carried on, arc fo obvious, that I am perfuaded you arc met to¬ 
gether fulJjrptejiared and determined to difeharge the great truft 
repofed in you, at this critical conjun£lurc, ili fuch a manner as 
will beft contribute to the hqnour and intercll of my crown and 
people. 

I opened the laft fellion of the late Parliament, by acquaint¬ 
ing them, that, as 1 was no ways eng^ed, but by my good of¬ 
fices, in the tranfa<^ions that were declared to be the principal 
caufes and motives of the prefent war in Europe, it was ne- 
cefTary to ufe more than ordinary'prudence and circumfpedion, 
and til's utmod precaution, not to determine too halUly upon 
, f'..««kical and important a conjun<Sure; to examinethe fads al- 
ledged on both fides; to wait the refult of the councils of thofe 
powerl^that are more nearly and immediately intcrcfled in the 
confequenccs of the war; and particularly to concert with the 
States General of the ynited Provinces, who are under the 
fame engagements with me, fuch mcafures as (hould be thought 
mod advifcablc for our common fafety, and for redoring the 
peace of Europe. 

We have accordingly proceeded, in this great affair, with 
the mutual confidence which fubfids between me and that re¬ 
public ; and having conlldered together, on one fide, the pref- 
fing applicaHons made by the imperial court, both here and in 
Holland, for obtaining fuccours againd the powers at war with 
the Emperor, and the repeated profeffions made by the allies, 
on the other fide, of their fincerc difpofition to put an end to 
the pi^^fent troubles upon honourable and folid terms, 1 con- 
curreu in a refolution, taken by the States General, to em¬ 
ploy, without lofs of time, our joint and earned indances to 
b ng matters to a fpeedy and happy accommodation, before we 
ihould come to a determination upon the fuccours demanded by 
, S « 4 . , the 
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thf Emperor: thefe iiidances did not at firft produce fuch ex- 
piicit anfwerc from the contending partiesi as to enable us to 
put immediately in execution our impartial and fmcere de> 
fires for that pnroofe: refolved, however, to purfue fo great 
and falutary a worK, and to prevent our fubjeds from being 
unnecelfarily involved in war^, we renewed the offer of our 
good ofBces in fo effedlual a manner, as to obtain an accepta¬ 
tion of them. 

In confequence of this acceptation, and of our declar-ation 
made thereupon to the refpedivc powers engaged in the war, 
no time has been loft in taking fuch meafuresas (hould be mod 
proper, to make the bcfl iil'e of their good difpolitions for re- 
edablifhing the tranquillity of Europe; and 1 have the fatis- 
fa6lion to acquaint you, that things are now brought to fo 
great a forwardnefs, that 1 hope, in a fhort time, a plan will 
be offered to the confideration of all the parties engaged in 
the prefent war, as a balls for a general negoti uion of peace ; 
in which the honour and intereft of all parties have’ been con- 
fultdH, as far as the ciTcuniflances of time and the prefent 
poflure of affairs would permit. . 

1 do not take upon me to anfwer for the fuccefs of a nego¬ 
tiation where fo many different interefts are to be confidcred 
and reconciled; but w'h(B*n a proceeding is founded upon rea- 
fon, and formed from fuch lights as can be had, it had been 
inexciifable not to have attempted a work which may produce 
infinite benefits and advantages, and can be of no prejudice, 
if we do not fuffer ourfclves to be fo far amufeci by hopes that 
may poflibly be afterwards difappointed, as to leave onrH’ivcS 
expofed to real dangers. - ^ 

I have made ufe of the pow'cr which the late Parliament en- 
truflcd nte w'ith, w'ith great moderation, and I have concluded 
a treaty with the crown of Denmark,-of great importance in 
the prefent conjunfture: it is impoflible, when all the courts of 
Europe are biify, and in motion, to fecure to themfelvcs fuch 
fupports as time and occafion may requiie, for me to fit ftill, 
and negledl opportunities which, if once loll, may not only 
be irretrievable, but turned as greatly to our prejudice, as they 
will prove to our advantage, by being fcafonably fecured, and 
which, if ncgle£ltd, would have been thought a jufl caufe of. 
complaint: this heceffary confidence, placed in me, has given 
great weight to my endeavours for the public good. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I have ordered the accounts and eftimates to be preparea pnd 
l^iid before you, of fuch extraordinary expenfes as were i.''- 
f^red M year, and of*fuch fervices as 1 think highly necef- 
‘ fary 



( *33 ) 

fary to be carried on and provided for; aijd whatever additional 
charges fliall be found neccifary (hall be reduced, .as foon as it 
can be done confiftently with the common fecurity. 

And, as the treaty with the crown of Denmark is attended 
withjan expenfe, 1 have ordered the fame*to be laid before 
you. ^ ^ 

I m:.kc no doubt but I fliall hnd in this Houfe of Commons 
the fame zeal, duty, and affedion, as 1 have experienced 
through the whole courfe of my reign; and that you will raife 
the necettary fupplics with* chcerfulnefs, unanimity, and dif- 
patch. 

The fenfi of the nation is beft to be learned by the choice of 
their rep reft ntatives; and I am perfoaded that the behaviour 
and condudl of my faithful Commons will dcmonllrate to all 
the world the unlhakcn fidelity and attachment of my good 
fubjetSls to my perfon and government. 

and Gentlemen, 

It is our happinefs to have continued hitherto in a flatc of 
peace; but, w'hilft many pf the principal powers of Europe 
are engaged in war, the confcqucnccs murt more or Icfs aflVet 
us; and, as the beft concerted mcafures arc liable to uncer¬ 
tainty, we ought to be in readinefs^ and prepared againft all 
events; and if our expenfes are, in fomc degree, incrcafed, 
to prevent greater, and fucli as, if once entered into, it would 
be difficult to fee the end of, I hope my good fubjecis will not 
repine at the ncceflary means of procuring the bleflings of 
••^*T£e, and of univerfal tranquillity, or of putting ourfelvcs in 
a condition to ad that part which it may be ncceflary and in¬ 
cumbent upon us to take. 


Addrefs to his Majejiy by the Houje of Commons, Jan. 28, 1735. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

T^E, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aflcmbled, 
beg leave to return our humblcft thanks for yijur Majefty’s ivioft 
gracious fpcech from the throne, and to acknow ledge, in the 
moft grateful manner, your Majefty’s tender and affedionatc 
concern for the welfare of yom people, in fteadily purfuin^ 
fuefj mcafures as have tended towards peace and accommoda¬ 
tion, rather than to involve too precipitately this kingdom, and 
all Europe, in a general and bloody war. 

Among fo many differing interefts and contending powers, 
engaged in the prefent war, it is your Majefty’s wifdom and 

good- 
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goodnefs alone which coiiM have fccured to us our prefent 
happy fituation; and the crown of Great Britain could never 
appear with grcatei homur and lull re than by your MajeHy’s 
JnterpofiPg your good oHiccs between >hc ctiUtendinj, parties; 
and. as they have received them with due refpedl, wc canuot 
but nope their own||)rudcncc will help to complete fodefirablc 
a work. 

It is our duty, and wc bc^ leave to exprefs the vreateft gra¬ 
titude to your Majcfty ior the care and which tr-ill 

have attended your tinwcariid rdcavoiirs, boih in Iteginning 
and carrying on thole good oiSKC. , which, bving accepted, 
have brought things to lo great a iorwarth^efs, that a plan, in 
concert with the States GcM;"i'al, may, in a Ihort liine, be of¬ 
fered to the confidcration of all the powers engaged in t!ie 
war; which, notwithllandir.g the great dilbcukics that mull; 
attend fo great a work, may ferve for the bans of a general 
Tiegotiation of peace, confiiteni v. ith the honotW'’;?'' inteveft 
of all parties, as f^r as the circnmllances of tituc and the pre¬ 
fent fituation of affairs will permit. 

If thefe meafnres, conceited for the common repofe and 
tranquillity of all Europe, fhould unhappily meet with any 
cUfappointmeut, your Majtfty’s wifdom and care mull be ac¬ 
knowledged to have defervtd that fuccefs which the vvifert conn-, 
fels cannot always command; but, wliatcver the event may be, 
we beg leave to aifurc your JVIajcily, That this Houfe will 
cheerfully and cfteflually raife fnch fupplics as fliall be nccef- 
fary for the honour and fecurity of your Majelly and 
kingdoms, and enable your Majefly to adl that part which ho¬ 
nour and jnflicc, and the true intereft of your people, (hall call 
upon your Majclly to undertake. 


Hh Majcjlfs AnfvJtTt yanuary 31, 1735. 
Gentlemen, 

T RETURN you my thanksfdr this dutiful and loyal addrefs: 

I depend entirely upon yotir fidelity and affedlion, and your 
due regard to the public welfare, that I fhall be fupported in 
fitch mcafures as I may be obliged to purfnc; and you may be 
^ffured that the honour and intereft of my crown and people 
fhall be the rule and guide of ail my adions and refolu- 
tions* 


Meffags 
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« 

Meffagefrcm hlsMsjeJiyt March 26, 1735. 

George Rex. 

TJIS Majefty having taken notice, that the hofpital at 
■*•■■■ Greenwich is not yet completed, and being very (cnfiblc 
of the ufefulnefs of finifliing tnat building, for the reception 
of a further number of fcamcn w'orn out and become dccre- 
pid in the fervice of their country; recommends it 10 the con- 
fidcration* of this Houfe to make fome provifion for the per- 
fc£ling a work which is fo much to the honour of the king¬ 
dom, and has already received frequent marks of the regard of 
the Houfe of Commons to fo good and national a delign. 


His Maj.Jiy's moji gracious Speech, May 15, 1735. 

My LWtiS and Gentlemen, 

T AM glad the bufinefs of this feflion* of Parliament is 
brought to fuch a conclufion, that 1 have now an op¬ 
portunity of giving you fome rcccfs, after the great pains you 
have taken in the fervice of your country: on this occalion, I 
muff, in. jufiice, return you my thanks for the many inifances 
you have given me of your duty and affection to iny perfon 
and government, and for the nccelfary provifions you have 
made for the public fccurity, a*s tar as the immediate circum* 
itanccs of affairs might require. 

"Tr^have confidered, with great care and attention, the prefent 
fjtuation of Europe, and ’duly weighed the confequcnces that 
may arife from the progrefs of the war, either by means of 
its becoming more general, or continuing only to be carried on 
between the powers alrgady engaged. 

An accommodation of thefe unhappy troubles appeared to 
be the heft means to prevent the dangers that are to be appre¬ 
hended on either fide: in this view', a plan of pacification was 
concerted between me and the States General, with great im¬ 
partiality, and not without rcafonablc grounds to hope for fuc- 
cefs, although it hath not had the dcfired effedf. 

But all further refolutions to be taken in this important and 
critical conjundlurc, muft be principally determined by future 
events: this makes it impoffiblc for me at prefent to take the 
previous advice and concurrence of my Parliament, in fuch 
meafures as may become abfolutely neceffary to be entered 
into: but you may be afliired that my conftant concern for the 
public welfare, the liberties of Europe, and in particular for 
the felicity and fecuiity of thefe kingdoms, will never fuffer 

me 
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me to take any fteps brt fiich as the honour and iiitered of my 
crown and people (hall call for and juftify; and in the purfuit 
of thefe great and defirable ends 1 do, with the be(l>grounded 
confidence, promifig myfelf your zealous and afFedionate fup- 
port. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe df Commons, 

I return you my hearty thanks for the fupplies you have, 
■with fo much cheerfulncfs and difp^jtch, granted for the ftr- 
vice ot the current year; which have been fo efFediially raifed, 
and accompanied with fo feafonablc an augmentation of our 
forces by Tea and land, that 1 fhall be in a condition to make 
life of them in the molt advantageous manner for the public 
fervice, as any occafion that may happen to arife ^ali re* 
quire. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The conduct and prudence of this Parliament, m a*time of 
fo great difficulty, (tannot.be enough commended; the poflure 
of affairs before us required all pollible refolution, joined with 
camion, neithei to be unwarily involved in the prefent diflur- 
bances, nor to remain unprovided againil thofe dangers which 
are tt*o obvious to Hand iit need of any explanation, and may 
either dirc£lly or remotely aftccl u?. 

As I think it neccllary this fummer to vifit my dominions in 
Germany, it is ray intention to appoint the Qiieen Regent here, 
during my abfence, of whofe juit and prudent adminiflration 
you have, on the like occafion, had expuience: let me 
jieftly recommend it to you to render the burden of this 
ivcighty trull as eafy to her as pofliblo, by making it your con- 
llam lludy and endeavour, as I am lure it is your inclination, 
to prelcrvc the peace of the kingdom, and to difeonntenance 
and fupprefs all attenuMs to raife groundlefs difeemtents in the 
minds ot my {)cople, whofe happinefs hath always been, ancl( 
ilull continue, my daily and uninterrupted care. 


Then the Lord 'Chancellor, by his Majefty's command,, 

faid. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

iT is his Majelly’s royal will and pleafurc, that this Par- 
liument be prorog ied to Thurfday, the twelfth day of June 
next, to be then hero held : and this Parliament is accordingly 
pjtiotfugued to Thurfday, the iwcllth day of June next. 


ir:. 
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flu Afajijiy*s mo^ gfecious Speech) yattuarp 15 , ^ 736 . 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

happy turn which the affairs of*Europc have evi¬ 
dently taken, fincc the end of the laft fcllion of Parlia¬ 
ment, muft, I am perfuaded, give you all, as it docs me, the 
greateft fatisfadlion. 

I acquainted you then,^ that a plan of pacification, con¬ 
certed bat ween me and the States General ot the Untted Pro¬ 
vinces, had been prop<)fcd to the parties engaged in the war, 
which had not the eiie£l to prevent tlic opening of the cam¬ 
paign: the armies took the field, and the w'ar was carried on, 
in lome parts, in fuch a manner as to give very jull apprehen- 
lions, that it would unavoidably become general, from an ab- 
folute neceflity of preferving that balance of power, on which 
the fafety and commerce of the maritime powers fo much 
depend. 

This confidefation determined me to perfevere, jointly with 
the States, in rLpeatiiig ou» moll carncit inftanccs to the con¬ 
tending parlies to agree to an armillicc, and to c'liter into a 
negotiation for obtaining a general peace, upon the bafis of the 
plan we had propofed to them. • 

Whilft affairs continued in this ftate of deliberation, tile heat 
and fury of the w'ar abated; and the Emperor, and the moil: 
ChriAian King, in confequcncc*ot tlieir repeitcd profeiHons of 
a fincerc difpofition to put an end lo the wai by an honourable 
aiiti’rolid peace, concerted and agreed upon certain preliminary 
articles toanfwcr that moif dciirable ctnl: an armilticc is (ince 
agreed to by all the parties engaged in the war: and the con- 
trading powers, in regard to ihe go(Ml oillces employed by n>e 
and the States, have c^^imunicatcd to n^-, hy ilicir refpedive 
miniAers, the preliminaries, defuing onr concurrence for 
effeduating a general pacification upon the terms thereby Ai- 
pulated. 

It appearing, upon due exaufination, that thefe articles do 
not effentially vary from tlte plan propofei^ by me and the. 
States, nor contain any tiling prejudicial lo the equilibre of 
Europe, or to the rights and interc.ls of our rtfpedive fubjeds, 
we have thought fit, in purfuance of our coiiltant purpofc to 
contribute our utmoA towards a general pacification, to de¬ 
clare, by a joint refolution, to the conns of Vienna and 
Fiance, our approbation of the faid preliminaries, and our 
readinefs to concur in a treaty to be ryadc for bringing them to 
perfedion. 

Thefe 
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TheA;.pKliminarie» have been likewife communicated to the 
Kings of Spain> and of Sardinia; and, although thofe princes 
have not as yet, in form, declared their final refolutions upon 
them, there is grejt rcafon to believe, tltat the love of peace, 
their avowed difpofitions for putting an end to the troubles of 
Kuropc, and the amicable injerpolition of common friends, 
will prevail upon them to agree to what has been thus con¬ 
certed, upon reafonable fecurity given thein for the peaceable 
poff’elfion and enjoyment of the countries allotted to them.' 

In tbtfe circumllances, iny iirfi care was to cafe thb burdens 
of my people, as loon and as far as the prefent pofhire of affairs 
would permit: 1 have therefore ordered a confidcrablc reduction 
to be made of my forces, both by fea and land; and, if the in- 
jBuence of the crown of Groat Britain, and the refpedt due to 
this nation, have had any fiiarc in compoling the prefent trou¬ 
bles in Europe, or preventing new ones, 1 am perfuaded you 
will be of opinicni, that it will be nccelfary to cojjiinue fomc 
extraordinary expenfe, until there be a more perfect reconci¬ 
liation among the feverarpowers of Europe. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Conunons, 

I have ordered the j^roper officers to lay before you the efti- 
inatcs for the fciviec of tjjic current year; and I make no doubt 
but mydellie to make the charge ol the public as low as pof- 
fiblc, will find in you the fame readinefs to grant the nccelfary 
fiipplics with chccrfulners and tiiianimity. 

My Lords and (iciitlcmcn, 

I am willing to hope, this plealing profpc£l of peace abroad 
will greatly contribute to peace and good harmony at home. 
Let that example of temper and moderation, which has fo hap¬ 
pily calmed the fpirits of contending princes, banifh from 
among you all iniclfinc difeord and dK'!er^<on. Thofe, who 
truly wilh the peace and prolperity of their country, cart never 
have a more favourable opportunity than now offers, of diftin- 
guilhing thcmfelves, by declaring their fatisfai^fion in the pro- 
grefs already made towards reftoriug the public tranquillity, 
and in promoting what is Ifill neceifary to bring it to perfeilion. 


Addrtjs to his MajeJiy hy the Houfe of Commonif ’Jan. 16, 173 ^* 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

TJ^E, your Majefty’s moll dutiful and loyal fubje£ls, th« 
^ Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aifembled,' 
Teturn your Majelly our unfeigned thanks for your moft gra* 
ctuus fptfech from the throne. 

We 
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We are truly fcnfiblc of your Majeftyjs early ehdeavotiTS to 
put ail end to the war; and can never enough aJiuirc the ifeadjf 
a^3pli^: .li.in with which you putfued that groat work, by tha 
joint interpontipn of the good oiiices of your<, Majcfly aiid^tho 
States General. 

And it is with the warmed gratitude w'e acknowledge your 
Majclly’s particular care and circumfpedlion in all your pro¬ 
ceedings, not to iiuulvc this nation unnecelTarily in the war, 
when, at the fame time, your Majedy ilicwed you were not 
infenlibic of the imminent danger that threatened the liberties 
of Kurope, from a longer continuance of it upon fo unequal a 
foot; a condu6l w'herein your Majedy plainly proved you 
equally confulted the immediate intcrclts of your people, and 
that balance of power in huropc, upon which the fafety and 
commerce of this nation fu much depend; at once faving this 
nation from all the prefent calamities of war, and trying to 
avert the j[nturc neceility of its being at lad obliged to lake its 
lhare and hazard in them. 

We cannot but be feinibleof yonr Majedy’s wifdom and im¬ 
partiality in forming the plan of pacification, propofedby your 
Majedy and the Slates General to the powers engaged in the 
war; which, although not immediately accepted by the con¬ 
tending parlies, nor anfvvcring the defited eftedf, by preventing 
the opening of the campaign, has been fo far adopted, that the 
mod laarcnal and elleniial parts of it have been agreed toby tiio 
princes originally and principally concerned in this rupture, 
and recommended by them to their allies, as preliminary arti¬ 
cles to a general pacification. 

Upon this happy turn the alFairs of Europe have taken, we 
mod heartily congratulate with your Majedy; and when we 
conOdcr the alliirariccs yonr Majedy has been gracioufly pleafed 
to give us, diat thel^pri^iminaiies donor cHentially vary from 
the plan of pacification concerted by yonr Mujelly and the States 
General, and the ready approbation your Majedy and the 
States General have given of them ; a jnd confidence in your 
wifdom, and the expeiience w'e h'avc of your condant and pa¬ 
ternal care of the true intcred of your people, through the 
whole courfe of this great and intricate work, leave us not the 
lead room to entertain a doubt, but that the preliminary condi¬ 
tions of this pacification, fo founded, and fo approved, will 
give general fatisfaflion; in which pcrfuafion wc arc further 
confirmed, by the great probability there appears to be of their 
being accepted and agreed to by all the powers engaged in the 
war. 

The early regard your Majedy has been gracioufly pleafed 
todxew to the welfare of your people, 'in taking the fird oppor- 
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liittiry, on this great rind fortunate event, to lighten the burden 
of tlu ir expenfes, by making a redu£lion of your forces, both 
by fea and land, isfiich a mark of your care in confulting their 
iuiereft, and of j^our tender concern for their cafe, that we 
(huuld be as iiujult to our own gratitude, as to your Majefty’s 
goodnefs, if we fail to teftify^the one, and acknowledge the 
other, in the Itrongell and mod dutiful manner: and as we 
look upon this, added to all the other meafures of your glorious 
and happy reign, as a proof that the eftimates for the prefent 
year will be proportioned to the fituation of afFairt, and the 
purpofes to which they (hall be found ncccHary; fo we beg 
leave to afl'urc your Majefty, that we W'ill cheerfully and effec¬ 
tually raife fuch fupplics, as the pollurc of our prefent happy 
circumllunces fhall require, and fuIBcicnt to fuppqrt the dig- 
^nity of the crown, and the honour and intcreft of your Majefty’s 
lubjeds and dominions. 

And, if fuch motives could w'ant any additional cirfumdance 
to cxcilc us to fulfil our duly to your Majedy and our country, 
the rcfledlion on the grtod cffedls the extraordinary fupplics 
granted the lad year to your Majefty mud have had in contri¬ 
buting to bring this long-laboured work to fo happy an ilTuc, 
joint d to the conl'cioufjicfs of the influence your Majedy’s 
count i!.s mull ever have hi the affairs of Kuropc, wliild a loyal 
Parliament flicws iifclf determined to fupport the refolutions 
of a wife and cautious prince, cannot fail to operate with their 
due weight, in making ns perVevere in onr endeavours to give 
a luflrc to your Majelly’s reign abroad, equal, if poflible, to 
the happinefs \vc enjoy from it at home. 


JJ'f y/tfj.virf I73<5. 

Gentlemen, 

1 KETURN you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal addrefs. 
^ 1 am very well picafed thifi my endeavours to reftorc the 
public tranquillity^ have met with your approbation v and you 
may be allured my future care fhall be employed to the utmoft 
of my power, to render the peace of Elurope perfedl and lading, 
and to make you a douriiliiug and happy people. 


Ilis 
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//fj AlajeJiyi mcji gracious Speech^ Maykop *736. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

'T^HE difpatch you have civen to the public bufinefs, and the 
advanced feafon of the yta», make it proper to put an end 
to this feflion of Parliament. 

I acquainted you at your firft meeting, that preliminary 
articles had been concluded between the Emperor and the moll ’ 
Chriifian King; lince which time, afurtfvT convention, con¬ 
cerning the execution of them, hath been made, and communi¬ 
cated to me by both thefe courts; and negotiations are carrying 
on by the feveral powers engaged in the late war, in order tb 
fettle the general pacification. 

c 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I retiurn you my thanks for the provifions you have made for 
the fcrvice of the current year: you can gever better recom¬ 
mend yonrfelves to my efteem, and to’thc good opinion of thofe 
you reprefent, than by railing the fupplies neceflTary for the 
fupport of iny government, and for the fervice of the public, 
in a manner the mod efFefluai, and the lead burdenfome to 
my people. * ' 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It is a great concern to me, to fee fuch feeds of dilTenflon 
fown among my good people, as, if not timely prevented, may 
prove very prejudicial to the peace and quiet of my kingdoms: 
it is my delire, and fhall Le my care, to preferve the prefent 
conditution in church and date, as by law edablifhed, perfefk 
and entire, and not to countenance any attempts to the preju¬ 
dice of cith ex: R OfliL harmony, and mutual ade£lion among ail 
the protedanis of tliis nation, have been the great fecurity of 
the prefent happy cdablilhment, from the Revolution to this 
lime: by this united drength, they will be able to relid the fci- 
cret and open attempts of our common enemies; but, divided, 
they may become a prey to them: my protgdlion (hall be im¬ 
partially difpenfed to all my fubjedls, in the full enjoyment osf 
their religious and civil rights; let it be your care, by your 
condu£l in your feveral dations, to make my endeavours for 
your common happinefs elFedual. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It being neceflary for me to vifit my dominions in Germany 
again this year, I have refolved to appoint the Queen Regent 
here during my abrence; the experiehce you have already bad 

VoL.I. Tt of 



( Hi ) 


of her juft and prudeflt admintftration, 'W'ill, t doubt not, en¬ 
gage you all to make the weight of the public affairs as cafy to 
her as her wife condudl will render the government agreeable 
to you: and this krecommend to you in a particular manner. 


And afterwards the Lord Chancellor^ by his Majefty’s com¬ 
mand, faid, V 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IT is his Majcfly’s royal will and pleaftire, that this Parlia¬ 
ment be prorogued to Thurfday, the 2(;th day of July next, 
to be then here held: ami this Parliament is accordingly pro¬ 
rogued to f hiirfLiy, the 29th day of July next. 


Spacb by t:.c Lord C!:unt.t!loi‘y I'tbnuny i, 1737. 

My Lords and (Ijentlemcn, • 

W". arc commanded by his M.tjelly to let you know, that 
as u is iKtt conveni.nt for his ^[ajcfty to be prefent here 
tills dam lli^ roy.il pr ilon, he has been plcafed, by letters 
patent u'uler tin: great to authorize his royal highnefs the 
Prince of WaU '-, aiid leveial lords thertin mentioned, to do 
eveiy tiling i:i the nuiire oi his Majefly, which ought to be done 
on the part of ids ^,a)etly, in. this Parliament, us may more fully 
appeal by the letters patciit. 


riien the laid letters patent being read, which were to the 
above pnipert, the Lord Chancellor, as one of the com- 
millioners, made the following fpccch to both Houfes ot 
'Parliament. ''' '' 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IN purfnance of the .lutlioriiy given us, by his Majefty’s coni- 
miflion under the great feal, amungft other things, to declare 
the caufes cf his holding this Parliament, wc arc, by his JVla- 
jefty’s command, in the full place, to obferve to you, that his 
Majefly acquainted you laft year, that he had, in conjunQion 
with the States General, given his approbation of certain pre¬ 
liminary articles concerted and agreed upon between the Lm- 
peror and France, lor reftoring the peace of Europe; and that 
a further convention, concerning the execution of them, had 
been communicated to him by both thofc courts; and that ne¬ 
gotiations were carrying on by the feveral powers engaged in 
the late w*ar, in order to fettle the general pacification. 


Wc 
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We arc now commanded by his Majcfly to inform you, 
that the refped^ive ads of cc-dion being cxdiaiigcj, and orders 
given tor tlie evacuati<ni aiui poTcilion of the feveral countries 
and pl.uvs by ti e povs cr^ eoneerneH, acroi ling to the allotment 
and.dirpolition of the preliminary articlcsf tl'.e great woikof 
re-e(tabli(liing the gmtial tiarnjuillity is far advanced; how¬ 
ever, it his Majcity’s opiiiioli, that coinnion pind' iice calls 
upon us to be very attentive to, and obfcive the inul eonclu- 
fion of, tliis new fcltlement of fuch confidciable i arts of ICu- 
rope: it is to be hoped, that a general anti i.-lHng tranquillity 
will follow this leditntion of peace; atnl that the icnevval of 
fricndfhip and alliances, tor the prefervation of it, atnong the 
fcveral prii.cch and pov'ers of Europe, v/ill remove all dangcis 
and appr!-brnf'oi»^ < f any new troubles and diforders; but his 
M'liedv ;!pprtlicads, that an indolent feet lity, and toogicat a 
di.; .j,ard to future events, may occaliou mifcliicls more caly to 
be prevented than to be remedied ; and that it would be very 
unadvifeablc to leave ourfelves in fo defencclcfs a condition, as 
t) encourage ahy enteiprifcs which >he effcmics to tlic public 
peace may have vainly fiiggcdcd, and llattcred thcmfelves vvith 
the hopes of. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

• 

His Majclly has ordered the proper officers to lay before you 
the cllimatcs for the fcrvice of the current year. As foon as the 
circumAanccs of the times would permit, his Majelly was 
pleafed to make fuch a rcdudlion of fotne part of )!ic public cx- 
penfes, for the eafe of his people, as was conlillcnt with the 
peace and fafetyofhis kingdonuj, the fecurity of our commerce, 
and the honour and intcrcit of the nation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

His h!!^Gecn gracioiifly pleafed to direft us to ac¬ 

quaint you, that he hath feen, w'lth the grcatell fatisfaflion, 
the unwearied application of this Parliament in framing good 
laws, for advancing the profpenity and feesuring the welfare of 
his loving fubjeds; and that it hath been one of his MajeHy’s 
principal cares to enforce them, by a due dkecution, with the 
ilridteft regard to the rights and properties of his people; qo 
invafion whereof ran, with any colour, be fiiggeftcd by the 
moil, malicious enemies of the prefent eftabliffime it: whilft 
this hath been our condition, his Majefty cannot but obferve, 
that it muft be matter of the utmoft furprife and concern to 
every true lover of liis country, to fee the many contrivances 
and attempts carried on, in various lhapes, and in different 
parts of the nation, tumultuoufly to^refift and obftrodl the 

T t a ecutig„ 
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ecution of the laws, (^and to violate the peace of the kingdom; 
thefe difturbvirs of the public repofe, cunfeious that the intereds 
of his Majedy and his people arc the fame, and of the good 
harmony which happily fublids between him and his Parlia* 
ment, have levelled their fedition againd both; and, in their 
late outrages, have either dirc£lly oppofed, or, at lead, en¬ 
deavoured to render incffedlual fome a£ls of the whole legiC- 
latiire: his Majcily, in his great wifdom, thinks it affords a 
inelancholy profpeft, to confider ,to what height thefe auda¬ 
cious pradiires luay rife, if not timely fuppreded; and that it 
defervesno frnall attention, that they may go on to affeft pri¬ 
vate perfons in the quiet enjoyment of their property, as well 
'as the general peace and good order of the whole: his Majedy 
apprehends it to be unneceffary to inlarge upon a fubjeft of this 
nature; and therefore hath commanded us barely to mention it 
to you, who, by the conflant tenor of your condudl have 
dicwn, tliat yon coniiiler the fupport of his authority^ and the 
fecurity of his government, as iiil'eparable from the prefervation 
of the public tranquillity and your own fafety. 


Adthi' fs io hh Jilujtjiyby the Houfe of Commons^ Feb* 2, 1737- 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

y«>ur Majelly’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjc^ls, the 
^ Commons of Great iiritain, in Parliament affcmbled, 
return your Majedy otir mod humble thanks for the fpeecb 
delivered, by your Majelly’s command, to both Houfes of Par¬ 
liament. 

We fee, with great fatisfaiSllon, the happy profpeA of the 
final coticlulion of the general pacification of Europe: and, 
when we remember your Majedy's u/ried endeavours to 
prevent this nation from being involved in the calamities of a 
dedrudlivc war; and your cundant application in contributing, 
to the utmod of your power, towards the great work of re- 
dorlng peace, from the tender care and concern which your 
Majedy has always (hewn for the future peace and profperity 
of your people, as well as for the common w'elfare of man¬ 
kind, we make no doubt but that your Majedy will continue 
to co-operate with your good allies, that the conclufion of 
the peace may be attended with a general and lading tran¬ 
quillity. 

Duty and gratitude to your Majedy,. and a due regard to 
our own intereds and fecurity, w'ill engage us not to negleA 
thy neceflary precautions which may bed conduce to enable 
'your Majedy to difappunit and defeat all groundlefs hopes and 

3 ‘expec- 
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expe£lations which the deluded enemies ;of the public peace, 
may have vainly fiiggcllcd and flattered ’.hemrelvcs'wiih. 

And we beg leave to allure your Majclly, that wc will 
cheerfully and cllcdually K-.ife the fuppliti^neceflary for the 
fervicc of il-.e current year ; and I'upporl your Majelly in all 
fuch ineafurcs as liiall be tound,requilite to preferve the peace 
and falely ot the king-lom, the fecurity of our conunercc^ and 
the honour and interciU of your Majcity and your dominions. 

Moll,graciotis Sovereign, 

Your faithful Commons cannot, without a'jufl indignation, 
obferve the ipirit of fadton and fediiion which has lately mani* 
feded itfelf in traducing and mifreprefenting the legiflature, 
in contemning all authority, and in open deflance of tlie laws 
of the land. 

It is with the highefl fenfe of duty and gratitude y. e acknow> 
ledge ynig Majclly's gOiidncfs, not only in your ready concur* 
fence to all fuel} whokfomc laws as have been from time to 
time prepared by your Parliament, but in your conllant care to 
enforce them by a due exccifiion, with the Itridcd regard to the 
rights and properties of your people, and without the leal! co¬ 
lour or fliadow of any defign or attempt to dretch or violate the 
known laws of tlii'< realm. ^ 

We cannot fulficiently exprefs our abhorrence of the many 
wicked and dctcdable pradices’ v^hich the didurbersof the pub¬ 
lic repofe have fccretly fomented, and openly carried on, in 
tumultuoiiily refilling and obdrudingthe execution of the laws, 
and violating the peace of the kingdom. 

And we, your faithful Commons, do aflfure your Majcdy, 
that being fully perfuaded that the prefervation of the public 
tranquillity, and our own fafety, arc infcparahle from the fe- 
curity of vom gover tMaent. we will fupport your royal autho¬ 
rity, in fupprelnng and fubduing all feditious and riotous at¬ 
tempts that threaten the very being of our happy cunditiition, 
and the utter fubverfion of thofc liberties which have been 
made the fpecious pretence for committing thefe outrageous 
diforders. , 


Mcjfagt from his Majefy^ May 24, 1737 * 

George Rex. 

T l IS Majedy hath been pleafed to dired, that letters patent 
be prepared for granting 50,060^ per annum to the Prio- 
Cefs of Wales, for her jointure, in^cafe (he duU furvive tb# 
Prince; but, it not being in his Majefty’s power to extend thit^^ 
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provifion to the Pri^ccfs beyond his own life, his Maj ey 
hopes that you will think it reafonahle to enable him to make 
this provifion tor the Princtfs certain andfccure to her, during 
the term of her OMin life. 


f//i A 1 ajtj}ys mnj} frractous SpccJjy Jnue 21, 1737* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

I AM come to put an end to this feflioii of Parliament, that 

you may be at liberty to retire into your fcvoral countries, 
and, in your proper (lations, to promote the pcaec and welfare 
of the kingdom. 

I return you my thanks for the particular proofs you have 
fi\en me of your afleiSlion and rcgaicl to niy peiTon and ho- 
i.o\ir; and Itopc the v. ildom and jultice vvlnchv<ni haveihevvn, 
upon fomc extra idinary incidents, wiH prtv( nt all thought of 
the like attempts fer the,future. 

The conduit of this Parliament has been fo uniform in all 
your cl diberations upon public affairs, that it would be as unjufl 
not to acknowledge it, as it is unnccelf.uy to eiumicrate the 
fovcral particiilars. , 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

Your care, as well in raifiug the fupplics ncccffary for the 
fcrvice of the current ' :ar, as in doing it in the manner the 
leap gtievous and btird.nfome to my people, is a frcfli indance 
of your equal concern for the fuppori of my government, and 
for the true intered of your country. 

My Lords and Gciitiemcn, 

You cannot be infenfible what juft an/* offence the 

licentioufnefs of the prefent times, under the colour and difguife 
of liberty, gives to all hnneft and fober men, and how abfo- 
lutely necelfary it is to reftrain this excellive abufe by a due and 
vigorous execution of the laws; defiance of all authority, con¬ 
tempt of magiflraicy, and even refidance of the laws, are be¬ 
come toogeneial, although equally prejudicial to the preroga¬ 
tive of the crown, and liberties of the people, the fupport of 
the t ne being infeparable from the protedion of the other. I 
have made the laws of the land the condaht rule of my adUons; 
and 1 do with reafon exped, in return, all that fubmiflion to 
my authority and government, which'ihe fame law's have 
made the duty, and iliall always be the ihtereft, of my 
fubjeds. 

. ■* And 
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And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, his Majeft) ’5 coin- 

nund, faid, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I'l’’ is his Majefty’s royal will and plealiire, that this Par- 
lia'nent be prorogued to 1 hurl’day, the fourth day of Auguft 
next, to be then here held: and this Parliament is accordingly 
prorogued to I'hurfday, the fourth day of Augull next. 


ILs Atajtjlys tnoji p adcus Speichf January 24, 1738, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

J IIAVft cal’cd you together for the nccenary difpatch of the 
public bufmefs, vhich, I hope, will be carried on with 
'that piudcncc and expedition which becomes the vvifdom eff 
Pail lament. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I have ordered the citimates for the fervice of the current 
year to be laid before yon; and the rcadinefs which I have al¬ 
ways found in you to make the neccf|;iry provifions for the ho¬ 
nour, pence, and fecurity of my crown and kingdoms, leaves 
m. no room to doubt li'ilic fame zeal, aftedtion, and due re¬ 
gard for the fuppori of my •government, and the public 
fafety. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

1 hope you arc met together in a difpodtion to lay afidc all 
heats and anim'oiitics, winch may unnccelfatily protrat^ this 
feflion. I am determined that the affairs of the public (ha}i 
fuffer no d^i^^lpiwfferruption from me Upon any accoutit 
whatfoever. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons^ January 7 .$t 1738. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, • 

” 1 ^ 7 E, your Majefly’s moft dutiful and loyal fiibjc£ls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfeinblcd, 
beg leave to return our moft hupiblt^ and grateful thanks for 
your Majefty’s moft gracious fpeech from the throne. 

To fpeak our utmeft feafe of the great lofs your Majcfty 
and thefe kingdoms have lately fuftaintd, would be to revive 
and aggiavate what- we wifh to. alleviate and difpelbut we 
hope your Majcfty will pardon the irltrufion of our fmc^c coa^r 

. 'T* t A 
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doicnce, when you re^,e£l on the double duty by which vve are 
bound, as af)b£lionate fubjefts to your Majefly, and as repre- 
fentatives of the people of Great Britain, not to pafs over in 
filence, this objedl^of your diftrefs, and their univerfal mourn¬ 
ing. 

When we reflect on the aqpiable private charafler of that 
great Princefs, on her perfonal and doineftic merit, as an in¬ 
dulgent and inftru^live parent, a mihi and gracious miitrefs; 
or, with regard to your Majelly, as uniting in one all the dif¬ 
ferent charadlers of the moll plealing as w 11 as confla'nt, com¬ 
panion; the moll able, as well as the m'dl faithful friend; the 
moft tender, as well as the mod obfervant wife; when we re- 
flcA onthefe circnnidances, we mourn her lofs as the greateft 
with which your Majedy and your royal lioufe could Jiave been 
afPiiJled: but when wc turn our thouglits to her great and pub¬ 
lic virtues, her love of judice, her attachment to the laws and 
principles of this wife and happy conditution, her extenfive 
charities, her bounjjlcfs benevolence, her fuccour to didrefs, 
her favour to merit, her lenity to all; when we confider ihefe 
parts of her high charaAer, it is do longer for particular and 
perfonal caufes that we grieve, it is a national lofs we lament. 

If a due fubmidion to fuperior authority, and a due excrcife 
of power, when coinmiftcd to her hands, arc the ftrongeft 
marks of excellence in both parts of government; and if thtfe 
jtidly claim praife and admiration, how can wc fuffici»-ntly 
praife 'or admire hcrcondud, either In the prefence or abfcncc 
of your Majedy? In the fird, we fa w the mod condant com¬ 
pliance with your will ; m the lad, jhe true reprefentation of 
him, with whofe delegated authority flic w as veded; for all her 
a«5fs were great, and wife, and good; alternately we behel4 
her fubmidion in this charafter, and felt her mildnefs in the 
other; and, great as the diftance may fommand to 

fiibjedlion, the traniiiion to her was eafy; whole abilities were 
equal to any dtiution, and whofe temper could conform to all; 

’ as rcftgned to the duties of a C^ueen-confort, as capable of the 
high office of guardian of the realm; as ready to fubmit, as 
able to command and equally an example to all fovereigns 
when die ruled, and to all fubjedls when Ihe obeyed. 

And though your Majedy’s juft and great concern on this 
occallon would, perhaps, receive no extenuation from the 
comfort your faithful Commons might vainly try to admi- 
nilter, yet, that nothing may 1)e w'anting on our parts, which 
may contribute to the making your Majefty’s government the 
fource of our profperity, as eafy to yourfelf as it has ever beeni 
to your fubje£ls, wc do adure your M^ijclly, that we will not 
-^ly qarefully avoid all heats and animofitics, but will, with the 

’ - ' greateft 
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greatcft rcadincfs, effeftually raifc the ftifypVics necelTary for the 
fervice of the current year; and, with a zeal and alFedion be¬ 
coming the reprefentalives of a grateful people, make all ne- 
ceiFary provilions for the honour, peace, and fecurity of your 
crown and kingdoms: denumllrating to all flie world, that the 
fupport of your Majelly’s government, and the public fafety* 
are conftantly our care; and that we defire nothing more than 
the prefervation of our wife and excellent conlliiuiion, in the 
famc'happy, firm, and envued fituailon, in wlikh it was deli¬ 
vered down to us from our ancellors, and your Majeity's great 
predecelFors. 

But wdtiUl, by thefe means, we endeavour to prevent any 
additional difquict from approaching your royal perfon, we 
mull bt g,leave to lay again before your Maijelly the anxious 
grief of your whole people, together with their humble and 
molt earneft wilhes, that your Majelty’s known refointion may 
aid time.m alleviating your forrow for that lofs which nothing 
can repair, an(\in reltoring to your MajeU^ that tranquilli^ of 
mind, which can alone free us fron^ the molt folicitous fears 
for a life, on which thehappinefs ot your royal family; and of 
thisalHiclcd nation, fo immediately depends. 


Anfiver by his Aiajcjiy, ^jauuary *73^' 

Gentlemen, * ' 

T RETURN you my thanks for this dutiful and very affec- 
tionate addrefs; I am fofcnfibly touched by this coiivincin|| 
proof of your paiiicular regard to me, that 1 am not able, iii 
this dii'lrcfs, to command myfcif fulEcieniiy to olprefs th^ 
juft fenfe I have of your affcdlion and concern for me upon 
this occafio^. 


His A'lojt'Jiy i mojl gracious Speech^ May 20, 17 38* 

My Lords and Cientlemcn, 

iT is v.'ith great fatisfa6lion I obferve, that the temper and 
^ moderation which 1 recommended to you, at the openine 
of this felFion, have been fo well preferved through the genera 
courfe of your proceedings; and that, from a due regard to me 
and my honour you have avoided all uunccclfary occafions of 
heats and anirnolitics, and made the intereft of your country, 
the principal objerft; of your care and confideration. 


t 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of tl^ ^foufe of Commons, 

I return ^ou my thanks for the fupplies which you have fo 
ehcerfully and efFcAually raifed for the fcrvicc of the current 
year. The provifujn you have made to anfwer all emergencies 
which may become neccH’ary, in vindication of the honour and 
intereft of my crown and people, is a great proof of your zeal 
and concern tor the welfare and profperity of the nation; and 
fliall be employed by me, in fuch a maiincras may belt conduce 
to thofe end's and purpofes for which you have fo readily con- 
iented to this extraordinary expenfe. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Agreeably to what hath appeared to be the concurrent opi^- 
nion of both Houfes of Parliament, I have given orders to 
repeat, in the rtrongeft and molt prelling manner, my inliances 
at the court of Spain, for obtaining fatisfadion for the many 
injuries and loiTcs fuftained by my trading fubjeds in 4‘ttcrica, 
as wx;U as an effedlual fccurity of their rights for the future; and^ 
1 hope, from the jlifticc and equity of the Catholic King, to 
procure fuch fatisiadion and fccuiity, as may preferve* the 
peace, and cftablilh a free and uninterrupted exercife of navi¬ 
gation and commerce, mutually, between the fubjcdls of both 
crowns, 'purfuant to our tieatics, and the law of nations. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’s command, faid, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is his Majefty’s royal will and plcafure, that this Parlia- 
ment be prorogued to Thurfday, the twenty-feventh day 
of July next, to. be then here held; and this Parliament is ac¬ 
cordingly prorogued to Thurfday, the 
July next. 


His Majcjly*s moji gracious"Speechf February 1739 * 

‘ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T HAVE, upon all occafions, declared how fcnfibly I have 
-4 been affedted with the many hardftiips and- injuries fuftained 
by my trading fubjedts in America. I have the honour of my 
crown, and the true intcreft of my people, too much at heart, 
to fee either of them fuifer any prejudice or diminution, with¬ 
out piirfuing the moft proper and advantageous methods for their 
real fccurity and prefervation. 


Thefe 
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Thefe confiderations alone were fuffi^ient to incite me to 
exert my utmoft pow-er, in vindicating and proteding our up- 
doubted riglits and privileges of navigation and commerce i and 
nothing could add to my own zeal in lo juft a caufe, but the due 
regard 1 always have to the petitions and complaints of my fub- 
jecls, and the advice of my Parliament. The vk’ifdora and pru- 
detice of your refolutiuns upon this gieat and national concern 
determined me to begin with the more moderate mcafures; and 
to try once more, what effed and inducnce my friendly cn- 
tJeavours'and prefting inllanccs would have upon the court of 
^pain, towards obtaining that I'atisfaclion and fecurity which 
•we were iiilltlcd to demand and expod: and your all'urances, to 
Aipport me in all events, enabled me to proceed with proper 
weight agd authority. 

Thus fupporicd by the concurrent advice of both Houfes oC 
Parliament, 1 loft no time in making preparations to do my- 
fclf ancUmy people ju 11 ice, if the condud ot the court of Spaip 
had laid us iind^r that neediity; and, at tiie fame time, I did. 
in the ftrongeft manner, repeat my iiiftances fur obtaining fuch 
jufticc and reparation for the many injuiies and loifes already 
fuftained, and fuch an eft'ctitial fecurity for the future, as might 
prevent the confeqiienccs of an open rupture. 

It is now a great fatisfadion to mc*that 1 am able to acquaint 
you, that the mcafures 1 have purfued have had fo good an 
efted, that a convention is concluded and ratiHed between me 
and (he King of Spain; whereby, upon confideration had of 
the demands on both lidcs, that prince hath obliged himfelf to 
make reparation to my fubjeds for their lolles, by a certain 
Aipulated payment; and plenipotentiaries are therein named 
and appointed for regulating, within a limited time, all thofe 
grievances and abufes which hflve hitherto interrupted our com¬ 
merce and^^avugg^'o^n the American Teas;* and for fettling all 
matters in dilpute in fuch a n.anner as may for the future 
prevent and remove all new caufes and pretences of complaint, 
by a ftrid obfervance of our iiiiitual treaties, and a juft regard 
to the rights and privileges belonging to each other. I witil. 
order the convention, .and the feparate arycles, to be laid be* 
fore you. 

It hath been my principal care to make ufe of the confidence' 
you repofed in me, in this critical and doubtful conjundur^ 
with no other view, but the general and lading benefit of my 
kingdoms; and if all the ends which are to be hoped for, even 
from fuccefsful arms, can be attained without plunging the fuu 
lion into a war, it muft be thought, by all rcafonable and un¬ 
prejudiced perfons, the moil defirable event. 

■ ' ' Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of tli^ Houfe of Commons, 

I have ordered the proper eftimates to be prepared and laid 
before you, for the fervice of the current year. 1 heartily wifh 
that the pofture of affairs would have permitted me to retrench 
ihfe public expenfes, for which I am obliged to demand the 
prefent fupplies: and I make do doubt, but your experienced 
rical and affeftion for me and my government, and the proper 
c'Otitern yO\i have always (hewn for the public good, will induce 
you to grant me fuch fupplies asyoifftiall find neceflfary for the 
kohotir and fecurity of me and my kingdoms, 

. My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I cannot but earneftly recommend it to you, not to fuffer any 
prejudices or animolities to have a (hare in your deliberauons at 
this important conjundlurc; which ftems, in a particular man¬ 
ner, to call upon you to unite, in carrying on (uch meafurcs as 
will be mod conducive to the true intercit and advaniagf* of my 
pfeoipk. 


/fiiJrefs by the Houfe of Commons to*the Khtgy Feb, 2 , 1739 . 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

your Majed^’s ^hod dutiful and loyal fubje£ls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfcmbled, 
do beg leave to return your M;ijedy our unfeigned thanks for 
your Majcdy*s mod gracious fpcech from the throne. 

We acknowledge your Majedy’s great goodhefs, in thecon- 
ibaitt regard your Majedy has been pleafed to exprefs to the pe¬ 
titions and Complaints of your fnbjeCts, and the advice of your 
Parliament, and in purfuing fuch meafures for the honour and 
dimity ot your crown, and the true intcred of your people, as 
yoiir Majedy in your great wifdom judg>*jteoJ^ p^od proper 
and advantageous. 

We congratulate your Majedy on the fuccefs of your royal 
endeavours, in concluding a convention with the King of 
^pain, whereby reparation is dipulated to be made and. paid to 
ynUr Majedy’s injured fubjeds; and plenipotentiaries are ap¬ 
pointed for regulating all thofe grievances and abufes which 
btfve hitfherto interrupted our commerce and navigation, and 
^pr removing All future caiifes and pretences of complaint. 

"We beg leave to afTure your Majedy, that your faithful 
Commons will effe^uaily fupport your Majedy in accom- 
plUliiVig arid bringing to perfedion this great and neceffary 
wopkj) in fuch a manner as may anfwer the jud demands apd 
expedations of your Majedy and yourpeople* 

^ An4 
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And your Majefty may be afluicd, tlyt your lakhfut Com¬ 
mons will grant to your Majeily fuch fiipplies as Ihall be ncr 
cclfary for the honour aad fecurity of your Majefty and your 
kingdoms; and that we will endeavour to avoid all heats and 
anijnolitics in carrying on the public biiftficfs at this critical 
and important conjuudure. 


• His Afajtjly s Jwjwet f Febtuary *739» 
Gentlemen, 

T RETURN you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal ad- 
drefs; and you may be afllircd, that I will life my baft eu- 
ileavours to bring this important affair to a fpeedy and happy 
conclullon. 


AIi(fagc*from his Afajejiy to the Houfe of Commons^ May 3 , 1739 - 
George Rex. 


IIJIS Majefty being reftrdined by the laws now in being from 
making provifion for his younger children, out of the he¬ 
reditary revenues of the crown, in fuch manner as his royal 
predeceflbrs have ufually done; and*being defirous that com* 
petent provifions may be made for the honourable fupport aiul 
maintenance of his dearly beloyed fon the Duke of Cumber¬ 
land, and of his dearly beloved daughters the four young Pria* 
celfcs, his Majefty hopes that he fhali be enabled, by of 
Parliament, to grant an annuity of 1 5 , 000 /. per annum to the 
Duke of Cumberland, and his ilfiie, and an annuity c£ 
24 , 000 / per annum to the four Princeftes; to take clfc£l after 
his demife: and recommends the confidcration thereof to thii 
Houfe. ^ — 


Mejpige from his Majefly to the Houfe ofpommons^ May l 6 | 1759* 


George Rex. 


H IS Majefty being truly folicitoiis for tlic peace and welfarci. 

of thefe kingdoms, and defirous to contribute, as far as in 
him lies, towards preCerving the public. tranquillity, and the 
balance of power in Europe, hath concluded with the Kingtof 
Denmark a treaty, agreeable to that which expired in 1737 1 
and has ordered the fame to be laid before this Houfe, that Inc 
may be enabled to make good the engagements which he haUi 
thereby entered into. 

• And, 
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And as events may happen during fuch time as it may be 
impafiible tor his Majeiiy to have the imniedute ajlvice and 
atfidaiice of his great council^ upon any emergency^ arifing 
from the prefent pofhirc of affairs in Europe, which may 
nearty concern the' honour, intereft, and fafety of thefe kJngr 
dorns^ his Majcfty hopes he fhall be enabled and fupported by 
his Parliament, in making fuch further augmentation of his 
forces, either by fea or land, as may become abfolutcly ne- 
cclfary; and in concerting fuch nieafuies as the exigency of 
affairs may require i and whatever expenfe fhall be thereby 
occaduned, fhall be made in as frugal a manner as is pofTible ; 
and an account thereof Utall be laid before this Houfe the next 
fisflion of Parliament. 


His Majejlys moji gracious Speechy "June 14, 1739* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

difpatch you ha^e given lo the public bufinefs that has 
been under your confideraiion makes it proper to put an 
end to this fcilion of Parliament, and to give you that recefs 
which the fcafon of the year requires. 

You have fo fully dc'clared your fenlimcnts, as well with 
regard to the paA condudl of Spain, as to the meafurcs that 
might become ncccil'ary to be purfued, in confcquencc of any 
part which that court might afterwards take, and enabled me 
to aft in all events as the honour and interefl of my crown 
and kingdoms fltall require, that no inconvenience, can arife 
from the immediate want of your further aflifiance, during the 
'recefs of Parliament. And 1 fhall fo entirely rely upon the 
ralTurances you have given me, with fo much zeal and unani¬ 
mity, and upon your cffeclually fupporiiciigtijM^n following the 
concurrent advice of both Hoiifcs of Parliarn^ht, that I will 
not be wanting in my endeavours to vindicate and maintain 
our undoubted rights, and to anfwer the juft expeftations of 
my people. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

. I return you my thanks for the necellary provifions you have 
made for the fervice of the current year in fo ample a man¬ 
ner. The extraordinary fupply which you have granted me 
•towards augmenting my forces, by fea and land, is fuch a 
•proof of your atFeftion and confidence in me, and of your 
conftant attention to the fervice of your country, that I cannot 
enough commend this fcafunabic care of the welfare and jafety 
•f the kingdom. 



• C 6ss ) 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

I am perfjiaded it is unnecefTary for me to recommend to 
your ferious confideration, the fatal confeqiiences that may 
threaten a nation divided witljin itfelf, influijicd, and milled by 
wicked arts and inlinnations that malice and falfehootl 
can fuggefl:. It is too obvious, what advantages our common 
enemies wait to take from the heats and animoiities, that, 
under groundlefs pretences, are induftrioully fomented and 
fpread throughout the kii^dom. Let all who profefs thein- 
felves zedlous aii'ertors of the rights and privileges, laws and 
liberties of their country, and of the protellant religion, under 
the prefent eflablilhmcnt, unite in the defence of ihcfc incili- 
mable bleffings: let the honour, profperity, and fafciy of the 
kingdom become one common caiifc, and reconcile all civil 
difeords and divifions ; that, by your unanimity, you may dif- 
appoint the only hopes and vain cxpcdlations of our enemies. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Alajclly’s command, faid. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is his Majefty’s royal will and^Ieafurc, that this Parlia- 
menf be prorogued to Thurfday, the ninth day of Aiiguft 
next, to be then here held : and this Parliament is accordingly 
prorogued to Thurfday, the nin^h day ol Aiigull next. , 


His Majejiys mofi gracious Speechy Nov, 15, 1739^^ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^T'HE prefent of our afFulis has obliged me to call you 

togcth?^,'" 9 W»is time, fooncr than has been ufual of late 
years, that 1 may have the immediate advice and afliflance of 
my Parliament, at this critical and important conjuncture. I 
have, in all my proceedings vfith the court of Spain, aCted 
agreeably to the fenfe of both Houfes of Parliament; and 
therefore 1 can make no doubt, but I fhalT meet with a ready 
and vigorous fupport in this juft and necelfary war, which the 
repeated injuries and violences committed by that nation upon 
*he navigation and commerce of thefe kingdoms, and their ob- 
ilinacy, and notorious violation of the moft folemn engage* 
ments, have rendered unavoidable. 

I have augmented my forces by fea and land, purfuant to 
the power given me by Parliament ; which 1 have done with 
all the moderation that the fecurity tmd defence of my domi* 
. nions# 
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nions, the prote£lioi^ of our trade, and the neceflary means of 
difbefliiig atid annoying our enemies in the moA fenfible parts, 
would admit: but, as thefe fervices will be various and extcn- 
five, they muft inevitably be attended with great expenfes, and 
Come inconvenien^ics ; which, I affure myfelf, will be fulla>n-'’d 
with fatisfaclion and chcerlulncfs, in purfuing fuch mcafurcs 
as the honour and intcreil of my crown and kingdoms, and the 
general refentment of an injured and provoked nation, have 
called upon me to undertake. 

_ • 
Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

1 have ordered the proper officers to lay before you eflimates 
for the fervicc of the enfuing year, and likewife a<?counts of 
the extraordinary expenfes tliat have been made this year, in 
purfuance of the power given me by Parliament. And as, in 
the profecution of this war, a number of foldiers to ferve on 
board the fleet may be requilitc, I have judged it proper that a 
body of marines ihouUl be raifed ; and have Jiredled the clli- 
mates for this purpofe to be hkewife prepared, and laid before 
you: and 1 cannot doubt, from your known alFcdlion to my 
perfon and government, and your zeal for the fafety, profpe- 
rity, and glory of thefe kingdoms, but you will grant me fuch 
.eft'eiAual fupplics, and w’iih fuch difpatch as may forward and 
,,givc fpirii to our preparations, and enable me to carry on the 
, war with vigour. 

My Loids and Gentlemen, 

. The I)eals and anirnodties, whieh, with the greateft indnftry, 
havc.bccn fomentetl throughout the kingdom, have, 1 am afraid, 
been one of the chief encouragemems to the court of Spain 
to hold fuch a condu«il towards us, as to make it necelfary to 
have recourfe to arms ; and the unhap py.di^ifio ns amongft my 
fubjetls are the only he,pes of the enemies loTfty government: 
but, whatever views and proje£ls they may form upon this 

• ruptiue, and what advantage.s ioever Spain may vainly promife 
itfelf from any eircumllanccs in the picfent lltuation of affairs, 
it is in your power, by the bleillng of God, to defeat the one, 
and difappoint the other. Union among all thofe w'ho have 
nothing at heart but the true intereft of Great Britain, and a 
becoming zeal in the defence of my kingdoms, and in fupport 
of the common caufe of our country, with as general a con¬ 
currence in carrying on the war as there has appeared for en¬ 
gaging in it, will make the court of Spain repent the wrongs 
they have done us ; and convince thofe who mean the fubver- 
4 ion of the prefcni ellablilhment, thpt t'iis nation is determined 

• aod able both to vindicate liieir i: jured honour, and to defend 

themfclvcs 
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thcmfclves againft all our open and fecrct enemies, both at 
home and abroad. * 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Lords to his Mayjfyy Nov, i6| 1739. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, • 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje^ts, the 
Lords fpiritiial and* temporal, in Parliament aU'embled, 
beg Icavoto return your Majcfty our fincere and humble thanks 
for your molt gracious fpeech from the throne. 

7 'he great regard which yosir Majelly hath exprellbd for the 
fenfe of both Houfes of Parliament in your proceedmgs with 
the court of Spain, is a continuance of that royal goodnefs 
concern -or the true intcrefts (if your people, which we hav^ 
fo often experienced ; and ycutr Mjjclty’s defire to have the ad¬ 
vice and alliitance of your Parii onent, as early as pofTible, in 
this important j:onjun< 3 ;i!rf*, is a frcfh progf of your real cort- 
iiJcnce in your faithful fubjc<‘fs. 

The jurticeand ncccfiit^ of the war which yonr Maji ity has 
been plcafcd to declare againft Spain, mull be as dcmonuiablo 
to all the world, as the violent and intolerable methods pne- 
tifed by that nation to interrupt aftd diflrefs the cavlgatiua 
and C(jnimerce of thefe kingdoms arc notorious ; and it i.s the 
higheft aggravation of this ofFtyirive and inexcufabie conduit^ 
that it has been obftinatcly purfued, in breach of the moft 
folcmn engagements, and in defiance of the higheft obligations 
of friend/liip and good oPiices. Hut lince Great Pritain has 
been thus unavoidably called forth to arms, we efleem it our 
peculiar felicity, that we have a piincc upon the throne, who 
with paternal tendernefs joins in the juft ■ 'fentment of an in¬ 
jured natioj^;^^ajj4k’^d*ofe magnanimity and ftcadincfs are equal 
to the glorious caufe in which he is engaged. 

On this occaiion, the unfeigned tender of our lives and for¬ 
tunes is no more than is due to ^our Majcfty and our country ; 
and we do from the bottom of our hearts give your Majcfty 
the ftrongeft aftiiranccs, that wc will zeaUiufly concur in all 
fuch mcafures as may forward your preparations, and enable 
you to carry on the war with that fpirit and vigour which truly 
become the Britifh name. 

Your Majefty’s goodnefs in acquainting us from the throne, 
that you have augmented your forces by fca and land, puriuant 
to the power given you by Parliament, with all the moderation 
that was confiltent with thofe dell table ends, which you, in 
your royal wifdom, have pointed out to us, as an inftance of 
your Majefty’s gracious difpofition to avoid bringing any unne- 

VoA. I, U u ceffary 
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ccflary burdens upon ^our people ; and though we cannot flat¬ 
ter oiirfclvcs, that a (late of war will not be attended with 
great expenfe.*;, an 1 fome inconvcnienclis ; yet, when it is iin- 
^rtakep, not to gratify the views of rcftlefs ambition, .but to 
aflert and tnaintain the honour and juft rights* of your hla- 
jefty’s crown and kingdoms, we doubt not, but thole powerful 
motives will induce all your fubjc6ls to undergo, wuth cheer- 
fulncfs, whatever is neceii'ary in the profecution of it. 

It gives ii.s inexprclfiblc concern, that there fhould be any 
occafion for your Majefty to repeat your gracious admonitions 
againft thofc heals and animolitics which have been fomented 
throughout the kingdom. As we cannot but moft ferioufly 
^ment the unhappy divifions thereby occalioned; fo nothing 
mail be wanting on our part to heal them, by promoting that 
good harmony and iinaninuty which arc fo ncceflary at this 
jiindure ; and we truft in God, that any hopes or views form¬ 
ed by our enemies upon.fuch ciicumftances, will be found ut¬ 
terly vain* and grdundiefs; lince all your Majefty’s fubjefts 
niuft be convinced, that the fecurity of our religion and liber¬ 
ties, and the fafety and profperity of thefe kingdoms, do en¬ 
tirely depend on the prefervation of your facred perfon and 
government, and of ihp' proteftant fucceflion in yojjr royal 
houfe. 

In this common caufc, intereft, as w?ll as duty, will make 
us unite; and wc do, with the greateft zeal and ftrmnefs, aflure 
your Majefty, that wc are determined, at the hazard of all that 
is dear to us, to fupport it againft all your enemies, both at 
home and abroad ; imploring the Divine Providence to give 
fuccefs to your arms, and make them tjie happy means of pro¬ 
curing a fafe and honourable peace. 


His Afojfjifs Anfvier^ November j6, 1739. 

My Lords, 

T THANK you for this addrefs, fo full of duty and afFe£lion 
to me, and of 'feafonable affuranees of your vigorous fup- 
port. The ratisfa6liou you exprefs in the mcafurcs 1 have 
taken, is very agreeable to me ; and you may depend on my 
endeavours to carry on the war in fuch a manner as may bell 
anfuer the necefl'ary ends propofed by it, and the juft expec¬ 
tations of my people. 
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AcUrefs hythe Houfe of Commons to his Ma}tfy^ l6, 1*739. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

\^£, your Majefty’s nioft dutiful and loyal fubjcas, the 
•'*“ Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament allcmblcd, 
beg leave to return your Majcf}y,our unfeigned thanks for your 
inoft gracious fpccch from the throne ; and to ex profs our en¬ 
tire fatisfa^lion in yu ;«• Majdty’s declaration of war againft 
the crown of Spain ; a war*, which the rc j)cated vi<'l(.nals and 
depredations cominittf’ hy the Spaniih nation upon tlio trade 
and commerce of thef: I.ingdonis, tiie notorirnis vioLci of 
tlicir moll folcmn tnga 'eiuents, their ohllinate rei'nfi! of 
making reparation for : .It injniies, arid of gi\ing fecui'ty^ 
againll tlu^ like for the iulurc, have rendered jull and u 
avoidable. 

It is with the liighcfl fenfc of duly and gratitude we ac-r 
knowledge your M.'’ic(ly’s wifdom and paternal care of your 
people, in makigg ufe of the potver grkntcy in your Map'lly 
by Parliament for the fecurity and defc?k:e of-1hcfc kuigdo.ns, 
for the proic£lion of our trade, and for the dirtrclling and an- 
Jioying our enemies in the molt fcidlble and effedlual manner ; 
and w'e beg leave to alfurc your Majefly, that nothiru; lliall 
divert or deter us from fidtaining, wim fatisfadlion and cheer- 
lulnefs, any extraordinary expenfes and inconvcniencics that 
muft inevitably attend the varioivs and exicnfivc fervices which 
your Majefty lhall find neceifary to undertake, in vindicating 
the honour of your crown, in all'erting the rights of your peo¬ 
ple, and in procuring julttpe to an injured and provoked na¬ 
tion. 

And we befeech your Majefty to accept the flrongeft and 
moft afFedlionate afl'iiranccs, that, in defence of yotir Majefty’s 
kingdoms, ajj^d of the common caufc of our country, 

we will raife fuch effedlual fiipplies, and with fuch chcerful- 
nefs and difpatch as will fr*rward and give fpirit to your 
Majefty’s preparations, and enable your Majefty to carry on 
the war w'ith vigour. 

And your dutiful Commons being truly fonfible of the fatal 
confequcnces of inteftinc heats and animofitics, will, with a 
7cal becoming the reprefentatives of ttic people in Parliament, 
endeavour to compofe thofe unhappy divifions which have too 
long prevailed among your Majclly’s fubjedls; * and we do 
alfurc your Majefty, that nothing lhall be wanting on our 
part to rellore to the nation that union and harmony which 
may effedlually defeat and difappoint all the vain projedls, 
hopes, and cxpedlations of your Majefty's open and fecret 
enemies, both at home and abroad. 

• U u 2 Ihs 
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Hfs Majejly^s j^nfwerf November 19, i 739 » 
Gentlemen, 

I RETURN you* my thanks for this dutiful and afTcflionate 
addrefs. The unanimous fupport of my faithful Commons, 
in this juft and national caufc, will add the greateft weight to 
my warlike preparations ; and, by the blelling of God, be the 
fureft means of procuring fuccefs 19 my arms, and jufti<;e to 
my injured people. 


MeJJage from his MajrJJy *0 the Iloufc nj Commons y Feb* 12, 1740. 
'George Rex. 

TTIS Majclly, in further profecution of the juft and nccef' 
fary war in which he is engaged, liaving under his confi- 
deration certain meafurts Avhich will j)ccalion fome cvitraordi- 
naiy expi nlcs, not. < in,jjclxtided in the cliirr.ates laid before 
this Houfe, hopes, irom the known zeal of his faithful Com¬ 
mons, that he lliall be enabled to carry on the fame in the moft 
eflfedual manner. 


Meffagefrom his Afaje/ly to the Houfe of Commonsy Mar* 6, 1740, 
George Rex. 

TJjlS Majefty having received propofals for a marriage be- 
tween the Princefs Mary and Prince Ertderick of Helfe, 
fon of Prince William, Landgrave of Plcfl'e, brother to the 
King of Sweden, has been pleafed favourably to accept and 
agree to the fame y and has thought proper to communicate his 
intentions to this iJoufe: and as his can make no 

doubt, but that this alliance wdth fo confideraolc a protertant 
family, will be to the general fatisfaddion of all his good I’ub- 
jc(fts, he promifes hinifelf the concurrence and afliftance of 
this Houfe, in enabling him to give fuch a portion to his 
daughter, as may,be ftiitable to the honour and dignity of his 
crown and family. 


Addrefs by both Houfes to his Majejtyy Alanh 17, 1740. 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

TT^E, your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjedls, the 
* Lords fpirhual and temporal, and Commons, in Parlia¬ 
ment affeinbled, do congratulate your Majefty on the glorious 

fucceftt 
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fuccefs of your Majefty’s arms in the tmlics, umlcr the 
command of Vice-admiral Vernon, by cnterliig the port atid 
taking tlic town of Porto Hello, ami demolilhiii” and levelling 
all the forts and catflcs belonging thereto, w^th li\ Ihips of war 
dhly. 

This enterprize, To wifely (i:)ncertcd, and f) bravely con- 
du£lcd, cannot fail of giving tlie i-imoU: joy to all yonr Ma¬ 
jefty’s faithful fnbjcfts, (ince I-' affords the mnft reafonable 
hopes and expertations, thSt, by the bIcHing of (Jed upcui )our 
Majefty’s coimcihs and arms, it may be attended with other 
important advantages, and highly contribute to the obtaining 
real and efFc<ftual iccurity of thofe juft rights of navigation 
and commerce belonging to your Majefty’s fubjetfts ; for th« 
prefervatiwi of which your Majelly entered into tliis iiccefTa^^ 
War. 


Ills Jlfujeji/s f Afar^Jj *74^* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, \ 

T THANK you for your dutiful congratulations on this fuc- 
cefs, which is fo much for the honour and intereft of my 
crown and kingdoms. The latisfai^ion you exprefs in the 
mcafurcs I have taken is very agreeable to me. 


• > 

i 

His Majejiy^s mojl gracious Spvcchf jlpril‘Z<)i 1740- 

My Lords and Gcntlcmpn, 

^T^HE zeal which you have ftiewn for the fuppoit and pro- 
fccution of the juft and nccelfary war in which 1 am 
engaged, is a freHi proof of your concern for the lionour and 
intereft of tffj c^ffvvn'and kingdoms. As this great and n.i- 
tional undertaking is the principal objc< 5 l of our attention and 
cxpc6tations, fo the juftice of our caufc, and the luccefs w'hich 
hath hitherto attended my arms^ give us the moft reafonable 
hopes> that, by the continuance of the Divine aUiltance, wc 
may fee a liappy iifue of it, • 

Gentlemen of the Honfe of Commons, 

I thank you for the effectual fupplics which you have 
granted me for the fervice of the current year. 1 he beft re¬ 
turn 1 can make, is to affure you, that they lhall be duly em¬ 
ployed to the purpofes for which they were given. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have formerly recommended to you union amongft your- 
felves, as being highly conducive to the carrying on this great 
“ * U u 3 work 
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work wilh honour advantage, and to the more fpeedy oL- 
taining of all poUible juitice and fatisfadion from the crown 
of Spain, for the many grievous injuries fuffered by my fub- 
jeda, and vfl'ednal fecurity for the freedom of our commerce 
and navigation tor the future. I do now earncitly exhort you 
to promote and extend that union in your refpedive countries. 
Let the fiipporl of the common caufe of the nation prevail to 
attain tins defirablc tnd. Our ciieinics mui'l already have been 
made fcnlible, in feme dcgice, of 'the weight of our juil re- 
fentment. "I'hey fee my kingdoms m fucli u pollurc of de¬ 
fence, as mnll render all attempts from them, without encou¬ 
ragement fiom amongll omfclves, \ain and defperate.^ They 
fee the trade and navigation of n-y fuhjcds proteded, as far as 
natuie .niul circiunllaiices ol a maritiino war will poffibly 
•admit; am! a’ the tame time, the molt valuable branches of 
the Spaniiii eommtice gieatl) inTciruptcil, and fnbjedcd to 
many dilTicnlties and lolii-^. f lom tlKfe liapp-v effede of my 
early emleavours, gnd ,,v»nr ready coneurrencej at the firll en¬ 
trance into the wa-./ I/.aimn- Imi Impc that the preparatious 
which 1 am now making fm canting it on in the moif proper 
places, ami in the inoi'i vigorous and etfldnal manner, will be 
blelLJ wilh luccels ei[u.u to onr jiill expectations. 


And attervvards the Lord Cranccilor, by his Majefly’s com- 

inand, faid, 

Aly Lords and (ientleineii, 

I'r is liis Majedy's royal w'lll and plcafnrc, that this Parlia- 
nicnt be prorogued t'» 'rnefday, the third day of June 
next, to be then heie held: and this Parliament is accordingly 
piorogued to 7 ’iK'fday, the third Uay ofjiinc next. 


i/zi ALtj.'jiy y moji gi Sj>iech, i^uiemher l8, I740. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T Acquainted you at the elofe of the lall fenion of Parliament, 
•* that 1 was making preparations for carrying on the juft and 
iiecellary war in which I am engagrd, in the moft proper 
places, and in the iiiolT: vigorous and tffedual manner. For 
this p»‘rpofc, flrong fquadrons were got ready, and ordered to 
fail upon important ferviccs, both in the Welt Indies and Eu¬ 
rope, wilh as much expedition as the natuie of thofe fervices 
and the manning ot the Ihips would adnnt: a very . . ,'ul(;ra- 
ble botly of land forces were embarked, whicli u ic-s '-..ed 
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by a great number of my fubje^ls raifcd in America; and all 
things neccllary for tranfporting the tro|ps from, hence, and 
carrying on the defigned expedition, were a long time in readi- 
nefs> and waited only for an opportunity to puriue the intended 
voyage. ^ , 

The fevcral incidents which have happened in the mean, 
time, have had no ett'edt iipoivme but to coi.ilrm me in my 
''Teiolutions, and to determine me to add ilrength to my arma- 
mchts, rather than to divert or deter me from thofe jull and 
vigorous jneafures which 1 am purfuing lor maintaining the 
honour of my ciown, and tlic undoubted rights of my people. 

The court of Spain, having already felt lome oliVcls ot our 
refentment, began to be fenfible that they ihould be no lunger 
able, alone, to defend themlehes againlt the efforrs of the 
Britiili nafion : and if any other power, agreeably to I’oine hW 
extraordinary proceedings, ihould interpofe and attempt to 
preferibe or limit the operations of the war againll my declared 
enemies, the honour and i.utercll of niy crown and kingdoms 
nlull call upon {is to lofc no tune in puJtiu^ (jyidijvcs i^o fuch 
a condition, as may enable,tis to upcl afftTmfults, and to fruf- 
trate any dcligns formed ug.iinll ns in violation of the faith of 
treaties. And I liope any fuch vmpieccilcnted Heps-, under 
wliat colour or pretence foever titey Jki.iy be taken, will inipirc 
my allies with a true fetife of the common danger, and will 
unite us in the fujiport and de'eiicc oi ilie common caiife. 

The great and unhaj j.y evi-rtt ol the ileaili of the late Em-^ 
peror opens a new fceiic m the aii'iirs ol I’lioope, in which all 
the principal powers may be immedialel) or cotilequenlially 
concerned. It is imiajliible to tletcrminc what turn the policy, 
intcred, or ambition or the fevcral courts may lead them to taka 
in this critical conjundlnrc. It lhall be my care ftriilly to ob- 
ferve and attend to their motions, and to adhere to the engage¬ 
ments I anruncl<!r, in order to the maintaining of the balance 
of power, and tlie liberties of Europe; and, in concert with 
fuch powers as are under the fame obligations, or equally con¬ 
cerned to preferve the public fafety and tranquillity, toacl fuch 
a part as may beft contribute to avert the imminent dangers 
that may threaten them. * 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I have ordered eftimates to be prepared and laid before you 
for the fervice of the enfuing year. It is always with regret 
that I afk any extraordinary aids of my people; but what I 
Jiavc already mentioned, mull be fufficient to fatisty you, that 
fome augmentations will be neceflfary, not only for carrying on 
the wefent war with vigour, but alQ) to put ourfclvcs in aeon- 
^ U u 4 dition 
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dition of being preaued for fuch events as may arife in this 
new and uncertain liate of Europe. I therefore depend on 
your experienced zeal and afFeclion for me and my govern¬ 
ment, your concern for your own fafety and the fupport of the 
common caulc, to grant me fuch tffedlual fupplics as may be 
requifite for thefc great ends. , 

My Lords and (lentlcmen. 

The fcarcity of corn which has happened in many counrrics 
of Europe, has inducetl feveral powers to make extraordinary 
provilions to obviate the ill effb£fs of that misfortune ; and 
though in many parts of this kingdom the harveff has proved 
more favourable, yet common prudence has called upon us to 
^r^vidc, as far as may be, againlt the approach of fuch a caU- 
*Jmty. Befides, in our prefent circumltances, It would be an 
inexcnfable neglciSf to fiiffcr our enemies to be fupplied with 
any kind of provilions from my dominions, and that even at 
the hazard of my own ftjbjcdSls being dilhcHtd. Let me there¬ 
fore caFncflly rec J it to )oii, to confidcr of feme good 

law to prevent this growing mifehief. 

The difficulties which have been found in manning the fleet, 
by the ijfual methods hitherto pra£lifcd, demonftrate the want 
of fotnc parliamentary remedy. I mull therefore prefs it upon 
you to lofe no time in making fuch provifions in this rcfpc£l, 
as, whilft we are engaged in a war in defence of the commerce 
and navigation of this kingdom’, may enable the public to avail 
itfclf of thofe great numbers of feamen, which make fo valuable 
a branch of our flrength. 

The importance of thefc confiderations is fo apparent, that I 
need life no arguments to convince you of the ncccffity of the 
utmoft unanimity and difpatch in your proceedings. 


Addrefs hy the Hoiife of Lordsf November 19, 1740. 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

'TXrE, your Majclly’s mofl dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, in Parliament allembled, 
beg le^v^ .1, _ urii your Majelty our humble thanks for your 
tno'.l giacious fpeech from t\ic throne. 

The refolutions which your Majefty isplcafcd toexprefs, foi 
carrying on this juft and necelfary war in the moll proper places, 
and in the mbft vigorous and cflciftual manner, is fo agreea¬ 
ble to your royal wdfdom, as well as to the united dcfircs of your 
people, that it fills our hearts with the moll grateful fentiments. 
As the Weft Indies has been the feeneof the moll outrageous 

4 dw ,4'CUX- 



( 665 ) 

depredations and violences, committed bv the Spaniards upon 
your Majelly’s fubjeas, we hope and trTift, that l)y the blef- 
Jing of God on your Majelty’s councils and arm.^, this nation 
will, in thofe parts more elpecially, obtain that jull f.itisfadioii 
for pall: injuries, and effcdtial fecurity for tfieir navigation and 
conimci. '. for the future, whi^h have liitherlo been refufed, 
conlrars to the faith of the molt folcmn treaties. 

•MV c mull ever acknowletlgc it, amongltthc many inftanccsof 
your Majc ll) fnmnefs aiM true greatnefs of mind, that you 
» have hot Hiiifered any incidents whatfoever to divert or deter 
you trom thefe ineafures : and we doubt not but yotir enemies 
will foon be convinced, that the fecurity ol yotir Majelty's 
government at iiome nnill be drengthened, in the atKcdions and 
fiipport of your people; whillt your ftpiadions are fenil^^ 
dillant parts of tlic world, as well for maiulaining their un¬ 
doubted rlglits and luttreds, as the honour of your imperial 
crown. • 

Under this deep feiifc of onr oblig;.^ion| to your 
permit us to offei af your royal leetaiunauces, 
that if any other power Iho'ild attempt to preiciihe or limit the 
operations of the war againlf your declared enemies, liieh an 
extraordinary piax ccding wonid not lail tf) create un us the high- 
ell and ■moll becoming indignation, aiid to determine us to 
concur iit all proper incarurcs for vindicaiing and deteruhn:; 
your Majefty’s tiignity a.id honi'iir againll any infiilts', and lor 
irullrating any delign forineJ againll us. 

We are truly feulible that tpe death of the late Emperor is an 
event which calls for the.vif'ilaut atretuiou ol all iliofe who 
iincerely willi well tfjthc coin.imn laletyand tranqnilliiy ; and 
we beg leave to aifiirv- your Majelly, iliat we will zealoully 
Hand by and fupport yim, in .idlierin'.’; to the engagements yon 
arc under, mrintainiiig tl;e balance anil iilierties ol l'iuio])e 
on that impoitant occalion, a., vvcll as in the ligorous profccu- 
lion of the prcfenl war. 

To repeat the uiifcigned profclli'ans that we havi,* fo often 
made, of our inialtciabio lideiity ami aliection to your Majel- 
iy's faded perfon and government, and oin*/eal ot the conti¬ 
nuance of the jirotellanl liiccc lilun in yonr roval hotife, may 
feem unnecelVary, when it is dcmoultrjlily O'lr dlcritial intc- 
reft, as well as our duly, to [jcjlcvcre in thele principles. But 
we fhould be wanting to thole warm im-preluons which we feel 
in ourfelvcs, if \vc did not, in this eonjum lure, declare to 
your MajcHy and the whole world, the iixcd anJ uiilhakcn 
• purpofe of our iiearts to delcnd and fupport this glorious 
caufe.at the cxpcirfc ot our bloody and treafurc ; aryl at the 
, fain^timc, exprefs our fncerc and aidcnt wi'lic.'-, lh.it ail your 
"■f • ciiicrprifes 
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enterprifcs for maintaining the honour of your Miijcdy’s cir 
and the rights of yoifr pcoj’’'', may li blefled with the r . 
profperous fuccefs. 


His Meyejly*s Aufwer, November 19, 174c- 
My Lords, 

T THANK you for this mod dutiful and affeilionate ahdv !S« 
Nothing can be more agreeable tt.) me, than the zeal you ex- 
prefs for the vigorous profecution of this jult and needffary war, 
the fupport of my dignity and honour, and the prefervation of 
the balance and liberties oi Europe ; all which 1 have entirely 
heart. 


Addrefs by the Houfe of Commons, November 10, 1741* 

Moft gracious Sovereign^ 

your Majffty’t mod chitiful and loyal fubje£ls, the 

^ ConiinoHs W'Xv cat Britain, in Parliament aifcmbled, 
humbly beg leave to congratulate your Majcdy on your fafe and 
happy return to thefe your regal dominions ; and to return our 
iinccre thanks for your Majedy’s mod gracious fpcech from the 
throne. 

Your faithful Commons, with hearts full of duty and grati¬ 
tude, cannot but acknowledge your Majedy’s great regard for 
the honour and intered of thefe kingdoms, in equipping fuch 
ftrong fquadrons of men of war, and embarking a body of land 
forces, to be joined and drengthened by a confidcrable number 
of your Majedy’s fubjccls railed in America, in order to carry 
on the war in thofe parts in the mod vigorous and cfFe£luaI 
manner. 

We at the farric time beg leave to exprefs our mod dutiful 
fenfc of your Majedy’s firmnefs and rcfoliition, in not fiiffcring 
yourfclf to be diverted or deterred by any incidents from pur* 
fuing the jud and vigorous nie'^Jurcs in which your Majelly is 
engaged, for maintaining the honour of the crown, and the 
undoubted rights of ytnir people : and we ad'ure your Majedy, 
that this Houfe will dand by and fupport your Majcdy againll 
all attempts made in violation of the faith of treaties, or tend¬ 
ing to preferibe or limit the operations of the war againd your 
Majedy’s declared enemies. 

Your dutiful and loyal Commons w’ill, wdth the utmoft 
checrfulnefs, grant your Majedy fuch clfcilual fupplics as fhall 
be ncceflary, not only for carrying on the prefent war with 
vigour, but alfo to put your Majcdy in a condition of being 

prej[t.wed 
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prepared for fuch events as may arife from the new and uncer* 
lain i^ate of affairs in Europe. f • 

Your Majefty’s tendernefs and concern for the cafe and 
welfare of your fubjeds, in recommending to the confide ration 
of Parliament the great diflrcfs that may ariHe from the fcarcity 
of corn, calls upon us in the Arongeft manner to lofe no time 
in taking the mo A proper and*cAedual methods of avoiding 
flK^fe great and dangerous niifchiefs which fo apparently threa¬ 
ten us, and of not fuffering our enemies to be fnpplicd w'ith 
any kind of provifions from any of your Majefly’s dominions. 

We will alfo take fuch mcafurcs as lhall be thought moft 
reafonablc and pradlioable to enable your Majelly eftcdually to 
man your royal fleets for the defence of the kingdom, for the 
fecurity of the trade and navigation of your MajeAy’s fubjcdfi 
and for carrying on the war with vigour. 


Hh JiJajt'Jiy s Anfvjery Kovember 2 i, 1740. 
Gentlemen, , 

T RETURN you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal addrefs, 
and for the aifurances you have given me of fupporting me 
in the profecution of this juA and nctclfary war; and you may 
depend upon it, that the fupplies you fhall grant me Aiall be 
employed in the moA cAcdual manner, to vindicate and fup- 
port the honour and intcrcA of my crown and kingdoms. 


HUAIaj(Jlyi mojl graciouit Speech, April 8, 1741. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

AT thc^opening of this feflion, I took notice to you of the 
death of the late Emperor, and of my refolution to .adhere 
to the engagements 1 am under, in order to the maintaining of 
the balance of power, and the liberties of Europe, on that im¬ 
portant occafion. The alfuraliccs 1 received from you in re¬ 
turn to this communication, were perfe^ly agreeable to that 
zeal and vigour which this Parliament has always exerted, in 
the fupport of the honour and intcrcA of my crown and king¬ 
doms, and of the common caufe. 

The war which has fince broke out and been carried on in 
part of the AuArian dominions, and the various and cxtenllve 
claims which arc publicly made on the late Emperor’s fuccef- 
fion, are new events that require the utmoA care and attention, 
.as they may involve all Europe in a bloody war, and in con- 
fcq^nce expofe the dominions of* fuch princes as Aiall take 
{' • part ’ 
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part In fuprort of Ac pragmatic fan<Flion, to imminent and 
immediate dri.ger. The Q^icen of Hungary h:».; already made 
a reqiiiiiiion of tlie twelve thonfai-d men cxpi' l'dy ftijnilated by 
treaty ; a’.o theteupon I have demaiid-^d of rh{‘. King of Den¬ 
mark, ai.d of the Kin^^ of Sweden, L .ndgravc of Helfe 
Cade;}, ihcir refpeTivc i-)odicf^ of troops, confifting of fix thoii- 
fand men each, »o be in readiiufa march forthwith to the 
alfinancc of her Htjngarian Majcltv. J am alfo concerting ftlch 
furtl)cr meafiires as may obviate and difappoint all dang-’rous 
delighs and attempts that may be forincd or carried'on iji fa¬ 
vour of any iinjidl pretenfions, to the prejudice of the hoiife of 
Aujtria. In this complicated and uncertain flatc of things, 
ipany incidents may aiifc during the ’ime, when, by rcafon of the 
^approaching conclulion ol this Parliament, it may be impoHible 
for me to have your advice and afliiflaticc, which may make it 
ncccllaiy for me to er' r into flill larger expenfes for main¬ 
taining the prngtnmic fancVion. In a conjiindliire fo critical, 
I huge thought it pjoper to lay ihefc important confiderations 
before y()u','ri»ftlthe concurrence oi my Parliament, 
in enabling me to contribute in the moft cftc£lual manner to 
the fnpport of the Queen of Hungary, the preventing by all 
reafonablc means the fubverfion of the hoiife of Auftria, and 
to the maintaining the liberties and balance of power in 
Europe. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I mull recommend it to you to grant me fuch a fupply as 
may he requifitc for ihcfe ends ; and tjie jinl concern and rcadi- 
nefs '.shicli I have conllantly found in you to make all ncccnhry 
provilions for the public good ant! our common fccurity, leave 
me no room to doubt of the fame good dirpofition and affetSlion 
in this inilancc. «. 

, My I.ords and Gentlemen, 

1 am perfuaded I need fay no more to recommend thefe con- 
fidcratiuus to you, which fo nccelFarily arife from the prefent 
fituation of aH'airs; I ihall therefore only add, that whatever 
expenfes may be incurred on this occafion, lhall be made in as 
frugal a manner as polfible ; and an accouitt thereof lhall be laid 
before the next Parilamcnt. 
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Addrefs hy the Houfe of Lordf^ Ay^l ip, i>4i. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s mofl dutiful and l/jyal fubjo^ls,' the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, in Parliament aifcmblcd, 
beg leave to return your Majeliy our moil humble thanks for 
your moft gracious fpccch from the throne ; and for your Ma¬ 
jefty’s great attention and c^ire for tlie prefcrvaiicn of the ba¬ 
lance of power, and the peace and liberties of Lutopc, in 
which the tranquillity and fccurity of thefe kingdoms aie fo 
nearly intcrcllc<l. 

We cannot but exprefs our great concern that a war has 
broke our and is carried on in part of the Aufttian dominionst; 
and ws arJ highly fenfiblc of yotir Majclly’s royal wifdom, in' 
the refolution you have been pleafed to dci hire, for the main¬ 
tenance of the pragmatic fandion, and the afliilance of the 
Qiieer of Hungary, 

We allure yo’ur Majedy, that in cafe it^liall IvcQme-rttcef- 
fary to enter into fiirtlier o^eiifcs in fo jult a caufe, your Ma- 
jefty may depcml on oiir chcerfil and zealous concur*euce, in 
enabling your Majefty to contribute in the nioft efrecfual man¬ 
ner to the fi'pport of the Qiitcn of Ltinga y ; and to the ftre- 
venting, by all nafonablc means, tl-, fubvertion of ihc boufe 
of Auilria, the ancient and natural allv of tl’e brii'ih crown. 

We think ourfeivcs obliged Upon this ■ ccaf.oii, to renew thc^ 
profeflions of our moft dutiful and inyiolable hdclity ; and to 
give youj Majefty thi ftrongtft affurances, that if aiiv part of 
your dominions, although not belonging to the crown of (jicat 
Pritain, fhould be attacked or infultcd by any prince or power 
whatfoever, in refentment of the juft and necefTary meafurcs 
vvhirh yoiir Majefty hath taken, or lhall take, for maintaining 
the pragm^lic fandion, we arc dctern.ined to exert ourfclves to 
the utmoft in defending and proteding fuch dominions from 
any fuch attacks or infults. 


His Majejiyi An/werj April ifl, I741« 

My Lords, 

T THANK you very kindly for this moft fcafonabic and duti- 
fill addrefs. The true concern you Ihew for the afliftance of 
the Queen of Hungary, and the fupport of the houfc of Auilria, 
is very agreeable to me. 

Theaffurance you give me in relation to my territories abroad 
is a ftrong proof of your affcdlion tq me j and y ou may depend 

on 
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on my making no other ufe of the confidence you repofc in me, 
than to enable me to aA with vigour in maintaining the prag¬ 
matic fan£lion, and in the prefervation of the balance and li¬ 
berties of Europe, and of our common intereil and fecurity. 


Addrefs to his Majejiy by the Houfe of Commons^ April 9, I74i» 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje£ls, the 
' Commons of Great Britain, in Parliamem al^embled, 
beg leave to return your Majefty our moft hutnblc ih.'.nki ior 
ypur Majefty’s moft gracious fpet-^'h from the throne, untl to 
exprefs our dutiful fenfe of your M^jefly’s jtift and due regard 
for the rights and iutcreft of the Qiioen ot Hrngary, and for 
maintaining the pragmatic fandlion. We cannot hut entirely 
concur with your Majclly in the prudent menfurcs which your 
Majcity is pnrfuing.for the fupport of the common raufe, and 
for the prcfcYvation of-the libcttics and the balance ot power in 
Europe ; wc acknowledge your Majefty’s wirdom and refolu- 
lion, in not fuffering yourfelf to be diverted from ftcadily per- 
fevering in your juft purpofes of fululling the engagements 
which yotir Majefty has entered into with the houfe of Auftria: 
and do alTurc your Majefty, that in juiticc and in vindication 
of the honour and dignity of the Biiiith crowm, this Houfe 
will clTe£lually ftand by and fupport your Majefty againft all 
infults and attacks which any prince or power, in refentment of 
the juft meafurcs which your Majefty has fo wifely taken, lhall 
in^ke upon any of your Majefty’s territories or dominions, 
though not belonging to the crown of Ciieat Britain : and we 
beg leave further to alfurc your Majeft), that in any future 
events W'hlch may arife from ibis unctriain ftatc of things, and 
which may make it ncceffary for your Majefiy to enter into 
flill larger expenfes, your faithful Commons will enable your 
Majefty to contribute, in the moft efFe6lual manner, to the 
fupport of the Qiiccn of Hungary, to the preventing by all 
rcafonablc means tbc fubverfion of the houfe of Auftria, and 
to the maintaining the pragmatic fanflion, and the liberties and 
balance of Europe. 


His Majejlfs Anfwer, April 13, 1741. 

Gentlemen, 

I GIVE you my thanks for tliis dutiful and loyal addrefs. 

Your great readinefs in enabling me to make good my en¬ 
gagements with the Qi^iccn of Hungary, and the afl'urances you 

give 
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give me, not to fuffer my foreign dominies to be infulted, on 
ac'^ouiic of the nieafures I am puiluingf for the Vupport of 
the or g'V.aric frM-.clion, arc fuch evident proofs of yo'irjuft 
con f“n r«'i !oalmaining the liberties and balance of power in 
Euro; , and ot your great regard to my lionotir and inteieli, 
that ) oi; • i.iy depe nd upon all jiiitablc returns from me for 
this pai'leii'ar mark of your affediion and confidence in rac. 


His MojiJly s moji gracious Speechj April 25, I74l« 

My ‘ ■•'■■Is and Gentlemen, 

v. .. and 'i^patch with which you have goiie through 
tin. . -'id'c bi'f’iijefs, during the coiirfe of this feilion, arc 
undeniable proof', ot y.nir llcady regard to the welfare of your 
country ; arid ronleoucntly the moli acceptable tellimonies of 
yoar dutv .ind dh >i|on to me. The pi"verful affillancc which 
you have given'me for earrying on thejuA and nereflary'%ar 
in which I am cnu .ged, is the bell means of reducing our 
enemies to rcafon \ and the vigour and earnednefs which you 
have lo feafonably flican for the fiefence of the Houfc of 
Auftria,.and the maintenance of tin* balance and liberties of 
Europe, mull give the greated encouragement to our friends. 
Tliefe are the methods to lecurc to this nation that weight and 
influence abroad, which its natilral llrcngth and fituation cn-. 
title it to. 

Gentlemen of the Hpufe of Commons, 

It is with particular fatisfaclion I acknowledge your read!* 
nefs and application in raifing the fupplics for the fervice ot 
the current year; which you have done with fo jull a regard 
to the prefAit exigencies of the public, as (hews you to be the 
true reprcfentalives of my faithful Commons. 

My Lords and Gentlemen,^ 

I cannot part with this Parliament without publicly return¬ 
ing you my thanks for the many eminent jndanccs you have 
given me of your fidelity and affeftion to my perfon and go¬ 
vernment ; your fixed refolution to maintain the protedant 
fucceflion in my family; and your unfhaken adherence to the 
true intcred of your country. You have, with the mod be¬ 
coming fpirit and firmnefs, exerted yourfelves in vindicating 
and defending the honour of my crown, and the undoubted 
rights of navigation and commerce belonging to my fubje£fs ; 
and enabled me to revenge thofe wrongs and infults, which, 
contrary to the faith of treaties, had been committed againft 
’ both* 
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both. In To rriiical a copjiindure you have fupported the na¬ 
tional credu, and Ij^cngthciRcI the hands of my government to 
a degicc ex. ceding me expedations of ihofe who wilhed well 
to us, and to the rnanifcil difyppomtmcnt of fiich as envied 
onr profj • riiy. At the fame thiic, you have demon 11 rated to 
all the v.'orld, that (ircat Jlritain is in a condition, not only to 
defend her! ll, but alfo to aHhid a «lne fiipport to her allies, and 
the common caufe of Lurope. As I’ucii a condudt mud give a 
lading reputation to this [‘arliamc-.f, fo it will be the fubjecl 
of crmilalion to thofc witiidi dial! come after it. 

T will immediately give tlv nccc.Iary orders for calling a new 
J’arliainent. There is not any thing I let fo high a value upon, 
as the love and affedtion of my people ; in which I liave fo en¬ 
tire a confidence, that it i.s with great fatisfadli in 1 fee this op¬ 
portunity put into their hands of giving me trclh proofs of ;t, 
in the choice of their reprefentatives. 

On the prefent cdabhfnmcnt depends the continjirnec of 
our excellent condilution in church and Iftitc ; ! in this 

confliuition co.nllds the fe^iirity of the pred. i vll. ■ dir-'cnt : 
notlung can hurt the one, that will not, in proj a*iion, iinder- 
miuc and weaken the oth»'r. For iny part, the iuulor;.i pre- 
fervation of both, and the maintenance of the religious and 
civil riglits of all iny ft bjccis, have been, and ever lhal! be, 
my condanl care. Thole who dillingnilb themfclvcs by per- 
feveting in thefe principles, lhall always find my countenance 
, and favour ; and, by invariably purfuing thefe wife and honf d 
meafiircs, we may enlerlali the htll groiiiidcd hopes, that, under 
the piotcdVion of divine Piovidciice, the happinefs of Great 
Britain will be pcrpciiiatcd to poderhy. 


Then the Lord-Chancellor, by liis Majedy’s conpnand, faid, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

"I'r is his Majedy’s royal will and plcafure, that this Parlia- 
ment be piorogucd to Ti.efday, t'.c twelfth day of May 
next, to be tl.cn here held : and this 'Parliament is accordingly 
prortigued to I'ucKlay, the twelfth da’ of Miiy next. 


Speech hy ihe Spechcr ojihe Houfe of CsmmcKS, Dee. 4, 1741. 

May it plcafc your mod excellent Majedy, 

'T'HE Commc is of Great Britain, in Parliament alTcmbled, 
have, in purfuance of your Majedy’s commands, and ac¬ 
cording to their ancient right to make choice of one of their 

members 
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members to be tlicir Speaker, once more cleded me to thil 
high and painful office ; but bow prope|ly for me, for them- 
fclves, and for the pubhc, is now with your Majelly to judge: 
and to your royal judgment, Sir, 1 do, with all huinlilenefs and 
relignation, fubniit iiiyfelf ^ bJjig wtll apured, that, fhould 
your Majelly think fit to difappvove ot thii their prefent choice, 
your Commons v\ ill have no difliculty to lind fonic other perfon 
among thcroj to be prefented to your Majtlty on this OLcafion, 
to whom none of thofe olyeftions can be made, which 1 fe..r 
^may too jullly, from my ihipcrlcdionr, aiil'e in your loyul 
breall, upon my being again the lubjedl oi yout Majelly's 
confideration for this important charge. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majelly’s dircdlions, faiJ, 
Mr. pnflow, 

'T^HE King Ijas had fo many eminent pnjof, of your alwHiy 
and zeal lor the fi rvice ol liiinr<;ll, anr! ol your lountiy 
(whicli is always the fame; in tin* high ihi'i-m to which you 
are now a third time called, that his IVlajelly has commanded 
me to let you know, that he entirely approves the choice which 
his faithful Commons have made; and therefore allows and 
confirms you to be their Speaker. 


Then Mr. Speaker faid, 

CiNCE your Majelly has been pleafed to ratify the choice 
your ComiT]ons have made of me to he their Speaker, it is 
my duty, Sir, to fubmit myfeif to your royal deter.T.ination, 
and to return your Majelly my humbleft tlu^nks for this mark 
of your ro>^al grace and favour to me ; and to allure you, Sir, 
of mv bell endeavours to difeharge, as I ought, this great truft, 
whiifh the Commons have committed to, and your Majelly has 
now confinned upon me : and,•for my encouragement therein, 
fiiffer me, great Sir, to hope for your Majefly’s pardon of my 
failings and infirmities; at lealt, that youf"Majelty would not 
Impute them in any wife to your faithful Commons: and, that 
they may be the better enabled to perfoim ihcir*Tluty to your 
Majelly, and their country, I do, in their name, and on their 
behalf, by humble petition to your Majelly, lay claim to all 
their ancient rights and privileges; particularly, that they, 
their fervants, and eftates, may be free from all arrefls and 
molellations; that they may enjoy freedom of fpeech in all 
their debates, and have liberty of accefs to your royal perfon, 

Vov. I A* vben 
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tvhen occafion lhall require it; and that all their proceedings 
may receive from yqfjr Majefty the moil favourable conftruc-r 
tion. 


The Lord Chancellor, receiving further dircdioiis from his 

Majel^y, faid, 

Mr. Ispcakcr, 


King has an entire confidence in the prudence and 
■*’ temper of this Houfe of Commons, as well as in their 
duty and affcdioii to his perfon and government ; an<l his Ma- 
jefiy docs mod readily grant to them all their privileges, in as 
full and ample manner as they have at any time been hereto 
fiire granted or allowed by his Majefiy, or any ot his royal 
prcdccciFors. 

As to the fint which you, Sir, have made on your own be¬ 
half, your former coniiucl is the clcareft evidence how little 
you Hand in need of it; but, for your greater encouragement 
and'fupport in thcsexccution of fo important a trull, iiis Ma¬ 
jefty, agreeable to his won led goodoefs, has commanded me to 
afliire you, that he will always put the moft favourable con- 
ftrudion both upon your words and adions. 


ITli Majcfiy s mrj} gracious Speech^ December 4, I74t* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“IT is always a grjeat fatisfadion to me to meet yon alfemblcc! 

in Parliament; and efpccially at this time, when the pofture 
of affairs makes your counfel and afliltance fo ncccITary; and 
when, by means of the new eledions, I may have an oppor¬ 
tunity of knowing the more immediate fenfe and dirpofitiou of 
my people in general, from their reprel'cntatives, chofen during 
a fcafon which has been attended with great variety of inci¬ 
dents of the higheft confcquencc and expedation ; and during 
the courfe of the war in which we are engaged againft the 
crown of Spain: a war, in ilfelf jnft and necelfary, entered 
into by the repeated advice of both Houfes of Parliament*; 
and particularly recommended to me to be carried on in Ame¬ 
rica, which has b(.en my principal care. I can, therefore, 
make no doubt, but that you are met together fully fenlible of 
our prefent fituation j and prepared to give me fuch advice as 
/hall be moft conducive to the honour and true intereft of my 
crown and kingdoms. 

You cannot but have obfervetf, with an attention fuitable to 
the occafion, the impending dangers that threateit Europe, and 
‘ • more 
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more immediately fuch parts of the continent as fliall with- 
ftand or refill the formidable powers whilli are coirtcdt rated for 
the fubverfion or rcdi>£lion of the houfe of Aiiltria. The ap- 
prehenfion of thefe things was comniuiiicat< d to the lalt I*ar- 
liament ; when both Honfes cxprelied thefr great concern for 
the troubles which were then broke out in the Aiilhian domi¬ 
nions ; and came to the llron|cft rcfoluiions in tavoiii ol the 
Qtieen of Hungary, for the maintenance of the pragmatic 
fandion, and tor the preservation of the balance ot power, 
and the pt ace and libenics of Europe. And fiad otlicr powers, 
that were under the like engagements with me, anfAXTcd the 
jnlt expeclaiions they had fo lolemnly given, the fiipport of 
the common caiil'e had been attended with h Isdilhculty. 

T lia\c,^pui I'uant to the advice of my Parliament, c\tr fincc 
the death ot the late Emperor, exerted myfelf in tiie fnppc'rt 
of the houfe of Aullria. I have endeavoured, by the moll 
proper •and early applications, to induce ('tlicr powers, that 
were equally engaged with me, and unitedJty common inter^dt, 
to concert fuch meafures as fo important and critical a con¬ 
juncture retiuired ; and \?here an accommodation feemed to 
me to be necclfary, 1 labouied to rectnicilc ihofe pii .ccs, whofe 
union would have been the moll etrei^ual to prevent the 

mifehiefs that have happened, aiicf the bell fecunty for the 
intereft and fafety of the whole. 

Although my endeavours lng»'e not hitherto had the delircd 
cfFeiSls, I cannot but ilill hope, that a ju(l fenfe of the couf- 
mon and approaching danger will produce a more lav«)urable 
turn in the councils of.other nations. In tliis lituation it is 
incumbent upon us to put ourfelvcs in a condition to improve 
all opportunities that (hall offer for maintaining the liberties of 
Europe ; and to aflill and fupport our friends and allies, at 
fuch time*, and in fuch manner as the exigency and circum- 
flances of affairs lhall require ; and to defeat anjr'altcmpts 
that fhall be made agalnll me and my dominions, or againll 
thofe whom we are moll nearly concerned for, and in honour 
and intereft engaged to fupport and defend. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I have ordered eftimates to be laid before you for the fervice 
of the enfuing year; and I muft defire you to grant me fuch 
fupplies as the circumftances of affairs require; which, you 
may depend upon it, fhall be duly applied to the purpofes tor 
which they fhall be given. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have, during the courfe of my reign, had fo much expe* 
rience of the duty and affe^ion of *my Parliaments to my per- 
. • X X a fon 
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fon and governmenf, and of their zeal for the good of thcif 
country, anti the fuppjrt of the common caufe, that I do, with 
the greatcft rcafon, rely upon the continuance of them in the 
prefent conjun<5lure. There never was a time in which your 
unanimity, vigourV and difpatch, were nccelfary to fo many 
great ends as thofe which are^now before you. I will do my 
part; let it appear, by your proceedings and refolutions, that 
you have that juft and hearty concern for them which their im¬ 
portance requires. ' 


by the Houje of Lords to his Mojefyf Dec. 5, 1741 * 

* Moil gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft tlutiful and loyal fubjedls, the 
^ ^ Lords fpiritual and temporal, in Parliament alfembled, 
beg leave to return your Majefty our humble thanks'for your 
nabA gracious fpccclj. from the throne ; and, at the fame time, 
to prefent unto your Majefty our finccrc and joyful congratu¬ 
lations on your fafe and happy return into this kingdom. 

The juft anti necclFary war, in which your Majefty is en- 
g.iged agatnft the crown of Spain, is of fuch high importanefe 
to the trade and navigation of your fubjc£ls, and to the welfare 
of yv)ur kingthims, that it Is with the utmoft thankfulnefs we 
obferve the great concern which your Majefty has been pleafed 
Vo exprefs for carrying it on ; which, we hope, by the Divine 
blefling upon your Majefty’s arms, will be attended with fuc- 
cefs equal to the jufticc t»f your cauil*, and the ardent wifhes 
of your people. 

Your Majefty has fo truly reprefented the impending dangers 
to which Europe is expofed, in the prefent critical conjiiuc- 
tiire, as mult a''''aken, in every one, an attention-fuitable to 
the occaTion : and we cannot but be fully fenfible of the evil 
confequenccs arifing from the dcfigns and enterprizes formed 
and carrying on for the fulncrQon i>r redo6tion of the houfe of 
Auftria, which thrcalcn fucli apjiarent mifehiefs to the com¬ 
mon.caufe. » 

In this fituaiion it becomes us, with hearts full of gratitude 
to your M.ayirty, to acknowledge your royal goodnefs in ev 
prefling fo enrneft a defire to receive, and fo high a regard for 
the advice of your Parliament: your Majefty, fecure of the 
loyalty and affections of your people, may rely upon tliat with 
the bell-grounded confidence ; and we beg leave to allure your 
^lajefty, that we will not fail to take the important points 
which you have been pleafpd to mention to us into our moft 
leriotts confideration, and, in th« moft (^tiluPnunnsr,looker 
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to your Majefty fuch advice as Hull appear lo us lo be mod 
conducive to the honour and true intexdt of youf crown and 
kingdoms. 

We have a due. fenfc how much the prefent poflure of affairs 
calls upon us for that unanimity, vigour, a«d difpatch, wliich 
your Majedy has fo wifely recommended to us i and we do 
mod unfeignedly give your IVtajcffy the llrongeff affiirauces, 
that we will vigoroully and heartily concur in all juft and ne- 
celTary meai'urcs for the dufencc and fupporl of your Majedy, 
.the maintenance of the balance and liberties of Europe, and the 
aflidance of our allies. 

As duty and afFedion to your Majedy are in us fixed and 
unalterable principles, fo we feel the impreilions of them, at 
this timcj^ fo ftroiig and lively in our breads, that we cannot 
omit to lay hold on this opportunity of approaching your royal 
prefence to renew the mod finccre profedions of oiir condant 
and inviolable fidelity: and we do, with a zeal and firinnefs 
never to be ft^aken, promife your Majedy, that wc will, 'at 
the hazard of all that is dear to us, cxcrt*)urfelves for the de¬ 
fence and prefervation of your facred perfon and government, 
and the maintenance of the protedaut fucceflion in your royal 
houfe, on which the continuance of the protedaut rcUgion, 
and the liberties of Great Britain, ddth, under God, depend. 


His Majeji/s Anfwcvy December 5 , 1741 . 

My Lords, 

I HEARTILY thank you for this very loyal and dutiful ad- 
drefs. The zeal which you have deeiared for my defcuce 
and fupport, and for the maintenance of the liberties of Eu¬ 
rope, and ihc afliftance of our allies, gives nie great fatisfac- 
tion. You may depend upon my coiillant rcg3Td-tQ.thc advice 
of my Parliament, and my Ucatly adherence to the true intcieft 
of my crown and kingdoms. 


m 

Addrefs hy the Houfe of Commons t De'imhcr (jy 
Mod gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s moft diititul and loyal fiibjcas, the 
* Commons of Great Britain, in Parliaiuent aiFcmbled, 
beg leave to congratulate your Majelty upon your fafe and happy 
return to thefe your kingdoms ^ and to re'urn our linccre thanks 
for your moft gracious fpeech from the throne; and, at the 
fame time, with hearts full of duty and gratitude, cannot but 
» X X ? acknow- 
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acknowledge your Majefly’s regard and attention to the honour 
and inlereit df this n<|ion. 

The great and impending dangers that threaten Europe^ 
under the prtfent critical and perplexed fituation of affairs, 
have been rcprefen^cd by your Majefty to your Parliament, 
for thcii advice and allihance, wiih fueb paternal concern, and 
fuch utFcdtion to your people, rtich confidence in your faithful 
Commi.'ii;), and fuch anxiety for the general good of Europe, 
as cannot fail to excite in us a afle fenfe of your Majefty’s 
goodnefs and conderccnfion ; and therefore we alfure your Ma- « 
jci.y, in the ftrong* it manner, tnat this Houfe will, as otren 
as thefe momentous affairs lhall come under our coniidera- 
lion, giv< your Majefty fuch advice as becomes dutiful and 
faitlitul fubji-dls, and fuch alfillance and fupport ftiall be 
nu 1 cur.duoive to the hoi»our and true intereil of your crown 
and kinL.'donis. 

And, in order to anfwcr thefe necefTary purpofes, we will 
grlmt iiiili cffcilual fupplies as fhail enable yowr Majefty not 
only lo be in a readiiicf-. to fupport your Iriends and allies, at 
fuch tinK '., and in inch manner, as*the exigency and circum- 
ftances ot affairs fliall require; but, to oppofe and defeat any 
attempts that lhall be made againft your Majelly,' your crown, 
and kiugiioms, rr againif thole who, ‘being equally engaged 
with your MajcMy by the faith of treaties, or united by com¬ 
mon inU-n it, and rorumon dangpr, lhall be willing to concert 
• ftich me’aluies as iliall be found neceflary and expedient for 
manuaining the balance'eff Europe. 


Un Majrjlfi Anjvjcr^ December ii, 1741. 

Gentlemen, 

T Kli rUJiN^oii my thanks for this dutiful and loyal ad- 
drefs, and for tlio alliiranccs you have given me at this cri¬ 
tical and important conjiin^lure. I fliall always have the 
grcalell regard t<% the advice of my Parliament, and I make 
lu) doubt htit YOU wyi aiSt tliorcin in fuch manner as fliall be 
inotl cunJucivc to the honour and inierefl: of my crown and 
kingdo.iis ; a^jil give me yonr fupport and affiltance in carrying 
on Inch mcalurcs as lhall be judged to be neceflary and ex- 
peilient. 
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The humble Addrefs of the Archb'ijhopy the jfifiops, and the Clergy 

of the Province oj Canterbury^ in Convocation a[f.mbUd\ pre^ 
Jented to his Mafjiy on Friday, the iitb Day of Dec. 1741. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

■\T7E, your Majefty’s moft dtiiiful and loyal fubje£ls, the 
^ ^ Archbilhop, Biihops, and Clergy, of the province of Can¬ 
terbury, in convocation iifll’mbled, beg leave, with the general 
voice of ybur people, to prefent our moll humble and unfeign¬ 
ed congratulations on your Majelly's fafe and happy return to 
ihcfe your Brililh dominions. 

It is with the utmoft joy and faiisfat^lion, that wc embrace 
every oppi^rtunity of openly profelling to your Majcfty, and to 
all the world, our deep fenfc of the manifold and great blef- 
lings we enjoy under your aufpicious government; of the free 
and eqaal courfe of all public juflicc; of the full and iin- 
'dilturbcd poflTcilion of our civil rights and liberties; with a1i 
thole other benefits wliirh daily accrue to us from your walch- 
iiil care, and adlive zeal for the fafety, honour, and profperity 
of your kingdoms. 

But that which chiefly alFedls the hearts of your faithful 
clergy is, your firm and invariable Vefolution to fupport and 
defend our holy religion, its by the laws of your realm now 
happily ellablilhed in the church of England ; which, on all 
occalions, your Majcfty hath fo fully and publicly declared, 
and of which we have fuch convincirtg and undeniable expe¬ 
rience, that with all poflible thankfulncfs we reft allured, that 
through the Divine allillancc we lhall tranfmit to pollcrity, 
complete and entire, the fame primitive faith, the fame apofto- 
lic form of church government, and in all other rcfpcdls the 
fame excellent conftitiition, wdiich hath hitherto been found the 
chief bulwark of the reformation. 

Thefc fentiments, which fill our own breafts wath unfpeak- 
able joy and gratitude, wc thii^ it our irulifpenfable duty, with 
our utnioll care and diligence, to imprefs on the minds of all 
thofe whom divine Providence hath plact^ under our infpcc- 
tion: and we do earneltly befcech the Almighty, by whom 
Kings rule, that all your deligns and undertaking for the pub¬ 
lic good may be crowned with fuccefs; that your reign over 
us may be long and glorious ; that the whole and every part of 
it may be as happy to yourfelf, and to your royal family, as it 
is beneficial to us, and all the reft of your people; and that 
there may never be wanting one of your royal defeendants to 
fill the throne of thefe kingdoms tUl time (bal! be no more. 

X X 4 . Uk 
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Anfwery Dec* il, I 74 *« 

My Lords, and the reft of the clergy, 

I THANK you «ery kindly for this afFe£lionate and loyal 
.iddrt fs. You may depend upon my conftant care to main¬ 
tain and fiipport the chun h of^ England, as by law tftablilhed; 
and to prel rve to my people the full enjoyment of all iheif 
religious and civil rights. • 


Dis Maj.Jlys MeJJage to the Haufe of Commons^ April i, 1742. 

^OeoircL R£k. 

Tl is always with the utmoft reluctance that his Majefty a(ks 
any (x:raordina;y fupplics of his people ; but as his faithful 
Commons have, with the greateft zeal and unanimity, ex~ 
prelfed their concern for the fupport of the houfe of Auftrin,. 
and for reltonng th« balance of power in Europe i and as the 
late events, in favour of the Qtieen of Hungary, afford a rea- 
fonable profpi-d ol fuccefs, his Majefty makes no doubt but 
this Ifoufe will, at this time, readily grant him Inch a fnpply 
as may enable him to conaert proper meafnres, and form fuch 
alliances with other powers, as may be neceffary for attaining 
tliofc defnable ends which they have in fo particular a manner 
recommended to him. • 


Miffiige fi om bis Afciyfy to the Houfe f LordSf April 2, 1742, 
fjiiORGt: Rfcx. 

TJIlS Majeily received, with the greateft fatisfadion, the aftu- 
**■ rap.ce^ ^ivtnylnm by this Houfe, at the beginning of the 
L'hion, of ienfe they have of the dangerous fituation 

ot ariiiis in Kurope, aiifing from the defigns and enterprizes 
e nryiug on for list- fubverllon o^the houfe of Auftria, and of 
llHjr zeal and caincftuefs in promoting all juft and necclfary 
itHafures tor the iT\pii)tenance of the balance of power, and 
for the ailiitai.ee of his allies. His Majefty firmly depends 
on tl.eii imal^ ibk; pcrlcyerance in the fame fciuiments \ and 
as the Ij-.i. even's in favour of the Qiiccnof Hungary afibrd a 
ixaroiiable pit.lpeif of fuccefs, he makes no doubt but that he 
fhall have the ready cont.urrence and fupport of this Houfe, in 
a>ncerting fuch meafnres, and forming fuch alliances with 
Other pow'crs, as ma) be moft cfFedlual tor the prefervation of 
the ht.ule of Auftria, and for reftoring tlie balance of power in 
Lmope, ’ * 

%' 
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His Majejiys moji gracious Speechtljuiy 15, 1742. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

HiS fcHion of Parliament has been drawn out into fa ufi« 
iifual a length, and the fejifon of the year is fo far ad* 
vanced, that 1 am pcrfuadcrd you are all very dclirous of a 
rccL'fs. ^ 

1 acquainted you at the beginning of the feflion with my 
'endeavours to bring about an accommodation between ihofc 
princes whofe union was moft ncceflary in this critical coa- 
pin.'jure. T he treaty lately concluded between the Qiii.^n of 
Jrlungary atui the King of Prullia, under my metlia:ion, anl^fo 
highly to tile honour of Great Britain, mult undoubtedly pro¬ 
duce the beft confcqucnces to the common caufe. 

The fuccelFcs wdiich have attended the Aurtrian arms in 
Gcimany, the conjundion of the King of Sardinia’s forces 
with thofe of the Qiicen of Hungary in Italy, the prefent fa¬ 
vourable difpofition of thp States (icneral, and of the other 
great powers, arc, under God, Chiefly owing 10 the generous 
adifiance afforded by this nation to its ancient and natural 
allies. . • 

'I'hcfe happy events cannot fail to give encouragement to 
our friends, and to eflablilh the reputation of our Itreugtli, and 
our juft influence abroad. • * . , 

lt,^for the further fupport and deffuicc of the Queen of 
Hungary:, and to reflore and fccure the balance of power, fo 
particularJy recommended to me by my Parliamcnr, it Ihouid 
become necalfary for me to contract uevy cngagciiients, or to 
enter into ft\her meafiires, I rely upon your zeal and pcife- 
verance in fcijuft a caufe to enable me to inahe them good. 

In the imdlt of thefc extenhve tranfaftions t h?ye been,'an 4 
fliall continue to be, attentive to the profeciitlon of the war 
againft Spain with the utmoft vigour ^ which is of the gicateft 
importance to the trade and havigation of n»y lubjedl*' ^ the 
encouragement and protedion whereof fliail be one of my 
principal cares. * > 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

The zeal, unanimity, and difpatch, witli which you have 
given fuch large fupplies for the fcrvice of the current year, 
demand my particular than|cs j and are frefli proofs of your 
duty to me, and of your concern for the true intereft of your 
country. The fuccefs with which thefe fupplies have btej| 
raifed muft convince stU the world «f the eftabliihed credit of 
this na\ion. 
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My Loyds and Gentlemen, 

I have the jnftf ft cljiifidcnce in the afte£Hons of my people; 
which f fhall not fail to cultivate by a condani care of their 
rights and liberties, ^and by promoting their profperity andhap- 
pinefs. Let it be your endeavour, in your refpc£live countries, 
to make thcTe my good intentii^ns riglitiy underliood; to calm 
and heal all animoVities and divihons; to fupport my authority 
ami government; and to preferve tl^e peace and good order of 
the kiji.udojn. 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’s command, faid> 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

r-is his Majefly’s royal w ill and plcafurc, that this Parlia- 
mciit be prorogued to ' 1 ‘huifday, the lixteenth day of Sep¬ 
tember next, 'to be then here held : and this Parliament is ac¬ 
cordingly prorog«icd,'o Tiiurfday, the fixtceiith day of Septem¬ 
ber next. 


His iKcJI ^ra^ous Speech^ November i6, I742» 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

prefent important conjunflure of affairs will, I am 
perfuaded, be thought a i'uilieicnt reafon for calling you 
thus early together. 

f have, in purfuance of the repealed advice of it^ Parlia¬ 
ment, taken Inch a part as appeared to me moll <;onducivc to 
the fupport of the Houfc of Aullria, qnd to the’^'elloring and 
fecuring of the balance of power. In this view:: I ordered la, 
confidcrable body of troops to be feat from hence int« Flanders; 
and, at ihe clofe of the lalt fellion, I forefaw, and pointed out 
to you, that it might be incumbent upon me to enter into fur¬ 
ther meafures for the fame grcatnand defirable ends. The aug- 
ii)cntation of qur ftrength in the Low Countries became a nc- 
celfary dep; for \\*hich purpofe I fent, in concert with my 
allies, 16,000 of, my Eledoral troops thither, with the Hef¬ 
lins in the tt^tifl) pay, in order to form fuch a force, in con- 
jundion with the Aullrian troops, as might be of fervice to the 
common caufc in all events; and i doubt not but I (hall have 
your alTiiUnce in the fupport of t|iefp necelfary meafures. 

The magnanimity and firmnefs of the Qiieen of Hungary, 
notwithftanding fo many numerous armies fent againft her; the 
s'tefolute condud of the King of Sardinia, and his llrid adherence 
to his engagements, though attacked in his own dominions; 

• the 
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the ftop which has been hitherto put tb the ambiiioijs defigns of 
the court of Spain and Italy; (to which |he operations ot my 
Hcet in the Mediterranean have fo vilibly contributed) the 
change of affairs in the North, which has appeared by the pub¬ 
lic requifition made by Sweden, of my good 6fhccs for procuring 
a peace between KuHia and that crown; and the dclenlivc al¬ 
liances agreed upon, not only between me and the Czarina, but 
alfo between me and the King of Prullia, are events which 
could not have been expedfid, if Great Britain had not Ihewn 
A feafonabh; fpirit and vigour in the defence and ailiilance of its 
ancient allies; and in the maintenance of the liberties of Kur 
rope, as well as of its own true and lading interell. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I have ordered the proper eflimates for the fcrvicc of the en- 
fuing year to be prepared, and laid before you; and alfo an ac¬ 
count of the expenfe of thofe particular ferviccs, jvbich 1 have? 
already mentioned, and which you will find to have been con¬ 
certed in as frugal a manner as the nature of them would admit. 
1 am perfuaded that you will readily grant inefuch fupplics, as 
fliall be found nccelfary for the fecurity and welfare of the na¬ 
tion; requifite for the fupport of the commoii caufe, and ade¬ 
quate to the prefen t emergency. * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The importance of your deliberations at this time is fo evi-» 
denrj Ahat 1 will fay nothing tocnforce-it: tlie honour and in- 
tcreft ot\my crown and^kingdoms; the fuccefs of the war, 
wherein Tam engaged againfl Spain; and the re-cllablifhmcnt 
of the balan^ and tranquillity of Europe, will gicatly depend 
on the prudeifce and vigour of your refolutions. Let it be your 
care to avoi^ Wery thing that may either delay or weaken them; 
and to convince the world, that you are determined to make a 
right ufe of the prefent opportunity. 


Addrefs to his Majejiy by the Lords, NoiAmbcr ly, 1742* 

Moll gracious Sovereign, ^ 

your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjedls, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, in Parliament aifembled, 
beg leave to return your Majefly our fincere and bumble 
thanks for your moft gracious fpecch from the throne. 

The fupport of the Houfe of Auftria, and the reftoring and 
fecuring the balance of power, are of fo great moment, as wcU 
to the eirential inteieft of this nation in particular, as to the 
* liberties 



( 684 ) 

irocrtlcs of ^Europe in general, that we cftccm it our peculiar 
felicity, in *thi.s critic|l and dangerous conjundure, to have a 
Prince upon the throne, whtj not only fhews the moll gracious 
regard tu the advice of his Parliament upon this important fub- 
but takes all t^^portunitics to contirm and animate them in 
the pujfuit of it. Wc acknowledge, with hearts full of gra¬ 
titude, your Majedy’s royal w^fclom and cftctilual care in car¬ 
rying on this great work, which has appeared in nothing more 
than in fending fo confidcrablc a bftdy of your forces into the 
Low Countries, and in ftrengtheuing them afterwards with** 
your eledloral troops, and the Helfians in the Britilh pay. By 
ihib Ilcp, fo Itotiourable to your JMajelly and ‘fo advantageous 
tfi^Tt'Air^llics, your Majclly has denionllrated that you prefer 
tliis tdorious caufe to all other conlidcrations, and has formed 
fuch an army, as may at once defend and encourage thofc 
powers who arc well intcnlioned, and give a real aflillancc to 
ihc Qjiccn of Hnngaty: and wc beg leave to aifure yo4ir Ma¬ 
jclly of our chccrl^l and zerdotis concurrence and fupport in 
this necellary mcafure. 

The good effects which the vlgouV exerted by Great Britain, 
under your Majelty’s authority and influence, in aflilling its 
ancient allies and maintaining the liberties of Europe, hath 
already had upon tlic aft'airs of the Queen of Hungary, upon 
the condu6l of fevera! powers, and the Hate of Europe in ge¬ 
neral, are vifible to all the world. It is with the utmufl: fatis- 
fadlion we obferve them; and rely on your Majefty’s known 
care and attention to the public welfare, to purfue and ktiprovc 
them; ai)d we cannot but entert.iin well-grounded h)j()es, that 
fo great an example, and a Heady perfcverance jfti the fame 
meafurcs, will infpire the like fpirit and refolutllm into other 
powers, equally engaged by treaties and commoji intereft, to 
lake the like part, • 

Your MajeHy has laid before us fo juft a reprefentation of 
the impuriance of our deliberations at this time, as cannot fail 
to make an imprelTion upon all true lovers of their country, 
equal to the dignity and weight of it. Permit us on our parts, 
to givejour M.njelty the Hrongeft afliiranccs, that we have the 
Itonour and fafeiy of your MajeHy, the true iiitereH and prof- 
perity of yo^f^kingtioms, the fecurity and advancement of their 
commerce, the fiiccefs of the war againH Spain, and the re- 
cHablilhmcnt of the balance and tranquillity of Europe, en¬ 
tirely at heart. Thefe (hall be the conHant objedts of our pro¬ 
ceedings and refolutions, from which we will never depart, 
being firmly determined to fupport your.MajcHy in all juH and 
ncvcifary meafures for attaining thofc great and dcfirable ends. 
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and to ftand by and defend your Majefty and your governmenl^ 
againft all your enemies. I 


H/'s MajcJly s Anfwer, November if, 1742. 

My Lords, ^ • 

^HE duty and afFeclion which you exprefs in this addrers 
for my perfon and government, are accompanied with fo 
great zeal for the common caufe and the true intcrelt of ray 
kingdoms, as gives me the utmoll fatisiadion. I thank you 
heartily for it; ;vnd doubt not but your vigorous fupport, fo early 
and unanimouily given, will have the belt effeds both'^i^'iisijJUlc 
and abroad. 


Aeldrefs to his Majejiy by the Houfe of Commons^ Nov. 17, 174Z. 

Moll gracious Sovereign, ^ 

WE. your Majelly’s inofl dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
Commons of (Jreat Britain, in Parliament alfemblcd, 
beg leave to return your Majelly our fmcere thanks for your 
Majefty’s moft gracious fpeech from jbe throne. 

It is with the greateft tatisfadion that we have feen the cor»- 
ftani attention your Majeily has been gracKajlly pleaftdto give 
to the advice of your Parliamenti and as we think that the fup-, 
por^of the houfe of Auftria, and the relWing and li curing the 
balance ^f power in Europe, are infcparable from t!ic true in- 
tcrcll of ti.efc kingdoms, •we delirc, in the llrongell manner, to 
exprefs our grateful fenfe of the early care taken by your Ma¬ 
jefty, in forming fuch an army in the Low Countries, as might 
be of fervice||to thofe great and dcfirable ends: and as we are 
fatisfied tha^ a force fujficient for that purpofe could i\ot have 
been fo readily allcmblcd, as by your Majefty’s fending a body 
of your own Eledoral troops, together witji the Hefiians, to 
join the Britilb and Auftrian forces in thofe parts, vve are de¬ 
termined cheerfully and eftedually to fupport your Majefty ia 
all fuch necelfary mcafures. • • 

We beg leave to congratulate your Majefty on the happy 
and unexpeded turn of the affairs in the NortH^ we alftirtf 
your Majefty, that we are fully convinced that it is by the vigour 
and fpirit fliewn by your Majefty in defence of your allies, that 
the Queen of Hungary has been principally encouraged to bear 
up amidft extreme difficuliies, ivotwithftanding the numerous 
armies fent againft her: and we are perfuaded that the faqie 
fpirit and vigour have enabled the King of Sardinia to ad a 
|>art fo ufeful to the common caufe, to which the vigilance and 
* ^ j adivity 
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ii^ivity of •your Majcfty’s fleet in the Mediterranean have fd 
remarkably contribufL'd. 

Your fiithfiil Commons aflurc your Majefty that they will, 
with the f;reaic(t alacrity and rtadinefs, grant fuch fupplies as 
fliall be found ncccffary ior perlci 51 ing the great work in which 
your Maiej,ly is engaged, for profeciiting with vigour the juft 
and nccclfaiy war with Spain,* and for maintaining the honour 
and fecurity of your Majelly and your kingdoms. 

Your faithful Commons, in all their deliberations, will en¬ 
deavour to make manifclf to the w-orld, that they have nothing 
lo rntieh at heart as the honour of your Majefty, the ftipport 
of vpur government, and the true intereft of your Majefty’s 
<St)v?irar)J kingdoms. 


I lit ]\h(\c[ly s Aiijxvcrf 'November 22, 1742. 

• • 
Genth'iuen, 

T 'I'HANK ycMi for this dutiful and affe6lionate addrefs, and 
for the great marks of conlidctice you repofe in me. 

The extraordinary fupplies that I am obliged to afk of my 
people have become ncciylaiy for fupportiug that caufe, which 
is infcparablc from the true intereft of my kingdoms. 

Yon may be ail'ured I lhall w'ilh for nothing more than an 
opportunity to eafe my fubjt?rts of all thofc exlraoidinary 
cbarge.s which the prefent exigency of afl'iirs may require. 


Hli: Ml! jrf.y's moj} SpctJ^y December liy 1742. 

My Ivords and Gentlemen, / 

C‘ 

T AM very glad of the occaflon, which my coming hither at 
this time gives me, o( expreflingto you the great falisfa£lion 
I lake, in feeing fo good a progrefs already made inthebufmefs 
of this feflion. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

'I'hc rca^icfs anddlfpatch with which you have thus early 
provided fo conflderable a part of the fupplies for the enfuing 
year, deferve my particular thanks: and I make no doubt, but 
the fame zeal for the common caufe will induce you to enable 
me to concert proper meafures, and to enter into or make good 
iuch alliances and engagements with other powers, as may be 
neceflary frtr the fupport of the Queen of Hungary, and reftoring 
the balance of power. * 


4 


* My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

t look upon this good beginning as | fiire pledge of ymif 
ftcadinefs in purfuingthc true interclt of Great Britain ^ which 
is and ever lhall be niy only view. 


J 

^he humble Addrefs of the Ai chbiJJjopy the ^ijhcps^ and the Curgy 
of the province of C vAerbltry, in convocation. alJhnbled\ prefenud 
to his Afaiejiy on Saturday^ the third day of Alatch^ i J43. 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

V;^E, the Archbifliop, Bifliops, and Clergy of thc«pft^ijUj:c 
of Canterbury, in convocation aflcmblcd, animated with 
unfeigned 5 nd afftdlionate loyally, humbly beg lease to declare, 
in the flrongoft manner, the jult indignation sve feel on the 
efforts made by France, in favour of u poj)ilh ^relendtr, lo- 
lemnly renounced and abjured by this nation. 

This wicked and daring attempt excites fn the bfeaft of every 
true Englifhman and proteflant, the utmolf dctellation; and in 
the moll fenfible manner affcLls all your Majclly’s clergy of the 
church of England, who, lliould it prove fucccfsful, mult un- 
quciHonably fall an early facrificc to the implacable and certain, 
•though occalionally dill'embled, rage of popilh fijpcrftuioti; it 
IS big with every evil which cun undo a free people, fnbvcrt 
the principal bulwark of the* Keformation, and thereby at 
length dcftroy the w'holc protellant intcrefl; and it is hcinonfly 
aggravated by the intended inlroduiSUon of a French army, firit 
to ravage and lay svaftc our dear country, and having made 
England a fecnc of blood and devaftation, then to rcdttce it to 
the wrctchcd^condition of a French province. 

Such an ^l.trmingcircumftance adds horror to our refentment, 
and places the faithlefs and ambitious enemies of your Majefly’s 
crown and people in the mofl odious and dctcftable light. Vain 
delufion, to imagine that Enj»li(limcn and proteftants can lb 
lightly part with the. moft vamable blellings, purchafed at an 
immenfe expenfe of their blood and trea/ure; and patiently 
become the 11 aves of France! • 

After devout thanks to Almighty God, wc bound in 
juftice to offer the moft gratefuj acknowledgments to your Ma- 
jefty for the entire prefervation of the church of England in all 
its rights and privileges: and we beg leave unanimouily to allure 
your Majefty, that, influenced by every motive which duty or 
gratitude can fiiggeft, we ihall conftantly endeavour, as well 
by our own example, as by our labours with the people com- 
initted to our charge, to recommend*and enforce, upon all oc<- 
• cafions, 
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cafions, cA^pcially in the prefeut important jiin^iure, the mofl 
zealous loyalty and dutiful regard to your Majefty’s royal per- 
fon and government: and we iirmly truft that very few, if any, 
of our Ifllow fubjerfs, not infatuated by the deltiflonsof popery, 
can be prevailed up«n to fjcrifice^ witli equal guilt and fully, the 
religion, freedom, and happined's of their country, to the en- 
flaving and perniciups views'* of our natural and conflant 
enemies. 

We carncflly pray and afTuredly'hope, that the fame good 
Providence, greatly propitious to the protellant religion and^ 
the liberties of jLurope, wliich very lately coveied your facred 
head in the day of battle, and blclfed your Majclly with a fignal 
an*t'fv?f-rnem«>rable vidtory, will not futfor any weapon formed 
ayaiiiU you to profper; hut will ftili preferve your royal perfon 
111 fafety, healtl*, and glory ; and long, very long continue to a 
loyal and thankful people, the many great and invaluable 
bicllings of your M.tjedy's wife and happy reign, and tranfniit 
the fame, in yimr^'iugufl and royal houfc, to, our latcll pof- 
tcLity. 

* M 


IVis Alujefly*s AnJweVy A/firch 1743. 

My Lords, and the reft of the Clc’-gy, 

T THANK you for this dutiful and loyal addrefs: the jtift 
concern you exprefs for the* prefervation of our happy con- 
ftitution in church and* ftate, againll all attempts to ovcrt"rii 
it, is very acceptable tt> me; and I doubt not but your feiui- 
lucnts and example wilianimalc my lubjedls to unite zealoutly 
ill the fiipport of it. You may be firmly alfurcd or the conti¬ 
nuance of my care and attention to maintain the church ot 
England as by law cftabltihed. 


Ills MiijcJh' s mojigrac'iom Sfuchy April * 743 » 

My Lords and G^mtlemcn, 

'r'lIE zeal, prudence, and difpatch with which you have 
^ carricd<Jti the public bufinefs during the courfe of this 
feftion give me the greatett fatisfadlion. 

That this nation and the common caufe may reap the moft 
beneficial fruits of your vigorous refolulions, I hare, at the re- 
qiiifition of the Qijcen of Hungary, ordered my army, in con- 
junflion with the Auftrian troops, to pafsthe Rhine, as auxi¬ 
liaries to her Hiigarian Mpjefty, and for her fupport and allif- 
Unce; and to bppofc any dangerous meafures thatmi^taffeA 
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tile balance and liberties of Europe, or hinder th(yre>e{lablifh« 
ineiit of the public tranquillity} upon jul^and folid foundations* 
J have continued a ftrong fquadron in the Mediterranean, and 
another in the Weft Indies, in order to carry on the great 
work of diftrefling our enemies the Spahiards, and reducing' 
them to fafe and honourable terms of peace; as well as of 
maintaining the rights of navi*gation ami commerce belonging 
to my fubjefts: and from the foriVier of thefe fquaJrons, my 
allies in Italy have found/ and ftill continue to receive, a molt 
« ufeful ancl advantageous fupport. 

Gentlemen of the Houfc of Commons, 

I return you my thanks for the ample fupplies tVhlcrfyMu 
haw: gianjed for the fervice of the current year, and which, you 
may be allured, lhall be applied to thofe great ends for which 
they were given. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ** 

I have a firm confidence in your goodTafFc<ftions; and it is 
the fixed purpofe of my hCart to promote the true intcreft and 
happinefs of rny kingdoms. In return for this, I expert on 
your part, that you will exert your bell endeavours in your re- 
lpc 61 ivc llaiions to render my government ealy, and to pr^iferve 
the peace and quiet of the nation. j 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’s command, 

. laid, « 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

TT is his Majefty’s royal will and pleafiire, that this Parlia- 
mcni b«5 prorogued to Tuefday, the feventh day of June next, 
to be then here held : and this Parliament is accordingly pro¬ 
rogued to Tuefday, the feventh day of June next. 


If/s Majeji/s mrjl gracious Speechy Detembef I, 1743. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

CINCE your laft Meeting, I have, purfuant to your advice, 
^ and in confequence of your fupport, exerted my endeavours 
for the prefervatioii of the houle of Auftria, and the maintenance 
of the balance and liberties of Europe. It has plcafcd God to 
give fiiccefs to our arms, in conjunction w'ith thofe of the Queen 
of Hungary, and her auxiliaries. , The dominions of that 
Princefs have been entirely evacuated by her enemies; and th« 

, Yol. I. * Y y powerful. 
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powerful which had marched to their afUftancc, have 

been obliged to retiref^t of the empire. In this conjundiirc 
it is a great ratisfa< 51 ion to me to acquaint you, that I have been 
joined by a body of troops of my good friends and allies the 
States General. 

In further profeciition of ^thefe meaftircs, the definitive 
treaty between me, the Queen of Hungary, and the King of 
Sardinia, has been happily concluded^ which lhall be laid before 
you. The advantages which cannot fail to refult from this 
alliance to the comtnort caufc are apparent; and it will bc' 
particularly conducive to the interefis of my kingdoms, by tlif- 
the ambitions views of the crow'n of Spain, with 
wiH^ we are engaged in fo juft and neceffary a war. As I 
make no doubt but you will proceed upon thefe foundations 
with firmnefs and conftancy, we may reafonably hope to fee the 
public trunquiliity rc-cftnbliihcd, and a general and honourable 
peace obtainelS. Thefe are my views, to which my utinoft at¬ 
tention and rcfoluti<tn fliall not be wanting: bflt, in order to 
bring about thefe great ends, mcafiires of vigour are neceftary ; 
and 10 enable me to concert and carry on fuch mcafures, I do, 
with a juft confidence, rely on your zealous, cheerful, and 
cfFc4ftuaI fupport. 1. 

The marriage of my youngeft daughter'with the Prince Royal 
»)f Denrnark cannot btit give fatisfadlion to all my good fubje^ts, 
as it tends to cement and ftrengthen the proteftant intereft in 
Europe. , 

Gentlemen of the Honfe of Commons, 

I have ordered the eftiinatcs to be laid before you for the fer- 
vicc of the enfuing year; and defire you to grant me fuch fup- 
plifs, as fttall bc rcquifiie for the hoitour and fecurity of the 
nation, .and adequate to the exigencies of the publics 

In doing this, let me particularly recommend it to you, to 
enable me to concert proper meafures, and to enter into and 
make good fuch alliances and cvigagcments with other pow’crs, 
as may bc neceirary for the fupport of the Qiieen of Hungary, 
iiid reftoring the balance of power. 

My L<prtts .ind Gentlemen, 

I have had fuch experience of yeur dtity and aifc£Iion to me, 
and of your zeal for the good of your country, that it would be 
fuperflttous to. add any thing to prefs thefe important confidera- 
lions upon you. Union and harmony amongft ourfeivcs, and 
vi^Jiir and difpatch in your proceedings, are indirpenfably ne- 
cena^y in fi'ch GOnjun£lures. Let nothing obftru£I or dive^,; 
'Jrour Ucadinefs and application to the great ends which 1 have 

^ 
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laid before you; and be aifured, that nothing can UVet divett 
tne from purfuing your true and tailing inter$il. * 


AddreJ$ hy the Houfe bf Lords to his Mujfjly* Deciifther X743« 

Moft gracious Sovereign* * ^ 

T^E, your Majefty's ipoft dutiful and loyal fubjecls, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, in Parliament allembled^ 
•bc'g leave* to return your Majefty our humble thanks for yow 
mhngracious fpecch from the throne. 

The arixions concern which, filled the hreafls ol^ ati youf 
faithful fubjects, npoil tlic dangers to which your facred pcrloii 
has be en expofed, redoubles our joy on your lafe and happy re¬ 
turn into this kingdom. Onr firft thanks are due to Almighty 
God for the prefervation of your invaluable life; oiir next to 
your Majefty, to whofe magnanimity and urt\^aried labours 
for the good of the common caiifc we ftattd fo highly indebted* 
On this occafion* permit vs to offer our fmcerc tongrattilarlon.«» 
to your Majefty on the fucctfs of your anus* in the liipport 
of the houfe of Auilria, and the defence of the liberties of 
Europe. • 

A Ifi iol union between your Majefty, the Queen of Hungary* 
andtlic King of Sardinia, is fo necellary in the prefejif polliut) 
of affairs, t!mt we take great fatisfaifion in feeing it cftabliftieil; 
and wc beg your Majefty to accept (uif thanks for communi¬ 
cating to us the coJicluilun of the definitive treaty for that pur- 
pofe. The jnft and nVcclfary war in which your Majefty i^ 
engaged againft Spain, is of fo great importance, that the dif- 
appointment of tlic ambitious tfcfigns of that crown cannot but 
be particularjy advantageous to thefc kingdoms, 

Wc acKnoVledgc, with the utmoft gratitude, your Majefty’s 
guodnefs in declaring to your Parliament your wife and falutar/ 
views to bring about a general and honourable jieace by vigo¬ 
rous meafurcs. In fo glorioiA a caufe, animated by fo great 
an example, the arms and the hearts of Great Britain will al¬ 
ways atteiKi upon you i and we do, viith af refolution and Brin- 
nefs becoming your Houfe of Peers, affurc'^ur^ajefty of out 
zealous and cheerful concurrence and (upport in fhe neceftary 
means to this great and defirable end. 

We beg leave to congratulate your Majefty on thcaufpiciotis 
marriage of her royal highnefs the Princefs Louifa with tho 
Prince Royal of Denmark; and on the increafe of yoar royal 
family by the birth of a prince* £vei^ event which add* 
'TErcngth to your illuftrious houfe, if an atklittofi of feeurity ta 

Y y a joat * 
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your kingdoms; fmce on the ftabilliy of the protcftant fucccflion, 
the continuance of our religion) lawS) and liberties, does, under 
God, depends f 

The gracious manner in which your Majefty has recom¬ 
mended to us unioii. and harmony at home, is a ireih inftance 
of your paternal tendernefs towards your people. It (hall be 
our condant endeavour in all (jur proceedings to promote and 
augment thefegood dif]pofiyons, which arc fo peculiarly nccef- 
fary in this conjun£lure; and we befeerh your Majefty to accept 
the ftrongeft: .liirurances ot our inviolable duty and fidelity to 
your Majefty; and that we will fteadily purfiie fuch mealufes ' 
as may moft efteiStually conduce to the honoui^and fafely'of 
your Mjjiifty, the fcciirity and profperity of our country, and 
the maintenance of the balance and liberties of Europe. 


s Anjjjcr-i December 2^ 1743. 

My I^ords, ^ 

J R ETURN you my hearty thanks- for thi'^ diitifui and affec¬ 
tionate atidrefs. *1 he aiiiirances lou give me of your vi¬ 
gorous fupport will have the heft eftea abroad: and you may 
depend on my making ufeof that confidence which you. repofc 
in me, for the honour r.nd true mtercfl of my crown and 
kingdoms. 


^jiidrrfi by the Houjt 0/'Commons, December 2, 1743* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefly’s mod dutiful and loyal fnbjc£ls, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament affembled, 
beg leave to return our humble thanks for your Majefly’smoft 
gracious.fpecch from the throne. 

We beg leave to congratulate your Majefty on your fafe and 
happy return into this kingdom ; and, with hearts full of gra¬ 
titude, we acknowledge the gotldnefs of divine Providence to 
this nation, in protcdling your Majefty’s i'acred perfon amidft 
the imminent dangers to which your invaluable life has been 
expofed, in^CnCe of the common caufe, and of the liberties., 
of Europe. *Your Majefty’s regard and attention to the advice 
ot your Parliament, in exerting your endeavours for the pre- 
jervatioxi ot the honfeot Anftria, requireHiur warraeft acknow¬ 
ledgments; and it is with the higheii fatisfac^fion we refledt on 
the fuccefs of your Majefty’s arms, in the profecutioii of this 
great and neceifary work, with fomuch glory to your Maje^y^ 
and honour to this nation* * 

A# 
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As the intereds of this kingdom and thofe of /he United 
Provinces are infeparable, nothing couliL be more welcome to 
your Majefty’s faithful Commons, than your Majefty’s having 
been joined by a body of the troops of the States General. 

We beg leave to dec laic our fatist'ac^ion in your Ma- 
jc'fly’s having concluded a definitive treaty between your 
Majelly, the Qiieen of Hungiiryj ant^ the King of Sardi¬ 
nia ; an alliance which mnft naturally contribute to the ad¬ 
vantage of the common caufe, and to the difappointing and 
•tliU^lIing'thc crown of Spain, with which this nation is en¬ 
gaged in fo and necellhry a war. 

It is with the fincerefl joy that we congratulate your Majef- 
fy on tlie happy marriage of the Princefs Louifa with the Prince 
Royal of Denmark, which tends to unite and llrengthcn the 
protellant intcreft in Europe. 

Welikewife beg leave to congratulate your Majcfty on the 
incrcafe of your royal family by tlie birth of a piiince ; as it is 
an additional pledge and fecurity for thc^coniinnancc of the 
protcllanf fucceffion in your royal honfe. 

Your faithful Commons b.' g leave to*al]urc yotir Majelly 
that they will, with the greatcll /.cal, unanimity, and difpatcii, 
grant to your Majcfty fuch effefluai Supplies as ihall be tourul 
requifite for the honour and fecurity of this naticoi, ami as may 
enable your Majcfty to concert fuch ulliancts, and ptirftic with 
vigour fuch mcafures as may be iivceilary lor the re-eftabiilhiii^ 
the public tranquillity, and procuring a fafe and honourable 


His Alajtjiy's Jufiver, December 5, 1743, 
Gentlemen, 

J RETUfi-Nf you my thanks for this dutiful and afFeiJlionate 
.addiei's. 

'Ehe unanimous fupport of my faithful Commons will add 
great weight to my endeavour? tor the public fervice, and be 
the furclt means of bringing the great work which by your ad¬ 
vice 1 am engaged in, to an honourable antfhappy conclwfion* 


MeJJage from his Majejly to the Houfc of Commons^ fan, 31,1744* 
George Rex. 

"O IS Majelly, In his fpeech at the opening of this fefllon, ac- 
quainted his Parliament of the marriage of’ his yotingeR 
..d-Taightcr with the Prince Roval of Denmark ; which could not 
but give fatibladion to ail his good fubjedls, as it tends to ce- 
* Yy3 j mem 
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fhcnt and (kengthen the proteftant intcrcft in Europe; and his 
Majefty having agreed to give his daughter a portion of forty 
thoufand pounds, proniifes himfclf the concurrence and aflift- 
ance of this Houfe, itj enabling him to perform the faicl agree¬ 
ment. 


f 

His Mqjejiy s mffjf gtadous Specchf ivi. 14 , 1744* 

My Lords and Gentlemen, , 

iT is with great plcafure that I take this opportunity'to aYibfe 
^ you of ray entire fatisfadfion in the difpatch^ahd unanimity 
of your proceedings in this feflion of Parliament, and in the 
zeal you have fliewn for the common caufc, and for the honour 
and true intcreft of Great Britain, 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I return you ray thanks for the rcadinei's and checrfulnefs 
with which you havl already provided fo conliderable a part of 
the fuppllcs; and I make no doubt but the fame zeal and good 
-difpofition will induce you to enable me to make good the alli¬ 
ances 1 am already engaged in, and to concert fuch other mea- 
fures, in this important cdhjundurc, as lliall be judged ncccf- 
fary for^thc fupporl of ihc (.hieen of Hungary, atnl for carrying 
on the prefent war with vigour, in order to procure a faie and 
honourable peace. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have, in conjnn6lion with the Queen of Hungary and the 
States General, toncluded a treaty with the King of Poland, 
which I will Older to he laid before you. Let me earneftly 
recommend to you the continuance of the fame fteadinefs and 
harmony in your deliberations, which cannot fail to give great 
encouragement to my allies, and to add great weight to our 
eftbrtf. 


his Mojejy tg both Houjes, Ffbruary 15 , 1744 , 
GEORCEjbt'k.** 

ILllS MajcAy having received undoubted intelligence, that 
the cldell fon of the Pretender to his crown is arrived in 
France, and that preparations are making there to invade this 
kingdom, in concert with difaiPeded perfons here ; and that 
fuch invafmn is to be fupported by the Iquadron of French men 
of war which has been ctujfing feveraldays in the.Britifh chaiK 
ml ; his Majcily lu»s judged it proper to acquaint the Houfe of 
I . ’ Lords, 


t 
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Lords with an intelligence of fuch high importance to his crown| 
and to the peace and I’ecurity of thefe kingdoms; antWiis Majefty 
doubts not, from the experienced zeal, tjpty, and affi;£lion of 
the Houfe of Lords, that they will ftrehgthcn his hands, and 
concur in all fuch meaftires as (hall beneeeflary for difappoint- 
ing and defeating fo dangerous an attempt f and for the fecurity 
of his pcrfon and government, and the religion, laws, and 
liberties of thefe kingdoms. # 


both Houfes of Parliamentf February 15,1744. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty’s mpft dutiful and loyal ful)je£ls, the 
^ ^ Loi\ls fpiriiual and tcmpoial, and Commons, in Par¬ 
liament affembled, return your Majcft)^ our humble thanks for 
having been gracioufly picaled to acquaint us, ’that you have re¬ 
ceived undoubjed intelligence of the Pretender's^ldeft (bn being 
arrived in France, and of the preparatiois which arc making 
tlierc to invade this kingdom, in concert with difafFed^cd per- 
fons here. 


As this mark of your Majefty’s juft confidence in us demands 
our moft grateful acknowlcdgmenif, fo we cannot but look 
upon fuch a dciign with the utmoft indignation and abhor¬ 


rence. 

Loyalty, duty, and affcdlioh to your Majefty, concern 
Ourfclves and our pofterity ; every iijtereft aiul every motive 
that can warm or engage the hearts of Britons and protelhmts, 
call upon us, on this important occafion, to exert our utniuii 
endeavours, that, by the blelling of God, your enemies may 
be put to confufion ; and we do, witli the greateft fmcerity 
and firmtjefs, give your Majefty the ftrongeft afl'urances that we 
will, with the warmeft zeal and unanimity, take the moft cf- 
fcdual meafures to enable your Majefty to fruflraic and defeat 
fo defperate and infoient an attempt, arid to fcourc and preferve 
your royal perfon and government, and the religion, laws, and 
liberties of thefe kingdoms. 

And we beg leave to declare to your* Majefty, aQti to the 
whole world, that it is the fixed refolutRIHNirf^^ purpofe »jf our 
hearts, at the hazard of our lives and fortunes, » uippoii and 
defend voul* Majefty, and your undoubted right and title to the 
crown of thefe realms, and the proteftant VuccelTion in your 
royal houle, in oppofition to, and defiance of, the Pretender and 
his adherents, and all other ybUr Majefty’s enemies. 


Yy4 
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PJis jinfwery February 20, 1744. 

My Lords and Gerfilemcn, 

I THANK you heartily for this zealous and afTcftionatc ad- 
drefs. I make «no doubt but the vigour and unanimity 
which you have exprelTed on this occafion, will, by the blcf- 
fmg of God, enable r^e to defdat the evil dtTigns of our ene¬ 
mies; and you may be affirred, that no care or precaution has 
been, or fhall be wanting on my pait,’ for tlic defence and wel¬ 
fare of my kingdoms. 


Uis Majejiys mojl gracious Speech^ April 3, 1744. 

‘My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^T^HE preparations wh'ich were fo long carried on in France to 
• invade thris kingdom, in favour of a popilh Pretender, 
have at laft been foVowed with a declaration of w^ar by that 
crown againft me. The duty, afFciJilion, and zeal for me and 
my family, which have been fo fully and cordially cxpreifcil 
in the unanimous refolutions of both Iloufcs of Parliament, 
and in the loyal and feafpnablc addrefTtw of all my good fub- 
jedls, ought to have convinced our enemies how ill-grounded 
any hop«s of fuccefs were, with which they might have vainly 
Uttered themfelves in fuch an attempt. I’o me it is the triiell: 
fatisfaflion, and mu ft be the greatoft fccurity to my govern¬ 
ment, that juft at the time of entering into this war, I have 
had fuch folcmn aiTiirances and pledges of the fidelity and good 
affeflions of my people. 

Whatever colours may be endeavoured to be put on thefe 
injurious proceedings of the court of France, I can appeal to 
the whole world for the re£liiude and equity of my'conduit, 
always fteadily directed to the defence of the ancient allies of 
my crowm, conformably to treaties to the prefervation of the 
balance and liberties of Europe, "and the maintenance of the 
commerce and elTential interclls of my kingdoms, purfuant to 
the advigs of my Parliament, without invading the rights of 
any other poweu 

Under thafecircumftanccs I have declared war on my part 
againft the French King, and have made the proper requilitiuns 
to my allies, particularly the States General of the United 
Provinces, (whofc firm friendihip I have fo lately experienced) 
to join with me, ^nd ^lerform their engagemeitts on this im¬ 
portant occafion. 

c Gentlemen’' 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

I fake this opportunity to thank you .for the rcailincfs and 
difpatch with which you have already granted me large fupplies, 
and that on terms fo advantageous to th^public, uUhongh wc 
Tvere then aftiially menaced with an invasion. It would give 
mt? the utmoft concern to fee our expenfes increafttl hv this 
new event ; but if you (hull ihid any thing turther mcellary 
for the fiippo'-t of the honour of mv^evown, and \our own le- 
enrity in the preftnt conjunclnre, I d.'pciid on vour wonted 
for it. 

My Lo?tk aiul Gentlemen, 

Info jtrfl a caufc I rely on the Divine j’rotct^lioiT, and on 
your vigorous and iffcftuai fnpport and niiid.incr. Il' t tor 
enemies ot* our peace, who have long afpired at the nnivirlal 
monarchy of Europe, and envied the liberty and ilouriihing 
conditwn of my kingdoms in particular, fee, thayCireat Britain, 
in conjunilion.with her allies, is able to^ilhiland and defeat 
ih eir deltriK^ive projeids. I will do my part. I have no ift- 
tcred at heart but your s ; and in that caminon inttrclt lei us 
all unite. 


j^ddrrfi to kls Majcfty h the IJou fc of Lotdsy April 4,^744. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, • • 

your Majefly’s moll dutifnband loval fiibjeaD, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, in Pailiamcnt alfemhled, 
return vour Majefly oiif humble thanks for your moll gracious 
fpeech from the throne. 

As the preparations lately made by the court of France to 
invade thij kingdom, in favour of a popilh abjured Prefender, 
raifed in ns the ntmoll refentment and abhorrence ; fo-thc dif- 
4 ppoinlment which, through the good providence of (Lul, and 
your Majefty’s vigilance, that pernicious dclign has met with, 
fills our hearts with the trued *oy and fatlsfaiflion. 

A proceeding Oj notorionlly contrary to the faith of many 
treaties, could have been aggravated by n otL'ng but (he fleclara- 
tion of war publilhed by the French k'l^Jgilnfk youi Ma¬ 
jefly : a declaration containing infumations lb injurious to your 
Majelly’s royal dignity, and to the honour of the Britilh name 
and nation, that the indignation which we feel in ourfclves 
makes us not doubt but it will have the fame juft effe£l on the 
minds of ail your faithful fubje£ls. 

Our zeal for your Majefty, your royal family, and govern¬ 
ment \ oujT ardour for the fervice arid fupport of your Majefty, 

* and 
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anjf our ct^jintry, at the expenfe of our blood and trcafurtf, 
cdtild not have been augmented by any circumAances but the 
meafiircs now' taken Ty France, unprovoked by any thing but 
yiiur Majcfty’s endeavours to defend the ancient and natural 
allies of your crowQ,^ to preferve the liberties of Europe, and 
to maintain the commerce and cifential intcrcits of your 
kingdoms. ^ 

If Great Britain co&ld bp wanting to yoiir Majcfty in fo juft 
a caufc, it muft be wanting to itfelf/ You may therefore firmly 
rely on the iitmoft efforts of your people, to make good ‘Jtvc^fo-. 
Icmn affurances which they have foduiifully and lb '.rtettioitai?’- 
ly given yon, and effectually to Hand by and allifi your Majcfty 
in profecuting the war againft: Fiance with the greatcft vigour. 

We acknowledge your Majefty’s goodnefs in acquainting 
US, that upon this event you have made the proper requifitions 
to your allies, particulnrly to the Stales General of the United 
provinces, between whom and lids nation the llriCleft-iies do 
happily fubfift. We humbly btfcech your Majgfty to continue 
thofe inftances in thlJ ftrongeft manner ; not doubting but the 
fame fricndfhip w hich that gicat nroieftant republic has fo lately 
ihewn for this kingdom, and their juft fenfe of our common 
intercil and common danger, will induce them to join with 
your Majcfty, and to fuml their engagements on the prefent 
occafioq^ 

'-'Your Majefty’s gracious and paternal declaration, that you 
have no intcreft at heart but that of your kingdoms, cannot fail 
to excite in all your fubjeCls the warmeft gratitudb, and to ce¬ 
ment that confidence between King ^nd people, which is fo 
ueceffary in this conjuncture. Permit us, on our part, to 
affurc your Majcfty, from the bottom of our hearts, that wc 
look upon the defence and fnpport of your Majefty, and of the 
ptotertant fuccellion of your illuftrious houfe, as the ^^nly fecu- 
fity, under God, of our religion, laws, and liberties ; and 
thet, in this national and glorious caufc, all true Britons and 
pruteftants will '^ealouily and fteqjifaftly unite. 


Anfwery Aptil 1744' 

•c 

My Lords, 

J GIVE you my hearty thanks for this addrCft, fo full of that 
duty and '^eal which I have always experienced front you. 
The unanimity with which it pallbd adds greatly to the fatis- 
faCtiojQ 1 receive from it. I rely upon you to make good yoiir^ 

' afturan'Ces j 
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afTiirances; and you may depend on my endeavours^© carry on 
tins war in fuch a manner as may be moft for the advantage of 
my kingdoms. * 

i 

Ad^refs ly the Houfc of Commons to bis Madefyy Apyil 4 , 1744 , 


Moft gracious Sovereign, « 

your Majefty’s moft dijtil\il ajid loyal rubje<fts, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament alfcmbled, 
return your Majefty our moft hearty thanks for your 
Mtijefty’s gNw;^ious ipecch from the throjic ; and to exprefs our 
utmoft indignation and refentraent, that after an attempt the 
moft perfidious to furprife your Majelly’s kingdoms, *by a fiid- 
den inval'vm in favour of the Pretender, the French King 
fhould pnblifh a declaration of war, couched in terms injurious 
to the honoui and dignity of your MSjefty’s crown, perfon, 
and gdvernment, and avowedly founded upon •your Majefty’s 
having fuppofted, piirfuant to your engagements, an ally op- 
preiled by the French Kjng, contrary to his faith, folcmnly 
pledged and d»'arly bought. • 

We congratulate your Majefty on the ready afliftance your 
Majefty has lately received from th<| States General. 

Wc beg leave alfo to return your MajeHy eiir fmcerc thanks 
for having aiferted the honour of this nation, in deebifing war 
sgainft the French King ; and for having, on this important 
QCcalion, been gracioully plcafed to m;jke the proper re(]uilitions 
to your Majelty’s allies, and particularly the States General, 
united in one common and invariable intereft with this nation ; 
and we cannot doubt but that by your Majefty’s fteadily purfu- 
ing the faid inftanccs, they will, from their known regard 
treaties, and their juft fenfc of the impending danger, co-ope- 
late with*your Majefty in the moft vigorous and cfteOnal mca- 
fures for checking.the ambitious views of France, and prefer- 
ving the liberties and balance of Europe. 

Your faithful Commons dd humbly aflTure your MajeHy, that 
in the profecution of this unavoidable w'ar, whatever further 
expenfes ftiall be found nccelPary for the 4'upport of honour 
of your Majefty’s cro^n and the fecurh^sftmjis nation, your 
Majefty may depend upon their moft ready isiedlual aifift- 
.ance, fuch as they think becomes a free and grateful people^ 
in defence of tlieir liberties agatnft that power which has l<5ng 
afpired at the univerfal monarchy of Europe, and whofe ambU 
tious views and deftrudive projefts have hitherto been defeated^ 
.by the blclling of God on the arms of Great Britain and her 
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His MajeJifs Anfwer, April 6 , 1744. 
(jenticmcn, 


J THANK you foj^thefe repeated afTuranccs of your zeal and 
affedioii. < 


Your (iiianiinity on tliis ocrafion will, I make no doubt, 
have a very good efFcdl'^upc^n oiu allies. 

You may depend upon niy endeavours to make this war 
Jiltle buidenfome to my people as pf)/llblc. 




His Majfjlys moji gracious Spicch, May I 2 y 17^4. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

j| CANNO r put an dhd to this fedion without returning joti 
. my hearty ti*anks ior the many dcnionlirations yoii have 
given me, during the conrfc of it, of your good atfctlions, and 
ot your zeal for the fupport of inv government, 

f'hc great preparaKons n;adc by Krance on the fide of the 
Andrian Netherlands, mult conviuec all Europe of the ambi¬ 
tious and dedrudiive view^ of that crown, in beginning the 
prdent war. It lhall be my care, in conjundion with my 
allies, tit purfue the moll proper nicalures to dilappoiiu them, 
dud to piofccute the war in fiicli ,1 manner as may be mod cft'cc- 
in;d for procuring a* fafe and honourable peace. My good 
fiicnds the States General have already, in purfuance of my 
Tcijuililion, agre^.d to furniOi the fucciiurs Itipulated by our 
trtaiies: and 1 have received the dronged alfurances ot their 
jnd fenfe, not only of the common danger, but alfo of the in- 
feparable connctlion of their intcrells with thofe of this king»> 
doin, which 1 lliall not foil to improve for the generdi good of 
the com»i)on caufe. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Common?, 

C 

, The gn at rcadincfs and regard to the public fervice which 
you have Ihcwn, in granting the Ihpplies for the current year, 
are highly acceptabl^^^to me. You may depend upon it that 
they Inall be^btot^applied to the ends for which they were 
given, and in fuch manner as may be mod for tlie honour and 
advantage of Great Britain. 

My Loids and Gentlemen, 

Let me earnedly rccommoiKl to you, in your feveral ftations, 
to be vigilant in preferving the peace -and good order of thoL, 

kin>;dom. 
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kingdom. I promife myfelf you will ftMioufly copfider, that 
in the prefent conjundlure you are particularly called iippn, 
by all the motives ot duty ard ii.tereli, t(| ftir lip and vultlvaie 
in the minds of my people, an hearty and inoie il> in /n Jinary 
zeal for the maintenance and defence of 4 \^t holy religion ani 
cxucllcnt conditution, againft the malicious dellgns of our 
enemies. 

* 

hen the^ Lord Clujxcllor, by Ills Majedy's command, faid, 
*1, l\iy Li rcis an<l Genlieincn, 

JT is his Majglly’s royal v\ill ar:d plenfure, that this Par- 
liamont be prorogued to 'I'hurfday, tite twenty-flrll day of 
June next,^to be then here litld : and this Parliament Is accor¬ 
dingly prorogued to I'hurlUay, the tiveniy-Hrlt day of June 
next. • 


H.'s A’fty^Jfy's m^jfi gmaoiis S/mfh, J^o-Bcmhfr 27, 1744. 

My Lords and Gciulemcn, • 

I T is always a great fatislaciion to me to meet you in Parlia¬ 
ment, and it is particulai ly fo ii> this ctmjum^Uirc, as the 
prefent pollure of adairs abroad requires your moll It rious Cjni- 
iidcrafion. The events of tlie lall fuimncr have been fot'aru)U,v 
and fomc things have fallen out aiming the com le of it, I’o much 
to the difadv.mtage of the common tfaiife, ihc coniequence* 
whereof remain itill imdecidtd, that great attention muA l« 
gi\cn to them, and prnjter meafures takch for picventing or 
lemoving tlic ill cff'e^l.s ol them. 

I have, in purfuar cc of vour repeated advice, exerted my 
endeavour^ for the fupport ol the houfe of Aultria, and in the 
profeention of the jnll and nccellary war in which we. are en¬ 
gaged. 'I'hc Qiiecn of bltingary, tlioiigh attacked and in¬ 
vaded by powers from whoiri ihc li.id ihe kaft reafon to expect 
fuch a coiidud, has fliewn the grtauII conftaucy and relolii- 
lion ; and the King of Poland, purfuant to Ids engagement^ 
with her, hath Lnt a very conlidciablc fofee to her aliiIhiucc. 
The King of Sardinia, w ith a magiianim)f?**rH^firninefs fupe- 
rii.r to the greatcll diflicuUics, has, w iih the ailifftnce of my 
beet, relifted the conibintd forces of France and Spain fene 
againft him ; and at lull happily defeated an enterprife formed 
for hisdcllrudion, and for the reduction of Italy, as well as moft 
of the ports in the Mediterranean, under the power fd the houfe 
of Bouibou. Though our fucctfs has nut been anfwerable to 
our wifties- yet thc Vafl; exped.nio^i" and defigns of our ene- 

V. mics. 
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mies, built^iipon new intrigues and alliances, and dn additional 
ilrength, have not hitherto taken place, and will 1 hope, by 
the blcfling of God,f and the mutual united vigour of Great 
JBritain and her allies, be difappointed. In cunjun£lion with 
them, and with thei( ifFcdual alliffance and your fnpport, 1 am 
determined to carry on she war in fuch a manner as may be 
moft conducive to that iinportapi end which is toy foie aim, a 
fafe and honourable j^eaetj.; it being my firm rcfolutfon never 
to abandon my allies, and to precific the utmoll: fi curity to 
the religion, liberties, and commerce of my kingdoJii'WN,,^^^^ 

Fort’.'is purpofe 1 have always infilled, and aip''ITrfr-cime;'- 
vouring witii my allies, particularly my good friends the Stales 
Gene ral at the United Provinces, to fix the certain proportions 
of toices and expenfe to be furnifhed by each of the confede-. 
latcs, in the profecution of this jull and necclfary war. 

Gentlemen of the'Hoiift of Commons, 

1 have ordered the eflimates For the fervice of the enfuing 
year to be prepared Ind laid before you, and defire you to grant 
me fiu.h liippiic.s as Ihall be requifitc for the fccurily and w'eU 
farc of the nation, and for carrying on fuch meafurcs as it fliall 
be ncccffary for Great Britain to purfuc in the prefent extraor¬ 
dinary crilis. I am deeply feiifible of, and concerned for, the 
burdens w'hich lie upon my good fubjefts; and you may be 
alfortd ?nat no endeavours (hall be wanting on my part, to cafe 
them in ev> ry Inftance, where the confequences of. doing fo do 
not endanger their own true imercfls. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have laid before you my views and intentions ; your con¬ 
currence w'ith mo in a Heady purfuit of them will beft manifcfl 
your zeal for the common caufe, lay the fureft foundation for 
the real fupport of our allies, and for the fecurity and profpe- 
rity of yonr country: and nothing can add fo much to ihe 
weight and elHcacy of your rqfolutions, as unanimity and 
difpatch. 


jtddrefs by the^ Hou£ i^of Lards to his Majcjlyy Nov. 28, 1744. 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjecls, the 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, in Parliament aflembled, 
beg leave to return your Majefty our humble thanks for your 
moft gracious fpcech from the throne. 

Our zeal for your Majefty, the love of our country, aijd 
our anxious regard for thb welfare and liberties of Europe, 
-A •' have 
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have made us look, with the iitmofi concern, on thole e^wilts 
which have fallen out, during the laii fummer, to the dhiul^ 
vantage of the common caufe: and oiJr furprife is no 
when" we confider the part which has been taken by fome 
powers, fo contrary to their own true and 4 !lU;ntial interelt. The 
of taking proper meafnres to prevent or remove the iW 
effcfls of thefe events is apparent; and no endeavours lhall be 
wanting in us to obviate tiie.n. - , * 

We have feen, vviih tfle utmoft fatisfaftion, not on!y vour 
'JVI^jel!7\'magnanimity and zeal In the profeciition of the jtiil 
aftd, neceffaiy war wherein we are engaged, but alfo the con- 
ftancy and firrhnefs Ihewn by the Queen ot Hungary and the 
King of Sardinia under the greaielt diflicultics. 'i*he difap* 
pointmeiit of an enterprife, formed for the dcflrtniliou of the 
latter, as well as for reducing Italy under the dominion of the 
houfe of Bourbon, is of great importance to this nation; 
fincc, if fuch a defign had fucceeded, it mti(ihave been at:- 
tended with fatal confequenccs to the trade and navigation of 
your Majelly’s fnbjet^ls in the Mediterranean. 

We acknowledge, with the greated* ihankfiilnefs, your 
Majelly’s wifdoin and gotHlncfs in declaring to yt^uf Parlia¬ 
ment, that you arc determined to carry on the vvar, in con* 
jun^lioh with your allies, and wit!) tlicir eilcdual anTillancev 
in fuch a manner as may be moil conducive to a fate and^iondur*- 
able peace. In making thisdjjfiruble end your foie aim, ydUr 
Majcily Ihcws a jnlt fenfe of true glory, and a tender regard^ 
not only for your own fubjciSls, buf extended to the reft of 
Kurope. 

As your Majefly’s refohition, never to abandon your allies, 
muft be an additional encouragement to them llridly to per¬ 
form tlieir engagenic-nts with your Majelly, fo your jjaternal 
care to ptociire the iitmoft feciirity to the religion,’liberties 
and commerce of your kingdoms, cannot fail to exeiic in the 
hearts of all vonr faithful fubjeds, the W’armeft alFeclion and 
doty to yoUr facred jxrTfon,*and zeal for your defence and 
lupport. • 

Jt is with real f-.tisfaclion wc receive your Majefty’s decla¬ 
ration, that you are actually endcavouswfPj^^dth your allies, 
particularly the States General of the Uniteu'Pryvinccs, the 
ancient and natural friends of this nation, to adjuft the pro¬ 
portions of forces and expenfe to be borne by each of the coti- 
federates in the war. Such a concert will be the bafts ol gKat, 
utility and advantage to the common caufe. 

We are truly fcnfible of your Majefty’s goodftefs in laying 
before us thefe yo»tr fahitary victys and intentions; and we 
do, with the greateft ial and firmnefs, aiTure your Majcfty^ 
• that^ 
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that we aj[e fully determined to fupport you in the iRcady pro- 
fccuiiun of them, and in carrying-on fuch meafiires as it lhall 
be necelfary for (irifiat Britain to purfue in this critical con¬ 
juncture. 

May the Divine J’Vovidence profper your Majefty’s councils 
and arms with fnccefs equal to the juftice of your caufe. ‘For 
our pari, we beg leave to glye your MajcHy the ftrongeft af- 
ftirances, that we hafre i]^ honour and fnfety of your Majelty, 
(he fcciiriiy and true intereds of joftr kingdoms, and the happy 
iliiie ol this jull and iic(’(;fniry war, entirely at hwsrt; 
will, at the hay/ud oi our lives and fortunes, flancl hy.a'od 
defend y«'nr Majedv. your royal family, and goveinioent, 
againil Wie aml)niou.s and dtdrnclive deligns of France, and 
ill any other power iliat (hall attempt to attack or didurb 
tiicm. 


Majfjyy c AtifvLWy Nov. ^744- 

iVTy T.ord':, • 

■*1 Hh AR'T'l I.,Y ih-vtik von for ihi,' dntitnl and aiFt£lionate ad- 
'*■ drefs. 'I'he zeal whicli you have fo fcafonably expreifed for 
iny perfon and governnymr, for carrying on this jnd and ne-i 
cclfary war, and for the vigorous fupport of my allies, givci 
me ihcjigreaicd fatisfadlion : and your unanimity in doing this 
ednnot fail to add gre-atly to thc\good cfFeds of it, both at home 
and abi oad. 


Addfc/s by the lloufe of Commons^ Nov. 28, I74.j. 

Mod gracious Sovereign, 

.your Majcily’s moll dutiful and loyal fuhjc» 5 ls, the 

’ Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aifcnibled, 
beg leave to return your Majcdy our unfeigned thanks tor 
yoiM* Majefty’s mod gracious fjKcch from the tlirone. 

It is with the deeped concern we refleft upon what has 
happened, during the lad fnmmcr, to the di fad vantage of iho 
commo^i caiifc ; an^ as we ^cannot but be extremely appre- 
henlivc of thor Wmequenccs of thefe events, ive aflurc your 
Mijjcdy, tl 7 al wc will not only give the greated attention to 
them, but exert our titinod endeavours to prevent or remove 
the iUeiTetds of them. 

Wc cannot fnfficiently applaud the conftancy and re- 
fulution of the Queen of Hungary under fo many trials; 
nor can we lefs admire the magnanimity and drmnefs of the 
King of Sardinia, whofc c'xcelknt cgndud), fupported by your 

Majedy’s 
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Majefty’s afliAance, has obrtru< 5 led and defeated thc^mbitious 
defigns of the houfe of Bourbon in Italy, 

Your faithful Commons, with hearts ^ull of duty and gra« 
titude, acknov.'lcdge your Majeily’s prudent and tcjidcr regard 
to the condition ol your fubjedts, as wylj as your continued 
endeavours to concert and llipulato with your allies, particu¬ 
larly the States General, whole interells arc infepaiahly con- 
nedfed with thofe of Great Britain, ^the^proportiuii of forces, 
and expenfc to be bf>rne by the refpedlive confederates in this 
war; and ,we beg leave to alfure your Majefty, that vve will, 
tOiTthe uirfioft of our pow'er, allifl and iupport your Majefty 
in c'a^rying on .this juft and necelfary war agaiidt the enemies 
of thefe kingdoifts, and the dilturbers of Europe, till a fafe 
and honourable peace lhall be obtained. 

And as 3four Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to lay be¬ 
fore your Parliament your royal vicws«aiui intentions, your 
Majefty^ may depend upon your laiihful Comnigns, lor their 
ready and cheerful aftiftance to maintain the luuiour and dignity 
of your crown, cfFediually to fupport youf allies, and to con¬ 
tribute whatever ihall be found necclfaiy <jr cxpeiiicnt to bring 
about, with honour, a juft and rcalonablc fettlcnicnt of the 
prefent embroiled Ilaie of Europe. 


His Majejly^s Anfwer^ Nov. * 744 * * 

• • 

Gentlemen, , 

T THANK you for this loyal and affedlionate addrefs. 

Your unanimity, on this occafion, cannot fail of having 
great w'eight both at home and abroad : you may be aftiircd, 
whatever fupplies you Ihall find necelfary to grant Ihall be ma¬ 
naged w'itl^ the utmpA oeconomy, and applied to the fupport 
of my allies^ and of the true interefts of my people. 


His MajeJI/s mojt gracious Speech^ Jan, 14., 1745. • 

My Lords and Gentlemen, • • 

A T the opening of this fellion of ParliamCUtlt did not tliink 
it proper to lay any thing before you for your corffidcration, 
but what immediately related to the prefent unnatural rebel¬ 
lion and our fecurity at home. The daring attempts which 
the rebels have fince made upon this part of my kingdom has 
been happily difappointed; and as their precipitate flight be- 
forp a fmall number of my troops, muft greatly difpirit their 
followers, fo that inviolable duty and loyally, wmch have been 
Voi^ I, Z % ^ fo 
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fo univerf^lly And 0cadlly (hewn by my faithful fubjc£l:s, an4 
ihall never be forgotten by me, mull: convince them how vain 
anti 111-grotnulcd hopes were of any addition of ftrength 
from fuch an cntcrpiifc. 1 have not only fent a confidcrablc 
body of our naiiofiii^, fori:es into Scotland, and ordered the 
Helliun troops in my pay to be landed there, but have,^Ifo 
made fuch a dlfpofiiion of the rclt of my forces by land, as 
well as by fca, thal^I hope, by the blefling of God, this re¬ 
bellion will, in a (liort time, be extinguilhed, and our ene¬ 
mies, who have fo long menaced us with an invafum, be de¬ 
terred by the feufonabie preparations made for ourddfence. r 
'1 he cledtion of the Ji'mperor, which I very zealoufly pro¬ 
moted, v as an event of great importance, not only to the 
fuppori of the lioufe of Aullria, but to the liberties of Europe 
jn general. J did alfo, during the courfe of the lalV year, exert 
iny earneO: endeavoujis to bring about an accommodation be¬ 
tween the Kmjprefs, the King of Poland, and the l^ing of 
Pruilia ; and laid a proper foundation for it by the convention 
made by me and tlu^King of Pruliia. This great wprk being 
at hngth perfeftp'.l,under my mediation, by the trcj^ty lately 
concluded at Diefdcn, the interior tjanquillity of Germany, 
amougll the princes of the em])ire, is now rellorcd. My next 
care has been, and lhalf continue to be, applied to improve 
tills ace^iiniiiodation to the belt advantage, by procuring an im- 
piediatc i'uccour to be fent to Italy; and (uch a ftiengthj, for 
thf. del cnee aiid fecuriiy of I'he United Provinces, as may 
preftive that republic/ the ancient and natural ally of this 
kingdom, and one main fnpport of the protellant canfe, from 
the (Icltiuidicn with wltich it is threatened, as well as to attain 


a fafe and hqnonrablc peace. 'I he States General have made 
t-ho molt prolling inltanccs to me to alfift them in this difficult 
conjumSlure. The imminent dangers to which they^are at pr€^- 
Jont expofed, which do fo nearly affe£t the fafety of Great 
llritain, as vvcll as the very being of Holland, call for our 
molt ffirioiis attention : for th§ interells of the two nations 
^are fo united, that whatfoever brings rtiin upon the one, mult, 
in confcquence, be attended wdth the molt fatal mifehiefs to 
the other; fe^afons have induced me to allure the States 
that I will^ tcFffe utmoft of my power, according to the cir- 
pumllaiices of my pwn dominions, co-operate with them to¬ 
wards oppofing the further progrefs of our enemies in the 
Netherlands, and procuring a proper fecurity for the republic 
^gainlt the ambitidus and dellrudtive dellgns of France. In 
prjd^r tp this necelfary end, mcafures are now aflually con¬ 
certing between me and the States for fuptilhing this alHiIance, 
^ my part, -as early and'^effeSually as poflible j and for their 
^ ‘ making 
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malting fiich an augmentation of their prcfent forcts, as their 
own immediate prefervation, and the neceflity of affairs, ab- 
folutcly require. ' ♦ 

The great advantages which we have received from our 
naval flrcngth, in protecting the comtnorce of ray fubjedts, 
and intercepting and diftrefling that of our enemies, have been 
happily experienced the farmer, and feverely felt by the 
latter. I am therefore determined to be particularly attentive 
to this important fervice, and to have fuch a fleet at fea early 
•it: the ffding, as may be fufficient to defend ourfelves, and 
elfeClually to annoy our enemies. 

* n 

Gcntlcmen’of the Houfe of Commons, • 

It is with much regret that I find myfelf obliged to aik any 
further aids of my people. I am fo feulible of the burdens 
they endure, that nothing could give me fo’linccre a plcafure 
as to lighten them ^ but tiic confiderations I have laid before 
you arc fo noceifary to our own prefervation, that, I doubt 
not, you will grant me fuch a fupply asihall be fuflicient for 
thefe purpofes. The proper eflimates (haJl foon be laid before 
you ; and I earneltly recommend it to you to take the moll 
eflcCtual methods to maintain the public credit in this cun> 
junCturd. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, * • 

I have fully opened to you my views and intentions, whicHt 
are fo effential to the honour of inytrown, and the true in- 
terefl; and well-being oi; my kingdoms, that 1 depend on your 
vigorous fupport, and the ytinoll unanimity and diipatch in 
your proceedings, 


jSddrcfs by the H^uje of hordij 'Jan, 15 , 1745 * 

Mod: Gracious Sovereign, • 

your Majefty*s moft dutiful and loyal ftibjeCls, ihtf 
Lords fpiritual and temporal, in Pnrliament afftmbli d, 
beg leave to return your Majefty our hillfvbi«i^|iauks for your 
mod gracious fpcech from the throne. • 

The great care which your Majefly has taken for fupprcfljn^ 
the prefent wicked and unnatural rebellion, and for defending 
this kingdom againfl an invafion, is a frefh inftance ol your 
paternal goodnefs and concern for your people; the continu¬ 
ance of whofe rejigious and civil rights is involved in the pre. 
felTvation of your Majefty, and of the proteflant fuccclliqn in 
your royal houfe. 

• Zz2 ‘ 


Zz2 
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We beg leave- to congratulate your Majefty on tbe fucccrs 
of youi arms, in difappointiag the attempt of the rebels upon 
this part of Great If^ritain. As your troops, led on and ani¬ 
mated by the bravery and example of his Royal Highnefs the 
Duke, could not OiK to ftrike terror into the rebels \ fo y.iur 
Majefty’s gracious acknowledgment of the inviolable and at ive 
loyalty of your tail hful fubjc£}s nnift he the mod encouraging 
motive to them Iteadfiadly to perfevere in the fame principles. 
We comply therefore v, ith every "call of intereft, as well as 
of duty, when wc give your Majefty the warmeft',airurance!= 
of our moft zealous and vigorous fupport, totally to extin^uiih 
this rebellion in every part of t^he united kingdom, and er ordy 
to defeat the defigns of the Pretender, and all thofe who lhall 
prefnme to allift or abet him. 

It is with gratitude wc acknowledge your Majefty’s great 
wifdom and regard for the public welfare, lu exerting your 
powerful infli^'nce to promote the eledlion of the Emperor, 
and to bring about an accommodation between the Eniprefs, 
the King of Poland*,’ and the King of Pruflia. We look with 
much fatisfa^lion on the completion of this great work ; in 
confecjuence of which an immediate fuccoiir may be font to 
Italy, yt)iir Majefty’s faithful ally, the King of Sardinia, be 
timely fupported, and a Strength procured for the defence and 
fccurity of the Low Countries. 

“We are moft fenilbly affefled with the imminent dangers to 
which the United Pu>vinres are expofed. We confider their 
prefervation and fecurity as of the higheft importance to the fafety 
of thefe kingdoms, whofc iuterefts have been clofcly connedled 
with thofe of that proteftant republic ever fince its firll founda¬ 
tion. W\ therefore beg leave to affiirc your Majefty, that 
wc will vigoroully fupport you in taking proper mcafures for 
their defence, and in making good fuch ncccflary engagements 
as your Majefty will enter into, for co operating with them, 
towards oppofmg the further progrefs of our enemies in the 
Nuhcrlands; and procuring a, proper fecuiity for the States 
.General againft the ambitious and deftru£live defigns of Fi ance, 
and for attaining a Ijifc and honourable peace. 

Youir pjwidcnce and tender concern for your people 

appear in jiotfnng more tlian in the regard you exprefs for the 
circumftances of your own dominions. We cannot doubt, 
but this conhderation will have its due weight with your allies; 
and that the States will make fuch an augmentation of their 
forces, and all fuch further efforts, as their own immediate 
danger and the prefent exigency of affairs require. 

The advantages whic h Great Britain has’receivcd, and the 
loites and diftrefs which her enemies have felt from our naval 

’ f Ihcngth, 
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llrength, are vifible to all the world. Your Majefly’s refolu- 
tion, therefore, to be particularly attentive to this imporiant 
fervice, and to have a llrong fleet at l|a early in the fpring, 
gives us the greateft fatisfadion. 

Your Majerty’s gracious declaration,* that you have fully 
opened to us your views and intentions, is an additional ground 
for that juft confidence which^wc repofe in you: and we do, 
in the moft folemn manner, alfur^ ySur Majefty, that the 
menaces thrown out, and fhe preparations made by our enemies, 
have had^'iio other effed upon our minds, but to increafe our 
iiidignation againft their deftrudive projeds and attempts; 
and *0 augmcT^t and heighten pur zeal and ardour in the caufe 
of ytiur Majefty and our country, • 


HJs Miijejiy s Jnfwer, Januavy 15, 1745. 

My Lords, ^ • 

T RETURN you my thanks for this diftiful and affedionate 
addrefs. The juft fenfe you exprefs of the fltualion of af- 
fairs, and of the proper condud to be purfued in order to cx- 
tinguifti the rebellion, fupport our friends, and defeat the dc- 
figns of our enemies, gives me grSai fatisfadion. I rely on 
your vigorous fupporr; and you may depend on nn^ firmly 
adhering to fuch meafures as lhall be molt lor the honour*of 
my crown, and the true inteilil of my kingdoms in our pr«- 
fent circumftances. • 


His Majejlys tnoji gracious Speechf February 14, 1745 * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

iT is with great pleafure that I take this opportunity to af- 
fure you of my entire fatisfadion in the difpatch and una¬ 
nimity of your proceedings tn this feflion of Parliament, and 
in the zeal you have fhewn for the common caufe, and for tlae 
honour and true intcreft of Great Britain.* 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons^ 

I rettini you my thanks for the readinefs and cheerfulnefs 
with which you have already provided fo confiderable a part of 
the fupplies; and I make no doubt, but the fame zeal and 
good difpofition will induce you to enable me to make good 
the alliances I am already engaged in, and to concert fucb 
Oihcr meafures, in this important conjuntture, as ftiall be 
judged neceflary for the fupport of the Qiicen of Hungary, 
• " Z z 3 I and 
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atid for ca/r} ing on the prcfent war with vigour, in order to 
iprocurc a fate and honourable peace. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I have, in conjund^ion with the Qiiccn of Hungary and the 
States Oencral, concluded a treaty with the King of PoLif'd# 
which 1 will order to be laid before you. Let me earneltly 
recommend to you th% Continuance of the fame fteadinefs and 
harmony in your deliberatiSns ; whioit cannot fail to give great 
cncouragenienl to my allies, and to add great weigly to our^ 
efforts. 


€ 

I/is Mtijcjlys moji gracious Spcccfj^ May 2, 1745* ‘ 

My Lords ami Gentlemen, 

zcaly Unatlimiiy, arid difpatch of your procccdingSji 
having brought the public bulinefs to a happy coucluHon, 
arid the fcafon of the year being fo far advanced,.it is nccollhry 
lltat I fliould put an e#.d to this fellion of Parliament. 

<■ It is a particular ^fatisfaclion to Ine to be able to acquaint 
you, that lincc the beginning of it, the pofture of affairs 
abroad has received a very confidcrablc alteration to the advan¬ 
tage of the common caufel The late luccclfes of the Auihian 
arms in Germany,'and the conclufion of an accommodation 
between the Qiiccn of Hungary and the Eledtor of Bavaria, 
have laid the beft foundation for a further happy progrefs. By 
thefe events, the influence of France in the empire is much 
Weakened and diminifhetl; and a way is opened to rcllorc that 
flrength and power to our ancient and natural allies, which 
will tend greatly to the re-cftablilhmcnt and feciirity of the ba-* 
lancc of Europe. 

The refoliitions which liavc been taken by my goosl friends*^ 
the Slates General of the United Provinces for exerting their 
efforts, in concert with me, and the engagements they have? 
entered into for fettling the proportions of forces and expenfe, 
ea^nnot fail to give fpiril and vigour to the operations of our 
armies. From thefe good beginnings, I hope, by the blefling 
of God On the juftice^;f our caufe, this campaign will be at¬ 
tended with fucfflTuccefs, as to defeat the ambitions and de- 
ilrudffvc projedfs of tho Houfc of Bourbon, formed againil 
the liberties of fhiropc, and particularly levelled againil niy 
kingdoms. In this view I am determined, in conjundlioit 
with my allies, vigorouily to profecute this juft and necefl’ary 
war, in order to the procuring a fufc and honourable peace. 


Gsntleliien 
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CTentiemeii of the Houfc of CoiTimon'?^ * 

I return you my hearty thanks for the jmple fupplics wh’icfi 
you have fo cheerfully grained fiir the lei vice of the current 
year; and which, you may be alfutcd, (^.ill Ik (Iriaiy appHcj 
to iliiofc great and national ends ior which they were gneu. 

Aly Lords and Gcnticmcnf 

1 entirely rely on your duty, fidelity, and good afLaions, of 
tvhich I jjaye had lo many convincing proofs. Lei it be your 
care to cultivate and promote the lame good diijioiitiuns in y<iur 
feveW ronnrritss, to fnpport niy govcrnnitnt, and to prelcrvc 
the pface and g‘od order of tlfc kingdom ; as it lhaj! tver ho 
mine to advance and ftcurc your lading profpeiliy and happi- 
nefs. * 


I'henlhc Lord Chancellor, by his Majcfly’s fiommiuid, fai (4 
My Lords and Gentlemen, t 

1 T is his M-ijclly’s royal'will and pleaQirc, that this Parlia*^ 
nient be prorogued to 'l luirfday, the 2oth day of Jinn- luxt, 
to be tlicn here held: and this Parlianicnt is accordu'glv juo- 
rogned'to 'rinirfday, the 20th day ot jnne next. 


HU uMiiji/y i ir.'Jlp\iclous (Jit. 17, :jj- 


My Lords and Gcniicincri, 

^PIIE open and unnatural rt beUIon which lias broke out, and 
is Hill continning in Scotland, has obliged me to call yoti 
together fooncr than I intended ; and 1 lhall lay nothing beioro 
you at pftfent, but wliat itnnietllaiely relates to our feciirify at 
home, referving all other conllderaiions to a Grtheriipportti- 
nity. So wicked and daring an attempt, in favour of a popilli 
Pretender to my crown, headed by his elded fon, canted on by 
numbers of traitorous and defperate perfons vtithin tho king¬ 
dom, and encouraged by my enemies abroad, requires the im- 
mediato advice and adidance of my PanLiameht to fnj^j[)rcfs and 
extinguilh it. I'he duty and affection for me^and my govern¬ 
ment, and the vigilant and zealous care for the fafety of the 
nation, which have with fo much unanimity been fhewn by 
my faithful fubjedls, give me the firmed aHurance that yoii 
arc met together, refolved to ad with a fpirit becoming a time 
of common danger, and with fnch vigour, as will end, in the 
cbnfufion of all thofe who have .engaged in or fomented this 
rebellion. 

Z z 4 ,1 have. 
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I 


I have,, throughout the whole courfe of my rcigti, made the 
laws of the land the rule of my government, and the prefcr- 
vation of the conltiti|tion in church and ftate, and the rights of 
luy people, the main end and aim of all my adlions. It is 
therefore the more,rfilonifliing that any of my proteftant fiib-- 
jcdls, who have known and enjoyed the benefits refulting ffom 
thence, and have heard of the, imminent dangers thefc king¬ 
doms were wonderfully delivered from by the happy Revo¬ 
lution, flionUl, by any arts and management, be deluded into 
ineafures that m\i(l,-at once, deftroy their religion liftKl libep- 
tii!s, introduce popery and arbitrary pow'cr, and fubje£l them 
to a foreign yoke. , 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

. 1 rely on your aiftclion to me, and your care afid concern 

for our conmion fafety* to grant me fnch a fupply as may en¬ 
able me entirclj^ to exlingiiilh this rebellion, cft'edually 4 o dif- 
conrage any foreign power from aflilling the rclwsls, and ‘to rc- 
llore the peace of the kingdom ; for which pnrpofe, I will 
'-trrcler the proper efUn^ates to be laid before you. Ainoiigfl: the 
many ill confeqiicnces of this wicked attempt, the extraordi* 
n.ary burden which it muft bring upon my faithful fubjeds 
very fenfibly afteds me. * 13 ut let thofe anfwcr for if whofc 
treafon has occafioned it, and my people be convinced what 
they owe to thofe diftnrbcrs of our peace, who are endeavour¬ 
ing to make this kingiiom a fccue of blood and confulion. 

4 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 


_ I 

^M^e in.iny evident proofs this Pailiament h.is given of their 
duty, fidelity, and atfedion to me, and of their Heady adhe¬ 
rence to life prcfeni happy cllablilhment, and the true iniercH 
of their country, make me repofe inyfclf entirely oitotlie zeat*^ 
and vigour of your proceedings and rcfolntions. 1 am confi¬ 
dent you will .id like incti, who contlder that every thing dear 
and valuable to them is attacked ^ and I qiicUion not, but by 
the blcliing of God we lliall, in a Ihort time, fee this rebel¬ 
lion end, not only in rclloriug the tranquillity of my govern¬ 
ment, biK in procuring, greater llrcngih to that excellent con- 
11 itution which -tr w^s deligned to fiibvert. Tiie maxims of 
this conditutron fhall ever be the rules of my condud. The 
iiUerelt of me and iny people is always the fame and infepara- 
ble. In this common interefl let ns unite ; and all thofe, who 
lhall heartily and vigoionlly exert thcmfclves in this juft and 
natituujl caufe, may always depend on my protedion and fa- 
vuw, •• 


/uMreft 
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^tlrefs hy the Heufe of Lords, Oiicher l8, 1745. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, * 

WE; your Majclly’s moft dutiful ati^l loyal fuhjo«^ls, the 
• Lords fpirittial and temporal* in Parliament alVemhlcd* 
beg leave to return yotir Majt|^lly our hunibU* thanks for your 
moft gracious fpeech from the throrif. * 

As we felt the uttnoft Concern upon the breaking out of the 
.linnatBri^rcbellion which is ftill carrying <»n in Scoilaml, Co our ' 
joy on your Majefty’s fafe and happy rcinrii into this kingdi^i, 
agretehieto th^ardent wiflics qf your people, is prnpoitionably 
augnlented. We want words to exprtfs thcjull indignation 
and abhorrence which rife in our breads at fo wicked, .traito» 
rous, andMcfperate an attempt, in favour of a popilh preten- • 
der to your crown, whofe groundlefs oiaini we have unfeign< 
edly abjured, and whofe principles and defigqs tve do, from 
the bottom ofr our hearts, deteft. And we beg leave ti>afrure 
your Majefty, that this rath and prcfumfituoiis eniciprifc fliall 
have no further efrecil upon our minds, bjit to excite in us fuert 
a fpirit of refolution and unanimity, in this critical conjunc¬ 
ture, as, by the Divine aftiltancc, yiay not only fiipprcfs this 
rcbellidn, but confound and extingmih for cvci all future hopes 
of the Pretender and his adherents. 

The many evident proofs of true loyalty and affc£liort to 
your Majelly, and zeal for your government, which have befen 
already (hewn by your faithful fu!)j*eils, with an union and 
checrfulnefs never known before, unlels at the happy revolu¬ 
tion wrought by our great deliverer King William the bird, 
are clear demonftrations that this nation is deienniqg d to p rC^ 
ferve the ftrudurc built upon that glorious foundation. "Vain, 
indeed, muff be the expedlations of thole who can imagine we 
would part with it. As your Majelly lias been pleafed graci- 
oiifly to accept and approve thefc beginning>, wc bcfeech you 
to look upon them as an earueft of the united zeal and vigour 
of your Parliament in the caufe of your Majelly and their 

country. , ^ 

It is wdth hearts full of the finccreft ,gratftudc, that we ac¬ 
knowledge your Majefty’s paternal regard for the laws of the 
land, our conflitution in church an i ftatc, and the rights of 
your people ; and it is with the dccpelt convi£lion that wc de¬ 
clare to your Majefty, and the whole world, that the continu¬ 
ance of ihefe blcffings does, under God, entirely depend on 
the inaintenance of your Majefty’s undoubted title to the 
c/TSwn of thefe realms, the fuppo/t of your throne, and the 
prefervation of the proteftant fucceflion in your royal houfe. 

• Whoevet 
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Whoever can entertain a thought of exchanging thofe jud rule'? 
of government, bounded by the laws and maxims of this free 
conltitution, for the fxercife of tyranny and arbitrary powetj 
learned in the moll defpotic courts of Europe, and of parting 
with the piirell rcligi(#rMn the world,for the fuperftition and per- 
fecuting fpirlt of popery,miifl: be the moft abandoned of mankiftd. 

Warmed with thefe movrns^ fcntinients, and unlhakcn in 
thefe principles, we gi^e y#)Ur Majefl^y the flrongeft alfiiranees,- 
that, in defence of your facred pjrfon, and of all thole inva¬ 
luable intcreds which \vc have already deferibed, we ^e'llead,^* 
fal^y refolved to unite, and to hazard oiir eftaies and li^s ; 
that from this revolution wc will never dcpart,^^biit wilH^ar- 
tily and zehioiilly c<Micur in all I'ncli meafures as may moit ef- 
fctlually conduce to extingiiilh this rebellion 5 to^deter any 
'foreign power from >preriiniing to fupport it i t 5 reftore the 
tranquillity of your Ma^clty's government; and to add dreiigtb 
to that eN:c(;llc»t condiiijiion which this flagitious attefhpt i^ 
intended to fubvert. ^ ‘ ' 

May the divine Providence gnartj and protedl your Ma- 
jefly’s precious life; ‘give fiiccels to your councils and arms 
againft all your enemies, and liability to your throne. 


* Hh Ma}ij}ys Anfivoy OHober 18, 174.50 
My Lords, 

"t RE'rURN you my Iiearty tiianks Yor the afFedionate and 
warm alfmances of duly and loyalty- which yon have una- 
ntmoully given me in this addrels. Y our concern for the pre- 
feVvaiion of our excellent conltitution in church and Itate is 
as agreeable to me, as the zeal you exprefs tor me and my go-^ 
ternment. 1 entirely rely upon both j and doubt nof but, by 
the blclling of God, and your alliltancc, this unnatural rebel¬ 
lion will be defeated, and the peace and tranquillity of iny 
kingdoms reitored. < 


Addrefs to his the Houfc of Commons^ 18, i 74 S* 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

WK. your Majefty’s nmft dutiful and loyal fubjc£ls,the Com¬ 
mons of Great Britain, in Parliament aliembled, beg 
leave to return your Majcfty our unfeigned thanks for year 
Majefty’s moft gracious fpecch from the thretne; and to con¬ 
gratulate ydlir Majelty upon your happy, fafe^ apd feafonabte 
return to thefe your kingdoms. 

“We 
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^ W e cannot fufficicntly ('ur aliliorrciKC aixl dctcila- 
tion of the iiiHiatural rebellion nv)w raging in Tvioriii 1 rhain. 

Permit us to giv^ your|Majelly the l^ungeii allurances of 
our duty and atFcdion to yinir perlon and government; ami to 
declare, that we will, wiih vigiianei', aiul^«unanimity, 

iheW a Ipirit and vigour becoming this time of r : in or¬ 
der to make thtfe leminients tifeilual, Viuir fahhlul t'oininons 
will grant Inch luppliv’S, and pm llfcngth into your M.i- 
^*fly’s hands, as, we tniit* in (Jod, and hope, from v<)urMa- 
cannot fail to def at the atK inpt^ of thofe who 
have already made one part of the milted kingdom, am! 
woui^wake th5 other, a Icein: of blood, rapine, and confn- 
lion. % • 

With hearts full of gratitude \vc acknowledge, that .under 
vo'ir M.iielfy’s royal protection, we havc#lived m an nninter- 
rnptcd and leeme enjoyment <)1 our religion, Llu^, and liber¬ 
ties. • • 

As all *ht fe arc now wiekcdly and opcnlv attacked, and we arc 
bound bv evciv conli leration, human and divine, to exert 
our!elv(s ill cletence of ycsur laced perfomand goverumont. 
Your Majelty in.ty fafely rely on the 7,eal and vigour fit your 
faithhil Comnnm.s, wlio a'^e rtl'uUnl^to nt.t like nun, fenlilde 
of tlie b'lciiings \vc enjoy, and dilermined to iirelerve tlmU 
IdeHIngsto nindclves and our polkiiiy. • 

We beg leave to coiiLMalnlay.* your \Ta)( Hy o‘t the general 
concurrence of your fiibieOlsin llu le Icntnntnis oNlnty lo youe 
Majcity, and 7cal lor your fcrvice; wfiiLn union, wc 

doubt not, will, by vo»;r i\I:ijeil\’s wild.'in, bv i!Mj’r'>vLil to 
the future glorv and welfare ol vour crown and j j'le, and 

Oa, 

to llie utter conturion and difappointment ol die 

iipdi. 


Aijivcr h his lilajcp.y^ Oilihcr iiy 1745 '* 
Ccntlcmcii, 

%9 

T RKTURN you my liearty thanks forjhlsduliful and affec- 
tionate adilrcfs. « * 

The zeal <»nd vigour which you have vvldi fo mucli tina- 
nlmity declared on this oecafion, will, I trull in G(.d, enable 
me to pm a fpeedy end to this rebellion ; what' vei llierigtli yovt 
lhall place in my liands, you may be allured Ihall he einploved 
onlv to promote the good and happinefs of my people, and to 
fecurc to them the perpetual ciijoymenl of their religion, 
larfs, and liberties. 


St'efih 
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L 

speech if the Speaker of the Hvife of Commot/Sf on prefenting the 
A'hnt'j Hills^io Ha Afaj'fljt, Ainy^ly * 7 'IS* 

Moll gracious Sovereign, 

“YrOUR 4 'a'r'‘?Ku! Coirunous do now attend your Majefty with 
their lalt bill ot liippiy for the public fervice ot the pre- 
fent year ' ^ 

As their fiipplics^ Sir, are equal fo yoiir Majefty’s demand^ 

* fo your CoMiinons Iwvc made ihcfe grants to your M^je^iy, as, 

they judged thim to be adequate alfo to the nature, the imooi^- 
tance, and the neceflity ot the rj,rviccs. /• 

What ytiur Commons have given, the manner of theirigifr, 
and thp lutitiidt. allowed in the difpolition of great part of it, 

• are fo many marks ©1. the fenfe they have of the caulV it is for, 
of the conlidcnce theyfrepofe in your Majclly for the due ap¬ 
plication of it,«and of the deli re they had alfo, that our ene¬ 
mies might conceive no hopes from our unexpe£led difadvan- 
tages and mod uuacloutuable difappointmenis the lad year, 

*^^at this nation was tyiher urnvilling, or yet unable, to main¬ 
tain its own rights and rank, or thofc of its allies, againft the 
didurbers of Europe, their ambition and perfidy. 

This is, and always has been, the only obje£l of your 
Commoy^s in this w'ar; and although it has been purfued by 
this country againd one of our enemies, at an expenfe beyond 
oiff proportion of the danger, compared with that of other 
dates \ in places, and in a manner not the moll natural to the 
fituation ot this cotintiy, or where its .principal and genuine, 
and lefs ex pen live llreiigth can be exerted; yet your faithful 
, ^Cotnmqnsv. Sir, have enabled your Majcdy to take this large 
iharVui the war upon the continent,—to be indeed the life and 
chief fpirit of the whole; that the inability of fom«-powers, 

. and the llownofs of others, miglti not make the common caufc 
to become defperate, and thereby give the common enemy the 
advantage of efit;cling, without! controul, that fuperrority 
'aihich mud bo tyranny, fo long meditated, and now again at¬ 
tempted, and in which, if obtained, the independency of Great 
Britain may Iboneror fcitcr be involved and dcllroyed. 

It is this. Sir, and this alone, that can jullify to the people, 
the impofing upon them the many millions they have already 
paid in the courfe of this particular quarrel.—God grant that 
our condition, in the further progrefs of it, may not call for a 
repetition of the fame expenfe. His aid we implore, and we 
rely on your iMajcfly’s wifdom and condu^it. and on the ex¬ 
pelled great confequences fomc late vtrv important advalf- 
tages, that the great amiamcr.i ymir Ctmin-oui. have again pro- 

tided 
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vided for, and the large fuhftdies they have < nahlcil your Majefty 
to i^ivc to torciiJn pt ’,\crs,lmay have that ruveel's this year, hoar, 
mueh foever it fuiliil in t!|‘ as to otir proud oiieinics 
to rcafon, and give your Majelly ilie j'I'*ry of biiagtiig to your 
country what wx- are i> nuol bv your royal 

heart, as it is certainly moll wanted by vi.'ur a fpeedy, 

an honouiahje, and a laiting pai'incaiion. 

To the obtaining of wldJi niu;! ric.lia5l)le t tid has the atten* 
your C-'iuimions Tiecn tnoll tarncilly applied, recoiii- 
.incucW! r« them by your Majeily, in thw ition^eU and moft 
iffectiona’e manru'r, and pioLcuud by them with molt di(tlti> 
gunbed 7 ,e.il and uiMiiiii.iiy. ^ 

’ 1 Vvus li.i'ir iird and j^niu ipal care: and when lhatnvasdone/ 
they applied 'tucutthes with t' c fame ferionsattention tf^inany 
other \eiy*n'.' mial concerns, more thanjias ulually been the 
piodiictmil ut wiie fcllion. Among otli^rs, llien ar - hills prc> 
paixi',i()r your \|jjelly s ;ny:il .iMeiil—to iigp^te tlti^ions of 
fill!-"'*- 'to !eo*ire i' ■■">a;iiu'ation ot jiiltiees ot ihc j c.ice—to 
gi\c tnrtlier ^ - .Hir.ig'nu nt to ih< linen iPaniila^tiin s of Clrcat 
Hritam and !. rand- -to jAirliic the foppr^'llmg of cxci ifive aifP 
ticccitlu- ^muiir, ib.at c''rrn .• : i .niiul and morals in the 
big!, a V ilu lowi It ol a people. 

I iieVe.i., oilie. bills, Sir, to prev: nt tvvo very growing and* 
rcprf'ae ml evi!*" to the public—the iimiung in of jj^iods and 
n ihaiubfe \t avoiii payouiit oi Uie b’gal and accuflothcd 
rintms; aiid ‘[ e cxnavagmt ufi and i onlumption of I'reifth 
camlmes: U-t’i of tin >n cmichiii^ om dang'^rous rival in 
tirt!. and pov.cr. 'i'lit iiril of tlum 'ciown lo an enormity 
beyond the controul of ali law, atid earned to the inoft daring 
and impudent defiance of 4 l! government ; the oihcTU^ne)^ 
^^nfe and clear lofs to the nation of two huiidrctniiWflljnfflr 
pounds aiycar ; of no neccllity, of no particular convenicncy* 
but the rcfult of humour and falhion only ; and to otir double 
fliamc be it fpokeh, alnioft the only lafliion we do not take from 
that people of whom wc puriahafc this commodity. 

Some part of the fellion, Sir, has been employed by yqyr 
I Commons, not unufcfully, we hope, Jo the public, in the 
moft interertingdifquirition of all oiherfcto this natioi?. 

The honour of the Britilh flag is moft juftly deemed th^’ebief 
onoiir of the Britifb empire. Jt has made us tbc envy and 
he terror of all ot.ier nations. Our annals, and thofe of our 
joemies too, bear teftimony of its glory in all ages. Some 
her countries eq^al, perhaps exceed us in other fpecies of 
ilitary ftrength, not in bravery, though in numbers ; but the 
al power of this iiland was nev^er exceeded or equalled by 

any. 
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an<l is now far fiijiciior to toe mfariilmc force of any 
• t»t)ier ’coi'iitry wliarfocvcr. In thUJ Mediterranean fcas, lall 
year, we w'cre confeiycdly fiiperiortrj^llie united Heels of ranee 
and Spain, confiiUng of the flower and chief ftrength of both 
their navies,^; biitt(>tf'e alfonifhmcnt of ihe world the t'ncmy 
^feaped a^.mbfl: with triumph, when Providence Iiad thrown 
them almoft into our hands y and the iioblefl occaflon was 
thereby loll of cftablifliijig the greatnefs of the Hritilh navy 
againli all pretence of rivalry, and of deciding perhaps iu'- 
favour at once, the fate of the whole war. " 

‘Under thefe circumflanccs, Sir, unbecoming and unpardon¬ 
able would it have been in )on.r Commons, net to have made 
‘this foul fttifearriage the fiibjeil of their ancient, conllitunonal, 
and tifceliary power of inquiry into every public fervicc. They 
entered into it, and jpurl’ucd it with an impartiality and with a 
folcinnity that bccamenheir jtilUce and their dignity ; worthy 
<tf the great nalrhinal importance it ir of, and worthy the royal 
juftice to which they have now appetilcd. To you. Sir,' your 
people in ParliairierW have deferred this great caiife of their 
‘“fcbuntry, to give it ?n examination' in legal courfe of trial, 
Dvithout'didindion of perfons or degrees ; that this (lain upon 
^thc honour of the kingdom, thisdifgtacc that raifes indignation 
in the brcall of every true Briton, may in feme meafure be 
done aw-’y, by doing right to the valour and condnd of thofe 
I wlfo have done well, and by perpetuating, through exemplary 
) ydniftmient, the infamy of the'timorous'and the treacherous, 
/ ^d of thofe w'ho in any’^manner thus fatally to their country, 
bttVe tranfgreflTcd the rules, and broken the difeiplineof war. 
Conneded in Tome fort with this inquiry, the late pradice 
courts martial in the fea fervicc hath fallen under the obfer- 
vatmn of your flommons: in one of which they have found 
•filch defeds ami mifbehavio'ur as are a reproach to the* juftice of 
the natirin; andl |f generally pradifed, nmft end in the total 
overthrow’ of all military difciplinc at (ba. Towards remedy¬ 
ing which fo great evil and indeed fcandal to the ftate, a bill 
a^raits your Majefty's royal aflent, to prevent it in Ibme de¬ 
gree ; with OHtp hojics that hereafter a more cxtenfive reforma¬ 
tion of th'cfe courts will be made by Parliament, that the privi-^ 
lege eif being tr^cd by perfons of the fame profellion, as a meant 
pi prot^ding the innocent, may not be converted into the baft 
means of protediug the guilty, bccaufe they are of the fanr 
profeft^ \ or for other reafons not lefs dangerous or difhonoiy j 
hbte. 

The bills I have in my hands to prefeiit to your Mnjcfiy, o • 
JfeveraUy iiuituled, 






